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BPI UASH DC

9 37PM URGENT 4-4-68 MKS

19 ALL SACS

FROM DiliCTOI IP

/ SSASSINATl ON OF MARTIN LUTHER KING* Ji •* RACIAL MATTERS.

IN VI EU OF POSSIBILITY Ob RETALIATORY MEASURES TAKEN

AS RESULT OF THE ASSASSINATION Of KING, IMMEDIATELY ALERT 

ALL SOURCES (RACIAL* SECURITY* AND CRIMINAL)* UTO ARE IN 

POSITION TO PT SSI FLY LEARN OF INFORMATION OF THIS NATURE. 

ANY PE: TINENT INFORMATION DEVELOPED SHOULD RECEIVE EXPEDITIOUS 

DISSEMINATION* BOTH LOCALLY AND IO BUREAU.

END

AL HUP

FBI ALBANY

PS' RDS

FBI BOSTON

PU PXM

FBI-BUFFALO

NH NEU HAVEN UILL YOU PLS ACK

DES

BPI NEU HAVEN

CLH
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u :------ re- RACIAL MATTER
OCC---------------------------- NY TELCALL
p~| St eno ------------------------------- lit 25 PM

| | Clerk -------------------------------  | | Rotor #: ----------------------------------------
ACTION DESIRED

| | Acknowledge
| | Assign ____ Reassign
| | Bring file
□ Call me
| | Correct
| | Deadline
| | Deadline passed
Q Delinquent
| | Discontinue
UExpedite

[ | For information
□ Handle
| | Initial & return
| | Leads need attention
[ | Return with explanation or notation as to action taken.

a Open Case
a Prepare lead cards
| | Prepare tickler
| | Return assignment card
| | Return file
| | Search and return

□ Post | | Recharge | | Return
| | Send to_________________________

Q Submit new charge out 
| | Submit report, by/.

SUPR NG GILLICUTY from NY called and said 
Inspector SIZOO from the Bureau requested the 
following passed on to Buffalos

In view of racial disturbances occurring 
throughout variou^arts of the country

y See reverse side Offi ce
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specific instructions is to be made to all 
Bureau personnel to be judicious in their 
travels to and from the office (avoiding 
potential disturbance areas) particularly 
during the night and off duty hours®

The SAC is personally responsible to have 
sufficient manpower in the area to handle 
any emergency that may occur®^

Security Supr CONROY aware of above®
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9

303PM URGENT 4-7-^ SA A 
TO a>LL CONTINENTAL SACS 

FROM DIRECTOR IP

o o ; Af^P^^
THIS IS THE CAPTION FOP THE CIVIL RIGHTS INVESTIGATION

TO IDENTIFY PERSON OR PERSONS RESPONSIVE FOR VIE ASSASSINA­

TION Or ’'Aril LUTH Er HI NO, JR., IN 4tHPHIS, TENNESSEE, ON

APRIL FOUR LAST.

ALL INVESTIGATION MUST BE HANDLE UNDER THE PER­

SONAL DIRECTION OF THE SAC. LEADS ARE TO BE AFFORDED 

IMMEDIATE, THOROUGH IMAGINATIVE ATTENTION. YOU MUST 

EXHAUST ALL POSSIBILITIES FROM SUCH LEADS AS ANY ONE LEAD 

COULD RESULT IN THE SOLUTION OF THIS MOST IMPORTANT INVEST 

II CATION. SAC EILL PE HELD PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY 

FAILURE TO PROMPTLY AND THOROUGHLY HANDLE INVESTIGATIONS 

IN THIS MATTER.

EHD

AL. . R wFM

FBI ALBANY

ES. . UNG

FBI BOSTON

PU.•PXM
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wASH IC

3D 3PM URGENT A-7-6S SAA
19 ALL. CONTI MENIAL SACS

Fi-OM DluECTOI IP

murkim; ^yC

&# : A^^t^^ /^
lUIS IS HE CAPTION FOR THE CI J IL HIGHTS INVEST! GATUN 

11 IDENTIFY PERSON OP PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FT . THE ASSASSINA­

TION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., IN MEMPHIS# TENNESSEE# ON 

APRIL FOUR LAST. ,

ALL INVESTIGATION MUM GE HANDLE UNDER THE PER­
SONAL HRF.CTTON IF THE SAC. LEADS ARE 10 PE AFFORDED 

IMMEDIATE, TiOMUC-H IMAGINATIVE ATTENTION. YOU MUM 

EXHAUST ALL POSSIBILITIES FROM SUCH LEADS AS ANY ONE LEAD 

COULD RESULT IN THE SOLUTION OF THIS MOST IMPORTANT INVES­

TIGATION* RAC ULL PE HELD PERSONALLY RESPONSE ILF FOK ANY 

FAILURE TO PROMPTLY AND THOROUGHLY HANDL! INVESTIGATIONS 

IN THIS MATTER.

END

AL. . PUPM

EFI ALDANY

BS- . IMG
Fin BOSTON
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FBI MEMPHIS

TO8PM URGENT AZ 7/68 CAF

10 ALL SACS

FROM MEMPHIS (4^-198 71 2P

MUKHIN: Ck. 10 MEMPHIS*

RE BUTEL TO ALL SAC’S APRIL SEVEN* NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT*

FOR INFO ALL OFFICES* PERI IN ENI PERI OL'S IN I NV ESTI GAI I ON 

ARE. MARCH TWENTY NINE AND THIRTY IN BIRMINGHAM* ALA** AND 

APRIL FOUR* SIXTY EIGHT* IN MEMPHIS* TENN.

I ! EVENT ANY DATA DEVELOPED Ft SUSPECTS* It INTERESTED 

OFFICES CAN ESTABLISH WHEREABOUTS OF SUSPECTS ON DATES ABOVE* 

THIS MAY ELIMINATE SUSPECT* IF THIS CANNOT Er DONE* EFFORTS 

SHOULD BE MADE TO SECURE PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUSPECTS IN GUESTION AND 

FORWARD PHOTOS TO MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM FOR POSSIBLE ELIMINATION* 

PERTINENT DESCRIPTIVE DATA SHOULD BE INCLUDED WITH PHOTOS.

IF UNABLE TO ELIMINATE ON BASIS OF ESTABLISHED WHEREABOUTS 

IN PERTINENT PERIODS* INTERESTED OFFICES SHOULD MAKE EFFORTS 

TO SECURE FINGERPRINTS OF SUSPECT IN GUESTION AND SUBMIT SAME TO 

BUREAU FOR ELIMINATION.

COMPOSITE DESCRIPTION* BASED ON DATA DEVELOPED IN BIRMINGHA
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rm -'em ph is

HORp^ URGENT 4/7/6^ CPF

TO ALL SACS

FROM MEMPHIS (44-19^7) EP

UHXIN: cr. 00 MEMPHIS.

