


NOT THE MAN I'SAW, 5AY5 CHARLES Q. STEVENS, RIGHT
Talks to Bill Harrington, Mempkis nswspaper artist who drew original composite -

"RECOGNIZED BY DANCE INSTRUCTORS
« + « Kathy Norton and Red-arvidson of Long Beach, Calif.
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- SAYS GALT WAS BEST STUDENT IN BARTENDING CLASS
« + + Director Tomas Reyes Laa d’escribe_d him as “very Intelligent”
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BY GEORGE METZ
News staff writer

Zric Starvo Galt pulchasel
wo rifles from a Bnmmgham
sporting goods . store.

The first, a .243 Reming-
ton, he returned the following
day, March 30, and — deliber-
ately or through.a slip of the
lip — set the stage for the
federal conspiracy warrant
filed against him Wednesday
bv the Federal Burcau of
investigation in the slaying of
Dr. Martin Luther Xing.

Galt reportedly wanted fo
exchange the .243 Reming-
ton for a 30-06, remarking to
he store clerk that he and
“his  brother” had decided
that the heavier .243
Remington cartridge load
was not what they wanted —,.
Am, the huntm" they had in
‘_.md

"dThe spmtinrr 'foods”'s"
" management refused to-c¢
. firm or deny the reported rifis

exchange or, for that matte.,'f

‘comment on any aspect of 11
alieged sale

HOWEVER, THIS Birming-
ham News reporter was toil
two days before the FBI':

federal conspiracy warran:’

was filed heré Wednesday
that Galt first purchased =z
.243 Remington, then ex-
changed it the following d&y
after he and “his brother”
decided the 30-06 better suited
their hunting purposes.

Ard
e I'BI char "ed at Ieas.,
persms conspired in the Xing
assassination, Galt and “&a
individual whom he alle gea k|
he his bhrother . . .’ :Ka
descriptign_or. other informz

}ﬂ,\
Li

! (3
..A._.L_‘.\J

ST,
\LJ»A.

' : . . . .
¢ tion“was given rcgarding the

1"b1c”m nor was anything
le\cmcd regarding the alleg-
\cd ‘conspiracy beyond this
reference. :
Gait also requested, Thé
\ew§ was 101, thas the 30-06
"Rémington, later found
avandoned outside the Memt
phis rooming Thouse from
which Dr. King was believed
shot, be mounted with =z
Redfield telescopic sight and
“zerced in.” It was not said-
whether this was done by the
Birmingham firm.

HOWEVER, MENTION of a
“brother” in the FBI’s later
announcement gave credence
to the information concerning
the alleged rifle exchange,
Galt's purported remark and
other information supplied by
The News' source.

This included information
that a beer can found in the
$8.530-a-week room rented by
“Jonn Willard,” one of two
aliases listed by the FBI for
Galt, bore a Mississippl tax
stamp; a shaving article had
heen traced to a chain store
outlet in Columbia, Mo.; and
a pair of pliers to California.

FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover’s announcement
Wednesday said Galt’s travels
in a 1966 white Mustang, |
purchased by Galt here and {
fourd abandoned in an |
Atlanta public housing park- J
ing Jor following King’s slay- r
ing, included visits to Los‘
Angeles and  Long Beach, !
Calif. No mention was made |
of Missouri or Mississippi, |
however, #——2»
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The FBITaso nas not dis- |
counted the possibility, it was
stated, that a forcign power,
possibly Cuba, might have
been involved in the King
assassination. The abandoned
Mustang hore Mexican visa
stickers and Galt's travel itin-
erary given by Hoover also
mentioned a visit to Mexico.

WHATEVER THE basis of
the alleged conspiracy to slay
King, police and law enforcp-
inent officers generally agrie
1Eric Starvo Galt” was |a
over, established by the my-
sterious murder suspect for a
.purpose. And beyond this cov-
er, Galt’s true identity appar-
ently has not heen establish-
ed.

But his mention of a ‘‘broth-

er” being involved in the
reported rifle exchange deci-
sion, established grounds for
“‘conspiracy” needed for the
federal warrant and brought
the Galt identity into the
open. wmEm—y L

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

[

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

T {‘*:‘\7
S ‘»/J
o

‘ 3

ik IV Wi

ATLANTA, Ga. @

An Atlanta taxi driver says
an I‘I)I s'\'ctch matches @ rude
o rode with him two

theast Atlania’s
¢” section a night after
Mavtin Luther King Jr.
Was slain, ’

e said the man ne ident-
ted 1o an FBI agent in &
sieteh Tuesday was in a
and rushed from his
xi, flinging the fare onto tke

I

scat,

The driver, who asked 1!‘.\'.1
his namec not be used, sad
I'BI agents have been check-
ing taxi trip sheeis since a
white Mustang, matching the
descrintion
leaving = the  assassination
se in Memphis, was found
ndoned in

¢ FBI conlinued its “no
(@9 M)t” policy. Atlanta po-

of a car scen-’

Atlanta last

jice said they had received no

injormation on the report.

In Birmingham Monday, the
landlord of a bearding house
said he was sure the descrip-
iion of Erie Starve Galt fit
. of a man sought bv the
“That's him, I'm sure,”
1 Pectler Cherpes, 72, refer-

(0 the drawings.

|
. d
She Aflania texi dy
¢: hame Galt was not men/
tored to him by the IFBI
azzent, He sald the agent
\Hn”oncd him first about a
N he had carvied from a
atclub near Peachuee and
Swreets, but the driver
.. he knew the patron “and
L was not the same man.”

v -

erosal Ny

]

sowever, the agent then

e et gketeh  which
to he a type of
composite  photograph, and
the driver recognized him as
a fare he had picked up
between 10 p.m. and midnight
Friday, April 5, about four

. blocks away at Peachiree and

14th  Sireets In front of a
pie” cofice house, He said

‘e told me to make a

cariver said, “I went about two
blocks, and he tolc me he
wanted to get out. “"When I
stonped, he opened the cdoor,
and I turned avound 1o make
sure I got my rfare. I got a
zood look at him. I put my
hand out, but he th'vw the
money on the seat, and it fell
on the floor,” the driver said.
“That made me mad. That’s
the main reason I remember
him so well.”

He said the man left the
taxi and started away. “I
don’t know where he went)
the driver said. I drove off.”

The driver described the
man zs apbout 5 feet 11 and 28

ears old with  dark

"Hb was  very

he Salu, add-

sut 2 e, ‘He looked as 1f .

he had had acne. It looked
scars. on his face
irom pimpnles.”

The driver said he had sebn\
several bm.u.m:b.' I\CWb re-

i
righthand turn, and he’d let -
me '.«.AAow when to stop,” the .
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't shown me any
yoner've seen,”’
ne sald. “The FBI has.”

However, he then looked at
a sketch drawn by an artist in
Mexican police headquarters
after authorities in that coun-
ry were drawn into the probe
and sald it contained some
features of the FBI picture-
“mainly around the eyes.”

“The picture they have,” he
said of the FBI, “‘that’s 1}7

man who =va -y cab.”
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BY JANEAN MANN g
! Eric Stavro Galt, even if he
is arrested, may never go to

trial on the charges outlined

in a federal warrant issued in
Birmingham Wednesday.
If past civil rights murders

. acquitted on

Jlot charged with the fedex;al
offense until they had be“én
state murder
charges or because no state
charges were pressed.
Alabama juries acquitted
‘two Alabama men of murder

are any indication, the U, S.; in the 1965 night-rider slaying

will not press its case, charg-

ing Galt with violating the-
Martin Luther King's’

Rev.
,cxvu rights, unless proble s

avise Loncemm" the - state
murder charge fxlcd in Mcm-
phis.

The federal warrant on
which Galt is being sought
charges him “and an individu-
al whom he alleged to be his
brother” with conspiring to
injure King “in the free exer-
cise and enjoyment . . .” of
! his rights as sccured by the
. S. Constitution. It does not
charge murder.

.
'Conwctxon of this cn\‘ie
carries a maximum of 10
i vears imprisonment.and/or a
fine of not more than $5000.

There is no federal law
against murder.

i Conviction of first degree
murder, with which Galt is
charged in Tennessce, gan
¢arry a death sentence.

;\In two previous rights vi la-
tinn cases, the persons wgre

death of civil rights worker
Mrs. Viola Liuzzo. They were
]erter convicted on the same

fcIdexal chawe on which Gat
is’ being sought.

In Mississippi, no state mur-
der charges were ever
brought against a dozen men
believed responsible for -the
1964 deaths of three young
civil rights workers. Again,
they were tried under the
federal rights violation law.
Skven were convicted. 3

If Galt is apprehended he

wil plobably be transferred
to Memphis, although no fod-
eral warrant charging flight
to avoid prosecution for mur-
der has been issued.

Birmingham FBI Special-
Agent-in-Charge Joseph Gam-
ble said such a warrant had
nbt been issued because thire
ig no need for one. X

“We have a warrant of cur
own,” he said of the riglits

(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)

violation  warrant issued 4n;
Birminghiam Wednesday.
Galt cahnot be charged with
violating
rights lalv passed this year
because it did not go into

_effect until after the death of

Km“

could b:img a life sentence in
the event of the death of a
person Tvolved in civil nghts
actmty o ~
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Gal it
. the seaxch for the wheﬁe-‘
abouts and true identity of:l
“J‘xic Starvo Galt apparently
e little progress Thursday
...e FBI went back to ‘“‘ne
cianent” concerning details |
;’ ihe case.
sirmingham city detectives i
sa.! they have entered the

" cuse, are checking out several
Cleads,

and will turn over to
¢ i3I whatever information
ey {ind.

But little more was known
publicly about the accused |
assussin of the Rev. Martin
“her King in
. onn., «id nothing has bejn

iurned up on anyone who may
have conspired with Galt,
The official complaint filed
.zainst Galt by FBI Special-
Agent-in-Charge Joseph Gam-
e of Birmingham charges:
ithat Galt “and an mdlvxdual;
whom he alleged to be his|
brother” cntered into the con-:
mhacy against King ‘‘on or

aiout March 29 at Blrmmg-

ham .. .”

