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Transmit the following in - PIATN TEXT
. (Type in plaintext or code)
TELETYPE ~ URGENT
o . " (Priority)

FBI »
Date: 6/13/68

'TO: DIRECTOR (44 58861)'AND SAC, MEMPHIS (44:1987)

FROM: SAC, BUFFALO 154-374)

MURKIN

RE BUFFALO TEL, JUNE ELEVEN LAST, AND MEMPHIS TEL, JUNE -
TWELVE LAST., | |

INSPECTOR RICHARD GIBSONv(NA), IN CHARGE OF THE CENTRAL
IDENTIFICATION BUREAU, METROPOLITAN ‘TORONTO POLICE DEPARTMENT
(MTPD), HAD CHECK MADE OF ALL UNSOLVED MAJOR OCCURRENCES AT

'TORONTO,‘ONTARIo;7CANADA.FOR THE PERIOD APRIL TWENTYFOUR, SIXTY~

SEVEN TO JULY EIGHTEEN, SIXTYSEVEN, BUT COULD LOCATE NONE
M — T~ .
WHEREIN SUBJECT COULD BE CONSIDERED LOGICAL SUSPECT.

$- SIMLTAR CHECK OF MAJOR OCCURRENCES IN

M \Lﬂau'v:—-"‘ A

e e S st 3}

TORONTO FOR PERIOD APRIL EIGHT TO MAY SIX, SIXTYEIGHT HAD
PREVIOUSLY BEEN MADE WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS.
" DEPUTY CHIEF OF POLICE B, 0. SIMMONDS (NA), MIPD, ADVISED

-»TODAY THAT HE IS INFORMING THE LOCAL PRESS THAT THE "MYSTERIOUS

FAT MAN" HAS BEEN TOCATED, » INTERVIEWED AND ELIMINATED AND THAT
HE HAD NO SIGNIFICANCE IN THE INVESTIGATION.-‘ HE IS NOT RELEASTI
ANYTHING CONCERNING THE IDENTITY OF ;? "MY. jERIOUS FAT MAN,"

JPMcM:smk i
e, 5"/’6 7 é/

Qeria: ""L—#
U
. e
T L

e Ml TP T

Spec 1 A[]ent in Charge : 6//J /25’
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FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

BU 44374
PAGE TWO

RCM? AT TORONTO ARE PRESENTLY ENDEAVORING TO OBTAIN RECORD
OF ALL IONG DISTANCE TELEFHONE CALLS MADE FROM PUBLIC TELEPHONE
BOOTH NEAR NINE SIX TWO DUNDAS STREET WEST, TORONTO, ONTARIO,
CANADA, DURING PERTINENT PERIOD,

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FEI MEAPHI S

FEI-BUFFALO

11254 URGENT 6/13/68 DAT

TO DIRECTOR € 44-38861) AND MEMPHIS (44-1387)
FROM BUFFALO (44-374)

MURKIN

/

RE BUFFALO TEL, JUNE ELEVEN LAST, AND MEMPHIS TEL, JUJE
TWELVE LAST. ,

INSPECTOR RICHARD GIBSON (WMA), IN CHAKGE ON THE CENTRAL I DENT-
IFICATION BUREAU, METROPOLITAN TORONTO POLICE DEPT. (MTIPD)s, HAD
(HFCK MADE OF ALL UNSOLVED MAJOR OCCURRENCES AT TORONTO, ONTARIO
CANADA FOR THE PERIOD APRIL TWENTYFOUR,  SIXKTY SEVEN TO JULY EI GHTEEM,
SIKTY SEVEN, BUT COULD LOCATE NONE WHERIN SUBJECT COULD RBE CONSI DERED
LOGICAL SUSPECT. ' ,

SIMILAR CHECK OF MAJOR OCCURRENCES IN'TORONTO FOR PERIOD APRIL
EIGHT TO MAY SIX, SIKTYEIGHT HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN MADE wITH NFCATIVEF
RESULLTS,.

DEPUTY CHIEF OF POLICE B.0. SIMMONDS (NA), MTPD, ADVISED TODAY
THAT HF 15 IN~FQR\‘]IE\3G THE LOCAL ‘PRESS THAT THE "‘T‘QYSTERIO‘US FAT
MANY™ HAS BEEN LOCATED, INTERVIEWED AND FLIMINATED AND TdAT HE HAD
NO SIGNIFICANCE IN THE INVESTIGATION. HE IS NOT RELEASING ANY THING
CONCERNING THE IDENTITY OF THE "™YSTERIOUS FAT MAN .

RCMP AT TORONTO ARE PRESENTLY ENDEAVORING T0 OBTAIN RECORD OF
ALL LONG DI STANCE TELEPHONE CALLS MADE FROM PUELIC TELEPHONE EOOTH
NEAR NINE SIX 140 DUNDAS ST.» WEST, TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA, DURING
PERTINENT PERIOD. ' - '

END '
MCP /

FRI MEMPHI S - ' 5/
JAT , e -

FRPI WASH DC ' _ Searched Serializ,ed__,_’_{.

Indexes; Filed o '

P
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 . .
MAY 1982 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum
TO ‘ SAC Lhh-37l DATE: 6/12/68

FROM :@ SA Paul A. Joensen

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Stops placed with the ldentification Units of
the Rochester Police, Bureau and with the Monroe County SO
were removed by SA JOENSEN on 6/11/68.

Individuals advised are:

Captain JAMES MC GOWAN, Rochester Police Bureau.

Dep. Sher, ED BLODGETT, Monroe County S0., Rochester,

PAJ:pa]
1

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AC  (44-374) (P) | - 6/14/68
SA JAMES P. MC MAHON

MURKIN

At 11:20 a.m., on this date, a man ildentifying
himself as ROBERT JOHNSTONE, a Reporter for the "Toronto
Star," telephonically contacted the writer, stating he
was doing so at the instructions of his boss, THOMAS BETSEN,
an Editor of the "Toronto Star."

JOHNSTONE advised the reason for his call was
to obtain information regarding WALTER PEYSON and ROBERT
DE PUGH, members of the "Minutemen" organization of the
United States, who, according to JOHNSTONE, are fuglitives
from justice whose apprehension is being sought by the FBI,
He further stated he had received a report that the USA,
Missouri, had allegedly stated the FBI had information
indicating both of these fugitives were in Canada.

The writer gave JOHNSTONE absolutely no infor-
mation whatsoever concerning any leads we might have or
investigation which might be underway in Canada concerning
these two fugitives but did inquire of JOHNSTONE as to why
he saw fit to telephone this office toJmake inquiry.

i Pecarfric

JOHNSTONE, thereafter;ladvised the "Toronto Star"
has just about completed the pubiEess==a of a story which
they expect to break within the next 24 hours definitely
tying JAMES EARL RAY with the "Minutemen" organization.

JOHNSTONE was quite reluctant to answer questions
concerning this story but did state theilr investigation
has established that during the past summer, RAY resided
in a city in Canada where a member of the "Minutemen!

1 - 91-2993 - {é/é ;///ﬁ/

. SEARCHED ccvvevcreen INDEXED...cecescrseee]
'(I:I;I;ICM o ' SERIALIZED, ..vrror FILED
| | N1 31968

FBI—BUFFALO }
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BU 44-374

organization from the United States also resided, that

they have now established that they lived within one block
of one another, and that all indications are that RAY had
contact with this "Minuteman" for at least a two-week period
and maybe for as much as one month. Initially, JOHNSTONE
would not even identify the city in Canada where this as-
sociation of RAY with an unknown "Minuteman" allegedly took
place but he finally did state it was in the City of Montreal
during Expo 67.

JOHNSTONE alsc said that the "Minuteman," whom
he refused to identify, has since returned to the United
States where he is being interviewed by a Reporter from
the "Toronto Star" for the purpose of substantiating his
association with RAY, He indicated the interviewlas been
in progress for some time now, that the unknown member of
the "Minutemen" organization is represented by a lawyer
vho is present during interview, and that the lawyer's
"advice to the unknown "Minuteman" changes periodically.
In some instances, he advises his client to answer questions
fully as posed to him by the reporter and other times, he
requesgsts that his client not answer the questions immediately
until he, the lawyer, has had an opportunity to think them
over,

As indicated above, JOHNSTONE stated he expects
this story to break wit hin the next 24 hours. (It is noted
the "Toronto Star," which is one of the two Toronto after-
noon newspapers, does not publish on Sunday and, therefore,
1f such a story is actually going to be broken, it more than
likely will be in Saturday afternoon's edition.)

