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THAT KE US"") VAS OU TH" KANSAS SIDE OU TEE HIGHWAY 70 OLATHE, 

KASSAS. STATED TH" AIT-POET WAS HUH. OY PPU) FISHES:. HE ALSO 

STATED THAT NT HAD- PURCHASED TEE BORA HZ A AIRCRAFT FROM. FISHER. •

WILSON ADVISED TEAT APPROXIiHATELY O'E" WEEK EFFORT TH" lU-)”, 

’■ITOH GAV" HIE 025, IN Eg- DILLS, AND FOLLOWING TH1' HUED"",

HITO17 SAV" HIE A HOT HER 025,^0, At WHICH TIN’" HE GAVE TH" 

CREDENTIALS tack TO HITCH.

WILSON ADVICED THAT HE KAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF JAtf EAHL FAY 

HAVING ETEH -INVOLVED I ••’ TH" CONSPIRACY.

TIP I'E^NATIOT REFLECTS CONPL'T' DETAILS OF INTERVIEW

^ITH HIGO’’.

WILSON KAS SIGNED TIT" AD IT 1011 PAPERS , AND TTGADITlOP I7 

^WrPPY LOCAL AUTHORITIES.

APPPOF-IATE RECIPIENTS REQUESTED TO ""INTERVIEW RELATIVES OR 

WILCO'’ T” AN EFFORT TO RESOLVE INCONCIST^TCIFS CONCERNING HIS 

APT'A'AP' INPiFHT 0” APRIL 4, 1900.

CONSID"'ATIO!J SHOULD DE GIVEN TO ALLOWING TWO AGENTS FROM • 

NE1PHIS DIVISION WHO A^F THOROUGHLY FAMILIAR WITH THE KURKIN 

[NATTER TO REINTTEVIFW WILSON CONGER HI NG HIS ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN 

THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. •MARTIN LUTHEE.Klt AND ALSO INTERVIEW
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TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) IMMEDIATE 

BIRMINGHAM IMMEDIATE 

DALLAS IMMEDIATE ALL OFFICES VIA FBIHQ

MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) IMMEDIATE 

SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) IMMEDIATE '
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ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT ' 

MURKIN; 00: MEMPHIS. '

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., INMATE, OCEAN SPRINGS CITY JAIL, 

OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, WAS INTERVIEWED BY FBI AGENTS, AUGUST 

19, 1978, REGARDING HIS ALLEGED KNOWLEDGE AND INVOLVEMENT IN THE 

ASSASSI NATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER,KI NG AFTER HAVING WAIVED HIS 

RIGHTS, AND HE FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

WILSON. ADVISED THAT THE TIME PRIOR TO THE MURDER OF MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, HE WAS LIVING IN GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI, IN A HOUSE ON

BIRMINGHAM

INDE 
fiifi
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BYPRS ROAD WITH HIS WIFE

DEBORAH, STEVE, AND MARK

OPERATED A JEWELRY STORE

IN THE COURSE OF HIS

BETTY LOU, AND HIS THREE CHILDREN

HE WAS IN THE AIR FORCE RESERVE AND ALSO

JEWELRY BUSINESS, HE MET A WHITE MALE

ITALIAN WHO WAS IN HIS LATE SIXTIES AND WAS APPROXIMATELY 5 FEET 9

INCHES TALL, WEIGHED APPROXIMATELY 230 POUNDS, AND WHO OPERATED A

JEWELRY TRADE SHOP ON WALNUT STREET. HE STATED THAT THIS WHITE

MALE INTRODUCED HIM TO ANOTHER WHITE MALE ITALIAN BY THE NAME OF

MITCH (LNU), WHO WAS IN HIS MID FIFTIES AND WAS APPROXIMATELY

5 FEET 10 INCHES TALL, AND WEIGHED APPROXIMATELY 190 POUNDS, WHO

HAD BLACK, WAVY HAIR AND HAD SOME CONNECTION WITH A'BONDI NG

COMPANY, AND ALSO MITCH’S

SAME PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

ON HIS FACE

HE STATED. THAT MITCH

THE PURPOSE OF HAVING THE

BROTHER,.NAME NOT RECALLED, WHO FIT

AS MITCH, BUT WHO HAD NUMEROUS CUT SCARS-

STARTED'DELIVERING JEWELRY TO HIM FOR

STONES REMOVED FROM THE FITTINGS'

STATED

RUN BY

BEEN A

DUE TO

MITCH USUALLY MET HIM AT A BAR ON WALNUT STREET WHICH WAS

A WHITE FEMALE AND IT ALSO APPEARED THAT MITCH MIGHT HAVE

PART OWNER OR HAD AN INTEREST IN THIS BAR, HE STATED THAT

THE VOLUME OF JEWELRY THAT MITCH WAS BRINGING TO HIM
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' ASKED MITCH ABOUT IT, AND

JEWELRY. MITCH TOLD HIM ,

F T 0

MITCH ADVISED HIM THAT IT VAS STOLEN

HOWEVER,. THAT HE WILSON, WAS IN AS DEEP

AS.HE, MITCH, VAS AND THAT HF WOULD HAVE

MITCH. HE STATED THIS RELATIONSHIP,WITH

1970

HE STATED THAT MITCH BROUGHT UP THE

SAID THAT THERE WAS A $50,000

9^ID WHO PUT OUT THE CONTRACT

FOR WILSON IF HE KILLED KING

WILSON STATED THAT MITCH

THOUGHTS

THAT HIS

GRENADA

THOUGHT

BROUGHT

TO CO NT I HUF WORKING WITH

MITCH CONTINUED

IDEA OF KILLING

UNTIL

AND

CONTRACT

BUT SAID

WAS WELL

CONCERNING KING AND THE BLACK

ON HIM HOWEVER , HE NEVER

THAT HE COULD GET

AWARE OF HIS,

THE MON^Y

CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

FATHER, WHO WAS A PASTOR' OF THE CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH AT

MISSISSIPPI, DIED OF A HEART ATTACK WHICH HE, WILSON

WAS CAUSED AS A RESULT OF RACIAL TENSIONS AT GRENADA

ON BY THE FORCEFUL INTEGRATION OF HIS FATHER’S CHURCH

WILSON STATED THAT APPROXIMATELY FIVE OR SIX MONTHS BEFORE

KING’S MURDER, HE STARTED GATHERING INFORMATION ON THE MOVEMENTS

HABITS, AND WHEREABOUTS OF KING

WILSON ADVISED THAT HF HAD A RED AND WHITE BONANZA AIRPLANE

REGISTER NUMBER 34L . AND A CESSNA 310 TWIN-ENGINE AIRCRAFT. WHICH
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WAS BLUE AND WHITE, WHICH PLANES HE USED TO FLY TO DIFFERENT PLACES

WHERE KING WAS SUPPOSED TO RE. HF STATED THAT HE RECALLS GOING TO

HUNTSVILLE

ATLANTA

WHILE AT

BELIEVES

INNS*

ALABAMA; TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI; JACKSON, TENNESSEE

GEORGIA; AND GREENVILLE, SOUTH; (^HOLINA. HE STATED THAT

TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI, HE STAYED JM THE RAMADA INN

