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4. RAY, two girls and a child were driven from
Memphis by WILBURN in the blue Buick. They went to Kansas 
City and the trip took six and one half hours. The girls, 
the child, and WILBURN are all from Huntsville, Alabama.

5. In Kansas City, RAY stayed overnight at a
home, described as a small gray, shingled, one bedroom 
house about three miles from central Kansas City.

6. At dusk the next day, 4/5/68, RAY was flown
to Belle Glade, Florida in a private plane. The plane 
took off from a private field, also used as a training 
field for the military. RAY arrived early 4/6/68.

7. The plane in which RAY was flown is owned by
a HlLIAM PIERCE, a wealthy man who owns or operates an 
airport 1h/Belletla de, and once owned a contracting company 
in Cuba. It is not known if PIERCE flew the plane. PIERCE 
also owns a motel in Belle Glade and cottages in nearby 
Okeechobee, or maybe on nearby Lake Okeechobee. PIERCE 
is said to be a Klu Klux Klan member.

8. RAY is believed to have stayed in the motel 
or in a cottage. He may still be there or in Cuba,

9< On 4/11/68 RAY boarded a yacht., probably a 
charter boat in Key West^ Florida. The boat was owned 
by BEN THOMPSON. A BEN THOMPSON of Miami owns three
xisuing boa/cs.

10. PIERCE often flies his own private plane to
New Orleans and is supposed to know District Attorney 
JIM GARRISON.

11. PIERCE and WILBURN are said to be related.

12. HILBURN is possibly a Veteran:; of Foreign 
Wars club member in Huntsville, Alabama.
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13. The rifle was supposedly left in the furnace
of a Memphis rooming house, and is believed still there. 
This is believed to refer the rifle of the backup man.

14 RAY is now wearing bifocals.

The white Mustang belonging to RAY was not
in Memphis on the day of the KING slaying, and he did not 
escape in it. Presumably it never left Georgia in April.

16. On the day of the killing, 4/4/68, RAY made
a telephone call from Memphis to Belle Glade and it is 
believed to have been made from a bus station.

. 17. In the weeks before the killing, RAY stayed
somewhere in Belle Glade, Florida.

18 WILBURN is supposed to have been paid off
in Reno. The night before the killing when somebody hit a 
keno ticket for ^25,000 in Cai-Neva Lodge, which was rigged 
to pass the money. The rigging was done with the knowledge 
oilCHARLIE' CATEh6b80 Pebble Beach Drive. Reno, California, 
who runs^a shift at the Cal-Neval JAC'K pTRUGIS of ~St /To; 1 is 
who formerly worked in a bar on Second Street, Reno, Nevada, 
came into a lot of money and allegedly was a contact in this 
op e rat ion a1s o.

19. RAY stayed in the Clark Hotel, Room 700, on 
4/17-18/68.

20. JAMONT #HITE> who works for Western Union, 
Los Angeles, scTnt mo A ey 10 Lou i s i aha and bought two pistol 
The pistols really went to FRANK BRICKLBY of Chatanooga, 
Tennessee, who was formerly in prison with RAY. BRTCKLEY 
is allegedly in Los Angeles.

21. HAROLDS Cafe, 555 South Main Street, Los Angeles
is a "queer5: bar where RAY formerly worked and a guy named 
CONNIE, who works there, allegedly knows RAY.
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22. WILLIE SHEA, who once worked the Top Rail Bar,
Seventh and AlvaradoStreets, Los Angeles, vias allegedly 
formerly married to RAY. SHEA is from St. Louis and now 
lives in North Hollywood, California. SHEA’s mother lives 
in Compton, California, SHEA is married and novi lives .at 
812,South Westlake Avenue, Los Angeles^ with a man who 
owns^ oar. *SHEA is ~51 on5^ aWIrlT^B years of age. '

23. A telephone credit card supposedly used by
RAY was issued to Ridell Catering, U. S. Rubber Company. 
Detroit, either in the name of FNU RIDELL or ROBERT’BRICKELY 
RIDELL reportedly lives in Harper Woods, Michigan, Calls 
on credit card reportedly made from Memphis to Belle Glade.

24. SAMUEL LEWIS, the second man in the rooming 
house, was discharged in 1963 from the penitentiary at Milan,
Michigan, and previously served time in Chillicothe and 
Terre Haute. The Log Angeles Times reported the Warden at 
Milan had no record of LEWIS.