It was on March 29 that a
person identified as Galt pur-
chased a rifle from Aeroma-
rice Supply Co. near Munici-

of Aero; |na-

Memphis, | ;

D g

1 @

reg istered in the Rebel Mot=1
thef,‘mvht of April.3, the mﬂht
before King was killed.

The night desk clerk at the
motel said he saw a white
Mustang with Mexican tourist

¢ stickers and an Alabama li-
. cense plate parked near the
: room where Galt was regis-
' tered. He said he did not see

Galt, but the lights stayed on
in the room all night.

The Mustang was apparent-
" ly the same one purchased by
Galt from the manager of a
Birmingham lumber company
. in August, and driven some
9,000 miles between Augus!
"gnd the time it was foun‘i
dbandoned in Atlanta near
o weeks ago.

A Mustang Dbearing that
description was seen leaving
the scene shortly after - the
King killing.

' Tenn.,

"ed Galt,

Stalle

ed

formally charged with first
degree murder in Memphis,
Wednesday  night,
shortly after a federal war-
rant charging him with con-
spiracy to ‘injure, oppress,
. threaten or intimidate” King
was issued in Birmingham.

/ ham briefly last year, wa&‘\

The federal warrant charg-
‘ who has used the
names John Willard and Har-
vey Lowmyer, conspired with
a person alleged to be his
brother.
The brother apparently en-
tered the picture when the
rifle was purchased March 29.

There had been no official
mentior} of a_ conspirator or
brother{ prior to issuance ‘of
the feddral warrant, and noth-
ing has’ been learned of hle
since.

A report by United Press ‘

International indicated the

! FBI had been in communica-
: tion with an alleged conspira-

tor in the assassination.

The FBI in Birmingham
would not comment on the
report, and a spokesman in
Washington said, ‘“The FBI
has no one
connection with Dr.
slaying.”

PI quoted T'BI sources as
irjdicating information from

King’s

Lr;‘nc, Robert E. Wood, Thars- a alleged conspirator had ed

cay said he had been asked ' a

v the F'BI to discuss the case
with no one. It has been
mcextamed however, that the
nooowas sold by Weod's son,
weivert E, Wood Jr. f
One new development injthe
JLase came in Memphis where
ui was learned that Galt had

jents to Galt.
\ Galt who lived in Birming-/

in custody in .
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Prisoner Says Ray Yowed He

Collect Bounty On King’

~RBRICHARD LEGGIM district about the sam

DALTON, Ga. (UPI) — A

prison buddy of James Earl '

Ray said Tuesday that when
Ray heard there was a “mil-
-Hon-dollar bounty” on Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., he
sm,ygd and--said “I’ll collect

t L

Ray, a 40-year-old fugitive '
from the Missouri State Pri-
- son, is accused of conspiracy
in the assassination of King in
Memphis on April 4.

In Atlanta, it was- learned
Tuesdgy that the FBI had
1nvest1gaté’a reports that Ray,
masquerading as Eric Starvo
Galt, met two women in a

i time.
In the Dalton Jal] Raympnd
Curtis, 40, awaiting appeal on,

a murder sentence, said he
has known Ray in the Kansas

City jail, in federal prison at
Leavenworth, Kan., and in-the

! state prison at Jefferson-City, -

Mo.

He . described Ray as like-
able, addicted tp “‘dope,” a
“loner” and a man concerned
only with money.

On the day President

Kennedy was assassinated- §

—Nov. 23, 1963—Curtis said
he, Ray, and about 150 other ’
prisoners were in an exercise-|

“I dxdnt thmk much aEu%
it.a the time. In prison, you
-hear all sorts. of hellacious
ideas,” said Curtis, a tall, ¢
rawboned - man. !

o

Authorities in Jeffefson Clty. :;1

confirmed . that Curtis and

Ray were in prison ‘at. the. ;
same time. Authorities in Dal-

ton said the FBI had . inter-
viewed Curtis on Sunday and

again Monday night. It refus-

ed comment on the matter.

Curtis said Ray told him |

“he always carried .a gun. He

was always interésted in mo- 3

ney,” ‘Curtis said, but ‘never
mentioned racial matters.
“He never made no state-

hotel the weekend after the).vard when they heard“"ﬂf!"""mems of any klm"""‘""
Slafime

JThe FBI impounded three
| water glasses from the Briar-
| cliff Hotel the week King was
" puried and showed a desk |

clerk pictures  of Galt. The,
clerk said he recognized thee
| picture as the man who rented }
[ the room the Sunday after:
the slaying.

young brunet afrived at they’

room and the following day%
another young woman, wear-
ing steel-rimmed glasses ‘and%
dressed like a hippie, joinedg

the other two, the clerk said.!

2 Cab Drivers

The FBI has interviewed:

two Atlanta cab drivers who’
said.athoys drove a man re-

Smmiiip-r5aid  Ray

i off the street” told them “the
. businessmen’s association has -

The next day an attractive ;" a million dollar bounty out for

news,

remarked
“Well, somebody made a
pretty penny on that.”

About a week-later," Curtis |
said, he and Ray were in the
yard when ‘‘a new man just in

 Martin Luther King.”

Ray smiled, Curtis recalled,
and said_“if there’s a million
dollars out for King, I believe
if I ever get out I'll collect
It 9 -

Curtis said he never flgured
out. what the ‘“new man”

meant by the “businessmen’s
association.”” He said he

KNEW RAY —Raymond

‘couldn’t remember wgo tﬂr‘i‘eﬂms (UPI Teleptmotsr— P

sembling Galt around the hipaiitas

man was.
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gggm_._ﬂurﬁs said, “He wag_[j

a -loner.”
Ray couldn’t “make a Tong
conversation unless. he was
planning  something,” . said
Curtis. “If he was planning
something, you' could bef,"
they’d be thorough plans.”
Ray, he said, masterminded

things “that would be small

things outside, but were

pretty big jobs in prison
—such as the theft of eggs
| and drugs and cigarets.

He said Ray told Him that if
he ever wanted to kill some-
one, he would buy a gun

7 Ask&d about Rays habits,
Curtls said “he talked about

|"beer — he liked beer, I knew

that.” He said he never heard

him talk about dancing, but’
that he “did a lot of weight-

lifting”’ at Jefferson City.

- -In A Poker Game:

Lt “T never heard ““Hif—db

x.._..g.ugh cussing. I justsamm
: get mdd once and that was in

a pokér game. He liked to
play poker. His favorite game
was lowball. :

“He talked about having

under a false name, and kawaw l0fs of women. None special.

eue;yt,hmea ready for an es-

He’d pick ’em up ‘and leave
’em,” Curtis said.

cape-tila used to talk a MYOU could pick him out of

about escaping to New Zea:
land, Brazil and Argentina,”
Curtis said.

“T wouldn’t consider h1m
dangerous,”” Curtis said.

didn’t look for trouble. ¢

“Qf ¢ourse, I'm not sayifig Hing

he wouldn’t shoot you if you |
ran up on him now.”
First Met Him'

Curtis said he first met Ray
in 1955,  when he was'serving -
time for bank robbery, and
Ray for forging postal money
orders, in.the Kansas City -
jail. He said they were trans- '
ferred to Leavenworth, where .
Ray “glayed a ‘lot of minia-
ture golf.”

Qgﬁy‘_nrl%t again when Curtis
was sent to Jefferson City o

a 10-year armed robbery con- _‘

viction.

‘“He was there with a .

20-year bid when I got there. I
wouldn, ’ say he was a
friend,”®Curtis said. “A friend
in a penitentiary is different
than a friend on the street.
But T was ‘about as close to
him as anybody in Jeff City.”

Curtis said he was hospital-

a crowd of 2000 men in the
prison yard. He would be off to
himself walking and his mind
would be somewhere else.”
urtis, convxcted of shotg

amanmthe o _'7a~
poker game here last year,
said when he heard of King s

' death he did not connect it

. with :Ray bécause he didn’t

know Ray had escaped prison., |
If others were in the p]ot,
wzth Ray, Curtis* said, Ray
“would go to his’ grave WIth
the secret. . / ;
“From what he sald I
 would consider” he was an, -

i expert with a gun. I never
yheard him talk about a broth:

‘F i

rtis said. “‘W

ized for six weeks with hepati-

ti

e came to.seg,mg.ﬁ
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BY.DRUGEAS E. KNEELAND
(c) 1968 New York Times
~ News Service
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.-
~Prison officials and inmates
at- the state penitentiary here
are still stunned that James .
Earl Ray, an escapee,
been accused of conspiring in
 the slaying of the Rev Dr.
Martm Luther ng Jr
“Last Wednesday the Flederal

BmmmuaLJnvestlgat

;h,amgd_., that Eric
Galt, described as a 36-year-
old loner, a neat dresser and
avid dancer, had conspired in
the slaying of Dr. King.
Newspapers with plctures of
Galt circulated- behind the
gray walls of the old peni-
tentiary on the bank of the
Missouri- River, but no indica-
tion of recognition.. passed
along the prison grapevine.

aQnExiday, the FBI $3TT)

Galt was James Earl Rax N
{0yoarom habitual criminal
who escaped from the peni-
tentiary here April 23, 1967,
after - having served seven

for armed rohbery. )
. Warden Harold R. Swenson
said in an interview Sunday

ay's Felloy
Don't Recognize

that the inmate would Eot,g&

" here,” he said,

has -

| persons to visit Ray:

mother

Stanﬂ;(-)-h‘-!dafy Maher.” All were lis

years of a 20-year sentence |_

night that the FBI had not
“notified officials here before
“the announcement,

@ddedye-has any representatlve
St Amency come o Jeffer-

son  City to look at Ray’s
record or interview prisoners
who knew him,

““1 was floored,” the warden
said. “This guy’s penny-ante.