THAT IN THE OTHER PLACES HE V^TED HE STAYED I

HF STATED THAT MITCH FURNISHED HUI A JAPANESE

A ND

HOLIDAY

RIFLE

HE STATED THAT HE KEPT THE RIFLE AND THAT JUST BEFORE CHRISTMAS OF

1975, HE HAD IT REWORKED AT A GUNSHOP #N COLUMBUS,

FOURTH STREET ACROSS FROM A BANK. HE #ATED THAT THE LAST kNOW-

LEDGE HE HAD' OF

THE RIFLE AND A

MR. WILSON

THE RIFLE, OLD ER < SO N , /STEVEN WAYNE WILSON, HAD

SHOTGUN BUT HAD TCH#’HIM TH# HF

ADVISED THAT THE^E KAS A GARBAGE

AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AND THAT #ZCH CALLED HIM

HAD SOLD IT

STRIFE IN PROGRESS

AT HIS STORE IN

GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI, AND TOLD HI>/THAT Kl^lVAS CONING TO MEMPHIS

FOR A RALLY AND INSTRUCTED HLS/JWO /CO# TO MEMPHIS WHERE HF

TO MEET TWO MEN AT THE WONDER BAR LOCATED

AVENUE AND WHITE STATION ROAD

AT THE CORNF

MR. WILSON ADVISED THAT H^'FLEV 10 MEMPHIS TENNESSEE, IN THE
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bonanza'Aircraft and landed at an airport just north of raleigh

TENNESSEE. HE STATED THAT THE AIRPORT WAS OPERATED

ACQUAINTANCE OF HIS WHO HAD ATTENDED: A CHURCH WHICH

BY WILSON’S FATHER IN THE PAST. WILSON STATED THAT

BY A LONG-TIME

WAS PASTORFD

HIS DAUGHTER

DEBORAH, PICKED HIM UP AT .THE AIRPORT IN HER 1965 WHITE MUSTANG

WHICH WILSON HAD PREVIOUSLY BOUGHT'FOR HER AND WHICH WAS REGISTERED

IN HIS'NAME IN MISSOURI,

Ke ADVISED THAT DEBORAH AND HER MOTHER, BETTY LOU, HERE

STAYING AT THE RESIDENCE OF WILSON’S FATHER-IN-LAW, VERNON HOOTEN

305. RUSKIN ROAD, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. HE STATED THAT HOOTEN HAD

HAD A HEART ATTACK AND THAT HIS.WIFE AND DAUGHTER WERE TEMPORARILY

STAYING AT THE HOOTEN RESIDENCE

WILSON

A DRINK TWO

ADVISED THAT HE WENT TO THE WONDER BAR AND WHILE-HAVING

WHITE MEN APPROACHED HIM, ONE HAVING AN ACCENT SIMILA

TO A PUERTO RICAN

THE TWO WHITE MALES FURNISHED HIM WITH FBI CREDENTIALS, WHICH

HE STATED HAD A BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPH OF HIMSELF ON IT,

AND THEY TOOK HIM AND SHOWED HIM

THEY THEN TOOK WILSON TO A HOTEL

STREET AND TOOK HIM TO A ROOM ON

/AS TO HOLD THE RALLY

ON SOUTH MAIN STREET NEAR BEALE

THE THIRD FLOOR. THEY TOLD HIM
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HE WAS TO BE IN THE CROWD AT THE RALLY AND THAT A DECOY SHOT WAS TO 

BE FIRED AND THAT HE WAS THEN TO SHOOT, THEY SAID THAT XING HAD A 

HABIT OF RAISING HIS ARMS OVER HIS HEAD WHEN HE WAS MAXING A SPEECH 

AND THAT THE SECOND TIME THAT HE DID SO, THE SHOTS WERE TO BE FIRED.

WILSON STATED THAT ON THE DAY OF THE MURDER HE WAS IN THE 

CROWD STANDING NEAR A WOOD FENCE APPROXIMATELY 60 FEET FROM WHERE 

KING WAS STANDING AND THAT WHEN XING RAISED HIS ARMS THE SECOND 

TIME HF SHOT HIM.

MR. WILSON ADVISED THAT HF HAD\THE RIFLE WHICH HE USED STRAPPED 

TO HIS BELT UNDER A SUIT COAT AND ATTACHED TO HIS BELT ON A SWIVEL. 

HF STATED THAT THE BARREL PROTRUDED • FROM BELOW HIS COAT BUT NO ONE 

QUESTIONED HIM CONCERNING IT. HE SAID THAT HE HAD PRACTICED A 

GREAT DEAL SWIVELING THE RIFLE AND FIRING IT. '

. HF ADVISED THAT AFTER THE SHOOTING, HF MAS STOPPED BY THE 

MEMPHIS POLICE, BUT HE SHOWED THEM THE CREDENTIALS, AND THEY LET 

HIM GO, AND HE WALKED ON DOWN THE STREET APPROXIMATELY TWO BLOCKS 

TO WHERE'TIE HAD-LEFT THE MUSTANG PARKED. HE ADVISED THAT HE GOT IN 

THE MUSTANG’AND DROVE BACK TO THE HOOTEN RESIDENCE, AND 

DAUGHTER, DFBORAH-, THEN TOOK HIM TO THE AIRPORT, AND HE 

PLANE AND FLEE BACK TO KANSAS CITY. -HE STATED THAT THE

HIS

GOT HIS

AIRPORT
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THAT HF USED WAS ON THE KANSAS SIDE OH THE HIGHWAY TO OLATHF

KANSAS. HF

STATED THAT

WILSON

STATED THE AIRPORT WAS RUN BY (FNU) FISHER. HE ALSO

HF HAD PURCHASED THE BONANZA AIRCRAFT FROM

ADVISED THAT APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK BEFORE

MITCH GAVE HIM $25,000 IN $20 BILLS, AND FOLLOWING THE

FISHFR

THE MURDER

MURDER

MITCH GAVE HIM ANOTHER $25,000, AT WHICH TIME HE GAVE THE

CREDENTIALS BACK TO MITCH

WILSON

HAVING BEEN

ADVISED THAT HE HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF JAMES EARL RAY

INVOLVED IN THE CONSPIRACY

THE ABOVE INFORMATION REFLECTS COMPLETE DETAILS OF INTERVIEW.

WITH WILSON

WILSON HAS SIGNED EXTRADITION PAPERS , AND EXTRADITION IN

PROGRESS BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES

APPROPRIATE RECIPIENTS REQUESTED TO RE INTERVIEW RELATIVES OF

WILSON IN AN EFFORT TO RESOLVE INCONSISTENCIES CONCERNING HIS

APPEARANCE IN MEMPHIS ON APRIL 4, I960

Consideration should be given to allowing two agents from

MEMPHIS DIVISION WHO ARE THOROUGHLY FAMILIAR WITH THE MURKIN

MATTER TO REINTERVIEW WILSON CONCERNING HIS ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN

THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER. KING AND ALSO INTERVIEW
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TO J™FLPY BUSINESS, HF BUILT ALUMINUM STOPAGE. BUILDING? , BUT IN 

JUPP, 1970, HIS SUGINOS FAP D'STBOYED BY A TOPYADO.