RE PUT FL TO ALL SAC’S APRIL SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXT? El CRT.

FOR INFO ALL OFFICES* PERTINENT PERIODS IM INVESTIGATION 

A r MARCH TWENTY NINE AND Til MT IN DI xv"! NGRAM, ALA., AND 

APRIL FOUR, SIXTY EIGHT, IN MEMPHIS, TENN.

IN EVENT ANY DATA DEVELOPED RE SUSPECTS, IF INTERESTED 

OFFICES CAN ESTABLISH UHl REAPO UTS OF SUSPECTS ON DATES ABOVE, 

THIS MAY ELIMINATE SUSPECT- IF THIS CANNOT IE DONE, EFFORTS 

SHOULD PE MADE TO SECURE PH'J 10 GRAPH'S OF SUSPECTS IN QUESTION AND 

FOR kA RD PHOTOS TO MEMPHIS AN D FI RM 1NGUAM FOR POSSIBLE ELIMINATION 

Pt: TINE NT DESCRIPTIVE DATA SHOULD PE INCLUDED kl TH PHOTOS.

IF UNABLE 10 ELIMINATE ON PASIS OF ESTABLISHED EHEREAFOUTS

IN PERTINENT PERIODS, INTERESTED

70 SECURE FINGERPRINTS OF SUSPECT 

BUREAU FOR ELIMINATION.

COMPOSITE DESCRIPTION, BASED 

AND MEMPHIS, IS AS FOLLOkSt 

END PAGE ONE

F FI CEF SHO IL D MAX F £FFO I- i S

IN QUESTION AND SUBMIT SAME TO

0 N DA T A DEv EL 0 PED IN PI RMI i GH AM
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RAGS TVO
SUSPECT TALF UNITE, AGE TUENTY SIX TO FORTY TEARS# HEIGHT 

FIVE FT. EIGHT TO FIVE FT. FLEVEN INCHES, OSE HUNCHED FIFTY TO 

ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY LBS.S DARK BROUN OF SANDY HAI: # COMBED STRAIGHT 

PACK. FYES BLUE OH GREENi MEDIUM HUILD; COMPLEXION AVERAGE. 

SMOOTH. GENERAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE! NEAT.

POSSIFLITY EXISTS SUSPECT I S NON-SMOKER. INDICATIONS VERE 

THAT SUSPECT RENTED ROOM BETWEEN THREE AND THREE THIRTY PM. 

APRIL FOUR. LAST, AND DEPARTED ROOM SHORTLY AFTER SIX PM* NO

MC '.ES OR CIGARETTES FOUND DURING 

SUSPECT MAY BE NON-SMOKER.

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION MUST

M EM PrIIS AND I IRMIN GRAM . P.

END

DIOP BU...PJF

FBI-BUFFALO

AL.*. DER

FBI ALBANY

RS. ..UMG

FBI POSTON

MH...HOC

FBI NEU HAVEN

TU CLP

HAT PERIOD, UKI CH SUGGESTS

BE PROMPTLY FURNISHED BUREAU.
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F B I

Date: 4/6/68

Transmit the following in______________________________________ —
(Type in plain text or code)

Via ^ ^ H^EL_____ AM
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO: SAC, ALBANY

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

' MURKIN

Note CHANC'D title. Previously carried under 
"Assassination oi MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,"

All offices receiving copies of this Airtel note that 
Bureau has designated above caption as approved code word for 
investigation dealing with murder of Dr. KING.

Information under above caption should pertain only to 
investigation that may have bearing on identifying subject instant 
case. All other information pertaining to racial incidents, and 
racial activity.arising out of assassination Dr. KING should not 
be submitted under above caption, but should be submitted by 
interested offices under the appropriate caption pertaining to 
Racial Matters.

In addition, all offices in receipt of this information 
should re-canvass any Criminal Informants, Security Informants, 
and Racial Informants for possible knowledge concerning assassina­
tion, with specific emphasis directed toward informants in known 
hate groups.

ARMED & DANGEROUS.
ALL COPIES AIR MAIL:
T/ALfiANY TRANSAS CITY
2 ATLANTA
2 BIRMINGHAM
2 BOSTON

(^2 BUFFALO
2 CHARLOTTE
2 CHICAGO
2 CINCINNATI
2 DALLAS
2 DETROIT
2 JACKSON

2 LOS ANGELES
2 MILWAUKEE
2 NEWARK
2 NEW YORK
2 PHILADELPHIA
2 RICHMOND
2 SALT LAKE CITY
2 SAN FRANCISCO
2 SEATTLE
2 SPRINGFIELD

(44)

Approved:
Special

Sent M Per
ent in Charge
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Date: 4/6/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plain text or code)

AIRTEL AMVia

F B I

TO:

(44-1987)FROM:

MURKIN

Note CHANGED

In addition, all

TTANSAS CITY

SentApproved:

-BGJUBJi 
(44)

be submitted under above 
interested offices under 
Racial Matters.

SACa ALBANY

FATm--------
2 ATLANTA
2 BIRMINGHAM
2 BOSTON

O-^uffalo

SAC, MEMPHIS

ARMED & DANGEROUS. 
ALL COPIES AIR MAIL:

"Assassination oi MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR."

Special ent in Charge

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

title. Previously carried under

All offices receiving copies of this Airtel note that 
Bureau has designated above caption as approved code word for 
investigation dealing with murder of Dr. KING.

Information under above caption should pertain only to 
investigation that may have bearing on identifying subject instant 
case. All other information pertaining to racial incidents, and 
racial activity.arising out of assassination Dr. KING should not

caption, but should be submitted by 
the appropriate caption pertaining to

offices in receipt of this information
should re-canvass any Criminal Informants, Security Informants, 
and Racial Informants for possible knowledge concerning assassina­
tion, with specific emphasis directed toward informants in known 
hate groups.

2
2
2
2
2
2

CHARLOTTE 
CHICAGO 
CINCINNATI 
DALLAS 
DETROIT 
JACKSON

2 
2
2
2
2
2 
2
2 
2
2

LOS ANGELES 
MILWAUKEE 
NEWARK 
NEW YORK 
PHILADELPHIA 
RICHMOND 
SALT LAKE CITY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SEATTLE 
SPRINGFIELD
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PAGE TWO

THE AGGRESSOR. ILES CAME TO NYC FROM TALLAHASSEE FLORIDA.

