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JN 157-9586

Enclosed for each office, except for Memphis and 
Birmingham, is one copy of referenced Bureau airtel, dated 
4/7/69.

As directed by Bureau, a review of all motel records 
for the period March 29, to April 3, 1968, of motels in Corinth, 
Miss., made and the names of those individuals registered at the 
motels during this period have been obtained, and their names 
are revealed on appropriate FD-302s. One copy each of the 
FD-302s, where appropriate, are being submitted to the 
appropiate offices, as set out below:

FD-3Q2 Division

Mrs. LOUISE BREWER, Mgr.
Round-Town Motel Birmingham

Chicago 
Dallas 
Detroit 
Indianapolis 
Jacksonville 
Kansas City 
Little Rock 
Lou isville 
Memphis 
Miami 
Milwaukee 
New York 
Omaha 
St. Louis 
SpringfieId 
Tampa
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JN 157-9586

FD-302 Division

Mr. DON M. STRICKLAND, 
Holiday Inn Motel

Mgr. ,
Atlanta /
Birmingham / 
Charlotte * 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Columbia 
Dallas 
Denver 
Detroit 
Houston 
Indianapolis 
Jacksonville 
Kansas City 
Knoxville 
Little Rock 
Louisville 
Memphis

Miami 
Minneapolis 
Mobile 
Newark 
New Haven 
New Orleans 
New York 
Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Philadelphia 
Richmond 
Salt Lake City 
Savannah 
Seattle 
Springfield 
Tampa

WALTER COUTURE, Mgr. 
Cannoneer Motel Albany 

Atlanta 
Birmingham 
Cineinnati 
Denver 
Detroit 
Indiana polls 
Kansas City 
Knoxville 
Memphis 
Miami 
Milwaukee

Minneapolis 
Mobile
New Orleans 
New York 
Oklahoma City 
Omaha
PhiladeIphia 
Sacramento 
St. Louis 
Savannah 
Springfield 
Tampa
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JN 157-9586

FD-302 Division

Mrs. FREDDIE GLOVER, Owner, 
Merry Acres Motel Birmingham 

Little Rock 
Men phis

Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 
Springfield

Mrs. BERRY (SHIRLEY) SMITH, 
Owner and Manager, 
El-Ray Motel

*

Birmingham 
Chicago 
Cleveland 
Columbia 
Dallas 
Detroit

Indianapolis
Memphis
Miami
New Orleans
St. Louis
Spr ingfield

Mr. PAUL HAYES, Mgr., 
Dixie Court Memphis

Milwaukee

J. H. WICKER, Mgr., 
No-El Motel Albuquerque 

Atlanta 
Birmingham 
Buffalo 
Detroit 
Indianapolis 
Knoxville

Little Rock 
Memphis 
New Orleans 
Oklahoma City 
Savannah 
SpringfieId 
Tampa

Mrs. C. N. PRUE ITE, Owner, 
Teetotum Motel Memphis

Mrs. BERRY (SHIRLEY) SMITH, 
Nite-Fall Motel

5

Atlanta 
Indianapolis 
Little Rock 
Memphis 
Minneapolis

Omaha 
Richmond 
St. Louis 
Springfie Id

r
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JN 157-9586

A Xerox copy of each motel registration has been 
made by the Jackson Division, and copies of these registrations 
are being maintained in the bulky exhibit file of Jackson 
File 157-9586.

It is noted on the registrations that there is 
registration from Saskatchewan, Canada, at the Round-Town 
Motel, and a registration from Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, 
at the Holiday Inn, during the pertinent period. It is 
being left to the discretion of Memphis, the Office of 
Origin, as to whether appropriate LHM should be submitted 
to the Bureau to have these individuals identified in Canada.

The names of those individuals appearing on the motel 
registrations who reside within the Jackson Division are being 
identified through indicts check in the Jackson Office and 
appropriate credit and criminal being conducted within the 
cities in which they indicate they reside.

