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re. MURKIN v
PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED

In the event of inquiries regarding the identity of 
the sources of the reward money offered in the Murkin case, 
you may confidentially advise established sources that ac­
cording to a compilation set forth in the April 27th edition 
of the "Commercial Appeal," Memphis, Tennessee, 
$25,000 each lias been offered by the "Commercial Appeal" 
and Scripps-Howard newspapers and that in addition, 
businessmen and citizens in Memphis have offered several 
thousands more and the Memphis City Council has under­
written the reward up to a total of $100,000.
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Date: 5/22/68

Transmit the following in Type in piainlrrt or rode)

AirtelVia TPriority)

Director, FBI (44-38861)From

MURKIN

Eaton - complainantRe Herbert H

two copies of a letter fromEnclosed are

A *-- J
Enclosures (2)

1 - SAC, Memphis (44-1987) (info)

Sent Via

indicating he may be 
which is pertinent to

in 
this

Eaton 
that 
appropriate

SAC, Charlotte (44-1365)

You should immediately interview Mr. 
and orally acknowledge receipt of his letter at 
time. Conduct necessary interviews and set out 
leads.

M Per

complainant dated 5/20/68 
possession of information 
case.
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ARMED AND DANGEROUS

CFWtcbw 
(19) $&/

SEMIMED------y
SEIMMlZED —i'

Buy U.S. Saving! Bondt Rtgularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

SAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365) (P) date: 5/24/68

SA CRAWFORD F. WILLIAMS

subject: MURKIN

By radiogram dated 5/22/68, to all SACs, the 
Bureau advised as follows:

’'Inasmuch as RAY Is known to stay at 'flophouses' 
and lower class roominghouses, all offices are to 
furnish copy of Identification Order regarding RAY to 
Salvation Army and other charitable-type missions."

Each Senior Resident Agent is requested to have 
the Salvation Army and other charitable-type missions contacted 
as instructed by the Bureau. For use in this regard, there are 
attached two (2) I.O.s and 2 Wanted Flyers concerning subject 
RAY. In the event additional I.O.s or Wanted Flyers are needed, 
Charlotte should be advised in order that same can be obtained 
from the Bureau.

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum
TO

FROM
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LA M-l£7h ’

WIPE, ODELA PACKET?, INTERVIEWED AT LENGTH IN TA COUNTY 

JAIL. STATES PILED FOR DIVORCE TOOM PACKET? TWO MOUTHS AGO 

THROUGH ATTORNEY PHIL CLOUGH 0* GROUNDS OP DESERTION, CRUELTY, 

AND NONSUPPORT. LEGAL FEES PAYE" BY HER RELATIVES, SAID S . 

WAS SO MAD AT PACKET? AT TIFE 0? FILING ’OP. DIVORCE THAT SHE 

TORE UP ALL PHOTOS SHE HAD OP HIM. DESCRIPE" HIE AS SHITLESS 

DRIFTER, WHO NEVER HELD JOB DURING THEIR FIVE YEAR FARRIAGE. 

SHE DOES HOT KNOW HIS PRESENT WHEREABOUTS.

REVIEW OP LA PILES RE LESTER PACKET? AND INTERVIEW WITH 

ODELA PACKET? INDICATES HE HAP SPENT TI”E IN BELLE GLADE, 

FLORIDA; RENO, NEVADA; VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN TENNESSEE; CHICAGO 

AND KANSAS CITY. LHAMONT WHIT E 3 SIEVES HE IS INDIVIDUAL ^0 

TOOK HIS TWO GUNS, AMD IS ONLY IS I I I IDE OF PRANK 

BRICKLEY AN • PERSON HE KNEW AS FRICKLEY’S "GU'IH (’-ROSE NAr: 12 

CAN NOT RECALL) THAT ’’OULD HAVE KNOWN HE EVEN OWN'D THE GUMS.

IT W05FLD APPEAR PACKET? BILKED LA TIDES O’!? 0’ AT L LAST 

ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS. OTHER THAN 'HT-ING HI" ’NOTO TO RAY 

ANDREW YOENC, NASSE'TA, N.Y., 70 WRAP UP THIS ASPECT O ' CAGE,?."-.' I 

NO FURTHER INVESTIGATIVE EFFORT -LING COW "CTED IN LA RE "BOB" 

LNU.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DAn: 5/28/68

Memorandum
TO

SAC, CHARLOTTE (U-1365)

FROM ’
* SA ANTHONY PALMISANO 

subject:
J KURKIN

Re Memo of SA CRAWFORD F. WILLIAMS dated 5/2U/68.

