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- et Slpeclmena recelved 8/26/8 . fron FBI Chicago

Lo Eight pnyroll chocks of Iudian Trail Reatnurant. Inc., payable
" '-to JOHN RAYNS. or JOHN L. RAYNS further describod as - f#llows

SPECIMEN ,} NUMBBR . DATE. Amounwﬂj,j4

f':Q398j -;“q 48331, - ‘5/7/67 ss4 89 .l

Q399 .. . 4913  5/14/67 - 84.89 .

- Q800 % . 4987 - 5/21/67 - 84.89 -
Q401 - . . 5088 5/28/67 . 84.89 .
Q402 - - L. 5130 - 6/4/67 -  89.63 .
Q403 . .- 5209 . 6/11/67  89.63
Q404 - - .g-;szas~-a‘-,6/18/s7 95,19
Q405- ,tz_;, sssvj-; 6/25/67 .. 77, 53

~'_u0406 Bmployee $: Hithholding Bxemption Certificate datu"A
.- May 10, 1967, bearing Social Security Number |
~and signed "John L. Rayns"

'“Spculmens recoivod 8/26/68 from FBI Chicago

Q407 Sheot fron rooming house 1edger page 13, bearin& on'”
M line 24 the signature "John Larry Rayms”-
"wQ4QB Regxstration card, No. 807S, dated 6/18/67 bearing the -

- 51gnature “John L. Rayns’

u 'Rosult of examination'

' It wes- concluded that JAMBS BARL - RAY K171 (211 and
.k257 propared the quentiunod Reyms ‘signaturo. on Q407; the quos-
tioned handwriting on Q408 and the quastioned hsndwritingtund-
hand pxintlng on Q406.  Although significant similarities were
noted in: thu endarsomonts on nsua through 0405 sxcept|the |

Page 1 (continuqd on noxt pago)
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”'}endorsements precluded a definite determination:as to'

uendorsement on 0403 when compared w1th the known writings
of RAY, the presence of unexplained variations, insufflicient
'ncomparablo materidl and distortion in some of the quesfloned

| ’RAY prepared the: endorsements on 0398 through 0405

. " The endorsement on Q403 is too distarted for
,comparlson purposes. Although some similarities were. 1
the date on line 24 on 0407 beside the Rayms signature

whether

noted in
when

- compared -with the comparable writing of RAY, the limited and over-

written nature of this date precluded a definite deter
as to whether RAY prepared this date. '

' 0393 through Q408 have been photograph:dfand
returned to- Chlcago separately

 Page 2 -
D- 680826101 JK
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy. to:

!

R?pon of: o SA RENE J . ﬁmtﬂﬁ Office: ' @h'j‘cag¢
© Date: 10/2/88 : Siotaietids

Field Office Filé # 44"1114 Bureau File #: 44' .“,‘: :

T JAMES EARL RAY; |
| bR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Chotter  CEVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY
- UNLAWFUL FLIGAT 10 AVOID e.umzmxm ~ RUBBERY

Synopsis:
‘ 'faubject employed at Indian 'I':mil Restaurant, Winoet
' Ill:lm:lss, from 5/3/€1 - 6/24/67, a6 a diahwmher' ;

- t¢ook'"s heloor under the nane of JOHN L. RAYHS,
| ‘ RAY yesded at 2931 North Sheffield '
west ILaay, Chicago, I11linois; during’ tha
Ingian m:il Restaurant, ‘Antorviewss
‘ , BRANFORD HUIE, authoi, who has uvaderer
! ;coa of mr'ﬁ jefense for exclusive story rights, |
- HUIE's version/of KING's murder obtained from subj
as told to restaurant owners set forth. Right twfnb.
- print of ‘subject’ developed em paycheek from - ngﬁian
' 'l‘rail Res‘maurant. . ,

This document contatns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and {s loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

-U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1967 -0—-273-878
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come by tho apertgent . ke further recailed My, BAYER
had complained of his ie% hariing. Ihesipted on ong ¢
Tt m:casimm w‘*wfa she sy 1o the reay hasoment :&*«»& R AL
while be wis veubing it, she noticed he had a }w‘“ uf hooks
Rt had ?3% A r$ 4 BOme &,mkmg, Lk&l’iﬁl’lﬂ- .

