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had had a baby in 2 68, 1t had been necesswry 6T hlm to work
lonﬂ hours .and- to also be at home on a recular basis to take
,care of the RITE'S three other children, |

‘ He again stated ‘that memnbers of the Quincy Police
. Forge, could verify that RIFE had been in Quincy en a daily
. basis inasmuch as the pollce'checked the Virginia Hotel
evexry nlght

] RIFE advised that he would be available for inter-
viewys by the FBI at any time-and that in the evept that he’
was |not working or at his home 214 Lynn Street, Quincy,
Illinois, SAMUEL EDNA HARPER, a Clerk at the Vlrginia Hotel,
would know of his exact whereabouts, and RIFE could be
reached in a short period of time. S

- RIFE advised that he could not remembelr anyone .in
the|Quincy area who was close to the subject andl could not
think of anyone who might have any information cloncerning

RAY,

T RIFE advised that he did not feel thatf MELBA
MARJIE RYAN, the sister of the subject, has had any contact
with RAY and he certalnly is aware of the fact that MELBA

. MARIE RYAN has had serious mental problems and that any
infpormation that she 'would furnish could not be relied on.
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The follow1ng 1nvest1gat10n was condug
ON H DAVIS AND THO“AS M SCHOENHOFbR on 4 19

Trooper EARL MC FELTERS IllanlS Stat
1, Illinois, advised that he has since 3-18-9

ised that until recently, WALTER RIFE had 1liv
e of LONNIE RIFE; however, WALTER RIFE is now
the Vvirginia Hotel in Quincy, Illinois, opera
taurant in that Hotel., MC FEETERS advised th
believe either RIFE has made any long trips
ncy, Illinois, area or has been gone from Qui
any extended period of time during the past

On 4-19-68, Detectives DON CAPPS and H
ncy, Il1l., PD, advised that they are night de
t PD. Each advised that as a usual thing on|
tines they pass the Virginia Hotel, 534 North
ncy, Ill, They advised that they cannot -stat
any exact date that WALTER RIFE was at the Vi
ever, they have seen him there practically ey
rating the restaurant in the Virginia Hotel,
t RIFE certainly could not have been gone fox
iod- of
t RIFE was certainly”not gdne for several day
. RS

' On 4-19 68, MARYrJAN RIFE home .addres
eet, Quincy, 1111n01s was 1nterv1ewed at he;
1oyment the restaurant at the Virginia Hotei

ond Street, Quincy, Illln01s.- She advised t

Quincy, Illinois, for every day since Februa
ted that her husband certainly -was not gone

7-68 through 4-4-68. She advised that he was
h day at the restaurant in .the . Virginia Hotel
her -husband.  She viewed a - photooraph of JAME

ried to WALTER TERRY RIFE "~ and that her husb3

i, i

>

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

time from Quinecy without their knowing

ted by SA! S
-68

e Pollce,
8 seen
sis., -He -
ed at the
working
ting -the
at he does
from the
ncy, Ill.,
month.

AROLD LAMB,
tectives for
their night
Second St.,

e for certain
rginia Hotel;
ery night

| Each advised

any extended
of this and
s at any timet

s ‘214 Lind
place of
"534 North
at she is
nd has. been
y, 1968; : She
ny day from
working
operated
S EARL RAY,

_‘___‘_,\_4—- -




e Gmpmars R Sy Lyttt
RN f

'FBI| # 306 443 A, made on 3-17-60. - She advised that she had

. never seen this individual in her life and had never heard
her| husband speak concerning this individual, MARY JAN RIFE

" advised that she has been married to WALTER TERRY RIFE since
1960 and that during that period of time JAMES EARL RAY has
"never contacted him for any reason, She advised that MELBA
MARIE RYAN resides at.the Virginia Hotel and that shortly
before being -interviewed she had learned that MELBA MARIE '
_.RYAN was supposed to be the sister of the individual charged -

- with the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KING,  She. advised this
~was| the first time she had ever heard of JA“uS EARL RAY and
did not hnow that RAY was a brother to MELBA MARIE RYAN.

She also adv1sed that MELBA MARIL RYAN 'is a mental
case and has been in Jacksonville State Hospltal, Jacksonville,
1111n01s " on numerous occasions.,

On 4-19-68, SAMUEL EDWARD HARPER Desk Clerk, Virginia
Hotel, 534 North Second Street, advised that WALTER TERRY RIFE
) Operates the restaurant in the Hotel, HARPER -advised that
" WALTER TERRY RIFE had been working every day at- the restaurant .
since 2-68 when he took over the operaulon of the restaurant,
He advised that RIFE's wife had given birth to 4 child in
2-68 and that during the period of time that RIFE's wife was
in [the hospital, he had operated the restaurant |practically
without any help and had worked from 15 to 18 hours a day.
HA;PER advised that RIFE has not been gone from Quincy, Ill.,
; any one-day perlod sdince taklng over the operation of the
taurant

. '33; : S :
o A photovraph ofAdAMES EARL RAY was exhibited to- e
HARPER, HARPER advised that this individual was unknown to

hin and stated he had never seen RAY to his recollection
5dur1nc his life.

~ the Virginia Hotel; however, 'he had never heard| her-mention

.JAMES EARL RAY and did not know that this was the brother of
‘MELBA MARIE RYAN until that date., HARPER advised that JMELBA
'MARIE RYAN had resided at. ‘the Virginia Hotel since 12-67 and
he |is certain that RAY has not visited the Vlrglnia Hotel
durlncr that: perlod of tlme . - : '

HARDER advised tha't MELBA MARID’ RYAN iesides at
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)-68 and that she was willing to consent to a
1 the FBI, ]
interview was attempted to be conducted that

L as. to the whereabouts of her brother JAMES
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| On 4-19-68, attempts were made to interview MELBA
. RYAN; however, she was in a hysterical state and it
'impossible to conduct an interview on that date. She
ised that she would be available for an interyiew on

n interview

She did stated during a short perfiod of time

she had no
EARL RAY.
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a daily basis at the penltentlary at Leavenwo

- thought it was some type of armed ‘robbery.