On 5/27/68 Mrs. E.M. DANIELS, Secretary, Salvation Army, 
1001 East King St., Kinston, N.C. , was furnished with a copy 
of 1.0. U182. On 5/28/68 Mrs. M. ELLIS, Secretary, Salvation 
Army, 610 North William St., Goldsboro, N,C., was also furnished 
with a copy of T.O. U182.

Both Mrs. DANIELS and Mrs. ELLIS were advised of the fugitive 
status of JAMES EARL RAY and both stated they would be alert for 
his presence, should he appear at either of the above establishments. 
Both stated they would advise the FBI if they receivted any information 
concerning the whereabouts of RAY.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

AP/ap 
(2)

Buy U.S. Saving/ Bands Regularly tbt Payroll Saving Plan
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dati: 5/26/68

HARRIS

KURKINsubject:

Re Agent's Memo dated 209

On 5/21J/68 JOHN L. WILLIAMS, Coroner, Stanly County, Albemarle,

Buy U.S. Savings Bondi Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

On 5/28/66 Rufus Honeycutt, Coroner, Rowan County, China Grove, N.C. 
advised that there are no unidentified dead in county.

from : SA WILLIAM

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : sac (I4I4-1365)

N.C. advised that he had no unidentified dead.
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date: 6/3/b8

subject: MURKIH

Re Memo of SA C.F. WILLIAMS dated 5/24/68

SA Vander Gast Severing lead Ln Cabarrus County.

SIAKHED

On 5/29/68 Capt. Richard Jones, Salvation Army, Brinkle 
Ferry Road, Salisbury, N.C. was alerted as to the subject and 
furnished an 1.0.

On 5/29/68 Sheriff Ralph McSwain, Albemarle, N.C. advised 
that there was no Salvation Army Mission or Transit Home in Stanly 
County.

F*OM SA WILLIAM HA RIS

To SAC(44-1365)

IOI»-«O4
UNITED STATES GoBfRNMENT

Memorandum
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ME 44-1987
CE 44-1365
CFV:cbw 
1

RE: INDIVIDUAL RESEMBLING 
JAMES EARL RAY, 
TRYON PLAZA HOTEL, 
TRYON, NORTH CAROLINA

By
Office of 
follors:

communication dated May 22, 1968, the Columbia
the Federal Bureau of Investigation advised as

On the night of May 18, 1968, BILL REID, a former 
officer of the Greer, South Carolina, Police Department, who 
now resides at Tryon, North Carolina, advised that he bad 
observed an individual at the Tryon Plaza Motel at Tryon, 
North Carolina, on May 18, 1968, who fits the description of 
and bears a resemblance to JAMES EARL RAY. REID stated he 
did not know the name of this individual but he was occupying 
the third room east of the office at the motel.

The following investigation was conducted by SA JOHN 
C. HENNtGAR at Tryon, North Carolina:

Motel, Tryon 
May 18, 1968

On May 27, 1968, Mrs
North Carolina

. RUTH GORDON, Tryon Plaza 
advised that she recalls

ss her daughter, Mrs. THELMA BURGETT, worked part
of the day on Saturday. Mrs. GORDON advised that three doors 
cast of the office would be Room 9 at the Tryon Plaza Motoi. 
Mrs. GORDON advised that her registration cards reflect that 
Roon 9 on May IS, 1968, was occupied by J. FLEETWOOD SHINIER, 
148 East Seventh Street, Jacksonville, Florida, representing 
the Massey Company. Mrs, GORDON advised that the registration 
card indicates he drove a Plymouth with Florida license 2-66110.

by R. I,
Mrs. GORDON further advised that Roon 9 was occupied 

DONK, 2103 South Main Street, Greenwood, South
Carolina, on May 19, 1968. This curd indicated that Mr. BONE 
represented the Saco Lowell Shops and was driving a 1965 
Chevrolet with South Carolina license E-131608. Mrs. GORDON 
advised that si - has always been an avid detective story lender 
and has been following the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING 
very closely. Mrs. GORDON advised that she has not reen anyone 
at the motel who resembles the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY 
which appeared in the local paper.

Mrs. GORDON advised that she and her daughter,
Mrs. THELMA BURGETT,, have talked about the assassination and 
no mention of any individual in the motel resembling RAY has 
been discussed. ... J - f7 ?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987
CE 44-1365

On May 27, 1968, Mrs. THELMA BURGETT, Tryon Plaza 
Motel, advised that she recalls working part-time on Saturday, 
May 18, 1968. Mrs. BURGETT advised sho does not recall anyone | 
resembling the photograph of RAY registering at the motel.