ROHER STATED NEVER HEARD HARMON REFER TO HING NOR EXPRESS HATRED 

OF NEGROES BUT DESCRIBED HIM AS MORBIDLY INTERESTED 14 MURDERS AND 

ROSSI FLY PSYCHOTIC. ILES IS DESCRIBED AS HATING ALL NEGROES AND FEARFUL 

BECAUSE OF BEATINGS GIVEN HIM. SCHER TOLD MTPD HE ONCE SAW GRAY 

SUITCASE IN HARMON’S POSSESSION WHICH HARMON SAID HE HAD QUOTE USED 

MEN IN JUVENILE COURT UNQUOTE. SUITCASE CONTAINED TWO PAIR HANDCUFFS 

PLUS BALL POINT TYPE PEN MICH HARMON SAID WAS CAPABLE FIRING SONE TYPE 

BULLETS OH PROJECTILES* EOHER TOLD MTPD SUITCASE CONTAINED NO OTHER 

TYPE WEAPON. '

ROHM IS PORTRAIT ARTIST AND FEELS IAIR LINE ,NOSt AND JAW DETAIL 

IN ARTISTS CONCEPTION ARE REPLICAS OF HARMONS.

NEU YORK CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE HERE­

ABOUTS HARMON AND ILESMARCK TWENTYNINE AND THIRTY LAST* DATE MURDER 

WEAPON PURCHASED BIRMINGHAM AND APRIL FOUR LAST. ROHER CANNOT ASSIST 

THIS ASPECT SINCE HE. IN TORONTO THAT PERIOD.

DANGEROUS. -

ADDENDUM: Telephonically furnished SA GORDON J 
LACEY at 3:05 PM by Det./Sgt. JAMES 
WARDEN, General Assignment, MTPD. 
Interview of complainant handled by 
WARDEN and Detective GREER.

UN SUE ARMED AND

END

RDE

FBI NEU YORK

GFH

FBI WASH DC

CAF

FBI MEMPHIS

GJL:PJF

(2)
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1

REBUTFL ALL SAC APRIL SEVEN INSTANT

METROPOLITAN TORONTO PD (M1PD) TORONTO CANADA T FL EPHON I CALL V ADVISED 

TODAY OF INTERVIEW REGUEST MADE DY JOEL ROH Ei , TORONTO ART STUDENT AGE 

li-FNIY THEN IN TORONTO ON VACATION* SUBSTANCE. OF MTPD INTERVIEW INSTANT 

DATE REVOLVES AROUND ARTISTS CONCEPTION OF UNSUB PUBLISHED PAGE ONE 

TORONTO STAR APRIL SIX LASH* ROHER RESIDES APARTMENT FIVE G ELEVEN

kAVERLY PLACE NEE YORK N.Y* C PHONE FOUR SEVEN SEVEN NINE -FRO SIX ZERO) 

AND IS ART STUDENT COOPER UNION COLLEGE , NYC* HAS BEEN IN TO ONTO 

RAST EIGHT DAYS AND v.ILL RETURN TO NYC ADDRESS EY SIX PM INSTANT JIA 

TRANS CANADA FLIGHT FOUR TEN.

KOH ER TOLD M1PD ARTISTS CONCEPTION IS PRECISE LIKENESS OF PAIL ADAM 

HARMON UNITE ’ALR TITTY THREE FIVE FEET SEVEN INCHES ONE FIFTY FOUNDS 

SLIGHT BUILD SANDY PLOND HAIR RECEDING AT TOP* HARMON ORIGINALLY FROM 

PENSACOLA FLA* LIVES IN APARTMENT T VO A SAME BUILDING AS ROHEE AND 

SHARES APARTMENT UI TH ONE -CM TH ILES, UNITE MALE TGeNTY THREE FIVE FEET

TEN INCHES ONE SEVENTY L) S. RUSHY BUILD. HARMON AND ILES ARE SOCIAL

VARKERS FO! DIFFERENT NYC AGENCIES* BOTH ARE HOMOSEXUALS U TH HAJ^T^

END PAGE ONE

ADDENDUM : SEE PAGE 2
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PAGE TWO

THE AGGRESSOR. ILES CAME 10 MYO FROM 7 ALL Ai AS SEE FLORIDA.

ROHER STATED NEVER HEARD HARMON REFER 10 KING NOl EXPRESS HATRED 

GF NEGROES BUT DESCRIBED HIM AS MORBIDLY INTERESTED IM MURDERS AMD 

POSSIBLY PSYCHOTIC. ILES IS DESCRIBED AS HATING ALL NEGROES AND FEARFUL 

BECAUSE OF BEATINGS GIVEN HIM. ROHER TOLD MIPD HE ONGE SAE GRAY 

SUITCASE IN HARMON’S POSSESSION WHICH HARMON SAID HE HAD (’UOTE USED 

WHEN IN JUVENILE COURT IM UOTE. SLITCASE CONTAINED TWO PAIR HANDCUFFS 

PLUS BALL POINT TYPE PEN WHICH HARMON SAID WAS CAPABLE FIRING SOME TYPE 

BILLETS OR PROJECTILES. EOHEk TOLD MTPD SUITCASE CONTAINED NO OTHER 

TYPE WEAPON.

ROHER IS PORTRAIT ARTIST AND FEELS HAIR LINE , NOSE AND JAW DETAIL 

IN ARTISTS CONCEPTION ARE REPLICAS OF HARMONS.

NEW YORK CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE I 1EHE- 

ABOUTS HARMON AND ILESMAECH TWENTYNINE AND THIRTY LAST, DATE MURDER 

WEAPON PURCHASED BI RMINGHAM AND APRIL FOUR LAST. ROH Eh CANNOT ASSIST 

THIS ASPECT SINCE HE IN TORONTO THAT PERIOD.

DANGEROUS..

ADDENDUM: Telephonically furnished SA GORDON J 
LACEY at 3:05 PM by Det./Sgt. JAMES 
WARDEN, General Assignment, MTPD. 
Interview of complainant handled by 
WARDEN and Detective GREER,

IN SUB ARMED AND

END

RD®

FBI NEW YORK

GFH

FBI WASH DC

CAF

FBI MEMPHIS

GJLJPJF

CD)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) - z *

I

F B I

Date= 4/8/68

Transmit the following in ____________________________ _______________________________
(Type in plaintext or code) I

Via AIRTEL.AIR MAIL - SPECIAL DELIVERY ' ]
(Priority) ।

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- - _ J_

TO? DIRECTOR, FBI 
ATTN: FBI LAB

FROM; SAC, BUFFALO

MURKIN 
CR 
(00 Memphis)

(44-374L

Re Buffalo tel, dated 4/8/68.

Transmitted herewith to Lab, Birmingham, and 
Memphis is one Xerox copy each of Liberty National Bank 
Dealer Plan-Purchaser Statement, obtained from former SA 
BIRL WILSON. The copies furnished were Xeroxed from a - 
Xerox in the possession of former SA WILSON. The hand­
writing on the document is reportedly that of suspect 
Dr.. ALVIN EUGENE FRENCH.