Wre . DONNBILY sald that Hr. DAYES ravoived one
letter that she knew of while he ﬂ?&y@*ﬁ af the avarisont.

This lettor wae frop soeo niace. in Capada; afier weceiving

this letter, Mo, HAYES can up snd told them he wam going
ta move and go mz% Canadea, - Ho asdd he eis going to sork

An Comzda. ¥rs, DONNRLLY aﬂvisﬁﬁ he said something nbout
iy ?ixg ‘o get on o ship; however, ﬁtza could ot #acenll apy

by

further details ffsi ﬁsiﬁ aomﬁi. itrs ., B“&Zﬁﬂz}ﬁ enid that

ﬁfﬁéjﬁ*@: ot Chiesgo, Iilinois  File#_ €0 481114

$hs JOSEFE i, BURKE

BOBLEY X, ﬁéﬂ? i '-;‘mfn‘*“'? _ '  . | Duté ‘dicmted‘ 8/29/65
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533 éﬁuaixd
T after racﬁi@iﬁg thﬂ’leitﬂ? aavky moved the sgga ﬁﬁy >h@
did not leave a forwardiang pdiress or indicate whers ho pace
'go;ug} bosaver, be laft the 4istinct lwmpression he was
‘g@ing %9 ﬁann&a iﬁ RLORET 2 the letier réceivaﬁ .

B . ﬁﬁ”ﬁﬁh&? a@viaug that while ﬁr AYL',ﬁégﬁeﬁ‘
the basement apardment, he weat to work, or at lenst Teft |
tlie house daily by 73 @ﬁ a.i.  She sé?ivpd sha ﬂwﬂlﬂ'%ﬁ Yﬁcﬁii
Hy ﬁ?ﬁb hmvaﬁg any i?pe of ear, : :

' Hrs ., &ﬁﬁﬁagaX'@aiﬁ *hﬂf ‘ker ﬁhﬁt JEAN W"WES whm

'Lxd regided with hox reviod the apariment 6 ¥r . ?AE%E Bre.

- DEONRELLY adviscd TE&& EILES pamsed avay on M8y 1, 1583; she .

 recalled hor aunt told hér this man came inte tha épargmaﬁ% _
e & vesult of geelng an advertisewment in the loesl u&wﬁwapar
called *he Dooster™.. Mry, DORNELLY sdvised this- - ~
pedghkborhood paper sod they run aév&riismanﬁﬁ 13 éh‘E.B&§$rf‘4

'.&hﬂwav&f th‘“'h@va a va;aneyf , , e e

. : ﬁra b@ﬁﬁELL? &tﬂtﬂﬁ ﬁhp mﬁ;y aawﬁ ia Wha a&*iﬁia@
BROW aha %uulﬁ have been in the iflding a2t the &imq < HAYESR
ccoupied the bamement aperiment asro ANNIE ESEGAW- and Eﬁ%éﬁu
RPERLING. She stated that ihaﬂa twe warsams rﬁnt ﬁwas up*

‘thﬁ &ﬁcaﬂﬁ fl@@r.,'“v"- . S fl . E :

- ﬁrs &QﬁﬁilLY aéW§&eé ﬂ@EﬁTﬂY &Eﬁhiﬁ@ a%ﬂ har a
uﬁugbtar,?ﬂibnxﬁ had &tﬁﬁpiﬁé the front bagement aprresent
- Eow aﬂnr@ximatély two yearsg. Thay moved soae *im@‘iu the
Loggring of 1887, and mxy haw& baen living in the ! ifqnt B
~ bagomont aaartmch at ihd samo. tiws that ¥z, ymayﬁs RS
- law 1»"5{' izs i,Iv:e reny baﬁemm apa&’tmmt :