Galt. had meant nothing to the
" staff and that there had been

the warden added:

It doesn’t shape up, dees it?” ‘l
Noting that the pictures of |

no reaction from the inmates,

wtdftifere’s anyone .th’d

‘
]
|
1
|
!
s
l}
|
|
i

o

(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)

, it's the prisoners. Onc a
guy’s gone they 1I talk.”
An aide entered the ward-"
en’s office and mterrupted
“We’ve got 2000 prisoners in
“and none of
them recognized him.”
Swenson said that he had

received permission for four
two
brothers, Jerry and John, his !
Mrs, Lucille Ryan, | a
his grandmother, -

at the same address, 1913
Hickory-st, St. Louis. But the :
warden said the file did notq
show whether any of them .
had actually visited Ray.
Ray was not a trouble :
maker in prison, the warden
said: Aside from two escape
attempts, one in 1961 and one |
in 1966, his file showed only
two minor disciplinary re-

wposts, one for trying to smu
gle contraband, cigarets and ’ ;

er items, to a friend in fhe :
hospital, and one for refusmg

to work. A _highly unusual‘. .

record, Swenson explained,

Although it is against his
policy, - Swenson agreed bes
cause of national mterest in-
the case, to allow an inter-
view with the prisoner who |
had been closest to Ray, A’

Nor %:..nmdmon of the interviewas..

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

e fled< ~
‘1?19 ‘prisoner, the work shirt
of=-his-faded green uniform
opened._over a stamed white
Thirt, entered the warden’s -
of tice hesitantly. The other '
p fisoners were wondering, he
lained nervously, why .he
wds being questioned.
hown a picture of Galt and
ed if that was his friend,

Mrs&%}le shook his head vigo- |
b rotsly. - i
’m"“-“‘No, sir,

not thls ”
mﬁxsted “I guess I knew him*

f adbut as well as anybody. He

was here when I came here, in
. I knew him from about’

| 1 2,\ well I associated with

hign ‘right up- to 1966 when: he
tred to escape.”

ie struggled for words as
q‘ tried to  describe Ray s

onality. :

.‘1 just don’t Ktiow how 'to
blain it,” he said. “He was
the type of guy who took
;ong time, well, if you didn’t
kr?w anybody he knew, weli .

§‘The picture with the bow
tig!on (the FBI photo of Galt)
ndbody thinks it’s him. They
think it’s-a different .. guy-
alfogether; We think it’s two
different people altogether.

Y¥Now they (the prisoneys)
say they'Te just trymg to pin .

it#n him because he-gscaped
fram here, They think ‘they've -

- to lay it on somebady, S0 -
they re trymg to lay ‘it on
‘h‘lﬁl‘#—ﬁb ﬂ.—hi_..»

..

he |
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"I just couldnt beheve
myse. the man did kill
" thiit man, it had to be for
‘meney. That would be ;the
onfiest thing. He didn’t’ segm
likjp the 'kind of guy- who

1d kill anybody. He was
th type ‘of guy, .you didn’t.
fogl with him, but he didn’t
fool with xmybody .

i‘He talked -about money all

the time. Trying .to figure a
to make a dollar. Just
ht%le thmgs Maybe he’d buy
something. for a little bit and
sejl it for a little bit ‘wore. If
a +guy owed him anything,,
held bug him all the time.
didn’'t get into fights with
them, but:he’d hound them.”
s Ior politics, the prxsoner
sajd: B
*He just didn’t seem to be
1n§erested in it.”’ -
egroes’ : ‘
i‘He didn’t dislike them, He.
idn’t associate with them onpe
w y or the other. Although I-
thipk he did talk with them. v
hysxcally, Ray could fit
soxne descriptions given of the .
mzn sought in- the slaying of
ng Records show him to be
aﬁuu?‘ﬁet 11 irfehet-=tat, l

pounds.

Some questions have beenf
raised about his age, since the!
suspect described by same‘
persons in Memphis was saldl
to be younger than 40. N

“I don’t believe he’d look

40,” his_prisoner friend said.
“] don’t believe he’d go for|
the 20°s either. I'd say some-.
where right around 30.” %

Swenson agreed. ;

But taking jssue with anoth- i
er description of the mani

called ‘Galt, the prisoner add-
ed:

;;_1 weighing between lﬁmrﬁﬂ-i

He “He wasn’t what m'c_al} |

a neat dresser in here.’
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FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

®

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

/Galt Mystery Seems
More Muddled

BY BILL JOHNSON
WEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) —
FBI agents have been given a
new identification for the man
they seek in the assassination
of Dr, Martin Luther King Jr.,
but the new identification
seems to have muddled even
more the mystery of who fired
the single shot that killed
King here the night of April 4.
The FBI had issued a con-
spiracy warrant last Wednes-
day for Eric Starvo Galt. Two
days Jatgr the agency said a

allegedly took dancing lessons
in New Orleans, Ray was t
serving part of a 20-year term i
for armed robbery in the :
Missouri State Penitentiary
at Jefferson City.

At the time Galt was attend-
ing a bartending school in
California, a duplicate Ala-
bama driver’s license was |

house in Birmingham.

The woman who runs the;
flophouse here said the man:
to whom she rented a room ;

comparison of fingerpunte

found in the King mvestlga-
tion revealed that Galt
reality was James Earl Ray,
a 40-year-old escapee from a
Missouri prison.

A murder warrant issued
here in Galt’s name subse-
quently was amended to carry
the name of Ray.

The second identity was

only the latest in a series of |

puzzles which have surround-
ed the few known facts of the
investigation. Witnesses who
said they saw the alleged
assassin  the

from the fatal bullet

wasafired, said he appeared to——etr—for burglary in Los

be bhetween 26 and 32 years of
age. The FBI's Wednesday
announcement said Galt had

iven his birth date as D
H— which would make
im 36, Friday the FBI said
Ray was 40.
I The FBI also said Galt was
said to be an avid dancer and

took dancing lessons in New

Orleans in 1964 and 1965, in |

Birmingham during Septem-
ber and October 1967 and in
Long Beach, Calif.,, from
December 1967 to February
1

.___...m_.:lames O’Cotiner;

mailed to him at a rooming |-

o_laByf during the time Galtﬂ__...Ray claims to lﬁmr‘-‘been

born in Illinois
—but the FBI did not say
where. He is about 5-foot-10,
weighs 163 to 174 pounds, has
biye eyes and brown hair and
two scars: A small one on the

-center of his forehead and an- .

‘other on the pa]m of his right
hand.

HE HAS WORKED as a
baker, laborer and
matcher.

The FBI said Ray has been

a federal fugitive since-July :

=fst three hours before Ki-ﬂ-‘-zo" 1967, when an FBI com-

‘was slain had a Southerni plaint was filed at Jefferson.

The FBI sa

lked country and Western
music and drank beer and
vodka.

In Jefferson City, an inmate
| of the Missouri prison, who
said he ‘“ran around”
Ray, said Ray—listed as a
native of Illinois—did not
have a Southern accent. “Jim
didn’t drink, except a little

J prison home brew.” said the‘

| convict, who asked not to be!
identified.

i to 1949, when he was convict- |
Ap- '

in 1952 for armed robbery in .
Chicago and in 1955 for forg-{
ing U. S. postal money orders
in Missouri.

e had served terms in a
Los Angeles County jail, state

. prisons at Joliet and Pontiac, ;
1.,

| at Leavenworth Kan,

' The FBI said Ray has used
 the names of James McBride,
g James Walton,, W..C. «He;ron

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

with |

and a federal pemtentlary j

K
b

i City charging him with un-

lawfully fleeing from Missouri,
to avoid confinement,

The federal agency denied a
report that it had taken into
custody the man it said Galt
described as his brother and
that the brother was aiding in

the search. The federal war- .

rant, issued Wednesday,

claimed that Galt and the'
brother entered into a con-:

| spiracy March 29 to violate

“He never talk: inP*s civil rights.
nd

the flopheusea—ahout himself very much a

The

color : -

FBI -covered many:

specific details about Galt’s .
| geles. He also was convicted fite” over fthe ,past. sever al

years in its release including

the fact that he is an avid’

‘dancer, has “‘rural speech,”
apparently lacks
a “nervous habit of .

left hand.”

i

3

|

education

an? Jas i
t pulling at an ear lobe with his

) 4
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as escapee

R—A tud «—-‘-33!’ was reported missing '
ea tentiary at Jefferson City |

name

is Ray

WASHINGTON &

The FBI Friday identified
Eric Starvo Galt, wanted for

the killing spfaales Martin )
Luther King Jr., as James!
Earl Ray, 40, an escapee from :
the Missouri State Penitenti- "

ary.

The FBI said he was iden-

tified through “a systematic |

and exhaustive search of lat-

from the Missouri S eni-
April 23, 1967. He was serving

a 20-year sentence for an:
armed robbery in St. Louis -

“State- hospital in Fulton, Mo.

tion.

and eperating a motor vehicle
without the owtier’s permissios.

RAY, WHO HAD been at :
the prison since March 17, ;
1960, spent some time in
September 1968 in the maxi- |
Jnum security ward at the

The man known as Galt was
charged Wednesday with the |
-first..degree. murder: of King }
April 4 in Memphis, Tenn, He :
also is charged in a federal |
. warrant with conspiracy and :
‘1 murder in the King assassina-

He has been a drifter sinée

NFWS
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ent fingerprints” uncovered in | he left school in the 10th ,
the King case against the | rade at Alton, IIl., when e
fingerprints of the more than Was given a general dlscharge L
53,000 - persons for whom 'for ineptness and Iack of ;
wanted notices are on file in ' adaptibility, the FBI said.

the_bureaw’s identification .di- ' During his Army career he .
VISion. Ssiste—s | 'yeceived a three-month sent.

ence at hard labor for being
drunk and “breaking” arrest.

THE FBI SAID Ray has ap |
\arresiesacord dating At least

JY- 7770~ 527733
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nevey_expressed any liking fgﬂ

music, dancing and he was
too tight to gamble.”

Galt seemingly was a free
spender. Aside from the danc-
ing lessons, which cost him
about $500 in California alone,
he paid $2,000 cash for a white
Mustang that is now impound-
ed in Atlanta, and attended
the bartending school.