For the information of the Laboratory, Dr. ALVIN 
EUGENE FRENCH has been travelling through the Southern 
states, passing true name checks and obtaining rental cars 
through the use of credit cards, some of which have been 
cancelled. He has a ■-poor financial history with a number 
of Buffalo area financial institutions. 1

Dr. FRENCH reportedly served for several years 
in Africa as a Missionary, during which time he contracted 
brain fever. He has been under treatment as a mental patient

3 - Bureau (Enc. 1) (AM-SD)
2 -- Atlanta (AM-SD)
2 - Birmingham (Enc.T) (AM-SD)
2 - Jacksonville (AM-SD)
2 - Memphis (44-198?) (Enc. 1) 
&- Buffalo

Approved: ____________ *— _____________ Sent M Per _______ )_________
Special Agent in Charge ’ \

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BU 44-374

at Gowanda State Hospital Gowandas New York., and most recently 
at Rochester State Hospital., Rochester^ New York., leaving the 
latter institution in 9/67»

On 4/3/685 Dr. FRENCH was staying at a Holiday Inn
in Williston Florida. On 4/5/685 he called a girl friend at
a Rochester New York banking institution from MemphiS5 Tennessee5 
at which time he said he was going to Atlanta.., Georgia^ where 
he would stay at a Holiday Inn. At Atlanta5 he said he planned 
to confer with some of Dr. MARTIN'LUTHER KING’S successors.

Former SA WILSON had verified Dr. FRENCH'S presence 
in Atlanta on 4/8/685 at which time Dr. FRENCH indicated he 
planned to stay in Atlanta until 4/10/68.

Buffalo does not know whether any handwriting of 
unsub in captioned case available. If available5 it should 
be compared with Dr. FRENCH’S handwriting.

UNSUB ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

<2 “
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Buffalo, New York 14202 
April 8, 1968

Mr. Thomas. K. Wooge 
Agent in Charge 
U.S. Secret Service 
320 U.S. Court House 
Buffalo, New York 14202

RE;. ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR.
RACIAL MATTERS

Dear Mr. Wooge:

On April 8, 1968, former Federal Bureau of Investiga­
tion Special Agent Birl Wilson, now at Liberty National Bank, 
Buffalo, New.York, brought to the attention of this Office 
background data concerning one Dr. Alvin Eugene French, who 
is being sought by various banking institutions in Western 
New York for passing bad cheeks and use of credit cards on 
closed accounts.

Investigation by bank officials indicate that Dr. 
French was in Memphis, Tennessee on April 5, 1968 and indi­
cated to a girl friend in Rochester, New York that he was 
going to Atlanta, Georgia, where he would confer with some 
Negro people, whom he said were successors to Dr# Martin 
Luther King, Jr.

Further investigation by bank officials has 
established that Dr. French is now in Atlanta, Georgia, and 
staying in Room 466, Airport Holiday Inn, and intends to 
remain there through April 10, 1968.

Dr. French reportedly served as a Missionary in 
Africa some years ago, where he contracted brain fever. He 
has served as a, part-time Psychiatric Consultant at Gowanda 
State Hospital, Gowanda, New York, and has been a mental 
patient at that institution! and subsequently, at the
Rochester State Hospital, Rochester, New York. He left 
the latter institution in September, 1967. He was at one

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



time self-employed as a physician in Collins, New York,

Dr* French was bora in Indiana on August 12, 1927, 
. is white, and is described as being 5’10" in height, and 
170 to loO pounds in weight*

His presence in Memphis, Tennessee on April 5, 1968 
makes him a possible suspect in the assassination of Dr. King 
and his presence in Atlanta, Georgia, together with his past 
history of mental Illness, is believed to be a matter of 
concern to Secret Service, in view of the possible presence 
of President Johnson at the funeral service of Dr, King in 
Atlanta, Georgia on April 9, 1968. . .

The foregoing information,, together with all 
available background data concerning Dr. French has been 
furnished to Federal Burgau of Investigation Headquarters 
and to Federal Bureau of Investigation Offices in Memphis, 
Tennessee and Atlanta, Georgia.

This is being brought to your attention for 
appropriate action.

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your, agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency.

Very truly yours.

NEIL J* WELCH
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI MEM PH I S

FBI-BUF FALO 

2:40PM URGENT 4/8/68 AMM 4P

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHUS (44- 198 7), BIRMINGHAM, ATLANTA 4 JACKSONVILLE 

FROM BUFFALO (44-374)

murkin: cr, oo; Memphis

ON APRIL EIGHT, IN SIAN T, FORMER SA BI RL WILSON,

AN OFFICER, LIBERTY BANK, BUFFALO, N.Y., ABH SEB J • 

ALVIN EUGENE FRENCH, BORN AUGUST TWELVE, TWENTYSEVEN, IN 

INDIANA, AND WHO HAS PAST HISTORY OF MENTAL DISTURBANCE, 

IS UNDER INVESTIGATION BY HIS BANK FOR ISSUANCE OF NUMBER 

OF BAD CHECKS AND USE OF CREDIT CARDS, USING HIS TRU& NAME,

SINCE SEPTEMBER, SIXTY SEVEN, WHEN HE LEFT ROCHESTER STATE

HOSPITAL, ROCHESTER, N.Y. FRENCH CALLED GIRL FRIEND AT

ICOLN ROCH . , ROCHESTER, N.Y., AT FOUR P.M. ON

APRIL FIVE LAST FROM MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. CALL INTERCEPTED 

BY OFFICER OF BANK. FRENCH SAID HE WAS EN ROUTE TO AIRPORT 

HOLIDAY INN, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, WHERE HE PLANNED TO STAY

I IL SIX THROUGH TODAY. wILSON CONTACTED AUTOMOBILE

RECOVERY BUREAU, TWO SIX EIGHT ZERO GARDEN ROAD, SOUTHWEST,

ATLANTA, TODAY AND THRO L I PRIVATE DETECTIVE BOB DEMPSEY, 

VERIFIED THAT FRENCH IS NO* LOCATED Al AIRPORT HOLIDAY INN, 

END PAGE ONE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

ATLANTA, ROOM FOUR SIX SIX AND PLANS TO REMAIN THERE

THROUGH APRIL TEN NEXT. FRENCH TOLD DEMPSEY HE PLANNED TO 

MEET WITH SOME COLORED PEOPLE WHO WILL EE SUCCESSORS TO 

ER. KING.

