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FOIPA MATTER 
FILES AND RECORDS DESTRUCTION ORDER

TO: SAC (190-81) (C) , 9/11/78
FROM: SA ROBERT L. JOHNSTON . ' ‘

SUBJECT: TAYLOR CALDWELLA aka;
FOIPA

Files hereinafter mentioned should be retanned . 
to September 11, 1983

, It has been suggested that a five year retention 
period concerning FOIPA maters will give the requestor ' 
sufficient time to exhaust all his rights under the appeal 
process available to him. .

• Aforementioned requestor has identifaable refeeences
in Buffalo fiees 44-374, Seeial 289; 15'7-22. Serials 4,6»34, and 
3 5; 62-18 2 7. Serial 12 0 through 12 3; and 65-1037. Serial .__  
1 through 22. ■ - L
62-1827, Serials 144 through 144A 
157-623, Sear.ais~l.30 through 131 ......

...................Prior to destroying any files or serias.me1^ 
i.n this memorandum in accordance with any other destruction 
orders, this document should be referred to.

X- 190-81 .
44-374 (Seeial 289)

1 - 157-22 (Serials 4,6,34,35)
1 - 62-1827(SSeials 120 through 123)
1 - 65-10:2l(Serial 1 through 22) '

FOMAO MEMO 

BEFORE DESTROYING
1 I

^ RLJ;ew
7 CD THIS MEMORANDUM SHOULD BE

MAINTAINED-ASTHE-TOFSERTALIN
aforemeNTineed FILES?

1 - 6 2-18 27(SSeials 144 through 144A) 
1 - 157-6233 SSeials 130 through 131)

DNS
SEARCHED_______ iNDDED_
SERIAL-LED) FILED

| SEP 13 1978
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OPTIONAL FORMA NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPM* (411 CM) 101-11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO = SAC (44-374) P

FROM : SE RICHARD R. WALSH

subject: MURKIN

4
DATE: 4/30/68

At U332P.M on 4/30/68 RICHARD J. KOHLMEIER, 65 Stonelelgh 
AVe.-A^Town^ofTonaWanda-' N'Y” T*. 875-3437 teTephoniceiny contacted .the FBI Buffalo Office and advised the was driving on Delaware Ave. 
J\a SoU’he^y direction about ^IpM on 4/30/68 when hie pulled up 
behin? '*?*** Blue Mustang he would estmate aoUbt a 1966 model. 
This incident occurred near Canton St.., he then pulled his car along­
side the Mustang while waiting for a stop signal, and noted the "
driver of tie ot-h^Lvehicle met the description ofthe picture he ■ 
Saw th® Bufalo Evening News of Subject in instant case; he noted
the hair of this male appeared to be Dark Brown or Black and ippyir'yd 
Jo. be wav?* ilpo this person did not appear/to be as heavy as the pic­ture would seem. He stated this person ware wearing a Dark Blue Sport- 
co«$/or Su’t “coit•, with a white shirt and a tie, no glasses, and h.ad 
a Fu^r Complexion* He noted the car was clean, as if it had- just been 
washed and the car We |Georga^Cens^Plat*^ '

Conppaiilinlt noted that he/observed this person at about 3/4 
profile and not full face, ^so^e he pulled alongside the car the 
driver glanced his way and not^. Compl. observing him whereupon this 
p^s?? ^urn^d the ^ to the curb l-^ and sped away, eihier continunng 
on diW* or the Youngmann Expressway. .

Comml. employed at Deegaff Meemria! Hospital, North Tonawnda,

:RRW:rw 
(2)

J01O-10E-O2
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TO :

FROM :

subject:

om«H*l FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA rPMI| (41 CF«> 101-H.6

united states government

Memorandum
Sac (44-374) P

SE HCCHAfD R. WALSH

’ Murkin

DATE: 4/30/68

' 'At 4:32PM on 4/30/68 RICHARD J. KOHLMEIER, 65 Stoneleigh 
Ave., Town of Tonawanda, N.Y., Tel. 875-3437 telephonically contacted 
the FBI Buffalo Office and advised he was driving on Delaware Ave. 

- in a southerly direction about ‘4:15PM on 4/30/68 when he pulled up 
behind a Dark-Blue Mustang hie would estimate aoubt a 1966 model. 
This incident .occurred near Canton St., he then pulled his car along­
side the Mustang .while waiting for a stop signal, and noted the 
driver of the other vehicle met the description of the picture he 
saw in the Buffalo Evening News of Subeect in instant case; he noted 
the 'hair of this male appeared to be Dark Brown or Black, and appear’ed 
to'be wavy, also this person did not appear to be as heavy as the pic­ture would seem. He stated this person was wearing a Dark Blue Sport­
coat or Suit -coat, with a white shirt and a tie, no glasses, and had 

■ v a Fair Complexion. He noted the car was clean, as if it had just been 
washed and the car bore Georgia License Plate 2D112-56.

, Complainant noted that hie observed this person at about 3/4
profile and, not full face, also as he pulled alongside the car the 
driver glanced his way and noted Comply observing him whereupon this 
person turned the car to the curb ’lane and sped away, either co'tinunng 
on Delaware or the Youngmann Expressway.

Compl. employed at Degraff Meemoial Hoopptal, North Tonawanda,
■ N.Y. - (
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4/30/68

AIR TEL AIR MAH.

TO! DIRECTOR, FBI. (44-38861)
FROM! SAC, BUFFALO (44-374) (P)
MURKIK —S

Transmitted hereto to the Bureau are three Mltilith 
reproduction# of photographs of JAMES EARL RAY. These were
produced on a MutiUth machine fom a Xerox master and 
enabled the Buffalo Office to disseminate 0.1 known photographs 
of RAY Iso all Agents. Considerable economy was effected 
by utilising this process. The Bureau may desire to advise 
other Offices of this method of reproducing photographs.

EXTREME ELY
JAMES EARL RAY SHOULD BE CONSWERED ARMED AND 
dangerous?-----------------------------------------------------—•ANIGerOU

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Routing Slip 
0-7 (Rev. 9-25-67)

TO: SAC,

(Copies to Offices Checked)

Q Albuquerque 
Q Anchorage 
Q Atlantia 
8 Baltimore

Birmingham 
m Boston 
ng Buffalo

Charlotte 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland- 
Columbia 
Dallas 
Denver: 
Detroit 
El Paso 
Honolulu

I
 Houston 
Indianapolis 
.Jack: so on 
Jacksonville 
Kansas City 
KnoxviUe 
Las Vegas 
LUU Rock 
Los Angeles 
Louisville 
Memphis 
Miami 
Milwaueee 
Minneapolis 
MobUe 
Newark 
New Haven

FT"! New Orleans 
□ New York City

Norfolk 
Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Philadelphia 
Phoenix 
Pittsburgh 
Portland 
Richmond 
Sacramento 
St. Louis 
Salt Lake City

Tampa
Washington Field 
Quantloo

San 
San 
San 
San

Antonto 
Dil er goo 
Francisco 
Juan

Savannah 
Seattle 
Springfield

Date

TO LEGAT: 
§Bern 

?onn . . 
Buentls Aires 

f"! Hong Kong 
□ London 
□ Manila 
Q Mexico, D.F. 
Q Ottawa 
Q Parts 
O Rome

S
 Santo Domingo 
Tokyo

April 29, 1968
RE:

MURKIN

Retention For appropraato
Q For informaiton fl optional ® action Q Surep, by -,

Q Th® encobsed is for your information. If used in a future report, Q conceal 
all sources, Q paraphrase Contonto.

□ Encoosed are correctod pages from report of SA 
dated .

Remarks::

taken 
while

Enclosed are copies of photographs 
by a woman companion of the subject 
he was in Mexico in the Fall of 1967.

These are for your further 
assistance in connection with efforts to
locate the subject

SEARCHED

Enc. AQ4
Bufin (44-3886L)
Urine

\ 44^^M
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NANA-LOMAX-KING (NATIONAL)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WHETHER YOU PLAN TO USE THIS ARTIBLE AND ANYEDITORS: PLEASE CONFIRM

SUBSEQUENT PIECES ON THE BASIS OF A NOMINAL FEE TO COVER THE HIGH 

COSTS OF THIS INVESTIGATION.

A . DRAGGING FEET? l’^^

FBI CAN’T KEEP STORIES GHT

7 IN INVESTIGATOR OF KING'S MURDER

I BUNGLING THE INVESTIGATOR OF CIVIL RIGHTS 

UTHER KONG, JR.? IT WOULD APPEAR SO FROM THIS, THE 

BY FAMED NEGRO REPORTER LOUIS LOMAX, NOW RETRACING 

EARL RAY ON HIS JOURNEYS WITH HOLLYWOOD SONGWRITER 

LOS ANGELES TO NEW ORLEANS. THE FBI HAS BEEN FORCED

THE STEPS

PRECEDE: . IS THE

A SEFOURTH IN

ULFRom

ES
LEADER DR. MARTIN

OF/JAMES

TO ADMI

CHARLES SMWIIWMMMMilMj^

THAT FINGERPRINTS, CIRCULATED AS THOSE OF RAY, WERE IN FACT 

OF SOMEONE ELS THIS IS BUT ONE OF A SERIES OF CONTRADICTOONS AND

CONFUSIONS ANATING FROM THE FEDERAL AGENCY

. BY LOUIS OMAX

, NORTH AMERICAN NEWSPAPER ALLIANCE
(COPYRIGHT, 1968, NORTH AMERICAN NEWSPAPER ALLIANCE)

SAN ANTONIO, TEX., APRIL 29 (NINAI-AM FBI SEMtCM OF THE 19«« WHITE 

. MUSTANG DRIVEN BY JAMES EARL RAY, ALIAS STARVOGALT, AND THE ALLEGED

SLAYER OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., UNEARTHED GREEN STAMPS THAT WERE 

ISSUED AS A RESULT OF A PURCHASE AT A BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA GAS STATION 

IN MIDfFBRRAARY OF 1968.' THIS REPORTER LEARNED OF THE GREEN STAMPS? 

WHILE HERE -II SAN ANTONIO AND WAS ABLE TO CONFIRM THE ITEM BY TELE­

PHONE. THE BIRMINGHAM GAS STATO.ON OWNER SAID THE STAMPS WERE ISSUED 

AT HIS STATION, AND HE ALSO IDFNTIFFED A PICTURE OF RAY AS THAT OF THE 

MAN‘INVOLVED IN THE TRANSACTION. THE STATO)N OWNER RECALLS THE

TRANSACTION BECAUSE THE WHITE MUSTANG HAD A CLUTCH PROBLEM.

