U.S. Departmen&]usﬁee

Federal Bureau of Investigation

In Reply, Please Refer to ‘ o B;eringham, Alabama 35203
File No. July 23, 1982

JAMES EARL RAY;

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING-VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY

Captain E. Robins, Jefferson County Sheriff's
Office, Fairfield, Alabama, advised Paul Bernard Marler .
had telephonically contacted the Sheriff's Office in Bessemer,
Alabama, and stated James Earl Ray did not kill Martin
Luther King. Captain Robins advised this conversation
‘'was taped and he will make a copy of the tape available
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1
Date of transcrlptlc;h Ju_l y_ 2 3 , 1982

CAPT. E. ROBINS, Jefferson County Sheriff's
Office, made available a tape of a telephone conversation
on July 11, 1982, by PAUL BERNARD MARLER, the transcripts
of which is attached. JER .

tnvestigation on 7/15/82 at __Ea.i:cfield.,._A.La.b.a.ma__Fue «_BH 44-1740

SA PETER JOHN BODKIN: mjl " pate aictatea__7/19/82
2

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FB8I1. It is the property of the FB! and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

FB1/D0J
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Testing 1,‘ 3. Testing 1, 2, 3. ‘

“Unknown Female Sheriff's bffice
(UF)

MARLER Sheriff's Office in Jefferson County?
UF _ Yes sir. |
(unintelligible)
Okay.
My name is PAUL, P A U L BERNARD MARLER.
What is it? 1Is it PAUL or de?
PAUL, P A U L.
Okay.
BERNARD MARLER, M A RLE R.
MARLE R? ,
Yes ma'am.
Okay.
U'm up in Calhoun County.
Calhoun? |
C;lhoun County.
Okay;

I'm a white male. I's born I'm sorry

. I'm calling in reference to JAMES EARL

RAY.

-JAMES EARL RAY?

Right.

Okay. What, what about.JAMES EARL RAY?
He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING.

He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING?
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No ma'am we did it.

You did. Who, who”was you besides....

LEO DENHAM,

LEO DUNHAM?

LEO...DNH,...D ENH A M.

DUNH...

DN....DUN....

DU N...

....§: A M. DENHAM

...HAM. D ENH A M.

Right. LEO fired the shot. JAMES RAY was a punk.

He never shot anybody. He ain't never beeé that brave.
Okay...have you, have you called the police department
to investigate? T

I've called the "Washington Post." I had called, I have’
talked with the warden in Tennessee...Warden DAVIS and
you can call that okay ahd verify it.

Did they tell you to call us or.i..

No, no.

I just don't think I'm gon be here that long. I just’

"want, I just don't want JAMES RAY to die for something
that he didn't do. Now he might be, they might lock
him up forever I don't know. That's up to JAMES you
know. JAMES was, he was, uh, he was, he was a nitty,"
he was a punk anyway. But JAMES didn't kill that .
nigger. I didn't mean to say that. JAMES RAY didn}i
kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. We did.

You, you and this LEO D E N H A M.

LEO killed him. I didﬁ't_kill him, but I was there;

and that makes me a part of it. Right?
4
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® | L
Yes sir. What, what, you live in Calhoun County?
I just gave you that.
What's your, uh, what's your address?
716 Eaét 10th Street and I'm at 238...seventeen,
seventy-seven.
238....seventeen, seventy-sgyen?
Yes ma'am. %
And your address was seven sixteen?
I whatn't involved in it. I saw it.
Do you know where he is now?
Yes I dé. '

Where is he?

g

- I'll talk to you ébout that later. ,

Okay.

I had nothing to do with it, uh, well maybe I did.
Maybe I had something to do with it because I didn't
come forth earlier you know;...

Yeah.

....t0o say what I had to say. But I saw the man, I
wasn't involved in it. I didn't shoot at anybody,
but I saw the man that shot MARTIN LUTHER KING.

Ang you've already....

Yes I did.

You'vé already called the police department and
investigated him.

I've already called "Washington Post."

And what did they tell you?

I don't know what they told me.
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I've called you. 1I've called Mobile. 1I've called
Atlanta. 1I've called Memphis. I've called and talked
to this judge, uh..;,I've talked to, uh, Warden DAVIS
at the‘peniténtiary in»Teﬁﬁessee. I've done already
talked to him.

