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' A review of the Springfield' filﬁejé:fegarding'-PAUL
.ALVIN LAIL, JR, reflected him as subject of ‘a 1963 Unlawful

-Flight to Av01d Conflnemer
as follows: ~ ;

,Name

' FBI #
Race
Sex

DOB
-~ POB-

. Height
Weight
Hair

" Blue
.Occupation

‘Social Securlty
Teeth ‘
Scars -

Nationality .. f}.

1t case, in which.he was described

PAUL ARTHUR LAIL JR,, Aka
Paul ‘Alvin Lail, dJre .

 Paul lLail, Jr,

Paul Arthur Carter :

754 483 A -

White
Male - BT
American = . -

Marion,: Nbrth Carollna‘
.6' 5!1 .

170 pounds =
Red ‘
Eyes e
Sign painter
electrician’
truck drlver

i radio repa r man

No upper

:“;'Scar on leftvknee
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e ~© On 5-1-68, SA’s FRANK E, CORN, SR., and ROBERT C.
- HAINES, interviewed HILLIARD ALLEN SANDERS, at 137 East
- Acton Stirect, Wood RlVGL, Illinois. :

, SANDERS stated that he was 1ncarcerated in the
Missouri State xenltenuldwy,,Jefferson City, Missouri,
" on 1-20-52, upon conviction of an armed robbery charve
~-at St. Joseph, dlssourl He Sdld he was released. on -
" parcle on’ 9-1- 6;.' S - L e

SANDbRS adv1sed that he never became acqu11nted
_with or had knowledge 'of JAMES EARL RAY during the time he
was incarcerated in the Missouri State Penitentiary. He
"said that while-he was in the penitentiary, he worked at
-several trades and that the last two jobs he had in the
penitentiary had to do with the sewing machine mechanical
~ section and that the last JOb he had was a halltender from
'f196 “to l904 o

o SAND&MS sald that upon. purole he went to Gﬂqsden, ;
Alabwni, where he llved and worked for appr031mately 18 months;
. that he then went to Canpden, South Carolina, where. he whs.

. -employed by the firm of E, I, DUPONT foxr 9 months SANDERS. -

- said that he then came ‘to,VWood River, ‘Illinois, whele he -
"'has been working én constructlon at the ‘Shell 011 Compuny .
.Planu in Wood River, He sald that he arrived-in Wood River
in 7-67 and has’ resraed 1n‘Wood leer sincé that time.

ot . '
- . .

. SANDnRS concluqed bj statlnojbhat when natlonal
-pu011c1ty was. released .concerning the. 1aent1llcatlon of
. JAMES. EARL RAY, he vieyed pnotooranhS'apoearlnd on tele-.
‘vision and in the news media and determined that he ‘had

never known RAY while: both were at. the ulssourn state
Penltenularj Lo . : : : ’

e e e o e e ot e
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. On 4/20/68 WILBUR CONNORS, aka MANNY COMNNORS,
825 South Fifth. Street, Quincy, Illinois, was 1nterv1ewed
by’ ASAC DONALD T. SULLIVAL and SA ELYON H. DAVIS and
furnished the follow1ng 1nLormatlon :

. Oon that date was’ tne ‘first he had learned of his
wife, KATHERINE DORIS! BUSKIRK, had been arrested with
WALTER RIFE and - -JAMES| EARL RAY in Hannibal, Missouri, in

--1955. He advised that he had never heard: hlS wife mention

. JAMES EARL RAY and.is! gquite.certain that she did not know
‘RAY.- or have much of. any contact with him.- He pointed out in
1955 his wife was only Seventeen years of age and that she
did not have-.a criminal record and for this reason he did’
not ‘believe she had been involved with RAY and RIFE in anj
crime.

. . ...  WILBUR CONNQRS advised that his sister-in-law,
LAURA CONNORS, owns the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second.
Street, Quincy, IllanlS. CONNORS adv1sed that he is in
"this hotel on almost a daily ba31s and can state that »
WALTER RIFE was certainly working each day at the restaurant '
. " and the Vlrglnla Hotel from the perlod 3/27/68 through. o
N , SRR
: CONNORS - adv1sed that he personally does not know.‘
JAMES 'EARL RAY -and -does hot ‘have any 1nformatlon concerqlng
. RAY's " act1v1t1ee or whereabouts.

) On 4/20/68 LAURA COJVORS owner, Virginia Hotel'
R 534 ‘Horth' Second-Street; Quincy; IllanlS, ‘was interviewed.
- by .SA ELYON. H. DAVIS and ASAC DONALD T. SULLIVAN and '
furnlshed the follow1ng 1nformatlo§_ :

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Around 2/6/68 she had leased the restaurant in
the Virginia Hotel to WALTER TERRY RIFE. She adv13ed
© since that date the restaurant has been operated by RIFE.
"and that RIFE has been working in the. restaurant every day.
She advised that RIFE's wife, JAN RIFE, gave birth to a
baby in late 2/68 and|for this reason WALTER RIFE had worked
from approximately 7:00 each morning until 11:00 at night
operating the restaurant. -She stated that certainly WALTER"
RIFE was working durlnc the perlod 3/27/68 until 4/4/68.