“He was tight as a tick,”
the Missouri convict said of
Ray. “Boy, if you owed him
money, even a few cents, he’d
bug you to death.”

The penitentiary inmate
said he did not think Ray was
the kind of man who would
kill for profit. And the ward-
en, Harold Swenson, who re-
members Ray, added,

odd, but I won’t believe he did
it (killed King) until it is

proveé—-t—

“None of the inmates gave
us any feedback after the first
pictures of Ray were publish-
ed. They usually talk about an
inmate after he’s done some-
thing, They really blab about
it. But while he’s doing some-

Ray was examined at St

thing, you don’t hear a word.” |words, he said he had been

Hospital No. 1 at Fulton, Mo.,

from Sept. 8, 1966 to Oct. 17,
1966. Dr. Donald B. Peterson

“ffietital makeup or b

but a recidivistic (habitual)
criminal whose crimes were
all associated with money. We
didn’t find anything to indi-
cate he was a killer or had
tendencies to kill.” The offi-
cial report from the hospital
said Ray had ‘“no hallucina-

tions or illusions, was oriented

as to time, place and person.” |

His “mood effect’”” was de-
scribed as ‘somewhat tense
and anxious and at times
showed mild depressions, but
not of psychotic proportions.”

Ray’s 1Q was listed as 105,
considered normal.

In a separate psychological

“ItSs—rFpoft, Dec. 20, 1966, for the

Missouri State Board of Pro-
bation and Parole, Ray was
reported to have a number of
complaints, such as pain in
the “‘solar plexus (pit of the
. stomach), tachycardia (rapid
i heart action), and:intracrani-
! al (inside the skull) tension.”

“When we commented- that
these were rather large

) “There was nothing in his | literature,” the report. saj

It
d that at certain times,

ground to indicate anything | Ray thought he had cancer or

heart trouble.

Ray. was never married, but
lived for brief periods with
women, the report said. It
added: “This man’s basic
problem revolves around what
appears to be an increasingly
severe obsessive, compulsive
trend.

“He states that at the age
of 10 he awoke one night and
thought he had lost his eye-
sight. He became quite fear-
ful. These various fears con-
front him from time to time

and in a typical obsessive

“rto—*te feels he must do

certain things -in order to

- undo what he feels is going o

occur and might result in
harm to him.”

The report recommended
that Ray not be granted
parole.

Ray tried unsuccessfully to
escape from the penitentiary
on Nov. 19, 1961, eight months
tafter he was admitted, and on
April 11, 1966. He succeeded
between 2 and 3 p.m. on April

ceading up in the mg@glj%, 1967, apparently by hiding

Z-1 a three-by-five foot wooden

y

hospital superintendent, said
they had been asked -only to [

determine whether Ray was
mentally capable of sianding
trial.

“He showed no more ner-
vousness than the ‘average
person  awaiting trial,” Dr.
Peterson said. ‘“‘He was rather
reserved, but we just didn’t

fitrd=*atrytling unusual.

hread box. He was working in
the genitentiary bakery at the
time_
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“Man Of Mystery
A Test For FBI

Mystery has. been . injected‘ into the hunt for the
assassin of Martin Luther King because of the apparent

difficulty in obtaining background information on a-

suspect.
An automobile bought in Birmingham may have been
1he one used by the assassin in escaping from Memphis.

And it is likely that the rifle used to fire the one shot -’
which killed Dr. King came from a gun dealer in Birm-

ingham.

The automobile was found in Atlanta There is no
doubt about it being one that had been sold to a man who
gave the name of Galt. While he has been traced to a

rooming house in Birmingham, information he gave on

having been a seaman has not checked out.

: One theory is that the man lived in Birmingham
‘several months to establish a faked identity. For ex-
‘ample, he obtained a driver’s license there. Was he doing
everything required to build up a fictitious person to

stand behind an assumed name so that at some future -

‘mioment he could squeeze the trigger while he had the
tele cope. of his rifle zeroed in on Dr. King’s head?

~Why would a. man who had planned so long, thought of

's6 many details, have abandoned the death rifle on the

street? Why - would. not it have been much safer- in

’facxhtatmg immediate flight to have left the gun in his

:room? Certainly, he was smart not to have been car- -

Arymv such a gun around on the street, even to get to h1s
car. But why part of the way?

We've seen at least one report that the Memphis room

occupied by the man had fingerprints all over the place.
.He knew a search for. them would be made. Does he hap-
'pen to be one of the few adult people, particularly males,
‘whose fingerprints never have been made? Of course, it
‘is possible for fragmentary prints to be found and for
technicians not to be able to locate.a complete set in the

‘FBI file. But in such a case the fragmentary ones can

.produce positive identification after a suspect’s name
.has been established, and after a set of prints going with
ithat name has been found.

¢ If officers engaged in the hunt are after a shrewd in-
»dividual who used months of his life to plan every detail
:of the King assassination he also will have known just
what he planned to do after the shot was fired.

- The FBI is taking the lead in the investigation upon :'

ordexs of the Attorney General. It could be that the G-
“men have a fugitive who will test their determination
“and ability to the fullest. But we are puttmg our money
on the FBL

P )

. ey
M
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/rzson pal says_..

I3

v

Ray once. ta]ked \
“of siaymg ng

DALTON Ga ‘A’\,

J ames Earl Ray was quote'd

by “a ' former - fellow: -inmate
Tuesday : as saying : he: would-.
be -willing . to . kill.'Dr. -Martin -
‘Luther King ‘Jr.. for: a $1,
mllhon bounty.

RAY 40, s  now’ s0ught in-
connection with ‘the’ _April” 4
assassmatlon of ng in Mem-

. hlS v i

Raymond Cm‘tls, 40 now ‘in‘'
Whitfield ' County Jail : here,
discussed :Ray while - awaiting -
-action on appeal of a murder I
wconviction.: 2 - )

L

Curtis said the falk'ab(l)ut a
sounty on ngs llfe came up

while both he and Ray' were
prisoners - at - Missouri = Sta
Penitentiary * at the . time of
John F. Kennedy’s assassina-
" tion Nov.' 22, 1963, .in Dallas.

““ANOTHER ‘boy said, ‘Well,
" there’s a million-dollar bounty
‘to- get King.’ "King was - run-
“ning his south .pretty good
then. Ray said, ‘If there is a
million-dollar: bounty on King,
. I believe: I can. collect it’,”
Curtis said. '
No new developments were
reporied Tuesday in the na-.
tionwide “séarch for the fugi-
I\'(’
':z:rdt, special agent";rr-chtr%%
oi the FBI office in Jackson-
ville, said a report that the
FBI was looking for Eric
Starve Galt in Florida was
based on ok ....ermatxon. ‘

| GEBHARDT said the repmt

apparently was based on .

distribution of information on . .
Galt, whom the FBI says is | -

an-alias of Ray, received by |
the Florida Highway Patrol.

in 1955 when they shared a cell

for:seven months in the Jack- o

son - County ‘Jail at Kansas
City, Mo. Curtis sald he

served with Ray again at

Leavenworth - Federal Prison

- and. at "Missouri State Pem-

tentiary

At Leavenworth, he said, he
and Ray lived in the same cell ="~ |
building and for a time werq -

in adjoining cells.

AFTER ABOUT six months) .
he said he was transferred to

the federal prison in Atlanta
and did not see Ray again.
until late 1961 or early 1962

Crtis sald he first met Ray |

when they met at the stsour)j

institution.

Curtis said he was sent to

the penitentiary to serve a

10-year armed -yobbery sent- {

ence and Ray was there on a .

20-year armed robbery term.

Prison records confirm the

two were inmates at the same

time. Curtis sald. he saw Ray
. “almost daily.”

i After the Kennedy assassi-
nation, Curtis said, a new-
prisoner told that a $1 million
bounty had been put on King

by a “K X Busmessmans '

as5ocxatiq=.££=¢=‘\
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© RAY MENTIONED a King
_babnty several times in the
ensuing weeks, Curtis said.

ﬁmd at one point, he added,
Rdy referred to the Kennedy
assassination by saying,
“Boy, probably somebody
mgade a nice little penny off of
that, I sure wish it was me.”

Curtis said Ray’s statements
about King were made to him
personally and not in a group.

FBI AGENTS | questioned
Curtis Sunday and Monday.
Talking to newsmen, he des-
cribed Ray as a loner who did
not associate freely with other
inmates and had only one
visitor, to his knowledge, dur-
ing.their prison time together.

Curtis added, however, that
“If you talk to him 15 minutes |:
yow'd like him. He was a
likeable. sort of person. But if
this was a plot to assassinate
King, Ray would go to his |
grave with the secret.” ..

Curtis, who was born in this
North Georgia city, was con-
victed in January, 1967, of a

T N\Jobery slaslaga,
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UNTED POSSE COVERFD MILES OF TERRITORY IN FUTILE SEARCH - -
> Going got tougher in rugged {orrain near abendoned ore mines ™wewse
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a A Unjted Press Internat10nal
Dispatch out of Washington this week
raised a lot of eyebrows around the State.
The United Press International
dispatch, dealing with the FBI search for

_ . Erie Starvo Galt, wanted for conspiracy

" in connection with the death of the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King in Memphis
April 4, said in part:

. “A fina] clue to Galt came last March
1, 1968 when the Alabama Highway Dept.
at Montgomery received a phone call
from a man identifying himself as Eric
S. Gault. He said he lost his driver’s
license and wanted a duplicate mailed

. to him at the Bu'mmcham rooming
- house.

“The duplicate license was mailed the

same day. With it went the standard’

Alabama bill of 25 cents to cover the
costs of issuing the duplicate license.

““On March 6, the Highway Dept. said .
- -its bill with a 25-cent piece was re-

ceived in the mail from Galf. (Peter)

Cherpes (on Sept. 6, 1967, Galt and.

