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to the ¥FBI. Also, Birmingham feels that additional
information may be furnished by BRITTON, noting that
JAMES EARL RAY presently has his home address and
telephone number and could possibly contact him in

the future. Disclosure of his identity could possibly
alienate this potemtial source of information.

THOMAS BRITTON was interviewed on 5/6/68 by
SA JOHN H. KRESEK and was again interviewed on 5/7/68
by SA's JOHN H. KRESEK, ROBERT M. BARRETT and WILLIAM
A. SAUCIER.

Information copies of this investigative
insert are being furnished to the New Orleans, Mobile,
St. Louis and Springfield Divisions in view of their
investigative interest in this matter, coupled with
the fact the results of this interview may be valuable
when and if JOHNNY VALENTI is located, noting that he
has been alleged to be in the New Orleans or St. Louis,

Missouri, area. Also, Springfield has several relatives
of RAY residing within their division.
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Confidential source, whose reliability has
not been established, advised that he was received in
the Missouri State Penitentiary during September, 1965,
and was immediately placed in quarantine for a thirty-day
observation period which is required of all new prisoners
and thereafter he was assigned to Cell 188, Tier #8,
J - Hall, and scheduled to work in the carpenter shop.
In this connection, the source stated that there is
only vne inmate to a cell and that the Missouri State
Penitentiary has five halls within the prison wall which
house prisoners.

The source said that while in J. Hall, during
November , 1965, he first became acquainted with JAMES
EARL RAY, who was already assigned to J Hall and who
worked daily in J Hall as a "Walk Boy.'" The source
explained that the duties of JAMES EARL RAY as a "Walk

Boy'" were to take orders for cigarettes, gum, candy, etc.,
which could be purchased within the prison and to bring
hot water for shaving and instant coffee to the inmates.
The source added that JAMES EARL RAY was the only "Walk
Boy" in J Hall and further that he was free to contact
any inmate and could move throughout the hall freely.

He pointed out that this was RAY's only duty in the

hall and that he could remain inside during working

hours, having no other assignments.

The source said that his first conversation
with RAY took place when RAY observed him reading a
Birmingham, Alabama ""Post-Herald' newspaper which he had
a subscription to while in prison. The source advised
that RAY asked him on this occasion if he was from the
State of Alabama to which he replied he was from Walker
County, Alabama. RAY said to the source that he knew
where Walker County, Alabama, was located and further
that this was a dry county, serving no alcoholic beverages,
which gave the source the impression that RAY knew what
he was talking about, especially since he mentioned
beer joints like the All State Tavern, another beer joint
which source believed was Rose's Place and Riverview Cafe.
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RAY said that he had visited or stayed in the Birmingham,
Alapama, area in the past; however, RAY never mentioned
any associates, acquaintances, friends, relatives or
employments in the State of Alabama. The source advised
that this conversation ended with RAY asking him if he
could have his Birmingham, Alabama, '"Post=Herald"
newspaper when he finished reading them each day, which
was agreeable to source. The source advised thereafter
RAY would come by his cell each evening and pick up

his newspaper which he would place between the cell bars.

The source said that RAY never discussed his
family nor did he ever indicate from which part of the
United States he came from, but the source believed that
RAY was from the southern part of the United States only
because RAY never indicated where he was from, coupled
with his interest in a southern newspaper.

The source stated that he personally gave RAY
his present home address and telephone number on one
occasion, telling RAY to stop by his home sometime if
and when he ever got released from prison and they would
have a drink or two together. The source pointed out
that RAY did not ask him for his address or telephone
number and that he merely furnished this to RAY knowing
that he was doing a 20 year prison sentence and more than
likely he would never again see RAY after he left prison.
He stated that when he gave RAY his address and telephone
number, RAY replied “Don't be surprised if I call you up
sometime’ and thereafter placed this piece of paper in
his pocket.

The source said that RAY was a very quiet
individual, soft spoken, calm, clean, never laughed or
enjoyed a good story, solemn face, and remained to
himself most of the time. The source advised that he would
often see RAY in the prison yard and on occasion attempted
to strike up a conversation with RAY, but he never appeared
interested so the source gave up trying to make conversation
with BRAY.