Co a s, ﬂ&@ﬁﬁlh? rﬁviaﬁaﬁ Her ‘Rent Rucavﬁs gna frna
-~_th¢5a rocords sha auviafd anindividual named GEORGE ;
. FASEINGTON WACES, %ﬁyéﬁrbé to be the next n&n,c? rgut
" the rear maﬂamﬂnt a§artm¢ut ‘The vwamr& Book shoged that.
';,ﬁr %ﬁﬁﬁ% xon tbﬁ thia apﬁrtmﬂn* @ﬁ Hay- 3? L§67 ‘or June 17 1967

A s, DG iﬁELLY'ﬁ%av@é th@re 13 e rrent v~a dg L
L ﬁ%ﬁﬁ&@tﬁ& phone in the rear. hasenent apaytment, Zhe 4ia
aet koow how long this phoue had besa in the aperi mewi -
ey if it had heem.e@anactaé when M. RAYED 21?& inlthe SR

.. apRyiment ., ‘e, DONNELLY. ﬁbﬂmh 1 thie. ﬁhﬂﬂﬂ ﬂﬁd ﬁ?“ermiﬁeﬁ
" the ﬂ&ﬁ%& o8B the %hﬂuﬁ'lﬁ d27uwu3$,h L o .

o E;H. EOEEELL?’st&tﬂd she vaalﬂ mat reca1¥ e .
E&Yﬁb 3&V£ﬂ§ gigfhiag a@hiﬁ& whﬂu na 1aii @ﬁhﬁr than

~7C3f
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s

soae rmukzkg uﬁeﬁﬁils whinb wﬂgzé haw& bﬁ@u zﬁft %n thm
.a@axtmgnt f@w t%@ une w; ath?? aq upanke g? that

R - Brs . ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ&&? wAs ﬁewa ﬁkﬁtmgyaghs ﬁf
followiang ia&iviﬁuaiﬁ: ' o ‘ o

| BOEERT T. KEWEEDY, Fedevel ﬂwm of Tavest:
- (FBI) tmmﬁsr 615590 & .. R O

| TRANK mmywszﬂ; ¥BI Husber Jﬁﬁw“':
. JAMES BARL BAY , TBT Nurbes 465042 G

" smnare josEen m’r'& mumg@ police zm»}-f,«z, "
‘Eﬁﬁhﬁx gf? 81 o S : o

. Mﬁmf I, L,IE 5, g xumm .;,Ls;&z@ D
WILLIE G, mmﬂs@mw:m £ Husbor 950026 ¥

M. DOMELLY wtated she was wwebie ! to_ ilj&ﬁt

.- any of these 15&§§<§unix a8 hﬁiﬁg the WAL &amﬁﬁ LA YHE Fﬁﬁ
.reuxé . An ke tagement apertment. o l

’ . ﬁ ﬁ@ﬁﬁ?l?? ﬁtazen ibe ﬁerﬁﬂn @&@ gha Lﬁ@ &@ﬁa
Gﬁi%ﬂﬁ wi th this non was her sent, JEAN WILES, ﬁﬂw Boveaged,

Mrs. RILES zan the rooming heuse and haby sat Zor her @hi?grea7"

Cand eas hose a1l ey, snd ﬁaé m,#& m@rq sa&tae% v&VL Zhe
-ﬁm&antg ihﬁh &arﬁeli., el o A ’j
S mre  DENNELLY dekrined SOMS 3 CRAYMS s |folicws:
-& white sale, in his late 20°s op aarly @ﬁ'& c3all land ?Hin,_ -
ﬁﬂarﬁ,}air.,.ﬁﬁ@ ca&ié mat- hﬁ mere suscifie i? Lar ﬁagazivtiﬁﬂ .