" FBI'REPORTS CONSISTENTLY PLaCeTRA?-, IN LOS ’ANGELES AS'/A-STUDeNTT-At^- 

DANCING AND BARTENDING SCHOOLS AT THE TIME OF THE GAS STATION 

TRANSACTION. HOWEVER, THESE REPORTS ARE BOLDLY CHALLENGED BY THE 

STATEMENT OF THE BIRMINGHAM GAS STATION OWNER. THIS ISJBUT ONE OF A 

SERIES-OF DISTURBING CONTRADICTOONS AND APPARENT "FBI* DISTORTOONS OF 

facts Discovered during this reporter’s four-day retracing of ray’s 

DECEMBER, 1967 AUTOMOBILE TRIP FROM LOS ANGEUtS TO NEW ORLEANS. RAY 

MADE THE TRIP ON DEC. 15 WITH THE HOL1.YWOOD SONGWRITER CHARLES STEIN 

AS A DRIVING COMPANION. STEIN IS MAKING THE DRIVE OVER THE SAME ROUTE 

WITH THIS REPORTER?. ' " —---------------------------------- ---------

(MORE)
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* .^ NANA-LOMAX-KING—ADD ONE
THE FBI REPORTS INSTATE THAT CIGARETTE BUTTS rNd ASHES WERE FOUND 

IN THE ASH TRAY AND ON THE,FLOOR OF THE WHITE MUSTANG WHEN IT WAS 

RECOVERED IN ATLANTA, GA. I HAVE BEEN ON THE ROAD WITH STEIN, RAY'S 

DECEMBER DRIVING COMPANION FOR TWO DAYS AND HE DISTINCTLY RECALLS THAT 

RAY DID NOT SMOKE. ,

THE FBI REPORTS INDICATE THAT RAY WAS IN LOS ANGELES UNTIL MARCH 

27TH; HE IS REPORTED TO HAVE BOUGHT THE FATAL WEAPON IN BIRMNNGHAM, 

ALA., ON MARCH 30TH. THIS REPORTER DISCLOSED LAST WEEK THAT RAY 

DELIVERED A PACKAGE TO THE NEW ORLEANS FAMILY OF ONE OF HIS HOLLYWOOD 

GIRL FRIENDS DURING HIS LAST WEEK THERE. THE SEQUENCE OF EVENTS, THEN, 

IS CLEARLY IMPOSSIBLE. THE FBI INTERVIEWED THE FAMILY FOLLOWING MY 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INCIDENT AND CONFIRMED THAT RAY HAD DELIVERED THE 

PACKAGE. THE TRIP FROM LOS ANGELES TO BIRMNGGHAM VIA NEW ORLEANS IS ' 
IN EXCESS OF 2,500 MILES. RAY COULD NOT HAVE DRIVEN THAT ROUTE, 

PARTICULARLY IN A MUSTANG IN THE SHORT PERIOD BETWEEN MARCH 27TH AND 

MARCH 30TH. THERE IS AN OUTSIDE CHANCE THAT THE TRIP COULD HAVE BEEN 

ACCOMPLISHED IF RAY HAD A DRIVING COMPANION AS HE DID IN DECEMBER.

• THERE HAVE BEEN ON INDICATIONS THAT HE DID HAVE A COMPANION.

—CONTRADICTIONS — ■

- THESE CONTRADICT^S AND CONFUSIONS^ ARE COMPOUNDED BY OTHERS THAT 

HAVE OCCURED DURING THE IAIIETIGATIOA INTO THE SLAYUG OF,DR. KING. 
THE FBI ISSUED A EEPOET THAT RAY HAD TAKEN DANCING LESSONS IN NEW 

ORLEANS DURING A TIME THE AGENCY'S OTHER EEPOETS AND EECORES SHOWED 

THAT RAY WAS, IN PEIION. - '

THE FBI HAS BEEN FORCED TO ADMIT THAT THE FINGEEPRINTS, CIRCULATED 

DURING THE EARLY DAYS OF THE MANHUNT WERE NOT THOSE OF RAY. THE 

BLAME FOR THIS, ACCOEENNG TO THE FBI, MUST BE ASSUMED BY THE WARDEN OF 

THE MISSOURI STATE PIN^TINTiAEY. THE WARDEN, THE FBI CLAIMED, ISSUED 

MISTAKEN FNNGEEPEINSS ON RAY WHEN THE CONVICT ESCAPED FROM PRSSON 

IN APRIL, 1967. THIS MEANS TWO THINGS: (1) HAD RAY BEEN ARRESTED 

AFTER HIS ESCAPE FROM PEIEOA; HE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN HELD BY THE 

LOCAL AEEEITING OFFICERS AS A FUGITIVE; (2) HAD RAY BEEN ARRESTED 

IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE SLAYING OF DR. KING THE MISTAKEN FNNGERPRNTSS 

WOULD HAVE CONFUSED THE INIIITIGATION AND POSSIBLY WOULD HAVE LED 

TO HIS RELEASE.
THE HGNIFCAANT FACT IS THAT THE GEORGIA BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 

(CAPS G^DHAD MISTAKEN FINGEEPRINSS OF RAY UP UNTIL LAST 

WEDNESDAY. HAD RAY BEEN ARRESTED IN ATLANTA, THEN, ON THE DAY HE 

PARKED THE WHITE MUSTANG, THE GEORGIA mHORITEES WOULD HAVE BEEN 

ATTEMPTING TO IDENTIFY HIM BY MATCHING HIS FINGERPRINTS AGAINST A SET 

OF PUNTS THAT BELONGED TO EOMEBOEY ELSE. -

(MORE) '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



L^ANA-LOMAX-KING-ADD two
THEN THERE ARE THE ftpEDIBLE OMISSIONS THAT H^ BEEN DISCOVERED 

DURING THIS REPORTERS TRIP BACK INTO THE LIFE AND ACTIVITIES OF RAY.

APPARENTLY IT NEVER OCCURED TO THE FBI TO RETRACE RAY’S TRIP WITH 

STEIN AS THIS REPORTER IS DOING IN SEARCH OF THE PHONE BOOTH FROM 

WHICH RAY MADE HASTY CALLS TO SOMEONE IN NEW ORLEANS. APPARENTLY IT

ALSO DID NOT OCCUR TO THE FBI TO INVESTIGATE THE POSSIBILITY THAT RAY

WAS IN TELEPHONE CONTACT WITH NEW ORLEANS-WHILE HE WAS STIL.L IN LOS 

ANGELES. THIS REPORT-ER LOCATED THE PHONE BOOTH USED BY RAY IN THE 

L.OBBY Of The st. francis hotel last Wednesday, the walls of the 

BOOTH WERE COVERED WITH. GRRAFlTl. ONE LINE READ "DOWN WITH MEXICANS,

NIGGERS, AND MARTIN LUTHER CHON."

—FATAL OVERSIGHT —

THE MOST FATAL OVERSIGHT WAS THE FBI’S FAILURE TO UNCOVER THE 

CONSOLE TELEVISION SET RAY GAVE T'H A HOLLYWOOD GIRL FRIEND IN RETURN 

FOR HER PORTABLE. THE SWAP OCCURED AROUND VALENTINE’S DAY—FERRArYY 

14—nnd ray told the girl he was leaving town, this Reporter found 

BOTH THE GIRL FRIEND AND THE TELEVISION SET. THE BACK HF THE ' 

TELEVISION SET CONTAINED HANDWRITING BELIEVED TO BE THAT HF RAY AND 

CAN EE MATCHED AGAINST THE GRAFFITI ON THE WALLS OF THE TELEPHONE - 

BOOTH. ,

A CLEAR READING HF THIS MAKES IT ALL BUT CERTAIN 1HAT RAY TOOK 

THREE TRIPS TO NEW ORLEANS BeTWEEN Dec. 15 AND TH- END HF MARCH. 

THERE WAS THE TRIP of dec. 15 RhIGH S-iiN AND I ARE NOW RETRACING; 

THERE WAs A second Trip THAT BeGAN UN VALENTINES day. FINALLY there 

was the irL.1 THAT BEGAN A FEW DAYS BEFORE -he eNd OF MARCH And 

CUlMinAIed Ln THE DEATH OF DR. Kile. •

THE VAleNTINeS DAY RIP EXPLAINS -p. GREEN STAMP RaNjiALiION IN 
_TH. _mIdBL_ Or feeRUARY. if AL.SO EXPLAINS in. mYsIcRivUo rnvv_ cALl 

TO THE aLAeAMA DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR V-.<vUS requesting that a ' 

dUpLICA.e Of ‘GA^'1’* DRIvlRs LICinNse Ez SeNt is A BiiM’iIlGjhAu 

hOJoZ. -.HE LxCER1- GA. MAILED Dav march 1, Int DAY BEFORE RAY IS 

ALLEGED TO HAVE gRADJA.ed FrOm A low Aouseeo DANCIN’ -.chwe. xi is 

CLEAR THAT RAY ‘•DROOpVeu O-UV-fROM iHE^OL FOR SEVERAL DAYS TO MAKE 

the Second tri-.

iHE One UnAssAiLAoEe fAc- Is IMAI ray did make iHCOL TRIP.. ANd 

1»AT nt RAS IN iiUP>H<*«: CONTACT WITH SOMEONE IN Ie. ORLeAns. ray 

tOlD iil(n .HA, HI1 CONTACT WA. AN IMPORTANT PERSON, A vHNTkAviVk aid 

sUliDER. ThE key, then, lies in locating the phone Booth AUNG 1He 

mnn.Ai fRoM WufH TnE’E ..A^. WERE. made. iEL.tmi.lll. COMPANY OFF1VIAL. 
BELI.IV; THEY CAN TRACE THE cALLS Is THE 80018 CAN Be LOCATED.

chARles SILLY AL.MEMOi.ns MiArnicA.Ltl iHz GAs siAHON FROM WHICH 

THE CALL’ WERE MADE. WE ARE NOW IN THE GENERAL area or The Siahon. 

HUR Hore Is -O LocaTe treel choNe DOUIRS bEf’ORE COMPLETING THE 

JOURNEY. . '

END-LOMAXkKNG’G NO. ^-NANA-CB ■

J6801PES
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BU 44-374

BUREAU INSTRUCTS THIS MUST BE GIVEN TOP PRIORITY 
AND ALL lEADSlUSFmOVERED'BYWfYirWWWr’' 
BESOT^T-TR^^j^N-TmTOs-HERnTH^N

LEADS

RESIDENT AGENT'S AND ROAD TRIP AGENTS

L . . Wn make appropriate record checks within
their territory.

SE WALSH

^’W1’} review all city directories In Buffalo 
Office and all teeehhone directors for Buffalo territory.

2. Will telephonically check Buffalo 'financial 
institutoons re GALT.

SE KEL

above.

SA R

Will make credit and criminal checks as outlined

Results of these checks should be furi
GORDON EDDY.

UNSUB ARMED AND DANGEROUS

SEARCHE 

serialuedd
INDEXED

01968
UFFALO
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OPTIONAL, FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EpiTKW 
GSA FPMR <41 CFR) W-1W

UNITED STATENS GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC(44-374) date: 4/30/68

from : SPC Patrick J. Finnerty

subject:: MURON

Roger Sm.cht called to say that he has been in 
Ackerman1 s/bar at Lyell Ave, and Spencerport Rd. since 
9pm and that ERic Starvo Galt is also in there. The cHler 
said a man he decribed as 5ft. 11in 1851bs and brush cult 
black hUr about 35yrs. is in the bar and has been talktag 
to the caaier. The caller Kex said he bleeeves the man is 
Galt and wants to clam the reward but does not want his 
nirne given out. The caller said the subject has on a 
sp>rt coat , sacks and aport shirt.

The caHer gave, his address as 146 Lyell ave. .and 
has no phone-but worke for Decolor or 3M on Mt. Read 
BLVD.

ASA.C advised of above. SA Foley and SA Higgins 
investigating.