Well okay. Well I....

Lady, I'm blind and I don!t know how long I'm gon

live. But I'm gbn tell you..;that man did not kill
MARTIN LUTHER KING. They've got the wrong man.
Well okay. I got the situation and I'll, (ﬁnintelligible).
I'll pass it on.

I appreciate it.

Okay.

Wait...are you in Bessemer?

Yes sir.

Well that's where it came from. Now let me
something else.

Where what came from?

Where information came from.

Are you in Bessemer?

. That's where it all came from in Bessemer, Homewood
right? Now and do you know the man...are you still on?
Yéé I'm (unintelligible) |
Okay you know they said the man, the gun that killed
KING came from Homewood whatever right. That Woods boy.
I hope you're getting all this down. There was Wodsé
boy that sold him my gun. You see lady....

Uh huh.

I'm the man that brought the gun.

6
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You bought the gun?

Now then...

What kind of gun was it?

That wasn't the only...now wait a minute. That's;
that's where everybody got screwed up. How many guns
were there was bought? 'You{don't know that do you?
No sir, (unintelligible) ) :

The law don't even know it.

I'm not up on, on, uh, the killing.

Okay, yeah...well butvit was, uh, it was, uh, it was
a tragié thing right.; But you got the wrong man.
There was more guns bought that day than what the law
knows about. Oka&.... Will you hayg“him to

- call me if you don't mind. -

Who do you want to call you?

The police. |

You want a sergeant to télk.to you?

Yeah.

Okay. Hbld on just.a second.

Now wait....

"Hello.

Sir....

Hello.

Sir didn't you want to talk to a sergeant?

Sir...Mr. MARLER....Hello....I guess he's hung up.
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Birmingham, Alabsma
December 5, 1979 '

RICK TOWNSLEY; -

|

. RALPH : .
JERRY CARR ' '
OFFICERS, ANHISTON POLICE DEPABTMENT

- CECIL BLOSTER FIREMAN,
ARNISTON FIRE DEPARTEENT

- ARNISTON,

_PAUL BERNARD
"DUKE" MARL
CIVIL RI

On November 19, 1979, Paul Bernard Marler, 716.
East 10th. Street, Anniston, Alabama, telephonically con-’
tacted the Washington, D.C. office of the Federal Bureau’
of Investigation at which time he related the following '

R " In September or October 1970, be and his brothe
were arrested at the VFW Hall in Anniston, Alabama, follow~
ing a fight resulting from drinks. His brother, when put.
in jail, was beatenly the officers. This is not a racial -
matter as the police officers and his brother were white.

On June 15, 1979, Paul Bernard Harler appeared.-
at the Anniston, Alabama, Resident Agency, obviously under
the influence of either alcohol or narcotics. Throughout -
the interview, Marler would doze off or begin crying un- .
explainably. Marler complained that in 1970 he and his
brother, '"Duke", had gone to the VF¥ Club in Anniston to
pay their dues. Vhile there, they began to drimnk and trouble
broke out between them and some of the patrons or bartenders
at the club. Marler stated that seeing his brother in a
fight with several other individuals, he then broke a

: bottle and came to his brother's assistance. Marler stated

This document contains neither recommendations nor con-
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is

loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not tosg'. -
distributed outside your agency. T

8

-
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i i _
“and under the influence of drugs tor which ‘he hag a doctor 8.
. prescription.”’ In addition,-he currently is an outpatient:

in the Yeteran's Administration Hospital tor nentnl 1ncompe-
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FD-302 (REV. 3-8-77) ( i

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
1

Date of transcription JUly 23, 1982

CAPT. E. ROBINS, Jefferson County Sheriff's
Office, made available a tape of a telephone conversation
on July 11, 1982, by PAUL BERNARD MARLER, the transcripts
of which is attached. .

Investigation on 2/15/82 at i i File»_BH 44-1740 /‘24 é’S

SA PETER JOHN BODKIN:gqu  bate dictatea____1/19/82

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBI and is ioaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
FBI/DOJ
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Q

Testing 1, 2, 3. Testing 1, 2,

Unknown Female Sheriff's Office
(UF)

MARLER Sheriff's Office in Jefferson County?
UF Yes sir.
MARLER (unintelligible)
UF Okay.
My name is PAUL, P A U L BERNARD MARLER.
What is it? 1Is it PAUL or POL?
PAUL, P A U L.
Okay.
BERNARD MARLER, M A R L E R.
MARLER?
Yes ma'am.
Okay.
U'm up in Calhoun County.
Calhoun?
Calhoun County.

