
WVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY

WANTED BY FBI
JAMES EARL RAY

Photograph taken 1968 
(eyes drawn by artist)

Photographs taken 1960

EYES’ blue 
COMPLEXION: medium 
RACE: white
NATIONALITY: American

HEIGHT: 5'10"
WEIGHT: 163 to 174 pounds
BUILD: medium
HAIR: brown, possibly cut short

DESCRIPTION
AGE: 40, born March 10. 1928, Alton,Illinois

A Federal warrant was issued on April 17, 1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, charging Ray as Eric St 
Code, Section 241). A Federal warrant was also issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missot 
U. S. Code, Section 1073).
IF YOU HAVE INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL FBI 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL FBI OFFICES LISTED ON BACK.
Identification Order 4182
April 20, 1968

OFFICE.

OCCUPATIONS: baker, color matcher, laborer
SCARS AND MARKS: small scar on center of forehead and small scar on 

palm of right hand
REMARKS: noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf; 

allegedly attended dance instruction school; has reportedly • 
completed course in bartending

CRIMINAL RECORD
Ray has been convicted of burglary, robbery, forging U. S. Postal Money
Orders, armed robbery, and operating motor vehicle without owner's - 
consent.
CAUTION
RAY IS SOUGHT IN CONNECTION WITH A MURDER WHEREIN THE'-'
VICTIM WAS SHOT. CONSIDER ARMED AND EXTREMELY DAN--- '

■^*“ " 1 G'&R'Q'U'Sv
rr&EGWJWITOcpjisjjmnjUO^  ̂ Right of a citizen (Title 18, U.S.
fiS^lW^ Wth 'h^l^11®^ t0 Avoid Ponfinement for the crime of Robbery (Title 18, "

Directory j
Federal Wau of Investigation
Washington, D. C. 20535

APR 2 ' 1968
FBI — BiEMINGHAb
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SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (1/12/68)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Located at: Building Telephone

ALBANY, New York 12207
ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico 87101
ANCHORAGE, Alaska 99501
ATLANTA, Georgia 30303
BALTIMORE, Maryland 21202
BIRMINGHAM, Alabama 35203 
BOSTON, Massachusetts 02203

BUFFALO, New York 14202
BUTTE, Montana 59701
CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 28202
CHICAGO, Illinois 60604

CINCINNATI, Ohio 45202

CLEVELAND, Ohio 44199
COLUMBIA, South Carolina 29201
DALLAS, Texas 75201

DENVER, Colorado 80202
DETROIT, Michigan 48226

EL PASO, Texas 79901
HONOLULU, Hawaii 96813
HOUSTON, Texas 77002

INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana 46207 
JACKSON, Mississippi 39201

JACKSONVILLE, Florida 32202

KANSAS CITY. Missouri 64106

KNOXVILLE, Tennessee 37902
LAS VEGAS, Nevada 89101 
LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 72201
LOS ANGELES, California 90017
LOUISVILLE, Kentucky 40202
MEMPHIS, Tennessee 38103
MIAMI, Florida 33137
MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin 53202

MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota 55401
MOBILE, Alabama 30602
NEWARK, New Jersey 07101

NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 06510
NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana 70113
NEW YORK. New York 10021
NORFOLK, Virginia 23510

OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma 73118
OMAHA, Nebraska 68102

M
£3

oo
Sa

is
5 “

502 U. S. Post Office & Ct House 465-7 551 
4303 Federal Office Bldg. CHapel 7-1555 
Room 2 04, Federal Building 272-6414 
275 Peachtree St., N. E. J Ackson 1-3900 
408 U.S. Post Office Bldg. Lexington 9-6700 
Room 1400 - 2121 Bldg. 322-7711
John F. Kennedy Federal Richmond 2-5533

Office Building
*00 U. S. Court House Bldg. 8 56-7800
400 Thornton Building 792-2304
1120 Jefferson Standard Life Bldg. 333-4126 
Room 905, U. S. Court House 431-1333

& Federal Office Building
415 U. S. Post Office & 421-4310

Court House Building
3005 Federal Office Building 522-1400
1529 Hampton Street 252-1911
Room 200 - 1810 Commerce Riverside 1-1851 

Street
Room 18218, Federal Office Bldg. 2 22-5981 
913 Federal Building Woodward 5-2323 

& U. S. Court House
202 U. S. Court House Bldg.
206 Dillingham Building
6015 Federal Building & 

U. S. Court House

533-7451
59546

Capitol 8-1414

1221 North Pennsylvania Street 632-6415
Room 800 - First Federal 948-5000

Savings Building
414 U. S. Court House & 355-1401

Post Office Building
707 U. S. Court House Baltimore 1-6100 

Building
617 Walnut Street, Southwest 524-2721
Room 2-011 Federal Office Bldg. 385-1281 
215 U. S. Post Office Bldg. FR 2-3157 
1340 West 6th Street Hubbard 3-3551
Room 7 01, Bank of Louisville Bldg. 583-3941 
841 Federal Office Bldg. 525-7373 
3801 Biscayne Boulevard 379-2421 
735 U. S. Post Office, Customs 276-4684

& Court House Building 
392 Federal Building 
520 Federal Building 
U. S. Post Office & Court

House Building 
510 The Trust Company Bldg. 
701 Loyola Avenue 
201 East 69th Street 
420 U. S. Post Office &

Court House Building 
5104 N. Francis Street 
1010 Federal Office Bldg.

Federal 9-7861
438-3674
622-5613

787-1217 
522-4671

Lehigh 5-7700 
625-1631

PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania 19107 500 Widener Building
PHOENIX, Arizona 85013 
PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania 15222 
PORTLAND, Oregon 97205
RICHMOND, Virginia 23220 
SACRAMENTO, California 95814 
ST. LOUIS, Missouri 63103 
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah 84111 
SAN ANTONIO, Texas 78206 
SAN DIEGO, California 92103 
SAN FRANCISCO, California 94102

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 00917

SAVANNAH. Georgia 31405
SEATTLE, Washington 98104
SPRINGFIELD, Illinois 62701
TAMPA, Florida 33602

N, D. C. 20535

244 West Osborn Road 
1300 Federal Office Bldg.

Victor 2-7471 
348-1210 

LOcust 3-5300 
Crestwood 9-5511

423 U. S. Court House Bldg.
200 West Grace Street
2020 J Street
2704 Federal Building
3203 Federal Building
433 Federal Building
3211 Fifth Avenue
450 Golden Gate Avenue, 

Box 36015
Pan Am Building

255 Ponce de Leon Avenue
5401 Paulsen Street
1015 Second Avenue
421 South Sixth Street

471-2000 
224-4181 
644-2631 
441-1275

Chestnut 1-5357
Elgin 5-7521 

CA 5-6741 
297-3361 
552-2155

765-6000

• Room 610, Federal Office. Bldg? 
' 506 Old ^gt Offftji BuJWte '

’ < ^'

354-9911 =
Main 2-0460 

522-9675 
.228-7661

100 L
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FBI BIRMGHAM

FBI SAN FRAN

AOS PM URGENT 4-23-668 TRB

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHICAGO, KANSAS CITY, 

MEMPHIS (44-1987, ST. LOI US, LOS ANGELES, LAS VEGAS, AND SPRINGFIE1] 

FROM SAN FRANCISCO (173-65) 2P 

M URKIN -

RE HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER, SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA.