The source said that the only topic which would
arouse RAY's interest was the subject of money. The source

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



3
BH 44-1740

stated that on one occasion during a conversation with
RAY, RAY said “One of these days if I ever get out
of here 1 am going t0 make myself a bunch of money."
When scource asked how he intended doing this, RAY
replied he had contacts and there are more ways of
making money than robbing banks. Source then asked
RAY what his plan was, to which RAY replied ""The
Businessmen's Association has offered $100,000.00
for killing MARTIN LUTHER KING and he's five years
past due.' The source stated he then asked RAY

what the Businessmen's Association was, to which RAY
replied “I don't know but I will find out."” The
source added that this was the first and last time
RAY ever mentioned MARTIN LUTHER KING nor did he
ever again mention the Businessmen'’s Association

in his presence.

The source said that RAY told him that he

always worked alone and therefore limited the
possibility of being caught and said "I have got a
place picked out where I can hide,” never mentioning
where the place was located.

The source stated there was a prison
cigarette lottery going on almost daily in J Hall
and that RAY was involved in this lottery, delivering
wagering tickets as well as picking these up and would
deliver the winnings to inmates each night. He
said there were two separate lotteries in J Hall. One
lottery was run by two inmates named JOHNNY VALENTI
and another individual from St. Louis, Missouri, name
unknown. The source described this individual as a
white male, [talian, age 43 to 46, dark complexion with
gunshot wound in face and nicknamed ""Dago.’ The
source said the other lottery in J Hall was run by
an individual nicknamed "Boston,"” who was doing a
20 year sentence and described him as a white male,
45 years of age, very short and occupied either cell 23,
24 or 25 on the flag in J Hall, meaning the first floor.

The source said that he did not like VALENTI's
wagering odds s0 he always placed his wagers with the
individual nicknamed ""Boston.’’ The source stated that
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RAY would alwayvs handle the wagers since he could

talk to any inmates in the c¢ellblock and was reimbursed
by JOHNNY VALENTX and "Boston” for this service.

Source estimated that there were approximately two
dozen lotteries bpeing operated in the Missour State
Penitentiary, which consisted of five separate halls
housing the prisoners.

The source advised that he never saw RAY
run narcotics or handle contraband at any time and on
one occasion RAY showed him his arms to prove that he
had never been addicted to narcotics. The source added
that he never observed RAY with any large sums of
money .

The source advised that there was an
organization being operated at the Missouri State
Penitentiary by the inmates and this organization was
called ""Cooley’s Organization.” The source said that
this was a protection and enforcer organization and that
while en route to the Missouri State Penitentiary he
first became aware that such an organization existed.

The source advised that he was at one time lodged at

the County Jail in Springfield, Missouri, for several
months and hecame acgquainted with a prisoner, (FNU) CRAIG,
whom he described as a "four time loser." The source

said that CRAIG has a brother who is a detective on the
Springfield Police Department and that CRAIG had
previously served time at Missouri State Penitentiary

and was heing returnsd to this penitentiary. The source
said that when CRAY( learned that he also was en route

to the Missouri 3tate Penitentiary, CRAIG advised him

to join the Cooley's Organization at the Missouri State
Penitentiary since he would need to get along with

other prisoners and be being a member of this organization,
he would obtain “special favors.” The source said that
CRAIG informed him that the Cooley's Organization would
settle any grievances he may have while at Missouri State
Penitentiary against other prisoners and that this was

a very powerful organization, having influence with guards
and coculd even, for a price, arrange “'a murder.”

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



)
BH 44=1740

The source advised that after his release from
quarantine, he again observed CRAIG, who was then working
in the mess hall at the Missouri State Penitentiary.