Mrs. BURGETT advised there was an incident at the 
motel at that time as an individual had come to the motel, 
registering as a single and later sho found out he had a 
woman in the room. Mrs. BURGETT advised she approached this 
individual and told him to come to the office, and pay the I
additional price for a second person in the room. Mrs. BURGETT 
advised that when he got to the office, she discovered he had 
not registered and asked him to register at that time. Mrs.
BURGETT advised that this Individual refused to register, 
stating that it was too late. Mrs. BURGETT advised that this I
individual was a nice-looking man; however, he did not fit I
the description or photograph of'JAMES EARL RAY which appeared 
in the local paper.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Re Columbia airtel to Charlotte dated 5/22/68.

subject: MURKIN

FROM

Memorandum
SAC, XLMPHie" (44l1HJ?)

SA JWAJ C. fteWMdM.
WR^OIHJlWL'l'L (*»«Ub5i

DAre: 6/4/68

On 5/27/68, Mrs. RUTH GORDON, Tryon Plaza 
Motel, Tryon, N. C., advised that she recalls 5/18/68 
as her daughter, Mrs. THELMA BURGETT, worked part on 
of the day on Saturday. Mrs. GORDON advised that three 
doors east of the office would be Room 9 at the Tryon 
Plaza Motel. Mrs. GORDON advised that her registration 
cards reflect that Room 9 on 5/18/68, was occupied by 
J. FLEETWOOD SIENIER, 148 East Seventh Street, Jacksonville, 
Florida, representing the Massey Company. Mrs. GORDON 
advised that the registration card indicates he drove 
a Plymouth with Florida license 2-66110.

Mrs. GORDON further advised that Room 9 was 
occupied by R. L. BONE, 2103 South Main, Greenwood, S. C., 
on 5/19/68. This card indicated that Mr. BONE represented 
the Saco Lowell Shops and was driving a 1965 Chevrolet 
with S. C. license E131608. Mrs. GORDON advised that she 
has always been an avid detective story reader and has been 
following the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING very 
closely. Mrs. GORDON advised that she has not seen anyone 
at the motel who resembles the photograph of JAMES EARL 
RAY which appeared in the local paper.

___ Mrs. GORDON advised that she and her daughter, 
Mrs. THEIMA BURGETT, have talked about the assassination 
and no mention of any Individual in the motel resembling 
RAY has been discussed.

Bn L .S. Savings Bends Regularly an the Payroll Savings Plan

SLAKHEO____ rwJLDt
SEKAuno _ /

^2 - Columbia (U-m). Zj?

On 5/27/68, Mrs. THELMA BURGETT, Tryon Plaza Motel 
advised that she recalls working part-time on Saturday, 
5/18/68. Mrs. BURGETT advised she does not recall anyone 
resembling the photograph of RAYkreglstering at the motel. ~
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Mrs. BURGETT advised there was an incident 
at the motel at that time as an individual had come to 
the mold, registering as a single and later she found 
out he had a woman in the room. Mrs. BURGETT advised 
she approached this individual and told him to come to 
the office, and pay the additional price for a second 
person in the room. Mrs. BURGETT advised that when be 
got to the office, she discovered he had not registered 
and asked him to register at that time. Mrs. BURGETT 
advised that this Individual refused to register, stating 
that it was too late. Mrs. BURGETT advised that this 
Individual was a nice-looking man; however, he did not 
fit the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY which appeared in 
the local paper.
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UNI I El > STATES”AERNMEXT

Memorandum
to : SAC (UU-1365) date: 6/I4./68

FROM : 3A CRAWFORD P. WILLIAMS

734

Buy U.S. Saving Bondi Rtgularly mt th Payroll Saw

SIAKMD 
sautiza

subject: MURKIN

On the afternoon of 6/3/68, JOHN GRIMES, U.S. Secret Service, 
Charlotte, telephonically advised that he had just received a telephone 
call from a Mra. FITCH, Mt. Holly, N.C., telephone 827-5679 who advised 
that she thinks she was in a taxi cab with JAMES EARL RAY in Mt. Holly 
just prior to the time his photograph appeared in the newspapers.

the subject who shot XING in the paper and believes this was the bearded
age about 35, brown eyesman

stated that ho walked with a very noticable limp

out of the store 
the man with the

0
.d

she 
beard took 
seat with the 
with the
left with the

^JUS^. Route 1, Mt. Holly, 
ng "the shooting of MARTIN 
on the main street of Mt.

iltting in the front 
dence where the man 
the house. He then

Holly shopping for groceries. As she 0 
observed a man with a beard. Both she 
the same taxi cab with the bearded man 
driver. The driver took her to her res:

GRIMES stated that while talking with the writer CLAUDE DAVIS 
had come Into the office and had informed him that Mrs. FITCH is a mental 
case. He said in view of this we may desire zto forget the matter 
entirely. /

She described this man as a white male, age 
long brown hair, brown beard, small build, «M 5'7

A On the morning of 6/U/68, Mrs, J 
Xelephonically advised that the day follt 
LUTHER KING, JR., she was at Jones’ Marki

", II4.O pounds. She

beard helped her carry her groceries Itj
cab driver. She stated that several days later she saw a photograph of

In view of the possible mental condition of Mrs. PITCH and 
the obvious discrepancy between her discriptlon of this man and RAY 
no further action is being taken.

For file.

CFW:
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him in the pul

This new 
was triggered

By PAUL KOTT

WASHINGTON - The Fed- 
era! Bureau n' Investigation's 
massive probe of the au»>l- 
nawn of Dr. Msrtta Lather 
Kilt# i« taking a t«<«Wv sen- 
>AUjn«J torn.

Wth James Earl Ray. the 
austsKded aunaln. apprentlv 
either onside Cur V S or now 
dead FBI agents have in. 
created their survtrilano* of

‘■' era! American CemmcnlHa 
known tn have been closely 
associated with King, laclui 
on* who wrote

SMBCHcB.
I0MLUI9

„ by evldrere 
gathered by the more Oan

pa« 5-31-68
Edit teat

AuthoWt

Editor:

TlUx

nuM if lie Iwo me: covertly
WIDENING THE INVESTI­

GATION - lucent evidence 
in ano of the mosJ massive 
probes Io the nation's tuatory 
has forced serious invettlgar 
lion of those poaaitriiltln- r

—Thal somebody close ti 
King or within his own mi 
gaauatimt tipped off his us’ 
•main •■ to the eirit rights 
lender's routine on Ilic day 
of his slaying.

—That Ra? was hired di­
rectly by certain black na- 
tiiMuilistt who paid him with 
money made available by 
foreign sources.

—Thal na inirrnubnoal 
Comma al «l "assassin 
ufud" was involved In the 
•laying.

Because of Ray'* myster­
ious tripe io Medco and Can­
ada shortly before the assau

ShMilM, the entire V S intel 
ligmce operation ranging 
from the Central MaUjennee 
Agency to Use Defense Intel- 
UgiDce Agency. Kar bean 
pressed Inin the hunt tor

King's taller.
Ono CIA report Indi­

cates that Ray who is faked 
to the murder weapon by fin­
gerprints and ballistic data, 
may have vic.ted Cuba during 
his Mexican trip. arrunbig to 
information furnished ny In 
Mexican airline official I

Hie FBI aasumptfon is tlpt, 
it there was a conspiracy to 
kill Xros, those involved 
made arrangements to spirit 
their hued tailer oof of the 
V S to Cuba ria other Mexi­
co or Canada

FBI Probe Near Sensational 
Turn: | Agents Now Eye 
King's Ped Friends'

rd mi iter mjrilerfaB Kirin 
shorting nnd by .rr„B| 
"ilpt” *m| totter* «rwl Io
the F«L

One of the mcMl mleresUAg 
of these “hpj'1 came from an 
•wt TV viewer and concern# 
the now famous “M^toin 
Top"’ appcch Kj»g tn nd? on 
April 3, the night Wore hh 
shyaog, tawing a promwb 
lien of tin irnpefldlng death

•u Ilic speech wax truly 
made in Mem^is on April 3 
as reported." the inter point­
ed out, "then bow can one ac­
count for King stating his tee 
as » ' Instead of »i and why 
dons be speak of demonstrat- 
mg in Alabama twice during 
the speech*"
I NAN 8 W E R ED QUES­

TIONS After checking mm 
the tune and location of King's 
final speech, several of the 
crack FBI agues assigned to 
the cue decided to begin seek­
ing anawefata a number of 
then own Tj&stfnt inctad- 
n« ’

_i=A C0UHIXR-TR1 IUNE 
Asheboro, N.C.

ten by someone other than 
nag. whs was Um uuLhiir 
and w hen was It written?”

The answers to these ques­
tion are considered highly 
important to the investigation 
since, if a Mt her person w as 
iisneerned In the preparation 
of that speech, the writer 
might be abb to ehod new 
ligat mJ— especially 
those miitake

.Also, A King Into received 
blip with the speech, the pas- 
•age* dealing with Ute civil 
rights leader's premoni'uo of 
death would probably have 
been fully dacuaaod. King'* 
request to the Detroit police 
department for protection 

when ha visited taut city * 
few weeks before hl* death In­
dicated be feared for his life 
then.