: JOHNSTONE also expressed the belief that much
unfounded speculation has been engaged in by the news medila
in Toronto since the arrest of RAY but that he, personally,
felt that if this "Minutemen" angle was anything but accurate,
he would be greatly surprised.

Incidental to the call, JOHNSTONE stated that his
father was a former member of the Metropolitan Toronto
Police Department (MTPD) and he expressed great admiration
for and confidence in the MIPD,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BU U371

While the writer does not know JOHNSTONE and is,
therefore, in no position to evaluate his reliability, it
is suggested that consideration be given to the possibility
that whether this story has any basis in fact or not it '
may have the corollary purpose of ascertaining whether
the FBI is, in fact, working closely with the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police (RCMP) on Canadian leads in the MURKIN case
and for that reason, it is believed that this information,
as received, should be furnished promptly to the RCMP,
Toronto. :

-3

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. a?::(::lzl.sl;?:hoﬂ"NO 10 L " 5010-107-02 ‘ » . L .
Zﬁf-"rgﬁ"éﬁms GOV’NMENT R L ®
| -Memomna’um

- . TO

JEROML G0 SA JAMES P.MC MAHON- .

- SUB.‘]ECT._:' o _-MURKIVIN,? R

‘ v At 11 20 a.m., :on thls date, a man ldentlfylng ,
- hlmself as ROBERT JOHNSTONE, a Reporter for the "Toronto
. Star,” teTephonlcally contacted. the writer, stating he - =
L--was doing.so -at: the Lnstructlons of . hlS boss, THOMAS BETSEN
an Editor of the "Toronto Star.," . .

Co JOHNSTONE advrsed the réason for hlo call was.
. to obtain information: re§ardlng WALTER ‘PEYSON and ROBERT,

. DE PUGH, members.of the Minutemen" ‘organization . .of the,
United States, who, according to JOHNSTONE, are fugltlves
_from. Justrce whose apprehension. is béing sought by .the FBI
." He further stated he had received a report that the USA h
" ‘Missouri, had allegedly stated the- FBI had information.
’ 1nd1cat1ng both of these fugltlves were in Canada. ‘

- The' wrlter gave JOHNSTONE absolutely no infor- o
mation whatsoever concerning .any. leads we might have -or
1nvest1gatlon .which might . be underway in Canada. concernlng
the fugitives but did inghire of JOHNSTONE as to why:
hej ato telephone this office to make 1nqu1ry R

' : i ’?e /ﬂ‘)/&/wl //ch . ’

: JOHNSTONE thereafter, advised the ”TOTOHbO Star
has’ just about c0mp1eted the-publddeation of a story which
‘they expect . to break within the next 24 hours. deflnltely
tying JAMES EARL RAY wrth the ”Mlnutemen" organwzatlon

4 JOHNSTONE was qulte reluctant to answer questlons*g,
,concernlng this story but did -state their 1nvest1gatlon :
‘'has established that during-the past summer, RAY res1ded R
in a Clty in. Canada where a member of the ”Mlnutemen

S @/p é//’f/(’ﬁ/ 2“7% /’ Ji
‘;l - 9i 299J.f%é2h4ﬁ¢4/ ﬂz“i -

JPMeH oD [K W / W : nvN131968"

(3)- //—\ ﬂcm/ L Aaﬁljmgwo P
. /’ 5 o pT o ';“T;f 'i' ‘

é/ ?&l . Cm@Lm00e9 ﬁb%ufﬁ ‘ {//“
Buy U. S Savings Bandy Regular/y on ﬂ%ﬁ/ymﬂ Saw gs Plcm
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'fforganlzatlon from the' Unlted States also res1ded thau'f\ffvh
“they Hhave now established that they 1lived within one. block:

*.of -one another,"and that -all indications are that RAY had S

. .contact with, thls "Minuteman' for at ‘least -a two-week perlod{f;
‘ and maybe. for, as: much as one-month. .Initially, JOHNSTONE

" would not even 1dent1fy the city in Canada wheére- this:as-

" gociation of RAY with an‘unknown "Minuteman" allegedly’ took

" ‘place. but he: finally did state it was in’ the CltJ of Montreal}ﬁff o

i"durrng Expo 67 B __‘12;,”. e

JOHNSTONE also said that the "Mlnuteman, ‘whom .
' he refused o 1dent1fv, has.'since returned, to the Unltedvv o

;T“States where- he is being 1nterv1ewed by a: Reporter from .
~wthe "Toronto Star". for the purpose of substantiating his.

_xassoc1atlon ‘with RAY He -indicated the’ interviewltas been

' " in progress. for some’ time now, ‘that thé unknown member of..

¢ the. "Minutemen" organization is represented by a- 1aWyer
who.is present during. 1nterv1ew, and:that. the lawyer's

 'advice-to.the unknown' 'Minutemen' ¢hanges perlodlcally.,I"“

- i.In some. 1nstances, ‘hé ‘advises hig'client-to answer questions
f{quly as posed ‘to Him - by the. reporter and other: tlmes, he. . .
“requests that ‘his client not: answer the: questlons 1mmed1atelyfj

~ the "Toronto Star,

B :luntll he, the 1awyer, has had an opportunlty to thlnk them

- - T Ase 1nd1cated aoove, JOHNSTONE stated he expects
~thrs story.to break wit hin -the next 24 hours.- (It is§ notedv
" which-is one-of the' two. LOfUﬂtO after-

o noon- newspapers, does not: publlsh on Sunday: andjy therefore, :
. Wif such a story- is actually going® ‘to be-broken; it more thanv‘jﬂ

'*‘fef;llkely Wlll be in Saturday afternoon s - edltlon.) ;v”

N JOHNSTONE also expreosed the bellef that much
ﬂﬂunfounded speculatlon has been- engaged in by the news media’’

S dn ‘Torohto: since the arrest of RAY but: that he,. personally,

' felt that if this. MMinutemen" anvle was anythlng but accurate;

*‘fffhe would be gleatly surprlsed

Incwdental to. the- call JOHNSTONE stated that h_:Ls

f?father was a.former member of the Metropolltan Toronto SRR
“Police Department (MTPD) -and he expressed great admlratlon e

:f;"for and confldence in the MTPD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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. Whlle the wrlter does not know JOHNSTONE and 1s,'
therefore, in no position to. evaluate his reliability, it

is suggested that ¢onsideration be glven to the possibility 4-7

" that. whether: thls story has any basis in facdt.or not it
may have the corollary purpose of" ascertalnlng whether e
"~ .the FBI is, in fact, working closely with the Royal Canadian
. ‘Mounted Police: (RCMP) on Canadian leads -in -the MURKIN case
‘and for that reason, it is beliéved that. this. lnformatlon,.'
as received, should be furnlshed Drompuly to the RCMP : ‘
Toronto., = - ,

L f373{'
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 - 5010~-107-02 : .
MAY 1962 EDITION .
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

‘ RNMENT :

UNITED STATES GO

Memomndum | | B
. SAC <Ziimg7u) /(P) . :" -~ DATE{ . 6/14/68

[

- SA SYLVESTER‘B.~SMITHV
_ MURKIN
on 6/1&/68 EDWARD WHITNEY, ‘Senior Excise Tax

Examlner (who requested.his name be kept confidential),
of the New York State Tax Division, Miscellaneous Tax

" Bureau, 65 Court Street, Buffalo, New York, "advised that
" he thought that the FBI would be- interested in checking-

out all the movements of JAMES RAY. Therefore, he thought
he should furnish the following 1nformatlon.

He stated that’ in Aprll 1968 ‘he had relatives
comlng to visit him and knowing ‘that he did not have suffi-.

- clent room in his home to. house then, he made arrangements:-
‘to have them stay at the Holiday Inn, which is managed by

JERRY KASTIGLIA, located at Exit 57 near Camp Road and
Route 75. He said on 4/9/68, he was waiting in the lobby
for his relatives who were getting settled in .thelr room
at the Holiday Inn. He flxed the time at approx1mately

5y 30 Fi.

Whlle watchlng the KING funeral on M/9/68 at

" this time, a male individual came in and sald bto nim "Is

this damn thing still. on?" and passed.-some other unrecalled
remarks. This male indlvidual sat down and started reading
a newspaper. He sat there for approximately five or ten

"minutes and then left. SRR

WHITNEY sald that he had read several articles in
'the local newspapers on the KING murder and had seen earlier
plctures ‘'of RAY, but these. earlier pictures were. not the

" same as$ had appeared in the "Buffalo Evening News" reporting
" _the arrest of RAY. ‘Additionally, the photograph of RAY -

7'.SBS bab

~ which appears in the commemorative issue of the "Buffalo .