LOHMEYER REINTERVIEWED AT SAN JOSE BY BUREAU AGENTS TODAY. HE 

IS UNABLE TO RECOGNIZE ANY PHOTOGRAPH OF JAMES EARL RAY, HOWEVER, NAME 

EARL RAY IS FAMILIAR TO LOHMEYER. HE IDENTIFIED ONE NINE FIVE FIVE 

OHOTOGRAPH OF WALTER TERRY RIFE AS INDIVIDUAL HE KNEW IN QUINCY, 

ILLINOIS, PRIOR TO ONE NINE FIVE FIVE. ALSO ADVISED HE KNEW JOHN RAY 

HIS BROTHER, JERRY RAY. THESE PEOPLE ALSO USED NAME RYAN. LOHMEYER 

SERVED TIME AT MENARD, ILLINOIS, WITH JOHN RAY AND LONNIE RIFE, BROTHE 

0 F WALTER.

DURING PERIOD ONE NINE FIVE FIVE TO ONE NINE FIVE EIGHT THE 

RAY (RYAN) FAMILY CONS'lSTING OF MOTHER AND SISTER OF JOHN RAY 

MOVED FROM QUINCY TO ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI. DURING THIS PERIOD ONE 

OF RAY FAMILY, POSSIBLY JERRY OR EARL RAY, WAS ARRESTED IN MISSOURI . 

FOR CRIME INVOLVING POSTAL MONEY ORDERS ACCORDING TO LOHMEYER. 

LOHMEYER WORKED IN PRISON KITCHEN WITH JOHN RAY WHEN RAY WAS EIGHTEEN 

END PAGE ONE ' Z/Z/ / 7 ^^ -/^ ^<S" .

7
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PAGE TWO

TO NINETEEN YEARS OF AGE. STATES RAY HAD STRONG PREJUDICE AGAINST 

NEGROES HUT EXPAINED THIS WAS GENERAL FEELING AMONG WHITE iNMATES. 

LOHMEYER CONSIDERS JOHN RAY OF TEMPERMENT TO COMMIT MURKIN BUT 

PROBABLY WOULD BE INVOLVED AS HIRED ASSASSIN. THIS OPINION WAS NOT 

SOLICITED BUT WAS INTRODUCES IN INTERVIEW BY LOHMEYER WHO HAS CLOSELY 

FOLLOWED THIS CASE THROUGH NEWS MEDIA.

ALL OFFICES CONSIDER RAY BROTHERS AND RIFE BROTHERS AS POSSIBLE 

ACCOMPLICES OF JAMES EARL RAY.

SPRINGFIELD AND ST. LOUIS ATTEMPT TO FURTHER IDENTITY JOHN LARRY 

RAY (RYAN) AND ASCERTAIN CURRENT ACTIVITIES.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS-

END i

OTHER OFFICES ADVISED

S SP

FBI BIRMGHAM

6
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FBI BIRMGHAM

FBI MIAMI

6:14PM URGENT 4-23-68 PJL

TO DIRECTOR (44-388615 ATLANTA (44-2386), MEMPHIS (44-1987), AND

B I RM IN GHAM ( 44- 1 7'40 ) '

FROM MIAMI (44-1854)

MURKIN

RE SUSPECT AND FLIGHT CREWS OF EASTERN AIRLINES (EAL) 

FOREIGN BOUND FLIGHTS OUT OF ATLANTA, GA., APRIL FIVE, LAST.

RE MIAMI TELETYPE TO BUREAU APRIL NINETEEN, LAST, 

SEVEN FORTY-SEVEN P.M.

CREWS OF EAL FLIGHT NINE FIVE FIVE AND N.Y. TO MONTREAL

LEG OF FLIGHT ONE ZERO SIX ARE BASED IN MIAMI. ALL CREW 

MEMBERS EXCEPT THOSE UNAVAILABLE ON VACATION, ETC., HAVE 

BEEN INTERVIEWED AND SHOWN PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUSPECT RAY, WITH 

NEGATIVE RESULTS. MAJORITY OF CREW EACH FLIGHT INTERVIEWED.

END

G DM ■ ' .

FBI BIRMGHAM . .

INDEXED

F'^o,/
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. FBI BIRMGHAM ,

FBI MEMPHIS

645PM URGENT 4-23-68 DN D

TO DIRECTOR, BIRMINGHAM, AND ATLANTA

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987)

M URKIN.

ALL AGENTS FORMERLY ASSIGNED MEMPHIS DIVISION ON

SPECIAL HAVE NOW DEPARTED. NO EXTRA PERSONNEL REMAINING MEMPHIS 

DIVISION. SEPARATE COMMUNICATIONS SUBMITTED BUREAU AND INTERESTED 

0 FFICES.

NUMEROUS LOOK-ALIKE LEADS HANDLED AND ELIMINATED MEMPHIS 

DI DI SON.

ATLANTA REQUESTED CHECK NEWSPAPERS FOR POSSIBLE SALE 

OF AUTOMOBILES BY INDIVIDUALS, IT BEING NOTED SUBJECT DID 

PURCHASE AUTOMOBILE IN THI SCANNER IN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION. 

_ ATLANTA WILL PURSUE LEAD.

' NO OTHER PERTINENT ACTIVITY MEMPHIS DIVISION.

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING.

A & D. P.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI BIRMGHAM

FBI MOBILE 

9 36 PM 

/

URGENT 21/23/68 AAH

TO BIRMINGHAM, JACKSONVILLE AND MEMPHIS 

FROM MOBILE (157-2627)

MURK IN.

ON INSTANT DATE BILL DICKON, ADDRESS FIFTEEN HIM DRED FOURT­

EENTH AVE*, S. , BIRMINGHAM, ALA., TELEPHONE THREE TWO THREE - SEVEN 

EIGHT SIX EIGHT, CONTACTED BUREAU AGENTS, MONTGOMERY, ALA., THIS 

DATE AND ADVISED HE WAS ON DEEP SEA FISHING BOAT NAMED "CHARLIE" 

O UT OF PANAMA CITY, FLA., ON APR. TWENTY, SIXTYEIGHT, FROM TWO . 

A.M. THROUGH FIVE P.M. DUHON ADVISED HE SAW INDIVIDUAL RESEMBLING 

SUBJECT ON THAT BOAT AND CONVERSED WITH HIM DURING ENTIRE TRIP. 

DUHON ADVISED HE HAD WANTED FLYER OF SUBJECT IN HIS POCKET AT THAT 

TIME. THIS INDIVIDUAL ALLEGEDLY TOLD DUHON HE FORMERLY RESIDED IN 

BIRMINGHAM, ALA., FOR ONE YEAR ABOUT TEN TO TWELVE BLOCKS FROM S. 

FOURTEENTH ST. INDIVIDUAL TOLD DUHON HE WAS IN SOME TYPE OF 

TROUBLE BUT FAILED TO ELABORATE.

WAITRESS NAMED MARY, WHO WORKS IN RESTAURANT NEXT TO LOUNGE, 

PANAMA CITY BOAT LANDING, ALLEGEDLY TALKED TO SAME INDIVIDUAL WHO

EMD PAGE ONE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO '

TOLD HER HE HAD BEEN IN PANAMA CITY* FLA., AREA AT A HOTEL FOR

THREE DAYS.

DUHON ADVISED ALL PASSENGERS OF FISHING BOAT NAMED '’CHARLIE”

SIGNED A REGISTER BEFORE PUTTING TO SEA. SEVERAL PASSENGERS ON

BOAT SAW THIS INDIVIDUAL WHO RESEMBLED SUBJECT: ONE. ABBOTT

FRAN TV SALESMAN, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.J TWO TOM TANGLE, LAND-

LORD OF DUHON, FIFTEEN HUNDRED FOURTEENTH AVE., S., BIRMINGHAM,

ALA.,’ THREE. DON SHIPLEY, THREE FOUR TWO EIGHT OLD COLUMBIA ROAD,

BIRMINGHAM.

INDIVIDUAL ALLEGEDLY GOT INTO A FIFTYSEVEN FOURDOOR CHEVROLET,

WHITE OVER GREEN, POSSIBLE ALA. LICENSE WITH LAST THREE DIGITS .

NINE NINE ONE, OWNED BY THIS INDIVIDUAL’S FRIEND. DUHON DESCRIBED 

INDIVIDUAL RESEMBLING SUBJECT AS FOLLOWS: WM, FIVE FT. NINE, 

ONE SIXTYFIVE - ONE SEVENTYFIVE LBS., AGE APPROXIMATELY THIRTYSIX, 

BROWN EYES, HAIR DYED A REDDISH BLOND WITH EYEBROWS DARK BROW AND 

NOT DYED, GREEN AND WHITE SHIRT, WHITE TENNIS SHOES, DARK TROUSERS.

