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FD-4 (Rev. 4N 7)
To: 9

D Director

N "
%Z’iASAQ, T

[Stpv. p/}ﬂ«b"‘{q

[ Agent L
[JSE .
e T RE: RACIAL MATTER
Cjce NY TELCALL
(] Steno 11:25 PM
[J Clerk ' (] Rotor #:
ACTION DESIRED
[ Acknowledge [1Open Case
) Assign Reassign ) Prepare lead cards
[ Bring file [ Prepare tickler
[1Call me [J Return assignment card
] Correct ’ [JRetum file
[ Deadline [ Search and return
] Deadline passed [T1See me
[ Delinquent [ Serial #
] Discontinuve (JPost [ JRecharge [ _]Retum
[ Expedite [ Send to
{]File [} Submit new charge out
[ For information ] Submit report by,
(1Handle [ Type //47 c:))/'// .
(1 lnitial & return
[JLeads need attention -
() Return with explanation or notation as to action 1a|<en ‘//,/

SUPR NC' GILLICUTY from NY called and said
Inspector SIZ00 from the Bureau requested the
following passed on to Buffalog

In view of rgeial disturbances occurring
throughout variou%AEarts of the country

- x See reverse side Office
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specific instructions is to be made to all
Bureau personnel to be judicious in their
travels to and from the office (avoiding
potential disturbance areas) particularly
during the night and off duty hours.

The SAC is personally responsible to have
sufficient manpower in the area to handle
any emergency that may occur .’/

Security Supr CONROY aware of above,
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FBI
Date: 4 /8 /68

Transmit the following in

Vie . AIRTEL AIR MAIL - SPECIAL DELIVERY
(Priority)
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(Type in plaintext or code) :
|

4
|
L

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
ATTN: FBI LAB

FROM? SACS BUFFALO (ﬁﬁjEZﬁ)// N

MURKIN
CR
(00 Memphis)

Re Buffalo tel, dated 4/8/68.

Transmitted herewith to Lab, Birmingham, and
Memphis 1s' one Xerox copy each of Liberty National Bank
Dealer Plan-Purchaser Statement, obtained from former SA
BIRL WILSON, The copies furnished were Xeroxed from a -
Xerox in the possession of former SA WILSON, The hand-
writing on the document is reportedly that of suspect
Dr.. ALVIN EUGENE FRENCH.,

For the information of the Laboratory, Dr. ALVIN
EUGENE FRENCH has been travelling through the Southern
states, passing true name checks and obtaining rental cars
through the use of credift cards, some of which have been
cancelled. He has a-poor financial history with a number
of Buffalo area financial institutions., :

Dr. FRENCH reportedly served for several years
in Africa as a Missionary, during which time . -hHe contracted
brain fever° He has been under treatment as a mental patient

8

3 - Bureau (Enc, 1 (AMaSD)

2 -~ Atlanta (AM-SD

2 - Birmingham (Enc.l) (AM=-SD)

2 - Jacksonville (AM-SD)

<%>; Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 1) (AM- srﬁfi/

Buffalo {§//
RGE:
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Indexad
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Approved: 6 Sent M Per h

by
3
Special Agent in Charge ) \
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at Gowanda State Hospital, Gowanda, New York, and most recently
at Rochester State Hospital, Rochester, New ¥York, leaving the
latter institution in 9/67.

On 4/3/68, Dr. FRENCH was staying at a Holiday Inn
in Williston, Florida. On 4/5/68, he called a girl friend at
a Rochester, New York banking institution from Memphis, Tennessee,
at which time he said he was going to Atlanta, Georgla, where
he would stay at a Holiday Inn., At Atlanta, he said he planned
to confer with some of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING's successors,

Former SA WILSON had verified Dr. FRENCH's presence
in Atlanta on 4/8/68, at which time Dr, FRENCH indicated he
planned to stay in Atlanta until 4/10/68.

Buffalo deces not know whether any handwriting of
unsub in captioned case available, If available, it should
be compared with Dr., FRENCH's handwriting.

UNSUB_ARMED AND DANGEROUS,
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Buffale, New York 14202
April 8, 1968 )

Mr. Thomas. K, Wooge
Agent in Charge

U.S. Secret Service

320 U,S. Court House
Buffalo, New York 14202

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.
RACTAL MATTERS

Dear Mr, Wooge:

On April 8, 1968, former Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion Speclal Agent Birl Wilson, now at Idberty Natlonal Bank,
Buffalo, New York, brought to the attention of thls Offlce

" background data concerning one Dr, Alvin Eugene French, who
is beilng sought by various banklng institutlions in Westemm
New York for passing bad checks and use of credit cards on
closed accounts,

Investigation by bank officials indlcate that Dr,
French was in Memphls, Tennassee on April 5, 1968 and indgi-
cated to a girl friend in Rochester, New York that he was
going to Atlanta, Georgla, where he would confer with some
Negro people, whom he sald were successors to Dr, Martin
Luther King, Jr,.

Further investigation by bank offlicials has
established that Dr, French is now in Atlanta, Georgla, and
staying in Room 466, Airport Holiday Inn, and intends to
remain there through April 10, 1968, '

. Dr, French reportedly served as a Misslonary 1n
Afrlca some years ago, where he contracted brain fever, He
has served as a part-time Psychlatrlc Consultant at Gowanda
State Hospiltal, Gowanda, New York, and has been a mental
patient at that institution; and subsequently, at the
Rochester S5tate Hospltal, Rochester, New York. He left
the latter institution in September, 1967. He was at ore
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time self-employed as"a physician in Collins, New York.

- Dr. French was born in Indianz on August 12, 1927,
.-1s white, and is deseribed as being 5110" in height, and
170 to 150 pounds In welght. :

His presence in Mewmphis, 'I'ennessee on April 5, 1968
makes him a possible suspect in the assassination of Dr. King
and hls presence in Atlanta, Georgla, together with hig past
history of mental lllness, is: beli@ved to be a matter of
concern to Secret Service, in view of the possible presence
of Presldent Johnson at the funeral service of Dr, King in
Atlanta, Georgia on April 9, 1968,

The foregoing infomation, together with all
avallable background data concerning Dr, French has been
furnished to Federal Burgau of Inveéstlgatlion Heéadquarters
and to Fedsral Buréau of Investigation Offices in Memphls,
Tenneéssee and A‘blanta, Georgla,

This is being' bmught to your a.ttent:lon fox
appropriate action.

- . This documént contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI, It 1s the property of the FBI and
. 1s loaned to your agency; it and 1ts contents are not to be
dist:'ibuted outslde your agency.

Very truly yours,

. NEIL J, ICH
Speclal Agent in Charge

.r.E-__
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