Evenlng News" for ROBERT F. KENNEDY ‘has a photograph of RAY

%/j%&zi

SEARCHEDf:::::?\§QEXED

SEMALftD‘ e
JUN1~&396

FBI —BUFFALO | -
Ry 7 y‘%ﬂﬂ'I“M"kg‘
Buy US. Samngs Bonds Regfz arly on the Payro// Sm/mg% //} %4

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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BU 44-374:

He stated that these recent photographs in the "Buffalo L
'Evening News'" he.is almost ‘sure .are identical with the
individual that he saw in the lobby of. the Holiday Inn . .
on 4/9/68 at approximately 5:30 PM. He said the individual
-did not wear glasses at .the tlme.',. : .

He thought that since movements of RAY no doubt
would like to be checked by law .enforcement agencies, he
.felt this should be reported to the FBI. He did not know .
whether the indlvidual was rooming at the Holiday Inn at
the time. _ . _

RECOMMENDATI.ON

: : It is requested that a 1ead be set out to conduct
: appropriate 1nvest1gatlon at the Holiday Inn to determine

| possibly whether the ind1vidua1 seen - by Mr WHITNEY was JAMES
RAY . . . . o .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SAC(ifﬁff§§§§\ (P) o 6/14 /68

R N

SA SYLVESTER B. SMITH

MURKIN

On 6/14/68, EDWARD WHITNEY, Senior Excise Tax
‘Examiner (who requested his name be kept confidential),
of the New York State Tax Division, Miscellaneous Tax
Bureau, 65 Court Street, Buffalo, New York, advised that
he thought that the FBI would be interested in checking
out all the movements of JAMES RAY. Therefore, he thought
he should furnish the following information:

He stated that in April 1968, he had relatives
coming to visit him and knowing that he did not have suffi-
clent room in his home to house them, he made arrangements
to have them stay at the Holiday Inn, which is managed by
JERRY KASTIGLIA, located at Exit 57 near Camp Road and
Route 75. He said on 4/9/68, he was waiting in the lobby
for his relatives who were getting settled in their room
at the Holiday Inn. He fixed the time at approximately
5:30 PM.

o While watching the KING funeral on 4/9/68 at
this time, a male individual came in and said to him "Is
this damn thing still on?" and passed some other unrecalled
remarks. This male individual sat down and started reading
a newspaper, He sat there for approximately five or ten
minutes and then left. ' '

WHITNEY said that he had read several articles in
the local newspapers on the KING murder and had seen earlier
pictures of RAY, but these earlier pictures were not the
same as had appeared in the "Buffalo Evening News" reporting
"the arrest of RAY. Additionally, the photograph of RAY
which appears in the commemorative issue of the "Buffalo
Evening News'" for ROBERT F. KENNEDY has a photograph of RAY.

' ' : RCHEDL INDEXED 2
SBS:bab ziAmAuzm ~£/4
(2) | JUN1 4 1968
e o FBI o BUFFALO [/
— 1175
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BU 44-374

He stated that these recent photographs in the "Buffalo
Evening News"'" he 1is almost sure are identical with the
individual that he saw in the lobby of the Holiday Inn

on 4/9/68 at approximately 5:30 PM. He said the individual
did not wear glasses at the time.

He thought that since movements of RAY no doubt
would like to be checked by law enforcement agencies, he
felt this should be reported to the FBI. He did not know
whether the individual was rooming at the Holiday Inn at
the time.

RECOMMENDATION

It 1s requested that a lead be set out to conduct
appropriate investigation at the Hollday Inn to determine
possibly whether the individual seen by Mr. WHITNEY was JAMES
RAY. -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



6/11/68
ROUTING.é{;p TO ALL FIELD OFFICES /kﬁii“

)

RE:

be 12/7/67.

TOR :tjm

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

JAMES EARL RAY, aka -
FUGITIVE

7

CR -~ CONSPIRACY; UFAC - ROBBERY

002 KEMPHIZ

L
C J4Q7

Re report of SA JOE C., HESTER 6/5/68 at Memphis.

Page 17, paragraph 4, lime 6 - 12/17/67, should

Please correct your copies.

SAC ROBERT G. JENSEN

Yet- 3

SEAQCHED
SER!AUZ

///quéi K e

/4/\\
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|
|
:
|
|
i
Date: 6/1)4_/68 :
|
|
Jl

FBI
Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)
TELETYPE ' URGENT

Via

 EARL RAY AND MINUTEMAN ORGANIZATION, ACCORDING TO JOHNSTONE

{\V}{M-cﬁe ’c;t)\le (AM)

(Priority) : ) |

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, MEMPHIS
— N

FROM: SAC, BUFFALO ((44-374)

MURKIN

RE BUFFALO TEILEPHONE CALL TO BUREAU THIS.DATE.

ROBERT JOHNSTONE, REPORTER, "TORONTO STAR, " TORONTO,
ONTARIO, CANADA AFTERNOON NEWSPAPER, TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED
BUFFALO OFFICE THIS DATE INQUIRING AS TO ANY INFORMATION
AVATLABLE CONCERNING FUGITIVES WALTER PATRICK PEYSON AND
ROBERT BOLIVAR DE PUGH BEING IN CANADA, HE STATED INQUIRY
MADE ON BASIS OF STATEMENT ALLEGEDLY MADE BY U. S. ATTORNEY
IN MISSOURI CLAIMING INDICATIONS WERE THAT FUGITIVES WERE IN
CANADA,

NO INFORMATION IN THIS CONNECTION WAS GIVEN TO JOHNSTONE,

DURING THIS TELEPHONE CALL, JOHNSTONE ADVISED THAT
"TORONTO STAR" EXPECTS TO RELEASE WITHIN THE NEXT TWENTY FOUR
HOURS DETAILED STORY ESTABLISHING ASSOCIATION BETWEEN JAMES

THEY HAVE ESTABLISHED THAT FOR PERIOD OF TWO WEEKS TO A MONTH

)"

~,

s,

/ Searched Serializ
e a3
Approved: / W Sent (//%éi(‘/x %“Whlﬁ_ = —
: _‘/Spem{ﬂ Agent in Charge FsC A
F:85— ME

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




F5-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) . ‘

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

BU U4 -374
PAGE TWO

DURING EXPO SIXTY SEVEN RAY LIVED WITHIN ONE BLOCK OF ONE
KNOWN MEMBER OF MINUTEMAN ORGANIZATION IN MONTREAL, CANADA,

THIS MINUTEMAN, WHOSE IDENTITY JOHNSTONE B&@® NOT DISCLOSE
PRESENTLY BEING INTERVIEWED BY "TORONTO STAR" REPORTER IN UN-
DISCLOSED CITY IN THE U, S, TO WHICH HE RETURNED AFTER HIS
STAY IN MONTREAL,

THIS INTERVIEW BEING CONDUCTED FOR PURPOSE OF SUBSTANTIATING
RAY'S ASSOCIATION WITH THIS UNKNOWN MINUTEMAN AND IS BEING
CONDUCTED IN PRESENCE OF MINUTEMAN'S ATTORNEY, WHO IS ALIOWING
CLIENT TO ANSWER SOME QUESTIONS IMMEDIATELY AND INSTRUCTING
HIM NOT TO ANSWER OTHER QUESTIONS UNTIL ATTORNEY HAS HAD
OPPORTUNITY TO CONSIDER THEM, ZDEN7/7}F ofF AT70RNE)Y MoT

D/SCLeSED :

BUFFALO IN NO POSITION TO EVALUATE RELIABILITY OF

JOHNSTONE BUT ABOVE INFORMATION AS FURNISHED BY HIM HAS BEEN

GIVEN BY BUFFALO TO RCMP, TORONTO. AM LopP} -SEATTLE,

Approved: ‘ ' Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1
315PM URGENT é&/714/68 DAT
10 DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS

FRO¥M BUFFALO (44-374)

MURKI N
RE BUFFALO TELEPHONE CALL 10 BUREAU THI S DATE.
ROBERT JOHNSTONE, REPOR1TER, "TORONT) STAR, ™ TORONTO» ONTARIO,
CANADA AFTERNNON NEWSPAPER, TFL EFHONICALLY CONTACTED EUFFALD OFFICE
THIS DATE INQUIRING AS TO ANY INFORMATION AVAILABLE CONCERNING FUG-
ITIVES WAL TER PATRICX PEYSON AND ROBERT BOLIVAR DE PUGH BEING IN CAN- g