“
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

On April 19, 1968, WALTER-TERRY RIFE,
Lind Street, QulnCy Itlinois, was interview
ce of bu81ness virginia Hotel, 534 North Sec
1Cy, I1linois. Before the 1nterv1ex RIFE wa
1is rights by SA ELYON H. DAVIS and a Waiver
n was read to RITFE, RIFE advised he would no
rer of Rights Form but that he was w1111ng to
thing with FBI Agents .

RIFE Iurnlshed the following 1nformat1
o RIFE advised that he last saw JAMES EA
5 443 A, in 1957 when WALTER TERRY RIFE was r
United States Prison at Leavenworth, Kansas,

advised that he had been arreste
Missouri, and b

RIFE
h JAMES EARL RAY at Hannibal,

t Office,  He advised that thése had. been tak
t Office at Kellerville, Illinois, in a burgl

tes cashing these postal money orders. He ad
y had traveled to New Orleans, Florida, Kansa
ifornia, cashing the stolen money orders befo
s ted at Hannlb%l Missouri.

Both were then sentenced to the Unlted

itentiary: at Leavenworth, Kansas

S e

RIFE advised that he had seen JAU“S EA

il RIFE was released from the penitentiary in-
er learned. that RAY was npt released from the
Leavenworth until 1958, He stated that he ha
tact with RAY since that date and had 1o know
ivities other than he had heard that RAY was

| Missouri-State Penltentlary in “the eaxrly 196
idea as to the charge concerning RAY at that

home .address
ed at his
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discuss
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Memphis area during the period of March 27, 1968
" Apr
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at-
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'cou]d verlfy that he had not left “the Qulncy, Il

EAR
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>r returns to the Quincy, Illinois,
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oy and he knew that during that time.that RAY
ses and stole money or goods he could sell,
led stick-ups with a gun and that RAY committ
which safes were involved. RIFE advised that
t to talk about any particular job that he mi
olved in with RAY.. He stated that RAY would
nks to obtain money and would obtain money an
Lief could obtain money., He-stated - -that RAY
a  loaner and did not seem to have any close

RIFE felt that in the event that JAMES
area, RAY
. ‘RIFE stated, however, that he has no know,
has returned to Quincy since 1955 and does n
has returned. to Quincy or he would have know
cerning -the return of RAY,

would immediately notify the FBI of any info
»ives concerning RAY's whereabouts. .

RIFE advised that he personally knew n
ning the shooting of Dr., MARTIN LUTHER KING i
nessece and that he most certainly himself was

i1 4, 1968. He advised that this could be ve
W all people connected with the Virginia, K Hote
members of the Poljice, Department of Quincy, I
stated that night pollcemen cruise by his res

that the night detectives and also patrolman

I, RAY had moved to California from the Quincy
to fifteen years before and that he  thought
d with a heart attack,
cd that EARL RAY was dead.

CV H, DAVIS.-

PR
.

A
t

RIFE advised that he would not hide JA

The Harborlng Statute was explalned to

broke into
RAY also

ed burglaries
he does not
ght have been
also roll

y way that
was a roamerxr
friends,

EARL RAY
will contact
ledge that
ot believe
n something

MES EARL RAY
rmation he

othing -con-
n Memphis,
not in the
through
rified

1 as .well
Llinois,
taurant

the Virginia Hotel practically every hour of each night

LARRY" COLLINS
linois, area,

 RIFE advised that he knew that JAMES EARL RAY's uncle

Illinois, area
the uncle had

He knew that somnewhere he ‘had under-

RIFE advised that he COuld furnish no information-j,.';
ernlng p0551ble contacts of JAMES EARL RAY.. '

IRIFE by SA
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when apparently RAY and his family moved to
1 some small town in Missouri. He stated thai
ections in Quincy and that during the period
ad known RAY, RAY had resided with his Unclej}-
cy and at the time he and RAY were -arrested

et in Quincy, Yllinois. He advised that the
been closed for many years and that he under
ator of the Victor Hotel is now deceased.

er or talk very much concerning his relative

" RIFE advised that when he and RAY were
Jannibal, Missouri, they were accompanied by

{IRK. He advised- that he is certain .that RAY|
CIRK until the date of their arrest in Hannib
FE) had picked up BUSKIRK in a tavern in Quin
to Hannibal on.a date, He advised that BUSK

RIFE stated that he remembered distinc
RAY did not know 'each other until he introdu
2 the three were arrested in Hannibal. He st
not.actually arrested but was released and t
lo with the passing of the Stolen postal mone
RIFE advised that he had“never visited
> in Quincy, Illinois, and hadiffio idea as' to

of RAY's people or the nunber of -relatives that

Quirs
acty

th11

ey, -He stated that he and RAY as a normal t
1ally run around tooether but would meet each
2rns at which time they would talk and de01de
1g together ) - .

. RIF¥E advised- that durlng the perlod of
known JAMES. EARL RAY, RAY 'had been "a .thief"
RAY would do anythln@ durlmT that perlod of

<'<
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RIFE advised that he first met JAMES,EARL RAY around

Quincy, Illinois,

t RAY had close
of time that
EARL RAY, in

in Hannibla,
ouri, RAY was living at the Victor Hotel on North Sixth

Victor Hotel

stands the

RIFE advised that he had never heard RAY mention his

s and RIFE

sed that he did not know that MELBA RYAN, who resides at

Virginia Hotel was RAY's sister until learnipg on that

- date that RAY was charged with the shootlng of MARTIN LUTHER
KING. , W '

~
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On April 23, 1968, MARY JAN RIFE, 214
ncy, Illinois, adv1ged she is certain her hus
RY RIFE, has no ‘knowledge of the present acti
reabouts -of JAMBS EARL RAY,

She ‘stated also that MELBA MARIE RYAN
, still resides at the Virginia Hotel and. eat
of her meals at RIFE's restaurant in the hot
ted that MELBA MARIE RYAN has told her on sev
asions during the last three or four days tha

-4 RAY.

"She advised that MELBA MARIE RYAN has
tional during the past few days and she felt
|due to numerous reporters attemptlng to 1nte
[F RYAN,

She advised thut MELBA MARIE RYAN is'a
no rellance can be placed on any stabement m
L

The following investigation was condug
ELYON H. DAVIS:
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band
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The follow1ng 1nvest1gﬂtlon ‘was conduc
ON H. DAVIS : .