H^ th^h yrMT TO SAY Af'T^'lO, TEXAS, AUD BECAME EMPLOYED BY 

AH EOnC' p^SYV" AS A FLIGHT EMO I MEER. HE ALSO OPERATES A JEWELRY 

.STOP? IN SAN ANTONIO UNTIL 1974,' AMD AT THIS TILE HE AND HIS WIFE, 

pt TTY, W^EE Dr^O-C^D. HE THEN MOVED TO MOUNTAC” HOME, ARKANSAS, 

DPr'R A J^LPY STOPF, a ND MAPPIED AVIS LEA HUNTER. HE WAS UApPIr 

FOP APPROXIMATELY SIX MONTHS and THEY WEPT DIVORCED, TE NOH 

P^GID^S AT ri’ HICKORY HILL LANE, 'HERMITAGF , TFEN^SSEF. H" TH—’ 

I.’VMT TO COLM-US, NIGGISSPFI , WKEEr HE WORKED pr THE 'GUE ER HATORI AL 

PANPAYP fop CLISE FINCH. WHILE IN COLUMBUS, H7 WAP^KD

PATRICIA GRIND A LA OS STATKVILIE, MISSISSIPPI. DUPING THE GUBERNA­

TORIAL CAMPAIGN IT WAS SUGG7?!7? HE T^LL PEOPLE HE WAS A •RETIRED 

0Gtnr,"L AND AN nX-P?I?0’'TG DE WAP. H7 LEET COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, 

JAMUAnY, 197L W^KT TO TYLER, TEXAS, A MD STAYED WITH LAP^Y HUGHEY, 

A "^I"^, ft !F!T TH T^XAS FOR PURPOSE OP CLEAVING UP POME CHARGES 

AGAINST HEM AT W BnAUMF^LS , T^'AS. HE WEPT TO DALLAS, rXAG, 

TO G77 a rr'H, A'D dial7 TH^B” CALL'D HIS ”nL AND SHORTLY thE'R- 

AET'E POLIS'7 AD^rnD AX’D A^'fct^D HIM ON change OP NON CHILD SUPPO' 

0" A VARTA MT ISSUED TOE HIM AT CLEVELAND, TEXAS. HF WAS RELEASED
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TU?TO'! TVTV COLICS 'TC'Df AT CLEVELAND , TEXAS, FOP FULL 

^TAILS OF M0*T CHILO SUPPORT WATA'T ISSU'D BY- THAT DOPA PT PE NT 

AOA I HET MIL CO 0.

I^^EVI^W A'^ L"A HUNTES, EFE

FA” APTONIO INTERVIEW JO CHILDRESS, n-VIFE, AND ALSO 

r’"VIT -"'00^00 AT TIT aid FORCE RESERVE CEIT'N.

ALL OFFICES I’’TEPVIEW-RELATIVES OF WILSON FOP FULL BACKGROUND 

INFLATION ANO VERACITY OF HIS ALLEGATION TEAT HT RILLE) DP.

FAR TIN LUTH7P KI'D. DPT'DiH’S HIS ’WHEREABOUTS DURING THE CRITICAL 

RFPIOD OF AP^IL 4, 106°, AND IF WILSON HAY HAVE HAD A HISTORY OF 

PSYCHIATRIC P^OPL'TS. ALL L'A^S SHOULD DD HA HOLES IMMEDIATELY 

AND KPT? FTEQ, TTHI2, AND JACKSON APPRISED.

INTERVIEW OF DUDGFFS AUDIE'WILSON, JR., CONTINUING AT 

nc^AN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI ,. CONCEPNI NG ASSASSINATION.
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ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH.

MUR KIN? 00! MEMPHIS.

FOR INFORMATION OF HOUSTON, ON AUGUST 18, 1978, GENE BARKSDALr, 

SHERIFF, SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, ADVISED THAT ON THF NIGHT OF 

AUGUST 17, 1978, HF RECEIVED TWO TELEPHONE CALLS FROM BURGESS AUDIE 

WILSON. WILSON, WHO WAS'FORMERLY IN THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL 

GUARD UNIT AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, WITH BARKSDALE, INFORMED THE 

SHERIFF THAT HE HAD KILLED DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING IN 1968 AT

FBI—BIRMINGHAI
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MEMPHIS; THAT HIS DAUGHTER DROVE A WHITE MUSTANG FROM KANSAS CITY

MISSOURI, TO

TO SURRENDER

ARRANGEMENTS

MEMPHIS THREE DAYS PRIOR TO

TO BARKSDALE AT THE HOLIDAY

KI NG ’ S DEA TH , A ND VI SHED

INN, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI

WERE MADE FOR WILSON AND COMPANION REVEREND NOEL

FANNON, PASTOR ELIZABETH SFTON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS

MISSISSIPPI, TO APPEAR AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI

AT 6:30 PM ON AUGUST IE

TACTED BY SPECIAL AGENTS

TACTED BY SPECIAL AGENTS

1978, AT WHICH

OF THE JACKSON

OF THE JACKSON

TIME THEY ’.'ERF TO RE CON­

OFFICE. WILSON WAS CON-

OFFICF; HOWEVER, HF DECLINED

TO DISCUSS INFORMATION REGARDING THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN

LUTHER KING WITH THEM

BURGESS AUDIF WILSON, JR., AKA BILL WILSON WAS ARRESTED BY

OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, POLICE DEPARTMENT, 7:35 PM, AUGUST 18

1978, BASED ON PROBATION VIOLATOR WARRANT DATED APRIL IS, 1978

ISSUED

SFNTLY

POLICE

POLICE

BY NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, POLICE DEPARTMENT. WILSON PRF-

INCARCERATED OCEAN SPRINGS POLICE DEPARTMENT. OCEAN SPRINGS

DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH NEV BRAUNFELS, TEXAS

DEPARTMENT, AND THE LATTER DESIRES HIS RETURN TO TEXAS

WILSON CONTACTED AM, AUGUST 19

POLL CW ING BACKGROU ND I NFORMATION 5

1978, BY FBI AND FURNISHED
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PAGE 3 JN 62-544 UNCLAS F F T 0

HF WAS BORN ON AT FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, AND

PESIDFD WITH HIS FAMILY AT GOLDEN, MISSTSSIPPI, UNTIL 1936, WHEN 

THEY MOVED TO ELDRIDGE, ALABAMA, WHERE HF WENT TO SCHOOL UNTIL THE 

EIGHTH GRADE A ND THEN WENT TO CARBON HILL, ALABAMA, HIGH SCHOOL, 

UNTIL 1947. '

ON MAY 2 , 1947, HE ENTERED U. S.AIR FORCE AND WAS DISCHARGED 

1950. AFTER BEING OUT OF THE AIR FORCE FOP APPROXIMATELY FIGHT 

MONTHS, HF WAS RECALLED INTO THE KOREAN WAR UNTIL HF WAS GIVEN AN 

HONORABL.F DISCHARGE FEBRUARY, I960. \ ,

HE AND HIS WIFE, BETTY LOU WILSON, MOVED TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 

FOLLOWING HIS DISCHARGE AND WORKED FOR PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE COMPANY 

FOR APPROXIMATELY ONE YEAR. AFTER LEAVING PRUDENTIAL, HE OPERATED 

A LAUNDRY AND CLEANING BUSINESS IN MEMPHIS. DURING THIS TIME HF WAS 

ALSO IN THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL GUARD. .