ADA.  HE STATED INGUIRY MADE ON BASIS OF STATEMENT ALLEGEDLY MADE
BY U.S. ATTORNEY IN MISSOURI CLAIMING INDICATIONS WERE THAT FUGIT-
IVES WERE IN CANADA. ’

NO IT\IFO-RMATIBN IN THIS CONNECTION WAS GIVEN TO JOHNSTONE.
DURING THI S TFLEPHONE CALL, JOHNSTONE AIVISED 'ﬁ-f!l? YTORDONTO
STAR"™ EXPECTS 10 RELEASE WITHIN THE NEXT TWENTY FOUR HDURS DETAILED
STORY ESTAEBLI Sr{I“E ASSOCIATION BETE‘JEEN JAMES EARL RAY AND MINUTEMANW

OREANIZATION. IACGORDING' TO JOHNSTONE THEY HAVE ESTABLI SHED THAT
FOR PERIOD OF TUWO WEEXS TO A ¥MONTH DURING EXPO SIXTY SEVEN RAY
LIVED WITHIN ONE ELOCK OF ONE XKNOUN “G\EM‘EEP OF MINUTEMAN ORGANIZATION
IN MONTREAL, CANADA.

THI S MINUTE4AN, WHOSE. IDENTITY JOHNSTOME WOULD 89T DI SCLOSE

PRESENTLY BELNC INTERVI LWED BY "TORONTO STARY™ REPORTER IN UNDI S
CLOSED CITY IN THE Ue.S. TO0 WilICH HE ﬂETU}\J%‘D AFTEh HIS STAY IN YMON-
TREAL .

END PAGE ONE ' <%Z;/:;§;%?QL;E;Z%V/

Searched _ Serialized

Indezed____ File
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THI S INTE.R'V"I Et BEING CONDUCIED FOR PURPOSE OF SURSTANTIATING
ATION WITH THI Sl UNXNO &N MINUTEMAN AND IS FRING CONDUCTED
IN PRESENCE OF MINUTEMAN 'S ATTORNEY, WHO 18 ALE_,OQNG CLIENT TO ANSUE
SOME ‘QUESTIONS I¥MMEDIATELY AND INSTRUCTING HIM NOT TO
NSHWER OTHER DUEQTI*’)'\IQ UNTIL ATTORNEY HAS u,.D OPPORTWNITY TO CONSI-

DER THEM. IDENTITY OF ATTORNEY NOT DI SCLOSED.
BUFFALO IN NO POSI1I0ON TO EVALUATE RELIABILITY OF JOHNSTONE
BUT ABOVE INFORMATION AS FURNISHED BY HIY HAS BEEN CGIVEN BY EUFFALO
TO RCMPs, TORONTO. '
AMCC SEATTLE.

END
YEN
FRI MEMPHIS

L,Tr'[i 'I

FBI WASH DC
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6/14 /68

AIR-TEL ATRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

- . AC RA 370D ‘

| FROM: SAC, BUFF m@@,(m
MURKIN ‘

Re Buffalo tel, dated 6/13/68.

Superintendent CARL DOEY advised on 6/14/68 that
inquiry at Toronto Telephone Company disclosed that records
of long distance telephone calls made from the public tdephone
booth near 962 Dundas Street West, Toronto, Ontario, Canada,
were destroyed after 30 days and, therefore, no check could
be made of such calls during the pertinent period,

3 - Bureau (AM)

1 - Memphis (Info.) (AM
@- BUffalo
:{PMcM:sap

by depd A | SN
| § A C ‘“A“_/ 7T

o THE

salizeo
Searched_,_,_.Ser-a.aze

Indexed
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Date:  6-12-68 P~
|
Transmit the following in b
(Type in plain text or code) - :
AIRTEL Al !
Vic ' . i
(Priority or Metkod of Mailing) |
g SN e _
TO: SAC, ALBANY ) ——

FROM:  SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P
| MURKIN
In view of subject’'s apprehension, any office having

outstanding leads or requests for circularization in any publica-
tion of any kind should cancel outstanding request now.

A & D.

2 Albany . ,
1 All Continental Offices
1 HMemphis

RGJ:BN
(56)

v N\
. 9
’ . ]
N
(2; «xzéﬂz
i /
4, 5
& g ’)4-' 3 P o
; F s BTl e
/“-DDI‘OVGQ: v\ -4 ‘, > . Sent
Special’Agent in Charge
"J I -

/
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FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

- - T .

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

T RCMP ‘worked at_night’

Mounted Police officers workmé year; They wanted to look at
at night over several weeks led :those-for the past 12 months in
to Saturday’s arrest in Britain:case Ray had visited Canada
of James Earl Ray. e ,prlor 1o the - killing to arrange
The RCMP went through' for*a*passport. It was learned
200,000 /to 250,000 ~ applications_ latér that he was in Canada last
over a two-or three-week period”year, but did not obtain a pass-
before discovering a week. ago Qrt
Saturday that a man passmg"i -Once, External Affairs gave

looked like the man wanted forf
the assassination of qu Martm
Luther Kmt,'b HlS aSSPL

been issue 4, 1 95.3% % x

?lgélsnﬁs onzmificll:/]l’lgugfrf?gleo ng-an mvestlgatlon Wwas gomg
vesterday. : ‘oht: That kept' the search from
External Affairs Deparfment’ lv?gffi??hge Of‘;vllctg the  regular.
sour ces termed the RCMP’s Jobr . éxternal Affairs  would not
a “colossal mvesugatlon” *and" gelage the 1cture Ray submit-
“magnificent  work.” RCMP‘ ""t P 4
spokesmen were proud “but. "de- ;
scribed the mvestlgatwn process
as routine and unexcifing®3/" 73,5
The RCMP became mvdlved&
in the case shortly after
April 4 killing of Dr. ng” :
the Federal Bureau of. Inv
gation asked for co- operatm
the mvestlgatwn in case

haﬁ_smﬁﬁ‘ed mto Canada

tive features and the plC-‘
ré in his flle here was not
r———

4
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“=3upetintendent Charles Swee-
ney, head of the RCMP’s A Divi-
sion, credited investigation by
officers in A Division, at head-
quarters’in Ottawa and in O Di-

- vision in Toronto for a success-~

" ful result.

He' said that once the identifi--
cation was made, police knew
that Ray was headed overseas.

. Superintendent Sweeney said
there was no. possibility of any
member of the force accepting
the $100,000 reward offered in
the United States for the arrest
of Ray. The RCMP never ac-'
cepts rewards, he said. ‘“This

wab routine police work afgd

thgy are paid for it-at the end pf
th“mon.th.” . ’
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- Butit has always appeared to me that if such rigid

laws were introduced, the law-abiding sportsman 1d
end up bound hand and foot by red tape while 'the crimi-
nal who wanted to obtain a gun for illegal purposes
would just go right on obtaining one by illegal means. If
some thug wants. something badly enough, there’s usually
some underworld method of obtaining it. ‘

1est mail order house. ——

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Declarations of this kind are normalls

@ft tOUCh {¥nade out before a commissioner™ fo¥
; & g4A0aths, a notary public or a justice of the °
‘exwould not wish to see wire fences
ongwevery border. Indeed, the world

The man believed to be Jam
.Ray, a prime suspect in the ass
tion of Dr. Martin Luther King, ifwa
prehended in London because the
dian system of dealing with passport:
plications apparently made it edsys

should be struggling for the eradication
“of;* international barriers, toward the
idﬁegy of complete freedom of movement

f
from country to country. e Ty o St
him to obtain one under the namg of - y J newspaper, city and state.)

- Stll, i ive i
Rarion George Sneyd. > we are obliged to live in the GLOBE & MAIL,

e Wosld as it is and as lon as there are ;
One may take satisfaction in thatepe ‘”ﬁbgédures connected wit% the acquisi- TORONTO, ONTARIO,

lice investigation of a vile crime ‘mayfion of a Canadian passport, there is an CANADA

be considerably advanced by the ar;re'§,t,‘f5bli7gaﬁon on the authorities concerned

and certainly there is justification yfor f8%5y to make them work. It may be, as .
pride in the tedious but determined yyp'x\‘u oni%‘ngCl\ﬂ) officer said, impossible for
of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police any ouniry to devise an airtight sys-

which yielded the vital clue. Yet ther; > Ve '
Is disquiet—as there should be—over the'sons” o the evidence by which appll-

thought that Canada may become kannf'é'ants_‘}se,ek to establish identity.

as a soft touch in the field of interna-. - -

tional credentials.