PJFjpjf

fbiZBuffalo

New

1L.E^

50101188101
Buy US. Savings Bondis Regularly on the 'Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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OPTIMAL.. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITONI
GSAFPMR (4) CFR) 101-11.6 ”

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC(44-374) date: 4/30/68

FROM : SPC Patrick J. Finnerty

subject: MURKIN

Roger Smcht called to say that he has been in 
Ackerman’s/bar at Lyell Ave, and Spencerport Rd. since 
9pm and that ERic Starvo Gaat is also in there. The caller 
said a man he decribed as 5ft. 10in 1851bs and brush cut 
black hair about 35yrs. is in the bar and has been talking 
to the caller. The caller hex said he bleieves the man is 
Galt and wants to clam the reward but does not want hits 
name given out. The caller said the subject has on a 
sp>rt coat ,siaks and aport shirt.

The caller gave his address as 146 Lyell ave. and 
has no phone but workd for D^acolor or 3M on Mt. Read 
BLVD.

ASAC advised of above.. SA Foley and SA Higgins 
investigating. 7

Jj

for

5W-1M10I
Buy US. Savings Bmds Regularly tm h Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FOAMiMEDKE RELEASE

EDITORS: PLEASE CWIRM WHETHER YOU PLAN TO USE THIS aRiICLl And

ANY subsequent PIECES ON THE BASTS OF A NOMINAL FEE TO COVER THE HI TH
COSTS OF THIS INVESTIGATION. 4 A .

HERE'S CLUE FOR FBI

.RAY’S PHONE BOOTH LOCATED; 

CALL TO CASHMAN TRACEABLE

PRECEDE: THIS IS THE FIFTH OF A SERIES OF REPORTS BY LOUIS LOMAY, 

FAMED NEGRO REPORTER, WHO HAS BEEN RETRACING THE ROUTE' OF JAMES EARL 

RAY AND HOLLYWOOD SONGwHITErt CHARLES STEIN FROM LOS ANGELES TO NEW 

ORLEANS, SEEKING CLUES TO RAY'S ACTION. WITH THE CLUE HERE REVEALED; 

THE FBI SHOULD HAVE NO DIFFICULTY IN IDENTIFYING RAY'S NW ORLEANS.

CONTACT

BY LOUIS E. LOMAX

NORTH AMERICAN NEWSPAPER ALLIANCE

COPYRIGHT, 1968, NORTH AMERICAN NEWSPAPER ALLIANCE ^/s' ^
SAN ANTONIO, TEX., APRIL 30 (NANA)—THE GAS STATION PHONE BOOTH 

FROM WHICH JAMES EARL RAY, THE ALLEGED SLAYER OF MARTIN LU'iHERKlNG 

TALKED long DISTANCE WITH HIS NEW ORLEANS CONTACT ON THE NIGHT OF 

DEC. 16, 1967, HAS BEEN LOCATED.

THE CALL WAS ONE OF TWO TELEPHONIC CONTACTS RAY MADE THAT NIGHT 

WITH THE NEW ORLEANS MAN WHO IS BELIEVED TO BE THE "CASHMAN" BEHIND 

RAY, THEN KNOWN AS ERIC STARVO GALT.

CHARLES STEIN, THE HOLLYWOOD SONGWRITER WHO MADE THE DEC. 15 TRIP 
WITH RAY, AND THIS REPORTER LOCATED THE GAS STATION AT ABOUT 1 O'CLOCK 

IN THE MORNING. IDENTIFICATINN OF THE PHONE BOOTH CLIMAYL) a 24-OOUR 

SEARCH IN THE AREA. „

TELEPHONE COMPANY OFFICIALS INTEXAS ARE NOW ATTEMPTING TO LOCATE 

RECORDS THAT WILL SHOW PRECISELY WHOM RAY WAS CALLING. FROM 

CONVERSATIONS BE:TWEEN RAY AND STEIN AS THEY DROVE FROM LOS ANGELES 

TO NEW ORLEANS, IT HAS BEEN ESTABL1HEED THAT RAY SAID HIS CONTACT WAS 

a new Orleans industrial!st.

THE EXACT LOCATION OF THE PHONE BOOTH IS BEING WITHHELD UNTIL 

TELEPHONE COMPANY OFFICIALS CAN LOCATE THE RECORDS.

BEFORE LEAVING LOS ANGELES, STEIN GAVE ME A DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

OF THE GAS STATIONS WHERE THE TWO PHONE CALLUS WERE MADE. THE FIRST 

CALL WAS PLACED AT APPROXIMATELY 8 O'CLOCK ON THE EVENING OF DEC. 16 

AT A GAS STATION TO A RELATIVELY SMALL TOWN. HIGHWAY 90 RAN THROUGH

(MORE)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



' NANA-d-LOMAX-KING—ADD ONE

THE TOWN AND STEIN RECALLED THAT RAY DROVE ISTO THE STATION, WHICH IS 
ON THE RIGHT HAND SIDE OF THE ROAD.

—*RACED" TO PHONE-­
RAY, ACCORDING TO STEIN, GOT OUT OF THE CAR, TOLD THE ATTENDANT 

THAT HE DID NOT WANT GAS, AND RACED TO THE PHONE BOOTH LEFT OF THE 

STATION AND OUT OF STEIN’S VIEW. STEIN RECALLED THE STATION HAD A 

LONG ROOF THAT JUTTED OUT FROM THE MAIN BUILDING TO THE GAS PUMP AREA. 

HE SAID THE "JUTTING ROOF AREA WAS FLOODED WITH CONTINUOUS LIGHT.

THE FIRST 24 HOURIS OF THE SEARCH PROVED FRUITLESS BECAUSE OF THE 

MANNER II WHICH STEIN'S MEMORY FORKS'. HE NEVER WEARS A WATCH AND HAS 

GREAT DIFFICULT RECALLING IF AN EVENT OCCURED IN THE MORNING OR IN THE 

AFTERNOON. HE KNEW, FOR EXAMPLE;'THAT HE LEFT LOS ANGELES ON FRIDAY, 

DEC. 15, AND ARRIVED IN NEW ORLEANS ON SUNDAY, THE 17TH, BUT HE' 

COULD NOT RECALL THE APPROXIMATE DEPARTURE OR ARRIVAL TIMES.

CROSS CHECKS WITH STEIN’S FAMILY IN LOS ANGELES ESTABLIHH THAT HE 

AND RAY DEPARTED AT ABOUT NOON ON DEC. 15. A CHECK WITH STEIN’S , 

MOTHER IN NEW ORLEANS DISCLOSED THAT HE AND RAY ARRIVED AT HER HOME

SHORTLY AFTER NOON ON SUNDAY.

--RECOIISTRUCEED TIMETABLE-"

-AFTER^HAVING PLOTTD^ THE TRIP AS CARRIED OUT WITH THE JWOJMEN 

TAKING TURNS AT THE WHEEL, WE DETERMINED APPROXIMATELY WHERE THEY 

WOULD HAVE BEEN AT 9 O'CLOCK ON THE EVENING OF DEC. 16, THE NI9HT THE 

TWO CALLS WERE PLACED.

THIS TIMETABLE POINTED THE HOUSTON AREA. ONLY AFTER A SEARCH OF 

THAT AREA FAILED TO LOCATE THE GAS STATIONS INVOLVED DID STEIN BEGIN 

TO COMPLETEYY RELIVE THE TRIP. HE REMEMBERED THAT AFTER THE LAST 

PHONE CALL HE, STEIN,' TOOK OVER THE DRIVING AND IMMEDIATELY HIT 

A ROAD UNDER CONSTRUCTION. •

AFTER THREE HOURS OF DRIVES AND COVERS MORE THAN 125 MILES, 
WE FOUND THE STRETCH OF HIGHWAY.. THE LOCATION OF THE "BUMPY ROAD" 

SUGESTED THAT OUR ORIGINAL. CALCULATIONS WERE OFF BY SOME 500 MILES.

THEIN STEIN'S MEMORY PRODUCED THESE FACTS: HE AND RAY DROV THROUGH

A SNOW STORM ON THIR FIRST NIGHT OUT, DEC. 15. ’MORE, THEY DETOURED 

SOUTH DEEPER INTO NEW MEXICO.TO GET OUT OF THE STORM.-

THE TWO MEN ATE BREAKFAAS'AT LAS CRUCES:, N.M., EARLY ON THE 

MORNING OF DEC. 16. THEY THEN DROVE INTO EL,PASO,-SOME 30 MILES, 

WHERE RAY BOUGHT A NEW TIRE FOR THE. WHITE MUSTANG. THE TIRE WAS NOT 

PUT ON THE CAR THERE. RAY DROVE ON INTO .SAN ANTONIO AND SKIDDED OFF ' 

THE ICY ROAD. STEIN TOOK THE WHEEL THERE AND DROVE TO THE NEXT 

SMALL TOWN, WHERE THEY PULLED INTO A SMALL GAS STATION. RAY HAD THE

NEW TIRE PUT ON, REASONNGG THAT HIS SKID HAD BEEIN CAUSED BY A SMOOTH 

TIRE.

(MORE)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NANA-5-LORCX-KING—DDD TWO J

. —AREA BLOCKED OUT-­

' A CHECK WITH THE-WEATHER BUREAU CONFIRMED THE SNOW STORM AND THE q 

iC-Y ROADS. GIVEN^E BREAKFAST IN LAS CRUCeWnD THE WEATHER FACTORS, J.

IT BECAME clear THAT THE PHONE CALLS WERE MADE SOMEWHERE AFTER el

PASO RATHER THAN d^TWEEN SAN ANTONIO AND HOU^N AS FUST THOUGHT. |
; STEIN, STRUGGLING TO RECALL DETAILS OF A FIVE-OONTHoqDd TRIP THAT J 

MEANT NOTHING TO HIM AT THE TIRE, REMEMBERED THAT IAY WAS SHORT ON 1
GAS AS HE DROVE THROUGH A SMALL TOWN. AS THEY PASSED THE LAST GAS ■

STATION IN THETO0WN7 IAY REMARKED THAT THE STATION WAS ACROSS THE I
ROAD, WHICH HAD A DIVIDER, AND THAT HE WOULD GET GAS AT THE NEXT * J 

STATION, WHICH HE GUESSED WOULD BE A FEW RILES DOWN THE HIGHWAY. RAY_ '

DIOVE.ABOUT THREE RILES WITHOUT CORING UPON A GAS STATION.

STEIN. RECALLED this clearly jECAU$E^ONCEjHEYjREm^^ the _

HIGHWAY THEY INDEED DID CORE UPON A GAS STATOON ABOUT A RILE FROM 4

WHERE RAY MADE THE U-TURN BACK TO THE SMALL TOWN. p

STEIN AND I FOUND THE TOWN. THE ROAD DOVDDEI IS THERE AND WE |

BOUGHT OUR GAS AT THE SAME PHILLIPS 66 STATOON WHERE RAY BOUGHT HIS.
. —MEMORY RETURNS— " - ■

FROM THESE FIXED POINTS IT WAS JUST A MATTER OF TIRE BEFORE STEIN, f
WHO' WAS DRIVING RY RENTED CAR AT THE TIRE, SLARRED ON BRAKES AND Z

THEN PULLED ONTO A GAS STATION. J
•THIS," HE SHOUTED, "IS IT. THANK YOU, JESUS!" . J
THE ST-ATOON HAS THE JUTTED ROOF. THE LIGHTS ARE CONTINUOUS. AND I

AS I SAT IN THE CAR, AS STEIN HAD. DONE WITH RAY IN DECEMBER, AND WATCHED .^ 

STEIN RACE AROUND THE LEFT SIDE OF THE STATOON TO THE HIDDEN PHONE ,

BOOTH, I BECAME CONVINCED THAT INDEED THIS WAS THE PLACE. j

- THE LOCATION OF THE BOOTH IS SO UNCOMMON AND AN ABUTMENT ~

WHICH MAKES IT ALL BUT INVISIBLE EVEN FROM THE .FRONT OF THE GAS 

STATOON ARE SO UNIQUE, EVEN IN TEXAS, THE ODDS ARE A -ILLI°n TO

ONE AGAONST THE EXISTENCE OF TWO SUCH PHONE BOOTHS.

