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~Accidental ovianted9

ﬂuswe Gaﬁt left Weh

oi confusing evidence

8Y TOM LANKFORD
News staff writer

%n.ue facts have emerged |

- .%at the mystery man sought
‘s Birmingham for question-
n the murder of Martin

ser King Jr.,, but the
r.ajor fact is he left few clues

SCESE

and much confusion.

Known as Eric Starvo Galt )

Jome__agddress “tiiknown,

ne suspect was sought by |

. FBI agents days before his |

!

“N66 white Mustang was found ’
<nandoned in Atlanta late i
Tnursday. i

In Birmingham, the FBI f
still had no comment on the
investigation.

= ISR e =4

The New York Daily News .
repoxted today it had I learned
that the FBI defmﬂéI-Tlad-

established the white Mustang
abandoned in Atlanta was the

same car seen driving away .

from the murder scene after
the assassination.

The Daily News said wit-

P

i

nesses in Memphis gave inve- :
. stigators the license number
" of the car. It quoted unnamed .
ources as saying the plate-

aumbers matched those of the
car found in Atlanta.

A WITNESS who saw the
sniper flee, earlier had said
the car bore an Arkansas car
tag. Arkansas tags have red
numbers over white and Ala-

bama tags have white num...

bers over red.

Galt gave his eccupation in -
Birmingham as an unemploy-
ed merchant seaman, but re-
cords reveal ne seasman’s pa-

| persTissied under that name.

-rooming house denied Galt i
: ever roomed there,

(

<He. established @n_credit, in
Birmingham, had no known
job, and maintained only a .
safe deposit box at a local
bank.

When he paid cash for the
used Mustang last August to |
an employe of a lumber !
company here, Galt said he -
was divorced and lived in a .
Southside rooming house,

THE MANAGER of that :

Officials of the bank .in
Birmingham said Galt had aj
safe deposit box but no check- .
ing or savings account. The:
box rent expired last Decem-
ber and was not renewed.

The man was not included
in Alabama’s birth records ;
and has no record of military |
service with the Veterans
Affairs Office.,

MEANWHILE, Atty. Gen. |
Ramsey Clark said FBI|
- agents have uncovers Ve?y |

supstangal" physxcal exxd_em;e
as they pursue leads in the
case.

“The FBI is devoting every
possible resource to this m-'
vestigation,” Clark  said. &
“While it remains impossible
to predict when the killer will
be arrested, I remain hopeful
that it will be soon.” i

The search for the assassin !
has spread hundreds of miles
from Memphis where the slay-

involves thousands of inve-
stigators.

Newsmen in New Orleans,
Mobile, - Miami, Memphis,
Av@iita=end in Birfiingnam

¢ communal

seekmg to question  person
who ‘might have mﬁn?maitﬁ)%
about the case are told re-
atedly: “The FBI has_ai- .
| ready bheen here.” ===
IN BIRMINGHAM, the fed-

. eval agents have sWorHi- ach

person they question to secre-

Charles Stevens, a roomer
at the Memphis house from

- which the fatal shot was fired,
" said FBI agents had shown

him two composite drawings
of the suspected slayer — one

' a partial profile and the other
" a full face view.

Stevens said he could identi- '
fv the narital view, but not-
the full face view. He said he
sow the gunman flee after
hearing a shot fired from a
‘bathroom  next-
deor to his room. .

The bathrcom window af- |

fords a clear view of the:
mg'elbalceny where King -
was standing when shot,

IN WASHINGTON, Rep.”

Charles W. Whalen Jr.,
| R-Ohio, said a welter of:
“premature and contradictory ;
statements” was clouding the
investigation and the efforts
o "apprehend the guilty per--

~son or persons ‘hardly has’

been reassuring fo a tense:
and troubled nation.” B

Galt’s name reached head-
lines Thursday night after the
FBI in Miami issued, then.
later withdrew, a pickup or-
der for the man, who report-

i edly was driving a 1966 white

Mustang with - an Alabama."

"license plate.
ing occurred April 4. The hunt

A car fitting the description -

‘and bearing the same license
‘number as the Miami bulletin
" :was impounded by FBI agents .
‘outside a housmg project in
:mﬁﬁ;hs Sty -
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Sia;ng Probe

The FBI Friday remained quiet in the search for a

.+ .7 who may have established a false identity in Bir-
mingham last year and is now wanted for questioning
. onnection with thé—agath of the Rev. Martin
Luther King.
It was learned that Federal

Bureau of Investigation:

agents have been searching
for Eric Starvo Galt, listed as
‘an unemployed merchant ma-
riner, for almost a week.

A'man using that name
purchased a 1966 Mustang
from an employe of a Bir-
mingham lumber company in
August, - 1967,
license plates and a driver’s
license under the same name.
" However, there are no prior
records of Galt either in the
Birmingham area or the Ala-
bama Capital.

No Birth Record

‘Newsmen learned he was‘

not included in Alab_ ma's
bt~ OFdeath récords and

LS S

secured 1968.

had _no record of_ miita jy
sSTvice with the Veteran's
Affairs Office here.

Nationally, records revealed '

no seaman's papers being
issued under the name.

“UGalt’s’ name reached the’

headlines - Thursday  night
when the FBI in Miami issued
— and later withdrew — a
“Jocate and notify” bulletin
for the man, who supposedly
was driving a 1966 white
Mustang hardtop with an Ala-
bama license plate.

A car fitting the description
and bearing the same license
number contained in the
Miami bulletin was impounded
by Federal agents in Atlanta.
: In Rooming House

In Blrmmgham, e FBI

had preceded newsmen in
questioning all persons known
to have had dealings with
Galt — in a rooming house at
2608 Highland-av, where he
had stayed at one time, at the
office and home of the man
who sold Galt the car, and at
a sporting goods store which
may have sold the gun used in
the killing.
- And all persons who had
contacted the wanted man
said they had been told by the
FBI to discuss the case thh
no one.

"Because of the lack of
records on.  Galt, speculatlon
vda"s“‘mat"?m umdentlfxed man
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had_established an identity
under the assumed name and
left clues pointing to Birming-
ham.,

Paid Cash For Car

it was learned that the man
had purchased the Mustang
with $2000 cash.

:n Washington Atty. Gen.
Ramsey Clark said Friday
:hat “physical evidence is
- ory substantial” in the FBI
investigation of the assassina-
tion of Martin Luther King.

“While it remains impossi-.
ble to predict when the killer
will be arrested, I remain
nopeful that it will be soon,”

Clark said in a seven-line -

statement checked by the
FBI, which has control of the
investigation. »

“The FBI is devoting every
possible resource to this in-

vEsUgEtion,” he said—Agents

are /!yg‘r__lgjng around ‘thig_log k
pursuing every lead.”

Clark refused to talk to
reporters or to read the state-
ment before _television and
radio reporters. His public
xnformation office issued the
si4lement. .

A Justice Dept. spokesman
si+di the statement was issued
ir response to persistent re-
quests - for some comment
itom Clark. Normally, he
said, the policy is to refrain
from making any comment on

FBIInvestigations, . S—==tess
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Death-Probe Continues =~ -

By VINCENT J. BURKE . {
AND ED MEAGHER

The Los Angeles Times |
BIRMiINGHAM - The FBI
has seized the gun sales records
iof the dealer believed to have,
'sold the rifle used to assassinate
‘Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in
{Mempais last Thursday.
. Usin, the rifle’s serial
‘number, the FBI obtained from
(v manufacturer, Remington
Arms _o., of Bridgeport, Conn.,
name of the wholesale
asirisutor and appatently trac-
od the -etailesale to a sporting
.o0ds siwore near the Birming-

ham airpo% } ]
Tne f1:6’s manager told The
-0s Angeles Times Thursday
;.'nat he was first approached by’
‘he FBI agents last Monday,
Jour days after the slaying. !
He said he could not confirm’
or deny that his firm had sold a
ifie of the type used in the .
-iaying because the FBI agents '
1@ taken away the sales
<cords, :

i Tne weapon, left by the
. spected slayer as he fled the
cene of the "assassination, has
i2en  identified by Memphis'
nolice as a Remington 30-.06
pump ritle, with & soope=> |
The dealer said his sale of

e

i

- FBI Takes Sale |
Of Birmingham Gun Firm

ceeds 10 a week:~Spurces close
to the investigation said they
understood that the murder
weapon had been purchased
several days before ‘the
assassination in Memphis.
There were indications that
the interrogation by FBI agents
of the manager and employes of
the sporiing goods store near
the airport here had failed to
identify the purchaser of the ri-
fle. o
One such indication was that
FBI agents /have been ques-

tioning other/ dealers here, The
dealers’ are/ not being asked
whether they sold the rifle.
Instead, they are being asked
whether any customer in the
period preceding the assassina-
tion approached them to inquire
about the known capacity of
rifles of various calibers, the
value of using a scope, and
other such information. !

This line of questioning tended’
to support speculation that:

% — The FBI believes that the
slayer was an amateur, ratherl
than a professional killer,

2 — The FBI believes there is
a chance that the slayer is a
resident of “thé Birmingham
area. . . : TR

rifles of alllz\\gés norimally ex-'

s Records

Instead of using a semj -
automatic Tifle,~ which wouldi
have enabled him to continue
firing had his first shot missed,
the assassin selected a pump
rifle which limited him, in ef-

|fect, to a single shot.

His first shot, fired from a
distance of slightly more than
200 feet, inflicted a fatal wound
on Jr. King. The shot ‘was fired
from a common bathroom of a
seamy rooming house across an
alleyway to the second floor
rmway of a motel where Dr.
King was standing. . |

Had he missed, the Kkiller|
would have had to pull the rifle,
in from the window @mnd pump
another cariridge Mto  the
chamber: ;-7 - o
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C‘ {rmichaels Come

At Kmtfs Blocked

In the eight months I have heen in the
Magic City I have been struck by

carping criticism of Martin Luther King.

on your editorial page, vicious carioons
of him by your Mr. Brooks and frequent

innuendos by your Washington corres-

pondent, James Free,

In view of all this, your statement

“one of the most important leaders in .
America in recent years” is not impres- |

_sive, the less so as it leaves the question
open how you rated this leadership.

In the same editorial .you complain,
'“His techniques of protest . . . courted
violence in the inflamed atmosphere of
‘social revolution in the United States,”
Tkere is the rub. You know very well
“that any protest against injustice is apt
to} cause violence because of the: resigi-
ance of those who benefit from injustice.
'So you- really . blamed. Dr. King for
 having done more than going through
the motions of doing away with injustice.
. Yet, violence can be avoided only by
. justice. If you don’t want the Stokely
. Carmichaels to become the prophets of
" the promised land, you must not block
the Kings in their march to it. I pray
that you gentlemen will examine your
conacnences and  ponder whether you
have done enough to resist the “darker-
"side of the American spirit” which we
have seen so “horribly exemphﬁed in®
‘Memphis. Be 'more diligent
servxce of a progressive South.

A.E. BRETTAUER,
1839 Shades Cnsnw.d :

b_,

in youx‘ -

i RIS
B
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By GAYLORD SHAW.
V:EMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) —
The FBI issued, then withdrew,
a pickup order for Eric Starvo
Galt, a Birmingham, Ala., white
man 55 the widescale investiga-
iion of the assassination of Dr.
Martiin Luiher King Jr., entered
its second week. ‘
Federal agents refused to say

wiy they were seeking Galt.

The builetin distributed on the'
statewide police teletype net-
work in Florida said Galt was
driving a white Mustang. Wit~
nesses in Memphis told investi-
gators earlier they saw a man;
.. & wnite Mustang drive away
fro.a ihe rooming house ffom
which King was shot last Thyirs-
dav night.

At about the same time ‘the
pickup order was sent in Flori-
da, federal agents in Atlanta
i apounded a. white Mustang
tiat had been parked since l'ast

~riday at a public housing proj-
" ect near the Georgia state Capi-
2ol

The message, withdrawn with
the explanation that it was re-
2ased by mistake, described
Gall as a white male, 36 years
o, about” 5-foot-11 and 175

pounds with, blue eyes and
brown hair.

* This rqughly matched the de—

scrip*ion feirculated by federal

aulho m the mght of ng’s

sedy .
‘ Syecxal Agent John Hanlong of
“the Miami FBI office, who with-

‘drew the pickup order about|
four .ours after it was—issued

Wan

Isaid, “I ca: annot comment,”
| When asked for Turitier details.

The Florida teletype message
said Galt was last seen driving
a white 1966 Mustang hardtop,
Alabama license 1-38993. Bir-
mingham police said this tag
had been issued to Eric S. Galt,
2608 Highland Ave., Birming-
ham,

In Atlanta, the residents who
first told police about the aban-
doned white Mustang said the
car bore the same Alabama li-

cense as given out by the FBI}.

and bore two stickers which
said “Tourista.” Earlier reports
indicated the investigation had
spread to Mexico.

“The FBI was all over the
place,” before the car wag im-
pounded, an Atlanta winess
said. He said the vehicle| was
towed away between 5:15 jp.m.
and 5:30 p.m. Thursday—about

the time the Florida teletype|

message was sent:

Witnesses in Memphis who re-
ported seeing a white Mustang
pull away from the rooming
house said the ‘car had a red
and white license plate. - Ala-
bama tags are red and white.