On, April 23 19638, WALTER TERRY RIFE,
eet was xelnterv1ewed at his place of bu51ne
glnla ‘Hotel Restaurant Quincy, Illinois,

‘RIFE advised that once when he was fln
ex hlS arrest on a possession of stolen poste
ers with JAMES EARL RAY in 1955, he was booke
name of VERNON ELMO RIFE. - He stated that VE
£ has never been an associate of JAMES EARL R
21 been in jail with RAY and this 1s the reag
Missouri would show RAY was arrested w1th VER
F 1nstead of WALTER TERRY RIFE,

~}

]

{ . .~ RIFE advised that when.he and JAMES EA
sing the stolen money orders throughout the U
>r'-their arrest  in Hannibal; Mlssouri,‘thOy C
purchased these money orders from a wino nam
MC BRIDE. He advised that this information i
they did'not purchase the money- -orders -from
yC BRIDE, He advised that he has.never known
IC BRIDE and that he-and RAY obtalned .the mon
\dams County, Illinois. He said that the Pos
tellerville, Illinois, is located in Adams Co
that he dld not 1ntend to admit to any burgl
her RAY nor RIFE obtalned the money orders o
NS County.

€

€

4
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1
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RIFE adv1sed that durlng the period of

RAY were passing the, moﬁéy orders, they trav
ughout the United States to towns in Florida
siana, St. Louis;, Missouri,

q
3
nibal, ‘Missouri,
-t .
i

b

E

ng that -trip more than anywhere else and tha

Kansas City, Miss
Unlted States to Callfornla and back. to thée (
area, where they were arres ts
there was no partlcular place that RAY seeme

' town to town on.a Spur of the moment deal ar

ued‘by SA

|214 Lind

ss, the

gerprinted
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d under
RNON ELMO
AY and. has
on records -
NON ELMO

RL RAY were
nited States
laimed they -
ed WILLARD -
s not correct
any WILLARD

a WILLARD-

ey, orders.

t Office
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ary but that
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time that he -~
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souri, ‘across
Quinc‘, Illinois
2d, . He stated
>d fond of :

t they traveled
1d noe plan

?

cheme was 1nvolved in their travels
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He'advisea that during these fravels he ahd,RAY did
notjcontact anyone named COIN and did not contacit anyone to
his |knowledge, in New Orleans;'Louisiana; :

He advised that they did contact a COHEN in Kansas
-~ City, Missouri, and sole COHEN some of the money| orders. ,

- RIFE was not certain as to the description of COHEN but thought
that he would now be an old man, RIFE personally did not know
COHEN or anything concerning his whereabouts or ctivities,

- He stated that COHEN was a man that they contacted in a tavern
and |sold him some of the stolen money orders, . He stated that
they contact COHEN by just asking questions in + verns as to
who would by money orders. ‘ e )

A RIFE advised that .he knew that JAMES EARL RAY dis-
likeld Negroes immensely ; .however, he had no ideg as to the
reason why. He advised that he had never known dany incident
involving RAY and Negroes.
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e placed a collect telephone’call to the Virgi
1968,

The following investigation was conducted
ON H, DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois.

WALTER TERRY RIFE, operator, Virginia Res
ia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, Quincy, 11
contacted on April 30, 1968, May 3,
1968, and on each date advised th
furnish no additional information concerning
AY. He also advised on those dates that defd
EARL RAY has not contqcted MELBA MARIE RYAV b
ia Hotel.

SAMUEL EDWARD ‘HARPER, desk c3erk -Virgini
rth Second Street, Qulncy, Illinois, was recqg
1963, A0r11 30, 1
1968, and May 9, 1968, and on each date advi
1d furnish no additional information concerni
. On each date, he advised that MELE
RAY's sister, still. resides at the Virginia BH
at the restaurant of the Vlrglnla Hotel is op
TER TERRY RIFE,

1968, ART CONNG

1968 andfMay 9,
534 North Second Stre
was recontacted on.each date and
e had no 1nformatlon concerning the whereabou
tles of JAMES EARL RAY not previously furnlsh

\

- On May 3,
wns the Virginia Hotel,
‘Illinois,

.y

On May 9, 1908 ART CONNORS, Virginia Hof
, 1111n01s, advis ed thﬂt to. h19 knowledge, no
calls have been charﬁed to the . Vlrglnlﬁ Hote].
lade by MELBA MARIE RYAN. He advised that he.
fe placing a call or else accepting a telephd
i1, 1967 from his son Sergeant ARTHUR A, CONN
statloned in New Jersey and was coming home"
rents before being transferred to Vietnam, G
d that his son Sergeant, ARTHUR A. CONNORS, JR
tly at the CONNORS home, Rural Route 5, Quan

On May 9, 1968 Sergeant ARTHUR A. CONNOR
Route 5, Qulncy, 1111n01s, advised SA ELYON H

from Long Branch“’Nﬂw Jersey on Aprll 9,
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d that this was of = personal nature to hlS mother

7,

Sergeant CONNORS advised thnt the name JAMES
AY is completelv unfamiliar to him and that he could

anyone




B. JOSEPH ELMER "BLACKIE" AUSTIN
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The followznv 1nvest1gat10n was’ conducte
Penltentlary, on Aprll 26, 1968:

LM'ER A1

la by
nois

STITN

A record was 1ocated for JOSEPH
as FBI #821733 whose date of birth 1s

ho originally was received at the M Ira Bran
cember 21, 1225, and he remained at the penit
July 22, 1949, when he was released and was
e penitentiary on December 22, 1950, where he
ned until. April 8, 1954, when he was released
e and again returned to the penitentiary on F
where he remained until April 27, 1956, when
released on parole and then returned to the
ptember 17, 1957, where he remained until May
he was agaln released on parole until . Septemb
when he was returned until his ultimate disc
bruary 23, 1965,

Accordlng to penitentiary records AUSTI
5 dismissed from Menard went to St, Leonard'
ed at 2100 West Warren Avenue, Chicago, Illin
e received a final parole on discharge on Jul
‘through the Parole Office located at 160 Nor
zo, 1111n01s.