Okay.

I'm a white male. I's born I'm sorry

I'm calling in reference to JAMES EARL

RAY.

JAMES EARL RAY?

Right.

Okay. What, what about JAMES EARL RAY?
He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING.

He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING?
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No ma'am we did it.
You did. Who, who was you besides....
LEO DENHAM.
UF LEO DUNHAM?
MARLER L EO...DNH...D ENH A M.
UF DUNH...
DN....DUN....
D U N...
....0 AM, DENHAM

...HAM. D E N H A M.

Right. LEO fired the shot. JAMES RAY was a punk.

He never shot anybody. He ain't never been that brave.
Okay...have you, have you called the police department
to investigate?

MARLER I've called the "Washington Post." I had called, I have
talked with the warden in Tennessee...Warden DAVIS and
you can call that okay and verify it.

Did they tell you to call us or....

No, no.

I just don't think I'm gon be here that long. I just
want, I just don't want JAMES RAY to die for something
that he didn't do. Now he might be, they might lock
him up forever I don't know. That's up to JAMES vyou
know. JAMES was, he was, uh, he was, he was a nitty,
he was a punk anyway. But JAMES didn't kill that
nigger. I didn't mean to say that. JAMES RAY didn't
kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. We did.

You, you and this LEO D E N H A M.

LEO killed him. I didn't kill him, but I was there;

and that makes me a part of it. Right?
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Yes sir. What, what, you live in Calhoun County?
I just gave you that.

What's your, uh, what's your address?

716 East 10th Street and I'm at 238...seventeen,
seventy-seven.

238....seventeen, seventy-seven?

Yes ma'am.

And your address was seven sixteen?

I whatn't involved in it. I saw it.

UF Do you know where he is now?

MARLER Yes I do.

UF Where is he?
I'll talk to you about that later.
Okay.
I had nothing to do with it, uh, well maybe I did.
Maybe I had something to do with it because I didn't
come forth earlier you know....
Yeah.
....to say what I had to say. But I saw the man, I
wasn't involved in it. I didn't shoot at anybody,
but I saw the man that shot MARTIN LUTHER KING.
And you've already....
Yes I did.
You've already called the police department and
investigated him.
I've already called "Washington Post."
And what did they tell you?

I don't know what they told me.
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UFr

MARLER

UF

I've called you. I've called Mobile. 1I've called
Atlanta. I've called Memphis. I've called and talked
to this judge, uh....I've talked to, uh, Warden DAVIS
at the penitentiary in Tennessee. I've done already
talked to him.

Well okay. Well I....

Lady, I'm blind and I don't know how long I'm gon

live. But I'm gon tell you...that man did not kill

MARTIN LUTHER KING. They've got the wrong man.

Well okay. I got the situation and I'll, (unintelligible).
I'll pass it on.

I appreciate it.

Okay.

Wait...are you in Bessemer?

Yes sir.

Well that's where it came from. Now let me tell you
something else,.

Where what came from?

Where information came from.

Are you in Bessemer?

That's where it all came from in Bessemer, Homewood
right? Now and do you know the man...are you still on?
Yes I'm (unintelligible)

Okay you know they said the man, the gun that killed
KING came from Homewood Wwhatever right. That Woods boy.
I hope you're getting all this down. There was WOODS
boy that sold him my gun. You see lady....

Uh huh.

I'm the man that brought the gun.
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You bought the gun?

Now then...

What kind of gun was it?

That wasn't the only...now wait a minute. That's,
that's where everybody got screwed up. How many guns
were there was bought? You don't know that do you?
No sir, (unintelligible)

The law don't even know it.

I'm not up on, on, uh, the killing.

Okay, yeah...well but it was, uh, it was, uh, it was
a tragic thing right. But you got the wrong man.

There was more guns bought that day than what the law

knows about. Okay.... Will you have him to

call me if you don't mind.

Who do you want to call you?