The Birmingham address giv-
en for Galt is a large white two-
story house in what once was an
‘elite residential area. A red
neon sign flashes the word

“rooms,” but a knock on the
door was unanswered,

A Birmingham newspaper,

| the Post-Herald, said residents

of the rooming house confirmed
they had been questioned by the
FBI. It added the residents re-
ported they had not seen Galt
for about three months and
could not recall what type car
he owned, -
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pbreak’ on-weapon ﬁf&i}S,’
to reveal purchaser -

- BY TOM LANKFORD, News staif writer

The killer of Martin Luther King Jr.. may have deliberately left clues leading. to Bir-
mingham after the Memphis slaying of the civil rights leader April 4. ) :

A gun thrown down mysteribusly on a sidewalk after the assassination, ‘a’ white Mustang ,
with a Jefferson County license tag found inAtlanta, and other evidence sent investigators here.L ’

But, according to sources. Director C. W, Russell said |  Gall's Gppiication for a driv-| Memphis_ Chief of Detec-
connected with the investiga- | the records showed that Galt: er’s license listed a Peter j !lves William P. Huston said,
tion, the killer may be a man-‘applied for a duplicate license : Nicholas Cherpes as having ' Fr.ankl_v,. I th'mk . he just
usin'g a fictitious name and a‘March 1 and listed the same’ H'?companied him for the driv- ' \’Hl1lﬁl1ed"1nto thin air at -thai
fabricated past. address, 2608 Highland Ave.,'iilg test Jast September. “location, .

' . | South, in Birmingham. Mr. Cherpes is the manager THE MEMPHIS Commer-

He may have left a trail of |

)

P
i

N “of the rooming house at 2608 cial Appeal reparted that sev-
false clues, pointing mostly t0 | pe yecords . also showed Highland Ave.
Birmingham, to throw off ¢ pe pad held a Louisiana:

; . THF, CAR reportedly had
authorities. : ) _“,driver’s license in 1962. two 1967 Mexican. visa stick-
The first name given to the |

. Galt's birthday' was listed ‘ers on the window. It ‘'was
suspect was , John - Willard. las July 20, 1931. His descrip- those visas that caused a |
That's the name found at the Etion was given as weight 175 resident to call his minister,
grimy, skid-royv rooming Ipounds, height five -feet 11 who in turn notified police.
house in Memphis where the |jrcpes, biue eyes and brown  The FBI. in Birmingham
shot was fired. 'Ihlz\air.th £ Gesmatic break fi-halrefused to comment o]n :}l:e

D THIIE ; e | Anotherf wram: e saving only the
o THURSDA“Y et thg"‘“‘e case that has led “owﬁerﬁ;‘e (:; ' Lc{::l:ars?gveitigat?on.
FBI {"?SUCd a ‘locate S?:r- s a Justice Department offi- i ’
advise 'reques.t for Eric ith 4 sial’s flat statement that .the :
o G.alt, a white man wi }0.06 Remington pump-rifle
BI,?:;Pg;g? .?]?)g;et:s'and ad- vith a telescopic sight h.ai
vise'" request distributed on a 1¢€" traced " by 1its seria

nc

‘releases by .the , Justice,
iDepartment, termed “‘prema-
“ture and unwise,” ‘have caus-
ied chagrin on the part of FBI

It was known, however, st~

, en faked radio messages were

heard on the Memphis police !
radio system just after the
killing, apparently {o confuse '
authorities. . :
I trae, this would indicate a °
conspiracy involving someone .
with an expert knowledge of
radio equipment and a know.
ledge of Memphis police
procedures, op

IN ATLANTA, the Rev/ Ike
Powell, minister of the jnner
CaY Methodist church, said he
to«d police about the abandon-

' in Birming-
statewide police teletype net. 'umber to a store in g
work in Florida said that Galt

lam.

'agents.
| “Mr. Hoover firmly believes
in not commenting while an’

. car,

was driving a white Mustang.” | The weapon has not led {o

Witnesses in. Memphis told pe jgentity of ils purchaser.
investigators earlier that they AUTHORITIES SA;ID it is
saw a man believed to be the Yqcmed the gun was bought
" killer flee the scene in such a pnder a false name.

}
lors and theiv customers ques: ;
j,tioned by the FBI have been'' A

fnvestigation is underway,” a
Washington FBI official
stated, e

P THE JUSTICE DEPART-
ENT has access to secret
!

Numerous gun shop ODEI'a'j?;[les of the FBL -

1 i

It could not be determined
* immediately. if Gall had ever
- lived in this city.

"RECORDS AT the Depart-
ment of Public, Safety in _
Montgomery  showed “that | Ap FBI fircarms specialisf...:
Galt, who listed his occupa- ;it is reported here, -has been

tion as ‘‘merchant marine, 'asking those = questioned if
unemployed,”’ was issued 2 .they remember a man fitting
driver's license last Sept. 6 ‘the description of the sniper. |

k the driving ! . t The binoculars have heen
anG that he took the drivin - FBI agents Taced to a sporting goods -
icst sw-Birmihgham in a 1966 | Late Thursday, FBI ag

tlanta impounded a white jtore in Memphis, about six
Mustang. . ™= Mustang in a housing project Yocks from.the scene.

. parking lot near the Capitol. ' There - are conflicting re-!

"' The license tag number was)orts about how the killer

. -found to be issued to Galt in nade his escape. Some wit-
Birmingham _and.led FBliesses told of a  white

/' agents to a Southside rooming Austang, .- and - others” said -

. house. o here werestwosach cars.

of one dealer have heen
seized, The News learned.- )

: killer _after he ran down T
block from the Lorraine
Hotel, where King lay dying-
) a second-floor balcony.

o4

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

HIGH-POWERED weap- g
sworn to secrecy, and records.on, a pair of binoculars, and a_two-story
t;ag full of clothes and extra :neor
ullets- were ditched by the “R.

f §eckin
a1rs of the rooming house a -th

ed Mustang Thursday morn-
ing, after receiving a call
from a member of his church.

He said the car had two
stickers on ‘ it- which said
Turista. '

“I think the policeman’ said
they were Mexico inspection
stickers,” the minister said.

The Birmingham address
given for Galt is a large white
house with a red
1 sign flashing the word
ooms.!” It caters lo persons -

g low-cost lodging by

e night or week.

| PSS
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. THIS IS AREA NEAR CAPITOL IN ATLANTA _?gHERE §U§PECT’§ CAR WAS FOUND
~ .. . Auto was parked in the empty spacéaving ¢nd of the sxdgwalk in the ioregrqvund /

g =

~ REV. POWELL ‘.
.« « ..Beveried car  /

SKETCH OF SUSPECT IN KING KILLI
++'« By MemphisCommercial Appeal artist
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;F'rom Blrmmgham

K ing Klller Probe Shlﬁs

BYTED BRYANT
Post-Herald City Editor
While the FBI retained fits

clamp on any comment about |
the search for the Rev. Mar- '
tin Luther King’s killer Sun- :
day, the investigation appear-

»d to have shifted outside the
Birmingham area.

And key sources in the case
round Birmingham, particu-

larly those who had contact

with a man known as Eric

Starvo Galt, continued to keep
quiet on orders from the FBI.

, Federal agents in recent
*"days hafe—scuured the lty

showing sketches of a man’s
face and asking about Galt —

but what they learned has.

been kept strictly secret.

A source indicated agents
now may be concentrating
their search on the Mid-West,
but gave no reason for that

 try.

All indications are that a
man spent several months in
Birmingham last Fall estab-
lishing an identity as Galt. A
source confn‘med that FBI _

agents Wrﬁplormg ‘he

likelihood - that Eric Staivo
"/)Galt was an assumed name.
Few Remember Him
Few people here have any
~" recollection of him, and there -
are no records such as birth,

marriage, divorce, credit, for- .
warding ' address, real estate’

and voter lists.

A 26-year-old tile company..
employe who lived in the s
Southside boarding house to
which Galt was traced, was

particular section of the coun- .

¢l d6rit-guess there’s any
' such thing as a typical per-
on,” the roomer was quoted

recall was that Galit’s general
description was brown hair
and blue eyes, about 5, 11, -

Apparently, the person who
knew Galt best was the own-
er-manager of the building,
" Peter N. Cherpes, who refuse$-
to talk on the request of the
FBIL

'

lows:

.+ —An FBI agent in Miami
last Thursday released a‘
bulletin on Galt, . describing.
him as 3 years old, and”

saying he was driving a whnte)‘

1966 Mustang. :
—Also on Thursday njght,*
tile Mustang, bearing Jeffer-:
:sqn County license plates,wvas’
i pounded by agents in°
Atlanta; ~ ;
- —Tracing the license plate,v
newsmen - learned- a  man’
known as :Galt had lived “at:
the:  Economy :Grill' and:
Rooms, the rooming house on:
Southside, when the plate was.
issued last August.
. Tracing the title of the
™ car; it was learned that the,
same month, Galt purchased,

the sales- manager of a Bir-»
mingham lumber company.
The -money. reportedly wasé
taken from a safety deposit -
‘box.at.a BifTfingnam bank.

quoted as saying, “My memo-

Iy of him is so dim.”

as saying. The best he could '

To this pomt events m the_ '
search fez=Calisare as fol- |

the car for $2000 cash from

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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—FBI “agents earlier had.
scoured the city’s. sporting,
goods stores in search of the;
firm which sold a 30.06 Rem-
ington rifle similar to one
used to kill King in Memphis.
more than a week ago. :

un  reportedly had bedn
traced to a Birmingham storg.
- —Immediately following t
shooting, a false chase- broad-
cast over a citizens’ band
radio in Memphis drew atten-
tion to the northern portion of - |
the city, indicating more than.,

one person was mvolved in
‘the murder. :

. An FBI source emphasized,
‘Galt is wanted only for ques-
tioning. No charges have been
filed agaa’...._...a L
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Sal l—d Th‘i&‘%&l“’f.cies,ﬁhhavey more items of evi--
- e its leader 4 ax;dm ltl dence than ordirarily collected
King continue today 10,.¢ such an early stage “of an.
Tprfgggéy irth;isl?c?rsyf ’g‘zz investigation of this type.” i
‘sive man ] .
: ; ) ’ _FBI’s third:
‘ais hours are apparently num- rai%{??xz ok;?iierthﬁere s
hered if authorities are correct. “Real < .is being|
AR : eal progre |
| ae veward grew today 101, 4e he said. adding “Tm|
| $250,600. fully confident this crime will

EESADY AR & £ ¥l
Taaaivad 222D

|pected.

boie are getting very close,” {po “solved eventually.”
> US. Attorney  General The most important clue mayl

sey Clark, who Was by, "5" palm print found on the

ieomaed of the shooting six min-| ' PR
e . rifle, which is now at an FBI|
after it occurred Thursday!laboramry in Washington.

King was shot to death as he
stood on a second story walk-
way, _.outside his . dowantoyn

s
ieven minutes after the
sco.ng—as the Nobel Peace
cize winner was in St. Joseph ‘
Licouital here near death — i s~ @ © Lo
President Johnson instructed ‘Memphis motel. The shooting
Clark to enter the investiga- occurred at 6:01 p.m. Thurs-
Lol D day. He died about am hour

———_

_ Mavor Henry Loeb announced
“in view of the traglc circum-
stances” the city would not ob-
ject to a mass memorial march
Monday in  King’'s memory,
where 40,000 marchers are ex-

Earlier, the city had gained
a federal court injunction ban-
ning the march — which King
had planned to lead despite the
order.

Loeb also sald, after an emo-
tion-packed confrontation with
350 ministers, the negotiations
in the garbage workers strike

will be reopened. The eight-|
week-old strike of the city’s pre-!
dominately Negro sanitation
workers—98 per cent of 1300—!
s Sornred the background for
the demonstrations. . s =>
Rewards for information

ter than the one in Dallas
President Kennedy was
ssinated, mainly because
Kins’s slayer has apparently’

investigation is even later at St. Joseph Hospital g
a gaping neck wound cauie?/é;
his

a rifle slug which sever
spinal cord, authorities said.

Today’s hunt centers on who

Clark said is a lone sniper,

3
escaped the immediate area,
and may be out of state, au-;
taorities said. \

wiii be made in the next hour,
in six hours, or in 12 hours,”
saic Clark at a Friday after-
sosa press conference in the
icceral building here.

white man.

' Ironically, Memphis remains
“{ dom’t know if an arrest calm today while the rest of the

nation braced for rioting.

Historic Beale Street, where
it all began nine days ago, when
King led a march there, is de-
_serted—no Negroes, no police,

“ae attorney general said the!PO guardsmen.

Jaderal government entered the
icase under a federal law which
makes it a crime to deny a
person of his civil rights.

" ¢{ told the President there
“\was clear federal jurisdic-
: tion,” he said.

! .1 addition to the .30-06 Rem-|
irgton pump rifle—with a tele-
‘seosic sight—and a suit case,

‘beon collected by the FBI, Clark
s& .
2 said federal
‘working closely with local agen-

oamdle matdl
QUUIUL TS,

Most other streets in Mem-

phis are deserted.
Nearly 4,000

of citizens.

