
FRED M. PETRAKIS 
Pontiac Number 18516 
Route 1 
Peoria, Illinois 
518 Sanford Street, 
Peoria, Illinois;

KENNETH D. FOSDYCK, 
Pontiac Number 19218 
Route 1
Bushnell, Illinois;

DWIGHT ROWE 
Pontiac Number 19086 
432| South Vine, 
Kewanee, Illinois.
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EHDiras 
1

ELYON H 1 I
The following investigation was conducted by SA

DAVIS: ‘

On May 2, 1968, Deputy Sheriff, JOHN BL:
Illinois, advised thatMe Donough County, Macomb, 

D. FOSDYCK ho longer resides in Bushnell Illinoi

I ven, 
KENNETH

resii ,es in Macomb, Illinois. He stated that FOSD
a criminal record and is holder of FBI #442 181 A 
advised that FOSDYCK is presently employed by Bur 
Florists in Macomb, Illinois, and resides at 321

1048

;, Macomb, Illinois. He advised that the re 
DYCK shows he was first arrested on October 
for tampering with a motor vehicle and has

arrests for robbery, petty larceny, auto larceny, 
probation violation; however, Deputy BLIVEN advis

s, but 
YCK has
.. He 
ell 
College 
cord
14, 

later

that the last known arrest for EOSDYCK was on-Dec
3, 1954 when he was returned to the Illinois Stat 
Penitentiary at Joliet,* Illinois, for parole viol

ed
; amber
;e
at ion

FOSDYCK
He furnished the following physical des cription of

Macomb

Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Height 
Weight
Hair 5
Eyes 
Build 
Education

On May 2

.*

1968, ELMER

White 
Male

5’10" , ,
155 pounds’ 
Black 
Brown 
Slender 
8th Grade

BURELL, Owner
Illinois, advised that KENNETH D. FOSDYCK

Bure H’s Florists

him and has been for a number of years
is employed by

.He stated that FOSDYCK
resides at the Florist at 321 College Street, Macomb, 
and that during the past several years FOSDYCK has been working 
regularly. He advised that FOSDYCK was working during the

Illinois,

period of March 27, 1968, through April 4, 1968.'
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A number of photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were 
exhibited to ELMER BURELL. He advised that he has never 
seen anyone with FOSDYCK remotely resembling RAY. He 
also advised that he had never heard FOSDYCK mention RAY 
and felt certain that this individual had not been in 
Macomb in the recent past.

On May 2, 1968, KENNETH D. FOSDYCK was interviewed 
at 321 College Street, Macomb, Illinois, A number of photo­
graphs of JAMES EARL RAY were exhibited to FOSDYCK. FOSDYCK 
furnished the following information:

The photographs of JAMES EARL RAY are vaguely 
familiar to him as someone he has seen in the past.

FOSDYCK advised.that he (FOSDYCK) was assigned to 
the Hlihois State Penitentiary Honor Farm at Pontiac, 
Illinois, from September 15, 1952 until February 5, 1954. 
He advised that there was not a large number of individuals 
residing at this Honor Farm and it is quiet possible that 
he knew JAMES EARL RAY vaguely during this period of time. 
FOSDYCK advised that he-certainly has not seen RAY since ' 
February, 1954, and has had no information concerning RAY’s 
whereabouts.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561

On 5/7/68 Chief of Police DEAN-WATSON, Kewanee, 
advised that he knew of a DWIGHT ROWE having formerly 
lived in Kewanee, but advised that he had not seen him 
in years. He further advised that both of ROWE’s parents 
were deceased, but that he believed ROSE V. JACABSON, 111, 
Hollis Street, Kewanee, was related in some way to ROWE.

... On 5/7/68 Mrs. ROSE V, JACABSON, 111.. Hollis, _
Kewanee, advised thaVDWIGHT ROWE was her first husband's5 
brotner. She further advised that ROWE quite often visits 
her children, but has not done so since the assassination 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING. She has never heard him mention 
JAMES EARL RAY. Mrs.' JACABSON advised that ROWE presently 
resides at 905 Third Street, Green Rock, Illinois.'.

On 5/7/68 attempts were made to contact ROWE, 905 
Third Street, Green Rock, Illinois, but were unsuccessful.

On 5/8/68 DWIGHT PIERSON ROWE,’905 Third Street, 
Green Rock, Illinois, advised that he had served time at 
Pontiac, Illinois, but stated he did not remember JAMES 
EARL RAY. He stated that to the best of his knowledge 
the first he had ever heard of RAY. was when his picture 
appeared in the newspapers in regard to KING. ROWE advised 
that he met so many other men while in Pontiac using so 
many different names that he could have met RAY and not 
realized it. 1 ■ .