T rmy BORESLLY smde avaiiable yag&Jnﬁmﬁﬁr 18 of bey
Bent Rocord E&&B.ghi&kithﬁiaiwﬂﬁviﬁﬁ gignature of JOBER Eéﬁﬁ?
BAYHS . . oo ORI T A
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

=1 Soptesber d, 1968

D;:re'
' a&fi&afl *?k:ﬁlzfi‘iﬁ &m Fioor favmz’%mn&‘ .T[E‘m Aa»rm
mm’#ﬂi@lﬁ Chicage, Oliveois, was interviewed at hia rosidene,
»@3? mlsﬂ woE Shows g:nm: *agmﬁ f;af the follewing judividualse -

ROOERY T. ﬁh‘%ﬁ.ﬁ?s wﬁa&:ﬂ Buress wﬁ’ }14 wam@gﬁﬁwﬁ'
{}?i) Hawboy G1E5SD £ -

 THANK QRUDEINSEY, ¥BI Vumber *em «&
JAMES g*;ar«;a EAY, PBI Numbor 405942 ©

Tﬁi‘imu I d. ﬁﬂgm x&‘s&aag@ mi f;me 5;% wpRytnost H«
- Bumber B8DLEY

E@ﬁiﬁ"‘?’* L. CHEEH, ¥BI sowber 53 0026 {" |
¥ILLYE. G, ma:wzmmaw ¥BI. '@mmr 95 {mf@ g

S'{?E.«.Eki*m aﬁyi&iw thﬁ» phcstﬁgra;sh fhi’ JAMEY RARL

o

RAY bears o resepblance 1o @ #eu who had 1ivkd in the rear
pagement apartment at &?E‘i Torth Sheifisld, aWﬂM?T tely

‘& yeRT ugﬁh

_ - SPEREIRG savis md& dhe man Be was velerrisg to
$25 A xos nemod RATNE., wmm% stated he never saw this
Andividusl have any vimitors ov gesocinte with anyorw in
the sreas, Ko furither statsd this spr wss noet {riendly with
any of the eother paople Iiving in the Building.. He re- :
called thet this man iived st the i}ailumg tor spproximately
oun Bentht : o

“*ﬁ?&?ﬁm W advised i,a imug‘zt pn one mumﬁ.@n Lo
s#v this wan aroupd or getting into an old car; hmﬁ#@r e
conld not Be cill the car's deseription, CFERLING
ﬁﬁ&’%}sﬁ to furaish smsv m&&r fm:ts Mgammg thig indwwwl.

S/04/65 ot Chicems ¥yse .. File# €0 44,1134

SAs JOSEPE M. BURKE

ROWETT ¥ :{&&‘E A SO 3 23 - : _Date dictated D ion fon

St o — SEFTARTE W

- !
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date *‘-ﬁ‘*gﬂ,‘ mivay &, LO8E

AR };;::@f‘zzz, “‘“? Hayith ;.,Lhﬂwlé Qi*ﬁma‘g@
E}iimxis s interviewed st ber residence., EOEQGAT oisied
cshe did zmi get acquainted with suy of the vmﬁple '%?hﬁi had
rours in ko basgement, and she astated sho w0y noable
to provide any wfm*ma*ius regaxding n porson sho stayved
in th@ reayr h&uemn’ﬁ: Egmtwm vho used thoe oaue of RAVUS.,

"On. 32."“}5.& Eﬁ@ Uf ’Niaﬂmls n-:w‘:) bl ¥
Y T - . - L3

Gas JUSEDE W, zmm ' o | jorn
by ewg}’,,;mi 8 _ AT Y T’i‘% / ﬁmk’ Date dictated R /21R /653

This document contmns neither recommendations nor conclusnons of ?he FBI. It is the property of the FB8I anL Is loaned to your agency;
Itand its con!en)s are not to be dnstrlbuted oulside your agency. i
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- e

FEDERAL BUREAU OF"INVESTIGA_TION

.
Date Ge

plember 2,

1968

PHYLLIS LERNING N 2‘£§ Schuaberi , Apaviment 3
iiiiﬁqm vae interviswed at hey remma ncw, LERNING
an@vﬁarmgrly wesbded gt 2981 North Shelfiedd, fn the
basesont apartmont.
that spariment oo approximetely Hay 14, 1067
thewartaent 2t DED ﬂahmhar», Rl rented from Hay 1,
to th& gtaaﬁnt, , A :

‘ IERNING stated sbe ﬁ@u!é nod rEesll anyane
into the rear basewnert apartment st 2731 Worth Sheff