‘ “Over action or und

‘other “‘physical evidence” hascan lead to ricting,” sa?g g;::icl){n
This time, Memphis_is.iryj :

_the“'in—tietv?ie’:en._ S W".‘!‘.u?g

national |i
guardsmen and a group of
riot-trained state troopers re-
main an_duty tedey,—hat on
| the outskirts of the down-

fewr Zetviet and eat of . sight

leading to the arrest and con-
viction of the assassin passed
the $150,000 mark today as
the Memphis City Council met
and guaranteed a minimum
2! peward of $100,000. Earlier
- newspapers had offered $50,
000, .
Immediately after assuming
command of  the Southern
Christian Ieadership Confer-
ence, the Rev. Ralph Aber-

the SCLC, went to R. S. Lewis
and Sons Funeral Home, here
Friday.

Lewis said restoration of
‘King’s neck took five hours.
The wound is now barely vis-
ible. :

King lay on a satin lining,
wearing a black suit, white
shirt and black tie with a slight
design. Abernathy selected the
clothing.

Several hundred persons fil-
ed past the opened. coffin.
Many became extremely emo-
tional, some threw their
hands into the air, sobbing
.| uncontrolably.

Finally, Abernathy_shut the

nathy, along with other aides of|

{indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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coffin, and it was carried into
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T T
a waiting black and’ white
hearse outside.

As it was carried, Abernathy
quoted the Bible. “The Lord
giveth, and the Lord taketh
away,” he said above the
weeping.

“The king is dead. . . long
live the king,” King’s close ad-
visor for 15 years said.

A proccession of more than
50 cars drove from the Negro
neighborhood onto an inter
‘state highway and to the Mem-
Pphis Metropolitan Airport where
a four-engine American Ajr.
lines plane, chartered by Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy, later ar-
rived,

* Kk %

Mrs. King never left the
airplane, although she was
seent as the casket was slow-
ly placed onto a large covey-
belt. Abernathy retwrned with
the plane to Atlanta, to re-
turn here Monday to lead the
march.

. -He also vowed to lead the
“poor peoples” march on
Washington, although delaying
the original April 22 date.

“We have decided that as he
died for the poor, so we must
work for the poor,” the new
leader of the Southern Christian
Leauership® Conferenes id.,

" - _

.SUSPECT SKEJTCHED ,

~=rKing Murderer? _
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Tae task of finding the | &rpg“pofice dispatcher re-
pevson  who  Killed Martin layed seven transmissions —
_uiher King Jr. apparently |supposedly from Lt. Brad-
s setfled down to the gruel- |shaw in car 160 — between
ing police routine. 6:35 pm. and 6:47 pm. last
Thursday,” the paper said,
- “}ittle more than a half hour |

THERE WAS NO talk of an | 0 pp King was shot by a
A(‘(J'.y (ulest, as there had sniper outsidté.the Lorraine

heen sportly after King was ! Motel.”

sssassinated  last  Thursday |

night. Robert G. Drewry and
¢ Jol:a C. Moore, the two U. S.
. commissioners here, said they

'1(& not been approached to

. & {fugitive warrant by-
: ¢ the FBI or the U. S

ey, )

: Iscmphis Coﬁmerm-;ﬂ The Commercial Appeal
al reported today that quoted a pohce source as-
fire and police i; saying officers in a sheriff’s L
i patrol car and a Tennessee BIRMINGITIAM POST-
. Highway Patrol -cruiser IU’R/\fD ' \
,statiancd;alang the route of . ) ! !
| the chase ‘“ncither heard the ' . . —_—

i RO,
\/\.VBQJ

{Indlcate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

THE PAPER said the mes-
sages described the route of
the chase, said that a blue
. Pontiac was also chasing the | —_— .

Mustang and said shots were
fired from the Mustang at the TIE BIRMINAHAM
~ Pontiac. _NEWS

Ciae city's
“gi.oector is investigating the
e sibility that someone used
" e paiice radio frequency to-

i-.v officers off the trail of

.+ flecing assassin.

© Tac paper said in a copy-
(.t story that Frank C.
... ioman, Memphis fire and
. solice  director, “would only

f.:;.;-' 1ast night that such a’

i sossibility is under investiga-
[ 1
L T10%.

o SE PAPER said radio
: ‘k;a.mmxssmns indicated Lt. R.
{ ¥ 3Bradshaw in police car 160
v-as speeding after a- white

Miis.ang, suspected .as a
| woasinle getaway car, follow-
i ...z the shooting.

Hoboman “did confirm that
1.1, Bradshaw in car 160 was
.1 :ae arca’ of-the reported

" ¢hase, but not involved in the
¢hase” the paper said.

-7 waus not chasing a white

i.ag,” the paper quoted |

sihaw as saying. ‘“‘Any
information wijl_have fo
;vom the chief.”

¢ their manhunt,

. All proved false.

! found abandoned

© store, twg, days
slaying.

shooting in.the area, nor did
they see the autos-supposedly
involved in the chase.”

As {ederal officials pressed

' reports of arrests in various
parts of the country and of a
widespread search in-Mexico.

way next to the building from
which police say the shot was .
_ fired ‘'was mnot among those
" stolen from a sporting goods

there were

w It was learned that the gun |7~

in a door-

¢l
fors—the
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SUENEHI = The Liler sof |
Jeve Dro Martin Luther
g e may have left g trail
ol iwise clues to confuse his

lay Have

: Co

“Copies of a sketeh made
from the descriptions furnish-
ed to the police at Memphis

! were distributed 10 officers at

Snocuy after the murder, ‘the United States-Mexico bor-

w2 poiice suid they had never |
e wocuse where there was
>0 much evidence left behind,
The 58in not only left !
iis and hand prints
room  and in  the
wuthireon: from which he shot
Dy, King, but he also left a |
ulie viece of luggzage and a
Nk on e sidewalk outside, !
Tuesday, agents of the
whesid Bureau of Investiga-
reported to Dbe

algers

mooins

SOl Weie

~uOkaig in such widely diverse
aUN S _Birminglxam. . Ala,,
PP 3 Camd AAe

Maeanghis, Chicago, and Mex-

S in oty

* the young, long-nosed |
:ieved to have. shot the
1gnts leader.

Birmingham, <%&{—{ie”
wsl of the FBI, airline i
s shuffled through pas- |
i lists at two airlines for
wst week, checking several
Des.
agents in Birmingham
also reported tfo be
cuecking the records of gun
2L BEhN »
(in minutes  after Dr.
Lis's slaying, the Memphis
«  had confiscated the
w.ington 30.06-caliber rifle
i the  assassin dropped
su.onie  the rooming  house
Jraint owhich he fired the fatal
st The rifle was new.
neéw weapon can almost
be traced from the
weiurer to.the..retailer
serial number.’

RS

AT

der and inside Mexico.

The investigation apparent-
ly spread to Mexico after the

Mexican consul at Memphis, -

Rolando Veloz Canales, re-
ported to the police that a
young man resembling the
police skelch, which he had
seen in a Memphis newspa-
per, had got a Mexican travel
card on the day before Dr.
King was killed.

“T remembered him be-

cause of his long nose,” Veloz
said.
" A long sharp nose was the
one thing most witnesses re-
medipeicd-"about=-ths ~veung
man who checked into the
shabby rooming house about
three hours before Dr. King
was shot to death on the
balcony of a nearby motel.

The address and telephone
number given by the man on
his application for the Mex-
ican travel permit were im-
proper. )

se Clues

c o =

the «one._on the Voicp=tsriifi-
cate was contained in the
Illinois files of registered vot-
ers.

A white Mustang automo-
bile was parked in front of the
rooming house at the time of
the assassination.

Two witnesses indicated they
believed that the man had

~ doubled back. They said they

saw the Mustang being driven

_off at a fast rate of speed a

moment or so after the man
had come out of the rooming
house. '

There was also a report by
the police that a white
Mustang and a blue Pontiac
were Seen on a highway
leading from Memphis shortly

after the shooting, with occu-

panis=ti-the two aulorivbiih

{Indicate page, name of
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The . address given for a =™

Chicago strect needed either a
north or a south to make it
complete. The telephone num-
ber given was for. Antioch,
Wis.

The. age given by the
young man on his application
was 21 years.

“I thought he might be a
little: younger,” said Veloz.

Most of the witnesses at the
rooming house who saw the
man believed to be the assas-
sin said that hie was in his late.
20s.

Veloz said the mun produc-
ed an Illinois voter registra-
tion' certificate as._nroof, of
2itiZEnshn. "No such name as
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MANHUNT—-—Pohceman Gilberty Vazquez studles an artist’s drawing of the
alleged killer of Dr. Martin' Luther King Jr. at Mexico City’s International Air-
port Tuesday after a Mexican consulate alerted authorities to wotch the Mex;can
brdst o the assassin. (UPl Telephoto).
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ISive m.w’ of a second whlte
near the doorwayi POLICE  SAIDthey—would

Mustang .
which police say the slayer Of iinvestigate reports that a sup-.
posed police chase in north-

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. |l "y this — eight miles
used 1o escape gave IiSe from the scene — 30 minutes
today to published TePOTtS aftor the shooting may have
that it may have been the peon 5 decoy to allow the
getaway car. killer to escape.

(indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and siate,)

A recording of the police,
radio dispatcher’s transmis-
sions showed seven calls in 12
minutes from a lieutenant’s.

lar vehicle, parked a_short car in- the northeast section of
i Y th left the " .
distance morth, both the city detailing the chase.

scene within 15 minutes after : 5 '. : ’ _—
King was fatally shot a week The lieutenant said Tuesday.

THE MEMPHIS Commer-
‘cial Appeal said_the car with,
Arkansas license and a simi-

ago today.

Both vehicles were within
160 sect of the doorway to the
second-floor rooming house
where police said the assassin
waited and shot King as he
steod.. an_sihe balcomy:. 0 3

piotel across a rear street. ;
The killey was _believed to

have walked out of the Main
Street entrance to the room-
ig bouse, turned south and
dropped the murder’ weapon
in front of a business firm
next door.

I
GUY CANIPE, owner of the ,

firm, said he saw the young

he did not make the calls.

“This led to speculation that

someone other than police
may have sent the calls on the
police frequency to draw of-
ficers away from the escape
route.

The Mississippi state line is
about 10 miles directly south
of the shooting scene, and the
bridge leading to Arkansas is
about two miles southwest of

the_.motel wherekag\\”vw
§1am i

4

N

white man drop -the package:

which contained the gun, but ’

did not see his face.

iy

| The Commercial App-ealg

ispeculated that the man then

{walked a few steps farther '

along, got into the dirty white
Mustang with Arkansas tag
and sped away.

The sccond Mustang, park-
ed north of the rooming house
entrasee.- 2lso left the. scepe

near the time of the shooting. .
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Y- ¢ oman driving a Whifeélw-—w""‘“'w"‘-“*“""“‘

Musteng  with  Jefferson

Cour v license plate, for
qw.,rivnmg in connection:
witin ine slaying of the Rev.”!

Mar.. - Luther King, it was‘
leorm Thursday night.. -

He ms identified as Enc
Starve. Calt, 36. . |

.
Resu L.ns of 2608 nghland-
av, Gi..'s last known address,
conﬁx od they had been'
questioned by the FBI con-
" cernin; Galt.

Ti.. Birmingham and Wash-v;
in i offices - of the FBI"'
Vet d make no comment on
e search

,mmcated na fnrmal
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Galt was reported driving a
whxte 1966 Mustano with the’
Alabama license numf)’erl
'1-38993. He was described as 5
‘feet, 11 inches tall, 175
pounds blue eyes, brown hair -
and 36 years old.

Residents at 2608 Highland-
av, a rooming house, said.
they had not seen the person
in question for about ﬂnee.
months. They did not 1ccall"
the type car he owned.
" Meanwhile, The Atlanta
Constitution reported federal
“agents there had impounded a
white Mustang with an Ala- |
bama license plate. It was not:
definite if the two cars were
the same. ‘

The car had been left park-
ed at a public housm<y pro:ect
nesx the.CGeorgia “State "Capi-
tol, the newspaper reported.

It said two residents of the
housing project were- known
to have seen a young man
whom they said looked :like

the description of the sniper.

The news story said the EBI.
agents ' swarmed around the:
car most of Thursday snap-:
ping pictures and taking fin-:
gerprints. It said the car was
taken to a federal building.
and locked up.

The paper quoted a 13-year- I
old boy as saying the car had
two 1967 Mexican  visa stick-|
ers on the window. The boy’
said there were cigaret ashes
all over the car floor and 1ed
‘mud on the interior on the
driver’s. side.

It was the visa stickers that
prompted the boy’s mother to
_call the FBI Wednesday night,
the paper said, adding that
she had heard on television;

“earlier that a man fitting the-
_deseviptien of the suspecteds,
assassin had visited the Mex-|

jcan . consylate in. Memphis
prior to the King murder and
obtained a visitor’s pass.

The Rev. King was siain a
week ago at a Memphis mo-
tel. At least one white
Mustang, and possibly two,
were thought to be used by -
the killer. -

The police bulletin said the
man, who has no record of
arrests in Birmingham, has
not been charged. b

There have been several ;
indications of a Birmingham -
connection with the slaying.
Earlier, the FBI was checking
local gun dealers to deter-
mine if the rifle used in the
shooting was purchased here.

There has been no indica-
tion of what the investigation
turned up. :

In New York, Atty. Gen.
Ramsey Clark said a progress
report would be made to the
nation soon on the manhunt
fox.the.slayer of King.