' Shevadv1sedithat she does not .know JAMES EARL. RAY,
FBI No. 306443A, and after viewing five different photographs
of RAY advised that this is not an individual who she has
ever known. She stated that MELBA MARIE RYAN does live at
the Virginia Hotel and. that-she had learned on the previous
nlght that MELBA MARIE RYAN was a sister to JAMES EARL RAY,
She stated, however, in her conversations with MELBA IMARIE
RYAN, HMELBA MARIE RYAN had denied any knowledge of the
whereabouts of RAY and she does not believe that RAY has
contacted the sister since hlS escape fron the Mlssourl State
Penitentiary. : f ) -

~On 4/20/68 ARTHUR CONNORS advised that he is the
husband of LAURA CONNORS, owner of the Virginia Hotel,
534 North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois. ARTHUR COMNNORS
advised that he can Verlfy that WALTER RIFE was working
at the restaurant in the Virginia Hotel during the perlod
of 3/27/68 through 4/4/68

ARTHUR COV IORS also vlewpd photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #306443A. CONNORS advised that -this
individual was c0ﬂpletely unknown to him and ne has never
- seen him at. tne Vlrglnla Hotel. :

§~

1 i
4,
"\
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G, KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK CONNORS
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On 4/20/68 KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, presently

" -married to WILBUR CONMNORS and residing 825 Soueh Fifth

Street, Qu1ncy, Illinois, was interviewed .by ASAC
DOVALD T. SULLIVAJ and SA DAVIS.

. She adv1sed that she had never met JAMES- EARL
RAY, FBI #306443A, until one night during 1955 when WALTER
RIFE,an acquaintance of her, approached her in a tavern
in Quincy, Illinois, and asked her if she wanted to go with
RIFE to Hannibal, Missouri. While in the autOﬂoolle, she
was introduced to JAMES EARL RAY and after arrival in

"Hannlbal lissouri, WALTER RIFE and JAMES  EARL. -RAY were

arrested concerning some postal money orderxs that had been
stolen. She advised that she had never seen RAY before
that date and has never seen him since. She stated that she
had no information concernlng the whereabouts of RAY or

any information concerning the background of RAY.

’

~-She advised that her husband did. not know hAY'and

had never heard of her bging arrested with RAY and RIFE in

Hannibal, %lssourl.
\ . . .
'She adv1=ed that she is acqualnted w1th MELBA MARIE
RYAJ since MELBA MARIE- RYAN ‘resides at the Virginia Hotel =
but that she dld not kn@w that thls was a.sister of- JAHLS

EARL RAY. ... %

. > :
E)

She adV1sed that she would furnlsn anj 1nLo§mat101

. of value that she might learn to the FBI concerning RAY or -
the RAY and RYAN" famlly, however, she nad none to furnlsh

at the present tlne.
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The fol;owlnallnvestlgwtlon was conducted by SA
ELYON H, DAVIS: i

¥

Op April 24, 1968 ART. CONNORS,. whose wife LAURA

" CONNORS, owns the Vlralnla Hotel in Quincy, Illinois, advised

that he had received no information concerning JAMES EARL RAY.

. He advised that he 1ntends to cooperate in every way with .the

FBI in this matter and w111 immediately advise the FBI of
anything concerning RAY' 's whereabouts,’

He advised that RAV'S sister, MELBA MARIE RYAN, has
stated numerous times she has no 1nformaulon as to RAY's where-
abouts, He advised that KATHERINE BUSKIRK, now married to
CONNORS' brother, WILBUR CONNORS, known as MANNY CONNORS,
.has told him that she knew nothing concerning RAY other
than she was arrested ulth RAY and WALTER RIFE at Haﬂnlbal
‘Missouri, in 1955, Indsmuch as she was not involved and
knew nothlnc concerning 'the passing of the stolen money
orders she was released on the same day of the arrest
and no charges pressed aoalnst her.

CONNORS adv1sed he is certain in hlS own mlnd
" that neither MELBA VARIE RYAN or WALTER TERRY RIFE has
any information concerning the whereabouts of RAY.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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'| JOSEPH ADAMS
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: The following investigation was conducted at
the Menard Branch, Illinois State Penitentiary, on
April 26, 1968- .