Accordlng to the records, AUSTIN at one
ransferred to the. -State penltentlary at Jolie

"~ According to the records A
the names JAMES FREELEY, SHARKEY- AUSTIN and B

AUSTIN was orlglnalhrrecelved on a 25-ye
nce for murder and a 10 to life sentence for
ry from Morgan County, - Illinois, According
ds, AUSTIN has: a nephew by the name of RALPH

0is, a niece, Mrs. JOE REESE 316 North H0051

pis; a bro~her, BERT, res1d1ng in Sprlngfleld

name is RALPH ‘TANNEHILL, 1432 - 4th Street, M

1, Indiana; a brother, CHARLES residing in. Waverly,
’ Illinois, -

ch,
entiary .
returned

on
ebruary 8,
he was

7, 1959
er 23,
harge

N when
House

ois,

y 11,
th_LaSalle,

time~,
ty

e was:
USTIN . -
LACKEY.

ar L
arnmed -

to the

whose
Ldison,
er,

s

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

penitentiary-



i el n WY Koy i
DR LI

'AUSTIN is described as:

Race White
Sex " Male
DOB ' '
Height = 5' 103"
Weight . 129 pounds
Eyes - Blue
" Complexion Dark
Hair Gray. 7
Occupation Farmer
: Has cut scar on
center of forehead

: : A review of- his correspondence file reflects
- «correspondence with ‘Mrs.-DOR OTHY SEYMOUR, at Franklin,

Illinois, a sister;

ROBERT REED, a case worker from St. Leénard"
House, 2100 Warren Avenue Chlcngo, I1linois;

Father DOUGLAS_WOLFE,
St, Leonards House,

Attorney J, EDWARD JONES
- 1432 West Harrison Street,
Chicago, Illinois'

A, A, Farrls Company, Inc.
122 West Lincoln, ‘Avenue
- Goshen, Indiana \
-~ St. Anthony's Inn :Inc,
;- 29 South LaSalle Street
' Chlcaao, Il1linois; ’

' Mr GIRARD LETTMAN

Warren Clinic B
2449 Vest Washlngton Boulevard
Chlcago,,1111n01s . ‘
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Mr. and Mrs., MYRICK
Caséyville Nursing Home
Caseyville, Illinois;.

A. B. ROBERTSON
2011 Road Street,
~ Madison,; Illinois .

_Waukegan Rescue Mission
Waukegan, Il]1n01s

Friend . WILLIE MAE MORGAN
Waverly, 1111n01S°

MYRTLE COOK
Acnmé Hotel S
. St, Louis, M1ssour1

' Cousin GERTRUDE WALLING‘”“’
904 Lind Street,
" Quincy, 1111n01s

‘ No.other 1niormat10n of value noted in
VHAUSTIN ’ N
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. On May 9, 1968 AUSTIN's brother, CHARLES, was .
located and" 1nterv1ewed at Waverly, Illinois and advised he -
was in receipt of a letter, dated May 7, 1968, from AUSTIN
with a return address of 2023 Warren Boulevard Chicago,
J1linois. CHARLES AUSTIN was not sure if his brother
was. employed or not,

CHARLES AUSTIN was interviewed re subject RAY and

i

shown | photographs of RAY but advised he was not acquainted
with the subject nor had he ever heard his brother| mention

the STbJeCt

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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. The following investigétibn was conductied by SA
ELYON B, DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois, on May 10, 1968:

, GERTRUDE WALLING, 1120 College Street, Quincy,
Illinois, advised that she formerly resided at 904 Lind
"Street, Quincy, Illinois. She advised that when she
lived on Lind Sireet she occasionally rented rooms in
her home and sometime around 1956 she rented a ropomn. to
JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN. She advised that she rememblered
AUSTIN'S date of birth to be 1898 inasmuch as her| year
of birth was the sanie and that was the only person
. she had ever liwed in a house with who was born the
same | year as her. She stated that AUSTIN when hel came
to Quincy, Illimois, came to Quincy through some-
contact with a Catholic priest in either Qulncy or
Chicago. ©She advised that AUSTIN had been in the
Illinois State Penitentiary and came to Quincy in| an
effo$t to obtain a job and that apparently this unknowm "

Catholic priest had obtained AUSTIN a job in Quincy. .
Howeyer, AUSTIN 1lived at her home less than one month

when he left and she heard shortly thereafter that he )
had been arrested and was returned to prison.. She stated
that | she could not remember the name of the town fin which

he was arrested and had- not seen AUSTIN since 1956, She
stated as far as she knew AUSTIN did not have any| relatives
-or associates in Quincy, IllanlS, and that AUSTIN was not -
. related to her. He simply leed in -her home for h period
0of less than one month and thab was as.a border.y - C-

- . ‘She advised that she did. not know JAMES| EARL RAY . -
and had never kmown AUSTIN to speak concernlng‘RAY under-
RAY'S true name or known allases g '

'She stdated that she is certain 'JOSEPH EL‘.-iER AUSTIN |
ot a Quincy resident and thdt he .knew nothlngvcohcérniﬁgﬁ'
¢y at the time he moved to Qulncy.»' L s

Photographs of JAHES EARL RAY were evhl ited '"i“"p
RUDE WALLING and she advised’ that she h‘ﬁ,:d«r}‘%er-—‘sé@ff‘co o
1nd1v1dua1 before. P N T f—~««_uww@wﬁ

,.<.
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A On May 10, 1968, ELIZABETH ROTH, Credilt Bureau
of Quincy, Inc., 528 North Fifth Street, advised that her
file contains very little information concerning JOSEPH
ELMER AUSTIN other thdn a newspaper clipping Whlch showed

-that JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN, age 59; had been arresited on
August 4, 1957, in RobELtson County, ‘Tennessee, with
JOIHN GEWIN SCROGGINS, age 38, and a DORRIS CALVIN MEACHAM
of Elkton, Kentucky. The three had been arrested for the
alleged kidnapping of a Guthrie, Kentucky, motel| clerk
and|had allegedly taken him across the state line into
Robertson County, Tennessee, where they robbed him of

. $139.00 and set him free. The trio was stopped for

- speeding near Ashland City, Tennessee, and the $[39,00
believed stolen from the Guthrie, Kentucky, motel clerk

was | found scattered along the hlghway near the s.ene'of'
‘arrest '

AUSTIN was then conmltted to the Cenurdl State
Hospital in Nashville, Tennessee, after Government
-attorneys said they belleved he might not be men.ally
capable of adv151ng with council. '

The artlcle showed that AUSTIN came to |Quincy,
Illinois, in April, 1950, and previous to that he had
been sent back to.prison three times for v1011t1?n of.
pardle and had spent-three months in a tubercu1051s
Sanitarium in Jacksonv1lle3 Illinois.