FRENCH DESCRIBED AS BORN AUGUST TWELVE, TWENTYSEVEN 

IN INDIANA, MALE, WHITE, FIVE FEET TEN INCHES AND ONE 

HUNDRED SEVENTY TO ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY POUNDS. FRENCH ONCE 

SERVED AS MISSIONARY IN AFRICA FOK THREE YEARS AND EIGHT OR 

NINE YEARS AGO CONTRACTED BRAIN FEVER. ONCE SERVED AS 

PART-TIME PSYCHIATRIC CONSULTANT AT GOWANDA STATE HOSPTIAL, 

LEAVING THERE FEBRUARY TWELVE, SIXTYSEVEN. APPARENTLY, WAS 

ALSO A PATIENT THIS INSTITUTION. FRENCH HAS TRAVELED 

EXTENSIVELY THROUGHOUT FLORDIA IN MARCH, SIXTYEIGHT, USING 

RENTAL CARS AND ON APRIL THREE, LAST WAS AT HOLIDAY INN, 

WILLISTON, FLORIDA. FRENCH INDICATED HE HAD BREAKFAST 

AT THIS INN AND HE IS FRIENDLY WITH A GIRL WHO WORKS AT 

HOLIDAY INN. 

END PAGE TWO

_______________________________
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE

FORMER SA WILSON ADVISED INTERVIEW OF MANAGER ROSALIE 

SIrLL, HOLIDAY INN, WILLISTON, FLORDIA REVEALED SHE KNOWS 

IDENTITY OF GIRL FRIEND AND AVISED FRENCH WAS A GUEST AT 

THE INN ON MARCH THIRTY; LAST, VISITING THIS GIKL«

HANDWRITING SPECIMEN FROM LIBERTY NATIONAL BANK 

OBTAINED AND BEING FORWARDED TO LAE, MEMPHIS AND BIRMI iGHM,

AMSD TODAY.

ATLANTA LOCATE AND INTERVIEW FRENCH, OBTAIN FINGERPRINTS 

AND PHOTOGRAPH AND ASCERTAIN HIS WHEREABOUTS ON PERTINENT 

DATES.

ATLANTA SHOILD DISSEMINATE ABOVE INFORMATION ON FRENCH

TO SECRET SERVICE IN VIEW OF ANNOUNCED ATTENDANCE OF 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON AT FUNERAL SERVICES FOR DR. KING ON 

APRIL NINE, NEXT, IN VIEW OF THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR.

JACKSONVILLE AT WILLISTON, FLORDI A. IDENTIFY GIRL

FRIEND AND DETERMINE FRENCH’S WHEREABOUTS AND ACTIVITIES

ON PERTINENT DATES, OBTAIN MOTEL REGISTRATION CARDS

: I TING AND LATENT PRINTS.

END PAGE THREE
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V 5-22-64)- ' “1'^

F B I

Date: 4/8/68

Transmit the following in

TELETYPE

PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code) 

URGENT

P/^eZiUL _ JhLQ
(Priority)

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987), ^/^^^^A-f 
SAC, ATLANTA AND SAC, JACKSONVILLE

FROM: SAC, BUFFALO c<44-374V

MURKIN; CR, 00: MEMPHIS. /

ON APRIL EIGHT, INSTANT, FORMER SA BIRj/WILSON, 

NOW AN OFFICER, LIBERTY BANK, BUFFALO, nX.4 ADVISED 

.ALVTN EUGENE FRENCH, BORN AUGUST TWEL^TWENTYSEVEN, IN 

INDIANA, AND WHO HAS PAST HISTORY/OF MENTAL DISTURBANCE, 

IS UNDER INVESTIGATION BY HIS/ANK FOR ISSUANCE OF NUMBER 

OF BAD CHECKS AND USE OF CREDIT CARDS, USING HIS TRUE NAME, 

SINCE SEPTEMBER, SIXTYSEVEN, WHEN HE LEFT ROCHESTER STATE 

HOSPITAL, ROCHESTER, N.Y. FRENCH CALLED GIRL FRIEND AT 

LINCOLN ROCHESTER BANK, ROCHESTER, N.Y., AT FOUR P.M. ON 

APRIL FIVE LAST FROM MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, CALL INTERCEPTED 

BY OFFICER OF BANK. FRENCH SAID HE WAS EN ROUTE TO AIRPORT 

HOLIDAY INN, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, WHERE HE PLANNED TO STAY 

APRIL SIX THROUGH TODAY. WILSON CONTACTED AUTOMOBILE 

RECOVERY BUREAU, TWO SIX EIGHT ZERO GARDEN ROAD, SOUTHWEST, 

ATLANTA, TODAY AND THROUGH PRIVATE DETECTIVE BOB DEMPSEY,

iRIFIED THAT FRENCH IS NOW LOCATEDZAT AIRPORT HOLIDAY INN

Approved
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI 1

Date: ;

Transmit the following in _____________________________________________ ;______________
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via________________________ '__________________________ __________________________ ;
(Priority) ।

------- ------- - -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- :  ____ : _ J_________

PAGE TWO 

BU 44-37^ 

. ATLANTA, ROOM FOUR SIX SIX AND PLANS TO REMAIN THERE 

THROUGH APRIL TEN NEXT. FRENCH TOLD DEMPSEY HE PLANNED TO 

MEET WITH SOME COLORED PEOPLE WHO WILL BE SUCCESSORS TO 

DR. KING.

FRENCH DESCRIBED AS BORN AUGUST TWELVE, TWENTYSEVEN 

IN INDIANA, MALE, WHITE, FIVE FEET TEN INCHES AND ONE 

HUNDRED SEVENTY TO ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY POUNDS. FRENCH ONCE 

SERVED AS MISSIONARY IN AFRICA FOR THREE YEARS AND EIGHT OR 

NINE YEARS AGO CONTRACTED BRAIN FEVER. ONCE SERVED AS 

PART-TIME PSYCHIATRIC CONSULTANT AT GOWANDA STATE HOSPITAL, 

LEAVING THERE FEBRUARY TWELVE, SIXTYSEVEN. APPARENTLY, WAS 

ALSO A PATIENT THIS INSTITUTION. FRENCH HAS TRAVELED 

EXTENSIVELY THROUGHOUT FLORIDA IN MARCH, SIXTYEIGHT, USING 

RENTAL CARS AND ON APRIL THREE, LAST WAS AT HOLIDAY INN, 

WILLISTON, FLORIDA. FRENCH INDICATED HE HAD BREAKFAST 

AT THIS INN AND HE IS FRIENDLY WITH A GIRL WHO WORKS AT 

HOLIDAY INN.

Approved:  Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



r D-ifi' iRe^5-22-6 4)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in _______________________________________
f Type ere plaintext or code)

Via  ______________________ ;___________
(P riority)

PAGE THREE

BU 44-37U

FORMER SA WILSON ADVISED INTERVIEW OF MANAGER ROSALIE 

STELL, HOLIDAY INN, WILLISTON, FLORIDA REVEALED SHE KNOWS 

IDENTITY OF GIRL FRIEND AND ADVISED FRENCH WAS A GUEST AT 

THE INN ON MARCH THIRTY, LAST, VISITING THIS GIRL.