On April 26, 1968 MAX FRYE, Warden, Menard
,Branch Illipnois State Pen1tent1ary, adv1sed that one

- of the inmates by the name of JOSEPH ADAMS, 'who works:

- in the Office rs Mess at the Penitentiary, 1nd1cated

. to him recently that he was acquainted with JAMES EARL

RAY having been with him at the Missouri State Penitentiary
in Jefferson City, Missouri, :

Warden FRYE stated that he did not question
him concerning his contacts. or knowledge of RAY but
thoughi it might be of value to interview him,

On April 26, 1968, JOSEPH ADAMS, also known as
Shorty, who has Menard #11745 was 1nterv1ewed at the
penitentiary and advised after viewing a photograph of RAY
that he was acquainted w1th RAY when RAY was at the Missuri

State Penitentiary,

ADAMS adv1sed that he left the penitentiary
for Menard last October, 1967, and that when he got there,
RAY was already there,

- ADAMS advised that his only knowledge of RAY
was ‘that RAY brought food over to the hospital where
ADAMS was working and he assumed that RAY: apparently worked
in the prlson kitchen,” <

ADANMS adv1sed that ‘he - never talked directly to RAY
at any time nor did he ever~ observe him with any other inmates.
. He described RAY as a very quiet individual and this is
all the information he had concerning hin,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 -
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.. I, JOHN EUGENE GAWRON

1
L |
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On May S, 1968 BERNICE DUCKAN and ELIZABETH ZIMMERMAN
owners of. the Jewel Loun@e, 106 (rear) -~ 5th Street, Peoria,
Illinois, advised that they have owned that tavern for
. approximately cne year. Both are from the State ofCalifornia
and they advised that the Jewel Lounge was formerly known as the
m & n Tavern and that the tavern is still commonly referred to -
as the "0ld M & N"., They 'advised that the former tavern
owner (1959) called '"Rusty''was unknown to them and they could
furnish no information concerning her identity or whereabouts.

On May 10, 1968, LARRY ENNIGER, 1800 North
Knoxville, Peoria, Illinois, former tavern operator, advsed
that "Rusty" was widely known in the Peoria, Illinois area
inasmuch as during the 1950s shelmdtended bar at two or three
dlfferent estaollshments.z

: . On May 13, 1968 "BETTY MEYERS, owner of the

Beer Barrel Tavern,. suggested "Rusty" Whose name she did not
. know may be employed. at the Piere Marquedte Hotel in °
Peoria, Illinois, ;

_ On the same date, PHIL BUSSMAN, Sales Representatlve,
Plere Marquette Hotel identified "Rusy'" as Mrs. RAY M.

TYLER, also known as MELVINA TYLER, 408 Bryan Street, o

Peorla, I1linois and 213 Franklln Street Bartonv111e Illinois,

He advised she has been-employed as waltress in-: the lounae

of the hotel for the past 6 years,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 l
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FEDERAL $U: EAU OF INVESTISATION |

'ome Moy 16, 1968

- MELVINA TYLER,.also known as-"Rusty", and "Mrs. Ray
M. Tyier 213 Franklin Street, Bartonville, IllanlS, was
interviewed at her residence revardlng her knowledge or any
- prior association with JAMES EARL RAY, FBI # 405 942 G. She
viewed photographs of RAY and advised that this individual is
unknown to her and that,she could furnlsh absolutely no in-
’-_formatlon regarding thlS man. S : .- :

.. She adv1sed that she was the owner on re001d and
operated the M & N Tavern, 106 (rear) -5th Street, Peorln,
Illinois, during 1958 and 1959.. She said she purchased the
tavern from MILLIE and MAC BURDIN who now operate the."Galley"
2. basement nlght club at the Hotel Jefferson, Peoria, Illinois.
She said prior to 1958, she had operated bars at the Beer
Barrel, 1034 Northeast Adamg Street, Peorisa, 1111n01s and
also. the Pour House, 800 North Main Street, Peoria, Illindis.
She advised she was born in Norfolk, V1rg1n1a and came to
Peorija, Illinois, at the age of 16. She advised that she
marrled SAM ALLLN in’ early 1950 and she and ALLEN had had
business interests in the above taverns between 1853 and
1959. . :

. She stated she divorced ALLEN in 1958 and married
RAY M. TYLER, a brick layer by trade, in 1960. She advised
she is the mother of two children, ages 7 and 8. She stated

- she has been steadily employed as a waitress at the Piere
- Marquette Hotel, Peorla, Illinois, for the past six years.