-

’!»
4 v
%
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C. MILTON DEAN "BUCKY" BATCHELDER
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‘ £ On April 25, 1968, investigation at Springfield,
" Illinois, revealed MILTON DEAN BATCHEIDER, 2lsn krhawn '
as Bucky, FBI #548 312 B, white male, dob
at Quincy, Illinois, was the individual to whom a|Hannibal,
Missouri, policeman sold a car from RAY and forwarded the
proceeds to, Checks at Menard State Prison, Menard,
Illinois revealed BATCHELDER was transferred to. Joliet
Brancy, Illinois State Penitentiary on September 7, 1866,
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PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR,
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: A review of the Springfield files regarding PAUL
ALVIN LAIL JR, reflected him as subJect of a 1963 | Unlawful
Flight to Av01d Conflnement case, in which he was descrlbed
as follows-

Name PAUL ARTHUR LAIL, JR,, Aka
- Paul Alyin Lail, Jr.,,
Paul lail, Jr. .
S Paul Arthur Carter
FBI # _ 754 483 A
Race . ‘ White
Sex ' - : Male _
Nationality American
DOB .
POB 3 ~ 'Marion, North Caroli]
Height 6' 5" »
Weight 170 pounds
Hair ' Red
Blue Eyes
Occupation Sign painter
. electrician
truck driver

. ' i ir man
Social Securlty #

Teeth No uppexr .
_ Scars » Scar on left knee
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SI 44-561

. - HAINES,
'-Acton Street

~ Missouri State Penitentiary,

on
at

parjole on_ 9-1-64

'1nterv1ewed HILLIARD ALLEN SANDE :RS,
food River, IllanlS.

SANDERS stated that he was 1ncarcerat
Jefferson City, Mi
1-20-52, upon conviction of an armed robbery
St. Joseph, Missouri, He said he was releas

- with or had knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY during

was
sai

incarcerated in the Missouri State Penitent

several trades and that the last two jobs he .ha

‘pen

section and that the last job he had was a hall

1963

Alq

to L904

" that he then.went to Carden, South Carolina, wh

employed by the. firm of E,
said that he then came to Wood ‘River,

has

Plant in Wood River,

‘in

. puc
- JAY
. 'vis
ney
ben

I, DUPONT. for 9 mont
"Illinois,|
been working on constructlon at the Shell O
He sq1d that he arrived i
7-67 and has'resi&ed in VWood Rlver since tha

.. SANDnRS concluded by statlnOr that whe
licity was released concerning the 1aent1flc
[£S EARL RAY, he viewed photographs appearing| o
ion and in the news media and determined tha
er known RAY" whlle both were at the ulssourn
lten ..-ary .- . . . .

SANDERS.said that updn'parblefhe went|
bama, where he lived and worked for approzim

37 East

od in the
ssouri,
charge
ed on

SANDBNS advised that he never became ?cqumlnted

the time he
iary. He

d that while he was in the penitentiary, he worked at

1 in the -

itentiary had to do with the sewing machine mechanical

tender from

to Gadsden,.

ere. he whs
hs. ~SANDERS -
where-he
il Company
n Wood River -
t time.

n national
ation of
on tele- '

i he had
State ’

o~
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F, "WILBUR CONNORS
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A ertataio s

bt e LA IS

845 South Fifth Street, Quincy, Illinois, was
by ASAC DONALD T. SULLIVAN and SA ELYON H. DAV
furnished the following information: :

wife, KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, had been arrest
WALTER RIFE and JAMES EARL RAY in Hannibal, Mi

On 4/20/68 WILBUR CONNORS, aka MANNY

On that date was thé first he had le

COMNORS,

interviewed

[S and

arned of his
ed 'with
ssouri, in |

1955. He advised. that he had never heard his wife mention

JAMES EARL RAY and is quite certain -that she d;
RAY or have much of any contact with him. He
1955 his wife was only sSeventeen years of age
di
.not believe she had been involved with RAY and
C]

AMES EARL RAY and does ‘hot have any 1nformat1

by SA ELYON. H. DAVIS and ASAC DOVAHD T. SULLIV

1d not have a criminal record and for this re

rime.

‘ WILBUR CONNORS -advised that his sist
RURA CONNORS, owns the Virginia Hotel,
kreet Quincy, Illinois. CONNORS advised tha
his hotel on almost a daily basis and can sta
ALTER RIFE was certainly working each day at
3d/the Vlrglnla Hotel from the perlod 3/27/68
4/68. A T

-3
.

COVNORS adv1sed that he personally d
AY's activities or whereabouts.

" On 4/20/68 LAURA CONWORS owner, Vix
34 North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois, was

‘urnlshed the following 1nformatloq

534 Nox

id not know
pointed out in

and that she

ason he did .
RIFE in any

er-in-law,

th Second

t he is in

te that -

the restaurant
through.

oes not know
on concerning :

ginia Hotel,
1nterv1¢wed
AN and
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' RIFE was working during the period 3/27/68 unt

>husband of LAURA CONNORS, owner of the Virgini
~ .5B84 North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois. AR
".advised that he can Verlfy that WALTER RIFE

. Sgen him at the Vlrglnla Hotel

ST 44-561

He advised that RIFE's wife, JAN RIFE, gave b
aby in late 2/68 and for this reason WALTER R
‘o approximately 7:00 each morning until 11:
perating the restaurant. She stated that cer

‘ ‘Around 2/6/68 she had leased the resLaurant in
e Virginia Hotel to WALTER TERRY RIFE. She advised

ince that date the restaurant has been operated by RIFE
d that RIFE has been working in the restaurant every day.
irth to a

[FE had worked
D0 at night
tainly WALTER
il 4/4/68.