It springs to mind that at one point in
the career of Russian spy Gordon Lons-
dale, he found it convenient to come to -
Canada to pick up a passport and birth
certificate in that name. The RCMP has
described the passport as a forgery. The
past two months in the life of the man
said to be James Earl Ray suggest that
procedures have not become a great
deal tighter since Lonsdale’s day. —_—

External 'Affairs Minister Mitchell
Sharp has announced that there will be
an appraisal of the procedures now in
force for passport applications, presum-
ably to determine whether they achieve

Date: 6/10/68

a standard of reasonable strictness with- Edition:

out inflicting undue inconvenience or : Author:

hardship on bona fide applicants. Editor:
The inquiry should prove useful, if not Title:

reassuring. As pieced together from the
testimony of wvarious individuals, the
passage of the suspect through Canada

was bizarre enough to warrant some Character:

study. Entry from thé United States is or

simple enough as a rule . .. ‘“Where Classification:

were you born? How long will you itting Office:
stay? Do you have anything to de- Submitting

clare?”” And that is about all. [[] Being Investigated

Beyond this point there are problems

for a fugitive who wants to keep on the / . g @? ¢
move. A Canadian passport will help 6/ %/% 7 713 : //7
him on his way, but to get it he is sup-

posed to present some kind of evidence %/
that he is who he says he is. In the case v -
of the man who called himself Ramon .

George Sneyd, officials say he obtained:
hispasenort by making out a statutery é >

_declaration of identity and citizenship. Che e L .‘ [
ekl r;\ LI IR, ﬁ Z>‘ !;‘;x.m} [ %
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Metro police question 'fat man,
doubt Ray had city accomplices

Police are beginning to
doubl that James Earl Ray
had accomplices in Toronto to
assist him in fleeing the conti-
nent.

Yesterday, Superintendent
A. J. Payne of the Metro Po-
lice criminal investigation bu-
reau disclosed that the “fat
man” who visited Ray in a
west-end rooming house had
bean .identified and cleared by
the bureau. :
- He said police were left
with no evidence indicating
there might have been an ac-
complice. “If there were ac-
complices it’s more likely
they’ll be turned up in the
United States,” he said.

The fat man, whose name
police refused to disclose,
found an open envelope in a
telephone booth near the Dun-
das Street West rooming
house where Ray was living
under the name Ramon
George Sneyd.

" He checked the enclosed let-
ter, noted that it had been
written by a man living a few

doors away and returned it..

Police said he could not recall
to whom the letter was ad-
dfSsed—sr the contents, ex-
cept that it appeared to be an
application for a job. .

He walked into police head-
quarters on Tuesday and vol-
unteered the information that
he might be the man they
were looking for.

Police and reporters had
been searching for a fat man
ever since Ray’s landlady,
Mrs. Sun Loo, reported that
such a man had passed Ray
an envelope at the door four
days before he left for London
on May 6.

The man was described by
police as being heavy but not
fat, and ascribed the differ-
ence in descriptions to Mrs.
Loo’s limited knowledge of
English.

“We’ve gone about as far as
we can go except to find out
how he got his information on
these men (whose names Ray
used as aliases),” Superin-

tendent Payne said.

Ray apparently has used
the names of three men living
i nthe same general area of
Scarboro.  All three  are

-dark-haired, are in. the same

weight and height range as
Ray and bear superficial re-
semblances to him. One, Eric
St. Vincent Galt, even has
similar scars on the palm of
his right hand and in the mid-
dle of his forehead.

Mr. Galt_is 3 warehousing
foreman in Toronto, Mr.

" according

Sneyd is a Metro Police
constable and the third man,
Paul Bridgman, is a teaching
consultant. Mr. Sneyd and Mr.
Bridgman are 35, Mr. Galt is
54 and Ray is 40.

Superintendent Payne said
it would be quite easy for Ray
to choose men of similar ap-
pearance by going to a shop-
ping centre, spotting them,
taking their car license num-
bers and then obtaining de-
tails concerning them from
the licence bureau. :

Ray also had a caller at the
first place he stayed after
coming to Toronto on May 8,
to his landlady,
Fela Szoakowsky of 102 Oss-
ington Ave.

He lived there as Paul
Bridgman, and Mrs. Szpa-
kowsky said three or four
days after he moved out a
man who identified himself as
a police officer asked to see
him. He was short and slight
with dark blond hair and wore
a suit and tie, she said.

-When she said Bridgman
had moved out, the man left.
Both . RCMP and Metro Police
officials deny the man was a
member of their force and
noted that .according to Mrs.
Szpakowsky’s description he
was t00 short tes=be=hised as
an officer.
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Mail-Order Passports

,1-_-;—;-:@5-"-‘1.

i

Lax Canada Laws

Aided Ray, Kscape

By MICHAEL- CO

Special to The Courte
TORONTO — Just “i#‘dld
James Earl Ray, the suspected
assassin of Dr. Martin ' Luther'*
King Jr., who was captured in
London the other day, manage
to have two perfectly genume
Canadian passports?
Certainly, one of the’ pass-
ports was canceled, but only ;
after he had uséd it to- slip?

ﬂgg ecfed assassm‘ “ad” gettm°
it fnrsf Canadian ‘pa$sport was

ifn securing a birth certificate,
the only document necessary to
support the passport application.
m And the Mounties have estab-
{fished that Ray spent at least
< “three days pouring over old
newspaper files in the reference
fsectxon of the Toronto Central
Pibrary. His interest was in

through an intensive securityi ‘he births announcement col-

net spread across North "
America to catch him.

Ray was the latest of scores’
of criminals and spies who for-
years have been outwitting law
enforcement agencies around
the world with mail-order pass:"
ports from Ottawa.

together Ray’s month-long- stay
in Toronto after the Memphis,
Tenn. assassination, have de"-
termined that he filled out'a.
passport application in a local
travel agent’s office and mailed '
it to Ottawa, together with the
$5 fee, three full face unsmilin’
passport photographs and a
copy of a birth certificate of ‘a
Toronto resident, Raymon
Sneyd, whose name he Had
borrowed.

Two weeks later, the Cana-
dian External Affairs Depart"
ment obligingly mailed backﬂ
valid passport to the most wdn
ed man in the world and four
days later, Ray boarded a trans
Atlantic jet for London.

He surfaced two weeks la
in Lisbon, Portugal, where .I

w:.«um

umns of the two afternoon
fnewspapers In the Daily Star,
T 6n:Oct. 8; 1932, and a birth no-
ce in respect of Raymon
Géorge Sneyd.

;Wallet sized, plastic - coated
‘copies of any birth certificate

", .€an be mail-ordered from the

R K
ROYAL CANADIAN Mounted
Police who have been piecing

ntario Government’s Regis-
sfrar’s Office for $2. The only in-
rmation needed is the place
and year of birth and the names
of both parents. ¢ o=
&% ALL THIS INFORMATION is
‘tisually included in a birth an-
% nourficement as it was in the 35-
+*year-old Sneyd announcement.

% | The, real Raymon Sneyd is a

i

. 14-year veteran of the Toronto
:, ‘fohce Department and he was
astounded when the Mounties
2 ‘turned up to question him about
‘the passport he had never ap-
plled for, .
Ray also used the alias of
: ~another Canadian living in Tor-
onto, Paul Bridgman, an edu-
patlonal consultant whose birth

