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JOHN PAUL VELANTI, 1632 South 18th Street, St. Louis,
Missouri, was interviewed at the St. Louis Office of the FBI
and furnished the following information:

He viewed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY as depicted
on Wanted Flyer #442-A dated April 19, 1968. He advised that
none of these photographs resembled RAY as he recalls him.

He- advised that the picture of RAY in the bow tie particularly
does not resemble him. He viewed a photograph of RAY taken

by the St. Louis Police Department October 10, 1959, and stated
this is a very good likeness of RAY as he recalls him.

He advised that as a result of his employment as
a radio announcer he has frequently broadcast news releases
regarding RAY but failed to recognize RAY as a fellow inmate
at the Missouri State Penitentiary until viewing his photo-
graph in a newspaper.

He described RAY as a quiet type who was seldom

noticed. RAY did not gamble, play sports, or do anything
to attract attention to himself while at the Missouri State
Penitentiary. He does not recall having ever spoken with
RAY or having been in the same dormitory as RAY. However,
he does recall RAY's face from having seen him at the peni-
tentiary. He advised that RAY's escape attempts attracted

. no attention to RAY inasmuch as there were frequent such at-
tempts by numerous inmates.

VELANTI.advised that he was in the Missouri State
Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, from February 13,
- 1960, to December 19, 1964, at which time he was transferred
- to the Moberly Minimum Security Prison at Moberly, Missouri.
In December, 1966, he was transferred to the honor camp at
Fordland, Mlssourl He was released on parole March 21, 1967.
He was sentenced to the Missouri State Penitentiary February
11, 1959, to serve a 20~ year sentence for armed robbery.

_ While in the Missouri State Penltentlary VELANTI
advised that at one time or another he lived in all of the
halls. However, he does not believe he was ever housed 1n
the same hall as RAY.
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