She advised that she does not .know JAMES EARL RAY,

FBI No. 306443A, and after viewing five differ

ent photographs

RAY advised that this is not an individual who she has

ever known. She stated that MELBA MARIE RYAN
the Virginia Hotel and that- she had. learned on}
ight that MELBA MARIE RYAN was a sister to JA

e stated, however, in her conversations with
R AN, MELBA MARIE- RYAN had denied any knowledg:
wi ereabouts of RAY and she does: not believe th
contacted the 51ster smnce hlS escapﬂ fron the
Penltentlary.

. On 4/20/68 ARTHUR CONNORS advised th

at the restaurant in the Virginia Hotel durlng
of 3/27/68 through 4/4/68

] ARTHUR CONNORS also v1ewed photogr
AMES EARL RAY, FBI #306443A. CONNORS advised
ndividual was completely unknown to him and h

""8
"%.A T
N
»

does live at
the previous
MES EARL RAY.
MELBA MARIE .
> of the

at RAY has
Missouri State

at he is the
a Hotel,
THUR CONNORS
as working.
the period -

aphs Of
that -this
e has never
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G, KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK CONNORS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




- ritin S nive il gy i
ORI e

RAY, FBI #306443A, until one night durlng 1595

. She advised that. she nao never met

RIFB an acquaintance of her, approachea her i

7sas introduced to ‘JAMES EARL RAY and after az

that date and has never seen him since. She

1 On 4/20/68 KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK
married to WILBUR CONNORS and residing 825 South Fifth
IStreet, Qulncy, Illinois, was 1nterv1ewed by | ‘
DONALD T. SULLIVAH and SA DAVIS.

presently
ASAC
JAMES-EARL

5 when WALTER
n a tavern

‘in Quincy, Illinois, and asked her if she wanted to go with
'FIFL to Hannibal, Jlsoourl.' While in the aut

onoblle, she
rrival in '

Hannibal, !issouri, WARTER RIFE -and JAMES EARL RAY .were
,arrested'concerning some postal money orders
.stolen. She advised that she had never seen

that had been

RAY before
stated that she

Hannlbal, Mlssourl.'

She adv1oed that she is- acqualnted

\ .
by

She advlsed that she would furnlsn

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

had no information concerning the whereabouts of.RAY or
jany information concerning the bac“ground of

RAY.

’

. ‘She advised that hér husband-did nct Know ‘RAY-and
had never heard of her being arrested with RAY and RIFE in

wit‘h MELBA MARIE
'RYAJ since MELBA® MARIE RYAN resides at the- Vlrginia Hotel
but that she dld not know that\thls was a sigtér of JAMES -
EARL RAY. -~ S .

any information

.. of value that she might learn to .the FEI concerning RAY or
the RAY and RYAN family; however, sne nad none to furnish
,pt the present tlne. S : : ' i




s i L eg st
RIS TY ryraou

g The’fol1owiﬁg investigation was conducted.by SA

- ELYON H, DAVIS:

¥

S On April 24, 1968, ART CONNORS, whose wife LAURA
CONNORS, owns the Virginia Hotel in Quincy, I1linois, advised

that he had received no information concerning JAMES EARI, RAY. .
. He advised that he intends to cooperate ip every| way with .the
FBI |in this matter and will immediately advise the FBI of
‘hing concerning RAY's wheréabouts, -

He advised that RAY's sister, MELBA MARIE RYAN, has
ed numerous times she has no information as to RAY's where-
ts. He advised that KATHERINE BUSKIRK, now married to
ORS' brother, WILBUR CONNORS, known -as MANNY'CONNORS,
told him that she knew nothing concerning RAY other
1 she was arrested with RAY ahnd WALTER RIFE at Hannibal,
jouri, in 1955. Inasmuch as she was not involved and
{ nothing concerning the passing of . the stolen money -
rs, she was released on the same day of the arrest
|no charges pressed against her, ‘

CONNORS advised he is certain. in his own.ming
neither MELBA MARIE RYAN or WALTER TERRY RIFE has ;
-@Anformation concerning-the whereabouts of RAY,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



H, JOSEPH ADAMS
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S The following investigation was conduct
the Menard Branch, 1111n01s State Penitentiary, o
April 26, 1968:

: On April 26, 1968, MAX FRYE, Warden, Menard
Branch, Illinois State Penitentiary, advised that|one

of the inmates by the name of JOSEPH ADAMS, who works

in the Office rs Mess at the Penitentiary, 1ndlca ed

-t0 him recently that he was acquainted with JAMES|EARL

RAY having been with him at the Mlssourl State Pe: 1tent1ary
1n Jefferson City, Missouri,

‘ Warden FRYE stated that he did not question
him concernlng his contacts or knowledge of RAY but
thoughf it might be of value to interview him, -

: , On April 26, 1968, JOSEPH ADAMS, also own as
Shoriy, who has Menard #11745 was 1nterv1ewed at the
penitentiary and advised after viewing a photograph of RAY .
that he was acquainted with RAY when RAY was at the Missuri

Statq Penitentiary.

ADAMS advised that he left the. penitentiary
for Menard last October, 1967, and that when he got there,
RAY was already there,

| ADAMS advised that his only knowledge of RAY
was that RAY brought food over to the hospital where.
ADAMS was working and he assumed that RAY apparently worked
in the prison kitchen,* r . _ ‘ L

ADAMS adv1sed that he never talked dlrectly to RAY
at any time nor did he ever- observe him with any other 1nmates.
He described RAY as a very quiet individual and this is
all the information he had concerning him,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.. I, JOHN EUGENE GAWRON
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DA T AN
FEDEGR 3 173

idunals:

Date o ¢ stiennwi; pot siaun on filﬂ;
MARY ?Ehﬁ {friend) Y 1dresa oﬁ

Washington {(date T shows b 8237 Y @k, QhﬁJCf:
Illinoism, in Ju1y, 10679, 1 ) )
CARDL Aﬁ“ WAV"L (ﬂﬁCOﬂa c0151n;, 1ater | shown as
CAROL, AFH 25P¢“’~11 13 ha“*y, gt. Louls, Hissourd

ALSERT TRNNY P wzaa (—:riamx), 1615 Allém, St. Louis,
Jl“'OhLl '

. JoaN LABRY § &Y ( o“d), 5 Lekos t.. Louis, m1°”¢uré

: “Also included 4n tan i’lo wore 3 % =} cation
ots dated Juna 10, 1840; Decewber 2, 815 guber 2,
would be of j crt1n=n" bﬂclvronnr vaiue C

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




owners
J1ling
approx
and th

-m&n

as the

owner

furnis

‘ Beér B
- Kknow m;
Peoria

Piere
TYLER

Peoria
He adv
of the

On May 2, 1968, BERNICE DUCKAN and ELIZAE
of the Jewel Lounge,
is, advised that they have owned that tavern
imately one year. Both are from the State of
ey advised that the Jewel Lounge was formerly
Tavern and -that the tavern is still commonly
"0ld M & N".
(1959) called "Rusty'was unknown to them and

On May 10, 1968, LARRY ENNIGER, 1800 Nort
Knoxville, Peoria, Illinois, former tavern operaton
that "Rusty" was widely known.in the Peoria, -
inasmuch as during the 1950s shehxltended bar at tw
different establishments.