• HE LEFT MEMPHIS, WENT TO GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI, WHERE HF BECAME 

A CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYEE IN THE AIR FORCE RESERVE AND REMAINED WITH 

THE RESERVE UNTIL 1970. ALSO, FROM 1966 UNTIL 1970, HF OPERATED A 

JEWELRY STORE BUSINESS. '

IN 1970, HE AND WIFE BFTTY WILSON MOVED TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 

AND OPENED A JEWELRY BUSINESS IN BARTLETT, TENNESSEE. IN ADDITION
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TO JEWELRY BUSINESS, HE BUILT ALUMINUM STORAGE BUILDINGS , BUT IN

JUNE, 1970, HIS BUSINESS WAS DESTROYED BY A TORNADO

HF THEN WENT TO

AP FORCF RPS^V? AS

STORE IN SAN ANTONIO

SAN A NTONIO, .TEXAS, AND BECAME EMPLOYED BY

A FLIGHT ENGINEER:. HF ALSO OPERATED A JEWELRY

UNTIL 1974, ANp AT THIS TIME HF AND HIS WIFE

BETTY

(PE NED

WPP DIVORCED. HF THEN MOVED TO MOUNTACN HOME, ARKANSAS

A JEWELRY STORE, AND MARRIED AVIS LFA HUNTER. HF WAS MARRIED

FOR APPROXIMATELY SIX MONTHS AND THEY WERE DIVORCED. SHF NOW

RESIDES AT 1010 HICKORY HILL LANE, HERMITAGE, TENNESSEE

WENT TO COLUMBUS MISSISSIPPI WHERE HF WORKED IN THE GUBERNATORIAL

CAMPAIGN FOR GOVERNOR CLIFF FINCH. WHILE IN COLUMBUS, HE MARRIED

PATRICIA SHINDALA OF STARKVILLE MISSISSIPPI. DURING THE GUBERNA-

TORIAL CAMPAIGN IT WAS SUGGESTED HF TELL PEOPLE HF WAS A RETIRED

COLONEL AND AN EX-PRISONER OF WAR. HF LEFT COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI

JANUARY, 1976, WENT TO TYLER, TEXAS, AND STAYED WITH LARRY HUGHEY

A FRIEND. HF WENT TO TEXAS FOR PURPOSE OF CLEARING UP SOME CHARGES

AGAINST HIM AT NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS. HF WENT TO DALLAS, TEXAS

TO SEF A FRIFND, AND WHILE THERE CALLED HIS SON, AND SHORTLY THFRP

AFTER POLICE ARRIVED AND ARRESTED HIM ON CHARGE OF NON CHILD SUPPORT

ON A WARRANT ISSUED FOR HIM AT CLEVELAND, TEXAS. HF WAS RRLrASFD
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TO AUTHORITIES FROM NEW BRAUNFELS ,,TE^AS , WHERE HE PLED GUILTY TO A

CHARGE OF THEFT BY CHECK AND RECEIVEDjA SENTENCE OF FIGHT Y^ARS 
PROBATION. HE THEN STAYED IN VICINITY OF NEW BRAUNFELS WHERE HF

WAS INVOLVED IN CONSTRUCTION WORK, HE HAD AN ALTERCATION WITH AN

EMPLOYEE AND WAS ARRESTED FOR VIOLATION OF HIS PROBATION BUT WAS

RELEASED A COUPLE OF WEEKS LATERE HE CONTINUED WORKING AROUND NEW

BRAUNFELS AND WAS AGAIN ARRESTED

TION BUSINESS AND MARRIED JO ANN

THR^E MONTHS IN JANUARY, 1978

FOR POSSESSION OF STOLEN ME^CHAN-

DISK, BUT THE CHARGES WERE LATE$ DROPPED HE CONTINUED IN CONSTRUC-

CHILDRESS AND WAS DIVORCED AFT^R

HE DEPARTED FOR HOUMA , LOUISIANA

AND WORKED FOR LOUISIANA OFF-SHORE CATERERS UNTIL APRIL, 1978

WHEN HF WENT TO WORK FOR GULF COAST\ CATERERS OF NEW IBFRlA

LOUISIANA, WHERE HE REMAINED UNTIL THE END OF JUNE, 1978. HE

CAME TO OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI , AND OPENED A JEWELRY SHOP AND

RESIDE) AT TWIN PINES APARTMENTS IN OCEAN SPRINGS FOP THE FIRST

THREE WEEKS THEN MOVED TO ROUTE 6, BOX 387

WILSON IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. , AKA BTLL;: DOB

POR FULTON, MISSISSIPPI: 5 FEET II INCHES; 170 POUNDS; BROWN EYES;

GRAY HAIR; SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER ) HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE;
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MILITARY SERVICE, U. S. AIR FORCE, 194'7 -/i960; FATHER RECESS 

AUDIE WILSON, SR. (DECEASED), GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI; MOTHER MITTIF 

DALE (DECEASED); STEPMOTHER LILLIE MAE WILSON (DECEASED), GRENADA, 

MISSISSIPPI; BROTHER ALLISON TOWERS WILSON, REFORM, ALABAMa; 

SISTER LYDA MC GAHFY, 2002 FAST-EIGHTH AVENUE NORTH, COLwMBuS, 

MISSISSIPPI; SISTFR CHRISTINE GUNT HORPE^ FuLTON, MISSISSIPPI; 

■X-WIFE BETTY LOU WILSON WADE, BURLESO#,<-TEXAS; EX-ylFE aVIS LEa 
^TER, 1010 HICKORY HILL LANE, HERMI^GE, TENNESSEE; EX-hIFE 
’aTRICIA SHINDALV &ARKVIiU, «^ (BELIEVED KILLED IN

AR ACCIDENT); EX-WIF^O ANN. CH^D|M^ 113 MILL? STREET , SaN
ARCOS, TEXAS; DAUGHTER 1^^RAH<AJ^^^ CHARLES,

"LVFDERF, ILLINOIS; SON STEVEN' WAYNE wU^ON, BURLESON, TEXAS; 

)N MARK ANTHONY wILSON, BURLESON, TEXAS.

■ BIRMINGHAM REQUESTED TO INTERVIEW.£LLISON TOWERS WILSON,

’OTHER, REFORM, ALABAMA.

DALLAS INTERVIEW BETTY LOU VIL^^ADE.JX-VIFE, BURLESON, 

:XAS, AND SONS STEVEN WAYNE WILSON ANp MARK ANTHONY WILSON. IF 

)T ALREADY DONE, ASCERTAIN WHEREABOUTS OF DEBORAH ANN JONES, 
iUGHTER, FOR IMMEDIATE INTERVIEW^ WHO IS REPORTEDLY RESIDING IM 

:THFP BELVEDERE OR BELLVIEW, ILLINOIS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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HOUSTON REVIEW VOLICF RECORDS AT CLEVELAND, TEXAS, FOR FULL

'TAILS OF NON CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT ISSUED BY THAT DEPARTMENT

3AINST WILSON

MEMPHIS INTERVIEW AVIS LEA HUNTER, EX- WIFF

SAN ANTONIO INTERVIEW JO ANN CHILDRESS, EX-WIFE, AND ALSO

rVIW RECORDS AT THE AIR FORCE RESERVE CENTER

ALL OFFICES INTERVIEW RELATIVES OF WILSON FOP FULL BACKGROUND

NFORMATION AND VERACITY OF HIS ALLEGATION THAT HE KILLED DR

ARTIN LUTHER KING. DETERMINE HIS WHEREABOUTS DURING THE CRITICAL

FRIOD OF APRIL 4, 1968, AND IF WILSON MAY HAVE HAD A HISTORY OF

'SYCHIATRIC PROBLEMS. ALL LEADS SHOULD BE HANDLED IMMEDIATELY

.ND KEEP FBIHQ, MEMPHIS, AND JACKSON APPRISED

INTERVIEW OF BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., CONTINUING AT

SEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, CONCERNING ASSASSINATION

IT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PP BH CG DL HO JN KC MP OC SL SA

DE HQ 00S3 2342146 -

ZNR UUUUU . .