SECOND INDIVIDUAL DESCRIBED BY DUHON WHO ALLEGEDLY OWNED 

FIFTYSEVEN CHEVROLET WAS: WM, TWENTYSIX, SIX FT. ONE, ONE EIGHTY 

END PAGE TWO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE .

LBS., BROWN HAIR, SLENDER BUILD, ALLEGEDLY LIVED FIFTEENTH AVE., 

PANAMA CITY, FLA. , ’ POSSI BLY A, MACHIN I ST.

DUHON ADVISED INDIVIDUAL WHO RESEMBLED SUBJECT KNEW THE 

FOLLOWING PERSONS: ERNEST fjo WELL, EXTERMINATOR BUSINESS, BIRMINGHAM, 

ALA.; MANAGER OF THE REDMONT HOTEL,. BIRMINGHAM, ALA.; 0 WN ER 0 F 4

BARBECUE PIT, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.

JACKSONVILLE AND BIRMINGHAM DIVS. CONDUCT IMMEDIATE

INVESTIGATION PANAMA CITY, FLA., AND BIRMINGHAM, ALA., TO VERIFY

INFORMATION AND TO LOCATE SUSPECT TO DETERMINE IF IDENTICAL WITH

S UBJECT. P.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

GDM

FBI BIRMGHAM

©
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FBI BIRMGHAM -

FBI ATLANTA

10:58 PM URGENT 4/23/68 LBN

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM, LOS ANGELES, KANSAS CITY, 

SPRINGFIELD.

FROM ATLANTA <44-238 65

MURK IN

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION, APRIL TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYEIGHT.

NEW AND USED CAR DEALERS IN ATLANTA AND SUBURBAN AREAS 

CONTINUE TO BE CANVASSED AND SHOWN PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUBJECT RAY. 

CHECKS NEGATIVE TO DATE. LEADS OBTAINED FROM -CLASSI FI ED SECTION 

0 F NEWSPAPERS FROM MARCH TWENTYFOUR TO APRIL FIVE LAST AND 

CONTINUE TO BE CHECKED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS.

CAR RENTAL AGENCIES IN ATLANTA AND SUBURBAN AREAS ARE 

BEING CHECKED, PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY EXHIBITED, SUCH CHECKS 

NEGATIVE TO DATE.

N EI GHTBORHOO D INVESTIGATION ON FOURTEENTH STREET, WEST 

0 r PEACHTREE STREET, CONDUCTED TODAY. RAY'S PHOTOGRAPH SHOWN TO 

PERSONS INTERVIEWED AND SUCH CHECKS NEGATIVE.

END PAGE ONE. ■
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PAGE TWO . .

CHECKS OF CREW MEMBERS AND PASSENGERS ON FOREIGN

BOUND FLIGHTS OF APRIL FIVE AND SIX LAST, CONTINUE THIS DATE 

WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. SUCH CHECKS ARE CONTINUING.

ADDITIONAL ATTEMPT MADE THIS DATE TO INTERVIEW JIMMY

'DELTON GARNER, OWNER OF ROOMING HOUSE AT ONE ONE THREE FOURTEENTH 

STREET, ATLANTA, WHERE RAY ROOMED WHILE IN ATLANTA. GARNER 

CONTINUES TO BE IN A HIGHLY INTOXICATED CONDITION AND INTERVIEW 

NOT CONCLUDED. -

INDIVIDUAL WITH NAME JAMES RAY WITH UNLISTED TELEPHONE 

NUMBER CHECKED OUT AND DETERMINED NOT IDENTICAL BASED ON HIS 

N EGRO RACE.

FLIGHT PERSONNEL OF EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT ONE THREE 

THREE, APRIL TWELVE LAST, CONSISTING OF FIRST OFFICER AND TWO

0 THER CREW MEMBERS, INTERVIEWED RE A PASSENGER RESEMBLING RAY 

WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. THOSE THREE STATED GILCHRIST WAS IN 

ERROR IN STATING ONLY ONE PASSENGER DEBARKED AT HOUSTON, TEXAS. 

REMAINING THREE CREW PERSONNEL WILL BE INTERVIEWED APRIL 

END PAGE TWO..
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P AGE THREE. . .

TWENTY FOUR NEXT.

BANK ROBBERY OCCURRED AT WESTSIDE BRANCH OF FULTON 

NATIONAL BANK TODAY. RAY’S PHOTOGRAPH SHOWN TO EYE WITNESSES 

AND HE WAS ELIMINATED AS SUBJECT OF THAT ROBBERY.

INDIVIDUAL FURNISHING NAME JAMES WRAY, EIGHT TWO SIX

EIGHT FORTEETH STREET, NORTH, PINELLAS PARK, FLORIDA, AGE 

THIRTYTHREE, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER]____

CONTACTED INSURED DRIVEAWAYS,

NINE FOUR TVS MURPHY AVENUE, S-W., ATLANTA, LATE DECEMBER OR 

EARLY JANUARY LAST CONCERNING DRIVING A CAR TO CALIFORNIA. JAMES

WRAY NOT PERMITTED TO DRIVE BECAUSE HIS NAME CONTAINED ON BLACK 

LIST PUBLISHED BY AUTO DELIVERY DIVISION OF DEALERS TRANSIT, 

INC. AND CONTAINED NOTATION "HE DROVE CAR FOUR US IN LOS 

ANGELES - UNRELIABLE.” ACCORDING TO INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEWED, 

JAMES Wr/y BEARS SLIGHT- RESEMBLANCE TO SUBJECT'S SIXTY PHOTOGRAPH 

AS CONTAINED ON IDENTIFICATION ORDER OF RAY. INSURED DRIVEAWAYS 

IS MEMBER OF DEALERS TRANSIT, INC-

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END. .

G DM

FBI BIRMGHAM

T U CLR
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FBI BIRMGHAM

FBI ATLANTA

12:07 PM EST URGENT 4/2 4/ 68 VSC

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861, BIRMINGHAM 44-1740* JACKSONVILLE*

AND MEMPHIS 44- 1987

FROM ATLANTA 44-238 6 2P

M URKIN

RE BIRMINGHAM TEL TO ATLANTA AND MEMPHIS* APR. TWENTYTHIRD

L AST

FOR INFO JACKSONVILLE AND BUREAU;

. MOBILE DIV. ADVISED BY BILL DUHON-, BIRMINGHAM* ALA., HE 

WAS ON DEEP SEA FISHING BOAT NAMED "CHARLIE” OUT OF PANAMA CITY 

FLA., APR. TWENTYTVO, LAST. SAW INDIVIDUAL RESEMBLING SUBJECT 

AND TALKED TO HIM ON ENTIRE TRIP.

INDIVIDUAL ALLEGEDLY GOT INTO A NINETEEN FIFTYSEVEN FOUR- 

DOOR CHEVROLET* WHITE OVER GREEN* POSSIBLE ALABAMA LICENSE 

LAST THREE DIGITS, NINE NINE ONE, OWNED BY INDIVIDUAL'S FRIEND. 

INDIVIDUAL RESEMBLING SUBJECT W/M, FIVE FEET NINE INCHES, ONE 

HUNDRED SIXTYFIVE LBS., TO ONE HUNDRED SEVENTYFIVE LBS.* AGE 

THIRTYSIX,- BROWN EYES* HAIR DYED A REDDISH BLOND. SECOND 

INDIVIDUAL, WHO ALLEGEDLY OWNED FIFTYSEVEN CHEVROLET* WAS W/M 

SIX FEET ONE INCH* ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY LBS-* BROWN HAIR* SLENDER 

BUILD, ALLEGEDLY LIVED FIFTEENTH AVE.* PANAMA CITY* FLA.

END PAGE ONE
Serialized.