■ ■.. . • ’ - . .-— ^~;>7-;4;V^ ------------ --.--•
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DAVID V.* LANSDEN, Attorney, Cairo,' Illinois, 
advised on April 27, 1968, that he has had BENNY K.' PINKSTON, 
FBI #314 7431 as a .client on 2 or 3 occasions, LANSDEN 
states that PINKSTON is a heartless individual who professes to ’ 
be a separationist and usually acquires snail amounts of money 
from businessmen in the white community by soliciting 
donations in $1 and $2 amounts to promote his separation of the 
races program,

LANSDEN stated that PINKSTON usually carries a 
quantity of JOHN BIRCH literature and distributes same 
and generally operates in the Sikeston, Missouri, or 
Forrest City, Arkansas area.

LANSDEN was unable to recall any conversation wherein 
PINKSTON threatened the life of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
nor does he recall PINKSTON ever consulting him as to what 
might happen if he killed KING.1 LANSDEN states to the 
best >f his knowledge, PINKSTON is probably in Forrest City, 
Arkasas where he has a mother and other relatives. LANSDEN 
stated to the best of his recollection, he last saw PINKSTON 
3 or 4 years ago.
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JUDITH LOTT, 1103 West North Crest, Peoria, 
Illinois, telephonically advised on April 5, 1968, 
she viewed a composite drawing of suspect in slaying 
of captioned individual on Channel 25 WEEK television,. 
Peoria, Illinois, which individual resembles CARL RICE, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. LOTT was described as;

Race White
Sex Male
Height 5* 11"
Age 32
Hair Blonde
Eyes Blue
Weight 155 pounds

t LOTT continued by saying RICE was previously
involved in narcotics and racial matters, He attended 
Blake School, Minneapolis, resided with father, Doctor

! ; ' CARL RICE, suburb Of Edina, Minneapolis, approximately 10
years ago. HARLEN BARRD, WEEK TV, Peoria, Illinois, advised 

i the composite drawing of suspected slayer of captioned
individual was shown on television April 5, 1968, which 

J drawing was from UPI Wire Photo Service.
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On April 7, 1968, Detective Sergeants JOHN COLEMAN 
and ROY WEST, Rock Island Police Department, advised an 
anonymous telephone call was received at the Police Department that

te male wearing gold colored clothing was at T„. __  
rong Hotel in Rock Island Illinois, either had a gun 

or guns or made statements that he had killed someone

a whi 
Armst:

the Ft.

or th;
LUIHE

at he had been in Memphis, Tennessee, when MARTIN
R KING, JR.; was killed. The voice was very muffled and 

• the exact comments could not be distinguished.

Both proceeded to the Hotel where they immediately 
located BILLY RAY KING whom they checked for a gun. In 
subsequent conversation, they determined that KING came
from 
KING

Louisiana and spoke very bitterly of MARTIN LUTHER
He stated he got what he deserved and when asked

if he had killed him,. this person responded that even if 
he had he wouldn’t tell them. They decided to take him 
to the Police Department for further investigation.

!l

160 -
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dote____ Aoril 11, 1968

BILLY RAY KING was interviewed at the Rock Island, 
Illinois, Police Department, by ROBERT A. V/ICKWIRE and CHARLES 
E. SMITH v/ho identified themselves as Special Agents of the 
FBI. KING v/as warned of his rights and he waived them as 
shown on an executed warning and waiver form.

BILLY RAY KING advised he has resided for ten years 
. at 102 Arlington Street, Lake Providence, • Louisiana. He has 
' been employed as a deck hand on different boats in the Mississippi 
• River’since he was 18 years of age. He stated for the last 

three months he has been employed as a ’deck hand on a towboat 
for the K.G.W. Towing Company out of Greenville, Mississippi.

He added that he had been injured on his boat 
approximately twenty days ago and had been treated at the 
Greenville, Mississippi, General Hospital, but had been 
recuperating at his home in Lake Providence, Louisiana. 
He had recovered and arranged to catch his boat, which is 
the George Weathers, at Quincy, Illinois. His personnel 
Director, JERRY WILSON, with the.K.G.W. Towing Company in' 
Greenville, Mississippi, had given him an airplane ticket 
from Greenville, Mississippi, to St. Louis, Missouri, to 
Quincy, Illinois, for April 5, 1968; however, he determined 
that all planes were full and v/as instructed to take a bus 
to Memphis, Tennessee, to catch a plane to St. Louis. He 
left his home by Trailway Bus around noon on April 4, 1968 
and proceeded to Memphis, Tennessee, which is about 175 
miles. He arrived in Memphis sometime in the aftcrnodn . 
probably around 4;00 p.ni.' While at the Trailway Bus Depot, 
the riots broke out due‘‘to. the shooting of MARTIN. LUTHER • 
KING. He advised that the thus depot was closed. There 
was no busses allowed to I’eave ’or enter and the people in 
the bus depot were forced t& remain in the depot all night 
long. He advised that the depot was only two or.three . 
blocks from the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee, where 
KING was shot. He advised that he knows where this motel 
is located as. he. had stayed'there on previous occasions. :- 
He added that it was general knowledge in all the papers 
that Dr4 MARTIN LUTHER KING was in Memphis and.staying at 
the Lorraine Motel. _______ __________ —i—:----- :-------