P 2222 06Z AUG 7S

PI DIPECTOR EBI (44-32061)

TO EBI BIRMINGHAM PRIORITY

FBI CHICAGO PRIORITY

FBI DALLAS PRIORITY

EBI HOUSTON PRIORITY

FBI JACKSON PRIORITY

EBI KANSAS CITY PRIORITY ’

EBI MEMPHIS PRIORITY

FBI OKLAHOMA CITY PRIORITY .

EBI SAN ANTONIO PRIORITY

FBI ST. LOUIS PRIORITY

BT

UNCLAS

MUR KIN

EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION HAS ALREADY BEEN CONDUCTED TO

RESOLVE THE ALLEGATION BY BURGESS AUDIE WILSON THAT HE

ASSASSINATED MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., AND TO DETERMINE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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WILSON’S WHEREABOUTS ON APRIL 4 , 1968, THE DAY KING WAS

■ASSASSINATED. IN ADDITION, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, THE

FOLLOWING OFFICES SHOULD CONDUCT THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL

INVESTIGATION
SAN ANTONIO:

WILSON ALLEGED ON AN UNSPECIFIED DATE MITCH (LNU)

FURNISHED HIM A JAPANESE SNIPER RIFLE WHICH HE ALLEGEDLY

USED TO SHOOT KING. DEBRA JONES, DAUGHTER, ADVISED HE WAS

ARRESTED ABOUT FOUR AND ONE HALF YEARS. AGO AT'BROW NSVILLE

TEXAS, WHILE INTOXICATED AFTER HAVING MADE THREATS TO KILL

HIS WIFE, AND THE POLICE FOUND A RIFLE IN HIS CAR

SAN ANTONIO AT BROWNSVILLE, OBTAIN DETAILS OF THIS ARREST

AND OBTAIN ANYDESCRIPTION OF RIFLE REPORTEDLY LOCATED BY

POLICE

JACKSON:

APPARENTLY REFERRING TO A SKETCH. OF KING’S KILLER

WILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS (WORKING ASSOCIATES IN OCEAN SPRINGS

MISSISSIPPI) THAT IT WAS ALMOST AN EXACT LIKENESS OF HIM AND 

BECAUSE IT MAS RECENTLY SHOWN ON TV, HE DECIDED TO TURN HIM-

SELF IN. WILSON SAID HE HAS A SISTER IN FULTON. MISSISSIPPI

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE DE HQ 0083 UNCLAS

WHO TELEPHONED HIM IN

LOOKED .JUST LIKE HIM

JACKSON, IN YOUR

OCEAN SPRINGS TO SAY THAT THE SKETCH

ATTEMPT TO LOCATE CHRISTINE WILSON

SISTER, AT FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, ALSO

INTERVIEW HER RE ALLEGED CALL RE SKETCH

MEMPHIS

WILSON ADVISED THE TWO WHITE MALES

A HOTEL ON SOUTH MAIN STREET NEAR BEALE

DESCRIBED ABOVE

IN MEMPHIS TOOK HIM TO

STREET AND TOOK HIM

TO A ROOM ON THE THIRD FLOOR. MEMPHIS ADVISE PROXIMITY OF

THIS ADDRESS TO ACTUAL KING ASSASSINATION LOCATION

OPAL HOOTEN, MOTHER OF BETTY LOU WADE, WAS UNABLE TO

FURNISH SPECIFIC DATES OF VISITS OF BETTY AND DEBRA, HOWEVER

WOULD CHECK FAMILY MEDICAL RECORDS. DEBRA ALSO STATED WHILE

HER MOTHER BETTY AND HER WERE IN MEMPHIS VISITING HOOTENS
AT TIME KING WAS ASSASSINATED, BETTY CALLED WILSON IN KANSAS

city at least two times

MEMPHIS FOLLOW STATUS OF HOOTEN LOCATING FAMILY MEDICAL

RECORDS AND DETERMINE WHETHER SHE HAS ANY TELEPHONE RECORDS

OR IF SAME ARE AVAILABLE'AT TELEPHONE COMPANY, SHOWING ANY
CALLS TO KANSAS CITY. OR GRANDVIEW AREA. DURING PERIOD OF

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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APRIL, 1968

ALL RECIPIENT OFFICES:

SUTFL SUMMARY RESULTS OF ANY INVESTIGATION STILL

OUTSTANDING, AND PROMPTLY SUBMIT REPORTS REPORTING ALL

INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED RE WILSON’S ALLEGATION, DESIGNATING

4 COPIES TO BUREAU, AND 3 TO MEMPHIS, WITH COPY DESIGNATED

FOR USA MEMPHIS

BT

0083

NN NN
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PP PH CG PL HO JN KC MF OC SL SA '

DE HO 0083 2342 1'4 6 ■

ZNR UUUUU

P.2222 GEZ AUG 78

FM DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861)

TO FBI BIRMINGHAM PRIORITY

FBI CHICAGO PRIORITY

FBI DALLAS PRIORITY

FBI HOUSTON PRIORITY

FBI JACKSON PRIORITY

FBI KANSAS CITY PRIORITY .

FBI MEMPHIS PRIORITY

FBI OKLAHOMA CITY PRIORITY

FBI SAN ANTONIO PRIORITY

FBI ST. LOUIS PRIORITY

BT

UNCLAS

MUR KI N '

EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION HAS ALREADY BFPN CONDUCTED TO 

RESOLVE THr ALLEGATION BY BURGESS AUDIE WILSO^HAT HE 

ASSASSINATED MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., AND TO DETERMINE
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WILSON’S WHEREABOUTS ON APRIL 4, 1968, THE DAY KING VAS

ASSASSINATED. IN ADDITION, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, THE

FOLLOWING OFFICE SHOULD CONDUCT THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL

INVESTIGATION
SAN ANTONIO

WILSON ALLEGED ON AN UNSPECIFIED DATE MITCH (LNU)

FURNISHED HIM A JAPANESE SNIPER RIFLE WHICH HE ALLEGEDLY

USED TO SHOOT KING. DEBRA JONES, DAUGHTER, ADVISED HE WAS

ARRESTED ABOUT FOUR AND ONE HALF YEARS AGO AT BROWNSVILLE

TEXAS, WHILE INTOXICATED AFTER HAVING MADE THREATS TO KILL

HIS WIFE, AND THE POLICE FOUNT) A RIFLE IN HIS CAP

SAN ANTONIO AT BROWNSVILLE, OBTAIN DETAILS OF THIS ARPEST

AND OBTAIN ANY DESCRIPTION OF RIFLE REPORTEDLY LOCATED RY

POLICE

JACKSON

APPARENTLY REFERRING TO A SKETCH OF KING’S KILLER

WILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS (WORKING ASSOCIATES IN OCEAN SPRINGS