’!1 notice appeared in the Toronto

. Evening Telegram on Nov, 10,
1932. A pencil mark had been
made against the Bridgman

went to the Canadian embas§ypr. birth announcement when po-

and persuaded them to issue ani-

Jice checked the library’s copy

other passport on the groundstes=ci=¥ie old newspaPET’°=="

his borrowed name had been
misspelled in the Ottawa-issued
driginal as Sneya. His original
passport was canceled and hand-
ed back to him. The Mounties
now suspect he wanted a new
passport merely to get rid of

the various entry it
ﬁ&f'?‘_ M
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What _really astonished the Canadian passport;_ “also hgve
erican and Canadian inve, ‘ﬁ""‘ﬁg been favorites With spies. .’
gators” working on ‘the case ini Gordon Lonsdale, the biggest
Toronto was that both the real* Soviet agent ever trapped in
Sneyd and the real Bndgman 3ritain in 1961, traveled on a
have dark hair like Ray and are’ :Canadian passport. His two as-
of similar height and weight.; #hSist tants captured at the same
" Photographs of the three men; fime, New York-born Helen and -
look remarkably alike, ¥ Peter Kroger, .were equipped
i" with Canadjan passports. An-
THE THIRD ALIAS Ray used, ; ‘other Russian spy ring broken
Eric Starvo Galt, was evenj,. up. by .the Australians in 1960
more remarkable. The real Eric * ‘i was - using. ‘Canadian- passports
Galt, a warehouse foreman in ,.for its agents.
suburban Toronto, even has a it ..
1%-inch long scar on his fore- . EVEN THE RUSSIANS’ hatch-
‘head as Ray does, ‘man who murdered Leon
It was only when the FB a"ﬁ’f-otsky’m ‘Mexico as long -ago
discovered Ray had spent twd..' gs..1940 traveled on a genuine
months in Canada last year, C’anadxan passport identifying
after escaping from the Mis- h“—‘!las Frank Jackson.
souri State Penientiary where ‘When Igor Gouzenko, a top
he was serving 'a 20-year sei-¥ sécret cypher’ clerk in the Soviet
tence for robbery, that it was ~;Embassy in Ottawa, defected to
suspected he might have fled Ythe West in 1945, he told the-
to Canada again. + =Canadians that Communist
A sharpeyed Mountie check- ‘Agents even had access to the
ing through thousands of passi€¥.riakimum security Passport
port photographs at the Records  "Records Office in Ottawa. On at
Office in Ottawa spotted a sim‘% least one occasion, he said, So-
ildrity between the fake. SDGYd " vi et agents had broken in and .
and the FBI's Most Wanted Man* subst:tuted genuine apphcahons
poster. ~* With fakes. .
o IIths* and the disclosure
CANADA’S LAX PASSPORT that amesf Earl Ray as the
laws are well known .in world!s “most ‘hunted. man, was
and prisons around ‘thé .world “able to- get a mail-order pass-
In one American pemtentlary, .port with such ease, has be-
it has been réported, the in- icome something of a national
mates run a night class for' con- “scandal in Canada.
victs planning escapes; coaching The new pnme mmlster,
them how to get a_passport in = Pierre Trudeau, is both worried
Canada. Land determined to halt this
The underworld is also in: ‘trafflckmgm his country’s pass-
volved in the passports racket. ports One of the first pieces of
In both Toronto and Montreal, egxslatxon he intends to put be-
lists of names, data and place ggone the governing Parliament
of birth and a physical descrip= vaffer the June 25 general elec-
tion, are for sale to crooks nn Hion hete is a bill setting out
the run, usually for $100 to $150 fﬁuch stiffer -penalties—up to 14
Perhaps Ray bought his aliases’ years in prison—for any person

and was merely checking caught fraudulently applying
smv—r—ehe library? or a passport. '
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6/18/68
AIRTEL . - ATR MAIL
TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM:  SAC, BUFFALO (B4-374)XP)
MURKIN N

(00: Memphis)

' ReBuairtel to all SACs and Legats, dated 5/7/68,
-+ instructing that 15 copies of all inserts be prepared for
Memphls in this case. _ A

: Transmitted herewlth for Memphls are 15 copies of
. an investigative insert, and to Detroit one copy of an in-
vestigative lnsert, captioned "ANONYMOUS LETTER TO MRS. MARY
GROOMS ROCHESTER, NE‘W YORK., "

2 - Memphis 2Enos. 15% (am)
- Detroit (Enc. 1) )
l/- Buffalo - -

RGE :mfm

YOR S

Pt

R4 . K Z
s L2 u/ 4 ! )
77 . POt Y, <0
PR s s '; j
i NP AN
r"/‘ 9 = o .

Searéhed__,_____seria11ze .
s .
I;ﬁ&s}:ed___,_fliadv ’ ‘
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RE: ANONYMCUS LETTER TO MRS. MARY
GROOMS , ROCHESTEE, NEW YORK

On April 22, 1968, Mrs. MARY GROOMS, 159 Burkedale
Crescent, Rochester, New York, furnished a letter which she
received on April 19, 1968. The letter was contained in an
envelope postmarked 'Rochester, NY, PM, 17 April 1968." The
ietter reads as follows:

"Mrs. Grooms -

"I read your column regularly they are good
and factual, with lots of common sense. The
King plot was hatched recently in Detroit by
Blacx Natlonalists, Muslims, and Commies {I
was there). The job was done by a hired
professional killer. The Commies paid for

the job. The authorities will eventually find
out.

"An anonymous black man"

Mrs. GROOMS, who writes a weekly column for the
Rochester "Times Union," a daily Rochester newspaper, was
unzble to furnish any additicnal information.

The original envelope and letter were obtained
and transmitted tc the ¥FRI Laboratory for latent fingerprint
examination and document examination. By letter dated
May ©, 1968, the Laboratory furnished the following report:
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, N .vf 4' BU 44 3(4 L e LABO‘I'RY __a__. C
'_).“ A FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Coob 0 re  FBI, Buffaxo (44-374) Dates uay 6, 1968
A AT ' .. - FBIFleNo. 44-38861
o - Re WIN ' B ‘ L"b No. D~562101 JK

N .' Specimens received 35/2/68

| Q304 ¥hite' envelope postmarked "ROCHESTER, N.Y. 1A PM 17” o
5 . APR 1968" bearing typewritten address "MRS,. GBOOMS S
' ROCHESTER TIMES-UNION ROCBESTER N. ¥." o .

Q305 Accompanying picce of paper bearing typewritten nessage .
beginning "MRS GROOMS - I READ...e

Result of examination: ‘ - : ”. - ,i Lot

R It was concluded that the typewriting on Q304 and
et - Q305 is not identical to typewriting appearing on material
T D attributable to Eric S. Galt, previously submitted in this case.

L : e R Q304 and Q305 were searched in the Anonymous Letter
B T File withou; effecting an identification. Copies have been
s . added to this file for future reference. 3

Except for the printing 'FREE PARKING" on the reverse ;’
side of Q305, no watermarks, indented writing or other
. identifying characteristics were noted on the submitted material
by which tne source of these specimens conld be definitely deter-
mined, ~ _

RS -4

B M R e e
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By communication dated May 9, 1968, the Identification
Division of the FBI furnished the following repcrt'

Orie latent f1ngerprxnt of value was developed on the
envelope. No latent prints of value on Q305. The latent
flnceﬂprlqt on the envelope is not identical with the finger-
prints of JAMES EARL BAY., FBI ﬁLO5)M>G, or with the latent
ilnverprlnts previocusly reworuﬂd in this case.
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FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (44-374)N(P)\
. MURKIN ‘ '

'
|
i
i
i

2 -'Mémphis (Enes. 165) (AM)

 ‘b _  “ - ,. ii?

[N
6/18/68
AIRTEL AIR MAIL
Mo:  SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

(00: Memphis)

ReBuairtel to all SACs and Legats, dated 5/7/68
1nstructing that 15 coplies of all inserts be prepared for

Memphis in thls case.

- Transmitted herewith for Memphis are 15 copies
each of inserts bearing the following captlons:

"PELEPHONE CALLS BY SUBJECT
JAMES EARL RAY ENROUTE FROM
© LOS ANGELES TO NEW ORLEANS"

"GUESTS OF THE PROVINCIAL MOTEL,
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, _
DECEMBER 17-19, 1967"

"CHARLES DUNHAM
INFORMA'I‘ION CONCERNING"

"PHGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT
ORDERED BY JAMES EARL RAY
FROM SUPERIOR BULK FILM
COMPANY, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS,
UNDER NAME ERIC S, GALT"

"DARK BLUE MUSTANG
GEORGIA LICENSE
2D 112-56" .

3 Buffalo
E:mfm
» . c54—.\1“12111:19
:n.*...lé ;) / £ -
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"DRIVER OF 1964 OR 1965 FORD,
FLORIDA LICENSE 4w 69100"

"INVESTIGATION CONCERNING EARL EVERETT RAY,
DECEASED UNCLE OF JAMES EARL RAY" o

"EASTERN AIRLINES
CHECK AT BUFFALO"

"INFORMATION FROM
MRS, GLADYS MEEHAN"

"IHREATS TO MARTIN LUTHER .
KING, JR.; INFORMATION
PROM MRS. JESSIE KILGRAS,

- PENFIELD, NEW YORK

NOVEMBER 13, 1967"
"MRS. VIOLA V. BORYS"

-2~
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"RE: TELEPHONE CALLS BY SUBJEGT

JAMES EARL RAY ENROUTE FROM
LOS ANGELES TO NEW ORLEANS

Phoenix advised that JAMES EARL RAY took .

an automobile trip from Ios Angeles, California, to
New Orleans, Iouisiana, between December 15 and 17,

19670

A check of telephone toll booths along the
route traveled indicated a number of out-of-state
telephone calls, : ;.