LEADS:

ALL RECEIVING OFFICES

All offices receiving copies of this communication 
will review the FD-302s which they have received for names of 
those individuals who reside within their respective divisions 
and will review the names through the appropf late office indices 
and will identify the individual through appropriate credit and 
criminal check, and if deemed advisable, will interview the 
individual if there is a possibility of any association with 
JAMES EARL RAY.
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Transmit ths following in
(f}gi In plot* <•*» •• rodtl

/Priority or Method of Mailing)

Sani

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SUBJECT; MURKIN

FROM: SAC, MFMPHISXC 44-19877 <F

By airtel dated 4 769. the Bureau advised that in 
a third 'Look" sugarine article, *1LLIAM BRADFORD HUIE stated 
that JAMES EARL RAY had »p«r.t th' light of 4/2/68 in a motel 
near Corinth. Miss. The Bureau i: - tructed Jackson to review 
motel records in and around Corinth >v determine the identities 
of individuals registered th^tr during rhe period 3/29/68 to 
4/3/68, By airtel dated 4 18 6* the Jackson Office advised 
the Bureau that motel records at Corinth, Miss., had been 
reviewed under the subject ■ true nine and aliases and had been 
reviewed for subject'* Alabama license number. Nothing 
identifiable with the subject was located,

Date: 5/14/69

Mm AIRTEL

Approved: ______ -
Spacial Afvnt in Charge

W

2 - Bureau 2 - Miami
2 - Albany 2 - Milwaukee
2 - Albuquerque 2 - Minneapolis
2 - Atlanta 2 - Mobile
2 - Birmingham 2 - Newark
2 - Buffalo 2 - New Haven
2 - Charlotte 2 - New Orleans
2 - Chicago 2 - New York
2 - Cincinnati 2 - Oklahoma City
2 - Cleveland 2 - Omaha
2 - Columbia 2 - Philadelphia
2 - Dallas 2 - R ichmoad
2 - Denver 2 - Sacramento
2 - Detroit 2 - St. Louia
2 - Houston 2 - Silt Lake City
2 - Indianapolis 2 - San Antonio
2 - Jackson 2 - san Diego
2 - Jacksonville 2 - Savannah
2 - Kansas City 2 - Seattle
2 - Knoxville 2 - Springfield
2 - Little Rock 2 - Tamp*
2 - Loa Angeles 2 - Memphis
2 - Louisville JCH:J*p
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PAGE T*0 (44-2336) 

HIMSELF ONLY AS RALPH. HE THEN OPENED THE BRIEFCASE AND 

DISPLAYED WHAT HE SAID WAS $23,000 AND SAID, "IF YOU DECIDE TO 

TAKE THE JOB, THERE IS $50,300 MORE WHEN IT'S COMPLETED." CLAUDE 

POWELL TOLD RALPH THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK 

IT OVER, AT WHICH TIME RALPH STATED, "IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE 

UP NOW I CAN’T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU." NOTHING ELSE WAS SAID. 

RALPH CLOSED THE BRIEFCASE AND LEFTY POWELL ADVISED THAT RALPH 

NEVER ACTUALLY STATED THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO HIM WAS 

TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING. LEON POWELL ADVISED KIS BROTHER 

IS NOW LIVING AT THE SCOTTISH INN IN MIDLAND, TEXAS. POWELL 

DENIED THAT HE OR HIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. AFTER SEEING THE ASSASSINATION 

DOUMENTARY ON TELEVISION, HE DECIDED TO COME FORWARD AND FURNISH 

THIS INFORMATION. POWELL STATED THE REASON HE BELIEVES HE AND 

HIS BROTHER WERE CONTACTED IS BECAUSE HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE 

SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND AT THAT TIME IK 1967, 

HIS BROTHER HAD A REPUTATION FOR BEING AN EXPERT WITH A SHOTGUNF 

POWELL SATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT TIME , CONSTANTLY CARRIED A 

SAWED-OFF SHOTGUN. LEON POWELLY ALLEGED THAT PETE DAVIS, OWNER 

OF THE BAR, NOTICED RALPH (LNU) COME INTO THE BAR AND WOULD BE 

END PAGE TWO.
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- PAGE FIVE (44-2336)

COUNTY PD ARREST NUMBER IS 4822. DESCRIPTION OF CLAUDE POWELL, 

JR. IS WHITE MALE, DOTE OF BIRTH MARCH 26, 1926, SIX FEET TWO 

UCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY-ONE POUNDS, FBI NUMBER 2 12 946 A.

RECORDS OF THE ATLANTA PD REVEALED LEON POWELL ARRESTED 

AUGUST 26, 1955 BY PROVOST MARSHAL, FORT BENNING, GEORGIA, 

CHARGED WITH ARTICLE 86. NO DISPOSITION AVAILABLE. ARRESTED 

JUNE 28, 1962 FOR WIFE BEATING AND ABANDONMENT, CHARGE WITHDRAWN 

JULY 6, 1962. LEON OWEN POWELL DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, DATE OF 

BIRTH APRIL 27, 1945, FBI NUMBER 220 012 E.