MISSISSIPPI) THAT IT WAS ALMOST AN EXACT LIKENESS OF HIM AND

BECAUSE IT WAS RECENTLY SHOWN ON TV, HE DECIDED TO TURN HIM-

SELF IN. WILSON SAID HE HAS A SISTER IN FULTON. MISSISSIPPI
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WHO TELEPHONED HIM IN

LOOKED JUST LIKE HIM

JACKSON, IN YOUR

OCEAN SPRINGS TO SAY THAT THE SKETCH

ATTEMPT TO LOCATE CHRISTINE WILSON

SISTER, AT FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, ALSO

INTERVIEW HER RE ALLEGED CALL RE SKETCH

MEMPHIS

WILSON ADVISED THE TWO WHITE MALES

DESCRIBED ABOVE

IN MEMPHIS TOOK HIM TO

A HOTEL ON SOUTH MAIN BEA LT STREET AND TOOK HIM

TO A ROOM ON THE THIRD FLOOR. MEMPHIS ADVISE PROXIMITY QF

THIS ADDRESS TO ACTUAL KING ASSASSINATION LOCATION

OPAL HOOTEN, MOTHER OF BETTY LOU WADE, WAS UNABLE TO

HIP NISH SPECIFIC DATES OF VISITS OF BETTY AND DEBRA, HOWEVER

WOULD CHECK FAMILY MEDICAL RECORDS. DEBRA ALSO STATED WHILE

HER MOTHER BETTY. AND HER WERE IN MEMPHIS VISITING HOOTENS
AT TIME KING WAS ASSASSINATED, BETTY CALLED WILSON IN KANSAS

CITY AT LrAST TWO'TIME

MEMPHIS FOLLOW STATUS OF HOOTEN LOCATING FAMILY MEDICAL

RECORDS, AND DETERMINE WHETHER SHF HAS ANY TELEPHONE RECORD

OR IF SAME ARE AVAILABLE AT TELEPHONE COMPANY, SHOWING ANY 

CALLS TO KANSAS CITY, OR GRANDVIEW AREA. DURING PERIOD OF
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bkc

•^UC -

APPROVED IN CHARGE

COPIES MADE:

Bureau (44-38861

•43— IS—m«s-l

akaJAMES EARL RAY

MARTIN LUTHER KING JRDR

CONSPIRACYCR

8/19/78REFERENCE:

A*
COVER PAGE

Memphis
(1

(jL^-^^mingham (44-1740)

FD-263 (Rev. 7-15-75)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

SA THOMAS MAC GIBBS
CHARACTER OF CASE

REPORT MADE BY

REPORTING OFFICE

BIRMINGHAM

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MEMPHIS
DATE

8/29/78
INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

8/19/78

Eric Starve Galt;

VICTIM DECEASED

Memphis teletype

Bureau teletype, 8/22/78

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED □ NONE ACQUIT- CASE H AS BEEN:
CON VIC. PRETRIAL 

DIVERSION FUG. FIN ES SAVINGS RECO V ERI ES TALS
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR | |YES | |NO 

PENDING PROSECUTION
O VER SI X MON TUS f~~! Y ES QjN°

USA, Memphis)

Dissemination Record of Attached Report
Agency

Request Reed.

Date Fwd.

How Fwd.

By
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Copy to:

Report of: 
Date:

1 - U. S

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Attorney, Memphis, Tennessee

SA THOMAS 
8/29/78

MAC GIBBS Office: BIRMINGHAM

Field Office File #: 44-1740 Bureau File #: 44-38861

Title:

Character:

Synopsis:

DETAILS

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR.-MARTIN LUTHER KING
VICTIM (DECEASED)

JR

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

Mr. ALLISON T. WILSON, aka Al Wilson, P. 0. Box 23, 
Reform, Ala., advised that BURGESS AUDIE WILSON is 
his brother and to his knowledge, his brother has 
been a confirmed liar and alcoholic for the past 20 
years. Mr. WILSON stated that his brother on numerous 
occasions has admitted to crimes that he has not commited 
when he has been on an extended drunk. Mr. WILSON stated 
that his brother admits these crimes in order to get 
locked up so he will be able to sober up. Mr. WILSON 
stated his brother has told him several untruths knowing 
that he knew that he was lying at the time. Mr. WILSON 
stated that he and other members of his family have 
learned to "turn his brother off" when he starts telling 
known untruths.

-RUC -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

☆ U.S.GPO:1975-0-575-841
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27*70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dote of transcription. 8/28/78

Mr. ALLISON T. WILSON, also known as Al Wilson,
P. O. Box 23 (Highway 17 South), Reform, Alabama, after 
having been advised of the identity of the interviewing 
Agent and the nature of the inquiry, volunteered the 
following information:

Mr. WILSON stated that his only brother, BURGESS
AUDIE WILSON, has, for the past 20 years, been a confirmed 
liar and alcoholic. Mr. WILSON stated his brother has 
been unable to adjust to normal society after his discharge 
from the U. S. Air Force, after spending 14 years therein. 
Mr. WILSON stated that his brother, for two years, upon 
being discharged from the Air Force, became an ordained 
minister. He practiced this profession for approximately 
two years and thereafter engaged in various occupations, 
including running a jewelry store in Grandview, Missouri 
and was so employed on April 4, 1968. Mr. WILSON stated 
his brother was married to BETTY WADE at this time. He 
stated Mrs. WADE lives with her husband, W. K. WADE, at 
233 Smith Street, Burleson, Texas. Mr. WILSON stated 
his brother's son, STEVE WILSON, resides at 117 Livingston, 
Ft. Worth, Texas, and his daughter, Mrs. CHARLES (DEBBIE) 
JONES, resides at 2628 Newburg Road, Trailer 106, 
Belvidere, Illinois. Each of these three individuals 
would most likely have knowledge of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON's 
exact location on April 4, 1968.

Mr. WILSON stated that as an example of his 
brother's propensity to tell untruths, this past week, 
his brother called his sister, LYDIA McGAHA, in Columbus, 
Mississippi. He told her that he (ALLISON T. WILSON) had 
had a severe heart attack and was about to die. Mr. WILSON 
stated his sister called him and was very upset. He told

8/19/78 Reform, Alabama BH 44-1740
f on____________________________________ otr File #

SA THOMAS MAC GIBBS:bkc • 8/23/78

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency 
it and its contents ore not Io be distributed outside your agency.
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her he had not had a heart attack, and she should have 
known better than to pay any attention to information 
furnished by BURGESS AUDIE WILSON. Mr. WILSON stated 
his brother had, on one occasion, confessed to a crime
he did not commit in New Brownsville, Texas, 
stated he could not recall the date and crime 
against his brother; however, he knows he was

Mr. WILSON stated his brother tells 
he is a retired colonel from the military and

Mr. WILSON 
charged

everyone
is a Vietnam

veteran. Mr. WILSON further stated, the family had recently 
sold their father’s house and divided the proceeds. BURGESS 
AUDIE WILSON received a check for $2,075 and ALLISON T. WILSON 
feels that his brother, at the present time, is on an 
extended "toot".