.indexed
■FILED—,

APR 2 41968
FBI —BIRMINGHAM
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PAGE TWO

AT 44-2386

INDIVIDUAL STATED HE KNEW MANAGED REDMONT HOTEL* BIRMINGHAM 

ALA. .

ON APR. TWENTYFOUR INSTANT* CLIFFORD STILES* OWNER REDMONT 

HOTEL# BIRMINGHAM* ALA.* CONTACTED AT ATLANTA* ADVISED HE DOES 

NOT RECOGNIZE PHOTOS OF RAY AS ANYONE HE KNOWS OR RESEMBLING ANY 

ONE HE KNOWS.

STATED HIS FORMER MANAGER OF REDMONT HOTEL FROM FEBRUARY 

SIXTYSEVEN TO JANUARY FIFTEEN SIXTYEIGHT IS APPARENTLY ONE 

WHO INDIVIDUAL KNEW. FORMER MANAGER CECIL TRAMMEL* NOW AT 

REEF MOTEL* PANAMA CITY BEACH, FLA. '

JACKSONVILLE LOCATE AND INTERVIEW TRAMMEL, DISPLAY PHOTO 

OF SUBJECT AND DETERMINE IDENTITY OF INDIVIDUAL ON BOAT. 

END

C EB .

FBI BIRMGHAM ,

T U@ ' '
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MOT, WMHt-BM)
M»^# (44-im)

Wmki %^», FBI (4HI#D

_^S/2i^Z
SEARCHED —----------iKDEXED jg-

SERIALI7F1 niT./S.<
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4/23/63

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO:, . .' SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1937)

, FROM; SAC, MOBILE (157-2627) (P)

SUBJECT: MOKIN > . . '

Reference is made to Birmingham teletype, 
4/17/63* setting forth information from a Birmingham PCI 
concerning on® SHAW GALT (PHONETIC) whom she had met 
through THOMAS JOSEPH COX.

On 4/13/68, a recontact was made with the - 
credit bureau and with the seaman unions, SIU And NMU« 

■ Both of these sources had previously been contacted re- 
\ yarding suspect ERIC STARVO GALT. They could givens 

information concerning 3HAW/GALT.

Mobile indices are negative concerning SHAW QALT.

These negative contacts are recorded in the 
" Mobile file and no insert Of this negative investigation is 

being submitted to Memphis.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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4/22/68

1ILKYPX URGENT

TO: DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS

FROM: NSV ORLEANS <157-10673)

MUREIN

RS MEMPHIS TELETYPES TO DIRECTOR APRIL EIGHTEEN 

AND APRIL TWENTY, SIXTYEIGHT} MEMPHIS A INTEL TO NEW ORLEANS 

APRIL TWENTY, 8IXTYKIGMT; AND MEMPHIS TELEPHONE CALL 

TO NSW ORLEANS APRIL TWSSTYTWO, SIXTYEIGHT.

VINCENT LIBERTO, ANTHONY ^IBERTg, AND MRSt

EMMA LIBKRTG LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED THIS DATE. t^V^*'^ A^^ 

«SB HAD NO TELEPHONIC CONTACT WITH BROTHER FRAME IN

MI3CPHIS SIXTYEIGHT. MRS. LIBERTD

CONTACTED SON FRANK IN MEMPHIS COUPLE OF DAYS AFTER THE 

ASSASSINATION PURELY OUT OF CONCERN FDR THE FAMILY THJRE. 

NONE OF THE LIBERTO BROTHERS RESIDING IN NEW ORLEANS IN 

THE PRODUCE BUSINESS^ ANTHONY IS RETIRED DIABETIC FORMERLY 

WORKING FOR VIKING TRUCK LINES! VINCENT PRESENTLY A 

TRUCKER WITH VIKING: SALVATORE PRESENTLY EMPLOYED WITH 

WEST EROTHERS TRUCKING MRS/ LIBERTO STATES SON FRANK 

STOPPED TO VISIT LAST FRIDAY AFTER A TRIP TO HAMMOND, Lk.
yy- /7V0~M^

AREA TO BUY STRAWBERRIES? ALL FAMILY MEMB1SSJW|^^
_  . SEARCHED-_________ INDEXED.  

u^* Birmingham (AM) serialized---------- filed.:-------
1 - Atlanta (AM) n ™
1 - Naw Orleans (1ST-196V3) APR 2 41968 .
TLCiaed (3) y __Jt“W2i--

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MO 157-10873 ;

PASS WO

STATS NO KNOWLEDGE Of ASSASSINATION EXCEPT OOM BEADING 

AJTB WATCHING NEWS MEDIA* VINCENT ADVISED AFTER VIEWING 

PHOTO OF RAY HAD VW & NEWSPAPER AW TV BUT MO OTHER 

KNOWLEDGE- MRS* TISHRI© AND ANTHONY VIEWED PHOTOGRAPH 

AMS STATED LOOKED FAMILIAR BUT COULD NOT IDENTIFY IT* 

SALVATORS LIBSST0 UNAVAILABLE TO DATE AND WILL BI 

INTERVIEWED EAKLY AM APRIL TWENTYTHREE, HEXT? THREE 

ZERO TWO’S FOLLOW?

IND.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P)

4/23/68

MURKIN
CR

OO:MEMPHIS
BUFILE: 44-38861

State wide ehecks throughout Kentucky have been 
completed in the names of HARVEY LOWBEYER, HARVEY LOWMYER, 
WILLIAM J. LEHMEYER, JOHN WILLARD and ERIC STARVO GALT 
all with negative results through contact with the following 
agencies:

Credit bureaus, local county and state police 
departments, a check of city and telephone directories. 
Driver’s License Bureau at Frankfort, Kentucky, as well as 
Automobile Registration Bureaus located in each of the 120 
counties in Kentucky. A similar check was also made of 
Voter Registration Bureaus in the above counties.

Laundry checks aSjwell as contact with Stry-Lenkoff 
Company, Louisville, Ky., manufacturers of the dry cleaning 
tickets "flag tags”, the results of the latter which have 
been reported by separate communication. Other investigation 
regarding laundry checks have been negative throughout the 
State of Kentucky,

A check of all dancing schools throughout the State 
of Kentucky affording additional dancing lessons has also 
been completed.

A stop which had been placed on 4/11/68, with the 
Division of Motor Vehicles and KSP, Frankfort, Kentucky, 
resulting in an APB regarding the 1966 white Mustang was 
removed on 4/12/68.

A check was also made of Maritime Union at Paducah,

2yMemphis
□/-Birmingham (info)
1-Louisville

CAK/cam
(4)
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LS 44-947

Kentucky, and with a subsidiary of American Bargee Line 
Company, Jeffersonville, Indiana, (serving the Louisville 
Kertucky, metropolitan area) has been made with negative 
results. All of these above agencies have been alerted 
as to suspect GALT.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

w j _
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 90IO-IM
■ MAY 1062 EDITION 

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, BIRMINGHAM (^-1740) date: U/22/68

from : SA NORMAN D. MIDDLETON

subject: MURKIN

The marriage and divorce records of Colbert County, Ala. 

were reviewed on 4./22/6Q and faildd to reflect any of the 

foil owing names:

JAMES EARL RAY

ERIC STARVO GALT

W. C. HERRON

HARVEY LOWMEYER

JOHN WILLARD

JAMES MC BRIDE

JAMES WALTON

JAMES O’CONNER

3-Birmingham
NDM
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OPTIONAL WIW MO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPM* (41 CFW 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) date: 4/23/68

from : SA JEREMIAH J. SMITH

subject: MURKIN 
CR

LEAD TO CHECK MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE RECORDS 
CLAY AND CLEBURNE COUNTY, ALABAMA, 4/22/68

Heflin,
Mr. HORACE MERRILL, Clerk, Cleburne County, Alabama, made 
available divorce records which were checked with negative 
results for subject’s name and aliases, on 4/22/68.