BUT ONLY STEINS IDENTOFICATONN OF THE BOOTH RATTENS. A CITIZEN

OF THE SERI-NNDERWORLD, STEIN IS A RUTHLESSLY HONEST RAN WHEN HE :

WISHES TO-BE.’ STEIN’S ONLY REGARD, OR PAYMENT, FOR TAKING THE TRIP 

ALONG,WITH RE WOULD BE TO HELP PROVIDE CRITICAL iNFORRATOdN THAT LEADS ' 

TO THOSE INVOLVED IN THE DEATH OF MARTIN KING. ,

THE SOLUTION TO THE ASSASSINATON'M Or DR. KING, THEN,. NOW LIES IN
THE HANDS OF GOD AND THE TELEPOONE COMPANY. ,

END -LO-CX-KING-NCNC-68

743PES • , . . ;
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OPTIONAL FORMA NO. >4 
MAY T»M TDITION M
GSA TPMH (41,CTI) 101.11.*

UNITED STATES .GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC ((44-374)J (P) DATE: 4/30/68

FROM j SA R. GORDON EDDY
V

subject: MURKIN

. 'On 4/30/68, former PCI JAMES PASCAL BONTA .
was --furnished five copies of Identification Order in 
this mater. BONTA said that he is presently employed 
by the E. J. Burke, Jr. Investigatitns Company in Buffalo, 
a private detective .agency* He has four men working for 
him in patrol cars., - 5

BONTA asked for an additional 100 IOs to make 
available to all bank guards and plant protective guar-css 
employed by his .company. He was advised they would be - < 
furnished as soon as received foom the Bureau.

JAMES EARL RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND 
EXTREMELY DANGEROUS.: : '

/•WMM^NMMbMMMMWAMMMMN '{

RGE;rlk.
(1) rep

'5010-10«-0J
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO 10 51^1-107-M
,v May ms EOtTON

GSACHEN. RES. NO W M

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : 8^ (44-374) (P) date: 4/30/68

FROM : SA R . GORDON EDDY

subject: murKIN

RE: Contact of Race 
Track Officials

Attached hereto for each of the isseed Agents 
are five copies of the Identification Order of JAMES 

:EARL RAY. Agents receiving this memo are requested to 
contact appropriate Track Security Officers and insure 
that they exhhbit this I. O. to all track personnel to 
see if they have observed RAY in the past and to alert 
them to RAY's possible appearance in the future. Each 
Agent is also requested to advise SA R. GORDON EDDY how 

.many ^Mmual copi.es ° this ItO- W41 be necessary for 
a circularizaionn of this IO. to ail Track Security 
.personnel, to all track bet and payoff windows and to 
track personnel at track gates.

All Agents receiving this memo will submit 
memo for the flees showing persons contacted.

IEADS

.BUFFALO

, :AT HAMBURG, NEW YORK. At Hamburg Race Track
SA JAMES A. COMFORT will-disssemlnaee IO to track security, 
officers.

.AT EORT ERIE, ONTARIO, CANADA. At Fort Erie 
Race Trees SA JAMES P. MC MAHON '#!!! distribuee attached 
IO to appropriate track security offccers.
1 
1
1 
,1

SA JAMES A. COMFORT 
SA JAMES P. MC MAHON 
SA JAMES E. NEAL 
SA JEROME C. OHAINWN

(Ataachments 5)
ii
11

RGE:r1k
(5) rz'

SERVICE

Buy U,S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll SaVings .Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BU 44-374 ,

LEADS. (Continued)

BUFFALO (Continued) ,

AT FORT ERIE, ONTARIO, CANADA

(2) WH1 advise what other Canadian tracks 
should be rurnShhed with copy of IO. .

1 AT BATAVIA, NEW YORK

WiH, at Batavia Downs Raceway, SA JAMES E. NEAL 
furnish attached IO to track Secuuity personnel.

AT CANANDAIGUA, TNEW YORK

. SA JEROME C. O'HANLON will, at Canandaigua 
Raceways, disseminate attached IOs to appropriate track 
personnel

-2-
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I. 0.4182 
4-20-68

ALIASES:

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY

WANTED BY FBI
JAMIES EARL RAY

.Efc.St1^*0 Galt’ W. CiH.^’ Harvey Eowmyef, James McBride, James O'Conner, James Walton, James Walyon, John Willard, "Jim”

FBI No. 405,942 G

16 M 9 U 000 12

M 4 W 101

Photogaaphs taken 1960 Photograph taken 1968 
(eyes drawn by artist)

DESCRIPTION
AGE: 40, born March 10, 1928, Alton,Illinois
HEIGHT: 5'10’ EYES!: blue
WEIGHT: 163 to 174 pounris COMPLEXION: medium
BUILD: medium RACE: white
HAIR: bfowm, possibly cut short NATIONALITY:: Ameriaan
XCCUPATINNS: baker, color matcher, laborer *
SCARS AND MARKS: small scar on center of forelr3dd and small scar on 

palm of right hand
REMARKS: noticeably arotnrding left ear: reportedly is a lone wolf: 

allegedly aReneed dance instruction school; has ftaorttdly 
completed course in b3ftending *

CRIMINAL RECORD
Ray has been convicted of burghrty, robbery, forging U. S. Postal Money
Orders, armed robbery, and operating motor vthiclt without owner’s 
consent.

CAUTION
RAY IS SOUGHT IN CONNECTINN WITH A MURDRR WHEREIN THE
VICTIM WAS SHOT-. CONSIDIRR ARMED AND EETEEEELY DAN­
GEROUS.

A Foetal warrant was issued on April 17, 1968, at Birmlnp3am, Atobama, charge Ray as Eric Starve Galt with coarairiagto interfere with a Coastitutioa3l Right of a citizen (THto 18 U S 
HOer’r.eCttKtJ.241.)• AnFe^ w3™’ w3S 3|so lsi!lred on July 20. 1967,at Jetto's™ City, Eissoufi, chargtog Ray with Interstate Flight to Avoid Coafieemant for the crime of Robbery (Titi 
u. s. Lode, SecuM 10/3)- * ( ,
IF.YOU “AVE INFORtMATUNN CONCERNS THIS PERSON, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL FBI OFFICE 
TEIEPOONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL FBI ORKSS LISTED ON BACK.

Identification Order 4182
April 20, 1968

A
Director [ I
Federal ^30 of Iavtrtig3tion
Washington, D. C. 20535
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SPECA.L AGENT N CHARGE
»Emsamumwof.wvjs^

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Located at:

LL)LENY, New York 12207

(1/12/68)

Telepltone
502 US Post Office & Ct. House ' 465-7551

ALBUQUERQUE, New Texico 87101 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska 99501 
ATIANTA. Georgia 30303 
BALTIMORE, Taryiand 21202 
BARMLNGIUM, Alabama 35203 
BOSTON’, Massachusetts 02203

BUFFALO, New York 14202 
BETTE Montana. 59701 
CHAMDTEE, North Carolina 28202 
CHKAOH. XHaiois 60604

CECXEEATl Ohio 45202

CLEVELAND Ohio 44199 _ 
CLLETLEL South Carolina 29201 
DALLAS, Texas 75201

DENVER Coloaado 80202 
DETROrr, Michigan. 48226

ELPASO, Texas 79901 
HONOLULU, Hawaii 96813 
HOUSTON, Texas 77002

INDIANAPOLIS, W« 46207 
JACASAN, Mississippi 39201

JACK»EVILLE Florida 32202 

KANSAS CITY, Missouri 64106 

KNOXVILLE, Tennessee 37902 
LAS VEGAS, Nevada 89101 
LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 72201 
LOS ANGELES, CHia 90017 
LOUSSV1IXE, Kentucky , 40202 
MEMPHAS, Tetmesseae 38103 
MIAMI, Florida 33137 
MILWAUKEE, Wisconsm 53202

TEELLPOLIS, Maatesota 55401 
MOBILE, Alabama 36602 
NEWARK, New Jersey 07101

NEW HAVJNl, Couaecticut 06510 
NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana 70113 
NEW YORK, New York 10021 

■ NORFOLK, Virgna 23510

LKIAIL>MACITY, Oklahoma 73118 
OMAHA. Nebraska 68102 
PHILADELPHIA, NennayVviaaa 
NHOANXC, ArtzouN 6sria

4303 Federal Office Bldg. CHapel 7-1555
Room 204, Feders! Bum 272-6414
275 Peachtree St., N.E. JLclat1n 1-3900
408E.A. Post Office Bldg. Lexington 9-6700 
Room 1400 - 2121 Bldg. 322-7711
John F. Kenedy Federal Richwood! 2-5533

Office Bufldiag .
400 U.S. Court House Bldg. 856-7f0X>
400 Thornton Building 792-2304
1120 Jefferson Ataudard Uto Bldg. 333-4126 
Room 905, U. S. Court House 431-1333

& Federal Office Building
415U. S. NtstLf»ie& 421-4310

Court House Building 
3XX5 Federal Office Buiding 522-14X»
1529 Hampton Street 252-19:11
Room 200 tt.181XCommecce Riverside 1-U51

Street •
Room -82-8, Federal Office Bldg. 222-5681 
913 Federal Buildlag Woodward 5-2323

& U. S. Court House
202 U. S Court House Bldg. 533-7451 
2X6DiUnghimBuSldIn9 59546
6015 Federal Building & Capitol 8-1414

U. S Coitrt House
1221 Etra Penasrvvania, Street 632-8'115'
Room 800 a First Feders! 648-W

Aavia9a Building '
414 U. S. Coitrt House & 355-1401

Post Office Building
707 U. S Coitrt House Baltimore --61XX>

Building . ,
617 Waitnut Streep Southwest 524-2721
Room 2-011 Federal Office Bldg. 385-1281 
215 U. S Post Office Bldg. FR 2-3157
1340 West 6th Street „ Hubbard 3-3551
Room 701, Bank of Louisville Bldg. 583-51941 
841 Federal Office Bldg. 525-7373
3801 Bsscayne Boulevadd 379-2’42211
735 U. $ Post Office, Customs 276-46814

& Court House Building 
392 Federal Building 
520 Federal Build1n9 
U. S. Post Office & Court

Feders! 9-78611 
438-3674 
622-5613

House, BuiMigg _
510 The Trust Company Bldg 787-1217
701 Loyola Avenue, 522-4671
201 East 69th Street LesMgiu 5-7700
420 U. S Post Office & 625-1831

Court House Building 
5104 N. Francis Street Victor 2-7471

PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania 15222 
PORTLAND Oregon 972a5 
RK8MOND Virgaia 23220 ,, 
SACRAMENTO, Cnlitornia 95814 
ST. LOUS, MtssoUri 63103 
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah 84111 
.SAN AN-TONOX Texas 78206 
SAN DIEGO, CiKfornal 92103 
SLEFRLECAI»,CaMo^uia 94102