Information gather.ri by the 
FBI on King, prior to his as- 
eassiantian, shewed that a sec- 
TH member el the Commun­
is* Party 's executive commit, 
to* was mo of King's cfaowt 
advisers and speech writers.

Tbit chart writer for King 
prepared many of his most 
famous speeches, according to 
teriimoni given hv Fill Dj. 
rettcr J. Edgar Hoover dur­
Ing a dissed door meeting of 
a House Appropriations sub- 
cvnunittre

Kiser Ray caring bls trips 
prior to King's anamination 
Halted Illa tame city in which 
thia (test writer live*, th* FBI 
It rww Lnvraligating to deter-

ED-3 A (R»*.

(Mount Clipping in Space Betow)_

2.1143)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

(hdleat# mi*< wm« of



»ttsa&

Rlgn

^ M*m wm -mastum

' Ciro 
called

' ':• Fischetti

for mare intensive elfart ta 
MV* King* auasainattaii,

Acceding to person who
UINmM the twating, nothing

Hon a that FBI Director J 
Edgar Homer, one o( the civil 
ngiits leader's fevered critici 
when ho mm alive, u dots# 
everything tn fan power io 
Mv» the nee.

On the ether band. King's 
rioted sign in the Souih- 
rrn Christian Leaders h i a 
Conformed are showing III. 
Ue or WO iateresi in whether 
Um killer la found.

Mm- Rev. Ralph Abersu- 
Iby. King s Mcceuor as pres- 
xient of the SCLC. preienlr1 
■ aeries el demands to Af« 
ney General Ramsey Clark Isr

or Iha FBI investigation, al­
though a number of the poor 
M ■Resautwliita qty” hat! 
urged Abernathy to press lay 
a more vigorous prebo /

Congresstasai supporters J 
Hoover say Ihara are a njii- 
her or compelling reassa ter 
Abernathy's ufance Most, tm- 
pcrunt ol Hunt it King's 
instruction Io key i des of hit 
htolhera Christian bander«h:p 
Conference not Song before 
Im death that no verbal at­
tacks were to Im made a- 
Mind Horn «tr or the FBI 
for tear ol counter action by 
the FBI director.

The last time King blasted 
Hoover and ths FBI publicly, 
thane lawmakers pointed oj: 
the FBI director called the 
Ne#ro leader the "most no- 
icriotu liar'1 that he bad ever 
known a statement Hoover 

•has never retracted.

Al Um Una, the Ktitg-Uoo- 
ser richance resulted Is a 
White House arranged 
meeting at wide* the vet­
eran FBI director did most 
of the talldag.

According to an unpublish­
ed account given to House 
Appropriations MscoitiinHttc 
members. Hoover frankly told 
King that if King ever re- 
peatod bin unfounded charges 
§' st the FBI. everything 

nr about King would be 
public T

n that Mius wwrr.inj 
refrained from ever nJ 

prating his attack against cP 
ther Hoover or Use I Bl. Res 
Abernathy, who accompanied 
Kmg to Washington lor that 
mooting with Ron.er, adopted 
Iha same priky
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iwotte

TREASURY DEPARTMENT
EXITED STATES SECRET SERVICE

June 5, 1966

Deer Mr. Murphy:

Special Agent Williams was advised that a Mrs Fitch, not further
identified, of -'-bunt Holly, M. C, telephone 827-56??, alleged that

inf enaction to
ne and then have it repeated to you

Sincerely

Ktrf> Fnedoni in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bondi

hne edvised that 
opinion that she

she had information concerning the individual believed to have been 
responsible for the murder of Dr. Martin hither King.

nay be eccentric} however, indices of thin office do not reflect she 
has ever officially come to the attention of this Service.

John H. Brines, Jr. ' ’ 
Special ’gent in Charge ^

Should additional information come to our attention, you will be 
advised.

Mr. Robert M. Jtarphy
Special Agent in Charge
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Jefferson Standard Building
Charlotus, North Carolina

P. C. Box 11*211
Charlotte, fl. ;. 28201

Special Agent Clauds E. Devin, Jr., of this office, 
he is acquainted with Mrs. Fitch end that it le his

This letter will confirm telephone conversation with Special Agent 
Crawford Willlama of your office on June 3, 1966. At that time

Fil. No. i.c^Ol.O

Mrs. Fitch was informed that I would have a representative of your 
Bureau contact her rather than h^va her furnish the

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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