The source advised that he then approached CRAIG and
told CRAIG that he desired to join the Cooley's
Organization and at this time gave him a $10.00 canteen
book, pointing out that the membership fee to join the
Cooley's Organization was $10.00 and that this membership
fee would make an inmate a paid up member as long as he
was in prison. The source advised that CRAIG told him
that he would obtain his membership for him and the same
night JAMES EABRL RAY came to his cell and gave him a
card saying "Here is your card," and nothing else, and
therefore he always felt that RAY was a member of the
Cooley's Organization since he was so trusted. However,
RAY never said to him that he was a member nor did he
ever ask him.

The source said that his membership card was
type written with his name on it and had the heading
"Membership Cooley's Club." The source said that this
membership card was like a credit card and it could
get an inmate credit on purchases of candy and other
sundries but could not be used for credit purposes on
lotteries.

The source advised that he had two or three
differences with prisoners over wagers while in J Hall
and upon getting no satigfaction, he personally contacted
CRAIG in the mess hnall at which time he displayed to
CRAIG his membership card and filed his grievance with
CRAIG. The source stated that CRAIG informed him that
he would handle this complaint; however, the fee for
handling his grievance was 50% of what was due a
prisoner. The source added that subsequently RAY
appeared at his cell in J Hall with his share of the
cigarettes collected from his grievance.

The source stated that CRAIG was later transferred
from the mess hall to the Church Farm, which is located
outside the prison wall at Missouri State Penitentiary.

The source said that prior to CRAIG's departure, CRAIG
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contacted him and instructed him who to see in the
future to take complaints should he have any
additional grievances. At this point, the source
pointed out that most grievances would be placed
either at the mess hall or the prison yard, noting
that only during these periods of time all the
inmates from different halls could talk with each
other. The source added that he was unable to
furnish any description of name of the individual
he was instructed to contact in the mess hall aiter
the departure of CRAIG since he had no further
complaints and was subsequently transferred to the
Renz Farm, which is also located outside the prison.,

The source stated that the Cooley's
OCrganization was operating when he arrived at the
Missour State Penitentiary and was still doing business
when he departed and he felt that this operation had

been started and maintained by old cons who are now
trusties and who reside in A Hall, which is the trusties'’
barracks. He added that he personally feared the power
of the Cooley's Organization as did other inmates and

in his opinion, he personally felt they could

render retaliation regarding him if they became aware
that he gave information concerning their organization.

The source said that during the time RAY
was assigned to J Hall, he had attempted an escape
which was unsuccessful and thereafter he never saw RAY
again since RAY was not returned to J Hall and he
later went to Renz Farm. He said that while at Renz
Farm he did hear that RAY successfully escaped from
the Missouri State Penitentiary by hiding himself in a
bred truck.

The source was asked if there ever circulated
at Missouri State Penitentiary a rumor concerning the
killing of three Negro inmates and if RAY's name was
ever mentioned as a suspect or being involved in these
killings. The source said that he did learn that when
prison authorities first tried to integrate the prisoners,
four white men with pillowcases over their heads waited
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PI)%GE TWO

CREDIT CONDUCTED PETERSBURG AND HOPEWELL REFLECT CLARK RESIDING
GREATER PETERSBURG DASH HOPEWELL AREA SINCE APRIL, NINETEEN THIRTYf
NINE. UNTIL NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN, CLARK RESIDED BROWN AVENUE, HOPEWELL.,
VA.

ARREST CHECKS CONDUCTED GREATER HOPEWELL DASH PETERSBURG AREA
R EFLECT FOUR TRAFFIC CITATIONS. CREDIT CHECK INDICATES CHARLES
WASHINGTON CLARK, AND WIFE DOROTHY GILLIAM HAVE SATISFACTORY CREDIT
RATING. CLARK EMPLOYED AS A CARPENTER FOR PERRIN DASH ESPOSITO
BROTHERS, HOPEWELL, VAe. AS FOREMAN. PD RECORDS HOPEWELL INDICATE |
CLARK PAGE FORTYFIVE IN NINETEEN FIFTYEIGHT. PLACE OF BIRTH ESSEY,
KING AND QUEEN COUNTY, VA. DISCREET NEIGHBORHOOD INQUIRY REFLE;CTS
CLARK»> WIFE, AND TWO TEENAGE DAUGHTERS: MO VED TO ESPOSITO PLACE
ADDRESS OCTOBER, NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN. CLARK'S STEPSON SONNY (LNW)
AND STEPSON'S WIFE, UNKNOWN. NEIGHBOR INDICATES WIFE OF SONNY (LNU)
FROM ALABAMA CITY PRIOR TO MOVING TO HOPEWELL THREE TO ‘F.'QUR MONTHS
AGd. NEIGHBOR INDICATES WIFE OF SONNY RECENTLY QUIT EMPLOYMENT