HANDWRITING SPECIMEN FROM LIBERTY NATIONAL BANK 
Ifl^. M &iW/tfMW 

OBTAINED AND BEING FORWARDED TO. MEMPHIS. ^feaM^girr'^^Lr D 7oJ)/l

ATLANTA LOCATE AND INTERVIEW FRENCH, OBTAIN FINGERPRINTS 

AND PHOTOGRAPH AND ASCERTAIN HIS WHEREABOUTS ON PERTINENT 

DATES.

ATLANTA SHOULD DISSEMINATE ABOVE INFORMATION ON FRENCH 

TO SECRET SERVICE IN VIEW OF ANNOUNCED ATTENDANCE OF 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON AT FUNERAL SERVICES POR DR. KING ON 

APRIL NINE, NEXT, IN VIEW OF THE IRRATIONAL BEHAVIOR.

JACKSONVILLE AT WILLISTON, FLORIDA. IDENTIFY GIRL

FRIEND AND DETERMINE FRENCH’S WHEREABOUTS AND ACTIVITIES 
7^g7/4Zg^7~ Z^^/ 

ON OBTAIN MOTEL REGISTRATION CARDS

FOR HANDWRITING AND LATENT PRINTS.

Approved: ----------------------------------------- — Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FDA(Rei>. 5-22-64)'

Via

Transmit the following in

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

(P riority)

PAGE FOUR

BU U-37^,

ATLANTA AND JACKSONVILLE FORWARD RESULTS INQUIRY 
A}a/J> ^/^./^^^

CONCERNING FRENCH TO MEMPHIS/FOR IDENTIFICATION OR

ELIMINATION AS POSSIBLE SUSPECT IN ASSASSINATION OF DR

KING.

AJ/iJ^jS ^W ^^ JA^^^o^S

Approved: ---------------------------------------------Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC
65PP1 URGENT 478/68 GJM

10 ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38361 SB

MURKIN

THIS IS THE CASE INVOLVING THE MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER 

■-INI-, Jr.j IN APRIL FOUR, LAST, I' 4 E-3 PH I b, TENNESSEE.

UNDER NO CIRCU4STANCES/SH0ULD ANYONE BE TOLD THIS 

INVESTIGATION J?s in CONNECTION with CAPTIONED NATTER*

11 HAS Xe.FN DETERMINED THAT A RIFLE ABANDONED NEAR 

ased BY individual (HNS TH?

HAFVEY

LO WM EY EH 0 fi/o ^ Y EH I b GENERALLY DESCRIBED AS Vil It

MALE, TIIRTYSI YEAHS OLD, FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES TALL, J Nr 

HUNDRED FIFTY - ONI > i ., BLACK QB DARK BROW
HAIR.

IN VI EV Jr Tit INUSUAL NATURE OF THE NAMES LOVMEYER

AND LOMMYER, ALL OFFICES SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CHECK .
INDICES/ ALL CITY DIRECTORIES, ALL TELEPHONE DI RECTORIES COVERING 

YOUR TERRITORIES, ALL DPI VERS LI CENSE RECORDS, ALL AUTOMOBILE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI UASH DC

f-S?-< r^-lNl 4/8/63 CH

TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

F 03 MHECTO; 421-3386! PP

NUHKIN

1IIS If THE CASE INVOLVING THE MURDER OF MA! UN LITHE 

ZINC. J:., ON APRIL FOOR. LAST. IN 4 EM PH IS* TENNESSEE.

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES MOULD ANYONE PE TOLD THIS 

INVESTIGATION IS IN CONNECTION UI TH CAPTIONED MlATTEr-.

IT -IAS PEEN DETFSMINED IMAI A HlFLE ABANDONED NF/ 

SCENE OF C I4E vAS PURCHASED BY INDIVIDUAL UING THE MAME 

fARVEY LOwMEYEK OR LOUMYEh.

LOU-FYF O? LOWMYER IS GENERALLY DE SC IMP AS MI 1E

ALE, Til-TYHC YEARS OLD, FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES TALL. ONE

I NDpyr FIFTY - ONE H-NDhED SIXTY POUNDS. BLAC< ) DC IM !• ! 0 i 

HAI R.

IN VIEU OF lib UNUSUAL NATURE OF THE NAMES LOMEYEh

AND LOU-IYER. ALL OFFICES SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CHEC< YOU!-'

INDICES, ALL CITY DIRECTORIES, ALL TELEPHONi D! ■ ECTK I f S CiJ-lIH

YOUi TFJR1 TOMES,

END PAGF ONE

ALL DPT VERS LICENSE RECORDS,
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2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI - BUFF ALO

FBI ATLANTA

3:2 7 AM URGENT 4-9-613 J kt

I , is C44-19K7), BIRMINGHAM, BUFFALO C 44-.

AND JACKSONVILLE

FROM ATLANTA

Ur.KINJ CIVIL RIGHTS. OQ

RE BUFFALO TELETYPE

ALVIN EUE FAINCH

MEM PH I SI.

TO BUREAU APRIL EI i H T SIXTY EIGHT.

INTERVIEWED ROOM ONE FIVE NINE, HOLIDAY
-MWWMHR^^i^MIKMBMWHVWWV

INN, ATLANTA ,/Al HPOrl, WHERE REGI STERED APRIL SEVEN SIXTY EI CHI, 

ELEVEN FORpf TWO P.M. ALSO RESERVED ROOMS ONE SIX ONE AND ONE 

SIX THREE, MOB USE REVEREND BREfcSTfcR AND SON, TWO NEGRO MINSTERS 

TRAVELING TO ATLANTA, GA. FOLLOWING MARCH MEMPHIS, TENN.

APRIL EIGHT SIXTYEIGHT. FRENCH CLAIMED TO BE ADMIRER OF DR.

KING AND STATED HE WAS IN SYMPATHY WITH KING’S IOVEMEN.T*

FRENCH ADVISED HE PROVIDED ROOMS FOR REV. BREWSTER IN EFFORT TO .

S.iOw GOOD FAITH IN TIME OF IN STANT, CPI SI S.

DR. FRENCH ALLEGEDLY TRAVELED ON OUTER PERIMETER ROAD AND 

AFTER ARRIVING AT MEMPHIS ON APRIL FOUR LAST, REGISTERED AT

ROFLA..-. EAM HOLIDAY INN UNDER I RUE NAME, ROOM TWO Z Eh ■ TWO, AT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE

MEMPHIS AT MEMPHIS* Al POPLAR EAST HOLIDAY INN MOTEL, VERIFY 

REGISTRATION DATA AS PROVIDED FT F REM CH.