“We will report oh  Some

{fi té‘ls commagdesn. .

Co. Daniel Meadows, head
of dental services for the
Veterans Administration

; Hospital in Birmingham and

commander of the 650th Medi-

‘cal Detachment of the Army

National- Guard, said his
So-rnan ~apit  received orders
from  .the Defensw -Dents 4n

v Y.,
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Some ° or.l(.mlq gxcxe said
the slaying of the Revtoddy that, while Cldl]\S
Martin Luther King, Jr.eqplier statements may have
{ e fBL does not know wherepeen too optimistic and there-
o siller is. And it may notgre perhaps misleading, they
Jmow for sure who he is. were hased on information
We dre contirfaing e in- -from both local and federal
L ﬁ,‘lu.ul\ in evemr=ubdich Jaw officers and almost cer-
wuy und direction,” was alltainly reflected the atlorney
“BI official would  say general’s anxiety to display a

- despite carlier stale-calm, positive altitude.
. Ly Atty. Gen. Ramsey The suspect was described
- which had indicated the py several credible witnesses,
would be solved quickly.including the manager of the
A press conference in rundown rooming house from
is last Iriaay— < ™hewhich was fired the single
after Kingewss slam fatal shot at King as h‘e stood
- ‘was quoted as saying On Bis.Manphis motek-Laie-
@ “confident” of a quick BY-

RSTRIVITN

urhig

Have A Name
l On Sunday Clark said: “We
have a name. Whether it will

wn appearance on TV
The Press) Sunday
siwentained  his - opti-
saving: “Our Judﬂment
ne ovidence at tfi

(R

‘not remains to be seen.’

Indications today were

)il e run,’’

“We know quite a bit more
fouay an we knew two days
ago and we hope we can show
You a nicwre of exactly what
e ie assassin) looks like
Loloce o long,” Clark said.

Remain Optlimistic
“We have a very substantial |
wihwunt of physical evidence.
\‘.’c ceimaln optimistic and, as
¢ siiG in Memphis Friday, are
very hopeful that we can have
zally  and  successful
Cuceaision to our investigation
sohowed by indictment, prose- -
cutva and conviction.”
in still another TV
ap..earunce Monday on  the
Siow, Clark warned
{  over-optimism. He

identity. He had checked into
the rooming house under the
false name of John Willard.

“There are a number of
studies of prints that may
.establish an identity, but
wthere is nothing definite at
'this time,” Clark had said the
day after King's murder.

Since then, the Memphis
ipolice, FBI and Justice Dept.
officials have refused official-
ly to discuss prints and other
physical evidence — including
a rifle and blue overnight bag
containing some clothes — left
behind by the suspect.

The rifle and bag are un-
dergoing analysis at ¥BI labo-,
ratories here. And although it
was reported that a handprint
and_. taurgbprint were found,.

an

ot

“The focus s sharpening
“ha we are quite close, we
,""1;(‘ i that depends upon
cuw soine of the leads that we
acvelap. And to get too
PAETEET wouldn't BETaE?

. comment on
| asked Mexican authorities 10

. been distributed

prove to he the correct one or |

tucky
is TS 1ot Clark was depending on :

. _have evidence of o evidence left behind by the :
Isuspect to establish his real ————

they appalently have not yet'

B¥en ‘matched stehed with _prinis., m\

FBrnss here.
Time-Consuming

A spokesman said the FBI
has 186 million fingerprints on
file and that when it is not
clear which finger a suspect’s
print is from, trying to match
them is a tortuous, time-con-
suming process.

The FBI also has 1'ciused 10
reports it has

aid in the search. Police in

I‘ Mexico said yesterday that a

drawing of the suspect had
throughout

Mexico and at border crossing
points.

indicated the search has ex- |

tended far beyond the mmal'

area - (Tennessee,
Alabama, Arkansas, Ken-
Mississippi, Missouri)
eakad  aut by investigators
soon aftervleing’s‘ (L i bamad

six-state
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' Paper Reports

By VINCENT BURKE and
NICHOLAS C. CHRISS
The Los Angeles Times

MEMPHIS — The rifle believ-
el used to -assassinate Dr.
Martin Luther King was
purchased in Birmingham, Ala.,
The Los Angeles Times learned
Wednesday. -

The FBI refused to comment,
but informants said FBI agents
truced the rifle through its
serial number to a store in
Birmingham and that ‘it was
purchased new over the counter
a few days before the slaying
here last Thursday. :

The weapon, which has been
turdeigoing tests ‘at the FBI
"laboratory in Washington is a
Remington 30.06 pump fire with
a telescopic sight. It fires the
same hullet as the Army’s M-1

. esults of the laborator

iden

the suspected

where the slayer set
ush. Mt

the landlady who rented an
tests have not been disclosed. It
could not be determined
-whether the telescopic sight also
was obtained in the Birmingham
store or whether the purchaser
left any information about his

Authorities alse -have fraced
biroculars left near the scene by
slayer.  The
binoculars, The Times learned
Wednesday, were purchased at
York Arms Company, a sporting
geods store located about six
blocks from the rundown room-
113 house on South Main Street
up his am-

The .rifle and a rectangulér

blue leatherette case containing
‘the binoculars were dropped on
the sidewalk on South Main
Street a few feet from the entry
to the rooming house by a man
who was seen leaving the room-!
ing house a few minutes after;
the slaying. ) ‘

The binoculars were purchas-
ed in Memphis on the afternoon
of the slaying and the clerk who
sold them has been interviewed
several times by Memphis

man’s profile, He said he recall-

ed that the man had a long thin
nose but that the FBI drawing
revealed a rather chilbby face
and a bulbous nose.

“It wasn’t the face I recall-
ed,” Stephens said.

The only description of the
suspect that has - been made
public was given Friday by
Memphis Police Director Frank
G. Holloman. He said the man
was between 26 and 32 years
old, weighed between 165 and

police and the FBI.
If the man who purchased the
rifle in Birmingham and the
man who bought the binoculdrs
in Memphis is the same person
whe fled from the rooming
house, then at least four persons
have seen his face. .
Besides the sgles’ clerks, the|,
others are Mrs.[Bessie Brewer, "

$8.50-a-week r olom to the sus-
ect and Charlie Hugh Steph-
ens, one of her tenants.
 Mrs. Brewer and Stephens|
were re-interviewed Tuesday by
E'BI agents and shown a draw-
ing of the suspect developed by
the FBI from descriptions of the
man’s features.

. Stephens told The Times Wed-
nesday that the drawing did not
resemble the fugitive and was
much younger than the man he
remembered. Mrs. Brewer said
Tuesday shortly after her FBI
interview that she wasn’t able to
remember what the fugitive or
the drawing looked like.
Stephens_ said_the composite
drawing was- a full-face view,
although he had seen only the

1175 pounds and was about six

feet tall. .

The suspect obtained a room
from Mcs. Brewer between 3
and 3:30 p.m. Thursday. Dr.
King was wounded fatally about
6 p.m. by one shot believed to
have been fired from a common
bathroom on the second floor of
the rooming house, just a few:
steps from the suspect’s room.

After the shot was fired, the
mar. was seen walking from the‘r
direction of the 60th room down|
a dark hallway with rifle wrap-
ped in a newspaper or blanket
and with the blue leatherette
beg in hand.

Several witnesses at Jim’s
Grill, next to the rooming house,
have reported seeing a white
Mustang parked in front of the
restaurant. Most of them said
they first noticed it there
between 4 p.m. and 5 p.m. and
that they noticed it was gone
shortly afier 6 p.m, But none of
them saw the Kkiller.

The automobile has not been
directly linked to the assassin,
although * U.S. Atty. Gen.
Ramsey Clark said in Memphis

{last Saturday that it “figured”

in the investigation.
What clues the FBI has to the

suspect’s whereabouts are being
kept secret.
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Sketch of man
Jooked like @aﬁt

Jandlord @E@dm‘es

BY TOM LANKI*ORD
News -staff writer

registration card as a ship
builder who last worked in the * - -_—

' Ingalls shipbuilding concern .
~in Pascagoula. Miss, TIE BIRMINAHAM
' 1. NEWS

The manager of a Birming-
“ham” rooming house said to-

" day that the sketch of a man
sought in the assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

“looked exactly like” a man
who roomed at his house six

eks last year.

TPeter Nicholas  Cherpes,

anager . of the Economy -

iill and Rooms, 2608 High-

land Ave., said the man was -

The FBI put oul a “Jocdle

and advise” order on Galt %=
then cancelled it — after a
white Mustang . was found
ahandoned in an Atlanta hous-

" ing project last Thursday.

The tag on the car carried a
license number issued to Galt
in Birmingham.

" BIRMINGHAM POST-

ITERALD

BIRMINGIIAM AL ABAMA

_known to him as Eric Galt. POLICE IN Memphis

Cherpes said he fold the chased a white Mustang au- ° Date: 41&11‘?"68
" FBI last Tuesday that a front tomobile after King’s assassi- Edition: ME€TrO0 ;
view sketch brought from nhation. L Author: 1 OM Larnk ord
Memphis resembled Galt. _Cherpes today said federal eaors JORD W, Bloomer

A side view sketch, which

appeared in The Birmingham

. News last Friday, also looked

like Galt, but was not as close

- a resemblance as the front
‘ view, Cherpes said.

Cherpes said the man known
‘as'Galt identified himself on a

Y

agents first approached him

about Galt either Tuesday or-’

Wednesday.

Last Thursday night, after
the white Mustang was found
M--Auanta, Cherpes told re-
porters he did not know Galt
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#ad he had not roomed at hxs

place i

Today, he said he kept-‘
silent hecause FBI agents wi::(

had questioned him asked hi

. not to answer. anyone's ques- .
tions concerning the man.

After 'inquiries by sheriff’s

deputies and state: investiga-

tors, Cherpes said he called
, the FBI and requested he be.
- allowed to “talk » o

He said the agent “told '»him
- he preferred the information
- be kept secret but also advis-
"' ed he had no authority to stop’
* him from talking. ‘

"Right away I knew his-

name,” Cherpes said. “He :

came here, that man, Aug. -

26, 1967, and left Oct. 7.”
Cherpes said Galt, whom he

- described as a quiet man who

' was a natty dresser, always
paid his room and board on ;

time and in cash. ;
“When he was here, on the -
" third er fourth day, he asked i
me if I would drive his car
. downtown for him to take a
driver’s test,” Cherpes said. .
“He was a new man to
Alabama and to Birmingham :
. hnd also a  customer,”
‘Cherpes. said. “And I wanted
o help him on that basis.If’
je had. asked for my reconn-
i. mendation, I would have ij-.
vestigated more closely.”

CHERPES SAID the two sat
on a bench at Kelly Ingram
. Park that day Sept. 6 until a |

State Trooper let him take the *
test. -

*  “Galt came back and said *,
everything was ok,” Cherpes i
i said.
. Cherpes sai¢ on the second
or third week that Galt room-
ed with him he received a
prepaid package in the mail !
. from Chicago. It weighed 20
to 25 pounds and was about-
. two feet long and one foof :
wide. *~ ‘
'The next day, Galt said he *
. had received the wrong mer-
. chandise and was going to
; send it back. ‘
““About a half hour later I
saw him catrying the box to

. his car.”

When Galt paid his last
- week’s room in advance, he
told the manager he was
going to Mobile to look for a
' job but weuld we-ack for his
personal belongmgs, Cherpes
said. -

TWO DAYS later, Galt told
the manager he had called
Mobile, had 4 job and would
leave Thursday.

“I won’t be back,” he told
Cherpes, “but I expect a
letter from Chicago. I want
you to hold it. T don’t know
my next address, but I will let
you know.”

Cherpes said that was the
last time he saw or heard
from Galt. )

About the last of February
or the first of March, the
letter from Chicago for Galt
arrived at the rooming house
address.

“I was puzzled for a while
where to mail it,” said the
manager. “I didn’t have an
address. So I held the letter(
for a week, then returned it.”

Cherpes said the envelope
was light green, thin paper
and had a firm name printed
“on it. He said it was post-
marked Chicago and he
thought it was a check.

CHERPES SAID when hé .
received the letter, he went te-

,"his file to look for Galt’s
registration card. He said he

_found the card at that time,

but when FBI agents asked
for it later, it was missing.

" The manager said when the
roomer first checked in, he
said his last job had been at
the Pascagoula shipyards and
he was taking a ‘long vaca-

three or four months. - -
He said the roomer was £
“lonel" and took all his meals

”._Q, e

\_tion.” He ggigig,_e_gxpected fo l

7 stay at fiie Tooming OhOuSe\j’_

<

.
i Y

“at the’ boaldmg house, w1th -

~the exception of the last week. .
He always stayed in his room

e

‘tntil around .noon, Cherpes. .
‘said,.and then would leave .
rand return about supper time, **
Often he left. again, but he-:
frequently stayed in the TV. -
oom watching: television. " -

Cherpes ~said - Galt --was -
“around, six. feet. “tall,” weighed: "
165 to 175" pounds,  had. blue}’i‘?

eyes and. hght -colored me-.
dium-lengtizrial & uuu ;

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

‘ LOOKED ahout 25 to 30

years of age, much younger
than the agz—rotrTis driver’s
license, Cherpes said.