, She was adv1sed‘that it had been reported that she
,may have associated 5001a11y with RAY and that she had been .
termed "a girl friend of RAY" about 1959. She stated that
_~due to her association with: the general public for the past;

. several years as a waltress, she had become widely known in

- the Peoria, Illinois area due o her natural red hair, how- -~
ever, she advised that in many instances she would .not know .
or recall customers who may have remembered her by name. She
-advised she is positive{ that:she has never known RAY.socially
‘and has never correSponded with him. She advised that she-
would immediately notify the FBI should any information con-

On_5/13/68 ot Bartonville, JTllinais  File# ST 44-56]

NS

_ SA ELIAS WILLIAMS JR & ST . cn
‘by___SA QUENTIN-P. STINSON | Skt " Date dictated___5/15/68
This documeant contalns neither racommendollons nor concluslons of the FBI. It ls |he orooerty of the FBI and Is loanad to YOU" OGBHCY .
#.ond Its contents are not fo be distributed outside your daencw

‘ 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 .
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_“cernlng this 1nd1v1dual come to her attentlon

TYLER ¢

-g~~Addréss:Af ‘~# :

.Aliases:‘:

_Complexion: .|
Marital Status‘
'Husband: o f'

. *The f0110w1ng phy51ca1 descrlptlon was *obtained
from observatlon and 1ntcrv1ew anu comments made by Mrs.

Name:. .

Sex:
Race:
Age: .
Height:
Weight:
Hair:

"Occupation:’

" Previous adares, T

.QTelephona numbqu‘

K

Occupatlon._jf-{3'

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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 MELVINA TYLER. ..

;. YRUSTY" .
~Mrs. RAY M. TYLER
..213 .:Franklin Street
.Bartonville, Illinois
‘Fenaleée :
.;Whlte
40
A5 5n L

7130 1bs.

Red (shoulder lenﬂth)

~'Fair, freckled
iMarried (1960).
. "RAY M. TYLER
. Brick layer .
408 Bryan Street -
=;f%Peor1a, Illlnois P
“Unlisted.. T

697-0122

" Waitress.
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The follow1ncw1nvest1gat10n was conducted by
SA ROY LEE WILKERSON, JR at Sprlngfleld Illinois=:

AV .
On May 15, 1968 WILLIAM KOFTFMAN, D1v1810n of

‘-Superv151on of Paroles ‘103 National Guard Armory Building,

Springfield, Illinois, advised that his office has a file

. concerning JAMES LAOMA OWTNS and OWENS has been incarcerated

at the State Prison in Menard Illinois, and the Missouri
State Penitentiary, Jefflerson City, Missour1 - KATFFMAN

" advised that JAME S OWENS has a prison registory number

for the State Prison of Menard, Illinois, being 20208.

OWENS' reglstory number for Hlssourl S+ate Penitentiary
at Jefferson City, Missouri, ‘is 69846, KAUEMAN advised
that the.only descrlptloh_that‘he has in hlS file is as

follows: - R

NAME: » - JAMES LAOMA’ OWENS
RACE: j White
SEX: - -~ . Male _
FBI NUMBER: = - - 1-397-707 A .
AGE: e 27 on March 12, 1947
HEIGHT: - 5'23" ' '
WEIGHT: T 129 :
HAIR: I Charcoal medium
~- EYES: 5. ey © Dark Black '~ '
‘“MCOMPLEXION-“”"Lﬁ" Fair
OCCUPATION: 42’*; . Clerk C
CHARACTERISTICS Top of head bald
\
OWENS was 1ncarcerated at the Illln01s State.’
Penltentlary, Menard, Branch Menard, Illinois, having -

- pumber 20208, received from St. Clalr County, IllihoisE
. March 12, 1947 on the crime of robbery :

/ i . !
B%UFFMAN adv1sed that ‘the most current address

that his files reveal is an addreéss of 3204 Folsonm Avenue,
St. Louis, Missouri, and this addreéss was current as of .

,_fAugustfls, 1965, as . a communlcatlon sent to OWENS on this

. date-was not returned.. PAUTIMN‘stated that on August.15;

" 1965, OWENS was issued a. Certlflcate of Restoration of the'
"Rights of Citizenship. KAFFMAN stated that JAMES QWENS

was discharged on Jung 27, 11965, at the explraﬁiﬁﬂk@f_hl uk#D {

o sentence from the Siate Prlson Mepgrqigrgggh ﬁ%ﬁﬁ?d&?/?uw7/¢>/

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ST 44-561
RLV :skr
2 -

Illinois. KEFFMAN advised that he has not had any further
communication or correspondence w1th OWENS since August 15,
1965, ‘

. .. KAIFFMAN stated that any addltwonal 1nformat10n
needed concernlnﬁ OWENS could be obtained from the Missouri
State Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, or the
State Penitentiary of Menard Illinois, and thls 1nformatlon
at the penitentiaries would be more current then the

. information that he has, especially information concerning
descrlptlon and background 1nformat10n :

e

e '} e e e

Sy

I f
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L. ANDREV WILSON "BLACKIE" DE CORE

. -
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Menard Prison: chords reflect on ‘May 17, 1968,
"ANDREW WILSON DE CORE, also known as De. Cora and Blackle

De -core, Menard #23415 rebelved Menard Prison, June 15, 1953,
on a transfer firom Jollet I1llinois prison to ‘serve a

» sentence of 1 to 20 years for robbery,

. . DE.CORE was parpled June 15, 1909 to Rev. JAMES
WINENEGAR, St. Louis Rescpe Mission, St Louis, Missouri,
and was returned as a parole violator to Menard, July 19,
1960, He was paroled January 15, 1965 to Baptlst Rescue
Mission, Collinsville Avehue, East St., Louis, Illinois.