Cherpes, the boarding house manager

- went together to get Galt an Alabama
.. driver’ s.-l,seasso

Galt told .authorities
then that he 'had‘ a Louxsxe_ma dejxvvgrs

- case! _

A News ltem Raises Eyebrows. ..

Somm ooy
license buf lost it . . .) and roomers.

at the -boarding house say they never-,
saw the duplicate license in Galt’s

mail and never saw Galt pick it up.”

Of course, we cannot vouch for the ac- |
curacy of the UPI news report or for the -
accuracy of the information the FBIL™
reportedly released in this matter, but a-
lot of Shoals area residents are won-.

dering out loud about this matter if these .
reports are true.

For if you are so unfortunate as fo’ g

lose your driver’s license you would

have to go to the office of the probate
judge in your county and apply in writs -
ing for a duplicate. This application,. .
along with a payment of 25 cents in the,

form of a money order (or cash at your

own risk) would have to be mailed fo :

Montgomery.

If the press and FBI reports are ac-

curate as {o what happened in the Galt
case the question immediately arises:

Why was Galt accorded preferentlal
treatment?

There are a Iot of people here in the

Shoals” area who would .lile {9 know
more about what the facts are m thls
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BY ART PETACQUE
CHICAGO (CST)

The person closest to James
Earl Ray — his brother Jerry
—issued an appeal for him to
surrender during a Chicago
Sun-Times interview Thurs-
day.

But at the same time, the
brother voiced doubts that the
country’s most-wanted fugi-
tive is still alive. And Jerry
Ray, 32, said other members

of his family also fear that
the accused assassin of Dr. |
Martin Luther King Jr. may '
be dead.

The brother was located by

a Sun Timgs reporter in the

[liny room he occupies

cago country club. He works
as a maintenance man at the
club.

beer while sitting on his cot
as he described his brother as
*‘the hottest man in the coun-
try . . . the most wanted man
there ever was.”

“IF HE IS still alive,”
Jerry Ray continued, “I urge:

make

surrender
ments.”

Jerry Ray, wearing jockeyf
shorts, sipped from a can of |

|
ry Ray described...h.i,x:n..se_l,f,D
as ‘‘the closest person to my

URGES SURRENDER
« .« . Ray’s brother, Jerry

brother,” but said he hadn’t
seen his brother since visiting

! U ° him in prison last year, That
groynds of a suburban Chi- | T year.ha

visit was shortly before
James Earl Ray escaped from
the prison at Jefferson City,
Mo., the brother added. '

Jerry Ray, who also has a
long criminal record, said he
and James had visited each

other several times in jails,

and “T only saw him a few
times on the outside” in re-

. cent years,
Because of his own prison,

i record, Jerry Ray asked the

{

\

him to surrender himself to
the FBI or to contact someone '
in the family and ask them to !
arrange- ’

reporter to withhold the name,

of the country club where he
lives and works. Ray said he
is now going straight and
fears he would be fired if the
club received undesirable pu-
blicity.

Another Chicago newspaper,
the Tribune, said Jerry Ray

has quit his job at the country ‘

club and disappeared. His
disappearance was reported a

few hours after the Jnteryiew .

with the Chicago Sun-Times.

./ﬁgly’s brother doubts
killer_acted alone

In discussing the Xilling_of
Dr. King, Jerry Ray said he
found it difficult to believe his
brother pulled the {trigger
because he ‘‘never was a man
of violence.”

“Check his record of all the
trouble he’s ever been in, and
you'll find he never fired a
gun or pistol-whipped anyone
or slapped anyone around,”
said the brother, ‘“That wasn’t
his style.

BUT JERRY RAY conceded
his brother could have heen
‘“used,”” as he put it, by
persons conspiring to kill Dr,
King.

The brother obviously had
received a large payoff at
some point, Jerry Ray said.

“Look at all the money he
came into all of a sudden,” he
continued. ‘‘Buying Mustangs,

taking dancing lessong, taking

‘rips to Mexico. Look a 7]
mijjeage, he put on his F,ar.
0 i

You don’t get that kin

money from sticking up
grocery stores, and my broth-
er wasn’t the kind to stick:up

o " "
cuh"‘enc"yheixchanges. ’ :fz-»
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Alty. Gen Ramsey Clark - was not the agent of conspna-

expressed the belief "Sundap-.4ors.
that escaped convict James

Earl Ray, accused of slaying

Dr. Martin Luther King, re
mains alive, He said he wa

“very optimistic” that Ray
would be captured.

C}jark said he found no
evidence to support theories
thaty Ray had been hired by
conspirators to kill King and
then -himself was killed. “We
have no evidence to believe
that he is not still alive,” he
said. “I believe we will find
him,” Clark said.

Interviewed on television,
Clark also said the investiga-
tion was, stxll operatmg on the
; assamptlon “that” King’s kxller

N
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""Galt' Thumbprint \
Launched Manhunt

- BY THOMAS TALLBURT
« Scripps-Howard Staff Writer
-7 " WASHINGTON — On a
* carefully marked city map
-found in a hippie-inhabited
"boarding house in Atlanta,
" FBI agents found a thumb-
print that enabled them posi-
tively to identify the suspect-
"ed slayer of the Rev, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
They found the map April 14

—10 days after Dr. King was |
murdered in Memphis. Since !

then the trail of the suspect,
James Earl Ray, has dead-

. ended.
Although thousands. of tips
- have been tracked down by !
" agents in the FBUs 6600-man '
I force with no success sincqy,
f“ the map was found, federai
. officials do not subscribe t

| " the theory Ray may be dead)
— the victim of someone who |

« hired him to kill. King.

N 4 Locations Circled

"~ On the city map of Atlanta
; which bore Ray’s thumbprint,
. four key locations had been
. circled in pencil — Dr. King’s

. Atlanta residence, the office |

. of. the Southern Christian
+. Leadership Conference which
: he headed, the boarding house
.--where the map was found,
" and the parking lot where
- Ray - abandoned a white
Mustang the morning after
. Dr. King was killed.
The FBI believes Ray drove
* the Mustang to Atlanta during
. the night after the murder,
<. abandoned the car about
dawn the next day, took two
. taxi rides to locations near
¢ Peachttee-st — and then van-
ished.

car April 1.. It bore license
tags issued to Eric Starvo

L e e A O N N

ddomtiby->

Two. days later, agents

combing Atlanta for the mys-
terious “‘Galt” got a tip that
‘he had previously rented a
room at a boarding house
known to be a popular hang-
out for hippies. -
House Staked Out
They immediately - staked
out the rooming house and
early the next day went to the
' room where they had been
! told ‘“Galt” might be found,
There they found a TV set
they later learned “Galt” had .
obtained in a trade with a girl -
{ friend in Los Angeles and the |
g map bearing the thumbprint. .
Whether “Galt” had used the {
: room after Dr, King’s death is :
! not known,
i The map with' the thum

| ShesKBI has ,foynd Jo
evidence Galt held a job
dyring this period,.hor has
folind that Galt was hired ¥
ajfone to kil King, thou
th\ possibility of such a co -
spiracy has not been ruled
ouf. '
The suspicion is that Galt, a
convicted thief and -armed
irobber, plied his trade as a

sthe cash he.spggt. | . y

/IR rint was flown to FBI la ;

atories here. After a painsy
aking, round-the-clock search)
{ of the fingerprints of 53,000
! wanted criminals on file here, .
lab technicians hit pay dirt
| on April 19.
By matching the thumbprint :'.
on the map to one in their !
files they determined that i
Eric Starvo Galt was, really !
James Earl Ray, an habitual |
criminal who had escaped }
from the Missouri State Peni-
tentiary on April 23, 1967. Galt
was only one of several ah— &
ases he had used. i

Agents found the abandoned |

Galt — a name the FBI said |

Ray used to mask his true
pmmeeanamadll

Ray, who was said to be ‘a
penniless when he escaped :
from the Missouri penitenti-
ary, is known to have spent °
more than $4000 during the 11
months -between the time of
his escape and Dr. King’s '
murder. He paid $1195 cash °
for the Mustang in Birming-
ham, $700 for bartending and
dance lessons in Hollywood,
Cal.; and traveled more than
19,000 miles — including trips
to Puerto Vallarta, Mexico,
: nireal, Canadawises
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Could Pennsy body

POTTSVILLE, Pa

State police and local o
cials reported Thursday mght
they were investigating the |
remote possibility t the body of
a man found. in a shallow
grave near here was that of
. the alleged assassin of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

Richard Russell, Schuylkill
County district attorney, said
State Police have asked the
FBI for dental records: of
40-year-old James Earl Ray
for positive identification.

Other methods of identify-
ing the body have proved
fruitless, he said, because of
the advanced state of de-
composition.

THE BODY, containing four
bullet wounds — with three
bullets recovered was

| the

“THE BODY could be any-
' body’s but we’re checking all
possibilities,”  Durilla
said.

Krogman said the victim
was between 39 and 44 years
old, white, about six feet tall
and of “muscular and rugged
build.”

He also indicated the victim
had *“a certain amount of
dental work of poor to me-
dium workmanship” — the
type that might be done in “a
sgo?w'ﬂbﬁr dental"Paror~or
pgrhaps in prison. e oo

Russell sald that he favors

|his_first jmpression fhat the,

killing “was a gangland slay-
ing” and added that this
theo: Iso being checked

foynd May 7 by two State

out by the FBI. e

Forestry workers near

dgoville ", ‘approximatel 20
miles north of this nor?ﬁeast
Pennsylvania community. ’

A special report showed the |
decomposition was caused by
lime which was placed on the’
body, Russell said.

The report, prepared by Dr.
Wilton M. Krogman, a noted
Unjversity of Pennsylvania
anthropologist, indicated that
if lime was used on the body
“interment. (was) not less
than two weeks nor more thani
four.”

State Police Detectiv e‘
George Durilla of Reading
pointed out that the estimated:
time of burial meant that the
body could conceivably be
that of Ray since King was

ain jn Memphis, Tenn., April
4 and Ray has t8ap-i
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By LOUIS A. ECKL

Executive Editor ‘

How would you like to pick up a cool £ ; ‘n’:;‘,‘::;g;:j‘i‘j;,“::; :,fme_)
$100,000 without really frying?