Qn 4-7-68 Q) Rock Island Illinois
’ . SA CHARLES E. SMITH ^- - . '

by SA ROBERT A. WICKWIRE / /ras

FiU, SI 44-561 __ _

Dote dictated__ ■ 4—9—68_____________

This document contains neither recommendations no/.unetusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency:
it ond Its contents ere not to be distributed outside your agency.
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The Springfield Illinois Police Department, on
April 8, 1968, advised ALLEN RICHARD THAYER was in custody
and that he fits the general description of the ind 
who shot MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. THAYER interviewee 
this date by Bureau Agents and he advised he could j 
not account for his whereabouts on the pertinent da 
as pertained to this case. He did advise, however, 
that he had been traveling across the United States 
several weeks and that to the best of his knowledge

vidual

;es

Denver Colorado on the day that he heard that KING

for 
he was in 
had been

assassinated. THAYER advised at no time was in in Alabama
or 
in

Tennessee this year. THAYER and companion were traveling 
a 1959 gold Chevrolet. ' - •

THAYER is described as:

Height 
Weight 
Hair

Eyes 
Complexion 
Tattoo

Previous arrests

5* 11"
155 pounds
Dark brown
combed straight back
Blue
Dark -
Skull and crossbonds 
left forearm 
Armed robbery 
Ontario Canda 
breaking and entering 
Hartford. Connecticut

DOB

of

• ^.Bristol, Connecticut
THAYER advised he knows nothing concerning the murder - 

KING nor has he any animosities-toward KING. The Springfield
Department filed charges.against THAYER for defrauding 

an innkeeper. 1 ' * . .
Police

167
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JEROME J. TRARES, is described as: .

Race White
Sex Male
DOB : ; L
Height ; 6*1^”
Weight ’ 230 pounds'!
Hair Brown, graying

. . bald, front and top
; 4 Sheryl Drive,

East St. Louis (Caseyville) 
Illinois 

Employer U.S. Gypsum 1 ,
salesman of building materials 
to wholesalers 

Was in Memphis, April 2-4, 1968 
. < • to contact BILL WOOD at

' lumber yard owned by
JOHNSONS;,, owners, 

. Holiday Inn Motel Chain
Driving 1968 Green Ford 
4 door registered to 

’ U.S. Gypsum

TRARES departed Memphis at 4:00 P.M. April 4, 1968, 
arriving at residence 10:30 P.M. the same date after 
stop at Cairo, Illinois. ;• • . •

. ‘ Due to varience in physical and car description and 
departure time, he does not appear identical to the 
unknown subject . '\ ' " i :■
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• On April G, 2233, Urs, £03 SUITS, 70-3 .Usst Maple, 
Champaign, Illinois, telephone 853-353’4, telephonic: illy 
^■ivijcj/te:^ cn ‘Thursday, April 4r 2907, while wtching 
ths news on channel 15 in-Chnppniga, Illinois, T&icn 
A.wdiatoly followtd the MIKU DOUGLAS Sher?, cho observed 
an lad:.virtual in the ercyd at the tine EiliTIH Limi mi, J3 
van lulling ri speech who did not applaud then the others did ■ 
and lev.hod as though he vers a trouble rd&er.

She coi~;entei to her family censor ring this 
person's reactions at that tins.. Subsec^utly, .on 
Avril o, 1033, sho observed an artist drawing of ths 
slayer of HABTXN 111131 KIPS, ,13, cn television, Those, 
description is Eird-lar to that of an individual she .observed 
in the news concerning lUhTXH LAH333 KIUGt Sho said if 
she could see the news tape no-run of this, she is sure that 
sho.co.rid identify the person to whom sho la referring. Sho 
said she could bo contacted at any tine for nay assistance
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rece 
to S 
PL 
info

ROBERT L.’ PLUNK, white male, age 34, born 
, 5* 10” tall, 160 pounds, dark brown hair, 

ing, brown eyes, was a passenger on train number 6 IC Railroad
Louis, Missouri, at 5:00 A.M. this date, A 
briefly interviewed at Carbondale, Illinois 
tion furnished:', by train personnel indicat

t’s sketch of assassin of Dr. KING.1 PLUNK boarded 
ssenger train #10 out of Jacksonville, Florida 
issippi with a round trip ticket to St. Louis.

his mother, EULIA PLUNK and resides at RR 2, Michie 
■PLUNK produced a letter from Veteran’s Administra

arti 
IC p 
Miss

(Yah?
RR 2

pril 11, 1968.
, in view of
ing PLUNK resembled

at Corinth 
He was with 
Tennessee.