The police.

You want a sergeant to talk to you?
Yeah.

Okay. Hold on just a second.

Now wait....

Hello.

Sir....

Hello.

Sir didn't you want to talk to a sergeant?

Sir...Mr. MARLER....Hello....I guess he's hung up.
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Birmingham, Alabama
December 5, 1979

RICK TOWNSLEY;
TERRY WALTERS;
RALPH TURNER:
JERRY CARR
OFFICERS, /ANNISTON POLICE DEPARTMENT;
~ CECIL BLOSTER, FIREMAN, v
ANNISTON FIRE DEPARTMENT,
ANNISTON, ALABAMA;"
'PAUL BERNARD ER - VICTIM
"DUKE" MAR -~ VICTIM
CIVIL RI iy

On November 192, 19279, Paul Bernard Marler, 716
East 10th Street, Anniston, Alabama, telephonically con~
tacted the Washington, D.C. office of the Federal Bureau '
of Investigation at which time he related the following‘jff

- In September or October 1970. he and his brother
were arrested at the VFW Hall in Anniston, Alabama, follow-
ing a fight resulting from drinks. His brother, whan put
in jail, was beatenly the officers. This is not a racial
matter as the police officers and his brother were white.

On June 15, 1979, Paul Bernard Marler appeared
at the Anniston, Alabama, Resident Agency, obviously under
the influence of either alcohol or narcotics. Throughout
the interview, Marler would doze off or begin crying un-
explainably. Marler complained that in 1970 he and his
brother, ''Duke", had gone to the VFW Club in Anniston to
pay their dues. ¥While there, they began to drink and trouble
broke out between them and some of the patrons or bartenders
at the club. Marler stated that seeing his brother in a
fight with several other individuals, he then broke a
bottle and came to his brother s assistance. UMarler stated

Lo o geS

This document contains peither recommendations nor con-
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the ¥BI and is

loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not t04b A AL
distributed outside your agency. o
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; -is now: télling the FBI and tha
sworn out for the otticers 1mmed

Alated ‘the ‘above facts and.when asked why he: had not;bome
ﬁﬁto the FBIL. earligr,,

- in conversation, -
}l'and»under the influence of drugs for which he has a doctor' 8.
;fprescription.h In addition, he currently is an outpatient
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itr would be :lmpossible

atatement to be taken ‘by the FBI, but 1z hecﬁesirecl,»fhe
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FD-491 (Rev. 4-21-80) .

Memorandum

: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) Date 6/8/89

: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)

ERHRUC

Subject : MURKIN; ] File Destruction Program
CR

(Title)

Enclosed are 2 items.
These items are forwarded your office since:

(] All logical investigation completed in this Division
XX You were OO at the time our case was RUC’d.

Enclosures are described as follows:

Items identified as 1B2 and 1B3

TO MEMPHIS VIA REGISTERED MAIL # R2092909@1§0/§/;;¥{

6/8/89

Y -y 740-22 L0
2%‘&?%2%&3%21@‘
2 - MEMPHIS (44-1987)

BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) © JUN 81089

- GHAM
Enc. (2) FBI — BIRMIN

i

NOTE: DO NOT BLOCK STAMP ORIGINAL ENCLUSURES.

Mepse

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION .

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GuU v ERNMENT
Memorandum

FILE 44-1740 DATE: g /9 /68

SAC, BIRMINGHAM

SUBJECT: MURKIN

BOB WOOD, owner, Aero Marine Supply Company, now
subscribes tgQ.unlisted €lephone number 833-.2464. He changed
his number because of threatening calls. Anyone desiring to
contact WOOD after businesshours must utilize this number,

MAINTAIN AS TOP SERIAL IN 44-1740,

@fﬁ/yw Y-y 7 EP gee %,,/0515/%%:—
ﬁ#u,d sLz0-67 Aﬁ%/@p PO7, T

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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File - Serial Charge Out
FD-5 (Rev. 6-17-70)

v .
File &/ / ’7 \/a
Class. Case No. Last Serial
[ ] Pending [ Closed

Description of Serial

Date
Serial No.

Charged -

T3 2042

s/ 41

S A

Employee

RECHARGE

Initials of
Clerk

Date charged

Employee

Location

FB1/DOJ
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