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 00917

SAVANNAH, Georgia 31405 ALLTTLE, Washington 98104 
APRNGFIEDD 1111^,62701 _
TAMPA. Florida 3560.21 "
WASHINGTON, DC. 20535

1010 Federal Office Bldg. 348-1210
-9-X7 500 Widener Building LOcust 3-53(0

244 West Osborn Road Crestwood 9-5511

Box 36015

^FederalOffice Bldg. 47--2XX»
423 U. S. Court House Bldg. 224-4181
200 West Grace Street 644-2631
2020 J Street . 441-1275
2704 Federal BuHding Chesnlut,--5357
52X5 Federa Buadin9 Elga 5-7521
433 Federal Buadfgg CA 5-6(741
3211 Fifth Avenue 297-3361
450 Golden Gate Avenue, 552-2155

1015 Secoad Avenue ^ Mana 2-0460 
421 South Sixth Street A 522-9675 
Room 610, Federal Ofl^dg. 228-7601 
506 Old Post Office Buudag 393-71(0

Pan Am Building . 765-<XXX>
255 Ponce de Leon Avenue 

5401 Paulsen Street . 354-9911
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CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY
, n al  ____________ INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERYI. 0. 41 
4-20-68

----------—^—^^_^_^—^—^^^_^____^^M_M^^_K__BH^__i_»^«_^_H_H^^H_ki^M1B_^^M&aaUi^aKHj^^^^^m

WANTED BY FBI
ALIASES:

JAMIES EARL RAY
Eric Starve Galt, W. C. Hetron. Harvey Lowmyer, Janies McBride, James O’Conner, James Walton, James Walyonr Jolin Willard. “Jim”

FBI No. 405,942 G

16 M 9 U 000 12

M 4 W 101

Photographs taken 1960 Photograph taken 1968 
(eyes drawn by artist)

W

DESCRIPTION
AGE: 40, born March 10. 1928, Alton,Illinois
HEIGHT: 5’10” EYES: blue
WEIGHT: 163 to 174 aounris COMPEEOION: medium
BUILD: medium RACE: white
HAIR- bra'"'". Possibly cut shott NATIONALITY: Ameriaan
OCCUPAOIONS: baker, color metcller, laboeer u
SCARS AND MARKS: small scar on center of foeeleedd and small scar on 

palm of right hand
REMARSS: noticeably aroerdding left ear; reportedly is a lone weif; 

allegedly attenddd dance iastrucrioa school; has reportedly 
compleeed course in bartend'org

CRIMINAL RECORD
Ray has teen convccted of binary, robbery, forging U. S. Postel Money 
Oeeees, armed robber, and operaagg motor vehicle without owasr’s 
consent.

CAUTION
RAY IS SOUGHT IN CONNETTION WITH A MURDER WHERENN THE 
VICTIM WAS SHOT. CONSIDER ARMED AND EXTEEMELY DAN­
GEROUS.

A Fteetol w^ant wds issydd on April 17. 1968, at Brrmingemm, Alabmmy, charging Ray as Eric Stervo Gatt with coaspiriag to interfere with a COaStitUtiOael Right of a citizen (Title 18 U S 
Cl^.rnde SeHinn ia?^613 war;a w* alS° ^^ on Ju^ 201 1967’ at Jsffsrsoa City. Eissouei, cha^g Ray with Iateretete Flight to Avoid Conrieemant tor the crime of Ro'bbery u. e. Code, Sdclrlall 10/3/. bw>; (*

™^OuUAHAVME.1lOFO»E**[IM CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEAEE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL FBI OFFIEE. 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL FBI OFFKES LISTED ON BACK.

Ieeatificarioa Order 4182
April 20, 1968

A
Director/ |
Fddleral Bm/au of Iavesrigarioa
WeePiae0an, D. C. 20535
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SPECIAL AGENT IN CHAM®
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEATI<LNTINN (1/12/68)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE '

Located at: Building Telephony

LEBLNYY, New York 12207 
ADUQQUEQQUE, New Mexfco 87101 
ANCHOJAGE, Alaska 99501 
ATLANTA, Georgia 30303 
BALTMOERE, Marylnnd 21202 

• BI1MAN<HIAM, Aldawn 35203 
BOSTON, Massachusetts 02203

BUFFALO, New York 14202 
BUTTE, Montana. 59701 
CHARLOTEE, North Carolina 28202 
CHICAGO, Illinois 60604

aACAAJAT^ Ohio 45202

CLEVELAND, Ohio 44199 .
COLUMBIA. South Carolina 29201 
BA.LLAS, Texas 75201

DENVER, Colorado 80202 
DETEOrr, MlcMaaa 48226

EL PASO, Texas 79901 
HONOLULU, Hawaii 96813 
HOUSTON, Texas 77002

DDIUNAOLUS, Miami 46207 
JACKSON, Mississippi 39201

JACKSONVILLE, Florida 32202

KANSAS CITY, Missouri 64106

KNOXVLLLE, Tennessee 37902 
LAS VEGAS, Nevada 89101 
LITTLE ROCK, Arkasaas 72201 
LOS ANGELES, California 90017 
LOUSV/•ILLE, Kentucky 40202 
MEMPFSS, Tennessee 38103 
AXAAr Florida 33137 
MLWAULEE, Wiar:<:a>sin 53202

AAAEAOELIS, Ailmesota 55401 
MOESLE, Alabama 36602 
NEWARK, New Jersey 07101

ALWKLVEr, Coanrrtrcut 06510 
NEW ORLEANS, LouSsinna 70113 
NEW YORK, New York 10021 
NORFOLK, Virginal 23510

OKEAFK1ALA CITY, Oklahoma 73118 
OMAHA, Nebraska 68102 
LHIIADELHLrA, PrI>nsylv!aaa 19107 
PHOENX,, Arizona 85013 
PITTSSt-MH, LransylIvnnia 15222 
LORTLAND^ Oregon 97205 
RKHMOADr, Virgate 23220 
SACRAMENTO, Callforalr 95814 
ST. LOUSS, Missouri 63103 
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah 84111 
AAALATONKX Texas 78206 
SAN DIEGO, California 92103 
SAN FELAC:AC:O, California 94102

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 00917

SAVANNAH, Georgia 31405 
SLLTTLE, WraMig0» 98104 
ALRIA'GFLIDD, Ilans 62701 
TAMPA, Florda 33602 „ .
WASHINGTON, D. c. 20535

502 U.S. Post Office & Ct. House 465-7551 
4303 Federal Office Bldg. CHapel 7-1555
Room 204, Federal Building 272-M14
275 Peachtree St., N.E. JAckson 1-3900
408 US Post Office Bldg. Xrlxa>gt0nn 9-6700 

,Room 1400 - 2121 Bldg. 322-7711.
John F. Kennedy Federal Richmond 2-5533

Office Building .
400 U.S. Court House Bldg. 856-780
400 Thornonn Bunding 792-2504
1120 Jefferson Standard Lite Bldg. 333-4126 
Room 905, U. S. Court House 451-1353

& Federal Office Budding
415 U. S. Post Office & 421-4310

Court House Building , 
3005 Fed<eral Office Building 522-1400
1529 Hampton Street ' 252-19:11
Room 200 - 1810Commeree Riverside 1-18151 

Street
Room 18218, Federal Office Bldg;. 222-501. 
913 Federal Building Woodward 5-2323

& U. S. Court House .
202 U. S Court House Bldg. 533-7451
206 Dillingham Building 59546
6015 Federal Bunding & Capitol 8-1414

U. S. Court House
1221 North Peansy^aniaa Street 632.-6415
Room 800 - First Federal 948- I0X» 

Savings Building
414 U. S. Court House & 355-1401

Post Office Building
707 U. S. Court House Baltimore 1-8100

Bunding
617 WaUuit Street, Southwest 524-27511
Room 2-011 Federal Office Bldg. 385-1281 
215 U. S. Post Office Bldg. FR 2-3177
1340 West 6th Street _ Hubbard 3-3551
Room 701, Bank of Louisville Bldg. 583-3941 
841 Federal Office Bldg. 525-7’373
3801 B^ayee BouJevadd 379-2421
735 U. & Post Office, Customs 276-4(84

& Court House Building
392 Federal Budding Federal 9-7861
520 Federal Budding 438-3674
U. S. PoatOffirr& Court 622-MU’S

House BuddUg
510 The Trust Company Bldg. 787-12:17
701 Loyola Avenue 522-4671
201 East 69th Street Lehigh 5-770
420 U. S. Post Office & 625-1631

Court House BuildEng
5104 N. Francis Street Victor 2-7471
1010 Federal Office Bldg. 348-1210 
500.Wi<leIrsr Building ECrust 5-53<W
244 West Osborn Road Cresweodd 9-5511
1300 Federal Office Bldg. 471-2<XX>
423 U. S Court House Bldg. 224-4181
200 West Grace Street 644-2831
20201 Street _ 441-1278.
2704 Federal Budding Chestnut 1-5357
3203 Federal Bunding Elgin 5-7521
433 Federal Budding CA 5-67’41
3211 Fifth Avenue 297-301
450 Golden Gate Lveaulr, 552-2155

Box 36015
Pan! Am Building 765-60X0

255 Ponce de Leon Avenue
5401 Paulsen Street 354-19)11
1015 Second Avenue AaIa 2-0460
421 South Sixth Street A 522-967’5 
Room 610, Federal Offi^Bg. 228-76611 
506 Od Posit Office BuildiF 393-710
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o

SAC (44-374) (p)

SA R, GORDON EDDY

4/30/68

MURKIN

RE: Contact of Race
Track Officials

.. Attached hemo for each of the listed Agents
are five copies of the Identification. Order of JAMES 
EARL RAY. Agents receiving this memo are requested to 
contact appropriate Track Seccuity Officers and insure 
that they exhibit this I. O. to all track personnel to 
see if they have observed. RAY in the past and to alert 
them to RAY's possible appearance^ in the future. Each 
Agent is also requested to advise SA R. GORDON EDDY how 
many sdditi.maL copies of this IO. W1 be necessary for 
^ circularization of this IO. to all Track Seccuity 
personnel, to all track, bet and payoff windows and to 
track personnel at track gates.;

AU Agents receiving this memo will submit 
memo for the fies. showing persons contacted,

BUFFALO

AT HA1MBURG, NEWi YORK. At Hamburg Race Track 
SA JAMES A. COMFORT Will disseminate IO to track security, 
officers.

AT FORT ERIE, ONTARIO, CANADA. At Fort Erie 
Race Trad, SA JAMES P. MC MAHON WILT distribute ataached 
IO to appropriate track security officers.

1 - SA JAMES A. COMFORT (Attachments 5)
1 - SA JAMES P. MC MAHON "
D SA JAMES E. NEAL ”
I- SA JEROOME C., O HANLON 11
RGsrlk 
(5)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BU 44-374

LEADS (Continued)
BUFFALO (Continued)

AT FORT ERIE, ONTARIO, CANADA

(2) will advise what other Canadian, tracks 
should be furnsshed with copy of IO.

, AT BATAVIAN-NEW YORK

Will, at Batavia Downs Raceway,, SA JAMES E. NEAL 
furnish attached IO to track Security personnel.