END PAGE TWO
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P AGE TWO

SL 44~7175

R EMEMBERED ORVILLE GANN, JOHNNY JOHNSON, FRANK MAYBERRY> KENNY HURT

AND JAMES EDEN, AKA NONEY AS FELLOW PRISONERS.
SL WILL REINTERVIEW VELANTI CONCEéNING MATTERS MENTIONED BY
BROWN WITHOUT DISCLOSING BROWN.
SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS
END
S SP
FBI BIRMGHAM

e
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RECEIVING AGENT FOR MAIL ADDRESSED TO ERIC S. GALT, ERIC S. OR
E«S.Ges» FOUR ZERO' SIX SOUTH SECOND STREET, ALHAMBRA. FORM
SUBMITTED TO FBI LAB FOR EXAMINATION TODAY. |

RE EATING PLACES

DON M. MURPHY, OWNER QUOTE PAMPERED PUP END QUOTE WALKfUP

EATING STANDS LOCATED AT ONE SIX ZERO SEVEN VINE STEET AND ONE

SEVEN ONE FIVE NORTH WESTERN AVENUE AND QUOTE THE FOLIC ROOM

END QUOTE SIX TWO FOUR FIVE HOLLYWOOD BLVD, ALL LOS ANGELES
WAS SHOWN PHOTOGRAPHS OF JAMES EARL RAY. STATED HE 'RSCALLS RAY
AS CUSTOMER OF THE RABBIT'S FOOT, SULTAN ROOM AND PAMPERED PUP.
M URPHY SAID HE HIMSELF FREQUENTS THESE SAME BARS ON OCCASION.
HE RELATED HE HAD SPOKEN WITH RAY IN MANNER OF IDLE BAR CHATTER.
SAID HE CANNOT REMEMBER SPECIFIC NATURE OF CONVERSATION.
M URPHY HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF RAY'S ASSOCIATES AND DID NOT KNOW RAY BY
N AME.

RE ST. FRANCIS HOTEL

ALAN THOMPSON, MANAGER, ST. FRANCIS HOTEL ADVISED HE RECEIVED
P ERSON TO PERSON PREPAID TELEPHONE CALL AT ST. FRANCIS HOTEL,
N UMBER FOUR SIX FOUR DASH ONE ONE THREE ONE, FROM UNKNOW PERSON
ALLEGEDLY CALLING FROM PHOENIX, ARIZONA DURING EVENING OF MAY NINE
L AST OR EARLY MORNING MAY TEN INSTANT. CALLER ASKED QUOTE
HOW'S THE MURDER COMING AT THE ST. FRANCIS END QUOTE AND THEN HUNG
UP.

END PAGE TWO
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PHOENIX DETERMINE FEASIBILITY OF DETERMINING IDENTITY OF