Heflin,
Mrs. TOYE THRASHER, Clerk; Probate Office, made available 
marriage records checked withneative results on 4/22/68.

’ ’ Ashland,Alabama, 
Mrs. ELIZABETH PRUET, Clerk, Probate Office, Clay County 

Court House, on 4/22/68 made available marriage records checked 
with negative results and advised she had no record of divorce 
for subject under name or aliases.

JJS
(2)

5010-108

4V-/7»o - /as^
SEARCHED---------------- INDEXED, .ft .

SERIALIZED________ filed

APR 2 41968 
FBI —BIRMINGHAM

Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
9010-104

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT '

Memorandum
to : SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) date: 4/24/6 3

.from : SA ARTHUR JON COOK

subject: MURKIN
' CR

The following investigation was conducted on 4/23/68 
at Ft. Payne, Alabama, by SA ARTHUR JON COOK:

Sarah Selman, Clerk, Probate Judge’s Office, 
DeKalb County, advised she could locate no marriage record 
from April 1, 1967 to April 23, 1968, for the following 
individuals: JAMES EARL RAY, EARL JAMES RAY, W.C. HERRON, 
EARL JAMES, JAMES MCBRIDE, JAMES O’CONNER, JAMES WALTON, 
OR JAMES WALYON. . j

Peter Green, Register, Circuit Court in Equity, .
DeKalb County, advised he could locate no divorce record 
for the following individuals from April 1, 1967, to April 
23, 1968: JAMES EARL RAY, EARL JAMES RAY, W.C. HERRON, 
EARL JAMES, JAMES MCBRIDE, JAMES O’CONNER, JAMES WALTON, 
OR JAMES WALYON.

I

2-Birmingham

SEARCHED—-------INDEXED^---

SERIALIZED________ FILED ---------

APR 2 41968
FBi-birmingh^_

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY I M2 EDITION
CSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11^

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC (44-1740) date: 4/24/68

FROM : SA CLAUDE TIMOTHY ADAMS

»3I

HERMAN SHAW, 911 11th Wayy S.. Birmingham, contacted the Birmingham 
FBI Office on 4/24/68 and advised the complaint agent that he 
observed an individual,who resembled RAY, at the comer of 15th St 
and 6th Ave. S. on 4/23/68.

SHAW advised that individual was driving a white Valliant automobile 
with a 1968 Ala Lie beginning with 1A-17.
SHAW is employed at a barber shop located at 1424 6th Ave S.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1M2 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101*113

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
:SAC (44-1740) date: 4/24/68

from :§A CLAUD'? TIMOTHY ADAMS

subject: MURKIN

ROBERT KING,2229 Third St. NE, Centerpoint, Ala.,called the 
Birmingham FBI office and revested that an agent come to his 
house to diecass a matter in connection with this case.

JJING advised that he is emnloyed at Mercury Truck Lines and 
drove for a period of time with a SIDNEY STILFS who is also 
emnloyed with Mercury. KING stated that onsr one occasion, 
STILES mentioned that if the two of them saw the victim in 
this case and ran him off the road and killed him it would 
be worth a lot of money to them.

KING stated that he does not trust STILES, who has threatened 
him orally in the past, and asks that bis name not he mentioned 
in this investigation.

2-(44-174O)

5010-10t
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Pla,

i
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. to
MAY 1MB EDITION
G$A FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.®

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC (44-1740) date: 4/24/68

from : SA LAWRENCE G. GETTINGS

subject: MURKIN
CR 
00: ME

Re memo to all agents dated 4/22/68.

On 4/23/68, SA LAWRENCE G. GETTINGS contacted the 
following sources and informants in compliance with rememo 
with negative results:

BH 349-C-TE
BH 333-C
CS BH 369-R
Rev. EDWARD GARDNER
Mrs. GEORGIA PRICE
Mrs. HELEN COOLEY

4

^>
 .^

 .^
^f

^ 
•’

1 -
1 -
1 -
1 -
1 -
1 -

44-1740 
137-886 
157-3206 
157-2898 
157-471 
170-146 
137-1251

LGG:mfl 
(8)

^L / 7^ x 4? ^<2.
SEARCHED .

SERIALIZED.

INDEXED..

5010-104

APR 241968
FBI —BIRMINGHAM

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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4/34/W

inm imu

Wb sxam, m «4-:msi) 

SAC, B1BMXK3BAB (44-1740) (?)

Re Birwlaghs# teiephea# call t© Boreas, 4/23/$#.

Saclowed herewith for the Boreas are tee copies 
ef •* article ter psblicatlew •* JAtRS SAKU BAT, a»4 ea- 
c lotted for At last • a#4 mphi# la ewe copy each of the 
article.

Ter iafereatie# of Screes as# iatereeted offices, 
the ease leased article far public#!!©# we fereished to Ser. 
BKUKW firmer, Secretary, Alwtewa Service Staties Aseeclatie# 
Ue., 1102 South 30th Stmt, Slreiaghfe*, Alabam, «b 4/23/41 
tee. BBmBT adwieed that oho will publish the artiel# la th# 
Amoeiatieb*# edathly Mhgtwiwe which la distributed to 
service sthtiew evawte who ere aewbers of the Aaweeietioa
threugheot th# Stet# «1 #Ub#MU the advised that Old# 
article will appear 1» the April Issue of the Aseociati®®*# 
its fax Ibc which will be distributed ©» er about 4ZI0/S«.

3 - Berea# (See. 3)
1 - AtUsU <Bm« 1) (Uf#>
S - fesphi# (44-1SS7) (Sae. 1)
T) * Blr#i#£h&M
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risi ng Ls &, A J a ba£»f 
Api* X I J*<*j X : ‘*-*<’:

VANTfr by Tir pex

vanes' tar J Tay, with known all ares of r:u.

Sinyvo GuFt, ■'. t« iter’-on, Purvey Powder, C-awf. i&rir:<>, 

•Jaa^s <..'’(..os gov , Jaar*; button, Juaoc knlyrai, Jois'; fr’.Titrt, 

'Jia", is bo: or sought by the KP' -wr' clar^C sith r civi 

r ,..rht2 cubeo.i&uy in which i Lc v;»tm war yucn «ac k;Hnt: 

and r.teretete flight - rob'^try.

Accordin’: to FBI J -rootor J. A^nr i/yewr, $v, 

wh s 4. yenri? ** a^e, was repvMcc a Ike rig; ioon tio 

i (ssour? Statu Penitent.! ary al J<ft'ors»oc Cisy. .■<ssouri, 

w.dcc Api.il ?0, 1907, where ho had been roc*, vox un 

^iar<L 17, TVS’, to servo a z-J-yeer &<! nto ex'* fciluain. Ltr 

couv - c t: o -.1 for r.r»»d robberv.

a known arrest i oco-C tfat in?.: bach t ?

1’1., wh:e k /uv'tices 3 cunvic i: .•;■!» fur bar#!ssry in U>r

Arre*; oft, > a) atonia, ir« 1’^4.;; a rite cl robbery lu CHcng- , 

j lltrnMa, in 1.32; ano' forging -JniteC StstOE oi.ta’ b<.,o»y

Or c All oii? tor 3 i a 1 ■■■■
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Bay had served la the 0. 3. Army from February, 

1946, to December, 1948, at which tine he was given a 

general discharge. Be is a white stale, bora 

in Illinois (not confirmed), is approximately 5*10”, 

weight 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes, brown hair, has 

a sealI scar oa the center of hie forehead and a scar on

th? pain of his right hand.

Ray i* a drifter and has been employed as a 

bather, laborer and color matcher.

Ray should be considered arsed and dangerous.

Anyone having information concernleg bi* should lamedlately 

report it tothe FBI. Call Birmingham telephone 322-7711 

collect.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date___ 4/13/68_______

Mr. CARL GRIMES, Manager, Tarrant City Branch, 
First National Bank of Birmingham, Tarrant City, Alabama, 
advised that signature card shows that one ROBERT BORSARI, 
giving address 1606 Jackson Blvd., Tarrant, Alabama, 
business address "Redk^n Laboratories, Inc.,’’ and stating 
his business to be ’’teacher of new theory,” telephone 
number 841-2411, stating he had no former banking 
connection, opened an account on February 16 1968, 
which was handled by Mr. ROBERT M. GANDY. Account was 
opened with deposit of $150.00 check on Redken Laboratories, 
Inc.