, Cxnicage,
sdwined
Front

She gtuted zhe ard hew mmﬁ&mr ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ ffwm
She ﬁﬁnkg&

woelng
ieid,

2t she approximate Lise they woved frowm their front busemeni

apariment .,
iﬁdiﬁi&%axﬁz

TENHING was 3&awn p&aﬁ&grayhs et t T fﬁl

RORERT ¥, ERNNEDY, Tederal ﬁn?ﬁ&w e § I,vaﬂ
R K@mﬁmv Giaﬁﬂ@ &

‘Eﬁ&ﬁ&,ﬁ@ﬂ@azﬁaxz,.ﬁaz Nomber gﬂﬁﬂgﬁzu
| JASES EARY RAY, FBI Number 405943 G |
FEILLIP J,
Humber 8018}

ROBERYT 1. CHERN, FBI Nusber szmﬁ& 2

2 0N 4

'mhﬁu§MG Jtaaﬁa sops of these individuals 1
imwi&xa? %u hoy .

KHK;N, Qﬁi&&g& ?n%ie& Qﬂyartman.

} GENE DEERINGWATER, FRI Nusber 3530020

toging

tigatiﬁﬁ

(O

et

on 5f?4/5? Qd@@ﬁ?ﬂ,

at

334

Iili&ﬂiﬁ File# CG 44m1,
Shs JOSERE ¥, SURHE | |

oy EOBEET B, HALL 4B/ vrk

"bote dicto"tec.!l" f}’ﬁ?}@fﬁ@ o

This document contains neither recommandohons nor conclusnons of the FB| lt is the property of the FB

{|and s loaned to your agency;
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v e] 44»5114
Ji@:gzrk

The iﬁilﬁﬂiﬁg iﬁv%ﬁflgatima %%ﬁ ?ﬂﬁﬂu#@ﬁ§~
lhy‘5$ JﬁﬁEFL ¥, EﬂRKE o - ﬁggnst 24,35968: .

s A check of the §¢%E$¢ f&laghaﬂas scgiﬁd :
jin the ¥, SARFATIRY Pharmaey, 1000 Yest Livarsay Parkway,
- getermined ths aﬁm%ﬁrﬁ of tgaﬁa iél&yﬁﬂﬁ@& are SAB-D4TG,
ﬂﬁ@ #éﬁﬂ@é?l. : ' _ . o i
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FEDE‘RAL B:UREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date___ BWESHR

Jad;?m ., ‘ys_&"“i}“i‘?ﬁ Prosident ﬁ»i ‘ﬁfw&aﬁf: Chavrelol;
LOGZ Feat l?éﬂ%rmaw,g, »i:;x,wai‘,a, $ilipsie, was istovviewsd at his
since of swploymesi. HNr. AT aéuﬂm an iﬁwﬂh-’ﬁdm HEmad
{3 xz,,,z;ﬂ W, 'iﬁﬁﬁu% CHS, dvs, wag akpleyed ﬁ‘w s,};r:‘» Kelgon

et Loppany Ivus Moy L, IBST, to dugewmt §, LOET. Be
m&&. #mm mged o a}';»ataxauw»a REssubonivg.
aed Lizf* ’*aﬁ?&{?gik&ﬁt To

¥ ';&'% the dima B wag Eu
mmrimi f;f. 5 M@ }?@.m i:«?ﬁix ingion. Hr. AUBUET anads werox

t,;pim @»i & s:: m am, m,:m gw:mr aii»:‘wm; iﬁxﬁmu“f&

:La':w ».u an a ;332“;’5 a:&_ é“" BILign
ppokground anforsation oo GEORGL é?.&i:k’-f;’é.‘:

C 0 e, ARBART aleixd ke does uor deew (Io geis
lossiion of QEOGNDL FACHS.