, Illinois.

'Marquette Hotel,

4
hotel for the past 6 years,

.

%y
A
B

¥

A
A
- "
-

106 (rear) - 5th Street

They advised that the former i

h no information concerning.her identity or w

Illino

3 ETH ZIMMERMAN,
, Peoria,

for
California
known as the
referred to
avern’

\they could
hereabouts,

h

, adised
is area i
o or three

On May 13, 1968, BETTY MEYERS, owner of the
rrel Tavern, suggested "Rusty' whose name she did not
ay be employed at the P1ere Marquette Hotel ‘in

On the same date, PHIL BUSSMAN, Sales Representative,

identified "Rusy" as Mrs. RAY M.
»| 21so known as MELVINA TYLER, 408 Bryan Stree
Il1linois and 213 Franklin Street, Bartonvil
ised she has been. employed as. waltress in- the;

t -
1e, Illinois,
lounge -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-302 (Rov. 4-15-

FEDERAL BUR:AU OF H\V ﬁuﬁ(ﬁ'lO\!

loy 16, 1968

{  MELVINA TYLER, .also known.as "Rusty", -and "Mrs. Ray
Tyler, 213 Franklin Street, Bartonville, Illinois, was
cerviewed at her residence regarding her knowledge or any
ijor association with JAMES EARL RAY, FBI # 405 942 G. She
ved photographs of RAY and advised that this [individual is
nown to her and that she could furnlsh absolutely no in-
uatlon regarding thlS man. : C S

] She advised that she was the owner on record, and
rated the M & N Tavern, 106 (rear) =-5th Street, Peoria,
inois, during 1958 and 1959.. She said she purchased the
ern from MILLIE and MAC BURDIN who now operatle the. "Galley"
‘asement night club at the Hotel Jefferson, Peoria, Illinois.
said prior to 1958, she had operated bars at| the Beer

rel 1034 Northeast Adams Street, Peoria, Illinois, and

50 the Pour House, 800 North Main Street, Peorjia, IXlinois.

| advised she was born in Norfolk, Virginia, and came to
ria, Illinois, at the age of 16. She advised that she
rled SAM ALLEN in early 1950 and she and ALLEN had had
iness interests in' the aboﬁe taverns between (1953 and

9.

¢

| . . She stated she divorced ALLEN in 1958 .and married
| M. TYEER, a brick layer by trade, in 1960.- -She advised
['is the niother of two children, ages 7 and 8. She stated
| has been steadily employed as a waitress at the Piere
rquette Hotel, Peoria, Illinois, for thé past six years.

She was ‘adviged ‘that it had been reported that she
| have associated 8001a11y with RAY and that she had been .
hed "a girl friend of RAY" about 1959. She stated that
| to her association with: the -general public for the past
eral years as a waltress, she had become widelly known in
| Peoria, Illinois area due to her natural red hair, how- -
x; she advised thdat in many instances She.wouldjnot know
recall customers who may have remembered her by name. She
ised -she .is positive that:she has never known RAY socially
|.has- never corresponded w1th him. She adv1sed that she
ld 1mmed1ate1y notlfy the FBI should any 1nformdtion con-

-
(R BN . PR oo

5/1'/68' ot_Bartonville, T1linois ~  File#__SI 44561

-

SA LLIAS WILLIAMS IR & N T
SA HENTIN P STTNSO\T . i elr"' - _Date dlC?Gfed' 5/15/68 —
This. document canln!ns nelther re:ommendcrlcns nor conclus!ons of the FBI. it ls Ihe proosr?y of the FEl and Is lban'a'd to your agency; -

®and its :ontan!: ore no’ to be distributed outside your gaenrw

5 -

HER
i‘ ;. ' -
b q

i
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rning this individual come to her attention.

4 .
The following physical description was'|obtained
orn observation and interview ana comments made by Mrs.
LER: - o ~ ' ‘ .

Name: ' . MELVINA TYLER
Aljases: ' *.. .. VRUSTY" | -
| ~ Mrs. RAY M. TYLIR
Address: . . .. 213 Franklin Street
' et " Bartonville, Illinois
Sex: , ‘ S . .. Female o
Races I : . - White
_ Age: S e T 400
. Height: . ’ 5'5"
Weight: e T O " . 130 1bs. :
Hair: ' ' Red (shoulder length)
~ Complexion: - _ ... . “Fair, freckled
- Marital Status: =~ - = "o~ Married {(1960) -
-Husband: S RAY M. TYLER
Occupation: .. Brick layer :
Previous addresses: 408 Bryan Street -
' : ' . Peoria, Illinois
Telephone number: .. Unlisted| . ‘
L e . 697-0122
Occupation: - ~ %, -~ .. ~Waitress|
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JAMES LAOMA OWENS"
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The following investigation was conducted by.
SA ROY LEE WILKERSON JR at Springfield Illinqis:
‘ v .
) On May 15, 1968 WILLIAM hg%FMAW Divigion of
: Suplrv151on of Paroles, 103 National Guard Armory Building,
. Springfield, Illinois, advised that his office has a file
. concerning JAMES LAOMA OWENS and OWENS has been fincarcerated
at the State Prison in Menard, Illinois, and the| Missouri
State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri. - KAUFFMAN
advised that JAME S OWENS has a prison registory number -
forlthe State Prison of Menard, Illinois,' being P0208.
OWENS' registory number for Mlssourl State Penitentiary
at Jefferson City, Missouri, 'is 68846. KAVE'MAN advised
that the only descrlptlon that he has 1n hlS file is as
folLows : ‘