MAJOR CASE PRINTS «ILL BE SUBMITTED EBI LABORATORY.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FH-BUFFALO

FBI AU AN! A

3*27 AM URGENT 4-9-6B JUE

10 DIRECTOR, 1FMPHIS (44-1987), PI 'INGHAM, BUFFALO (44-3 74)

AND JACKSONVILLE

FROM ATLANTA

MURKIN: CIVIL RIGHTS. 00* MEMPHIS.

KE BUFFALO TELETYPE TO BUREAU APRIL EIGHT SIXTYEIGHT.

ALVIN EUGENE FRENCH INJERVIE-uED ROOM ONE FIVE NINE. HOLIDAY 

INN, ATLANTA AIRPORT, UH ERE REM ST EKED APRIL SEVEN SIXTY EIGHT, 

ELEVEN FORTY TWO P«M. ALSO RESERVED ROOMS ONE SIX ONE AND ONE 

SIX THREl FOB USB REVEREND Dr'EASIER AND SON, TL) NEGRO ‘'INSTE:S 

UAVFLING TO ATLANTA, GA. FOLLOWING MARCH MEMPHIS, TENN.

APRIL FIGHT SIXTY FIGHT. FRENCH CLAIMED TO PB ADMIRER OF DR.

KING AND STATED HF wAS IN SYMPATHY WITH KING’S MOVEMENT.

FRENCH ADVISED HE PROVIDED ROOMS FOR REV. BREWSTER IN EFFORT TO 

SHOU GOOD FAITH IN TTMF OF INSTANT CRISIS.

Da. FRENCH ALLEGEDLY TRAVELED ON OUTER PERIMETER ROAD AND 

AFTF < Ahi IUING AI MEMPHIS ON APRIL FO UK LAST, REGISTERED AT 

POPLAR EAST HOLIDAY INN UNDER TRUE NAME, ROOM TWO ZERO TWO, AT



PAGE UO

APPROXIMATELY SEVEN P.M* REGAINED IN ROOM Uli NO OUTSIDE

CONTACT OF ANY KIND UNTIL ELEVEN P.M. WHEN HE ATTEMPTED TO

HAVE "NIGHTCAP*' PLOUGH 10 HIS ROOM. HE USED TELEPHONE IM ROOM FOR

THIS PURPOSE AND WAS ADVISED BY FEMALE OPERATOR THAT NO DR I MFCS

AVAILABLE. WHEN F FNCH INcUliEDAS TO FASON. SHF. SUGGESTED

HE TURN ON TV* AND HE SURMISED SHE WAS 110 EMOTIONALLY INVOLVED

TO DISCUSS THE DEMISE OF DR. KING. HE ALLEGES HE THEN TURNED ON

TV AND FOR THE Fl ST TIME BECAME AWARE OF THE DEATH OF KING.

ALLEGES HF HAS NO SUSPECTS PUT KNOuS MANY PEOPLE WOULD PE

GAP ABLE OF SUCH AN ACT.

MAJOR CASE PRINTS AND PHOTOS OBTAINED. ARRANGEMENTS TO

OBTAIN REGISTRATION CARD FROM HOLIDAY INN NOT INSTANTLY AVAILABLE. 

FRENCH IS W/M, AMERICAN, BORN FIGHT TWELVE TWENTY SEVEN.

MARION* INDIANA! FIVE ELEVEN, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY FIVE LBS.* HAIR 

AMD EYES BROWN* WEARS DARK RIMMED GLASSES* COMPLEXION NOTICEABLY

POCK-MARKED; NOTICEABLY JALD. OCCUPATION* PHYSICIAN* HOME AND

FUSINESS ADDRESS TWO THREE TWO THREE COLLINS ROAD* COLLINS,

YORK, SOCIAL SECURITY NO

FDD PAGE TWO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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MEMPHIS AT MEMPHIS! Al POPLAR EASI HOLIDAY I N.M MOTEL* VERIFY 

REGISTRATION DATA AS PROVIDED PY FRENCH.

MAJOR CASE PRINTS LILL PE SUBMITTED FFT LABORATORY.

OBTAINED PHOTOS kILL EE SUBMITTED TO MEMPHIS.

END.

PXM

FEI -PUFFALO

P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-209 (Rev. 9-13-65)

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

Memorandum
SAC l^^1 Qyo-/T7)6^

FROM

SUBJECT:

I ] Cl [ SI I I R (Prob)

[77 pci [ [psi or

Titles and File #s on which contacted \
VT-^7^ (M^rcCfNX

Dates of Contact r

Rating Covera

/i 7 - \\£ (fi&tdJX~^iJ IdM^

1 ^flnformant certified that he has 
furnished all information obtained 
by him since last contact.

APR
FBI —BUFFALO

Purpose and results of contact

□ NEGATIVE 
□ POSITIVE 
□ STATISTIC

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-209 (Rev. 9-13-65)
OPTIQNAl FOIm no. io
MAY l»«] EDITION 
GSA GEN. IfG. NO 27

5010—106

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

SAC Bui'p-Ato ^70 -4 ^C^
DATE: ^h^^

gA ^/2aA<A^£mZ> 2 , ^:

SUBJECT: C ^ £ T ) < B Cl?/V 4/£ j) P L V K £ £

□ Cl I 1 SI | | R (Prob)

□ pci npsi or

ttptei (G-'^tto)

Dates of Contact

Titles and File #s on which contacted-
K/M)

□ negative
□ POSITIVE
□ STATISTIC

Purpose and results of contact

lATt^ A^

U.>^<1

| SEARCHED

! SERIALIZE

Aril
FBI —BUFFALO

Informant certified that he has 
furnished all information obtained 
by him since last contact.

Rating

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIQNM FORM NO. 10 9010-100
MAY 1*03 IDITION .
OJA OtM ItO. NO. 37 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum
FO : SAck (44-374)} (P) DATE: 4/9/68

fhom : SA R. GORDON EDDY

SUBJECT: MURKIN
(00 MEMPHIS)

Attached hereto for designated Agents are 
copies of a memorandum relating to captioned matter.

With regard to the Individual using the name of 
HARVEY LOWMEYER or LOWMYER, the Bureau has instructed 
that the following checks should be made immediately 
by all Offices:

All city directories
All telephone directories
All drivers1 license records
All automobile registration records
All voter registration records
Credit and criminal records in the names 
LOWMEYER and LOWMYER but in view of 
the unusual nature of the names the 
checks should not be confined solely 
to HARVEY LOWMEYER or HARVEY LOWMYER.