21 Fute v e at o . Az
W T e : % i S a v s

S4s WILLIAM §. BOUK x S5 . and o
ety & i T . Date dictated
u‘sum@

M WL R FE R 5-,: . wv;,m p
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF I'NVES_TIGATION-

S/ /ER

LA BeLIaW 2’2;&%‘*3 7%, By COlavk 2% ihs Lindels
Apariment Woleld, IR desl Leal, «,i*;"' Ao, IRiinclis, W%
CGmE z&t’*i»ﬁﬁﬁ-‘:} at Gax g‘f‘w’@ of gaglaymaat. DEEPIED wag shiows
Y £ SOPY of Rsgistyeilicn Card Buwbaw 070, Sha sdvimod
thi é &mm Ma et By hor sad Lo parecy rogis E’.ﬁ"zg

£
the nase, The stvest, {'ém Lad & 8 5” sud EhEg

DUEPIRG stated ohe peonid the ingividenk
s, JIHE L. R%?NS 3:@;:&53%*»;::“, why can weh 3"‘*5‘ ‘i%
ferd, openphs ‘ '

DIERFR s Mg 1?:3
R XA A YR %'&'@5

Ly ROSRICH

Howmhay HEHEIAE

T

iﬁxﬁ. BoRPLI5 siated AOU &L Lhumy ux}m‘?f R ES

Eaghad o s&iimr T4 B .

. e, BESFIRS mady qwam&‘ & bodgey shaab
s oeRbar DS Tor Suaw, IHFET. SHet Ehows
185 was reniod o Jons ?xa, 1**‘ P andusnt for o
ﬁ,’u& a x‘m@m P A > 1 %rzv; iféi w«
53 w3 T.  Hym. D 0 wd v Aa ]
“mamg ﬁm’ﬂ o R me ,&;,
i $€fj‘ﬁmi¢"* ataisd TRis movman 6.%3
omat got Leekx his 3L sﬂf‘} Sy

.ﬁfﬁ.- f“”gyiﬁﬁ. Frated ahe procnllod &.h Ehe
sotod The § G CaRs Lo Tl @w« A @&%

CRFE, TUER WhoU DLUSIaa. TP P TORE LHiaE T

3% FAS 5 Paie

SeA 'y N o5 & G - 0y i s - >
EF BT RPGE RPN Y £ S KPR I P EAR ¥ : PR L

GORNER, Jr. smd

Date dictated o b o

3 TR : € IRt GEF
This documenf contains nenher recommenduflons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is locned to your agency:
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

~2/

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



=

,r"’G 4«3_111 4.

m;gn tha J?ﬁiﬁﬁi% ton Qard, h@ hni 0o Euhgmse. uamavwr, ,
when be walked around the wisdows on the oetside gu HO ia hxgﬂ
&paetment, sha raral eﬂ %q waa arrying a saztﬂam

O ar. nasﬂxus did mat Boe any&ne wath Er EaYNS and
oBla &1@ not’ know him to ‘BRve any visiters; howsves, his
'jngartmenﬁ is suntorad from tho rear of the ﬂvx,ding angd

S visiiors: wau;d nc& ama 9&&% the dé&k whore she Works.

: S NrE. “mﬁﬁiﬁq nﬂvlsaé raem lﬁg 18 & aaailtfaﬁm,wi
& ﬁmafi bad, chast of drawers, apd tuble. Thy. occupants af

o room 168 share & buth with ether r&gmews in th@ arﬁa.';u»

Hrs. ﬂnuﬁlﬁﬁ r@viawed thn 1edger 3naﬂt iar raam

- 405 for Jung, 1967, and detersmined Mr. RAYNS did nat make.

apy -leng distanse Fh‘ﬁﬂé salls or any phone cel 13 W] 1¢>\h wers e
mpcft&d on mhig laﬁgww ﬁhmet~;.' _ .
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o b s‘"_' } T C . v . . K RASMYE I o :
L FDB02 Rev. d1s-6ay . T T ‘ AR '

" FEDERAL BUREAU'OF iN\jESTQIjéAT'le Y

Dme ﬁapt swber 3, X’%ﬂ%
Mm. H&B“E mﬁ&m, mng*ar, l:iimt’.if\ﬂ A\mrtsxmt zmm, _
hﬁ«iéa Wmt, Lagsit, Chicago, Illineis, telephone’ ﬁimbar "o 4-~0800,
Cwns Antorviewid a‘t Yier ;:lzwr.z ot eomployment,.. CA’% A mna G
mmwa Emmgmm_-of Bl fallemng iLaééiv‘i &xmls~ T o