CALLER. 'CONSIDER POSSIBILITY OF WOODY LUNSFORD MAKING CALL.
NEIGHBORHOOD OF ST. FRANCIS HOTEL |
CONTACT WITH NUMEROUS BARTENDERS VICINITY OF ST. FRANGIS
HOTEL ESTABLISH RAY, ALTHOUGH NOT NOTICEABLY IN POSSESSION OF
LARGE AMOUNTS OF MONEY, ALWAYS SEEMED TO HAVE SUFFICIENT
FUNDS. CONTACTS WITH INDIVIDUALS AND INFORMANTS HAVING KNOWLEDGE OF
N ARCOTICS, PROSTITUTION, BOOKMAKING, GAMBLING IN AND ABOUT THE
VICINITY OF HOLLYWOD AND WESTERN AVE. AREA HAVE NOT ESTABLISHED
' RAY TO HAVE BEEN ENGAGED IN ANY OF THESE ACTIVITIES AS A SOURCE
O F FUNDS.
RE PHONE CALLS BETWEEN LOS ANGELES AND NEW ORLEANS.
ARNOLD P. THOMAS, JR.» ONE FIVE ZERO EAST ONE ONE SIX PLACEs
LOS ANGELES, LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED THIS DATE. THOMAS ADVISED
WHILE EN ROUTE TO NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, FOR BURIAL OF BROTHER,
L ESTER THOMAS, HE ENCOUNTERED SNOW STORMS ON MOST OF ROUTE FROM
LOS ANGELES TO NEW ORLEANS. THOMAS ADVISED HIS WIFE MADE TELEPHONE
CALLS TO THE RESIDENCE OF HIS PARENTS WHO RESIDE IN NEW ORLEANS,
TELEPHONE NUMBER TWO EIGHT TWO SEVEN FIVE NINE ONE, FROM TUCSON,

END PAGE THREE
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ARIZONA AND EL PASO, TEXAS. THE CALL FROM EL PASO, TEXAS TO THE

BEST OF MR. THOMAS' RECOLLECTION, WAS MADE ON TWELVE SIXTEEN LAST FROM

A PAY TELEPHONE BOOTH LOCATED NEAR MC DONALD HAMBURGER STAND.
PHOTOGRAPHS OF JAMES EARL RAY EXHIBITED TO ARNOLD P. THOMAS,

JRe> WHO ADVISED HE WAS NOT ACQUAINTED WITH THE INDIVIDUAL DEPICTED

IN THE PHOTOGRAPHS AND TO THE BEST OF HIS KNOWLEDGE HAS NEVER SEEN

THIS INDIVIDUAL ON ANY PREVIOUS OCCASIONS.

INVESTIGATION CONTINUES AT LOS ANGELES.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

AIR MAIL COPIES TO NEW ORLEANS AND EL PASO.
END
HEP
FBI BIRMGHAM

TU
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PAGE TWO
SL 44-775
VELANTI RE-INTERVIEWED TODAY IN REGARD TO INFORMATION
FURNISHED BY JAMES W. BROWN, BIRMINGHAM. DESCRIBES BROWN AS
GOOD FRIEND WITH WHOM HE “CELLED™ AND "TOOK CARE OF"e. ALTHOUGH
VELANTI UNAWARE OF BROWN INTERVIEW OR SUBSTANCE THEREOF, HE
S TATES BROWN IS A FRIEND AND WOULD HAVE NO REASON ;I‘O-LIE AéQUT
HIME.

HAS WITH BROWN KANSAS CITY JAIL, BUT DIFFERENT TANKS AND
DID NOT KNOW BROWN THERE. ALSO WITH BROWN MSP, JEFFERSON CITY
AND MOBERLY.

VELANTI DENIES ANY AND ALL CONVERSATION WITH RAY AS
ATTRIBUTED TO HIM BY BROWNe. STILL INSISTS HE DID NOT KNOW RAY.

ADMITS HE RAN POKER GAME AND LOTTERY AT MSP. HAD NUMBEROUS
INMATES WORKING FOR HIM IN VARIOUS HALLS IN CONNECTION WITH
THI.S OPERATIONs BUT KNEW ALL OF THEM PERSONALLY AND RECALLS
THEIR NAMES. SUBJECT RAY NEVER WORKED FOR HIM. RECALLS NO

INMATE MSP, FIRST OR LAST NAME RAY, WITH WHOM HE ASSOCIATED OR
CONVERSED AT LENGTH.

DENIES EXECUTING OR PLANNING ROBBERY OR BURGLARY OF OIL
END PAGE TWO ‘
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COMPANY OR ANYTHING ELSE IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA. ADVISED 1F HE
DID PLAN SUCH A JOB, HE WOULD DO IT ALONE.