BRENDA POWELL, DAUGHTER-IN-LAW OF LEON POWELL, ADVISED LEON 

POWELL WORKING AT UNKNOWN LOCATION IN ROCKDALE COUNTY AND WOULD 

NOT RETURN TO ATLANTA UNTIL LATE PM OF JANUARY 7, 1976.

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION (CYD), US DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 

REQUESTES THE FOLLOWING IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION TO RESOLVE ALLE­

GATION MADE BY LEON OWEN POWELL:

EL PASO AT MIDLAND. WILL INTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL AT 

SCOTTISH INN FOR ANY INFORMATION HE HAS RE LEON OWEN POWELL’S 

s ALLEGATION. OBTAIN ARTIST’S CONCEPTION OF RALPH (LNU) FROM 

END PAGE FIVE. '
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PAGE SIX (44-2356)

CLAUDE POWELL. HANDLYE THROUGH FACIAL IDENTIFIAT1ON CATALOG 

AS SET FORTH IN FBI HANDBOOK, PARK I, PAGE 21. IMMEDIATELY 

FACSIMILE RESULTS DIRECTLY TO EXHIBITS SECTION, FBIHfi, AND TELE 

PHONICALLY DISCUSS ANY PROBLEMS RE ARTIST'S CONCEPTION DIRECTLY 

WITH EXHIBITS SECTION , 

CHARLOTTE AT CHARLOTTE. DETERMINE ALL PLACES WHERE

CLAUDE POWELL REPORTEDLY INCARCERATED IO DETERMINE IF EVER 

1NCARCERAED WITH JAMES EARL RAY.

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. OBTAIN ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF RALPH 

(LkU) FROM LEON OWEN POWELLS CONTINUE EFFORTS TO LOCATE RAY 

GODFREY AH) ANNIE LOIS COMPOS.

ALL OFFICES HANDLE ANY ADDITIONAL OBVIOUS AND LOGICAL 

LEADS DEVELOPED DURING INTERVIEW. IF ANY QUESTION ARISES RE 

COVERING ANY ADDITIONAL LEAD, PROMPTLY CONTACT FBIHQ.

IMMEDIATELY CONDUCT THIS 1KVEST1GTICN AND SUTEL SUMMARY 

ON DAILY BASIS UNTIL INVESTIGATION IS COMPLETED. HANDLE ANY 

LEADS OUT OF YOUR DIVISION BY TELETYPE. HANDLE PURSUANT TO 

SECTION 27, VOLUME II, MANUAL OF INSTRUCTIONS. ALSO FURNISH 

ALL INFORMATION TO MEMPHIS OFFICE OF ORIGIN AND ATLANTA.

COPY MAILED MEMPHIS.

END.

MKXKKXKXX

JDC C£ FBI ACK FOR 1 AND HOLD
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PAGE TWO CE A4-WE5 V

NO RECORD LOCATED RE BROTHER LEON OWEN POWELL. 

ABOVE BEING SET FORTH FOR EL PASO FOR INFORMATION AS 

EL PASO HAS LEAD TO INTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL, JR.

CHARLOTTE, AT BELMONT, (. C., WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW 

WENDELL POWELL TO DETERMINE WENDELL POWELL'S RELATIONSHIP WITH 

CLAUDE AND LEON POWELL AND IF HE IS ACQUAINTED WITH ALLEGED 

MURDER PLOT. 

END. 

HXG 

FBI EL PASO 

CLR
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PAGE T«C CE 44-1365 

CAPACITY TO ASSASSINATE XING. CLAUDE GOT NICNAME "SHOTGUN­

SEVERAL YEARS AGO WHEN A SHOTGUN WAS TAKEN FROM HIM BY A 

POLICEMAN AFTER CLAUDE WAS STOPPED FOR DRIVING WHILE 

INTOXICATED. WENDELL SAID NEITHER Kt NOR MEMBERS OF HIS 

FAMILY LIKED KING. WENDELL SAID XING STIRRED* UP TROUBLE 

WHEREVER HE WENT AND HE AM) MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY DID NOT 

BELIEVE IN TROUBLE. WENDELL BELIEVED KING BECAME A MARTYR TO 

HIS PEOPLE BY BEING ASSASSINATED WHICH MIGHT NOT HAVE 

OCCURRED HAD HE LIVED. WENDELL STATED IN ADDITION TO BEING 

INCARCERATED BY THE N. C. PRISON AUTHORITIES, HE HAD 

SERVED TIME AS A JUVENILE AT BOYS TOWN CF GEORGIA LOCATED 

BETWEEN ATHENS AND MACON, GA. WENDELL SAID NEITHER HE NOR 

MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT JANES EARL RAY 

OTHER THAN WHAT THEY HAVE READ IN NEWSPAPERS, TO HIS KNOWLEDGE 

NO MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY ARE KNOWN TO BE PRESENT OR FORMER 

MEMBERS OF THE KU KLUX KLAK OR OTHER EXTREMIST ORGANIZATIONS.