Mr. GRIMES stated that a teller who was engaged 
in preparing statements and canceled checks for mailing 
to customers, being aware of the murder of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING at Memphis, Tennessee, and recent publicity concerning 
person who may have been responsible, thought there whs 
something peculiar about the pattern of the account of 
BORSARI, the canceled checks, and the places where they 
were cashed. She called it to the attention of Mr. GRIMES 
and they felt it warranted notifying the FBI to check out 
this man. -

Mr. GRIMES stated that the account was opened 
after a telephone introduction by JOHN GALLAWAY, whose 
address is 1606 Jackson Blvd., Tarrant City, Alabama. 
He described GALLAWAY as an eccentric with a mental problem 
and Mr. GRIMES has been told he has been in a mental 
institution. GALLAWAY has a budget checking account 
at First National Bank, Tarrant City. BORSARI's account 
is mailed to the address of GALLAWAY. BORSARI is described 
as a salesman for Redken Laboratories, 14721 Calipa Street, 
Van Nuys, California. Mr. GRIMES stated he had sent 
deposit slips to the company and knows that it does 
exist because the company mails checks for BORSARI to 
the bank for deposit. u

On 4/12/68 a, ^tfmingham, Alabama File # BH 44-1740 -/J2^/

SA DONALD KuTHRIE:gas 4/12/68
by ---------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------- Date dictated -_________________ _____
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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BH 44-1740

Mr. GRIMES stated he shook hands with
BORSARI when he arrived 
bank and probably had a 
but he described him as

to open the account at the 
30 second contact with him 
follows:

difficult 
Jackson * s 
and lives

Age
Height 
Weight 
Hair

Clothing

He described 
to get along 
Shoe Shop on

26-27
5’8" or 5’9"
160-165 lbs.
Long brown chestnut 
colored or lighter 
Wearing a sweater, had 
neat appearance.

GALLAWAY as being a person 
with, is arrogant and runs 
the main street in Tarrant City

in the rear of the business. He is described
as an agitating person who has had trouble with 
neighboring people around his business, maybe concerning 
the parking of automobiles in the wrong places and 
similar1 things.

He described GALLAWAY as follows

Age
Height
Weight

Hair'
Complexion

35-38
6’1"
Unknown, but is on the 
chubby side
Black
Olive.

JOHN GALLAWAY 
a car for BORSARI a few

asked Mr. GRIMES to finance 
weeks ago and Mr. GRIMES

said he would not as BORSARI had no credit in the 
Birmingham area. GALLAWAY had said he would endorse 
the note with BORSARI and this would have been all 
right with Mr. GRIMES but two or three days later 
GALLAWAY called Mr. GRIMES and was bragging that it was 
financed elsewhere and said the car had been bought.

Mr. GRIMES, in viewing the canceled checks 
to be mailed to BORSARI, noticed that there was one

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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3 
BH 44-1740

payable to the Sheraton in Atlanta on March 15, 1968; 
one to the Super Store, Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, on 
April 2, 1968; one to the Newport Motel, Newport, 
Arkansas, on April 3, 1968; one to Walridge Motel, 
Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, on April 4, 1968; and one to 
Holiday Inn, Little Rock, Arkansas, on April 5, 1968. 
He noted the dates were near or including the murder 
date and that frca a review of a map, the Arkansas 
addresses were not far from Memphis.

He furnished copies of canceled checks for 
this account, as well as copies of the statement sheet 
for the account for a period dating April 9, 1968, and 
one copy of the signature .card.

The checks were itemized as follows:

Check number 114 for $25.00 dated March 7, 
1968, payable to Quality Courts Motel, at Jacksonville, 
Florida, showing additional name of Heart of Jacksonville 
Mote^Tj^Dpears that Phillips Credit Card number 

was used as .identification as noted on

Check number 115 dated March 8, 1968, payable 
to Eastern Airlines for $25.00, place not legible. It 
was charged to the account on March 13, 1968.

Check number 116 dated March 9, 1968, payable 
to City of Birmingham in amount of $4.00.

Check number 117 dated March 11, 1968, payable 
to Delta Airlines, $25.00/ and apparently was cashed 
at Atlanta, Georgia. ;i- '

Check number 118 dated March 13, 1968, payable 
to Delta Airlines in the amount of $40.00, apparently 
at Atlanta, Georgia.

Check number 119 dated March 15, 1968, payable 
to Sheraton-Biltmore (Atlanta) in the amount of $71.08.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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BH 44-1740

Check number 120 dated March 18, 1968, payable 
to Delta Airlines in the amount of $25.00, at Birmingham.

Check number 121 dated March 19, 1968, in the 
amount of $17.70 is payable to Alabama Leather Company 
at Birmingham, Alabama.

Check number 122 dated March 18, 1968, in the 
amount of $600.00 is payable to Adamson Ford, Inc., at 
Birmingham.

Check number 123 dated March 20, 1968, in the 
amount of $25.00 payable to Eastern Airlines at Birmingham.

Check number 124 dated March 22, 1968, for 
$30.00 is payable to Delta Airlines at Birmingham.

Check number 125 dated March 24, 1968, in the 
amount of $35.00, payable to Delta Airlines at Birmingham.

Check number 126 for $25.00 is dated March 29, 
1968, payable to Delta Airlines at Birmingham.

Check number 127 is dated March 30, 1968, for 
$20.00 and is payable to Delta Airlines, at Birmingham.

Check number 128 dated March 31, 1968, for 
$12.00 payable to V. W. EASLEY and cleared Merchants 
and Farmers Bank, Mathison, Mississippi.

Check number 129 dated 3/2/68 for $6.18 payable 
to Newport Motel, Newport, Arkansas.

Check number 130 for $10.00 dated April 2, 1968, 
payable to Rorex AG Super Market, Walnut Ridge, Arkansas.

Check number 131 for $10.30 payable to Walridge 
Motel, April 4, 1968. Deposited in bank April 4, 1968, 
Walnut Ridge, Arkansas

Check number 132 for $25.00 dated April 5, 1968, 
payable to Holiday Inn, showing Gulf credit card number

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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BH 44-1740

^^^^^^^he face and another identification 
nurabe^^^^HB. It was deposited by Holiday Inn 
of Americas Inc., Little Rock South.

The statement for the period ending April 9, 
1968, shows that a total of $1,032.80 in checks was 
paid on the account during the previous month, deposits 
made during the month amounting to $648.43, balance 
at beginning of period of $620.37 and ending balance 
$236.00.

Mr. GRIMES stated that GALLAWAY had called 
him later in the day, April 12, 1968, and asked that the 
statement and canceled checks be sent to him immediately 
as BORSARI was to be in town over the weekend and wanted 
same.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI BIRMGHAM

FBI JACKSVLE

1 59 PM URGENT 4/23/68 MHM

TO BIRMINGHAM, MOBILE AND MEMPHIS

FROM JACKSONVILLE / 44- 7 69/ 2P

MURK IN.

MARY ALICE HICKEY, ABC LIQUORS, U. S. TWENTYSEVEN NORTH, TALLA­

HASSEE, FLA., ADVISED INDIVIDUAL ENTERED THAT STORE TEN FIFTEEN AM THIS 

DATE AND PURCHASED HALF PINT VODKA AND ORANGE JUICE AND SPOKE WITH 

COUNTRY ACCENT. HICKEY STATED INDIVIDUAL APPEARED IDENTICAL TO JAMES 

EARL RAY, WHOSE PHOTOGRAPH AND DESCRIPTION SHE HAD SEEN IN LOCAL 

NEWSPAPER.