WIFE, BETTYEs NEE PRITCHARDs, MARRIED NINETEEN FIFTYFIVE,
JUAREZ, MEXICO, LAST KNOWN TO BE RESIDING ONE TWO SEVEN ZERO
CHANEY DRIVE, BOSIER CITY» LOUISIANA. NO IDEA OF PRESENT WHERE~
ABOUTS. VELANTI DENIES EVER HAVING RESIDED IN ATLANTA. HIS

son, [} BY PREVIOUS MARRIAGE TO SHIRLEY HOLSTIEN, WAS
KILLED IN AUTO ACCIDENT, ATLANTA, NINETEEN SIXTYTW. AT AGE
FIFTEEN.  SON [l DPID NOT LIVE WITH BETTYEs NEE PRITCHARD.
ADVISES HE, VELANTI, HAS ONLY PASSED THROUGH ATLANTA STAYING
0 VER NIGHT.

DENIED BEING QUESTIONED RE KANSAS CITY GANGSTER WHEN
ARRESTED KANSAS CITY. ADVISED HE WAS QUESTIONED BY DETECTIVE
HATFIELD, KANSAS CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, ONLY IN REGARD TO

O FFENSE FOR WHICH HE WAS CONVICTED WHICH WAS ARMED ROBBERY OF
JOKN RINGD, OPERATOR OF DRAKE HOTEL, KANSAS CITY.

HOWEVER, VELANTI ADVISED HE TOOK *BUM RAP" OF ROBBERY OF

RINGO IN ORDER TO AVOID DIVULGING KIS WHEREABOUTS AND PERSON
END PAGE THREE
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ACCOMPANYING HIM AT TIME OF RINGO ROBBERY. STATED EITHER WAY
‘HE HAD TO GO TO PRISON IN EITHER MISSOURI OR KANSAS. WOULD
HAVE GOTTEN MORE TIME_ IN KANSAS.

REFUSED TO DISCUSS WHERE_ABOUTS: OFFENSE) OR ASSOCIATF._'S
ACCOMPANYING HIM ON THAT DATE BECAUSE OF NATURB OF OFFENS?:
AND PERSON OR PERSONS INVOLVED. ADVISED THAT ANY INVESTIGATION
-I NTO THIS MATTER MATTER COULD JEOPARDIZE HIS PRESENT PAROLE STATUS
EVEN THOUGH STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS HAS RUN ON THAT CRIME.

DENIES HAVING RELATIVES BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA- DENIES;
KNOWLEDGE OF ANY CONNECTION BETQE;N NEW ORLEANS GANGSTER_S AD
GANGSTERS IN KANSAS CITY.

IN PREVIOUS INTERVIEW, VELANTI ADVISED "NOON?Y" EDEN 13
J’AMES EDEN. EDEN IS TONGUE‘TIED AND NICKNAMED NOONEY BECAUSE
O F HIS INABILITY TO PRONOUNCE BOLONEY.

ADMITS HAVING PLANNED ESCAPES FROM MSP, BUT N_EV;R WITH
ACCOMPLICE. NEVER HEARD OF PRISONERS PLAN TO ESCAPE 70 LIBERIA

OR HIDE OUT IN A VIRGINIA CAVE.

SUBSEQUENT TO ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY»> VELANTI

ADMITS FIGHTING WITH FELLOW PRISONER OUTSIDE CATHOLIC CHAPEL
END PAGE FOUR |
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M SP BECAUSE OF DEROGATORY STATEMENT MADE BY PRISONER CONCERNING

PRESIDENT KENNEDY AS A CATHOLIC. DOES NOT RECALL NAME OF
PRISONERs AND NO CHARGES FILED.

RECALLS MANY PRISONERS DEGRADING NEGROES, BUT STATES THAT
D EROGATORY STATEMENT CONCERNING CATHOLICS NOT MADE IN HIS
PRESENCE, INASMUCH AS HE IS CATHOLIC.

IN BOTH INTERVIEWS VELANT! DENIED KNO WLEDGE OF ”COOLEY?