WENDELL POWELL SAID HE HAS THREE BROTHERS, CLAUDE JR., 

LEON, AND EDWARD, WHO RESIDED IN ATLANTA, GA., HE BELIEVED, 

PLACE NOT K'.OWN, AND ONE SISTER, FLOYCE BRYSON (WIFE OF JOHN
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2JAUZHJ

xr- rial \frni in Charge

Ft>W iHev. 2-H.T4I

F B I

1/9/76

Triatannl ihu r»lln*m* m
tTyt* '" plainlcit or coder

NITELTELETYPEVia
fPrrccdrncd’f

DIRECTOR (44-38861)TO:

ATLANTA (44-2386)

EL PASO

MEMPHIS

CHARLOTTE (U4-1365HP)FROM:

MURKIN

RE

CORRESPONDENCE WITH HIS BROTHER CLAUDE

LAST SAWPOOR WITH ONLY AN OCCASIONAL TELEPHONE

POWELL, WAS

HAD MOT HEARD

OF ANYONE CONTACTING HIS BROTHERS CLAUDE AND LEON AND OFFERING

CLAUDE WOULD HAVE TOLDHAD SEEN $25,000 IN ONE LUMP SV'CLAUDE

DRINK A LOT AND TALKOTHERS

A DOCTOR TOLD HIM TOWHEN IN A DRUNKEN CONDITION UNTILGLIBLY

AN ACCIDENTRESTRICT HIS INTAKE OF ALCOHOL FOLLOWING

POWELL SAID HE DID MOT RELIEVE CLAUDE AND LEON HAD THE

AT HIS HOME, 218 EWING DRIVE, BELMONT

ABOUT IT. HE SAID CLAUDE USED TO

N. C.. ADVISED HIS

POWELL, JR.. IS VERY

VERY ILL IN TOCCOA, GEORGIA. WENDELL RELATED HF

WENDELL SUTTON POWELL, FOREMAN, PHARR YARNS, INTERVIEWED

CLAUDE THREE YEARS AGO WHEN THEIR MOTHER, HEPSIE

THEM MONEY TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, AND ADVISED IF

i/i/-/3^^- ^t)a
QaRCHED INDEXED ’^n U

'WHEM

CHARLOTTE TELETYPE DATED JANUARY 8, 1976.

CALL. HF

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI [

Date: I

Trmaoui the following in _ . ।
tT*,^ i n plaintext or code I

VU_____________________________ . _____________________ __________________________________________ I
(Precedence/ I

PAGE TWO ' CE 4U-i365

CAPACITY TO ASSASSINATE KING. CLAUDE GOT NICKNAME "SHOTGUN"

SEVERAL YEARS AGO WHEN A SHOTGUN WAS TAKEN FROM HIM BY A

POLICEMAN AFTER CLAUDE WAS STOPPED FOR DRIVING WHILE

INTOXICATED. WENDELL SAID NEITHER HE NOR MEMBERS OF HIS 

FAMILY LIKED KING. WENDELL SAID KING STIRRED UP TROUBLE 

WHEREVER HE WENT AND HE AND MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY DID NOT I

BELIEVE IN TROUBLE. WENDELL BELIEVED KING BECAME A MARTYR TO I

HIS PEOPLE BY BEING ASSASSINATED WHICH MIGHT MOT HAVE 1

OCCURRED HAD HE LIVED. WENDELL STATED TN ADDITION TO BEING

INCARCERATED BY THE N. C. PRISON AUTHORITIES. HE HAD j

SERVED TIME AS A .JUVENILE AT BOYS TOWN OF GEORGIA LOCATED I

BETWEEN ATHENS AND MACON, GA. WENDELL SAID NEITHER HE NOR j

MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT JAMES EARL PAY

OTHER THAN WHAT THEY HAVE PEAD IN NEWSPAPERS. TO HIS KNOWLEDGE. I

NO MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY ARE KNOWN TO BE PRESENT OR FORMER I

MEMBERS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN OR OTHER EXTREMIST ORGANIZATIONS.

