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Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois;
ngton, Illinois; Mc Lean County Sheriff's Ofi
ngton, negative. - A search of clty directory
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On May 17, 1968, Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Pg
r, employed 23 years with Rust ‘Inteirnational,
nﬁtional Harvester (I-H), Inc., Industrial Trg
quipment Company, 1803 West Washlngton Street,
ngton, Illinois, advised that there has nevex
IAM A, MARSHALIL or any employee by the name M
he Rust International Company at Bloomington,
ated there is no other International Harveste
oomington, Illinois area., .THOMPSON further a
osest representatlve for the International Ha
y is L, C, BARNETT, District Manager, Interns
ter Company, 505-Rock Island Road, Peoria, I1l
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Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L. C BARNETT,‘
ct Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island
Peoria, 1111n01s ‘advised that his office cov
rn 60 counties for the State of 1111n01s whic
ngton, and his records reflect no- one by the
M A, MARSHALL as being an employee of his or
hise dealer in his district.
ws of no recent employee transfers from his d
State of California., BARNETT stated that an
re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H

n

0

BARNETT further
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ffices, 401 North. Mlchlgan Avenue, Chlcago, I
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ctor,

been
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A ROBERT HOOD STRADER
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sere desirous 6f intervie
roation he might bhave i
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she would have hey nus
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any valuable
and would do
TRATER advised
n his arrival
n" name of the

through Memphis at tnm time HARDIN LUTHIE I’

hsband allegediy overleard az. conver*ntlon a:adv

one |of whom he claims resenbles tnnvLuolwﬂ‘cﬂ
- the [subject, in this case, in which they talsc
. Subsequently, last Sunday night their car wa

on Monday he claims he vas followad IrCﬂ LL“ n to ﬁtrolt

by a tan Cievrolet, the vegistration nimber of ich he was
unable to obtain. This car conta ined two ind als whom
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d:d hot recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shot
he d- 1t did not hit him because he "hit the ground". e
a#'”fqus he is in grave danger for his personal safely becausc

OW

he has finformation about the killing of EARTIN LUTHER KING.

Mrs. STRADER was advised immediately upon (her husband's
ré{urn she should contact this office and we would set upa .

nutually agreeable time and place during* which we cquld interview
her huspand concerning this matter. ’
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SI 442561

appeared in "Life" magazine and the Governor of ‘Lousiana
placed a stop to the entire operation,

: Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonlc
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information
‘as to his location over the telephoné, as he is very afraid,
Mrs. [STRADER was advised to inform her husband if |he has any
-infoymation he desires .to furnish to. the FBI, he can contact
any EBI Field Office who will then arrange for an|interview
- with hlm.

CARL STERN, Washington, D. Ce, NBC Office, advised .

~a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that

a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while
coering a story in the South, had, on' April 24, léSS, telephoned
‘rom someplace around Toledo, Ohlp.' STRADER informed him

s en route to the home of his wife's parents%in Lexington,

#ois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale" about him,
ER, overhearing a'conversation on March 29 968 in
on, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING.
ently STRADER was of the impression that the|people 1nvolved
e conversation knew he had overheard them and they
aken his license number, STRADER believed there
seen at least one shot fired at him"since thaf time,
ER informed STERN he had vital information concerning
's murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should
| STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of
- ¥FBI and they would make arrangemenﬁs to have someone meet
t his convenience “in “their territory, According to Mr,
- STERN, BISHOP stated that*STRADER is afraid to approach any -
office and may desire to havé comeone meet him at|a location

other than an office. ’a\ -

’ The files of the Springfield Offlce contain the

f0110w1ng references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be
determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois. _ ' .

" : On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER 61" 2", 175 1bs.,
.emplpyed cutting timber near Edwardsv111e 1111n01s, and in-
construction work at Southern Illinois UniverSity; Edwards-
-~ ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of.
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SI file 91-2642,

. it
-’ , . s

3 =201 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



L3

=~

T ea
PR e A

e

ol it

P
4

e

s o5

By ol Q)

TS 3 ) e
Q-

ey

; & 1 & N s
Ol 8 R S o
> oo
T3 oy o

C on 4u$0~8s
ed,

1 e

1y
2

21

5
LAWY
-,
),‘1'3
‘mws 4,
¥ii ~_;
e

L
1 0y e

-
°
23}
1zh

__:l 3-
e
L
e
Xy
.
71

I
n
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

9 em o
N &30
e
)

n
<

thro

arrently

)

pa)

Y .. 3 6 O
TR
&y

34

TE

ORI
- 3

L
]
)

22 N

[SEFAICE

HR SN

e 1 ;
78 i = P~ TR e

£l Ho

£
~a

e QO




Bys INVESTIGATION, EIDORADO, ILLINOIS
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was contacted at her:homg on L4/29/68,