NAME: . JAMES LAOMA OWENS
RACE: ' ’ " White
SEX: o+ . Male
FBY NUMBER: ‘ - 1-397-707 i
AGE: ‘ . 27 on March 12, 1
HEIGHT: .- .52 '
WEIGHT: : 129 ‘
- HAIR: Charcoal medium
"~ EYES: P - Dark Black =~
COMPLEXION » . Fair
OCCUPATION: ‘~3?g ©Clerk . o
VCHARACTERISTICS e Top of head bald
'\
OWENS was incarcerated at the IllanIS State -*
itentiary, Menard,Branch, Menard, Illinois, hpving
ber 20208, received from St. Clair County, Illinois, - -
ch 12, 1947 on the crlﬂe of robbery SR

/ .
BAUFFMAN adv1sed that ‘the most current address
t his filés reveal is an addréss of 3904 Folsom Avenue,
3t.| Louis, Missouri, and this address was current as of
gust 15, 1965, as a communication sent to OWENS on this
e 'was not returned. MAIFFMAN stated that.on August 15,
5, OWENS was issued'a Certificate of Restoration of the
hts of Citlzenshlp._ K&FFMAN stated that JAﬁES—ﬂWRNS
| discharged on Jun®d 27, 1965, at the explra”iﬁﬂﬁ%i_h;gwaw
tence from the Szate PrlsonL Menard BraQphniﬁﬁﬁﬁfééékﬂﬁmﬁﬁi—f

i -
oo .
ki S
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Illidois. KEFFMAN advised that he has not had any further
communication of correspondence with OWENS 'since ﬁUgUSt'ls,
.-1965. ’

. . KAIFFMAN stated that any additional information

‘needed concerning OWENS could be obtained from the Missouri
Statel Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, or the

Statel Penitentiary of Menard, -Illinois, and this information
at the penitentiaries would be more current then the '

- information that he has, especially information concerning
description and background information. :

PR
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T Menard Prison records reflect on May 17, 1968,

ANDREW WILSON DE CORE, -also known as’ De Cora and Blackie .
De Core, Menard #23415 received Menard Prison, June 15, 1953,
on a transfer iron Jollet Illinois prison to serve a

~ -sentence of 1 to 20 years for robbery,

DE CORE was ‘paroled June 15, 1959 to Rev, JAMES -

. WINENEGAR, St. Louis Rescue Mission, St Louis, Missouri,
and was returned as a parole violator to Memard, July 19,
1960, He was paroled January 15, 1965 to Baptist |Rescue
Mission, Collinsville,Avenue, East St, Louis, Illinois.-
He was returned to Menard as parole violator, May |28,1965,
He was discharged upon expiration of sentence, :
Dece%ber 20, 1966, Upon discharge, he expressed intention
of going to hlS sister's res1dence, Mrs. YALANDA DI CASOILA
and her husband, VINCENT, 37555 Glenmore Drive, Freemont,
Califjornia, Other frlends and relatives contained in
prison records are as follows:

Brother‘

ANTHONY DE CORE

713 South Claremont,

Chicago, Illinois or

1938 North 70th

Melrose Park, Illinois ;

.Slster .

SRS

Mrs. MARTHA BUTTITTO
husband -~ BENNIE 3
9241 North Maple Court,
Morton Grove, 1111n01s,

3
&

sister . i

e

" NANCY COSENTINO
502 East Memorial
-Bensonville, -I1linois;

PR
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N1ece

Mrs. GEORGE ROGERS

2020 North Le Clare
Chicago, Illinois;

Cousin ’

PAT COLLESE
1641 North Latrobe,
Chicago, Illinois

Fiance .

. Miss HELEN HARE
'3020 West Madison,
Chicago, Illinois;

i
f

Brothers

-HARRY DE CORE and NICK DE CORE

. addresses unknown

4

Friend

Miss MARY SAWYER

City Hospital Number 1

1515 Lafayette Street
St. Loais, Missouri,
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| - The follow1ng investigation was conductec by SA
EDWARD A. CARPENTER:

At East St. Louis, Illinois

On May 22, 1968, Reverend DAVID BLISS, Pastor of. the
Baptigt Rescue Mission, located in East St. Louis, |[Illinois,
was contacted and advised that BENDREW.'WILSON DE CORE is unknown
to him, and according to his records, he could not | identify

him in the East St. Louis, Illinois area and could not identify
him as having given any service at the Rescue Mission.

‘ Reverend BLISS advised that in the event|that DE CORE
should contact the mission, that '‘he would make this fact known
to the FBI. . .
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V.

" INVESTIGATION AT ILLINOIS
PONTIAC BRANCH

STATE PENI

TENTIARY
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,A.

RECORDS RE JAMES EARL RAY
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STOW E, SYMON; Supervising Sociologist,
Penitentiary, Pontiac, Illinois on April 25,

del prisoner while incarcerated Pontiac, July

discharged March 12, 1954,
charge of robbery under Criminal Court, Cook

by police bullets,
iac describing wounds or location of scars,

arge. This is dormitory type housing rather
kype. Subject was assigned to the kitchen as
on pfficers quarters detail

The following inmates were 1dent1f1ed ar

leir time of release:

LEE MILLER '
Pontiac Number 19200
6538 North Talman Street and
3542 SouthPort

4

Chlcago, Illinois;
EDWARD PAUL RIVERA
Pontiac Number 19294
515 West 63rd Street,
Chicago, Illinois; ..

‘.

GUS MARZAHN
Pontiac Number 19095

' 1620 West Nelson Street,

. Chicago, Illinois;

S

CHARLES REED -
Pontiac Number 18492 'Z
2286 Street

Madison, Illinois

ile contains little information concerning RA
He stated RAY wa

52-1155 which sets forth in statement of fact
of arrest, in Chicago, Illinois was wounded i
No information was locate
S
t Pontiac assigned Honor Farm, August 12, 195

W1th their last known addresses furnished th

1Illinois

1968, advised
Y who was

7, 1952
scmﬁhmd
|County, Illinois
s subject at-
n both

d at

ubject

2 until

than

a cook and

Fare set
e rison
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