WENDELL POWELL SAID HE HAS THREE BROTHERS, CLAUDE JR..

LEON. AND EDWARD, WHO RESIDED IN ATLANTA, GA., HE BELIEVED, I

PLACE NOT KNOWN, AND ONE SISTER, FLOYCE BRYSON (WIFE OF JOHN

Apwmn*________ __________________ __ ___________ gen,_________________________ H ^____________________
Special iti>nt in Charge
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Dnirt 1/28/77

TELETYPE PRIORITY
(Prvce&ncel

^N JUAN PRIORITY H&02 H*

(LEAR

MURKIN

NORTH BROAD STREET WHO ALSO OPERATES MOORE

REPORTED RECEIPT OF

TELEPHONE HUMBER

SENT VIA SEARCHED

Approved: Sent
Agent cn Charts

M CHARLOTTE (MR-1365) (P)

CODIRECTOR (44-38861) PRIORITY 1*1^^- 

Cf(EMPHIS (44-1987) PRIORITY .QO'^Z-

</T/?'I PRIORITY H34 X

CSMipbh 
(1)

IDENTIFIED SELF AS RETIRED U. S. HASTE0 SERGEANT AND STATED

FOR INFOPMATTON OF BUREAU AND PECFIVTNG OFFICES, ON

JANUARY 28, 1977, DR. EUGEN* V. GRACE, EY* SURGEON, 911

PUBLISHING COMPANY, 907 NORTH BROAD ST

TELEPHONE CONTACT JANUARY 27, 1977, FROM

780-4533, OFFERING BOOKS BY MOOR* FOP PUBLICATION. MOORE

M Per

RE CHARLOTTE TELEPHONE CALL TO BUREAU, JANUARY 2P, 1977.

OTIS MOORE, LOMAS

CLEAR________________________
Ctypo in plaintext or code)

VERDES NUMBER 40, SAN JUAN, PUERTO PICO

DURHAM, N. C

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Dot#: I
I 

Transmit the following in_____________________ —_____._____________________________________________ —«
(Tyj* in plainly xt or code)

 7BS7E523---------------------------------------- 1 

PA^E 'TWO CE Vu-I365---------- ~ "CLEAR *

IN BOOK (IE IDENTIFIED ASSASSIN OF MASTIN LUTHER KING AND IMPLIED 

THIS ASSASSIN HAD FIRST SOUGHT TO HTRF MOOPF FOP THE ASSASSINA­

TION. MOORE CLAIMED TO EAVE REPORTED INFORMATION TO FBI AMD THAT 

KELLEY HAD ASSIGNED MOORE A FILE WJMPER. MOORE INDICATES HT WAS 

IN CONTACT WITH OTHER PROSPECTIVE PUBLIFW^PS AND AL^O CLAIMS 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH U. S. SENATORS FRANK CHURCH AND FDWA”D 

KENNEDY. HE FEELS LIEF IS TN DANCER.

GRACE STATES HE HAS SCHEDULED PROSPECTIVE RECONTACT WITH 

MOORE CONCERNING PUBLICATION ABOUT SUNDAY, JANUARY 30, 1977. 

GRACE PLANS TO DEPART DURHAM, N. C., NO™’, JANUARY 28, 1977, 

TO DRIVE TO DIPLOMAT MOTET., HOLLYWOOD BEACH, FLA., JAWARV 29, 

1977, TO ATTEND MEDICAL MEETING. GRACE OFFERED TO FLY TO SAN 

JUAN SUNDAY, JANUARY 30, 1977, AND TAKE FBI UNDERCOVER AGENT AP 

ASSISTANT PUBLISHER TO MEET WITH MOORE OR OTHERWISE COOPERATE 

IN ANY WAY. OFFER OF HAVING FBI ARENT PARTICIPATE TN At?Y 

INTERVIEW WITH MOORE DECLINED. GRACE ADVISED HE WOULD REPORT 

RESULTS OF ANY FUTURE CONTACTS WITH MOORE.

MIAMI AND SAN JUAN REINO ADVISED I" THF r,,r"T OF ANY 

FUTURE CONTACT.

Approved: _________________________________________ _ Sent______________________ M Per __ _________________
Sptefaf A nr nt in Chw 

apo im o « »c -w
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