El Paso had informed Phoenix that one was
made December 15, 1967, to Tucson, Arizona, televhone :
number 299-6532, 1isted to GILBERT J., PEDERSON of Tuecson.

Investigation there determined that Mr. PEDERSON

. was enroute to'Buffalo, New York, where he is a member of

& law firm in Buffalo and lives in the Buffalo suburb of

. Orchard Park, New York.

On May 10, 1968, Mr. GILBERT J, PEDERSON, 99
Forest Drive, Orchard Park, New York, advised SA LEE

- MASON EIDSON that he departed Buffalo, New York, via

commercial airlines on December 23, 1967, enroute to
Tucson, Arizona, Mr. PEDERSON advised he is a senior

- partner in the Buffalo, New York, law firm of Smith,

Kendall and Pederson, located in the Genesee Building,

Buffalo, New York. He said he prectices law, both in _
Buffalo, and Tucson on an equal time bagis. Mr. PEDERSON
said he was not in Tucson, Arizona, on Decemper 15, 1967,

© Mrs. GILBERT J.PEDERSON, 99 Forest Drive, Orchard
Park, New York, advised SA LEF MASON EIDSON that she was in
Tucson, ‘Arizona, during the period of December 15, 1967.
She said she recalled having received a telephone call from
close friends of hers who were motoring from Orchard Park,
New York, to visit them in Tucson, Arizona. She said she
recalled that the friends made the call from Van Horn, Texas,:
which.is:located.someuloo miles Southeast of El Paso,. Texas.-

:hld. /
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She said that these friends called her to-
advise that they were being delayed in their journey
due to a wide-spread snow storm in West Texas, which
made driving conditions extremely hazardous. Mrs.
PEDERSON said to the best of her recollection, this
- severe snow storm occurred on December 14, 1967, and
that driving conditions were reported to be hazardous
over December 14, 1967, and December 15, 1967.

Both Mr. and Mrs. PEDERSON viewed photographs

of the subject and advised that the subdect is unknown
to thenm,
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. RE: GUESTS OF THE PROVINCIAL MOTEL,

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA,
DECEMBER 17-19, 1967

New Orleans advised by communicated dated

May 7, 1968, that the subject, as ERIC GALT, had re-
. glstered at the Provincial Motel, New Orleans, Louis-
lana, on December 16, 1967, as ERIC S. GALT and was

.assigned Room 126, He checked out December 19, 1967.

The following investigation was conducted

- by SA LEE MASON EIDSON at Buffalo, New York:

Information was received from the New Orleans .

Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation that Mr, _
and Mrs. VINTON P, OSTRANCHER, 126 Meadow Lane, Buffalo,

f reported to have been driving a Cadillac automobile, bearing'

motel,

had registered on December 19, 1967, at the Provincial Motel,

1024 Chartres Street, New Orleans, Louisiana. They were
New York ILicense TP 3035 and stayed in Room 207 of that

On May 10, 1968, Mrs. VINTON P, OSTRANDER, 126
Meadow Lane, Kenmore, New York, advised SA LEE MASON EIDSON
that she and her husband, Mr. OSTRANDER, stayed in Room 207 -

. of the Provincial Motel, New Orleans, Iouisiana, on Decem-

ber 19, 1967. She said Room 207 is located on the second
floor of the motel. She said they parked their car, a
Cadlllac bearing New York License TP 3035, in the courtyard
parking area. She said that she did not recall having seen

- a white Mustang automobile while staying at that motel. - .
- Mrs. OSTRANDER observed photographs of the subject, and she .
"stated she could not recall ever having seen any individual

resembling the subject. _
Mr. VINTON P, OSTRANDER, Administrative Assistant

- Scout Executive, Greater Niagara Frontier Council, Boy

Scouts of America, 344 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, New York,

residence 126 Meadow Lane, Kenmore, New York, advised that
he and his wife checked into the Provincial Motel in New

Orleans, Louisiana on December 19, 1967, .exact time unrecalled,

~but sometime after dark. He said he and his wife went out

~:hld
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'that evening and returned rather late to the motel., He
- sald the next morning he and his wife had breakfast in .
" the motel dining room and then went shopping; and, there-"

fore, spent very little time in the vicinity of the motel,. L

Mr. OSTRANDER reviewed photographs of the subject. and
~stated he could recall having seen no one resembling the:
subject. Mr. OSTRANDER said he could recall having seen
no white Mustang automobile while at the Provincial Motel
in New. Orleans, Iouisiana.

The following investigation was conducted by
SA EUGENE A, HEVERON at Penfield, New York:

- On May 10, 1968, Mrs. CUTLER J. COULSON, 200

.. Collingsworth Drive, advised that she and her husband left
‘Rochester, New York, on or about Sunday, December 17, 1967,
by airplane and flew to New Orleans, Louisiana, arriving
there the same date.

They checked into the Provinclal Motel, Chartres(,}(p*~-

Street, New Orleans, where they remained until Thursday,
‘December 21, 1967 or Friday, December 22, 1967.

Mrs. COULSON said the purpose of their trip was
to take a freighter from New Orleans to South Africa. Her.
husband was formerly assigned to the United States Foreign
Service for seven years and during part of this time she -
was employed at the United States Embassy, New Delhi, India. -
Her husband 1s semi-retired, doing education photography
throughout the world.

‘ Mrs. COULSON advised that the Provincial Motel

did not have a lobby as such nor a barroom; and, therefore,
they would not necessarily see everyone at the motel. They
spent a great deal of time touring New Orleans and eating
in various restaurants in New Orleans.

Mrs. COULSON advised that in view of the fact they
did not have a car at the motel, they did not go into the
small parking area at the motel. Mrs. COULSON and her hus-
band have:observed numerous photographs of subject in news-
papers and magazines; and, after viewing photographs .of sub~

Ject, she advised she does not recall seeing anyone resembling

the subjecta
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Mrs. COULSON advised that Mr. COULSON was not
presently available; but when he returned, she would '
ask him if he recalled ever seeing a white Mustang or
anyone resembling the subject at the motel. If he does
recall any information whatsoever, she said she would
immediately contact the Rochester, New York, Resident
Agency of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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 RE: CHARLES DUNHAM

INFORMATION CONCERNING

On May 8, 1968, Sergeant C. A, FLYNN, New
York State Police, Waterloo, New York, furnished the
following information to SAA DON FRIEZ HEIM:

OTIS DUNHAM, Border City Road, Geneva, New
York, told Sergeant FLYNN that he had received tele-
phone calls from his son, CHARLES DUNHAM, on May 6 and

T, 1968.

. Mr. DUNHAM said his son, CHARLES, indicated
.that he had information concerning the assassination
of Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and that the identi-
fication of JAMES EARL RAY as KING's murderer was wrong.
He said that the murderer was named either WESLEY, WELSTON
‘or WESTON or a similar sounding name. :

CHARLES DUNHAM indicated he had worked in an
Atlanta, Georgia, coffee house, but his father believed
that he was presently unemployed and living in "hippie"
circumstances.

- DUNHAM's .employer at the coffee house allegedly -
had been arrested on a narcotics charge subsequent to the
KING murder; and, as of the date CHARLES DUNHAM contacted
his father, he was supposed to be confined in a mental
hospital or penal institution in Atlanta.

OTIS DUNHAM did not Know the name of the coffee
house or the name of the owner, but the owner allegedly
‘'has knowledge of KING's murder,

. OTIS DUNHAM told Sergeant FLYNN that his son
seemed to be scared in the telephone conversations. He
felt that his son might have some information concerning
this matter. ' ‘ ‘

CHARLES DUNHAM called from Atlanta telephone
number 875-5437, which OTIS DUNHAM said is a rooming house
at 416 Tth Street, Atlanta, Georgia. '

:h1d 
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OTIS DUNHAM described his son as follows:

- Name -

Race

Sex

Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Height :
Weight

Eyes

Characteristics

CHARLES DUNHAM

White

Male

jome, New York
6 feet

. 200 pounds

Brown - ‘
Wears thick glasses;
Was in the United
States Navy, received
undesirable discharge
in 1964 because of
homosexual tendencles.
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RE: PHOTOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT
ORDERED BY JAMES EARL RAY
FROM SUPERIOR BULK FIIM
COMPANY, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS,
UNDER NAME ERIC S, GALT

: By communication dated April 30, 1968, Chicago
advised that JAMES EARL RAY ordered photographic equip-
megt from Superior Bulk Film Company in late September,
1967. o .