If you can supply the information §

that wili lead to the capture of James & ; ' . T~ N :
Earl Ray, the prime suspect in the April & Yy THE FLORENCE TIMES:

4, 1968, slaying of Dr. Martin Luther R FLORENCE, ALABAMA
King in Memphis, Tenn., that will be § ey
.| your reward! * —
. While Ray may be anywhere jn the
world, he could be hidden out here
somewhere in the greater Muscle Shoals
District, for all anyone knows. .
It seems that investigation into the
slaying has reached a standstill and, so
far as is known, for the agents of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation are the
most tight-lipped people.in law en-
forcement work, all leads as to Ray’s
whereabouts have apparently come to a
dead end. Ray, who during the course of
a crime career operated under a series
of aliases, seems to have vanished into
thin air. Yet, a car purchased in Birm-
ingham by Eric Starve Galt, one of his
many aliases, was found abandoned in .
Atlanta.

Trail Vanished In Atlanta B i P
However, the FBI has never made ° . : : :
any mention of having been able to trace : - Memphis Guarantees Money s Date: 6/ bf/ 68 e

the spspect past Atlanta, and the hun- = - The Memphis City Council has given . Edition: Daily :
dreds of newsmen who have been in- its assurance that the $100,000 will be | Author: ,OUIS A
vestigating every tip on their own, and . forthcoming when anyone meets the re- Edttor: [, e
were at times believed to have been hot quirements for gaining the reward. : or: LOUIS A.
on his trail, have run into nothing but - * Quite a lot is known about Galt, the Title: MURKIN
dead ends also in more recent times. ' name under which Ray ‘operated at Birm- / _—
But the $100,000 is available for the " . jngham, where he paid $1,995 for'a white,
taking; the Memphis Commercial Appeal ' Mustang while living there in a Southside.
put up $25,000 of the reward money for - yooming house; it is known, for example,
capture of the killer; right away; the that during the 11 months befween his or
Sf“PP?'HIO‘g’ard i\l’ewsli\fpe" hc'hamﬁ which escape from the Missouri State Peniten; Classification:
also includes ‘the Memphis Press = ¢ ril 4 assassination o .
Scimitar and Birmingham Post-Herald, %&ng, &?,% htf esp‘:,?g mo4re than $4,000 and Submitting Office: BH
as well as the Knoxville News Sentinel, traveled 19,000 miles. ' E Being Investigated
1:;x/;:ldedhancther- $125,000; businesses in Other salient facts are: =~ B
emphis and elsewhere chipped in . Ray’s car was found by FBI agents in Lo - g D i R ,
another $25,000, and the City of Memphis Atlant{i where it was aba)rlldoned %he day Lo e ARV 7R
added the remaining $25,000. .\ after King’s death; it bore Alabama
T T (Jefferson County) license plates issued
to Eric Galt; the rifle, found in the S
Memphis flophcuse room from which the oL sh8
assassin is thought to have shot King, FB*-—B““"’HI\‘CHAM/ _
was sold by the Aeromarjne Supnly_Co.,’ IRMING /.|
a ‘pirmingham- firm, reportedly to Galt. §

Character: (R

]
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Still Hunted

This photo of James Earl Ray,
alias Eric Starvo Galt, sought
in connection with the assassi-
nation of Martin Luther King
Jr. in Memphis last month, was
taken in January of this year.
The photo was released by the
FBI. Rewards toteling nearly
$100,000 have been posted in
connection with the slaying.
Anyone having any information

is asked to contact the FBI of-
fice—herer et
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ST. LOUIS &

A prother of James Earl
Ray, who is charged with
murdering Dr. Martin. Luther
King Jr., said Saturday he
was “surprised” that Ray was

Jpiured in London and added

~e hopes Ray “lives to stand
hlal ”

“If my brother did kill
King, he did it for a lot of
‘money. He didn't do anything
if it wasn’'t for money. And
those who paid him won’t
wani nim sitting in a court-
room telling everything he
xi .m\s ” said John Larry Ray,

~operator of a St, Louis

tavern, . : .
“If he does live to stand

' trial,”” John. Ray said, “I
would like to see him get the
same sentence as the guy who
killed Rockwell.”” He referred
to the 20-year sentence hand-
ed John Patler for the slaying

_of American Nazi party lead-
er Lincoln Rockwell. *°

“A FRIEND of mine  in
Canada called me around
noon to tell me they had

caught my brother in Lon- |

" John Ray {old an inter-
! oviewer. - ‘
The brother made his com-
« ments in an interview with the
' St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

sisters and brothers.

-

3’/@7&5

{
\
o
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London = authorities said -
James Ray was carrying two
Canadian passports when he
was captured while going
through customs. ) v -

“T wasn’t surprised that he : .
was in London, but I was —+ THF RTQ“TV(}MM
surprised that he got caught,” : NFWS
John Ray said, and added, “I :
knew he wasn’t dead.”

The St. Louis Ray insisted
that his 40-year-old brother, [ )
who escaped from the Mis- o : . : - -
souri penitentiary last yéar . - BIRM: NCHAN an?'
while serving a 20-year term | ‘ ‘ HFRALD & B

for armed robbery, is not a,l'
member of any racist group. ’

JOHN. RAY was the 1asv/
family member to see James
Ear]l Ray before the elder , Date: §.QuH8
brother escaped from the Mis- : . © | Edition: Mg tro
souri prison in April, 1967. He B -

said he and another brother, . : . ) o
32-year-old Jerry, formerly of : Editor:John W, Bloomer
Chicago, were closer to James Title: MURKIN :
than any ‘others of the 10 ' '

BIRNTNGIAM, ALATAMA

Author:

“James would do anything ' ter:
for us and we for hifn, but he . Chqmc‘et.44-l74o
wasn’t ' very sociable with ’ or - :
strangers,” the tavern opera- . Classification: i
tor said. . . : : Submitting Office: RTR}YTNCHAM’
He described James Earl as | ' L :
“hot-tempered toward anyone .
that got on him.” ] L
Ray said that before his | HY A P40 - S£7-4
fugitive brother entered thei -
Army he did not drink .or gsA.RCHED -~ INDEXED,
- smoke and was a haxd won\ ExIALIZED ... FILED &

FBI — BIRMINGHAM

Being Investigated

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



“Alter he came hack, hé!
dranke and didn't believe xr1
© working; the Army changed
i his \xhole outlook on life,’T
Ray saxc

JAMES TARL received 2 °
gencral discharge in 1948 for !

1

. incptness and lack of adaptal |

o
bility,
montin

served a three-
at hard lahor
the Army for being
drunk and breaking arrest.

He
erm-
while iz

Subsequent to his discharge,
Iarl began amassing a
poiice  record and  served
terms  in Los  Angeles for
burglary; Hlirois prisons at
Joliet and Pontiac for armed
—Exhl \ery. m (,hua"n t‘l;c‘x:cd{?j_-,
o L . -
al penitentiary al Leaven-
worth for postal money order
forgery in XKansas City, and
the Missouri prison for a $120
St. Louis supermarket robb-

ery in 1959,

Ray said he did not know
wielner Farl.did or
did not shoot Kinz, and he
couni have been a fugitive for
a s .m]c 1cason

¥y s >
wanats

)
e

James

vle sill has 13 'years wait-
ing for nim at Jefferson City,
Mo., on that 20-ycar sentence
for That's  enough
reason,” John Ray said.,

robhery.

ERAL PRISON records
describe Ray as a model
prisoner, bul he made two
unsuccessful escape attempts
bcfoxe finally shppm« away

FED

e S 2.

Eien , c,___,.;‘

Hosp records at.Fulton
show Ray’s parents as deceas-
ed, but the Missouri Prison
listed Ray’s mother as Mrs.
Lucille Ryan of St. Louis.

An uncle in Alton said the
mother died in St. Louis in
1961, .

John Lari‘y Ray, said his

e

f; her 15&51111 ahve and ]Jvmg

_-,V"“ - C\L:.:,;
in the Hannibal, Mo., area,;
but the elder Ray could not: be
found. : 5

A sister, Mrs. Cafo v
Pepper, lives in Brentwood, a
. suburb of St. Louis.
| Another brother, Jerry, Ji\;—

ed -in Chicago but recently

moved, and ancther sister,

Melba Ryan, moved fron:

Quincy. ... RS

> —

e
PR gt 9

from the Missouri prison
March 23, 1967, presumably
by hiding in & bread truck.
Ray was scnt to the Mis-
souri State Hospital at Fulton
after he attemped to escape
in 1966 by hiding in a ventila-
{or shaft. After five weeks of
ohservation, the hospital said
doctors found no indication of
mental_discase, = e—=sEaa
—
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POLICE VAN LIAVES BOW STREET COURT IN LONDON
. Alter hcm’ing for Ray on possessing forged passport, loaded zun charges
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731 FRED COLE
LONDON 2

James Earl Ray made a
two-minute appearance in Bow
Street Court todayv and indi-
cated he would fizht the U. 8.
government's aitempt lo seek

his extradition in conneciion
with the charge that he killed |

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

London’s  chief
ardered Ray held without hail
for anolher cour( appecarance
on June 18.

