








THE AFTERMATH

tended to function and to impair its services
which are vital to the security of the nation.

Apparently the fact that the CIA does not
operate in the full glare of a public spotlight
suggests to some that there is something sinis-
ter afoot if the agency is involved. Well,
sometimes there is, and sometimes there isn’t.
But in either case the ultimate goal is to pro-
tect the government and the people of the
United States, not to serve the independent
interests of the CIA.

Then, of course, there are some people who
just can’t stand not knowing all about every-
thing that is going on. But I don’t believe
these people would want their frustrations re-
paired at the risk of emasculating the CIA.

The question is, does the United States
need a Central Intelligence Agency? Most
people would agree that as long as the Rus-

sians and the Chinese, and their satellites, -

have espionage agencies functioning in every
corner of the globe, the United States will
continue to have a need for organized govern-
mental establishments for intelligence and
counterintelligence operations. The Central
Intelligence Agency is one of these establish-
ments. But there is a growing fear that, some-
how, the CIA poses a threat to established in-
stitutions of our government; that it has be-
come a separate, secret government which
flouts international law, and throws its weight
around in support of international conspira-
cies, which it has hatched itself, in defiance
of the U.S. government’s official policies; and
that it is not accountable to anyone for its
actions. These fears are fed by journalists like
Haynes Johnson who tells the story of the CIA
chief of operations in Guatemala who
planned to defy orders from Washington and
carry on with invasion plans in cahoots with
the Cuban freedom fighters. These fears are
fed by politicians like Jim Garrison with his
highly publicized probe of alleged CIA con-
nections with the assassination of a President;
and they are even fed by high ranking mem-
bers of the U.S. Congress like Senator Stephen
Young, of Ohio who says that “the CIA
is not satisfied to be our watchdog, but wants
to be its own master. It has taken on the char-

acter of a second government answerable to
no one.”

In Congress Senator Young is not alone in
his apprehensions. A few years ago 34 other
senators joined in sponsoring a resolution to
create a joint Congressional Committee on the
CIA. There are already two congressional
committees, one in the Senate and one in the
House, to ride herd on the CIA, but Senator
Young says in spite of this ‘. . .today you
cannot directly learn anything about the CIA
operation—not what it does, nor what it costs,
not how efficient it is, not even when it suc-
ceeds or when it fails—until it is too late to
make any useful judgement.”

What Senator Young says may be true. I
am not in a position to say; nor am I qualified
to express an opinion about the proper role
of intelligence establishments like the CIA in
our democratic system of government. But
when Senator Young complains about a lack
of objective evaluation of the CIA’s perform-
ance by elected representatives in government,
it seems fair to point out that in spite of
strenuous efforts by many of his colleagues
in the Senate to set up a committee to inves-
tigate the Bay of Pigs fiasco, this was never
accomplished, Does Senator Young suggest
that it was the CIA who erected the stumbling
blocks in the way of an independent Senate
investigation? Or was it the White House?

If Senator Young is truly concerned about
secrecy in government, and if, as he says, “it
is getting progressively more difficult to
know where fiction ends and reality begins,”
he might do well to extend the range of his
interest in this subject into branches of gov-
ernment which lie well beyond the walls of
the CIA. I am not focusing here on Senator
Young to the exclusion of all other -elected
representatives of the American people in na-
tional government. But Senator Young has
made many widely read ‘public statements
about the role of the CIA in the Bay of Pigs
affair—statements which he may believe, but
which, never-the-less, are not supported by
the facts; and the facts that have been con-
cealed from him have not been concealed by
the CIA as he seems to believe.
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Here are some of the things Senator Young
has told several million Americans about the
Bay of Pigs and the CIA.

He has said that the Bay of Pigs invasion of
Cuba was an object lesson in stupidity and in-
ternational policial failure. “. . .It was ap-
palling to learn how thoroughly all the sig-
nals were confounded—the lack of coordina-
tion, the waste of manpower, the failure to
provide the promised umbrella of bombers ov-
er the beaches as the Cuban freedom fighters
made their landing.