Ordered was one Kodak Dual Projector, M-95-Z.
He also ordered Kodak Super 8 D-38 plus an HP 1 combina-
‘tion 8 MM Super Splicer.,

' not in stock and Super-
~lor shipped a Crestline camera as a replacement. The
subject returned the Crestline and insisted on the Kodak

The Super 8 camera was

~ Super 8, Model M 8.

Chicago desired to know if serial numbers were 4
available on this equipment, and they also desired a search
of warranty slips under RAY's true name and aliases.

‘ On May 2, 1968, BERT S, LONNGREN, Coordinator,
Outbound Traffic, Eastman Kodak Company (EKCO), Rochester,
New York, advised SA WALTER J. SAMEILSTAD that no warranty
"is given for any Kodak camera and serial numbers are not
recorded when shipped by EKCO, -

3 RAYMOND PORTER, Director of Security, EKCO Office,

- Rochester, advised that warranty is furnished for Kodak
-projector M-94-Z; and approximately 50 per cent are returned
by purchasers. o '

, . Approximately 6,000 projectors have been sold with
warranties returned since October, 1967. Mr. PORTER said

these would be examined to determine if subject .had returned
& warranty which should contain a serial number.

shld
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RICHARD TOWNSEND, General Manager, Repair
Center, EKCO, Rochester, advised cameras received for
repalrs are recorded by name and by state in which the
owner lives. There are also repair shops for EKCO at
New York City, Atlanta, Los Angeles, San Francisco,
Chicago and Dallas, plus 34 camera shops recognized by
EKCO to do repairs on EKCO equipment.

_ o . On May 7, 1968, RAYMOND PORTER, advised SA

© SAMELSTAD that a review of the 6,000 warranties for the
Kodak Dual Projector M-95-Z, failed to locate any informa-
tion for RAY under his true name or known aliases.

Mr. PORTER said that a review of repair records -

could be made at each of the seven regional centers, but

he estimated it would take approximately 40 Agent hours

at each center. The time needed for review of records at

. the 34 authorized shops in the United States was not known
to Mr. PORTER because he did not know the volume or nature

of the records maintained at these shops.

By letter dated May 23, 1968, F. H. WAKELEY, '
Manager, Equipment Services, EKCO, advised that the following
letter was mailed to. all EXCO repair shops in the United '
States, Hawaii and Bermuda, where a person might seek ser- A
vice on a piece of Kodak equipment. This letter was accom-
panied by an identification sheet of JAMES EARL RAY. .

~_ The letter reads as follows:

"May 23, 1968

"The FBI recently asked us to send the
enclosed identification sheet to you with :
the information that the party wanted -- James
Earl Ray -- purchased a Koddk Instamatic M8
Movie Camera and a Xodak Instamatic M95 Movie
Projector around October or November, 1967,
Eﬁe serial numbers of the equipment are not

own., . o
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"There is the chance that Ray
may appear sometime, at some place,
to request service for his equipment.
Should this happen in your place of
business, ‘please notify your local '
FBI Office at once. You will find the

. address and phone number on the back
~ of the identification sheet,

"Yours very truly,

"/s/ F. H. Wakeley'

"Manager, ' _
"Equipment Services

"FHWakeley :smb

"Enclpsure"
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RE: DARK BLUE MUSTANG
GEORGIA LICENSE
2D 112-56

On April 30, 1968, RICHARD J. KOHLMEIER, 65
Stoneleigh Avenue, Town of Tonawanda, New York, tele-
phonically advised SE RICHARD R. WALSH that'at about
4:15 PM on that date he had pulled up behind a dark
- blue Mustang, estimated 1966 model, on Delaware Avenue,
’ Buffalo, New York.

Subsequently, he pulled alongside this car
‘and noticed that the driver closely resembled the photo-.

graph of JAMES EARL RAY which appeared in the Buffalo
Evening News..

: The driver, when he observed KOHIMEIER 1ook1ng
. at him, sped off; but KOHLMEIER got his 1icense plate -
number as Georgia License 2d 112-56.

This,information'waS"furnished:to-Atlanta.

" shld
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RE: DRIVER OF 1964 OR 1965 FORD,
FLORIDA LICENSE 4W 69100

On April 22, 1968, EUGENE R. ROSZYK, 90 Cleveland
Avenue, Salamanca, New York, advised the Buffalo Office that
about 10:30 AM on that date, ‘he was in Langworthy's Restaurant,
Killbuck, New York, when a man entered the restaurant and sat -
on a stool away from him. He was wearing a white shirt, no tle,
checked blue sports coat, light gray pants and sunglasses. He
was driving a 1964 or 1965 two-door, either white or light tan
Ford with Florida license 4w 69100.

ROSZYK had seen photographs of RAY on television the
. preceding night and felt that this individual bore a close
resemblance. The driver proceeded west on Route 17 towards
Jamestown, New York. Lookouts placed with the New York State :
- Police, Chautauqua County Sheriff's Office and Jamestown Police_

. Department, falled to locate the car. _ :

This information was furnished the JacksOnviile Office.

icgp
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RE: INVESTIGATION CONCERNING EARL EVERETT RAY,
DECFASED UNCLE CF JAMES EARIL RAY

By communication dated April 23, 1968, Albany
advised that EARL EVERETT RAY, uncle of the subject, died
May 2, 1959, in Buffalo. His body was found under a rail-
road bridge at the foot of Commercial Street, Buffalo, New
York. EARL RAY came to Albany in 1957 from 476 Franklin
Street, Buffalo, New York, where he was employed at Buffalo.
Hospital. i '

Un April 24, 1968, SA EIMER F. MOULIN, JR., con-

-tacted WILLIAM J. COLLINS in charge of the micro section of

the Buffalo Police Department. His records show that EARL
E. RAY's body was found under the D. Jie & W, railroad bridge
at the foot of Commercial Street. Dr. LEE of Emergency
Hospital pronounced RAY dead on arrival.

On April 24, 1968, NICHOLAS SALINARDO, Erie County
Morgue, made available records which disclosed the body was
brought to the morgue by the Roberts Funeral Home and after
laying in the morgue for two days, was claimed by Mrs. FRANK
FULLER, sister, 2601 Chestnut, Quincy, Il1i., the claim being
made by telegram. : _ :

GEORGE ROBERTS, Roberts Funeral Home, 2400 Main
Street, Buffalo, on April 24, 1968, advised he took the body
to the Erie County Morgue on May 2, 1959. His copy of the
death certificate disclosed RAY's last place of residence as
Western Road, Albany; occupation, steward; but unemployed at
time of death; marital status, divorced; father, JAMES RAY
and mother, LILLIAN MATTHEWS. The death certificate was signed
by Dr. ROCCO DE DOMINICIS. :

Mr. ROBERTS said the body was shipped to the Duxe's
Brothers Funeral Home, 823 Broadway, Quincy, Illinois, on
May 4, 1959, as ordered by Mrs. FRANK FULLER. .

The records of Buffalo General Hospital were checked

by personnel director, TOM MICHEL, on August 24, 1968, but he

could locate no employment record for RAY.

scgp -,
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A On this same date, Miss ELLEN JONES, Personnel Office,"‘
Buffalo State Hospital, advised she could locate no employment
record for RAY. : :

No neighborhood could be conducted at 476 Franklin
Street, Buffalo, as residences in this downtown area were .
torn down ‘in 196Q and have been replaced by business establishments

The records of the Buffalo Retail Merchants Credit
Bureau contain data on one EARL RAY, 476 Franklin Street, Buffalo,
in 1956. ‘His previous residence was shown as 439 Cherry Street,
Quincy, Illinois. His employment was shown as Buffalo General
Hospital in 1956 with a previous employment shown as St. Mary's
Hospital, Quincy, Illinois. His credit bureau file has been in-
active since 1956. : o :

- The file contains a report from the Quincy Credit
Bureau which showed that in July, 1955, EARL RAY paid a $15
fine on a charge of assaulting YVONNE MC GINLEY. It also
showed that RAY was in Menard Prison as of May 19, 1951, arising
out of an assault charge for which he was sentenced three to :
ten years in September, 1948. o :
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