25. LEWIS took a bus from Knoxville to Los Angeles 
on 4/7/68, and travelled en route through Memphis and El Paso.

26. The house in Kansas City is described as follows
It is located off a main street starting from downtown Kansas 
City, Missouri, direction unknown, and from the main street 
a smaller street goes to the left, which street has a Western 
Union building located on it and goes off from the main street 
in the form, of a steep hill. Two or three miles up the hill 
on the left arc located nice looking apartments, brownish 
in color, where students from some school live, and just 
prior to this on the right is the location of a moving 
company, name unknown, and a grocery store is located in 
the vicinity of the moving company on the same side. About 
two blocks beyond the grocery store there is a narrow street 
with ramshackle bouses on one side and vacant lots on the 
other. Turning right on this street, the third house on the 
left would be the correct house involved, which is occupied 
by an individual who sells beei and booze after hours and
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;—..C.#t
PLAINTEXT j.,,.C-#2

>—C-#3 _
TELETYPE URGENT .-^X-#*— '"

k—C-#5 
x...C-#6 

' .—C-#7
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) *’"’s #2

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (P 2) ^*S#4

MURKIN. :«£—S-A3

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU JULY ONE LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED HE LEARNED THROUGH 

INQUIRY QUINCY, ILLINOIS, HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON IN QUINCY 

WITH ASSOCIATE JOE HEINTZ (PHONETIC). COVINGTON AND HEINTZ 

FREQUENTED CANNON'S BAR AND THE BARN IN QUINCY. INFORMANT 

ENDEAVORING TO DEVELOP MORE INFORMATION ON ACTIVITIES IN 

QUINCY AND ON HEINTZ.

DRIVER'S LICENSE RECORDS REFLECT DRIVER'S LICENSE #C ONE 

FIVE TWO - THREE FIVE SIX THREE - SEVEN TWO ZERO EIGHT ISSUED 

JUNE FIFTEEN NINETEEN SIXTYONE TO HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON 

TWO FOUR FIVE WEST NINETEENTH STREET, ALTON, ILLINOIS. THIS 

LICENSE EXPIRES JULY TWENTYTOO NINETEEN SIXTYFOUR AND DESCRIBES 

HIM AS FIVE FEET EIGHT, ONE HUNDRED SIXTY POUNDS, DATE OF 

BIRTH | | BROWN HAIR AND

1 - Springfield (44-561)
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7/15/68Date:

PLAINTEXTTransmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPEVia
(P riori

FROM:

MURKIN

CHICAGO DAILY NEWS” BLUE STREAK EDITION, JULY FIFTEEN

INSTANT CARRIES FRONT PAGE HEADLINE ”RAY ADMITS HE IS SNEYD.’ ”

ARTICLE RELATES PAPER OBTAINED COPY OF TWO PAGE HANDWRITTEN

LETTER FROM RAY TO A MARRIED SISTER WHO LIVES IN ST. LOUIS

WAS IN RESPONSE TO A LETTER SENT TO THE PRISON BY JOHN RAY

A BROTHER, ADDRESSED TO JAMES EARL RAY AT HEATHFIELD ROAD

CONVINCED LETTER IS GENUINE AND WAS SENT

BY RAY DESPITE THE SIGNATURE BASED ON HANDWRITING, LANGUAGE

WRITTEN ON BLUE-

RULED STATIONERY BEARING PRISON LETTERHEAD PUBLISHED PORTION

JUST WRITE YOU A

SEARCHED

FILED

Approved: Sent

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, CHICAGO (44-1114)

OF LETTER IS AS FOLLOWS; ’’DEAR JOHN, I WILL

PRISON. JOHN RAY IS

IDNDON’S HEATHFIELD ROAD PRISON WHERE RAY INCARCERATED. LETTER

OF THE LETTER AND PERSONAL COMMENTS. LETTER

1 - Memphis (44-1987)(AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775)(AM) 
JHWiCMS

SUBURB SIGNED ’’LORD R. G. SNEYD. ” UNDATED LETTER SENT FROM

pecU^k'Aqent in Charge
______ M Per
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TO: 01 HECTOR, FBI G4r3886)

FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (44*1114)

SUBJECT: BURKIM

' E E, He Chicago teletype to Direct ax elated 7/15/58, air 
Ball copies to Memphis and St. Louis re let sailed from A.G. 
MMl to sister, St. Louis, Missouri.

ados eel herewith for the Bureau and offices designated
are copies of the original letter as set out in referenced teletype 
Included in this enclosure is the part of the letter that was de­
leted by the Chicago '’Daily Nevs™ when publishing.

A copy of this letter was furnished by DOM HARLOT
(protect) Chicago "Daily News". He advised that the crossed 
out section of the letter reads as set out on the third page 
of enclosure. He also advised that JOO RAI claimed that he 
did not understand this part of the letter.

The Bureau nay desire to compare handwriting of en
closure with the known handwriting of the subject

3 * Bureau (Esc. 1)
2 * Memphis (Tnc. 1) (44-1987)
2 - St. Louis One. 1)(44-775) 

(Ip- Chicago

KGC/ejh 
(8) z
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