“The late President Kennedy gallantly
took the blame for the Bay of Pigs disaster
. . . .but it was plain by that time how dis-
gracefully faulty had been the information he
was given before the April, 1961, landings,
how ill-advised he had been by both the CIA
and his military strategists, how mismanaged
the whole affair was from beginning to end,
largely by CIA bungling.

“The CIA not only deceived the President
in this case; the people of the United States
were also deceived, and quite deliberately.”

Senator Young
wrong !

It was not the CIA who changed the inva-
sion plans at the last minute.

It was not the CIA who cancelled air attacks
vital to the success of the invasion.

It was not the CIA who insisted on a
“quiet” landing “preferably at night”, and
who cut down the strength of the initial at-
tacks against Castro’s air bases.

It was not the CIA who sent the ‘Cuban
freedom fighters ashore on Monday morning
without air cover.

And it was not the CIA who deceived the
American people.

is ome hundred percent

Senator Young has also told millions of
Americans that “Ambassador Adlai Stevenson
was supplied with CIA propaganda that was
false. . .he was subjected to humiliation in the
United Nations. . .he was misinformed, in
fact, duped, by CIA officials. . . .”

It was not the CIA who failed to keep Am-
bassador Stevenson informed of what was go-

BAY OF PIGS

ing on in the Caribbean, and it was White
House aid McGeorge Bundy, not the CIA, who
made a belated trip to New York Sunday
night, April 16, to let Ambassador Stevenson
in on the deal.

Senator Young himself has said that the
CIA “. .. .cannot talk about either their fail-
ures or their successes; they cannot put out
press releases explaining or justifying what
they have done. Like the heroes in the spy
movies, they must keep their mouths shut,
even under the torture of public criticism.”
Admitting, as he does, that the CIA must re-
main silent as he tightens the screw, is it not
worthy of comment that it never seems to have
occurred to Senator Young that he might be
plowing in the wrong field?

With all due respect to Senator Young and
other critics of the “invisible government”, it
was not my old friends Vic and Connie and
their superiors in the CIA who dreamed up
the Bay of Pigs. The invasion of Cuba by a
brigade of exile Cuban freedom fighters was
conceived by the President of the United
States, Dwight Eisenhower. It was ordered by
the President of the United States, John F.
Kennedy. On these orders, it was imple-
mented by the CIA and the Pentagon. Win,
lose or draw, to CIA pilots Vic and Connie it
was a job—a job which offered no promise
of personal reward, no fame, no recognition.
For them there was nothing but a capsule to
crunch between their teeth, and a closed file
back in Arlington, Virginia, if they had been
shot down over the Bay of Pigs on Monday
afternoon. :

I don’t know if Vic and Connie are typical
of the people who work for the CIA. My
feeling is, however, that if the majority of
the American people knew who and what
they are, they would count themselves lucky
in this day and time to know that they have
a couple of guys around who are willing and
able to do the kind of jobs they do.

It seems to me, that if Senator Young and
his colleagues in Congress could find a way
to keep the people who are running the store
up front honest, then we have nothing to fear
from the CIA and its “invisible government.”

THE END
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“, ..If we have to get rid of these men, it is much better to dump them in
Cuba...” __ JFK

... By overruling the CIA and the Pentagon, and by requiring them to
develop new plans, almost overnight, President Kennedy cut the chances
for success at the Bay of Pigs to an irreducible minimum. ..

... New Orleans District Attormney Jim Garrison’s accusations against the
CIA insult the most average intelligence, and label his investigation as
just what it is__unadulterated hokum. ..

... The Bay of Pigs...was an absolute tragedy of errors, indecision and
timidity, with all kinds of cooks stirring away at the pot and trying to
cover up the mess when it was all over. ..