( PHONETIC), BUT ASSOCIATES NAME AND NEGRO INMATE MSP. NEVER
HEARD OF MONEY OFFERED FOR DEATH OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING.
| NEW ORLEANS, AT BOSIER CITY, LOUISIANA, ATTEMPT TO LOCATE
AND INTERVIEW BETTYE VELANTI, NEE PRITCHARD, LAST KNOWN ADDRESS
ONE TWO SEVEN ZERO CHANEY DRIVE, REGARDING ASSOCIATION BETWEEN
VELANTI AND SUBJECT RAY$ AND IF THEY WERE INVOLVED IN OIL
COMPANY ROBBERY IN ATLANT PRIOR TO VELANTI'S IMPRISONMENT
MSP. ADVISE BIRMINGHAM RESULTS, AS NEEDED TO EVALUATE CREDIBILITY
‘0 F BROWN, WHO HAS BEEN INTERVIEWED AND MADE ALLEGATIONS OF RAY, VELANTI
ASSOCIATION AND OIL ROBBERY.
ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P
EEND
D EN
FBI BIRMGHAM

@
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FBI NEW ORLS
1 119PM URGENT 5/11/68 OLP
TO DIRECTOR, ST. LOUIS AND BIRMINGHAM
FROM  NEW ORLEANS (157-10673)
MURKIN ’

RE ST LOUIS TEL FOUR EIGHTEEN PM, FIVE ELEVEN INSTANT.

RE: JOHN PAUL VELANTI

INVESTIGATION BOSSIER CITY, LOUISIANA REVEALS CHANEY
DRIVE HAS BEEN NON-EXISTENT FOR THREE YEARS. CHANEY DRIVE

CONSISTED OF A FEW APARTMENTS WHICH WERE TORN DOWN THREE
Y EARS AGO AND REPLACED BY A HOLIDAY INN MOTEL.
GEORGE DEMANT, MANAGER, HOLIDAY INN, BOSSIER CITY,
ADVISED FIVE ELEVEN INSTANT THAT MOTEL HAS ADDRESS OF
HAMILTON ROAD AND NEVER USED CHANEY DRIVE AS AN ADDRESS.
DEMANT SAID HE HAS NEVER HEARD OF BETTYE VELANTI NEE PRITCHARD.
VIRGIL HUFF, POST OFFICE EMPLOYEE, BOSSIER CITY, ADVISED
FIVE ELEVEN INSTANT HE HAS NO ADDRESS OR FORWARDING ADDRESS
FOR BETTYE VELANTI NEE PRITCHARD.
WILLIAM THORTON, BOSSIER CITY PD» AND DEPUTY SHERIFF

END PAGE ONE

L

{NDEXED..—
FILED

A
B 314

FBI — BIRMINGHAM

V4

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

S



VOL DOOLEY, ADVISED FIVE ELEVEN INSTANT THEIR RECORDS

PAGE TWO

ARE NEGATIVE ON BETTYE VELANTI NEE PRITCHARD.

CREDIT BUREAU AT SHﬁRVEPORT: LA., WHICH COVERS
BOSSIER CITY IS CLOSED AND WILL NOT BE OPENED UNTIL
MONDAY A.Me A REVIEW OF CURRENT AND PAST CITY, TELEPHONE,
AND CRISS~CROSS DIRECTORIES NEGATIVE ON BETTYE VELANTI

N EE PRITCHARDe.

S5T. LOUIS AT ST. LOUIS WILL REINTERVIEW JOHN PAUL
VELANTI FOR IDENTITY AND WHEREABOUTS OF PARENTS OR OTHER

RELATIVES OF HIS EX-WIFE BETTYE VELANTI NEE PRITCHARD AND

HAVE THESE RELATIVES INTERVIEWED AS TO HER PRESENT WHEREABOUTS.
ARMED AND DAN GERO US.
AM COPIES TO MEMPHIS, KANSAS CITY AND ATLANTA
END
CEN
FBI BIRMGHAM
e
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