There v
ing the
hearing
Ray a
point an attorsoey

wention dup-
preliniing iy
N ;d()u
\O.ul

af Gue

Q-

shed W04

o owoand fight B

Ameriea,

o i
tion ti
retuined
oif:cials
soing ahead
cwith the exireaition process
and hoped to rewurn Rav tfo
the United Siates “very
soon.” ‘

Americai

said they were

-OLD escaped
1zd been on the
Negro
5 icader was killed Ap
is, Tenn., was
r the alias of
fiL.JL)I‘. (,omze Snny‘d and was
ch:;;‘l‘(’. with carryving a false
sport and aloaded revolvg
. v owithout a ]1(cme. 1

'«

v} A heavy
hrought Ray

Feourt three }

o

i

T

police  esco
cretly io
hiouls hefore

Kid b3

e

¢ preliminary
3 )

™ tav

magistrate

prepares  the
ycase for the accused and

chooses the harrister who
. does the pleading in court.

hearing was o A solicifor
segin. A crowd ol about 3id :
laid siege to ihe courtrosm
{ later, and everyole entering il |
was searched fer weapons.
link between the accused, the
barrister and the court.
Ray came into the court
' through a side door, flanked
! by wwo policemen. He looked
calm and spoke in a fum
voice.
_The atmosphere in
courtroom was tense. -
TWGC BENCHES were occu-
pled by whout 3§ reporieis,
Anotier 20 were outside the
courtroom. and about 50 per-

Ra\' had been under heavy
ard- smce his arrest Satur-

Wearing a dark blue suit
with dark brown checks and a8 !
blue shirt, Ray stood quietly
with his hands clasped hehind
him as Chief Magistrate
Feanic Biltan eid hmo fhas
under. British criminal proce-;

{dure press coverage of the
: details of the hearing would: — _~ =70 A
. be limited unless he asked: sons jammed the enclosure

L, set aside for thc public.

\ that the restriction be lifted. 4 SO aside for e public .
| SR e P‘anmo\ncs\rcn and uni-
. Asked if hed \;vantea‘ Ltle!, formed velice iined the court-

i enlie

[vestriction lifted, he replied: b o5 and five of them stood

the

a 13

i “No sir.
j‘ RAY’S DARK.
‘flecked with gray
temples, and his face
tanned.

A government proscculor
asked that Ray be held in
custordy, and the judge grant-
ed Ray’s. reguest that the
court appoint a lawyer for
him. ‘

Then he was taken away by
a large force of plainclothes:
men and uniformed police.

1t was believed thal he was
taken to Brixiow Prisoxn, cou-
sidered one of London’s most
secure jails.

Michael Dresden was nanit-
ed by the cowrt as Ray
sclicitor. Dresden will prepar
the defense and choose
lawyer to argue tnls case in
court. ;

: DRESDEN’S office declined 5.
ito answer questions about the
icase, including what stand il
gmight take on an extradition |
request. i

hair  was |
at . the
was

the press and public.

Ray had been in Canada,
Portugal and
the fwo-month  hunt cended
with his arrest at London
atrport.  Imformed  sources
gave credence io veports that
he had bheen hiding out i
(London since mid-Fay.

“He’s been like a caged

man sensing the trap was
closing in on him and looking
desperately for an escape,”
one informant said. One re-
port was that when picked up
he was bound for Brussels,
hoping to contact recruiters
for mercenary forces in
Alfrica.
,  Police informants in Brus-
+ ¢ sels said authorities had been
; notified  about Ray’s = two
aliases and were zleried that
he might be heading there.

Britain

5
e

a
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{ at the back of the deck, facing »

pefore

ot
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; Hote; Ponu"al
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I‘E\\ LEADS on ponpt c \n o
mizht had had co
belped

o
* Taronte., wherc
month, ware ché
from the owner of a noarding
house where he stayed.

lo')\, io Ad} about {4

hefore he 'Ie‘/ to Loudon May
couid not give

gescrintion of the

i ey whind

CEPTT T
4 G,

8. 5h

12
IS

3T

- for

{loar.

hat
his |

paying jusi over
his room on fthe
Staff at the hotel recai
he was generally oui of
room 15 av 16 hours a day.

RAY IS WANTED on a
Tennessee charge of murder, |
a federal charge of conspiring
to deny King his civil rights.
and a Missouri charge’that he !
escaped from prison there on
Apul 23, 1087,

. §. Assi. Ally . Fred

T V.:u ﬂ" w to wam
fond saw Ray in Bis cell Sun-
i day, bub in Washinglon Atly.

Y Gen., Ramsey Clark said Bay

had made no statement to ¥in-

503

SISt

ncl

>

SHIOTO FRIPS RA
. Slade in Canada; led to
England <=7
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Number Of Trips
To Europe To Get

|

Money Is Reported -

BY SCOTT B. BURNS

LONDON (UPI) — A
judge - Monday ordered
James Earl Ray held with-
~out bail on charges of
‘ illegally entering Britain
and gave the go ahead for
American ‘authorities’
begin extradition  pro
“.ceedings for his trial as
‘the accused killer-of Mar-
tin Luther King. :

Meanwhile, British pohce
sources said Ray, when ar-
rested in London, was making
the latest of an undisclosed
number of trips to Europe to
pick up money said to have
been deposited for him in a
Swiss bank.

The police informants said
. Ray arrived in Britain May 8,
went to Lisbon to pick up
money sent there for him

from his Swiss bank account :
and returned to London May |

17. The sources said Scotland j

tof

Details Shadowy
Details of Ray's movements
Y between May 17 and the day |
‘he was arrested were
shadowy, but the police
sources said he ran out of
money again and was report-
ed to have flown back to
Lishon.. Perhaps because of
his inability to receive anoth-
er cash transfer he‘ then
decided to fly to Brussels and
was caught as he passed
through London.

. The legal machinery mov
ing. Ray to Memphis, Tenn.,
where King was killed by a
sniper's bullet April 4 was
set in motion when a phalanx

. of guards swept the neatly

Yard received an alert to be |.

on the lookout for TRay on
Mdy.17 but missed him, ., .

dressed ex-convict into packed
Bow Street Magistrate’s Court,
He was sullen and scowling,
The hearing on the British
charges that' Ray entered the
country with :a loaded .38
caliber pistol and forged pass-

i port lasted one minute and 22

|

The provisional document
ave the U. S. Justice Dept. [

seconds. )

The magistrate ordered Ray
held for another hearing on
June 18 and informed. sources
‘said he granted U. S. authori-
ties a “provisonal warrant”
for extradition.

“Tequest for counsel for Ray.
Hilton accepted the request.

Fred M. Vinson Jr., the {;

Justice Dept. officer sent
from Washington to London to
speed the extradition, sat si-
lently to one side during the
hearing. He is an assistant
attorney general and the chief
of the Justice Dept § criminal
division,

At no time during the hear-
ing Monday was the assassi-
nation of King mentioned, and
the question of extradition did
not come up. The hearing was
part of the British legal sys-'
tem which requires that' ev-
ery person arrested must ap-
pear before a magistrate with-
n 48 hours of his arrest.

Requests Prepared
! U. §. legal sources said
American lawyers were

mmmnuine wamisactn fam Dasde

" Britain for three days im-

 register

. [forged -passport Ray was al-
“legedly carrying.

, - an accent.”

1
1
l
]
]

§

of

_lappeared older than pictures }

L Prepaimy 1equesy vl nay ®

g ‘extxadxtl-on to Tennessee and

Missouri, These sources saxd!
it was uncertain if either or |

§ iboth of these requests would

ever be filed. Ray could waive
opposition to. extradltion or
the British Home Office could
simply deport him to the
! United States.

The owner of one London

hotel said Monday Ray was in

mediately preceding his cap-
ture. This contradicted re-
ports from police sources that
he had just arrived when he
was taken into custody.
Mrs. Anna Thomas, owner
the Pax . Hotel in the
Pimlico district, said a man
who refused to sign the hotel
checked into her
place last Wednesday and
stayed three days. Mrs. Thom-
as said the man told her his~
name was Sneyd, the name:
authorities said was on the

. ‘Looked Tired’ .
Mrs. Thomas said the man

of Ray and had darker hair
and a thinner face. l

‘'He kept the door locked at :
all times while he stayed here
and when.I brought his hreak-
fast up he told me to leave it
outside,” Mrs. Thomas said.
‘“‘He looked so tired and spoke
with an American or Canadw-

: Mzs Thomas sa1d the man

- i

ki

checked out suddenly Satux\
day morning and paid her
our pounds 10 shillings
($10.80) for the room. She said
the man received several tele-
hone calls that morning in-

. cluding one about an airline

* flight to Europe.

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, City ana state.)

— THE RT‘?\ITNGHA M
NFWS '

1
7 BIRMINGHAM DOS""—,
HFRALD

/ BIRM]’NGT‘A M,
pate: 6=11-68

. :
‘Edition: e

author: Scott B. Bur'ns
eaitor: Duard Le Grand

Title: MURKIN

AL ABAM 4

Character: 44-1 740 !

Classification:

T‘TRM T W‘HAM

[:] Being Xnves.m n d

SubmHthdOfﬁée:

7

FI—7 - SE7 20
SEARCHED _....—._.INDEXED ;
*SERIALIZED.....FILED Vsl

JUN1 11968

FBI — BIRMINGHAM

K

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




§ Rey, 40, wore a blue check- y . ' '
“€d sport coat, an open neckn } ' .
dad\ blue sport shirt and,
1 dark slacks as he was led into g
+ the famous old courtroom. Ha
scowled and jerked his head
to one side as a team of
Scotland Yardmen hall drag-
ged hinmi at one point to the
dock, He shufiled inic the
prisoner’s box.
With head partially lowered,
" Ray spoke only twice .and
-both times his wvoice was
barely audible. He nad one
word to say each time —
. “no.” The judge asked if Ray
" objected to restrictions on
‘news coverage of the hearing
and if he had a statement of .
“his own to make. :
Re(;fxésls Counsel
Thomas Butler, the Scotland o ; s
Yard detective who arrested )
‘Ray at Hethron Airport last
--Saturday morning, handed
. Magistrate: Frank Milton 'a
" request for counsel for Ray.
‘Hilton accepted the request.
Fred M. Vinson Jr.,, the -
. Justice Dept. officer sent
from Washington to London to
speed the extradition, sat si- ' - .
_lently to one side during the . ’ .
heaving. He is an assistant i i ‘
attorney zeneral and the chief :
of the Justice Dept s criminai - . .
division. - ’ AR ¢
© At no time” dunm the hear
ing Monday was the assassi:
nation of King mentioned, and
the question of extradition did
" not come up. 'I‘he hearing, was._

. the green light to prepare a
full, formal application for |
extradition. Authoritativeq{’
sources’ said this would bhe
cdone at a hearinz in Bow
Street Court Thursday. Ray
“would be - present, these
~ sources said. /
' Immediately “after the brief
- hearing Monday, guards hus-
tled Ray off to Brixton Prison S : / S
- and transferred him later in | ‘ : ‘ :
the day. to the maximum ' ’ ' o
“security wing { Wandsworth.
Prison. In£01me d prison
sources said two guards were
posted inside his cell to main-
tain an around-tiie-clock watch. *
Hall Dragged To Dock
. In addition to the murders
.l charges in Tennessee, Ray
1 faces possible trial in  Mis . ) ’
| souri as an escapee from the '
stale penitentiary there.