“He was ahove the avera-
ger roomer in dress, talk and
appearance,” the manager

. added. “He always wore

sporty clothes and a tie.

‘““He was always pleasant
and T never knew of him
drinking.

“He didn’t say much of his

~family affairs, only that he

was divorced. He only talked

. about the weather, never
.. about politics or racial trou-
~ bles.”

Cherpes said Galt had {wo
suifcases, one dark blue in
color.

The manager said he had
read newspaper accounts that

. Gyt had a duplicate driver’s
. lidense mailed to his rooming

house in March of this year.
The license was not mailed

. there, he said. : !

" AS MANY AS five FBE
- agents at a time have been to .
- the rooming house to question

him and search his files for
names - of roomers who may
have known - Galt, Cherpes

- said.

Whlie Cherpes said he last
saw Galt in Birmingham last

- Oct, 7, officials at Birming-

ham Trust National Bank said

"the man turned his keys in to

a safe deposit box here in

‘December.

" If that’s true, Galt may
have returned to Birmingham
*ir roomed at another address,
according ¢g‘p_:‘gvgtj[;grities.

A
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D(urmg Brief Residence

Galt's Lmdm’d
Tells About Tenant

BY BILL MOBLEY

To FBI agents and others
looking into the death of the
Rev. Martin Luther King, one
man seems to have led an
uneventful life in a short stay
at a Birmingham rooming
house.
~ Eric Starvo Galt came into
being Aug. 26, 1967, at 2806
Highland-av. At least, that’s
the first official date of his
life so far.

place six weeks latér, Oct. 7,

or heard of Galt before that.
“The second week he was
here, he took me outside and
told me he wanted me to do
him' a favor,” the landlord
said, “He told me he had
bought a car and wanted to
get a driver’s license and he
wanted me to drive his car to
town to take the test.”
Cherpé’y Fdia-ne drove the

- AL

He vanished from the same (r

and has not been .seen or

eard from since.

Object Of Search

Now, he’s the object of a
wide search. The FBI wants
him for questioning in connec-
.tion with the death of King
because a car similar to his
was seen leaving the shooting -

scene in Memphis nearly two -

weeks ago.
And the car Galt purchased‘
during his Dbrief residence

here has been. impounded by

federal agents in Atlanta.

Galt took a room on Aug. 26
at the 2806 Highland-av ad-
dress, according to the land-
lord, Peter Cherpes. The -
rambling, two-story house has
14 similar rooms.

Mr. Cherpes said the man

" he knew as Eric Galt stayed

in his room until almost noon
every day, then went out and
.was back for supper, which is
served. boarding house style”

_where the food is placed on

the table and each person
selects his own menu.
Asks Favor
Cherpes said he assumed
the man selected his place
because of ads in the newspa-
per, like nine out of 10 of his

customers dQ._..__,
\ He_ sajd he had never seen /

: B amisan it |
s e o o e L T O TR RS
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j GALT "HOME"—The only known residence of Eric Starvo GoIt sought for
questioning In connection with the shooting of the Rev. Martin Luther King, was-
inzthis rooming house on Southsude

Landlord

ontinued from Page 1

~ tedant’s car to Kelly Ingram
P4Yk and sat on the bench
while Galt took the road test.
When Galt returned, the State-
'I‘moper got Cherpes’ name as

tha driver accompanying the .

led¥ner, and Galt said he had
pdssed the test,

™ Expected Package

i)urmg the weeks that fol-
lowed Galt continued to lead
anuneventful life, as far as
th{ landlord. was concerned.

Chiarpes said he would talk to
- thi» other tenants if they
taIked to him, but he never
heard Galt say anything im-
poitant, or anything
would connect him  outside
Birmingham except that he
was out of work and from the
Gilf area.

Tin one occasion, Cherpes
said, Galt told him he was
expecting a package from
Chlcago and if it came to take °
cage of it for him. When the
package arrived, Cherpes said
itfwas a large cardboard box
widpped in paper with a
Chjcago ;eTﬁ?ﬁ’*a‘x‘xﬂress. . He

that

Tells (

did not remember the name of

the firm. The morning after

receiving the package,
Cherpes said Galt told him,
“They sent me the wrong
merchandise.”

About a half hour later,
Cherpes said he saw Galt
carrying the package to his

““car and assumed he was
‘returning it.

Job In Mobile

The last week of his stay, .
Galt informed his landlord he

was going to Mobile and
wanted to leave his belong-

ings in the room and would '
"not pay for meals.:

Instead of leaving on Sun-
day as he- had planned,
Cherpes said Galt told him he
had made a call to Mobile,
found out he had a job

waiting for him and would not
-return at all.

Cherpes said Galt told him
he was expecting a letter
from Chicago which would be
a check for the merchandise
he had returned. He told the
landlord he did not know what
his . address would be where

- he was goisgy=tut-he would

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Of Galt's Smy

send it to Cherpes when he*

learned.

Letter Arrives
Five months later, the letter
Galt expected arrived from
Chicago, and the landlord had

not heard from his former

tenant since he left.

Cherpes said the light-
weight, green envelope had a.
Chicago return address, he
never. noticed the firm name,
but it looked like a check
inside when he -held 1t to the
light.

Cherpes said he kept fthe

* Jetter a week and then stamp-

ed it: “Return, Not here.”
When asked about a reports

" ed request from someone who

represented himself as Galt
for a duplicate driver's li-
cense ‘to be sent to that

- address, Cherpes said it could

have been sent there and been
picked up because he has lost
two Social -Security checks
from his -mail in the past few

onths.

“He said all mail to the
house is piled on the table in
the entrance hally——==tv
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Tight securitye-..

Was King assa@smii

R

-

plot foiled here?

BY TOM LANKFORD
News staff w\riter

Martin Luther King's assas-
sin may have dogged the trail
of the wusually tardy civil
rights leader - for months
trying to kill him in Birming-

‘ham, some authorities be- -

lieve. »
“HE COULD have lain-in-

wait with that sniper rifle on
many occasions, waiting for a
shot -at King,” said Sheriff

. Niel Bailey.

Bailey and other law offic-

'surrendered at . the Jefferson

County Hail.

Anticipating a possible glot,.
Bailey sent Maj. David Orajge |,
and Sgt. A. R. Bracewell to-
Atlanta to fly on the Birming-"
ham-bound airplane thh ng
and the others.

WHEN THEY touched down
at Municipal Airport, the five
were arrested aboard the.
plane and hustled to the
County Jail at Bessemer in--
stead of Birmingham., ...

Several nights later, under
cloak of darkness, the prison-.

ers believe that chance never™SFF=were transported underi'

came here because of tight ~
security and frequent cancel-

lation of announced mass’

meetings.

“The sniper’s timing would-
have been thrown ‘off,” the
sheriff. said. “In the past six
months, there had been no.
good opportunity for anyone

ingham area.”

THE MOST LIKELY time
for such an assassination was
last Oct. 30 when King and
four other civil rights leaders
surrendered here to serve a
five-day contempt of court jail
term.

Nationwide headlines had

" heralded the event and autho-

rities speculated someone
might tryfa 3L King when he

* {o ambush King in the Birm- '

(Indicate page, name of
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gu.ud to the County Jail in
Bnmingham

The surprise that caught
newsmen and others napping
again came when King and
- company were released from
jail eight hours ahead of
schedule and escorted under
guard to a local motel.

SHERIFF'S deputies and
Birmingham police kept con-
stant security on King until he
spoke at a mass meeting that
night and boarded an airplane
back to Atlanta.

There were only two other

occasions when a sniper could -

have killed King in Jefferson
County, and both times King
cither failed to show for
announced meetings or was
hours late.

He was six hours late for

his church appearance in Bes-’
semer about two weeks before
the assassination in Memphis.

BAILEY AND other local

and federal officers feel Kinj
was the victim of a conspiray

cy.
“And that conspiracy probha-

bly had hopes of the fatal shot -

cing fired in Birmingham, a
city known for its frequent

civil rights campaigns since '

1961,” Bailey said.
Birmingham escaped: that
notoriety, however, and the
assassin of King fired once
from a powerful Remington
30.06 rifle to spuff out the life
- of King on his motel balcony
in Memphis April 4.

KING WAS involved in a

- garbage strike controversy in

the Tennessee city, and riot-

ing and looting had resulted.

from a march he led before
his death.

On the day of the slaying,
news media. had announced
that King would be in Mem-
phis to attend an injunction
hearing.

No arrest has been made
although Atty. Gen. Ramsey
Clark announced hours after
the assassination that autho-
rities had the name of a
suspect ‘;on_the xun.”

.THE NAME of that suspect,

vohn Wilfard, s 1low believed
to have been ficticious.

In Birmingham, dead-end
clues to another mystery sus-
pect, Eric Starve Galt, con-
front the FBI.

False clues multiplied in the
hunt for Galt, a quiet-talking
man whose last address was a
Southside boarding house. His
former landlord said Monday -
he had identified drawings
shown by FBI agents as
resembling Galt.

“IT'S HIM, I'm sure,” said

Peter Cherpes, 72. “A front
sketch looked exactly like the
man who roomed here. A
profile sketch was a good
,resemblance, but not so gogd
as the other.” X
. Galt’s  abandoned  white.
Mustang was impounded Ia 44
*Thursday by FBI agents in

wAtlanta, It fits the description

of a car seen leaving the
scene after the Memphis

sniper fled from a rooming |

house.
An FBI alert for Galt was

issued in Florida last Thurs- |

day, but
However,

was  canceled.

clues to his past.

the FBI has con- |
tinued a search for Galt or |

GALT SAID he was emp]oy~ !
ed at a Mississippi shipyard, |

and he claimed he had a 1962
B Lou1sxana dmver s license, _—

After the exTusxve story on !
Galt from Cherpes on Mon- |
day, The News found there:
was no record of his having
worked at the shipyard. And
there was no record of a
Louisiana  driver’s - license
issued to him. i

Is there a real Eric Starvo
Galt? The FBI was asked, but

* declined comment.

IT WAS KNOWN, however, -
that agents feel the man who
established at least a six-week
residence in Birmingham has
long since left the state and
maybe the country.

Investigations by the FBI

" indicate they have not turned

up a real person named Eric
Starvo Galt.

As far as inquiries by The
News have determined, Gait
was first heard of when he
showed up at the Southside .
boarding house last Aug. 26,

_ saying he was on vacation

and planned to stay three or '
four montps. . =a

HE LEFT Oct._7, however
saying he had~a new job in
Mobile.

Cherpes said Galt was a
longer who never talked about
politics or civil rights. “As a
matter of fact, he talked most
about the weather,” the land-
lord said.

Galt always paid his board,
$22.50 a week, in cash. He also
paid cash for the 1966
Mustang, ’

On Sept. 6, Cherpes said he
accompanied Galt downtown
for a driver’s test.

ON THE LICENSE applica-
tm-

ployed.” Maritime unions h§ve
no record of the name, nor

tion, Galt listed his occupation .
©as “merchant seaman, un

was he drawing unemploy- .

ient pay from the state,

About a week later, the
Igndlord recalled, Galt got a
package
Chicago. It was a hox about
two feet Jong, a foot wide and
weighing 20 to 25 pounds. But
Galt complained it was the

wrong merchandise and said

he was going to return it,
Cherpes recalled.

When Galt left the rooming
house, he said he expected a

" letter from Chicago and asked
' “TIL -

Cherpes to forward it.
send a forwarding address,”

" he said.

" A LETTER from a Chicago
' firm, which looked like a-°

check, arrived for Galt in
February or March, Cherpes
said, but was returned since

“there was no forwarding ad- °

. dress.

{

“He never did give me his
new address,” Cherpes recal-

led. o

Galt apparently did stay or
return
cording to authorities. For in

.. December, he turned in the
~ keys 10 his safety deposit box

at Bu‘mmgham Trust National
. Bank.

in the mail from .

to Birmingham, ac-
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Identify Sketch

BY HENRY P. LEIFERMANN |
ATLANTA (UPI)—An Atlanta taxicab driver identified for
the FBI Tuesday a sketch of the elusive Eric Starvo Galt and -

said the mystery figure in the

search for Dr. Martin Luther

King Jr.’s assassin rode in his cab the day after the slaying] N
A, second .taxicab driver ‘working for the same company

said Fhe 100, gave the man a

ndc the Friday after King
was fhot by a sniper in Mcem
phis® Tenn., April 4.

Both drivers said the trlp
were in  Atlanta’s  “hippie”

neighborhood around Peach-

tree-st and 14th-st. The area
is about seven miles from the
public housing project where
a white Ford Mustang, regis-
tered to Galt, was located by
¥BI agenis last Thursday.
Roth taxi drivers work for
the Atlanta Million Coopera-
tive .Cab Co, Their names
,were withheld at the request
of the taxicab firm. .
. The FBI has pored through

in~BIrdunghans,” where Gajt’
once lived, Jefierson County
Sheriff Mel Bailey said he
thinks the assassin may have
originally planned 1o kill King
in the Alabama steel city.
Bailey, who threw a- tight-
security  net around King
1When he was in the city last
[October to serve five days in
Jall said he thinks a conspira-
.cy existed to murder the cml

‘rights leader. - .