... How much loss of world support for our efforts in the Far East have
we suffered, and how many Americans will lose their lives there because
the power and the prestige of the United States were buried in the sands
at the Bay of Pigs?...
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WHV BY WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE

This is the third in a series of articles on James Earl
Ray and the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King, Ir.,
by William Bradford Huie, the eighth-generation
Southerner who solved the murder of Emmet Till and
was a friend of Dr. King. At the time of his first two
reporis. Mr. Huie believed that the evidence then
available to him pointed to a conspiracy. There re-
mained, however, unanswered questions that led him
to months of further investigation and the current
conclusions he presents here.

IN THE TENNESSEE STATE PRIsonN at Nashville,
James Earl Ray now regards himself as a political
prisoner. When, early in the presidential campaign of
1968, he shot and killed Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Ray took what he regards as a political action ap-
proved by millions of Americans. Ray thinks'he fired
the first shot in a social or racial conflict, a second
Civil War, which will eventually result in his being
freed. He therefore feels fulfilled: he believes he is
liked, respected, even admired. And he is confident
that political developments in the United States will
cause him to be freed in two to four years.

James Ray, who is 41, along with his brothers
Jerry, 34, and John, 37, believed that George C. Wal-
lace would be elected President on November 5, 1968,
and that President Wallace would promptly pardon
the murderer of Dr. King. James Ray thought that by
murdering Dr. King, he would aid Wallace’s cause.
When Wallace was not elected, ali three Ray biothers
took comfort in the Republican victory. They figured
they had gained something. The trial was set to begin
on November 12, 1968. One of the reasons why James
Ray changed attorneys on the eve of his trial, thereby
forcing a postponement of several months, was that
he thought he’d have a better chance if his trial were
held after January 20, 1969.

Jerry Ray, who told me that his own police rec-
ord began when he was a juvenile, said of the delay:

“Jimmy’s friends are just bound to have more power
after Nixon becomes President.”

James Ray wrote to me that he didn’t have much

to fear from any jury in Shelby
County, Tenn., because, in his words,
“70 percent of the voters of this
county [the Memphis area] voted
for either Wallace or Nixon.” He
added that certainly he didn’t have
to fear a death sentence because

no white man has ever been given
a death sentence in a racial killing.”

The Ray brothers believe that Jimmy is support
ed not only by millions of individual Americans but
also by certain newspapers and newspapermen. On
November 1, 1968, when he thought the trial might
start on November 12, Jerry Ray came to Alabama
and talked with me. One of his worries, he said, was
that “nobody but liberal reporters” could get a seat
assigned in the courtroom for the trial. Jerry wanted
me to use my influence to get “some conservative re-
porters like Paul Harvey and Fulton Lewis assigned
seats, so we can have some friends who'll tell Jimmy’s
side of it.”

One reason why it was hard iv convince James
Ray that he was likely to get the electric chair if he
went to trial was that in his environment, in his heav-
ily guarded cell, he received some of the approbation
he had killed Dr. King to get. A deputy sheriff told
him: “That jury ain’t gonna turn you loose till they’ve
fined ya two dollars for shootin’ a coon outa season.”

To counter such advice, Ray had to be told:
“Boy, you pay attention to these half-assed jailers
and you’ll wind up in the chair. These guards and
deputies are nigger-haters like you, and they’ll - - - - in
your ear about how you saved the white race by kill-
ing Martin Luther Coon. But jailers don’t sit on juries.
If you go to trial, three or four of your jurors will be
Negroes, and the eight or nine white men or women
damn sure won'’t be jailers or bailiffs. That jury will
burn yore ass, and you better believe it, and let me
make a deal if you want to go on living.”

In August, 1968, when I began work on this case
—when I began sending in questions to Ray via his
lawyers and receiving his answers—Ray gave this ac-
count of the actual murder he said that he carried
the rifle to Memphis, and that at 3:15 p.m. on April
4, he rented the room at the rooming house. He said
that he bought the binoculars about 4:30 p.m. But he
saiel that w“ s ihie ehol s saed b oo pane, he was
in the Mustang, on Main Sneet that the “other man”
came running down the stairs, threw the rifle on the
sidewalk, jumped into the back seat of the Mustang
and covered himself with a sheet, while he (Ray)
drove away. Eight blocks from the murder scene, Ray
said that the “other man” jumped out at a traffic light,
and he (Ray) drove on to Birmingham and Atlanta.