Mr. WILSON stated that his brother, until 
approximately one year ago, was operating a jewelry store 
in Mississippi. He closed this store, and no one heard 
from him for approximately three or four weeks. Mr. WILSON 
stated that this is the general pattern of his brother’s 
actions over the past 20 years. When things are not going 
well, he just walks off, leaves them and goes on an extended 
drunk. He recalls that on one occasion, he received a 
telephone call from his brother who told him he had just 
been elected mayor of Grandview, Missouri. Mr. WILSON 
stated his brother is quite persuasive in these matters. 
He recalls on this occasion, he had his wife, BETTY, 
come on the telephone to confirm the fact that he had been 
elected mayor of Grandview. Mr. WILSON stated his brother, 
in his opinion, is not capable of committing a crime of 
violence. He recalled that when they were in school, 
his brother would get into an argument with one of their 
friends. His brother would then come to him and tell him 
that this individual had made uncomplementary remarks
concerning him in order for him, ALLISON T. 
engage in a fist fight. By doing this, his 
would accomplish his purpose without having 
the individual in any physical contact.

WILSON, to 
brother 
to engage

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dote of transcription, 8/28/78

Mr. ALLISON T. WILSON, also known as Al Wilson, 
P. 0. Box 23 (Highway 17 South), Reform, Alabama, after 
having been advised of the identity of the interviewing 
Agent and the nature of the inquiry, volunteered the 
following information:

Mr. WILSON stated that his only brother, BURGESS 
AUDIE WILSON, has, for the past 20 years, been a confirmed 
liar and alcoholic. Mr. WILSON stated his brother has 
been unable to adjust to normal society after his discharge
from the U. S. Air Force, after spending 14 
Mr. WILSON stated that his brother, for two 
being discharged from the Air Force, became 
minister. He practiced this profession for 
two years and thereafter engaged in various

years therein, 
years, upon 
an ordained 
approximately 
occupations,

including running a jewelry store in Grandview, Missouri 
and was so employed on April 4, 1968. Mr. WILSON stated 
his brother was married to BETTY WADE at this time. He 
stated Mrs. WADE lives with her husband, W. K. WADE, at 
233 Smith Street, Burleson, Texas. Mr. WILSON stated 
his brother's son, STEVE WILSON, resides at 117 Livingston
Ft. Worth, Texas, and his daughter, 
JONES, resides at 2628 Newburg Road 
Belvidere, Illinois. Each of these 
would mo,st likely have knowledge of 
exact location on April 4, 1968.

Mrs. CHARLES (DEBBIE) 
Trailer 106, 

three individuals 
BURGESS AUDIE WILSON's

Mr. WILSON stated that as an example of his
brother's propensity to tell untruths, this past week, 
his brother called his sister, LYDIA McGAHA, in Columbus, 
Mississippi. He told her that he (ALLISON T. WILSON) had 
had a severe heart attack and was about to die. Mr. WILSON 
stated his sister called him and was very upset. He told

Interviewed on.
8/19/78 Reform, Alabama Fi„. BH 44-1740-//5^

by
SA THOMAS MAC GIBB •kc

Date dictated, 8/23/78

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
il and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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her he had not had a 
known better than to 
furnished by BURGESS

heart attack, and she should have 
pay any attention to information
AUDIE WILSON.

his brother had, on one occasion
Mr. WILSON stated 

confessed to a crime
he did not commit in New Brownsville, Texas Mr. WILSON
stated he could not recall the date and crime charged 
against his brother; however, he knows he was in jail.

Mr. WILSON stated his brother tells everyone 
he is a retired colonel from the military and is a Vietnam 
veteran. Mr. WILSON further stated the family had recently 
sold their father's house and divided the proceeds. BURGESS 
AUDIE WILSON received a check for $2,075 and ALLISON T. WILSON 
feels that his brother, at the present time, is on an 
extended "toot".

Mr. WILSON stated that his brother, until 
approximately one year ago, was operating a jewelry store 
in Mississippi. He closed this store, and no one heard 
from him for approximately three or four weeks. Mr. WILSON 
stated that this is the general pattern of his brother's 
actions over the past 20 years. W^etf filings are not going 
well, he just walks off, leaves thA^^^oes on an extended 
drunk. He recalls that on one occasion,-*^ received a 
telephone call from his brother who told him he had just 
been elected mayor of Grandview, Missouri. Mr. WILSON 
stated his brother is quite persuasive in these matters. 
He recalls on this occasion, he had his wife, BETTY, 
come on the telephone to confirm the fact that he had been 
elected mayor of Grandview. Mr* WILSON stated his brother, 
in his opinion, is not capable of committing a crime of 
violence. He recalled that when they were in school, 
his brother would get into an argument with one of their 
friends. His brother would then come to him and tell him 
that this individual had made uncomplementary remarks
concerning him in order for him, ALLISON T. 
engage in a fist fight. By doing this, his 
would accomplish his purpose without having 
the individual in any physical contact.

WILSON to
brother 
to engage
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription, 8/28/78

Mr. ALLISON T. WILSON, also known as Al Wilson,
P. O. Box 23 (Highway 17 South), Reform, Alabama, after 
having been advised of the identity of the interviewing 
Agent and the nature of the inquiry, volunteered the 
following infoxmation:

Mr. WILSON stated that his only brother, BURGESS
AUDIE WILSON, has, for the past 20 years, been a confirmed 
liar and alcoholic. Mr. WILSON stated his brother has 
been unable to adjust to normal society after his discharge 
from the U. S. Air Force, after spending 14 years therein. 
Mr. WILSON stated that his brother, for two years, upon 
being discharged from the Air Force, became an ordained 
minister. He practiced this profession for approximately 
two years and thereafter engaged in various occupations, 
including running a jewelry store in Grandview, Missouri 
and was so employed on April 4, 1968. Mr. WILSON stated 
his brother was married to BETTY WADE at this time. He 
stated Mrs. WADE lives with her husband, W. K. WADE, at 
233 Smith Street, Burleson, Texas. Mr. WILSON stated 
his brother’s son, STEVE WILSON, resides at 117 Livingston, 
Ft. Worth, Texas, and his daughter, Mrs. CHARLES (DEBBIE) 
JONES, resides at 2628 Newburg Road, Trailer 106, 
Belvidere, Illinois. Each of these three individuals 
would most likely have knowledge of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON’s 
exact location on April 4, 1968.

Mr. WILSON stated that as an example of his 
brother's propensity to tell untruths, this past week, 
his brother called his sister, LYDIA McGAHA, in Columbus, 
Mississippi. He told her that he (ALLISON T. WILSON) had 
had a severe heart attack and was about to die. Mr. WILSON 
stated his sister called him and was very upset. He told

Interviewed on,
8/19/78 Reform, Alabama

SA THOMAS MAC GIBBS:bkc
Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Il is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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her he had not had a 
known better than to 
furnished by BURGESS

heart attack, and she should have 
pay any attention to information 
AUDIE WILSON. Mr. WILSON Stated

his brother had, on one occasion, confessed to a crime
he did not commit in New Brownsville, Texas, 
stated he could not recall the date and crime 
against his brother; however, he knows he was

Mr. WILSON 
charged

Mr. WILSON stated his brother tells 
he is a retired colonel from the military and

everyone 
is a Vietnam

veteran. Mr. WILSON further stated the family had recently 
sold their father's house and divided the proceeds. BURGESS 
AUDIE WILSON received a check for $2,075 and ALLISON T. WILSON 
feels that his brother, at the present time, is oh an 
extended "toot".