The sheriff said his theory

'is only conjecture, but that “it

iis based on  the evidence

uncoveret=se ..,.:-:n the case, Y
A s

the records of Atlanta Million -

Cab and other taxicab firms
in the" city in an attempt to
_ trace Galt from the time he
apparently .abandoned - the
white .Mustang found in the
Capitol Homes housing
project.

Apparently working on'a !

new lead, however, FBI
agents returned to the offices
of Atlanta Million Cabs Tues-
day and asked specifically if

any drivers had made pickups
in the “hippie” neighborhood .
on the Friday after King was.

slain..

Two drivers who had made
such pickups were questioned
by an agent who showed them
a sketch of the man the FBI
apparently thinks is Galt.

Both drivers identified the

man in the sketch as the one

they picked-un.__,

et e iR A IR
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Although the Federal
Bureau of Investigation has
jdentified the man known as
Eric Starvo Galt as escaped
convict James Earl Ray, no
new federal warrant will be
issued, an FBI spokesman
said Friday in Birmingham.

The warrant issued Wednes-
day by the U. S. Commission-
er in Birmingham charged
Galt and a man alleged to be
his brother with conspiring to
degrive the Rev.. Martin Lu-

Warrant™

ther King of his constitutional

rights. This warrant is still

good, said Joseph H. Gamble,
special agent in charge of the

FBI in Birmingham.

Mr. Gamble said Galt is an :

alias used by Ray and, as:
such, the two names identify °

the same man. Thus there is
no need for a new warrant._

| Ray has also used “the

| aliases _James McBride

' James Waltcn, W. C. Herron, '

James. O’Conner and John
: Willard. - i

|

| -Another federal _ warrant,

:this one charging Ray with .
"unlawful flight from Missouri

to__avoid confinemept. _w

iiiissTET’mwing_ his escape. .
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Mystery Deepens

FBI Says H
Is Missouri
Jail Escap@e

The vdenhflcohon of a Missouri prison escapee as
Eric Starvo Galt by the FBI Friday left several questions
still unanswered, including the possnblhty that more.
than one person used the Galt name in the Consurqcy
to assassinate the Rev. Mortm -Luther King==2r% |

The FBI said James Earl |
Ray, 40-year-old escapee from- 4
the Missouri State Penitenti- -
ary, is the same man as Galt, |
who lived in Birmingham
briefly last year, visited here
again in late March and early .
April, and may have been
here in February. %

As nearly as can“be deter-
mined, those two or three
times are the only connections
Galt/Ray had with Birming- -
ham. Ray was born in Ilinois, *
had no record of arrests here, -
and Galt/Ray apparéiﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ
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rare only long enough _to

esiablish the Galt i&?ﬁﬁ[i."
However, too many Galts in

too many places at the same

iy

time, and varying descriptions |
of the elusive man, have led'| yoover announcing Ray is{ ous,” the FBI said.

to speculation that more than
one person used the name.
Bartending School

The person earlier identified
as  Galt
graduated from a bartending -
schou. in Los Angeles, Cal.,
on March 2, 1968. On March 1,

1

Muystang_in Atlanta back fo
e

car was purchased by Ga]t in

Birmingham last year. !
FBI Director J. Edgar (

the person sought in connec-
hon _with the King shooting, i
daid a systematic search of .

¢ Fafent fingerprints uncovered ! ;

supposedly was
i of ‘more th
led.lojhe dglermm:itxon Hthat -

a person who identified him- |

se. as Galt ordered a dupli-

caie driver's license from ‘ poried missing from the Mis-

Montgomery.
“he license was mailed to
2608 Highland-av, the board-
house where Galt had

!

" four

iived earlier, along with a bill .

:5 cents. The bill and the
onts were returned . to
izomery on March 6, al-

uugh the owner-manager of :

‘o
25

. robbery. - -

in the case against the prints ! .
an 53,000%persons

Gall and Ray are identical.”
Hoover said Ray was re- :

souri prison at Jefferson City :
months before Galt :
showed up in Birmingham.

In Missouri, he was serving
a 20-year sentence for armed -

As Galt, Ray had been the

" object of a nation-wide search :

tne boarding house said he ;

never saw the license, and ‘

some other mail has been {: o4 in Birmingham Wednes-

missing.
Also, descriptions of the -
killer in Memphis, the Galt in
Birmingham and Ray contain
some variations, including
+ which has ranged from 26

to Ray s 40.

Had Contact

Several
contact with an Eric Starvo

Galt had difficulty identifying .

pictures of him released earli-
er this. week by the FBI

i .z dageing lessops in New '

Orleans in 1964 and 1965 when |

1 3y was in . the Missouri
-.son,

Ard,” Galt reportemy s |

I
Mceanwhile, two Blrmmvham
scrvice station attendants who |

people who hadv

i
i

b

w.iked at a station near |

the rooming house where Galt |

stayed last year and said they

|

kncw the wanted man, Friday |
<aid they have told the FBI

e aw him in Birmingham |
in February.

- It ‘was also learned that the |
FBT had traced trading
sfamps folind in a 1965 Whit

1

-_‘ was
i authorities the same day.

] :

i

- which extended into Mexico.
A federal warrant charging
h1m with conspiracy was issu-

i day, and a murder warrant |
issued by Tennessee

Among the aliases now list-
i ed for Ray, in - addition to
| Galt, -are Harvey Lowmyer,
i "John Willard, James McBride,
© James Walton, W. C. Herron
‘and James O’'Conner. ’

John Willard was the name
on the register of the flop-;
house in Memphis frorerL which |
the sﬁbt‘i’hat killed King~ wax"

L fi ed . !
1n addition to MlSSOul‘l Ray

Ray claimed fo have begn
- born in IMi-
nois.

“Ray should be considered
armed and extrcme]y danger-

"PT‘OF"TO his csca'lpT"R‘y

"had_beep in the «Missougi
prison since March 17, 1960.
He had attempted to escape :

i in 1966 when he spent several !
JR——
i

chilly nights hiding in the :
prison’s ventilating system be- |
, fore he was found.

Prison officials

said ~ the

. escape a year ago apparently :

carefully planned. He
in the food

was
was working

. service system at the main

prison, and hid in a bread
truck which was leaving the

. walled area.

In 1966, Ray was sent to a
mental hospital in Missouri
for evaluation, -not commit-
ment. He was refurned to the
prison,  and -Warden Harold
Swenson said Ray displayed
no personality troubles or
adjustment  difficulties . not °
coﬂmoa—&oaconfmed men.”

has served time in the Los

- Angeles County jail in 1949;
state prisons at Joliet and :
Pontiac, IlI.,, from 1952 to !
1954, and the federal penitenti-
ary at Leavenworth, Kan,,
from 1955 to 1958. ’

Ray was described as a
white male, 5 feet, 10 inches
tall; 163 to 174 pounds with
blue eyes and brown hair. The
*FBI said he has a small scar’
“on the cenler of his forehead
and a scar on the palm of his
right hand. Ami—
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SOUGHT IN KING SLAYING—U, 5. Aty Gen.
msey Clark announced Friday in Washington that.
FBI has identified Jomes Eorl Ray, an sscapee
o Missouri Stote Penitertidry, as Eric Starvo Gols,
A =ft is Ray as he appeared when: arrested on a,
“wvysharge in St Louis in 1959, Above ¥5HR. ¢
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At upper right is q.otison.
d at ower right s &

picturs made of him whan he was taking dancing’ .
essons in Lalifornia fost year. The eyes, closed iy

*“2 originel photo, were painted in by .an FBI artist,;
o Té'féphams}f,_'“ : i = L

- rdiidn
- - T
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2Y TOM LANKFORD.__,

News staff writer

FBi agents were searching

; mda:.- lor James Earl Ray, a
.me Missouri prison
vste. yee wanted in the as-
bawvmuon of Martin Luther

.., under still another . -

s name.

“Wherever he is,” a source
close to the investigation told

T« News, “it’s a cinch he

.- assumed another identi-

.

. source said the search
for Ray — alias Eric Starvo
G John Willard, Harvey

i »uw-iver, James MecBride,
<« Walton, W, C. Herron
a. James O'Conner — 18
centered in Mexico,: '

“Ther s also a good chance’
Toance it to Cuba it He'sS
i ve,” he sald. He refus--
ed « clworate, e:‘h—-:.—.e !

erprints uncovered ift
i sy death probe shatter‘ s
Q__.a———")

=8

REaane :
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edl Galt’s carefully fabricated
btief stay in Birmingham.

; HE TBI, said a search of

“files s.on_53,000 "want’éu—‘-‘-fﬁﬁ'

“sons' Inthe ‘bureau’s identifi-
:cation division ’
4 n pegged Galts

n&-nnty JHe is a natlve ot
- Illinois. S
*Wesgabhshed resxdencev
in Birmingham ant~ Boug
riflé’ and car here to throw
authorities off his trall mve-
stigators believe. ‘ .

The gun, tossed on the.
sidewalk after the 'assassina-
tion, and the car, abandoned
in ‘Atlanta with its Jefferson
County license plates, quickly
led"agents here.

The shadowy leads quickly
deadended in falsehoods and
contradictions. .

Carelessly left fingerprints
now have caused an:obscure
exconviet. who once robbed a
taxi.driver of $11 fo emerge
from thé shadows.

TR ‘A

No.one connected_with the
investigation will say where
the.seemingly unlimited funds
of Ray (Galt) came from, or:
if they think he had accom-

Dhﬂﬁs - e e

A NATIVE of Alfon, T,
. Réy escaped the Mlssoun
Sthte Pemtentlary at Jeffer-
sof Qlty, April . 23, 1967. He

‘was serving a 20-year sentence

fm" an armed: robbery in St
Louis.

Détective Harry Conners,’
whb handled the Missouri
artest, questioned Ray after
thé:-$120 holdup of a grocery.

-can't deny it, and I won’t

‘adiit-it,” he quoted Ray as

saying.

*He just sat there with a
silly- grin on his face,” the
detectxve noted in his entnes
at;the time. .

Another St Louis police-
mgn, Ralph King, today said

‘“‘appeared \very unsta-
]?]‘1&@" e Sty
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:A“_V;—m had hisfirst h"l!sh
v.in the law when he stole a
typewriter in Los Angeles 18
years ago, is now wanted by
the FBI for conspiracy and by
Memphis police for murder.

He has been portrayed by
the FBI as a 40-year-old loner
and avid dancer who special-
izes in armed robberies.

THE AGENTS said Ray,
using the name Eric Starvo
Galt, registered at a Birming-
ha:s. rooming house four
months after his jail escape
anc lived there six months.

e moved last Oct. 7, they
said, but retumed here sever-
& umes.

Galt’'s landlord, Peter
Cherpes, 72, Friday nlght “sald
b. couldn’t identify any of the
v.vied photographs of Ray as

man who lived at his-

e, .
-~y don’t kmow,”  said
L+ pes, who claimg he may
fomet “a hame hut never a
fac . “I just can’t be sure.”

£ NEWS also traced
Gs' .0 the Mayfield Cleaners,
2222 Highland Ave., .and a
Standard Oil
oor, but none of those who

thie "pictures.
“he manager of the clean-
eis said records showed Galt
a coat and pants there

ti. e times last September.

\’s been so long, I didn’t e

evei remember the name,”
th. woman manager said.’
“Y.. the FBI - came five
tin .,
loc’. ig through our records.”
-endants at the -gas
s. .. 'on said they remembered
Ga'’s car had a trailer hitch

on it and said he claimed it
used to pull a fishingt.

Wi
e

_ farms.

station . next |

BTt qt there’s no indjcation the *.
FBI- was any closer to catch-
ing ,Ray than it was Wednes-
day’when it put the name Galt
on § fugitive warrant charg--
ing him and “‘a man he alleged .
to e his brother’” with de-
priving King of his civil rights:

said’a 1966 escape try, thwart-
-ed When Ray was discovered :

in g ventilator shaft, landed i:
him*in a Fulton, Mo., prison

hospxtal facility for ‘a mental 1

checkup. [ ‘
]

“We gave him our Grade A,
Class I workup,” recalled Dr. ;
Donald B. Peterson, hospital
superintendent. “We found no '
mental disease or defect w1th- j
in the law.”

'I‘he next escape by Ray the :
follovying year was successful :
when. he hid in a t{ruck ecarry-
ing bread from the peniten-
tlary, bakery to its honor
claimed he was born -

LA

in~ Detatat,

111, but. Payl Price, A Alton ty

clerk said records show
was born there two years

. ‘earlier in 1926.
weited on him -could identify

questioning me and -

[

WITH RAY'S (Galt’s)
photograph on front  pages
av-5ss the: nation, ‘a, massive

n. .unt for the fugitive has
bu)lmp the’
nztipn’s history,

largest in. the -
w H

. RECORDS at the Fulton’
“facility indicated Ray’s par-q‘
“ents were dead. His mother-

was listed as Mrs.
Ryan of St. Louis.

Lucxll_e

‘using a string of aliases in
' brushes with the law begin-
‘ning sevéral years after he
dropped out of the 10th grade
“at Alton, TiL.

John Willard was the name
he used, according {o the FBI,
when he checked in a skid-

.row Memphis rooming house,

- back to back with the Lor-
“raine Motel, where King was
fatally shot.
Eric Starvo Galt was the
name agents said he used
* when he purchased a 30.06
ri

in Birmingham.