AT CANANDAIGUA, NEW YORK

_ SA JEROME C. O^IANION will, at Canandaigua 
Raceways, disseminate attached IOs to appropriate track 
personnel

-2-
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SAC (44-374) (P) . 4/30/68

SA R. GORDON EDDY

HURON

RE: Contact of Race
Track Officials

.. Attard hereto f°r each of the listed Agents
are five copies of the Identi■fieatlon Order of JAMES 
EARL RAY. Agents receiving this memo are requeseed to 
contact appropriate Track Security Officers and insure 
that they edhbit this I. O. to all -track personnel to 
see if they have observed RAY in the past and to alert 
them to RAY1s possible appearance in the future. Each 
Agent is also requested to advise SA R. GORDON EDDY how 
.many additional copies. of this IO. wiil be necessary for 
a circularizaiinn of this IO. to all Track Seccuity 
personnel, to all track bet and payoff windows and to 
track personnel at track gates.

All Agents receiving this memo will submit 
memo 'for the fiees showing persons contacted.

. LEADS

. BUFFALO '

AT HAMBURG, NEW YORK. At Hamburg Race Track 
'SA"’JAMES A. COMFORT will' 'disseminate IO to track security, 
officers. .

AT FORT ERIE, ONTARIO, CANADA. At Fort Erie 
Race Trad; SA JAMES P. MC MaROn will distribute ataached 
IO to appropriate track secuuity officers.

1 - SA JAMES A. COMFORT (Attachments 51 
(3> SA JAMES P. MC MAHON ( "
I* SA JAMES E. NEAL ”
1 - SA JEROME C. O'HANLON "
RGEsrlk 
(5)

I
SEARCHEO-^^ND^D0^^

SaaUlZt^ULFLItD-a^ ,
. /MAI 11968J
X y/^FRU/BUGFALO

MOttOi^
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IEADS (Continued)

BUFFALO (Continued)

AT FORT ERIE, ONTARIO, CANADA

. . . - (2) Will advise what other Canadian tracks 
should be furnSshed with copy of IO.

AT BATAVIA, NEW YORK

_W^ At Batavia Downs Raceway, SA JAMES E. NEAL
•furnish attached TO to track Seeuuity personnel.

AT CANANDAIGUA, NEW YORK

„SA JESROME C. O.'MNI°N;will, at Canandaigua 
Raceways^ disseminate ataached IOs to appropriate track personnel

-2-
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SAC (44-37#),, (P) J. 4/30/68

,SA R. GORDON -EDDY-

i;-.’HE: ' Contact' of -Race 
■ " Track Officials

: "Attached hereto for.-each:0, the listed Agents
are. five copies of the Identification Order of - JAMES 
EAHL HAY. Agents receiving this memo are requested to , 
contact appropriate Track Security Officers•and insure

• . - that they ^x#^ this I. 0. to all track personnel to. 
. . . see if they have observed RAY in the past and to alert 
. . them to-RAT-a possible appearance in the future.- Each .

• . . Agent is also requested to advise SA R. GORDON EDDY how. • ,
■ • L many aidh;^! .copies' of th-s I-O. wll ^ necessary for -.

- . a c■i.rculaFi^aiim of this IO. to.all Track'SecuUity .
. personnel, to , all track bet and'payoff .windows and to

■ track personal- at .track gates.. \ : " ■ ? ' •

Jr. All. Agents receiving /this memo’ will submit ■ .
. memo for the••fiees showing persons-contacted.;, • .

LeADs .7 ■ • '; •
■ BUFFALO . " '

• ■ MJAMBURG,_JEW_Y^ -At Hamburg Race. .Track
. SA JAMES. A., COMFORT w£il7 disseminate Ip to track security, 

officers., . k- .Kr.- ’7’ ’
• ' ATJffiJRiEiJteAROi Canada. ' At Fort Erie

; , ; Race T.racs^A^AMESTTrTMC^MAHONT^lir'distrlbi.tte ataaohed
<■ IO to. appropriate; track security ofneers, ■ - . .

; r- SA JAMES A. COMFORT. ^-(Attaacmentis-5) : '
■ ■ 1 .- SA JAMES P. MC MAHON ''. ,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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LEADS (Continued)

BUFFALO (Continued)

AT FORT ERIB, ONTARIO, CANADA '
'•'■■"■■■■•l■•“■■•■'■*■l■••■■■'^■lll■■■■••••■■■l■■■•l■«*■l■•l■•■■>•■••■•

(2) Will advise wMt other Canadian tracks 
should be ftarnlhhed with copy of IO.

AT BATAVIA, NEW YORK

. - • . 7 WH, «t Batavia Downs Raceway, SA JAMES E. HEAL
furnish attached 10 to track Secuuity personnel.

AT CANAHIAIGUA, NEW YORK . ,

„ SA JEROME C. OWwiU, at drnandai3ua 
Raceways, disseminate ataached TOs to appropriate track 
personnel

-2-
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opTonui form no. H 
MAY 1941 EDiton 
GSA GIN. REG. NO. 17

5010-104

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC ((44-374)) (P)

FROM ,: , SA R. GORDON EDDY

DATE: 4/30/68

SUBJECT: MURKIN . ,

Latent Fingerprint Examinations'

-The Bureau has instruceed'that all Law Enforcement 
Agencies, in the Buffalo Division which maintain unideetified 
latent fnngerprints Ln connectOon with maaters under their 
jurisdiction should immediately be contacted. A icequest . 
should be made that these unidentifedd latents which 
have been obtained si.nce -4/23/67 shoul.d be compared with 
the fingerprints of JAMES EARL RAY as they appear on his 
Identifcaatonn Order,.

1 - sa raYmond d. angle, jr.
1'- SAA%MAURICE?'G. ANTHONY
1'5 sa’Robert w. bucher
1 - sa Joseph j.’cain
1 - SA DONALD CHESWORTH, JR.
1 - SA RICHARD F. FOLEY
1 - SAA DON FRITZ HEIM
1 - SA EUGENE A. HEVERON
1 - SA HUGH H. HIGGINS, JR.
1 - SA PAUL A. JOENSEN
1 f-SA RAYMOND C. KRUGER
1 - SA DUNCAN C. LIVOGSSOONE
1. - SA. ANDREW-S. MANNING, JR.
1 - SA THOMAS J. MOORE, JR.
1 - SAA' JOHN F. RISDON
1 - SA RICHARD W. RUDY
1 - SA WALTER J. SAMEIS5TAD
1 - SA JACK R. SMAILDION
1 - SA ROBERT F. UTZ ”
1 - SA JAMES A. COMFORT
1 - SA JAMES E. OEAL
RGE:rlk , 
(23)/^
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LEADS

ALL RESIDENT AGENTS AND
ROAD TRIP AGENTS  -

b Will make appropriate contacts and by memorandum
identify agencies contacted and the dates thereof and 
whether these agencies maintain a latent Ynngerarint.
fiee. If so, the memorandum should show that utidentifted 
latents were compared With RAY's -fnngerprints and the 
results of this compaaison.

" JAMES EARL RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND 
EXTREMELY DANGEROUS? ------- ------- “ ' —

-2-
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OOTTKNMAI FORM no. 10 5010*104
MAY 1902 MOTION 
GSA GEN. HO. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : ALL agents date: 4/31/68

FROM : SAC NEIL- J. WELCH

SUBJECT: MURKIN

of 
as

EACH AGENT IES REQUESTED TO CAREFULLY READ THIS 
MEMORANDUM AND TO BE ALERT TO DISCUSS THIES CASE 
WITH EAC!H PERSON CONTACTED. SINCE THIS CASE IES 
RECEIVTIGG NATION-WIDE PUBLICITY, JET IES OF THE 
UTMOST IMPORTANCE THAT EVERY AGENT TAKE EVERY 
POSSIBLE STEP TO BRING THIES CASE TO A SPEEDY 
SOLUTION.

Attached h^to for an Agents are extra copies 
the IitntificatOon Order (IO) on JAMES EARL RAY, as well 
five photographs. Additional copies of each are being 

ordered foom the Bureau.

, .Each Agent is requested during his daily inves-
igatoon to exibit; RAY’s photograph to persons intevveowed 

and Where appropriate, to furnish copies of the IO to per— 
^ sons intevvioted. As soon as additoonal copies of the IO 

are received loom the Bureau, they will be made available 
for these contacts. . ■

1 - 44-374
achTAgent

RGEtbmp 16-1 p

It is emphasized that it is exteemely important ' to exhhbit RAY’s photograph or leave copies of thie IO in 
making the follownig contacts: ,

Rooming houses
Hotels
Motels
Race tracks
Sports arenas
StadUmis

SEARCHED..

SER1AUEED.

FBI-BUFFALO / „=it
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Taverns
Transient labor pools, 

such as Manpower and Nugents 
Unions
Daicing schools
Bartenders and bartending schools
Banking and other financial institutions 
New and used car dealers 
Automobile repair services 
Gas statoons 
Car rental agencies
Railroad, bus and -train ticket agents 
Hippie rooming houses 
Hippie nightcuubs 
Law enforcement officers 
Immigration offccers 
Border patrol offccers 
News media personnel
Personnel offccers in plants, 

industry and other busCnesses
Union stewards or business agents

In each of these contacts, persons should be 
ftlrnSshed with RAY’s full name plus 0.1 known aliases. 
In any recontacts, they should again be shown RAY’s photo­
graph and the maater rediscussed with them.

ARMED ROBBERIES 
AND BURGLARIES

RAY should be considered a suspect in all local 
armed robberies and burglaries and tin all bank robberies 
and burglaries. Agents handling contacts with local Robbery 
and Burglary Squads should maintain close laasoon and fur­
nish investigating officers with photographs of RAY to ex­
hibit to any witnesses they may have. If latent fOngerpriots 
are developed, it should be assured that RAY’s fingerprints 
are compared with these unidenttfeed prints.

-2-
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AUTO THEFTS

Agents handling UTSMV matters should carefully 
review all their unsub cases, particularly those since 
4/5/68, for any information indicating RAY may have stolen 
the car involved. Particular emphasis is placed on any 
car case where a car stolen in the State of Georgia has 
been recovered within the Buffalo Division. Any latent 
fingerpriits developed should be submitted to the Bureau 
for comparison with RAY’s .fnigerprints.

In any future ITSMV case, RAY should be considered 
a prime suspect and every recovered vehicle should be pro­
cessed for latent fnigerprints. Leads set out for other 
offcces should remind them of the posssiility that RAY might 
be involved in the theft.

IMMIGRATION, CUSTOMS, 
AND BORDER PATROL

Alhhough stops have been placed with all points 
of entry from the United States into Canada, both with 
Canadian ]OoOgration and Ammrican Immigration, each Aren't, 
in contacting any Border Patrol Officers, Immigration In­
spector, or Customs Official, should make sure that he has 
available a photograph or IO of RAY and i.s again requested 
to be alert for RAY’s attempt to enter or -leave the United 
States. In this regard, tceket takers at the bridges should 
also be alerted to be on the lookout for RAY.

NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY

In any contacts had with Thruway tceket takers, 
Thruway repaimnen, Thruway repair service trucks, and Thru­
way tow trucks, IOs should be fuimihhed and they should be 
requested to be on the lookout for RAY. New York State 
Trooper’s, who patrol the Thruway, should also be furnshhed 
IOs when contacted.