St. Louis, Missouri, addressed to ROBERT L. 
Michie, Tennessee, requesting him to report

don Hospital 
PLUNK, 
for 
Koreanphysical re disability claim. PLUNK has TB was a ______ 

eteran and had prior chest operation for TB at Murphyreesboro,war v
Tennessee, VAH. The- letter directed PLUNK to report VAH 
A 139, out patient service, 915 North Grand, St. Louis, 
Missouri, April 11, 1968. PLUNK claims he does 
not work due to physical condition. PLUNK obviously in
poor
breathing

physical condition and had difficulty in moving and

i

- 175
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roducts

Comp

back

177

Lips
resi
Driv

Mary
Comp;
Company.

ee of the
NO was

sed that
68

He said A

City

On April 13, 1968, LEONARD KORMORNY, Manager, 
Lipsett Steel Products Company,. 2520 East 23rd Street, 
Granite City, Illinois, advised that D L. PETERSON is
actually a D. L. Peterson Leasing Company, Baltimore,

land, and the automobiles for. Lipsett Steel
any are leased through the D Peterson Leasing

He advised that the Lipsett Steel Products

company,operating out of 2520 East 23rd
any and the Luria Brothers and Company are the same 

Street, Granite
, Illinois. .

J. CONSTANTINO was
;ett Stell Products Company and that

an emploj
CONSTANT!
10038 Executiveding at the Executive Apartments at 

and would not I■e North, St Louis, Missouri 
to the company until April 15, 1968'. He further

e returning

advised that CONSTANTINO was the only employee oi the
He advdcompany who took travelling assignments.

he did not have any information concerning the 19 
Illinois license 411809 at the present time.
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he j

) GAW who

anti ha

w io

179

l 2 ci
il mown to

Build

7S 02
whose.national c ‘CO

and

rcacc
21±ino

61

Thin

and an

Height
Weight

Approuiaatel

165

ox hand gun
had excellent knowledge

of European countri
cellent knowlcug
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KENNETH NEWBIE, 1817 North North Street, Peoria, 
Illinois, viewed on April 18, 1968, a composite photograph 
of ERIC STARVO GALT. He advised this individual is definitely 
not the crewman which he had reference to aboard the SS Hudson 
in December, 1961, to February, 1962. He advised there is distinct 
differences in the hair and facial features. NEWBLE is of the 
opinion he knew the crewman as RICHARD GALT and. cannot offer 
explanations or suggestions as to which; crewman he may have made 
reference to. He advised he recalls RICHARD SANTAMOUR, also a 
crewman, who is definitely not identical with the individual 
he had reference to. Based on NEWBEL’.s! statements, after viewing 
a composite photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT arid in the absence of 
any recorded crewman named GALT, no further investigation to 
locate this individual will be conducted, " '
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< On April 29,-1968, Motor Vehicle Bureau, Springfield 
Illinois, advised 1968 Illinois license B291617 was issued to 
JAMES J. MC GOVERN, 10023 West Devon, Rosemont, Illinois 
for 1966 Chevrolet Fleetside Panel Truck, VIN C2546F163402
Drivers license listed as 
number ______ ,

Social Security

1967 Illinois license B291617 issued to GEORGE WARD, 
Route 2, D Street, Murphysboro, Illinois, for a 1956 Ford nic] 
truck, VIN F10V6G25421, drivers license listed as____________ 
This license originally issued for 1954 Ford Pickup in which
driver’s license listed as
are not Illinois drivers license.

These

drivers
Drivers lice 

license number
ingfield, advised 
issued February 14

1968, to JAMES J. MC GOVERN, This chauffeurs license expires 
March 7, 1969 and described him as 5’ 10", 190 pounds,
brown hair, blue eyes, DOB application reflects 
he is self employed and dba J.- J. Me Govern Motor Service 
Rosemont, Illinois. • , .

Drivers license number ^^^|^^|^^^^^^^ssued 
. December 8, 1967 to GEORGE L. WAim7103ThirdStreet,
Murphysboro, Illinois
and describes him as 5’ 11" 
eyes, DOB

and license expires December 8
190 pounds, brown hair

, 1968 
hazel

V:.

190
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Illinois Drivers License ^^^^^^|issued 
June 2, 1967 to JAMES E.: BODKER, 14341 South Avalop, Dalton, 
Illinois ■will expire January 30, 1971 and describes him 
as male, born _____ p 10”, 175 pounds,
brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer. 
Records reflect license was suspended December 12, 1967 for 
an accident. It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three 
moving violations but is presently clear and valid.
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