He was returned to Menard as parole violator, May 28 1965
He was discharged upon explratlon of sentence, :
December 20, 1966, Upon' dlscharge, he expressed 1ntent10n
of going to his sister's residence, Mrs. YALANDA DI CASOLA
and her husband, VINCENT, 37555 Glenmore Drive, Freemont,
California, Other frlends and relatives contalned in

- prison records are as. follows' h

Brother

ANTHONY DE CORE|
713 South Claremont,
Chicago, Illinois or
1938 North 70th|
Melrose Park 1111n01s 3
: e
: Slster A: : ““ﬂg.

"& -

Mrs, MARTHA BUTTITTO T
- husband - BENNIE % o
- 9241 North Maple Court,
Morton Grove, 1111n01s,

i. Sister - 'fﬁz; ;i.
* NANCY COSENTINO|
502 East Memorlal S

L 3Bensonv111e, Illlnois;

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Niece

_Mrs. GEORGE ROG!
2020 North Le C
. Chicago, Illinois;
Cousin i

- PAT COLLESE o
1641 North Latro
Chicago, ,Illlnq
Fiance _

' Miss HELEN HAREf
3020 West Madisy>
Chicago, Illinojis;

'Brothers

HARRY DE CORE and NICK DE CORE - |
addresses unknown : '

' Frlend

Miss MARY SAWYWR
City Hospital: Number 1
‘1515 Lafayette Street
St. Louis, Missoui

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561
MWO:mpb
1

: The following ihvestigation was conducted by SA’
EDWARD A, CARPENTER:

At East St. Louis, Illinois

On May 22, 1968, Reverend DAVID BLISS, Pastor of. the
. Baptist Rescue M1551on, located in East St. Louls, Illln01s,
was contacted and advised that ENDREW WILSON DE CORE is unknown
to him, and according to his records, he could not identify

him in the East St. Louis, Illinois area and could not identify
him as having given any service at the Rescue Mission.

Reverend BLISS adv1sed that in the event that DE CORE
should contact the mission, that the would make this fact known
to the FBI.

g 1
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 I
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V. INVESTIGATION AT ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY
PONTIAC BRANCH

| .
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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STOW E, SYMON, Supervising Sociologist, Illinois
State Penitentiary, Pontiac, Illinois on April 25, 1968, advised
his file contains little information concerning RAY who was
a model prisoner while incarcerated Pontiac, July 7, 1952
until discharged March 12, 1954, He stated RAY was confined
on a charge of robbery under Criminal Court, Cdok County, Illinois
case 52-1155 which sets forth in statement of facts subject at
time of arrest, in Chicago, Illinois was wounded in both
arms by police: bullets. No information was located at
Pontiac describing wounds-or location of scars, Subject
RAY at Pontiac assigned Honor Farm, August 12, 1952 until
discharge. This is dormltory type housing rather than
cell type. Subject was assigned to the kltchen as a cook and
also on officers quarters detail, :

The following inmates were identified amd are set
forth with their last known addresses furnished the prlson
at their tlme of release-‘

LEE MILLER '

Pontiac Number 19200

6538 North Talman Street and
3542 SouthPort

Chicago, Illinois;

EDWARD PAUL RIVERA,
Pontiac Number 19294
515 West 63rd Street,
Chicago, Illinoisff~
GUS MARZAHN i
. Pontiac Number 19095 o
71620 West Nelson - Street,
Chicago, Illinois;‘
CHARLES REED : :
Pontiac Number 18492 ?'
2286 Street
Madison, Illinois

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 141 76
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FRED M, PETRAKIS‘ .
Pontiac Number: 18516

" Route 1 o

Peoria, 1111n01s ‘
518 Sanford Street,
Peoria, 1111n01s-

KENNETH D, FOSHYCK
Pontiac Number 19218 '
Route 1 -

Bushnell, Illlno s;

- DWIGHT ROWE e ‘
- Pontiac Number . 19086‘
‘4322 South Vine;| '
Kewanee, Illinois,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- SI 44-561

5

'ERVIEWS WITH POSSIBLE INMATES
JAMES EARL RAY. =
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On 5/1/Ju, NCRMAN DEAY,

Punin, I1lincis, a form hig inmaue
was shown a 1835 photograph o;

- effecting an ide nt1f1nat1q“. 1

" discharged from Pontigc .-"~¥' of" 1902 and never
cut hair on the Honor q“m, Bossessed no formation
regarding RAY and was not awarn that RAY was conxlncd at
Pont1ac during the t;ke of his 1ncarccr rtion.
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" REE