Mr. WILSON stated that his brother, until 
approximately one year ago, was operating a jewelry store 
in Mississippi. He closed this store, and no one heard 
from him for approximately three or four weeks. Mr. WILSON 
stated that this is the general pattern of his brother's 
actions over the past 20 years. When things are not going 
well, he just walks off, leaves them and goes on an extended 
drunk. He recalls that on one occasion, he received a 
telephone call from his brother who told him he had just 
been elected mayor of Grandview, Missouri. Mr. WILSON 
stated his brother is quite persuasive in these matters. 
He recalls on this occasion, he had his wife, BETTY, 
come on the telephone to confirm the fact that he had been 
elected mayor of Grandview. Mr. WILSON stated his brother, 
in his opinion, is not capable of committing a crime of 
violence. He recalled that when they were in school, 
his brother would get into an argument with one of their 
friends. His brother would then come to him and tell him 
that this individual had made uncomplementary remarks
concerning him in order for him, ALLISON T. 
engage in a fist fight. By doing this, his 
would accomplish his purpose without having 
the individual in any physical contact.

WILSON, to 
brother 
to engage
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Informatio

Oral ly

erning

RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES

By Telephone Written Communication

Information furnished from File, Serial, and Page

Information furnished was obtained:

mber:

during course of Bureau investigation

I I from informants

I I from complainants or other sources

Information furnished

NumWr of items dis

Remarks:

WAL!
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TRANSMIT VIA: __ AIRTEL

PRECEDENCE:

CLASSIFICATION: DATE:_ 10/2/78

To: SACS

Dallas 
Houston 
Jackson

(44-2649) 
(44-1509) 
(62-544)

Kansas City (44-760) 
Memphis (44-1987 sub M) 
Oklahoma City (44-686)
Pittsburgh
San 
St.

Antonio
(44-1572)
(44-1242)

Louis (44-775)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

g 
5 «
s
(x. 
a

•S

MURKIN

have been

RE: ALLEGATION BY BURGESS AUDIE W SON

Copies of all reports from r pient offices 
received and have been forwarded to the

Department.

Based on the extensive investigation_conducted 
re this Burgess Audie Wilson allegation including the 
fact investigation determined he did not have access to the 
airplane in April of 1968, nor to a vehicle in Missouri 
as he claimed, the Department requested no further 
investigation re the Wilson allegation.

Promptly report any additional information to 
FBIHQ volunteered re the Wilson allegation; however, 
conduct no active investigation unless instructed by 
FBIHQ as directed by the Department.

(Do not type below this line.)

DEXEDSEARCHED.!
SERIALIZED^-

OCT 41978
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FD-350 (Rev. 10-19-77)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

- FBI Not “Guilty?” :
The House assassinations committee has come up with a yes-but 

verdict on the Federal Bureau of Investigation regarding accusa- : 
tions made against the agency in the murder of Dr. Martin Luther 
King. The committee says the FBI had no direct part in the slaying.

: But the verdict has been softened somewhat to mollify those in
■ the black community who have unequivocally accused the FBI of 

having a part in the assassination.
’ Now the committee wants to know the answers to three other 

questions: . :
6 Did the FBI’s effort to discredit King result in his being in 

Memphis at the time he was assassinated?

@ Did the FBI, through other black activists, foment the vio­
lence which made a second King appearance there necessary?

© Did the FBI have foreknowledge of the assassination on which 
it did not act? ,

"It is obvious that if the answer to any one of these questions is 
; found to be yes, then the FBI is guilty, guilty of something — bad 

judgment, imperfect perception, etc.—but guilty.

But Americans, if they had any doubts, can now put them to 
rest. No, the FBI did not have a contract on Dr. King, did not pay 
activists to disrupt the King-led demonstrations, did not lure him 

; back to Memphis so that he could be murdered and did not, at the 
! time, know who did. . :

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
Editorial Page 
The Birmingham News 
Birmingham, Ala.

Date:
Edition:

11-24-78

Title: MURKIN

Character:
or BH 44-1740

Classification:
Submitting Office: BH

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI

(PRIORITY)

BT

UNCLAS

MURKIN

SHELBY COUNTY JAIL.

AT THE TIME OF HIS ARREST DAVIS HAD IN HIS POSSESSION

OF THE INFORMATION IS CRITICAL OF FEDERAL AGENCIES AND

DISCUSSES DAVIS' THEORY CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF

Approved:
(Time)

PRECEDENCE:TRANSMIT VIA:

BH
LB:dgs

JR.MARTIN LUTHER KING

CIA MUCH

CLASSIFICATION:

TOP SECRET
SECRET
CONFIDENTIAL

UNCLAS E F T 0
UNCLAS

Ob ITransmitted
(Number)

| FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-78)

n Teletype
I | Facsimile

j~~~| Immediate
□ Priority

| | Routine

Date 3/14/80

FM BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

RE BIRMINGHAM TEL,

ON MARCH 13, 1980,

MAY 31, 1977.

DEPUTY REID SMITH, SHELBY COUNTY

SHERIFF'S OFFICE, COLUMBIANA, ALABAMA, ADVISED THAT MORRIS

0. DAVIS (FORMER BIRMINGHAM 1079-PCI) WAS ARRESTED ON MARCH

12, 1980, FOR DRUG POSSESSION AND IS INCARCERATED IN THE

HUNDREDS OF PAGES OF HANDWRITTEN NOTES DISCUSSING THE FBI,

DEA, THE KING ASSASSINATION AND OTHER MATTERS.

-iW®
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FBI

TRANSMIT VIA:

I I Teletype
I | Facsimile

PRECEDENCE:
| | Immediate
| | Priority
| | Routine

CLASSIFICATION:

□ TOP SECRET
□ SECRET
□ CONFIDENTIAL

□ UNCLAS E F T 0
□ UNCLAS

Date

PAGE TWO BH 44-1740 UNCLAS

DAVIS' THEORY HAS BEEN FURNISHED PREVIOUSLY TO

FBIHQ, THE LAST BEING BIRMINGHAM AIRTEL AND LHM DATED 

DECEMBER 15, 1976, ENTITLED, "ASSASSINATION OF

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; CIVIL RIGHTS". ALSO, DAVIS

WAS INTERVIEWED BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE HOUSE ASSASSINATION 

COMMITTEE DURING 1977.

BIRMINGHAM IS TAKING NO FURTHER ACTION REGARDING THIS 

MATTER AND THE ABOVE IS FURNISHED FOR INFORMATION IN THE 

EVENT PRESS INQUIRIES ARE RECEIVED CONCERNING THE DOCUMENTS 

WHICH APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY DAVIS. 

BT

Approved:  Transmitted Per-------------------------
(Number) (Time)

FBI/DOJ
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Memorandum

To

From

Subject :

three

DIRECTOR, FBI Date July 23, 19 82

SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING-VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY
00: MEMPHIS

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
copies of a letterhead memorandum containing

investigation by the Birmingham Office. Enclosed for 
the information Of the Atlanta, Memphis, Mobile and 
WFO Offices are two copies of an LHM containing results 
of investigation by the Birmingham Office.

ADMINISTRATIVE

The Birmingham Office is not interviewing
PAUL BERNARD MARLER in connection with this 
due to his mental incompetency and he is an

2-Bureau (.44-38861) 
2-Atlanta (44-2386) 
2-Memphis (44-1987) 
2-Mobile (157-2627)

’ 2-WFO
^Birmingham

(Enc. 2)

(11)

matter 
alcoholic.

(Enc. 
(Enc. 
(Enc. 
(Enc.

4)
2)
2)
2)

SEARCHED——-INDEXED
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