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On at least one of these occasions when he was talking about
leaving the country, he indicated that he thought very highly’
of the way former German Army officer, I, N, SMITH, was running
the Rhodesian Government. JOHN RAY stated that this was merely
a passing comment and he did not attach any significance to it
but is mentioning it now because he is of the opinion that if
JAMES EARL RAY is alive, he is out of the country.

Again, JOEN LARRY RAY reiterated that he has no direct
or indirect knowledge of his brother, JAMES EARL RAY's present
whereabouts nor has he had any knowledge regarding this since
his escape from the Penitentiary.

He said again that his brother was not reported as an
escapee but rather on the first news report that he recalls
hearing was reported as missing. He denied that he ever spoke ‘
to anyone of knowing that JAMES EARL RAY was in Omaha or Los !
Angeles, California, other than the reported California ViSlt
in the newspaper., -

JOHN LARRY RAY advised that his brothexy JERRY RAY,
left St. Louis today to return to Chicago. JOHN LARRY RAY stated
that he is of the opinion from conversations with JERRY RAY
that JERRY RAY has no knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY's whereabouts.
He noted that JERRY RAY arrived in St. Louis last Friday night
from Chicago as previously advised and while in St. Louis since
last Friday visited with him and with CAROL PEPPER, their sister.

JOHN RAY stated that they visited JERRY RAYNES at his farm
in Center, Missouri, together using JERRY's automobile. They
remained all night on the occasion of the visit to Center, Missouri,
During conversations with "the old man" at Center, Missouri,
he gained the impression that he has no knowledge of JAMES EARL |
RAY's whereabouts. since his escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary.
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JOHN LARRY RAY was interviewed outside the Grapevine
Tavern, Illinois and Arsenal Avenue, at which time he stated he
had been closed the entire previous week for the safety of the
patrons of the tavern, since on one occasion earlier in the week
three car loads of Negros were reported to be observing the tavern,
He indicated that he had also been hiding from reporters but would
not reveal the location where he had taken refuge.

RAY indicated he had opened this bar this date for business.
as usual and NAOMI REGAZZI is currently working as barmaid for him,
JOHN RAY stated there was no truth in regards to newspaper accounts
of him having received a telephone call from Canada and stated that
he does not know anyone in Canada, He indicated that he believed
the telephone at the Grapevine Tavern is tapped and that the FBI
and other law enforcement agencies would probably be aware of all
of his phone calls, He did not specifically state that he believed
the FBI was responsible for tapping his phone,

RAY also stated that he has had no contact from his brother,
JAMES EARL RAY, and he further has no intentions of going to London,
England, to see him. He commented that he doubted if he could get

- a passport for such a trip. He further denied that he has at this

time retained any lawyer for his brother, RAY did state that he
has written to his brother in Londen and told him to get in touch

‘with his sister, CAROL PEPPER, if he needs ‘anything as CAROL is the

one who is most accessible, He provided his brother with CAROL's
current address and telephone number,

RAY was again questioned regarding source of income for
his brother at which time he stated that his brother never had any
real needs for money as he was always able to pick it up by ways of
burglaries or robberies during his travels, Heé indicated this was,

- of course, the reason why he was sentenced to the Missouri State

Penitentiary,

RAY indlcated that he had recently sold his Thunderbird
automobile and had purchased a 1963, four~door, white colored
Chrysler for $500 from a private individual,

RAY stated that his brother JERRY RAY had arrived in St,
Louis on the previous day from Chicago, Illinois, and stayed last
night with his sister, CAROL PEPPER, RAY stated that JERRY was at
the time of interview inside the tavern and stated he wanted to talk

to the interviewing @gent, T
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DATE -

April

April

April

April

April

April

April

May 3,

May 2,

May 3,

May 6,

18,

19,

26,

24,

25,

1968

1968

1968

1968

1968

1968

1968

1968

1968

1968

1968

PAYEE

Cash

PETER HAUPTMANN
COMPANY

LOHR DISTRIBUTING
COMPANY -

Cash

MANHATTAN DISTRIBUTING
COMPANY

Cash

PETER HAUPTMANN
COMPANY

Cash
PETER HAUPTMANN
COMPANY

MILLER and SCHEER
REALTY & INSURANCE
COMPANY

FALSTAFF BREWING COMPANY

AMOUNT
$100.00

$ 2.92

49 .49

300.00

36.09

100.00 .

36.74

300.00
121.27

80.00

78.30
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ENDORSEMENTS

- Cashed at Bank, April

19, 1968

Endorsed by payee and
McKesson & Rebbins, Inc.,
to Boatmen's National
Bank, St+ Louis - - -.--

Endorsed by payee to bank
identified as Southern
Commercial and Savings
Bank, St. Louis .

Cashed at Bank, April 28,
1968

Endorsed by payee to
Mercantile Trust Company,
St. Louis

Cashed at bank, April 29,
1968

Endorsed by payee to
Boatmen's National Bank,
St. Louis

Cashed at bank, May 3, 1%

Endorsed by payee to
Boatmen's National Bank,
St. Louis

Endorsed by payee to Tower
Grove Bank, S5t., Louis

Endorsed by payee to :
Boatmen's National Bank,

St. Louis., Check dlso bears
handwritten notations.....
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DATE e PAYEE
May ©, 1288 continuved.csecooo

May 10, 19268 Cash

April 30, 1968 CAROL PEPPER

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.(



AMOUNT ENDORSEMENTS

eeeo V1982 Aveenal®™ and
YRandazzo 166%

-

'$300.00 Cashed at bank may 10,
1968 _
320.00 Ehd@rsed-by payée'aﬂd

check aiso bears stamped
endorsement “for deposit
iny - E Lo R.
Investments, 3638 Olive
St., St. Louls 8, Meo,"
The check also bears &
bank stamp impression of
the Mercantile Commerce
Bank, 8t. Louis, Missouri.
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These bank records may be produced on issuance of
a subpoena duces tecum, which should be directed to Mr. A, G.

ARB, Vice-President, Jefferson - Gravois Bank, St. Louis,
Missouri,
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JEBRY BAY was interviewed outside the Grapevine Tavern,
I11linois and Arsenal Avenue, at which time he stated he had arrived
in St, Louis the previous day and spent the night with his sister,
CARQL PEPPER, He indicated that during the previous week he was
in Chicago, Illimois, where he had been hiding in a Chicago hotel,
which he had left un-named, in an effort to avoid reporters and
newscastors, He indicated that while in St, Louis he will either
stay with his sister, CAROL PEPPER, or at the St. Regis Hotel
under the name of JERRY W, RYAN, He exhibited to the interviewing
agent a recently obtained Illinois driver's license under that
name, RAY stated that he intended to visit his father at Center,
Missouri, tomorrow and then intended to return to St., Louis on
Thursday, June 20, 1968, He then plans to leave for Memphis,
Tennessee, on Friday, Jume 21, 1968, where he intends to obtain
employment until after the trial of his brother, JAMES EARL RAY,

RAY stated that he has not heard from his brother in
London, however, did make the comment that he still does not
believe that his brother killed MARTIN LUTHUR KING and that he
was paid to establish the ERIC STARVO GALT identity,
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