Age . -”1m,t01y 38
Height'
Vieight
Hair.
Eyes .
Conplexion nL d
Liﬂ ps

311716, liv
- at the above not
Sedtation workar :
riding on sanitat Zoucks . ® .
'in thb LadleJ“J ; 'y, Illlnovs area

< REED bas S _bx 0ther~ 11v1ng in the ¥ 3 Hn Granite

City area and 1 sister., It is oted xrow a2 crininal. chack
- at the Madison city FPD- cnat CH! Lug E. REED has had some

credit problenms as well as belng arvested foxr spseding -
and disorderly conduct since his release from Pontiac.
(aluo from Granl City DD records) ’ .
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The followxng investlgatlon was conducted by SA
ELYON H, DAVIS:

On May 2, 1968, Deputy Sheriff, JOHN BLIVEN,

Mc Donough County, Macomb, Illinois, advised that KENNETH
D, FOSDYCK no longer resides in Bushnell, Illinois, but
- resides in Macomb, Illinois. He stated that FOSDYCK has
a criminal record and is'holder of FBI #442 181 A, He
advised that FOSDYCK is presently employed by Burell
Florists in Macomb, Illinois, and resides at 321 College
Street, Macomb, Illinois, He advised that the record

of FOSDYCK shows he was first arrested on October 14,
1948, for tampering with a motor vehicle and has later
arrests for robbery, petty larceny, auto larceny,
probation violation; however, Deputy BLIVEN advised

that the last known arrest for FOSDYCK was on December
3, 1954 when ‘he was returned to the Illinois State _
Penitentiary at Joliet, . Illinois for parole v1olat10n.

He furnlshed the following physxcal descrlption of

" FOSDYCK:

Race White
Sex , | Male
Date of Birth | LB
Height ' © o BT1o"™ )
Weight - " © 155 pounds
Hair g Black

Eyes .. %, . . Brown
Build ©1 % Slender
Education %' 8th Grade

: - On May 2, 1968, " ELMER BURELL, Owner, Burell's Florists,.
Macomb,: Illinois,’ advised that KENNETH D, FOSDYCK is employed by
him and has been for a number of years., He stated that FOSDYCK
resides at the Florist at 321" {College Street ‘Macomb, Illineis,
and that during the past several years FOSDYCK has been worklng
regularly, He advised that FOSDYCK was working durlng the
period of March 27, 1968, through April 4, 1968,

o
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. A number of photographs of JAMES. EARL RAY were
exhibited to ELMER BURELL. ' He advised that he has never
.seen anyone with FOSDYCK| remotely resembllng RAY. He
also advised that he had never heard FOSDYCK mention RAY
and felt certain that th;s individual had not been in
Macomb in the recent past. : ‘f m_,

' On May 2, 1968, KENNETH D, FOSDYCK was interviewed -
- at 321 College Street Macomb, 1111n01s.u A number of photo-
" graphs of JAMES EARL RAY[Were exhibited to. FOSDYCK FOSDYCK
”furnlshed the’ following 1nformat10n°~-1*vy u» ; T v

- The photographs of JAMES EARL RAY are vaguely
h familiar to him as’ SOmeone he has seen 1n the past

, - FOSDYCK advised that he (FOSDYCK) ‘was a551gned to. ..
”yj;the Illinois:State’ Penltentaary Honor Farm: at Pontiac, ~ - oL
-I1linois, from September}15 1952 until February 5, 1954.
.~-He advised. that there: ‘was- not-a large number of -individuals .-
residing at this Honor Farm+and- ‘1t is qulet possiblke that - -
. -he. knew. JAMES . EARL RAY: vaguely during - this - perlod of time.
“FOSDYCK advised ‘that.he certainly has not seen ‘RAY since
February, 1954, and has had no: lnformatlon concernlng RAY s
.. whereabouts, . O : :
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: : On 5/7/68 Chlef of Pollce DEAN 'WATSON, Kewanee,
advised that he knew of a DWIGHT ROWE having formerly
lived in Kewanee, but advised that he had not seen him-
in years. He further advised that both of ROWE's parents
were decéased,. but. that he believed ROSE V, JACABSON,. 111
Hollis Street ‘Kewanee, was related in some way to ROWE.