The -FBI said -Galt started,b

and 1966 white Mustang
Emmdaiy

" That rifle, recoveé:__d outside

 the Memphis rooming house,
- has been ‘matched by ballis-

tics as: the gun that killed

.. King, Nobel Peace Prize win-
»ning civil rights leader.

RAY WAS SAID by the FBI

. N ; " to hav i
PRISON OFFICIALS today ave worked at various

times as a laborer, baker and
color matcher. In addition,

. the man known as Galt said

he had worked as @ merchent
seaman, a shipbuilder ' and

..riverboat cook.

All told, Ray spent more

- ‘than 13.years behind bars and

a three-month stretch in the

" Army at hard labor fo being

drunk and ‘‘breaking arrest.”
The Army discharged Ray,

" . saying_he couldng adapt to'
mﬁiﬁmﬁiﬂe -
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Ray

was man @f

many \

7%&@@8;

BY CHARLES RICHARDSON, News staff writer

He was Ray in Chicago, Willard in a Memphls flophouse,'

and Galt in Birmingham.

]

']
lan

And he was other men at other tlmes and in other places— ‘
Harvey Lowmyer, James McBnde, James Walton, W C Her-

yois, James O Connor, -

»He was,either 38 years oId or 40 dependmg on whxch birth E

date you want to believe.

and depending on his mood,
.. & what he felt like saying’
ai e moment, he was a rwer-
puat cook or a merchant sea-f
man or a shipyard worker or
a laborer or a color matcher’
or a handyman L :

He was a vagie, unsettled '

purtrait of many men, most of
them men. who never. were,

working at Jobs that never'

were,

What is he then, thls much- 3

publicized and most-wanted 1
m. singled out by the law as -

probably the ambush killer of ;
Or. Martin Luther - King m i

Memphls April 4?7

real:
from Alton, IIL,
old” hana Behmd prison bars’

wha. was. bounced _from th the
Army as an unfit soldier.
He's a robber and a bur-
giar, a drifter and a loner,
and a man who’s never suc#
ceeded at much of anything,
. wough- there are indications’
— bartender’s school and
dancing lessons and a careful:
attention to dress — that hint;
inat he desperately wanted to.”
So t'ar, he’s sucgeeded only
in" becoming the most’ hunted

He’s James ‘Earl Ray,"
and'he is an .

&‘_\—-— -—-«.9‘ .

man_in decades and possibly
in this country’s —Tistory..
Across the nation this week-"

end, in country post offices’

and big city federal buildings,

his FBI poster is going up on-

bulletin boards. In uncounted
hundreds of newspapers and
on numberless thousands of
TV screens, his face will
become as familiar as your
next-door neighbor.

Still, he remains as eluswe
as an April night’s firefly.

It is the f{flitting, shadowy

Ray, police say, who is believ-
~HIS MUCH apparently, 1s'

ed to have fired the 30.06

Remington rifle that inflicted :
the massive neck wound that:
killed Dr. King from a dis-'

tance of 200 feet.

WHAT THE killer did with
his possessions in the next
few moments,

and with his’

Mustang automobile on’ the
day that followed, raised little -
signposts of evidence that led.

the FBI to the first of the
“other” James Earl Rays
Enc Starvo Galt.

' There..is . reason jo behe!e

. t{lat Eric_Starvo Galt is a

,that he is

i carefully - concocted, Bjrmmx-

« ham alias. Except for the one.
doubtless using
now, it may be Ray”’s last.

* With any study of his life’ s
" turbulent history, the man’s
systematlc conniving to create
ric Galt seems ]ess
unusual He was fitted for it
through long years of crime:
.and brawling and close asso--
‘ciation with the men and the:
places where such connivance
is perfected :

It began on a spring night:
in Chicago in 1952, when Ray .
“robbed a taxi- driver of  a’
: picayunish $11 and then dlvedv
through a basement window
to escape pursuing police. But
.he was nabbed on the spot :
“and sent to the Illinois State :
" Penitentiary, where he stayed
juntll 1954.

.’ys

oo e

ONCE OUT, the beer-drink-i

:ing, vodka-loving Ray was‘
- arrested that same year on;
" burglary charges which were -
- dropped at Edwardsville, Il
- But less than 12 months later,
“in March, 1955, he was tried ]
in a federal court in Kansas.'
¢ City for forging postal money *
. orders and given three years
: and nine, months in the feder-
al prison at Ft. Leavenworth."
Once again, he went behmd
bars and, once again, emerg-.;
ed toughened but unchastened-
‘April 15, 1958.

Some 18 months ‘later, he
was arrested for robbing a:
‘supermarket in St. Louis and,
‘this time, drew the longest of |
all his prison sentences: 20 l
years. T

They sent him to the MlS- s
-souri State penitentiary,

‘where he tried twige to. es; !

cape . He climbed up a ventila:,
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tor, shaft ape ume, and they
found him.

On the second fry — April,

3 of last year — he made it,

h.dmg in a bakery truck that .
trundled him safely and un-

seen out the prison gates.
Ixit James Earl Ray again.

Znter Eric Starvo Galt in
August of last year, when he

took a room on Birmingham’s - ) .
* his special ‘safety deposit box’

hHighiand Avenue and signed

in under that then-unknown ‘

alias.

BEFORE HE arrived here, -
ne had graduated from bar-
tesder’s’ school in Los An-

zc.es, but when he finished he .

Gidn’t even accept the school’s
offer to help place him on a -

o5

He told his Blrmmghamﬁ

landlord he was unemployed.
but had recently worked in a
Mississippi shipyard., He was
i~re, he said, to collect some
v.aemployment compensation.

The shipyard job, like a

number of other employment,

ciaims in his haphazard past,
ceuld not be confirmed. He
claimed in Chicago to be a
laborer, but the company at

the address he listed had.
never heard of him. He claim- -.

ed, again in Chicago, to have
worked for a business corpo-
‘ration which, like the others,
denied knowing of him.

But joblessness In Birming- .

ham was no handicap to the
neatly dressed Galt. He readi-
ly pam 3Z,000 in cash for a

' problem

whife 1963 Mustang wh‘pse
owner said he never really |
expected to get his asking
price.

AND GALT DIDN'T: even
argue terms, the first owner
‘'said. All he asked was that
the man wait while he went to :
get the money, probably from

at Birmingham Trust National
"Bank.

"The FBI said Galt — or Ray
er Willard or Lowmyer, et al
—had put some 19,000 miles
~on the Mustang in the inter-
> vening months, dmvmg to
" 'Mexico, Los Ange]es and New
. Orleans.

These were blg-money trips.

What was ‘the source of the

money?

Here, Galt kept'to himself.
But he enrolled in a Birming-
ham daneing school, some-
thing he had done in New
Orleans earlier. And he drank -
a good Dbit and had no .
paying for vthe :
Mustang. B
Nor did he shrink from the !
price when he went to a local
sporting goods store and pick-
ed out a hefty, expensive,
high-powered rifle.. Along-with

_it, he selected a sniperscope.

THEN, AS obscurely and
anonymously as he had enter-.
ed it, Galt exited Birming-
ham. . o sty |

_He had lived nhere some"

seven months, and facts point
heavily to the conclusion that
his sole purpose may have

been to establish a false

person—the Eric Starvo Gall
of Birmingham’s Southside.

And it was no really diffi-.
cult task to backtrack from -

Memphis to Galt’s Southside

- address.

The _rifle in question had
been tossed to -the ground

. beside - the” flophouse in Mem-
_phis from which the bullet.,
had been fired. Two white*

Mustangs were seen parked in
the same block as the flop-
" house. The license, or one of

.'them, was red and white —
““colors used only by ‘Alabama "’

and Arkansas

SUCH A ‘MUSTANG was

* found - abandoned at
“ Atlanta housing prolect "The
license had
Galt in Birmingham.

JFrom, that point, with elabo-'

rate féotwork, the FEI Tnk lmxeu

Galt and Ray andeall _the,
other assumed names and
identities.

Ray, according to the best
available descriptions, is five .
feet, 10 inches tall with blue
eyes and short brown hair. He
has scars’on the forehead and |
palm, and his nose is narrow !
and straight. He has a notice-
ably protruding left ear, and”
he tugs on the lobe when ;

" nervous. He speaks in a rural

accent and is fond of hxllbllly

. musw

The FBI wants hxm for
conspiracy .to .violate civil
rights. Thé Memphis police,
want him for- murder. There*
is reason to beheve others i

. may be ‘involved.

But will -they, too, emerge

" with as many faces?e—a——w-

an’

been issued to:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




A man who lived in Birmingham briefly last year,
identified as Eric Starvo Galt, 36, was formaliy charged
by the FBI Wednesday in the fatal shooting of the Rev.
Martin Luther King.

Galt, who apparently spent several weeks in Bir-

/\ . . mingham establishing an
identity in August, Sep-
tember and October, 1967,
v was charged with conspir-
ing fo violate the civil
rights.of_Dr_King.
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In Memnhiz, 5 Galt  was
charged  with  first degree
murder late Wednesday in the
assassination of King.
Tennessce Dist, Atty. Phil
Canale filed the murder
charge. It was sizned by
General Sessions Court Judge
Wayne Lindsey.

The state warrant charged
that  Galt  “did unlawfully,
feloniously, willfully, deliber-
« ¥, premeditatedly and of
his malice aforethought kill
and murder Martin  Luther
King Jr.”

The FBI gave 7o indication
of Gal’s hometown, and little
of* his personal history prior
o' the tme he came to
Birmingham and rented a
room in a Southside boarding
liouse some eight months be-
fore King was shot in Mem-
phis, Tenn.

Y/arrant Issued Here

The IFBI charze was lodged
in a warrant issued by Mrs.
Mildred F. Sprague, U. §.
commissioner in Birmingham
4t the request of the Federal
) urcau of Investigation.

. The charge was announced
An Washington by U. S. AttyJ
Gen. Ramsey Clark and FBi
Director J. Edgar Hoover., 3

They said Galt was being
sought “as a fugutive on a

federal charge arising from’

e fatal shooting of the Rev.,
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in
Memphis, Tenn., on April 4,
588,
Reports Confirmed

It was the first time the FBI
nad confirmed reports dug out
in Investigations by newsmen
that Galt was a suspect in the
casc and that he had lived in
Birmingham.

It had been determined that

¢ suspect, while in Birming-
sam, had bought a car and

ined a driver’s license at
ke Southside address.

The FBI publicly released a_

photograph it identified as
sat of Galt, but persons who
had contacted the man had
some doubt about whether it
was the same man who spent
dime in Birmingham or regis-
.cved in the Memphis  flop-
aouse from which the shot
wat killed King “was fired.

Deubls

Peter N."CE S, owner of
the  Birmingham rooming
house where Galt stayed, said
the picture *‘looks something
like him.” He said Galt’s hair
- was light brown and showed
up oo dark in the picture. The
FBI stalement, however, said

Galt had light brown hair,
i Asked if he had ever noticed

(rﬁ t pulling his ear, a nervou;
ab‘t 1epoztea by the FBI.

M. Cherpes said, “No.” i
In Memphis, Mrs. Bessie
Brewer, who rented a room to
2’s killer, said, “I just

t kn 0w, I just don’t know

Cherh’e Stevens, who lives
in the house and saw the
killer, said the photograph
“doesn’t register.”

And in Atlanta, a taxi

iver who had said he haulec
Galt two blocks the nigh
a:‘wr the killing, said the
picture released by the FB:
was-different from one he had
scen earlier,

“The one the FBI showec

“meé rwas younger. The face

was-much thinner. The chegks
weren’t as fleshy,” he said, |

- *Conspiracy Charged |
_~J,oseph H. Gamble, specéal
agent in charge of the FBI in
Birmingham, said the pictures
were ©f Galt, taken this year,
“in March I think.”

It was Gamble who filed the
compiaint against Galt.
™ Tae FBI said at least two
men  conspired to deprive
King of his civil rights, Galt
and -“an individual whom he
aLeced to be his brother

f"’ N )’
© " Gun Traced Here
The FBI also said a 30.06
rifle; equipped with a teles-
copic sight and found near the
__.JcA 1phis rooming house, was
- purchased in Birmingham on
" March 30 along with the sight.
. The name of the dealer was
. iisclosed, but speculation
‘been that the gun was
‘purchased from gz sporting
‘rC\ulb store near the airport.
. owner of the store con-
© hie had’talked with the
S FBI, ;m would not say if he
haC sold the gun.
- Hoover sz2id,Zzlt, who has
-used the names of John Wil-

- -
lard and Harvey.Lowmyer in
the past, is the owner of a
1936 white” ’\Iustang bearing
Alabama license plates. The
Mustang, which Galt report-
edly purchased last August
from the sales manager of a
Birmingham lumber compa-
ny, was found abandoned in
Atlanta, Ga., last Thursday
and has been impounded by
the FBI.

Traveled 15,000 Miles
The car’s odometer showed
it had been driven more than

3 16,000 miles between August

and April, the FBI said.
Hoover said Galt's travels

, In the car include trips ts Los

Angeles, Calif., New Orloans,
Birmingham, Mexico ;.”nd
Memphis. L

Galt, according to the FBI
statement, claimed to have
been employed as a cock on
Mississippi River vessels and
as a merchant seaman.

“He is said to be an avid
dancer and took dancing les-
sons in New Orleans in 1964
and 1965; in Birmingham dur-
ing September and October,
1967, and in Long Beach,
Calh,, from December, 1967,
to February, 1968, the FBI
said.