‘ . [
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Lu‘ngmmms TALBURT —~~ 19 000 mxles in the Mustang,

Scripps-Howard Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — The FBI's
top assignment Sunday was to
find out whether the suspected
slayer of the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., was part of
a conspiracy — and where the
suspcet  got * the  estimated
$12,000 he spent in the last
nine months.

Speculation” that ng was
killed by a hired gunman has
risen since the accused assas-
sin, James Earl Ray, was

. arrested Saturday in London’

- after flying there from
. Lisbon enroute to Brussels.

Federal officials said they

cold not rule out the possibili- >

ty of a conspiracy ‘“‘until we

find the source of .his funds -

and establish who his associ-

ates, if any, were.”’ )
Conservative estimates are

that Ray spent at least $12,000

between Aug, 30, 1967 -+ when -

he paid $1195 cash in Birming-
ham for a white Mustang auto”
— and his arrest Saturday

spent §700 for bartending and
dancing lessons in California
earlier this year, took trips to

Mexico and Canada, where he -
" attended a locksmith school,

and later paid more than $150
cash in Birmingham for the
rifle and telescopic sight offi-
cials say were used in the
King slaying. '

Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark
appearing Sunday on the -

American Broadcasting
., Company’s T V program
“Issues and Answers,” reas-

no ev1dence_of a conspiracy.’

“We continue to investigate

every shred of evidence, ev-

ery lead, and if there was a :
conspiracy-it will he discover- -
i ed,” Clark said. |

" . Clark added that Ray was a
man who “lived a life of = -
crime, who obtained funds. . -

through crime, and I think we

can reason that there ‘is a |

very plausible possibility as to
the source of his funds.” _
Other investigators said. the

c_;,c; - ‘ R
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e aan o
travel and to frequent run-
down nightclubs and bars
might have come from a bank
robbery in his hometown of
Alton, Ill.

Ray escaped from the Mis- .

souri State Penitentiary on
April 23, 1967. Eleven weeks
later, on July 13, two men
robbed an Alton bank of
$27,000. They have never been
found, and officials said that
a witness to the robbery
believes Ray may resemble
one of the robbers.

& a positive identification is* -

made by the witness whe
Ray is extradited to the U. S.

Memphis authorities in the °

King slaying, the source of
Ray’s funds may be explain-
ed. ) .

Meantime, the FBI is check- -
ing points in England, Portu-
gal, Belgium and Canada in
an attempt fo find whether he

‘had money stashed away in
‘these countries. o

There still are mysterious
gaps in the trail Ray followed
to elude capture after King
was slain,
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The arrest of James Earl Ray, ac-
cused killer of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., on the run for more than
two months, hopefully will bring an-
swers to questions about the assassi-
nation of the civil rights leader and
put an end to quiet mutterings in
some places that the Federal Bureau
of Investigation had not been press-
ing its quest vigorously.

In addition to the general relief
which comes with the apprehension
: ~¢ prime suspect in the murder
oi Dr. King, it is doubly satisfying to
know that police orgamzatlons on two,
continents—especially those in Can-
sda and Great Britain—have worked
with such cooperative efficiency with
the FBIL

Seldom has a criminal act caused
more speculation, rumors, founded

s —

S D

-]

are . O ’C.ay

and unfounded, and mass emotion as
it led through a maze of rabbit trails.

The dogged investigation Dby the
FBI leading to Ray’s arrest is another
meritorious chapter in that law en-
forcement body’s history. It offers

another contradiction to those who .
argue that the bureau has outllved'

‘its proven uscfulness.

Now, it can be hoped, Ray will be
extradited to this country, duly ar-

~raigned, indicted and brought to trial.

"in an atmosphere free of any display
which might prejudice the ouicome..

Barring the unexpected, Ray will
have his day in court. If found guilty
his fate will be determined by our

established courts, and no person .

should ever attempt to turn the
course of justice from that path.

RS
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The police were said to be *
,‘ X ra Iun combmg the hotels. for wit-]

i nesses to the' pair’s: appear-)

cances in the lobbies.
» ﬁf Ra ASked Ray was dlone when he
. checked into the Pax Hotel,

LONDON (UPI) — The
United States Wednesday for- |
mally requested the extradi- |
tion of James Earl Ray to the |
United States to stand trial
for the assassination of the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

__ British police searched for a
. possible accomplice.
Jack A. Herfurt, consular

" officer at the U. S. embassy,.
" handed the Foreign Office the |

formal request after final

documents on Ray were rush-

. ed to'London from Washing-:
ton by air.

Chief Metropolitan Magls-

trate Frank Milton was ex-

which has an unlisted tele-
phone number and no name -
other than the word ‘hotel”.
on a sign handing over the
front door. ) :
" Mrs. Anna Thomas, propries -
for of the Pax Hotel, said Ray
acted ‘‘neurotic.” She said he
stayed in his room most of the
time and made his own bed.
When he left the maid found
plles of torn up ‘newspapers,
two, spy thrillers and a dis-
posable plastic hypodermicy,
syringe ‘in .the' room, .Mr.
Thomas said. :

I

pected to hold a full formal}.

extradition hearing with Ray]
present in approxm\ately a
: week or 10 days..

The American requestt

" sought to prove that Ray was

"the actual name of the man”

" arrested last Saturday bear-
ing a forged Canadian pass-’
port with the name of Ramon
Sneyd.

The extradition demand out-
lined the state of Tennessee’s -
case against Ray for the

- murder of King. It also stated/ :

Missouri’s case against Ray

)
P
|

7"

A

for an earlier bank robbery @ T "

.~ for which the escaped conv1ct
had -served only 7 years of a
".20 year sentence. :
At the same time,. 1t was
" learned London police were
’ attemptmg to establish the
~ descripion and identity of. a
* man-or men reported to-hav

e

been with Ray when he walk{,
ed into two small hoteld’
1 during his last 10 . days¢ i
Bﬂtam.,_ ' o " nsv'.:"vz
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BY SCOTT B. BRUNS
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{

—Ray retumed from Lxsbon !

Y [N

a doubt “in the eyes of British

LONDON  ({UPD — The mys-'p to London May 17 and stayed 12%-” The United States also

| terious activities in Europe |
j ol James Earl Ray, wanted
for the murder of the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr., were
clouded in a fog of confiicting
reports Tuesday.

While U. S. officials swiftly
~athered documents to pre-
zent a formal request Wed-
acsday or Thursday for Ray’s
extradition to the United
States, both American and
Eiitish officials declared a
news blackout on the enigma
oi the much-traveled fugitive.

Indications were Ray had
Lo contacts in London. Hotels
reported the seldom ventured

\from his rooms and received
wﬁv—" S

v—-ﬁ.-e'u_

1o phone calls, mail or visi-

tors before his arrest at the

~ondon Airport last Saturday.

The two versions of Ray's

" movements circulated here
were: .

—Ray arrived in London

from Canada around May 5,

flew to Lisbon May 7 and .

returned June 8 to London to

make a connecting flight to -

Brussels. He was arrested

after he walked into the
airport transit lounge and

questioned for-three hours.
This version was furnished by

to be supplied by the FBI in
.Washington after local evi-
dence to the contrary ap-

=
peared Jhgre. :

& in at least two small hotels

unil he was arrested at the
airport en route to Brussels.
But passengers leaving Eng-
land would not go. through the
transit lounge, although offi-
cials insisted that was where
he was apprehended, .

Reports circulated Ray had
gone to Lisbon and planned to
travel to-Brussels to pick up
money transferred to him
from a Swiss bank. Lisbon
banks were said to have been
asked by Scotland Yard to
check all new accounts and
transfers. Unanswered was

Jvho had opened any accounts,

[ gD I NI

when and why.
The London Daxly Tele-

graph insisted Ray telephoned

its offices to ask the address

in Biussels of a now-outlawed

recruiting office for ' white

mercenaries fighting in

Africa. i

Meanwhile, American offi- ;
cials ordered documents from i
Missouri, Tennessee and other |
points to fry to establish |
airtight proof that the sullen

f.man called 'Ramon Sneyd !

" really was James Earl Ray.
police sources and continued -

Informed legal sources said
that the American request for
Ray’s extradition would have

. .to establish his identity as
: Ray beyond the shadow of '
D o

must lay out a good legal case
for murder charges in Tennes-
see, the legal sources said,

The sources said the- Ameri-
can file would include FBI
copies of Ray's fingerprints
and an account of his mysteri-
ous “movements from King's
assassination last April until
his arrest last Saturday. The
American case also will ine-
clude depositions from per-
sons who saw the alleged
assassin shortly before King
was' shot in Memphis.

"As a safety measure, U. S.
officials also plan to file a
formal_request ior Bay’s ex-

-3l

P

tradition on a Mlssoun bank
robbery charge.  Ray had
served seven years of a
20-year sentenoe for the-theft

when he escaped from prison

last year.
The metropolitan chief-mag-
istrate, Frank Milton, will

E@pon‘s Conﬁ:d On Ray's

examine the U. S, documents

at the hearing. If he

is .

convinced of Sneyd’s identity -
as Ray wand satisfied the

murder charges -are based
solidly, he will recommend

extradtion to.the British home j

secretary.

ki

If Ray fights extradition

and tries all appeals under
! British law, it could take from
} one to three months to return
i him..to America.
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