. ~ On 5/7/68 Mrs, ROSE V. JACABSON, 111. Hollis,

" Kewanee, adviséd that ‘DWIGHT ROWE was her first Husbahd's
brother. She further advised that ROWE quite often visits
her children, but has not done so since the assassination
of MARTIN LUTHER KING.,  She has never heard him mention
JAMES EARL RAY. Mrs. JACABSON advised that ROWE presently
resides at ©05 Third Street, Green Rock, Illinois. -

_ On 5/7/68 attempts were made to.contact ROWE, 905
Third Street, Green Rock Illinois, but were unsuccessful

On 5/8/68 DWIGHT PIERSON. ROWE 905 Third Street
Green Rock, Illinois, adv1sed that he had served time at
Pontiac, 1111n01s, but. stated he did not remember JAMES
EARL RAY. He stated that t{o the.-best of his knowledge
. the first he had ever heard of RAY was when his picture
appeared in the newspapers in regard to KING. ROWE advised
that he met so many other men while in Pontiac using so
- many dlfferent names that he could have met RAY and not -
reallzed 1t , oo : o :

L """-
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, DAVID 'S LANSDE
*advised on April 27 1968

ﬁ,*FBI #314 7431 as-a. c11ent
“ states that PINKSTON -is: an

. be a separatlonlst and us

N, Attorney, Cairo, Illinois,
that he has had BENNY K/ PINKSTON
on .2 or 3. occa51ons. .LANSDEN -

by

ually acquires small amounts of - -money

from businessmen in the’ white community by ‘soliciting _
donations in $1 and $2 ambunts to. promote hlS separation of the

© _races progranm,

o LANSDEN stated
rquantlty of JOHN BIRCH 11

i

that PINKSTON usually carries a
terature and distrlbutes sSame

. and generally operates ‘in ‘the Sikeston, Mlssourl,-or

Forrest Clty, Arkansas ar

LANSDEN was una

A‘PINhSTON threatened the 1

ea.

ble to recall any conversation wherein
ife of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

nor does he recall PINKSTON ever consulting him as to what

~might happen if he killed

.- best of his knowledge, PI

Arkasas where he has a mo

. stated to the best of hls

3 or 4 years ago..
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KING,” LANSDEN states to the
NKSTON is probably in Forrest City,
ther. and other relatives, LANSDEN

recollectlon, he last saw PINKSTON

heartless individual’ who professes toe~;s
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On April 6, 1968, RONALD LORENZEN, Managing
Editor, Times Democrat, Davenport, Iowa, -advised he received a
telephone call from EDWARD BUMGARDNER of 917 - 6th Avenue,

- Erie, Illinois.on April 5, 1968, BUMGARDNER advised him that

the photograph displayed on television of the assassination suspect
appears to be that of one VINCENT DE PALMA; -BUMGARDNER also
advised that he is a former Minuteman and the assassination
- may have been committed by a member of the Minutemen,
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' JUDITH LOTT, 1103 West North Crest, Peoria,
IllaniS telephonically. advised on April 5, 1968, =
she v1ewed a composite drawing of suspect 1n slaylng

of captioned individual on Channel 25 WEEX television, .. . _ .

. Peoria, Illinois, which . individual resembles CARL RICE,
Minneapolis, Minnesota. ' LOTT was described as:

Race ‘ White

-Sex - P Male

Height C 5' 11v

Age 32

Hair o _Blonde

- Byes i Blue

Weight ‘ 155 pounds .

LOTT contlnued by saying RICE was prev1ously
involved in narcotics and racial matters., He attended
Blake School, Minmeapolis, resided with father, Doctor
CARL RICE, suburb of Edina, Minneapolisy'apprbximately'lﬂ“-
years ago., HARLEN BARRD, WEEK TV, Peoria, Illinois, advised

the composite drawing oil suspected slayer of captioned
individual was shown on television April 5, 1968, which
draw1ng was from. UPI ere Photo Service,
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On Aprll 7, 1968 Detective Sergeants JOHN COLEMAN
and ROY WEST, Rock Island Police Department, advised an
anonymous telephone call was received at the Police Department that
a white male wearing gold colored clothing was at the Ft,
Armstrong Hotel in Rock Island Illinois, either had a gun
or guns or made statements that he had killed someone
or that he had been in Mémphis, Tennessee, when MARTIN .
LUTHER KING, JR. was killed. - The voice was very muffled and
the exact comments could ‘not be distinguished.

Both proceeded to the Hotel where they immediately
located BILLY RAY KING whom they checked for a gun., In
subsequent conversation, they determined that KING came
from Louisiana and spoke very bitterly of MARTIN LUTHER
KING, He stated he got what he deserved and when asked
if he had killed him, this person responded that even if
he had he wouldn't tell them, They décided to take him
to the Police Department for further investigation,
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, BILLY RAY KING was interviewed at the Roékvlsland;
Illinois, Police Depariment, by ROBERT A, WICZWINE and CIIARLIS
E. SHITH who identified themselves as Special Agents of the
3I, KING was warncd of his rights and he waived then as
shown oan an ecxecuted wafnirg and waiver form, :

BILLY RAY KITG auv1scd he has resided for ten years
_‘at 102 Arlington Street, Lake Providence,. Louisiana, He has
been employed as a deck hand on dl:xeronu boats in the }lississippi
River“since he was 18 years of age, He stated for the last
- three months he has been enploved as a deck hand -on a towboat
for the X.G.W. Towing Conpanj out of Greenville, lississippi,