ANY INDIVIDUALS IDENTIFIED AS BEARING THESE
SURNAMES SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY CHECKED OUT COVERING THE
PERTINENT PERIOD

1 - SA
1 - SA
1 - SA
1 - SA
1 - SA
1
1
1
1

SA

ODUIl/Niett- (Attachment 1) 
RUDY (Attachments 2) 
O’HANLON (Attachments 2) 
ANGLE (Attachment 1) 
UTZ (Attachments 4) 
SAMELSTAD (Attachments 6)

SAA RISDON
SA
SA

COMFORT
Attachment 1
Attachment 1

1 - SE
1 - SE
1 - SE

NEAL (Attachment 1) 
WALSH (Attachment 1) 
KELLEY (Attachment 1) 
WILLIAMS (Attachment 1)

RGE:pas
(13) K

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BU 44-374

.IN ADDITION., ALL BOMBING SUSPECTS ARE TO BE
CHECKED OUT. -

BUREAU INSTRUCTS THIS SHOULD BE HANDLED IMMEDIATELY
AND GIVEN TOP PRIORITY ATTENTION."

leads

RESIDENT AGENT’S AND ROAD TRIP AGENTS

Will make appropriate record checks within 
their territory.

SE WALSH

Will review all city directories in Buffalo 
Office and all telephone directories for Buf®lo territory.

SE KELLEY

Will make credit and criminal checks as outlined 
above.

SE WILLIAMS

voter registration records as outlined

Will arrange for determining the whereabouts 
of any bombing suspects during the pertinent period as 
per Bureau instructions.

Results of these checks should be furnished 
to SA R. GORDON EDDY.

UNSUB ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OmOMAL FORM mo. 10 9010-104
MAY 1949 EDU 10 H 
OM MN. MO. NO. IF

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO = ALL AGENTS DATE: 4/ 9 /68

FROM : SAC NEIL J. WELCH

SUBJECT: MURKIN
(00 MEMPHIS)

Bureau has advised captioned is code name 
for investigation into assassination of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR.

BUREAU HAS ADVISED THAT UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES 
SHOULD ANYONE BE TOLD THAT THIS INVESTIGATION 1S IN 
CONNECTION WITH CAPTIONED MATTER. ‘

BUREAU HAS FURTHER ADVISED THAT ALL INVESTIGATION 
MUST BE HANDLED UNDER THE PERSONAL SUPERVISION OF THE SAC. 
lE~ADS ARE to BE AFFORDED IMMEDIATE, THOROUGH, IMAGINATIVE 
ATTENTION. ALL POSSIBILITIES FROM SUCH LEADS MUST BE 
Exhausted as any one lead could result in solution" of 
THIS MOST IMPORTANT INVESTIGATION.

Pertinent dates in this investigation are 3/29 
and 3/30/68 at Birmingham, Alabama, and 4/4/68 at Memphis, 
Tennessee. Whereabouts of suspects on those dates may 
help to eliminate them. Efforts should be made to 
secure photographs of suspects and forward them to Memphis 
and Binningham for possible elimination. Descriptive 
data should be included with the photographs. 4

• Efforts should be made to obtain fingerprints 
of suspects and submit them to the Bureau for elimination.

■ A composite description of this unsub is as 
follows: 1 1 . ■ ■ ■

Sex Male
Race White

< . ...J Age '26 to 40 • t
‘Height L 5’8" to 5* 11"

44-374 . ■ •••
1 - Each Agent _ ’
RGE:pas
(90)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BU 44-374

Weight 
Hair

Eyes
Build
Complexion
General Physical
Appearance

150 to 170 pounds
Dark brown or sandy, 
combed straight back

Blue or green
Medium
Average, smooth
Neat, possibility exists 
subject is non-smoker as 
he apparently rented room 
between 3:00 and 3:30 p.m. 
on 4/4/68 and departed shortly 
after 6:00 p.m,, leaving no 
matches or cigarettes

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION MUST BE PROMPTLY FURNISHED 
TO BUREAU, MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM. '

Bureau has advised that a rifle abandoned near 
the scene of the crime was purchased by an individual using 
the name of HARVEY LOWMEYER or LOWMYER, described as 
follows;

Race White
Sex Male
Age 36
Height 5'8"
'Weight 150 to 160
Hair Black or dark brown

Memphis has instructed that all offices should 
canvas criminal informants, security informants and 
racial informants for possible knowledge concerning 
assassination with specific emphasis on informants in 
known hate groups.

LEADS

ALL AGENTS

Will contact their criminal, security and 
racial informants, or potential informants, and furnish 
results of these contacts to SA R. GORDON EDDY.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BU 44-374

These contacts should be made immediately.

UNSUB SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MONG ARTICLES RECOVERED AI SCENE OF SHOO1ING, 

APPARENTLY - DOMED EY UN SUF, WERE A PAIR OF BROWNISH 

CHECKERED PRINT UNDERSHOOTS AND WHITE JOCKEY TEE SHIRT 

BEARING CLOTH LAUNDRY TAGS. THESE TAGS WERE MADE BY A 

THERMO SEAL MARKING MACHINE MANUFACTURED BY THE TEXTILE 

ARil'- -ACii I NE COMPANY* SYRACUSE, NEwYCHiX. THESE TAG'S 

ARE ONE QUARTET INCH WIDE AND ONE AND ONE SIXTEENTH 

INCH LONG, RED IN COLOR. AND HEAR MARKING WHICH APPEARS

TO EE ”0 TWO F DASH SIX” OR "D TWO 3 DASH SIX." ONLYA 

P01 II ON OF THE FIRST CHARACTER IS PRESENT ON EACH TAG, 

AND THIS CHARACTER IS CUT ON A SLIGHT EIAS. NO OTHER 

VISIBLE LAUNDRY MARKS WERE FOUND ON EITHER GARMENT.

IMMEDIATE CHECKS Of LOGICAL LA IN DRIES SUGGESTED BY

TEXTILE NARKING COMPANY HAVE TO DATE BEEN UNPRODUCTIVE.

END PAGE ONE
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M

UPON RECEIPT, ALL OFFICES SHOILD IMMEDIATELY TEL EPHO ' ICALLY 

CONTACT ALL LAUNDRIES IN YOUR DIVISIONS TO IDENTIFY

LAUNDRY USINC THIS CODE AND THESE. TAGS AND PURSUE LOGICAL 

LEADS DEVELOPED.

IF PERTINENT LAUNDRY IDENTIFIED, IMMEDIATELY ADVISE 

BUREAU TEL EPHONI CALLY.

THIS MUST EE GIVEN TOP PRIORITY HANDLING TO INSURE 

THAT THESE CHECKS ARE IMMEDIATELY RUN OUT.

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOILD ANYONE BE TOLD THIS 

INVESTIGATION IS IN CONNECTION UI TH CAPTIONED MATTER.

END

AL. . .SUP

FEI ALBANY

PS...U4G

FEI BOSTON

BU.•.PJF

FEI-BUFFALO

NH. . .DES

FBI NEU HAVEN

TUALLL
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