-3-
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\

CAR RENTAL AGENCIES

, ^contacts with car rental agencies, IOs should
be made available so that if RAY attempts to rent a car, a 
Ikknness is readily available for personnel. Rental agen­
cies should also be asked if they have any unreturned auto- 
moobles. Careful consideratinn should be given to the pos- 
s^lJty that RAY is in possession of one of these vehicles. 
In addition, arrangements should be made for all employees 
of the rental agencies to view RAY’s photograph to determine 
if he has at any ttaie rented an automobile foom that agency. 
In recontacts, this matter should be rediscussed.

TRANSIENT LABOR POOLS
AND MIGRANT LABOR CAMPS

\ . In each contact with personnel supplying tran­
sient labor, ItOs of RAY should be made available to appro­
priate personnel and in recontacts, they should be realereed 
to be on the lookout for RAY. "

ROOMING HOUSES, MOTELS, 
„AND HOTELS_____________

In contact;® with operators or managers of these 
establishments, they should be requested to advise whether 
RAY has ever stayed in their place. Appropriate photographs 
should be made available with a request that the Buffalo '
Office be notifeed if anyone they believe to be RAY ateempts 
to register. Ito recontacts, this matter should be rediscussed.

TAVERNS AND NIGHTCLUBS

Since RAY attended bartending school, he may seek 
employment as a bartender*. In cin'tact;i with taverns, bar­
tenders, and other employees;, as weei as operators of bars, 
they should be queried concerning RAY and photographs made 
available.

-4-
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BU 44-374

UNIONS, UNICON STEWARDS, 
AND BUSINESS AGENT'S

In contacts with any union officials, particularly 
unions representing bartenders, IOs or photographs of RAY 
should be made available, and they should be requested t;o 
review their current memmbeship to see if he could presently 
be a member of the uni.on. They should also be alerted to 
possible future memmbeship by RAY. -

RACE TRACKS, STADIUMS, 
AND SPORTS ARENAS

Contacts with race track security personnel, ticket 
takers, cashiers should incuude making available RAY‘s photo- 
g^aph or IO.and personnel should be requested to be on the 
alert for RAY. Similar action should be taken at stadums 
and sports arenas. This would incuude alerting concession 
operators and parking lot attendants. 5

POLICE SCHOOLS, MUTUAL 
AID GROUPS, AND LAW . 
enforcement conferences

Police school instructors and others Who appear 
before police groups should discuss this case with these 
offccers and ask them to be on the alert for RAY and to alert 
their personnel to be on the lookout for RAY.

Attached to this memorandum is background data 
concerning this case Which the Bureau has made public and 
this infomation can be utilieed in discussing this case.

With regard to police schools, even though a pre­
ceding -instnxctor may have discussed this case with the - 
group, each instructor should rediscuss it and if there is 
additional data which can be made public, it should be fur­
nished to them.

-5-
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LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS

In individual contacts with local-, Coirnty, State, 
and Fedeeal law enforcement officers, "IOs should be made 
available wherever possible; and this case should be dis­
cussed with these officers with a request that they be alert 

• for, RAY and t;hat they 'ask -their feioow officers t;o be on the 
alert for him also. In recontacts, this case should be re- 
discussed^

RAILROAD, BUS AND TRAIN 
TICKET AGENT'S AND TAXICAB 
OPERATORS .

Alhhough IOs have been disseminiaeed t;o all air­
lines, bus and raHooad statoons, in each contact with any 
personnel of any transportatoon service, RAY’s photograph 
should be exhibited and his name and all aiaases should be 
furnished. Personnel contaceed should also be requested to 
advise whether they have seen RAY and to be on the alert 
for him in the future. In recontacts, the matter should be
redscuussed.

PERSONNEL OFFICERS AND 
EMPLOYMENT AGENCIES

In contacts with personnel offers in any in­
dustrial plants, businesses, retaurant, and chain stores, 
they should be fuirnsshed an IO on RAY, his name and all 
aiaases and should be asked whether RAY could be presently 
employed by their agency, as weei as alerted to any future 
applicatoon for employment he might make.

NEW AND USED CAR DEALERS, CAR 
REPAIR AGENCIES, GARAGES AND 
SERVICE STATIONS, AND AUTOMOBILE 
AUCTIONS

In contacts with personnel associated with any of the above businesses, they should be furnshhed an IO or

-6-
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photograph of RAY and interviewed to detemine whether they 
have any infomation concerning him. They should also be 
requested to be on the alert foe RAY.

.NEWS MEDIA

The Bureau has requested that ail news media in 
radio, television-, and the press publicize RAY’s photograph 
and description as frequently as possible. Resident Agents 
and Road Trip Agents in particular are to insure that all 
news media in their territories have been furnished photo­
graphs of RAY, his description, and background inOomatton 
concerning him. (Any ntctssary photographs and IOs should 
be requested of SA R. GORDON EDDY.)

The Bureau's public statemtots with regal’d to this 
case are attached to this memorandum as is a description of 
RAY. •

BANKING AND FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTIONS

Io contacts with banking officials, bank tellers, 
and othte personnel in banking instituttons, photographs of 
RAY should be made available and personnel should be agreed 
to be on the lookout -for RAY.

............... I* is ta0™ RAY had a.safety deposit box 1o Br- mingham, Alabama, at a banking .institutton. .Since he seems to have access -to funds, he may be obtaining them by robbery 
or burglary. He has previously served tme for stealings 
postal money oretrs and passing them and, therefore, the 
potsSbiiity that he may pass bad check:s should be passed on 
to banking and fniancial iostituttoo officials.

POST OFFICE BURGLARIES

In the past, RAY burglarized the Post Office and 
obtanned a number of Postal money oretrs, which he passed

-7-
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in the mid-West. RAY should be considered a suspect in any 
Post Office burglary or in ths passing of any stolen Post 
Office money orders. Postal Inspectors should be Xurniseed 
IOs of RAY and in any unsolved Post Office burglaries where 
latent prints are available or cashed stolen money order’s 
are in possession of Postal Inspectors, any -latent finger­
prints or handwritnng developed should be submiteed to the 
Bureau for compaaison.

' XTSP MATTERS ,

In all unsub bad check cases and credit car’d cases 
(note Bureau's jurisdictoon in credit car’d cases), RAY should 
be considered as a suspect. His propensity for check passing 
should be catted to the attentoon of hotel, motel, tavern, 
and restaurant operators, as reel as officials and employees 
of banking instiuutoons.

Similar inOorpatioi should be juumsseed to automo­
bile dealers, department store personnel, and other individuals 
with whom RAY may ateempt to cash a check or utilise a credit 
card. Any latent fingerprints or handwritnig developed should 
be compared with RAY's.

.DANCE STUDIOS AND 
BALLROOMS ,

Since RAY has taken dancing lessons -in Caaifornia 
and Bimainhhml, the posss-ii-ity exists he may continue such 
lessons. In contacts with dance studio operators and per­
sonnel, as in contacts with night spots and dance ballooops, 
appropriate aersoinsl should be requested -to be on the look- ’ 
out for RAY. In recontacts, the matter should be rediscussed.

PROCESS

On 7/20/67, a comppaint authorized by AUSA WILLAM4 
A. KITCHEN, Western District of Missouui, Kansas City, MLssowi,

-8-
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was filed before USC, Jefferson City, MLssouui, charging 
RAY with vislatSon of Title 18, USC Section 1073, in' con- 
nlctSon with his esca.pe foom the Missouri State Peniten­
tiary, on 4/23/67^ A warrant was issued on 7/20/67.

On 4/17/68, AUSA R. MACEY TAYIOR, Birmingham, 
authorized the filing of a complaint charging ERIC STARVO 
GALT (an alias of RAY) with Conspiracy to violate Section 
241, Title 18, USC, and reconmended bond in the amount of 
$50,000. On that same date, SAC JOSEPH H. GAMBLE fUed 
a commlaint before USC MILDRED F. SPRAGUE!, Birmingham, , 
and a warrant was issued at that tme.

INFOMAOTS

In every con-tact with every CI, PCI, RI, SI or 
PRI, he should be requested -to be alert to any and all in­
formation concerning RAY or RAY’s whereabouts. It -is em­
phasized that this matter should be brought up in EVERY 
contact and not just once..

-9-
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DESCRIPTION

The following is a composite description of 
JAMES EARL RAY:

Name JAMES EARL RAY,
Also known as
Eric Starvo Gilt, . 
W C. Herron, 
Earl James, 
Harvey Lowber, 
James McBBide, 
James I’Conner,
Eirl James Ray, 
James Wa^on,
James Walyon, 
John Willard, 
Jim

Race Wite
Sex Male
Born ,3/10/28 or 3/10/29
Age 39 or 40 •
Place of Birth .Decatur, Quincy or 

Alton, Hl Illinois• Height
Weight

Approximately 5'10" 
174 pounds in 9/66

CompOexion Ruddy
Eyes Blue
Hair ■ Brown (brush cut)
Build Medium
Occupations Laborer; 

baker;
graduate of bartending 
school!, Los Angeles, 
Californil, 3/2/68

Scars SiipII scar center of 
forehead;
scar on pam of right 
hand

I

-10-
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Education
Chaarcteristi.cs

Claims 10th grade
Avid dancer, but described 
by some as poor dancer;

Loner., but described by 
some as introvert;

Neat dresser;
Drinks alcoholic beverages, 
but has preference for 
vodka and beer;

Fan of country and western 
music;

Language and diction of 
rural quaaity;

Has nervous habit of pu'linig 
on ear lobe;

Left ear protuudes farther 
from head than right ear;

Drifter;
In some photos, appeal’s to 

have deft chin
Army Serial No. 
Military Record

16163129
Enlisted in Army 2/46; given 
general discharge 12/23/48 
by reason of ineptness and 
lack of adaataaility for 
military service

FBI No. 
FPC

306 443 A
16 M 9 U 000 12

M 4 W 101 Ref 9
12

NCIC FPC
Medical History 1613H001H2II12H17 

Treated for gonorrhea and 
syphilis while in service; 
Has been confined State 
Hoisttcl, Fulton, Missouri

-11-
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PUBLICITY

The following publicity was released by the 
Bureau on 4/17/68'$

. ,"Attorney General RAMSEY CLARK announced 
on 4/17/68 that ERIC STARVO GALT is being sought 
by the FBI as a Fugitive on a Federal charge a- 
risng from the fatal shooting of the Rev. Dr. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, in Memohis, Tennessee, 
on 4/4/68.

“Director J. EDGAR HOOVER stated that a 
Federal comphaint wast fUed by the FBI in Bir­
mingham, Alabama, on 4/17/68, charging GALT 
^^h conspiring to violate the civil rights 
of Dr. KING Ln violation of Title 18, Section 
241, of the United States Code.

"The FBI comphaant charges that ’on or 
ab°ut 3/29/68 at Blmlnnghrm, Alabama,.^Eric 

' Starvo Gaat and an individual whom he aieeged 
t.o.be his brother, entered into a conspiracy 
which continued unil on or about 4/5/68 to 
injure, oppress, threaten, or intimidate Matin 
Luther King, Jr.,...Ln the free exercise or 
OTjom^t of a right secured to him by the 
CooeSitutioe or laws of the United States; 
namiy, the right to freely travel from state 
to state. In furth^nce of this conspiracy, 
Eric Starvo Galt did, on or about 3/30/68, 
pur-chase a^fle at Biraingham, Alabama..’