He added thauyhe had been 1n3ureﬂ on his boat

approximately twenty days ago and had been treated at the

" Greenville, HMississippi, General Hospital, but had been
recuperating at his hole in Lake Providence, -Louisiana,
He had recovered and arranged to catch his boat, which is
‘the George Veathers, at Quincy, Illinois. His Personnel
Director, JERRY WILSOH, with the K.G.W. Towing Ceompany in
Grccnville Mississippi, had given him an aix Ulaue ticket
from Grcenv1lle M1551S§lp01, to St.. Louis, MlSQouri to .
Quincy,’ 1111n01s for April 5 51968; however, he determ1ned
that all planes Wv oc) full and was instructed to take a bus
+to lMemphis, ‘Tennessee, to catech a plane to St, Louis. Ae
left his home by 7Wrailway Bus around noon on April 4, 196
.and proceeded to. Homoa1s, Tennessee, waich is about 175
.miles, He arrived in- Iempnls sometlme in the ‘afternoon .
probably around 4:00 p.ni While at the Trailway Bus Depot,
.. the rijots broke out due “to the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER -~
KING. He advised that the ‘bus depot was closed. There
was no busses allowed to leave ‘or enter and the people in
‘the bus depot were forced to: remain in the depot all night
long He advised that the -depot was only two or three S
iblocks from the Lorrzine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee, where
KING was shot, . He adv1sed that he knows where this motel

" is located as. he had stayed’ there on previous occasions.
He added that it was general knowledge in all the p1pers
that Dr, MARTIN LUTHER XING was in mempnls and staylnw at
the ’[.orrq:me Notel, R

. - T
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KING stated that he did not’ shoot MAPTIV LUTILR
KING but hastily added even 1f he had done so, he would not
tell, He also stated thqt MARTIN LUTIHER  KING got just what
‘he deserved and that the people in the North are getting
just what they deserved on this racial problem as they
caused the whole tninb.j When asked if he was a member of
tne KKK, KING stated that he was not a member. but also.
added even if he was, he would noL tell,

: KIYG then statcd durlng the early hours befOLe
daybreak, the busses started to move and he was able to
take a taxi to the airport, He recalled that the fare
was somewhere axround §4,65 When he arrived at the air-
port, he determined that there was only one plane that he
could catch to Quincy, 1111n01u,<howevcr, this plane was
full and he was placed on stand by. When the plane left
~and he could not get on, he then made a long distance
telephone call to his bess JERRY WILSON who then told him
to catch a bus to St. Louis and a bus to Quincy where he
could catch the boat., He advised that he took a cab back
to the bus depot where he boarded a Trailway BRus for St,
" Louis, Missouri. He advised this was early in the morning
and arrived in St. Louis sometime around nmoon. He then*
~_caught a bus from St Louls to Quincy; however, this bus, e
" ‘'made many different stops and he*arrived too 11t8 in’ Qulncy
to catch the boat, He then took another bus to Rock Island,
'1111n01s, where he now .waltlno for the boat wnlch is. due to
arrlve at 12:00 mldnl ht,,

KING stated that he owns a 1967 . brlght ‘blue Mustana
which is at his home at Laké Providéence,. Louisiana. He
enplalnea that the papers fo; this car. ave in the name of
his friend TRAVIS SHEFFIELD, who lives approximately three

" blocks away on Foster Street. He stated he bought this car

- from SHEIFIELD and is naklng the oayments but he has not
had the papers changed- over., .to his name., The car is at .his

A home. KING also adnitted that he -owned a .38 QiStOl and,a

 .shotgun which are notn at his: home. ’ 3

: The follow1nw descrlptlon was, obtalned from
observatlon and 1nterv1ew- '
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Name
Sex
Race
Date of Birth

. Place of Birth

Height
Weight
Hair

- Eyes

Complexion
Address

Occupation

Education .
Marital Status
Employment ‘

Mother
Arrests

I
i
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BILLY' RAY KING
Male
#White : "
St. Joseph, Louisiana
6r1n , ’
185 pounds
Darlk Brown, Curly
Blue
Medium to ruddy
102 ‘Arlington
Lake Providence, Louisiana
Deck Hand, Towboat
- Seventh Grade
Single .
"K.G,W, Towing Company
Greenville, Mississippi
GERTRUDE FRITH .

~ Admits arrest at the age of 18

for carriying a pistol at Lake
- Providence, Louisiana, fined

$200.00 and $37.00 costs and
.two years probation,
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TOM MOSS,. Chlef of Police, Kankakeé, Illinois, advised
on April 5, 1968, he recelved an anonymous telephone call
stating that a young whlte man staying at the West Lane Motel,
Marion, Arkansas, had told a female employee - ‘of this motel that
he was a Chlcago police officer and that he was on his way
to ‘assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, No further information
was obtained from the anonymous telephone call, :

b
!
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i
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