INDIVIDUAL WAS DRIVING RED GMC TRUCK WITH RAIL AROUND BED AND ALA. 

LICENSE. VEHICLE HAD "AAA REST UNKNOWN" GADSDEN, ALA. ON DOOR. HICKEL 

ATTEMPTED TO OBTAIN LICENSE AS VEHICLE DEPARTED AND BELIEVES ALA.
/ ^ ^ I 2. iff

LICENSE TO BE ONE TWO - ONETWOjlHREENlW E SEVEN.

INVESTIGATION IN AREA HAS FAILED TO LOCATE VEHICLE OR ANY 

ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTIVE DATA.

BIRMINGHAM AT GADSDEN, WILL ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY AN "AAA" COMPANY, 

POSSIBLY STEEL COMPANY, IN ORDER TO IDENTIFY VEHICLE.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

MOBILE AT MONTGOMERY* WILL DETERMINE REG^TRATION Or ALA. LICEN

ONE TWO - ONE TWO THREE NINE SEVEN TO DETERMINE IF ISSUED TO VEHICLE 

Or ABOVE DESCRIPTION.

INVESTIGATION AT TALLAHASSEE CONTINUING.

SUTEL.

END

C EM

r BI BI RM GHAM
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 1# 
MAY 1032 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFr) 101 >11.1

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
• SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)(P) DATE: 4/20/68

FROM : SA NEIL P. SHANAHAN

SUBJECT: MURKIN

SA JOHN SHANLEY, New York Division, telephonically 
advised today that SA PETER LOFTIS received a call this date 
from a man identifying himself as ROBERT CRAWFORD. CRAWFORD 
stated he is brother-in-law of JAMES EARL RAY in that he and 
RAY were at one time married to sisters.

CRAWFORD advised that his wife from whom he is 
divorced is DORIS CRAWFORD, 1545 Martin Avenue, Birmingham, 
and that JAMES EARL RAY’s wife (DORIS’s sister) is JEAN RAY, 
who lives in a house directly behind the house occupied by 
DORIS CRAWFORD.

CRAWFORD advised that DORIS CRAWFORD still uses his 
name and has a son, KENNETH.

^y tviuu eo^p^^ 3v Te^^r?

}»7e^^ e**^rof^ ^ Dev*

^y ^tms IBook — Qjopis Cf^^^ fo^^

^^^ -£ ^^cey Vff-^SVY
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. IC 
MAY 1S®2 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC (44-1740)(P) date: 4/24/68

FROM SA WILLIAM H. LEE

subject: MURKIN
CR
00: ME

Memphis
ReCEtel to Bureau, Birmingham, Mobile and 

4/17/68, and MOtel to Birmingham, 4/17/68.

On 4/18/68, CLEON YATES, Commissioner, Morgan 
County Motor Vehicle Registration Department, Decatur, 
Alabama, advised that 1968 Alabama license 52-25871 was 
issued to CHAR LEB—IL.—GALLA3KA Y. 1022 5th Avenue, Boutheast, 
Decatur, Alabama, on 11/30/67, for a 1965 Ford Mustang 
two-door, VIN 5F07T664522, and the signee for this license 
is COYNIS MILLER.

On 4/18/68, Mrs. CHARLES W. GALLAWAY, 1022 5th 
Avenue, Southeast, Decatur, Alabama, advised that her 
husband owns a 1965 white Ford Mustang and he is presently 
employed by an unknown asphalt company at Easley, South 
Carolina. She pointed out’ that he was in the Decatur 
area on a visit during the weekend of 4/13-14/68; however, 
he returned to his employment in South Carolina after this 
visit.

In view of the above information, no further 
investigation is being conducted in regard to this lead.

4&Z/7W - /^^
SEARCHED________ INDEXED .
SERIALIZED________ FIL D A

«io-ioe

FBI —BIRMINGHAI

Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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REPORT
* of the

LABORATORY ___ A

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 2@535

To, FBI, Memphis (44-1987) Date. April 19, 1968
FBI File No. 44-38861

Re.- MURKIN
CR

Lab. No. D-560791 JK

Specimens received

K63 Nineteen photocopies of checks, numbers 114 througl^K}2, 
and photocopy of registration card, number ^^H^B 
bearing purported known handwriting of ROBERT BORSARI 
(printed from submitted roll of 35 millimeter 
Panatomic-X film)

ALSO SUBMITTED: Photocopy of bank statement of ROBERT BORSARI
(printed from submitted film)

Result of examination: .

It was concluded that the questioned writings 
appearing on items submitted in this case were not prepared 
by ROBERT BORSARI, K63.

Specimens K63 has been retained.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Laboratory Transmittal Form 
7-72

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 2©53S

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987)' Date! April 19, 1968

MURKIN
CR
00: Memphis

FBI File No. 44—38861
Lab. No. D —560791 JK

. Examination requested by: Birmingham

Reference: Airtel 4/12/68

Examination requested: Document

Remarks:

&

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

- Birmingham (44-1740) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE .
--------------------------------------------------

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Z-*i_ LABORATORY —*-----

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 2©53S

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987) Date: April 22, 1968
■ ’ FBI File No. 44-38861

Re: MURKIN Lab. NO. D-561203 JK
CR - • • •

Specimens received 4/iy/bs

Q247 Eastern Airlines ticket envelope for Flight 399/Y, 
Atlanta to Memphis, furnished by DANNY BATES

K168 One 3x5 card bearing purported known handwriting 
of JOHN WILLARD

Result of examination:

It was concluded that the writings on K168 and the 
writings on specimens attributed to Eric S. Galt were not 
prepared by the same individual. Differences were noted 
between the writings appearing on K168 and the 
’’Harvey Lowmyer” signature but because of the limited 
questioned material and the lack of comparable letters and 
letter combinations in K168, a definite opinion was not 
reached as to whether these were prepared by the same person.

Nothing of significance was noted as a result of an 
examination of Q247, -

Specimens Q247 and K168 have been retained. These 
specimens were photographed.

W' /7^-/^76
SEARCHED_________INDEXED,^ -

SERIALIZED FILED—

APR 2 41968
FBI —BIRMINGHAM . I
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Laboratory Transmittal Form 
7-72

2J^ LABORATORY ___ 6___

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATOR
WASHINGTON, D. C. §@535

FBI, Memphis (44-1987) Date: April 22, 1968

Re: MURKIN
CR
OO: Memphis

FBI File No, 44—38861
Lab, no. 0—561203 JK

Examination requested by: Atlanta

* Reference: Letter 4/19/68

Examination requested; Document - Fingerprint

Remarks;

This report confirms and supplements Bureau 
teletype to Atlanta and Memphis dated 4/19/68o

You will be advised separately regarding the 
results of the fingerprint examination0

|— —„.„-,___
DO NOT INCLUDE ADMINISTRATIVE

PAGEJSI INFORMATION IN'
INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

2 - Atlanta (44-2386) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

LX- Birmingham (44-1740) Enclosure (Labreport)

ADMINISTRATIVE p AGE

J^^^Z^ ^S2 ^
SEARCHED--------------- INDEXED ^-.
SERIALIZED.-----------f" ^ ^ v

APR 2 4 1968 ' _

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/23/68

PLAIN

TELETYPE URGENT

TO: DIRECTOR (MAIL) AND TIME: 11:25

ATLANTA AND JACKSONVILLE

FROM: PITTSBURGH (44-578)

MURKIN

RE JACKSONVILLE TEL PITTSBURGH POUR TWENTYTWO LAST.

ON FOUR TWENTYTWO LAST, CONRAD VITALIS, VICE PRESIDENT

IN CHARGE OF ELECTRO AIR CORP., MC KERB ROCKS, PA., ADVISED

THAT J^£.R£<UN, JR., HIRED BY THAT COMPANY THREE TWENTY 

SIXTYSEVEN. RAGAN IS EMPLOYED AS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR

STATES OF FLORIDA, ALABAMA, AND GEORGIA. RESIDES AT SIX ZERO

FOUR EIGHT DRIFTWOOD TRAIL, MAPLETON, GA.