- Bhe.advised that her ex-son-in-law, CECIL RAY, formerly

of Vanual_a,_llllnais has been to her . residence on avproximately
two occlasions within LbO‘]aDL five 'years; adcompanied by an’
individual who resembled JANMNES EARL'RAY It is her|belicf that
C7CIL RAY referred to this person as JAYES RAY. Mrg., FROMNCH
was wnable to furnish any more ““Lclflc LnLormaLion;as to the

times or when the visits were ane

She stated that CRCIL.RAY was separated from|her step-
daughter, JUDITH SARLINE KAY, who resides at 1013 Main Strcet,
Jlgnland, T]Llnols. They have been senarated ab out |four yaars,
CZCIL RAY 1is believed to be emnloyed in'JOLIET, TLL., as a truck
driver [for an unidentified Gas and 01l Comnaly and was last seen
by Mrs.| FRENCH in 1966. CECIL R AY's parents arc deceased but he
is believed to have a brother who resides in Vandalia, Illinois,
name unfknown ZCI[ RAY was pmnloyed as a bartendey at onz time
at an vqlxewtl ied bar on the main stre=t in Vandalia. MRS,
FR”wCH had no Dnoto*rawn and coulu furnish no descrintion of
CRCIL mAY. , R , * S

‘ By way of bacLMround concernlnw MRS, 9“”0{, her husband
EARL FRFENCH was beat to death’in FEaln”fham Illinois, in early
1967 antl the casze has not bcen sa]ved J-Mrs T“”FC‘ resides alone
with helr dog and according to SﬁorlFE A. P. DITTER, |is an avid
beer driinker. Mrs. FRINCH did nst anpear to have been drinking
at the [time of the interview. Shedid refer to the death of her

hwshand on several occagloqs and 1 Lntlon“d ‘that she kriew ‘how
'?.!yﬁo. WTIMNN. Fa]i‘ A — A o imsin . "
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The following investigation was conductd
SERT C. HAINES: S

'

At Edwardsville, Illinois

States Attorney LEON D, ;SCROGGINS, Madison County
Court House, reviewed files maintazined in his office and
stated that a warrant for neglect and refusal was issued
for CECIL RAY on . complaint of his wife JUDITH in Madison
County Court at Edwardsville. BHe stated that the infor-
mafion obtained at the time the complaint and warrant were
issued disclosed that CECIL RAY was residing in Joliet,

Illinois, and accordingly, certified copies of lthe warrant
.were forwarded to authorities at Joliet.

He indicated that he had noiknbwlcdge ofl the current
whereabouts of CECIL RAY and that nothing in fijle indicated
anything except that he was in Jolietg

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I AR e

nd, to his knowladge, “he has not hequ of JAME
*‘EGW“*dsv1lWe and Altonm ihe?e s a brother

acking 60, There is a ha]* brother, R ICuL RD R
ves in Joliet, address unknown. . "GILBERT RAY

|

ey

¢ D

hﬁvﬁ are several ‘mémbars of
erious sly: doubtful o
‘ ‘,A\,cr rding €

4‘_4_‘_,,&
"‘:' O
i B 0TS
e

-
Q;Tm
-

OOk =
o
%

o o
o
0 A

RN A e

1M_toem:

o0

<
e
ke ot
Oy gy 2y )

AT T
B .
[ ™

A In this respetl, LA”“V,RAYQf'~ﬂity of
aloyc:ag wvas Ja*L d over the weekend. of 5/11-1

i M RIOI KIRKPA an envhoycu’oL thy
0TI, RAY lived in the Ohaornoo: but

ndalia for at ]E, st eara, unless ‘v 2y b
val could be loce L . aad no mall rec

o GILBERT RAY, Cit ty of Vand fﬂ:c. _employ
1. garbage work, aav1~ed 5-14~68, he is an unc

5eibly CECIL could hav ‘known almg'ﬂlnve at o

LEERT believes is in Vira, Ill., wheré he wor

d not seen or heard from CLCIJJ RAY 1 sevcral
e Last he knew he was in PeoLLa?,_“11n01q,t7o

onpnnd nt stations. e i

" LEONARD B'O*.:ILES-fmer associate of CEC

had heard nothing from him for two.or three
,lonﬂor opcratcs a tavern buk hclpv ‘his son=i
ire recappitg bus 1neso. PhJS:OJ PRIOR Fformor]
J no recent - 1nforma 101 of CECILYs' ‘where abesiit

3“009 Shcﬁiff LmO \ O'K'LLY Fary

"'m“m"" of the

reatening his w"iﬂ, but r;laazed oni 525 00 bond

cent pdsto' Tax ang votef ' occrd al 0 negat:

te (phoenetic) Service. Station, 'pr ¢bably. the

]ette County,
the RAY family
£ eny connect-
o investigation
family arc

e USPO, advised

a5 not been in

WDLJy, No re-
! during

20 inALhu ulroet
le of CECTL RAY
S EARL RAY, bat
ne time he was
STAMLEY RAY wao
ks at Cranc
ISLEY, who
2dvised he
months and
rking at a
Site brand

II{RAX advised
years, BOJLES
n-law in the.
a~:rc~ateq~al

o5 llyucuu’ .
e me_a

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




is

During contact with Sheriff XELLY and Ch
SLATER, May 14, 1968, both advised that the ¢
a iittle on the stupid side,"

group ''were

jef
ntire family
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