Deserintion Given

Several dancing studios and
dancing - instructors in Bir-
mingham contacted Wednes-
day nighi, said they did not
remember Galt,

The F3I statement said
Galt is a white male, five feet,
11 inches tall, 180 to 175
pounds, a neat dresser, of
medium build, with Lrown
hair in a “brush cut.” He has
blue eyes, his nose is straight
and narrow and his teeth are
straight and clean, the state-
ment said.

A fan of couniry and west-
ern music, Galt is said to
have a preference for vodka
and beer, 4the_ EBI.said,
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EBI PHOTCS OF GALT—The FBI Wednesday issued these two photos of a man

o &
it identified as Cric Starvo Galt, also known as Harvey Lowmyer and John Willard.
A warrant has been issued charging Galt with conspiracy in the assassinction of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The open eyes in the photo at right were sketched
iny EBI artists. Co """"*/

I

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



{mount Clipping in Space Below)

BY BILL MOBLEY

When the man being sought
across the country for con-
spiring to kil Dr. Martn
Luther King Jr. created a new
identity, he picked a unique
combination in Eric Starvo
Galt.

The mysterious Gall used
the name when he checked in
al  Economy Rooms, 2608
Highland-av, on Aug. 26, 1637
- Proprietor Pecter N. Cher
said during the six woeks
man called Gall boarded w
him. He (Galt) bought a cer,
obtained a drivers license and
zot a letter and a package
from Chicago in thal name.

He vanished from the room-
ing house on Oct. 7.

Why did he select the
names?

A loil of research with the
aid of employes of the Birm-
ingham Public Library re-
veals some significance in the
names. Eric and Erik have
slightly different meanings in
different languages, but ail
signify royalty. The Teutonic
version is ‘“‘ever kingly or
ever king;”  Anglo-Saxon,
“‘brave — _powerful,” lénd

orse is “evet riing.”

[, The middle name is unig' 1e
as far as library volumes 20
on names, given or surnames,
ccause that name Is not ,
listed in either. Starvo does |
not show as a name as far &as :
has been determined,

Galt is listed in “Surnames
of Scotlan&™-ana—is a variant
of Gaul or Gauld, and means
“a boar pig.”

Several .Galts are listed in
the American Genealogical
Biographical Index, mostly in

the New England States and
\/vwxma The first mention|of
Galt is Willlam Galt, balue
C 331111[) of Perth in 1637, and
Samuel Galt of Ayrshire was
an early settler in New Hamp-
shive.

No Galts are, listed in the
Birmingham city = directory,
but a man and wife by that
name are listed in the metro-
politan Directory. =7
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Was Eric Stalvo Galt a pa‘d and bariender lessons, a hi:
assassin? ., . vowered. rifie . and. 'scoj
sporty clothes, room an
board, -lodging, meals " af
night-clubbing, and ‘expenses;

The FBI said, “No com- J0r.19.008 miles of auto travc
ment.” ' o

That question went unan-
swered today.

The News has determin d
from questioning persons wio
c‘ame in contact with Galt,
h}‘wever that the murder

/Sﬂv%pect apparently had unii-
mlted cash. :

And he had no known job or
history of employment.

He had a safe deposit box at
Birmingham Trust National
Bank from which he removed
a large amount of cash last
Aug. 30. He gave up the box
in December. ’

He paid a local man $2,000
in cash for a "1966 white
Mustang.

\Se 31.:0 pald for dancing
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BY TG LANKEGRD, News staff writer

A search for Evic Starvo Galt, charged late Wednesday with conspiracy and murder in ijii.

assassination of Martin Luther King Jr.,

led to dead-ends.

sp;ead outside the United States today as all clues stii.

e

It is believed the suspect, who is also known as John Willard and Harvey Low*meyel Nes
fled to Mexico or Cuba, according to a source c lose to the mvestwamon

“There’s no positive trace,”
the investigator said. “He just
vanished.”

THE SOURCE also confirm-
<ed that Galt may have delib-;
J:erately created false identitics;:
and fabricated pasts, as re-|
‘ported by The Birminghamu‘a
News last Friday.

The News also learned to-
aay that the 30.06 rifle equip-
ped with a telescopic sight,
which was bought in Birming-
han: in late March, has bheen
Getermined by hallislic tests
10 be the murder weapon.

The gun was found near the
Memphis rooming house
shortly after King was slain
April 4.

The FBI said in the fugitive

jarrant  issued Wednesday
that Galt, who gave his age as+ A
36, conspired with a man.
“whom he alleged to be his |
brother”: to violate Kmfr s¢
civil rights.

FBI DIRECTOR J. Edgar
Joover said the conspiracy to
“injure, oppress, threaten or
intimidate” King began ‘‘on
or about March 30”7 in Birm-
incham. That date coincides
with the time the ambush gun
was purchased.

A first-degree murider
charge was also filed against
Galt in Memphis, where King,

Nobel Prize-winning civil
vizhts  leader, was shot (o
_eaih on his motel balcony.

The murder charge carries
ilie death penalty in Tennes-
zce, and the conspiracy
charge, which would be tried
‘3 Birmingham where the
carrant was issued, carries a
35,000 fine and 10-year prison
sentence as maximum penal-
W

The FBI refused to com-

"ment further on the alleged

brother in their release, which
solicited public aid in finding

the suspect.

Agents also declined to say
why a wairant was not issued
for the brother, or why the
release did not say if the
man’s identity had been as-
certained.

[N
/\ - LA.I-AL‘M

conspiracy were mis-
the F3I release,
Gezit’s  birthplace,
and schooling.

alleged

Sl.xO rom
such &S
emiployment

Gelt's past was traced only
briefly since “15§& or 19§57,
when he fook dancing lessons
in New Orleans; the six-week
resicency in  Birmingham
from Aug. 28, 1867 to Oct. 7,
and whilé he was in Los
Angeles until time of the
alleged _conspiracy here in
March.

The FBI ral

07 m T, I 14
gragia oL Gail — ¥

nhoto-

cased '

wick had fo
by an
artisi — and said it was made
in March.

have iie eyes apensd

But the photo brought un-
certain response from  wits
nesses who carlier had identi-
fied "¥BI sketches as the
assassin.

V. A. Bass, night manager
of Linden Lodge in Memphis,
sal¢ the FBI picture ‘‘strong-
ly vesembled” a man who
siayed at the lodge from
April 3 through April 5.
-said, however, that the man’s
hair thinner and lighter
in color.

Bass

was

szid the man, who

‘claimea 10 be @=riverboat Y.

DETATLS of the\ ‘

He -

cook, made_10_local calls and
four long-distance calls, one
to the Ingalls shipyard in St..
Loulis.

“It's not him,” Charles Q.
Stevens, who got a side view
of the sniper as he fled the
Memphis rooming house, said.
“Unless he was wearing a wig
or had had a face'lift or
something, it’s not the man I
saw.” :

HE SAID THE hair was 100
full and the face too young.
“I'm not sure,” said Peter
“ Cherpes, manager of a Birm-
ingham poarding house where
an Eric Galt stayed. He had
said, “It's him, I'm sure,”
when he viewed sketches last
week. EEN

“The man who lived here
did not have such thick hair,
and it was light brewn, not
dark like in the picture,”
Cherpes said. “Also, I think
his face was thinner.”,

“Are you sure this isn’'t his
brother?” asked a local lum-
ber company official who sold
Galt the 1966 Mustang., “I
can’t say that this is the man
who bought the car.”

His wite, who also saw the
man named Galt, said she
also didn’t recognize the man
from the FBI photo.

IN ATLANTA, a taxicab
driver said an FBI picture he
identified as a fare on a
two-block trip the night afier
the slaying was different from
the one released Wednesday.

“That is definitely not the
man I picked up,” the driver
said,

All (ke witnesses said t..
F3I had not shown them the
new pihot orrca'm i ot Galt.
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‘None &aid they rememberced

“all having-u-proicuding left
which was a prominent
ture described by the FBI.
cither did they. remember
nim tugging at an ear lobe,
‘ch was a nervous habit of
Gall.

But  Joseph H. Gamble,
azent-in-charge of the Bir-
mingham FBI office, said the
photograph was of Galt and
had been made recently.

THE FBI STARTED hunt-
iny Galt a week ago. Agents
ax  late as Tuesday were
wsiting bavs and shoe shine
variors, and contacting per-
sons named Galt and Gault in
at attempt to find him.

Zersons who have met Galf,

w81 reported, described
siin as a loner with a “rural”
cuality in his speech, which
suzgests he probably does not
ve a high degree of educa-
Lo

The suspect is  fond of
vodka, beer and hiilbilly mu-
sic, 1ne FBI said, and likes to
dance.

The federal release said
Galt is ‘the owner of a 1966
whaite  Mustang  found in
Atlania the day after King
v snot to death, The vehicle
v . left in the. parking lot of
a . wpartment project near thg
Gcm‘gia Capitol. 11,

TWO  WHITE Mustangs\
were parked near the rooming
house  shortly before the
spooting  in Memphis, wit-
ncsses said, and both disap-

ed minutes later.,

tnesses told of @ man in a

< business suit, neatly
caressed, walking - down  the
=iC8 10 the strect, dropping a
rifle and geftting into a
Musiang with either Alahama :
or Arkansas license plates.

The FBI said Gall’'s car

7

iraveled more than 19,000
s between Aug. 30 and the
it was abandoned in |
ala. There, were trips to |
‘ngeles, New Orleans and !
Sacxico,

The Bn‘mmnham man who .
soid the car to Galt told The
News  late Wednesday of a
wivd story of employment
la by the' suspect.

“.i¢ said he had been work-
ing on a barge line in Loui- !

said the man, who
to be identified,
that he was here to get
o with Soc1ax Security.”

“brother.”

Jr,: and wae-mradwed \Ia)ch

tne 1BI said.

N HOLLYWOOD, director .
Tomas Reyes Lau of Interna-
tional School of Bartending
said Galt disappeared after
refusing a job, to “visil.his
Lau said Galt was
ah excellent student,

“He never sald anything
‘about Negroes,” Lau said.
There were no Negroes in the
class.

In this application to the
bhartending school Jan. 18,
Galt wrote that he was single
but listed his draft siatus as
3-AL

That status is for a ‘‘regis-
trant with a child or children,
and registrant deferred by
reason of extreme hardship to

S

dependents.

-’7

HE <D the same birth-
date —| as he
¢id on his Alabama driver’s
Jicense' application September
l!) .

! The .bartender school -ap-
mca*mn listed a HolI)wood
Boulevard hotel as his home
address, and previous sala“y
as J’)O ‘

ki

apparvently  Jeft  for
E.‘mmgh: 1, where he then
hought the rifle and conspired
to kil E{;n;;, according to the

"%, The agents said he was
in femphis April 3 and 4.

First disclosure that autho-
rities had evidence of a con-
spiracy in King’s slaying
came. Tuesday from Sheriff
Mecl Bailey. ‘

He said the conspiracy had ;
hopes of “‘the fatal shot being
fircd in Birmingnam.”

The assassin may have dog-
ged King off and on for some

time before finally going to}
Memphis to

rights leadér, Dauey said. /

slay the cmL/'

/

\

\

i

P

»1;[(%1\111" price, which T had nc

GALT HAD told others here
he had been EsHpbuiider in
AMississippi, a merchant sca-

man in Louisiana and a cook

on a Mississippi riverboat.
He also lied about having a

1962 Louisiana driver’s license.

Galt bought the Mustang in
answer to a newspaper ad and
paid a premium pricc —
$2,000 — for the used car.

“He only had me to drive

Ahim areund the block once,”

the former car owner saidj
““He didn’t haggle over thc;
hope of getting, and went ta_,
the bank to get cash for the
sale.”

Galt is said to have taken
dancing lessons in New Or-
leans in 1984 and 1933; in
Birmingham d&uring Septem- |
ber and October, 1967, and in |
Long Beach, Calif., from |
December to February, 1968. |

While in-the Los Angeles
area this year, Galt took a//

\course at a whnn_gbbancna-f}
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FBI PHOTO OF SUSPECT ERIC GALT i
. .. Eyes closed in original pictures—rmm=r/
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" BY CHARLES McFADDEN

) LOS ANGELES ®

Two men say they told the FBI that a man

identified as Eric Starvo Galt was a shy, quiet manm

who spent $700 in three months on dancing and

bartending lessons.

The managers of a dancing school and a bartending

. school told newsmen Wednesday they identified a

former pupil as Galt, who is wanted in the slaying of
Martin Luther King Jr. April 4 in Memphis.

ROD ARVIDSON, 48, general manager of National
Dance Studios, said he notified the FBI Saturday after
recognizing Galt from a composite drawing in a ,
npwspaper. ' '
| _'He’s certainly no -mixer,” Arvidson said. “He ¢

had troubie coordinating one fcot with another.”
¢ A photograph of Galt circulated by the FBI was

obtained Tuesday ‘from the International School . of

Bartending, the school’s director said. The director,

Tomas Reye_s Lau, said a man called Eric 8. Galt was

graduated from the Hollywood school March 2 after an

excellent record in a $225 four-week course, which he
attended Saturday,mo_r‘g_ingbsr anc Sunday afternoons.

e
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