"According to Mr. HOOVER, a 30.0)6 rifle 
equipped with a telescopic sight was found 
near a rooming house on South Main Street in 
Memphis' iomodiately after the fatal shooting 
of Dr. KING occurred. The rooming house over­
looks the Lorraine Hotel and mooe! where Dr. 
KING- was stryLLee.

-12-
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"Mr. HOOVER said that FBI Agents deter­
mined that the 30.06 rifle had been purchased 
from a^un dealer in Biratoghum, Alabama, on 
3/30/68. The telescopic sight also was pur­
chased foom this dealer.

' ’"The FBI Director said GALT, who has used 
the names of JOHN WILLARD and HARVEY LOWMYER 
in the past, is the owner of a 1966 white Mus­
tang bearing Alabama ICeense plates which was 
located abandoned in Atlanta, Georgia, on 
4/11/68. Investigation disco'seed GAIT purchased 
this car froom a private citizen in Birainhhm 
on 8/30/67. Thu Mustang's odometer showed that 
it had been driven more than 19,000 .miles between 
late August, 1967 and early April, 1968.

"According to Mr. HOOVER, GALT-'s travels 
in the, Mustang included trips to Ios Angeles, 
Cahifiiiih; New Orleans, louisana; Bi■rminhhmn, 
Alabama; and Mexico, as wen as to Memphis, 
Tlnilssll, and Atlanta, Georgia. GAIT was re­
ported to have been in Memphis on 4/3 and 4/68 
and to have departed fomm there for Atlanta.

"Intensive iniestigatonn by the FBI had 
discooeed GAIT has clammed to have been employed 
as a Cook on Mississippi river vessels and as 
a Merchant Seaman. He is said to be an avid 
dancer and took dan icing lessons in New Orleans 
in 1964 and 1965; in Bimiiniaml during September 
and October, 1967; and in long Beach. California, 
'foom Decaabbr. 1967 to February, 1968.

“GAIT left Ios Angeles on 12/15/67 and 
drove his white Mustang to New Oriels where 
he claimed he contacted either an engineering 
or contracting film. He left New Orleans on 
12/19/67 and arrvved back in Ios Angeles on 
12/21/67.
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•Wile -in the Los Angeles area early this 
year, GALT took a course at a School of Bartend­
ing and was graduated on 3/2/68,

•The Fugitive is described as white male. 
He is approximately 5 Feet 8 Inches to 5 Feet 
11 inches tail and weighs between 160 and 175 
pounds. He is said to be a neat dresser and 
has a medUm build.

."GALT has brown hair, which he wear's in a 
’brush cut. He reportedly has blue eyes; his 
nose is straight and narrow; hits teeth are straight 
and dean; and he has given his date of birth as July 20, 1931.

"The Fugitive is said to have a nervous 
hm of occasionnaiy pulling at an ear lobe 
with his hand. His left ear protuudes farther 
from his head than his right ear.

’According to Mr. HOOVER, persons who have 
met GALT describe him as a ’loner' and state 
his language and diction have a ’rural’ quality 
and suggest that he probably does not have a 
high degree of education-. He its said to drink 
alcoholic beverages and has a preference for 
vodka and beer. He is a fan of Western and 
Couitry music.

"GALT should be 'consiaeeed ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
Any -information concemnng him should be furnihhed 
immeeiately to the nearest FBI Office.

-14-
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The followtog press release was made on 4/19/68:

_ /"A/Jgney Genea R^ EY CLARK announced 
on»r19v68 that the FBI hav Identified JAMES 
EARhRAi? an escapee from/he Missouri State Peeitemary., as ERIC STARVO GALT, against whom 
a7edfakcoml^*was filed last Wecdnesday 
an ^nnectioni with the fatal shooting of the 
Reverend Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING> JR.

"Director J. EDGAR HOOVER said that a sys­
tematic and exhaustive search of latent finger- 
L^ts uncove^ in the Dr. KING case agninst 
therfntgerPr’'nt'Lof the over 53,000 persons for whom_ Wan^ Notices’ have been posted in the 
J*1®® of the FBI's Identification Divisoon led Io the determination that CALT and RAY are iden- 
vicala

'Mr. .HOOVER said that RAY, who is 4-0 years 
of age£ 'was reported missing from the Missouri 
Sate Pententiary at Jefferoon City Missouri, 
sinc?J_4/23/67. He had been received at that 
invitation on 3/17/60 to serve a SO-year sen- 
Ace f^^*ng conviction in St. Louis for 
Am. -Robbery and operating a motor vehicle 
without permission of the owner.

"In,9/66! w1^ serving this sentence, he ^as confined for a time in the maxmnra security 
ward at th® .State HopltM at Fulton, Missouri;

"According to Mr. HOOVER, RAY has a known 
a;SsLteCrfd.d^‘l”g back to 1949. Prior to the 
190° conviction for, which hie received the 20-year 
Jem* RAY **??een convicted of Burglary in Los 
Angeles, California, in 1949; Armed Robbery in 
Chicago, IlHnois9 in 1952; and Forging United 
States Postal money orders in Missouri in 1955,

-15-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BU 44-374

„ . "He has served terns in the Los Angeles 
County Jail in 1949; -in State Prisons at Joliet 
and Pontiac, Illinois, in 1952-54; and in the 
Federal Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, in 
1955-58. *

’’RAY was an enliseed man -n the United 
States Army foom 2/46 to 12/48 at which time 
he was given a general discharge due to in­
eptness and lack of adaataaility for miliaary 
service. Wile in the Army, he received a three­
month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and 
breaking arrest.

"Mr. HOOVER said that during his criminal 
career, RAY has also used the names of JAMES 
MC BRIDE, JAMES WALTON, W. C. HERRON, and JAMES 
O’CONNER. He is a white male; dams to have 
ieen bo™ 3/1.0/28 in rumois; is approximately 
5 feet 10 inches tall, and weighs about 163 to 
174 pounds. He has blue eyes and brown hair. 
There is a smli scar on the center of his fore­
head and a scar on the palm of his right hand.

’RAY has clammed that he attnnded school 
through the 10th grade in Alton, Il-imose. He 
has had the reputation of being a "Drifter” 
since leaving school. His vocational experience 
.includes working as a Baker, Laborer and Color 
Matcher.

"In connection with his escape -foom the 
Missouri State Penntentiary, an FBI co^alnt 
was fieed in Jefferoon City-, Missoni, on 7/20/6? 
charging RAY with unlawfully fleeing foom the 
State of Missouri to avoid cinfinement♦ He has 
bttn a Federal fugitive since then.

"RAY should be considered ARMED AND EXTREMELY 
DANGEROUS. Anyone having information concerning 
hmshould imamed-atey contact; K3I Headquurters 
in Maa^ng^, D.C., or t;he nearest FBI Office.
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The Bureau has specifically instructed that 
no expansion should be made on these press releases.

INSTRUCTORS’

. -AS.CAN READILY BE REALIZED,, THIS IS ONE OF THE 
BUREAU'S MOST IMPORTANT CASES AND EvERy“AGENt ILS EXPECTED 
EHBranasgiSESTr^^

THE BUREAU HAS ADVISED THAT ALL PERTINENT LEADS 
are BEING SErOiarBgTEOiYiE^^
TELETYPE CmRMATION, ALL LEADS MUST BE.COVERED WITHIN
ADVISEErBWAPPROPRIUEKcOMMU^^ 

I Tr- — - -------------------------------------- ------ -------- ------------------ --MEN

In preparing memoranda* teletypes or other 
correspondence* they should have a caption such as* "RE: 
SUSPICIOUS AUTOMOBILE* NEW YORK LICENSE 4E 000/’ or 
’’INVESTIGATION RE JOSEPH SMITH, ASSOCIATE OF JAMES EARL 
RAY.” The names and positions of persons contacted, in- 
duding We dare contacted and contacting Agent* along 
^ 1n£es set out in this memorandum* should be furnished to SA R. GORDON EDDY either by memorandum or routing slip 
but that this contacts are being made must be shown in 
captOoned file, '

SUBJECT. RAY HAS BREN C^mCT'ED OF ROBBERY 
WITH~A~"DEADIY*~'1WEA]1(BN; HAS BEEN HUNED ’ 
]N^A:STATE„HB^TAC;^^ AND
%?SP!,3f??,u?M*?3u»S*"“5?2S??Vt!rUoS?fl?^r?r?*-T!AK,?',£!!!re""“*a,“ SHBUm§E‘“IBNs^
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F B I

Transmit the following in

Date:; 5/1/68
PLAINTEXT_______

(Typein plaintext opcode)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority) 4

1.

TO

FROM:

DIRECTOR (44-38861LAND SAC, ATLANTA (44-21386)
SAC, BUFFALO <(44-374))

MURCIN

RE DARK BLUE MUSTANG, GEORGIA LICENSE TWO D ONE ONE

TWO DASH FIVE SIX
RICHARD J. KOHLMEIER, TONAWANDA, NY, TELEPHONICALLY

ADVISED BUFFALO OFFICE HE WAS DRIVING ALONGSIDE DARK BLUE

MUSTANG IN BUFFALO ON APRIL THIRTY LAST. WHILE STOPPED 

AT SIGNAL LIGHT, HE NOTED DRIVER BORE MARKED RESEMBLANCE 

TO PHOTO OF RAY. HE NOTED LICENSE PLATE IS GEORGIA TWO D

ONE ONE TWO DASH FIVE SIX.
ATLANTA DETERMINE TO WHOM ABOVE LISTED LICENSEE ISSUED

AND SET OUT APPROPRIATE LEADS.

AM CCS TO BUMNGGHAM, MEMPHIS AND KANSAS CITY

RAY ARMED AND DANGEROUS

1 -
1 -
1 -

_ RGEjbab 
£<41>m

Bimnnngham .(44-1740) (Info
Memphis (44-1987) (Info)
Kansas City (44-7,60) (Info

am) '44 3
(AM)’,,-1,„j: ,<f^

Approved: -.-----------UW-------------
Special Agent\in. Charge
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FBI ATLANTA

■ FBI-UFFFALO . . .

, 2-10P URGENT 5/1/K CIM

TO DIRECTOR (44-388 61) AND ATLANTA (44-2^6) 
FROM BUFFALO (44-374)

i MURCIA
r RE DARK BLUE MUSTANG, GEORGIA LICENSE TWO D ONE ONE 

TWO DASH FIVE SIX.
1 RICHARD J. KOHLMEIHb TONAWANDA, NY, TELEPHON I, CALLY

ADVISED BUFFALO OFFICEHE WAS DRIVING ALONGSIDE DARK BLUE 

MUSTANG IN BUFFALO ON APRIL THIRTY LAST. WHILE STOPPED 

AT SIGNAL LIIHT, HE NOTED DRIVER BORE MARKED RESEMBLANCE 

TO PHOTO OF RAY. HE NOT'ED LICENSE PLATE IS GEORGIA TWO D 

ONE ONE TWO DASH FIVE SIX. ,

ATLANTA DETERMINE TO WHOM ABOVE LISTED LICENSE ISSUED 

AND SET OUT APPROPRIATE LEADS.

< AM CCS TO BIRMINGHAM, MEMPHHS AND KANSALS CITY. . 
RAY ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

. ENDVSC " ' '

< FBI . ATLANTA

• FBI WASH. DC. WTK , z
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