Month after month, I sought evidence to sup-
port this account, while I urged Ray to reveal more
about the “other man.” I found no supporting evi-
dence I could believe. 1 had to conclude that, in all
likelihood, the “other man™ wasn’t there, that Ray
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Through this window of a drap Memphis rooming house, the assassin fired a single .30-06 bullet.

Dr. King occupied Room 306, now kept as
a memorial, on the upper floor of

the Lorraine Motel. The bullet traveled
205 feet to its target on the balcony.

alone went to the rooming house and shot Dr. King. I
told both James and Jerry Ray last fall that, in my
opinion, James Ray had no defense to the charge of
murder. [ told them further that if James Ray went to
trial pleading not guilty, he would be in grave danger
of the electric chair. Since he was a habitual crim-
inal, widely suspected of being a hired killer, he
couldn’t count on the solid support of white su-
premacists, not even of Ku Klux Klan members or
sympathizers (who do not kill for cash).

Ray’s decision to plead guilty and accept the 99-
year sentence was not easily reached. He feared that
a guilty plea might cause him to lose status “among
the prison population.” As a criminal who has spent
13 years in prison and who knows he will spend more
years there, Ray first wants status among criminals
and their guards. I now believe he killed Dr. King to
achieve such status. Only secondly is he concerned
about status among people who don’t inhabit prisons.
And he hungered for the drama of a trial. He sus-
tained himself with a fantasy in which he took the
witness stand “before the world” and performed mas-
terfully. He surrendered this fantasy and agreed to
plead guilty, 1 feel sure, only after he decided that,
despite his guilty plea, he will now be an important
person in prison, and that he will yet win freedom in
some dramatic manner.

Ray’s pleading guilty to murdering Dr. King
does not answer all the questions that continue to
trouble me and many Americans. These questions are:

1. Who, if anyone, assisted Ray, financially or
otherwise?

2. Did Ray make the decision to kill, or did
someone else make it?

3. When was this decision made?

4. Exactly why was it made? What were the
motives of Ray and his possible assistants?

5. Is there any connection, however remote, be-
tween the murders of John E. Kennedy and Dr. King?

I believe I know partial answers to these ques-
tions, and I believe I may yet find complete answers.
But in August, September and October of 1968, as 1
sought these answers in Chicago, California, Canada

continued

LOOK 4-15-69 103

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176






Ask the man
whose
borrow
1ambulance

—about Ztna.

ent

If your family is in an accident in another state, you’d
hardly expect your insurance agent to borrow an ambulance
and drive 400 miles to bring them home. An ZKtna agent
A4 fngt that

DeCaust ik iaiiaisy s Gootor agreed they would get well
faster in familiar surroundings.

We may be a big, modern, fast-growing, dynamic business,
but we never lose sight of some old-fashioned values.

As one of the world’s largest companies handling all kinds
of insurance, we and our agents still do business with our
hearts as well as our computers.

‘
d I o l OUR CONCERN IS PEOPLE

LIFE & CASUALTY
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ich is the new word?
TOOVY
Mini-skirt
Discotheque

Happening

olyglas

That’s right. Polyglas. The registered trademark of The The Polyglas tire has a combination of a polyester cord
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company. body and a fiberglass cord belt. They hold the wide trcad
Why all the talk about Polyglas? Because the Custom Wide  firm, so it squirms less, wears less.

Tread Polyglas tire can give people up to double the mile- Remember—If the tire doesn’t say Goodyear, it can’t

age of the best selling Goodyear tires. be Polyglas.

GOODSYEAR

Wide Tread—T.M. The Goody2ar Te&rbb'%mmm
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