RAGAN DESCRIBED AS WM. FIVE FEET SEVEN INCHES. ONE HUNDRED

FIFTY LBS., BROWN HAIR.

PHOTOS VIEWED BY VITALIS WHO STATED NOT SIMILAR TO RAGAN.

NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED AT PITTSBURGH

RE RAGAN.

AIR MAIL COPIES BUREAU, MEMPHIS, AND BIRMINGHAM.

FENDING. //^z??^ D ^OJ’ ?^6<F^i/S

1 - BUREAU (AM)
4r-x MEMPHIS (AM)
1 -) BIRMINGHAM (AM)

WLC/emq
(4)
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S®-56 (Ffev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/23/68

Transmit the following in------------- ,---------------- ------------— ---------—7—— ----- 1--------------------- 1(Type in plaintext er code) '

AIRTEL
Via  --------------------------------------------------------— ---------------------------------- i-----------—— ——■— ; — ------------------------------ :— ----------4

(Priority) ।
____________________________________________X.

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY

FROM: SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR

(00: Memphis)

Re Bureau airtel to all offices dated 4/19/68.

Re: Laundry Marking Machines and Code 20R-3

Enclosed for transmission to the FBI Laboratory 
are eight Thermo Seal Marking Machine Tapes, yellow in color, 
bearing code 20R-3.

ROBERT BERMAN, proprietor, Famous Cleaners, 3454 
N. W. 7th Avenue, Miami, Florida, advised that his laundry 
does laundry and dry cleaning for several small cleaning 
establishments in the Miami, Florida area. He advised that 
he uses codejaOR^g, about once every three weeks for the 
Royal Palm Cleaners, 4016 Royal Palm Avenue, Miami Beach, 
Florida. BERMAN' believes that a yellow tape probably would 
have been used at least two or three times since April, 1967.

BERMAN advised that he is checking his records 
in efforts to determine the exact dates since April, 1967, 
that code 2OR-3 has appeared on yellow tapes for the Royal 
Palm Cleaners, Thus far, BERMAN has determined this code 
wag used on yellow tape for the Royal Palm Cleaners on 
September 28, 1967, and October 24, 1967.

4 - Bureau (Eno, 1) (RM)
2 - Albany (RM)
> - Memphis (RM)

O? ^ Birmingham (Info) (RM)
1 * Atlanta (Info) (RM)
I - Miami
BN J :ve 

»4U^

Approved: ™.™™»_™-^™_™^____ „__^— Sent
Special Agent In Charge

APR 2 41968

^-/yr/D' /i7J>
I SEARCHED_________ INDEXED-^

SERIALIZED________ FILED 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



* ■ ’ *

MM 44-1854

BERMAN advised that he has not replaced any of 
the type characters iri his Thermo-Seal marking machine since 
he purchased it three years ago. The model number of his 
machine is H5M4 and the serial number is 32647.

He further advised that approximately three or 
four months ago the Thermo-Seal tapes changed somewhat 
and he is now using the new variety. He also stated that 
he replaces the blades in the machine that cuts the tapes 
about every three months. •

BERMAN made available eight yellow tapes, produced 
by his machine, bearing code 20R-3, which are being furnished 
the FBI Laboratory for comparison purposes.

SUSPECT IN THIS CASE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED
AND DANGEROUS^ ' ' ‘ ' ---”

2 —

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI BI RM GUAM

FBI EL PASO

1 229PM URGENT 4-24-68 WPS

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), BIRMINGHAM (44- 1740) AND MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

FROM EL PASO (157-186) -P-' IP

MURKIN

RE MEMPHIS AIRTEL APRIL NINETEEN LAST.

L ALMDRY MARKINGS ON PILLOW CASE AND BED SHEET.

RUSSELL NORTON, MANAGER, ODESSA LAUNDRY AND CLEANERS, ODESSA, 

TEXAS, ADVISED ON APRIL TWENTYTHREE LAST, THAT HIS THERMO SEAL 

MARKING MACHINE ONLY USED NUMBERS, DID NOT USE LETTERS, AND, THERE­

FORE, COULD NOT HAVE MARKED PILLOW CASE AND BED SHEET IN QUESTION.

NO OTHER THERMO SEAL MARKING MACHINES KNOWN TO BE LOCATED IN 

EL PASO DIVISION.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

L.JD

ESI BIRMGHAM

^/T^a - /2 7/
SEARCHED_________ INDEXED..

SERIALIZED________ FILED—?

APR 241968
FBI —BIRMINGHAM

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI BIRMGHAM ,

FBI KAN CITY

3 12PM URGENT 4-24-68 KAM

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), MEMPHIS (44-1987), ATLANTA, AND BIRMINGHAM

FROM KANSAS CITY (44-760) 2P

M URKIN

RE ATLANTA TEL TO BUREAU APRIL TWENTY-TWO LAST. 

RECORDS. JACKSON COUNTY, MO. SO REVEAL RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS 

INCARCERATED THERE FROM MARCH TWENTY-TWO, FIFTY-FIVE UNTIL AUG. ELEVEN, 

FIFTY-FIVE, AT WHICH TIME HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO LEAVENWORTH, KS. . '

PENITENTIARY. RECORDS, USP, LEAVENWORTH, REVEAL CURTIS INCARCERATED 

THERE FROM AUG. ELEVEN FIFTY-FIVE UNTIL SEPT. TWENTY-ONE FIFTY-FIVE, 

AT WHICH TIME HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO USP, ATLANTA, GA.

RAY INCARCERATED WITH WALTER TERRY RIFE AT THIS TIME. RIFE HAS 

BEEN INTERVIEWED IN THIS MATTER. RECORDS, JACKSON COUNTY JAIL, 

FAIL TO LIST ANY VISITORS OF RAY, RIFE OR CURTIS AT THAT TIME BUT 

RECORDS MAY HAVE BEEN DESTROYED. THE FENCE CONNECTED WITH THE 

ITALIAN UNDERWORLD IN KANSAS CITY WHO ALSO ENGAGED IN HANDLING STOLEN 

POSTAL MONEY ORDERS IS BELIEVED TO BE JAMES BRADLEY, JR. HE IS 

CURRENTLY INCARCERATED LEAVENWORTH PENITENTIARY FOR VIOLATIONS OF 

STOLEN POSTAL MONEY ORDERS. BRADLEY AVOWED COOPERATION BUT ADVISED 

THAT SUBJECT UNKNOWN TO HIM. zl/Z/- / 7^ -/2 75^
END PAGE ONE Z2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE* TWO '

CURTIS INCARCERATOD MISSO "

URI STATE PENITENTIARY MAY FIFTEEN, 

SIXTY-TWO, CHARGED WITH ROBBERY, SENTENCED TO TEN YEARS, PAROLED 

JUNE TWENTY-SEVEN, SIXTY-SIX.

REVIEW OF KANSAS CITY FILE ENTITLED ’’RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS", 

KANSAS CITY NINETY-ONE - ONE FOUR ONE FOUR, REVEALS THAT IN 

INDIANAPOLIS LETTER TO ATLANTA DATED AUG. THIRTY-ONE, FIFTY-SIX, 

DEFENSE ATTORNEY FOR CURTIS OPINED THAT CURTIS WOULD "LIE, STEAL 

OR COMMIT OTHER CRIMES TO FURTHER HIS OWN INTERESTS IN ANY PARTICULAR 

MATTER". THIS STATEMENT APPARENTLY MADE AS A RESULT OF CURTIS' 

ATTEMPTING TO IMPLICATE CURTIS’ WIFE AND BOYFRIEND IN A PREVIOUS 

BANK ROBBERY IN INDIANA, AND ALL INFORMATION FURNISHED BY CURTIS 

AT THAT TIME WAS DETERMINED TO BE WITHOUT FOUNDATION.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. ESCAPE PROPENSITIES. 

END 

C EN . -

FBI BIRMGHAM

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