17';?;‘%2053599? L mﬁﬂf ﬁ’@ﬁ%nra‘L "%tsr@au M’ Invﬁmugane*z y
: '(FB!} z&n!}m *m&m & Lo RERENT, s o '

o emawg mzmx%m. 0L ﬂnm;@;* *zmsa?:s ; L
'“?&&ugs KAEL HA?, vﬁx Enmher &&aﬁéﬁ &

R :‘vmn’.w JOSERH. KU”%T&, ﬁhici@gﬁ mmcm mw»mm =
" IR Rumber 80181 L o S

"i[';_;"rfl‘";mam 1. Cﬁﬁ}‘%& rm I‘mmmr wws@ D

‘ Hr%. mﬁ&% w:ivmew maw eu. tixusa»
' mek@é gam‘:ii&x- to her. P - .

'm?, ﬁ’c&{i me, ‘wnﬁ, cami mmmr f;ri‘: - rard, e
T person oRmed JOUN L, RAYNE, mddross 2731 Horth
Chicage, Iilineis, checked inte room number 10U on June -
Sl 188%.  This san wks checked in by clesrk LOLA BALLARD,
R ’mm mgimwatfmm car& w mmd *‘mawﬁ o one| maﬁ‘” :

S Cwvs. Cmﬁm advmam sm was mt f.mi“& mv @M::x L
. r.m:: person named JOBX L. RAYES, whe siaysd in mm s
- s per the atove information. Ers. CARADR sdvised the
- #lerk, LOLA Mm. s%11) works at the Lincoln! Apartment
mml anﬁ :ma m’emmd, hm* mam*iﬁ@ zmm@ m il B@?’mﬁ

) - ‘Sirﬂ.. mﬁm& sxde ava@.lable mgiptmmﬁa e:ami
ﬁ?ﬁs £ t?xx. iﬂﬁﬁ;’f‘?iﬁ?iﬁg &g&ntﬁ. U : ‘

an ;“m!,,tga ___at rhwva, : t.?_ﬂ?{,_rfzgigg. ‘;':'ne-%e. I 44,

L %5 mﬁm aﬁ mmm e
o ‘bY - ii-—m ?”JF % BATA. L’;’fﬁ?’& B Dofe dlcfcted ¥ l 'f.‘;
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I SAC Cmcago

fmsaﬂ BUBEAU o; INVESQGATNDN
~ REPORT

ol thiee

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

LATENT FINGLRPRINT SECTION

| 5 veun 1'vn.1.' N\.w,.‘ 44‘1114 ‘ | — August 30 19P8 .
i l PILUILE NG L 44- 38861 R - o o . :
g 1.(\1'1"%'1‘ CASH NO 91075 B ‘

| . L

HLr ERENCE: Alrtel 8- 23 68

) x XAMINATION REQUESTED BY: Chlcago R

| sEcmEs: Eight payroll checks of Indian Trail Restaurant Inc ,
-Q398 through Q405 '

Employee s Wlthholdmg Exemptlon Cert1f1cate, Q406-~ o

Spec1mens -examined and one latent fmgerprm of value _
developed on check, Q404 :

See a.ttached page for result of comparlson
Spec1mens enclosed
l,abopatory report sepazfate'.

Enc. (9)
2 - Memphls (44 1987)

THIS REBORT 1S FURNISHED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
gt
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| Your Filé No. . "44 1114 - August 30, 18
FBI File No. - < 44-38861 .. = .. .
Latent Case No. 91075

RE: -JAME;S ‘EA'RL_‘ RAY FB_i #4.05'9'4263 ‘_"

The latent prmt developed on the check #528e
1s 1dent1ca1 w1th the r1ght thumbprmt of James Earl Ray.

The check is enclosed

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- peport

"’ J__u__ LABORA'I‘OR'!. A

Fﬂbfﬁﬂl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
‘ WASHlNGTON, D. C. 20535

~re pBI, Memphis (44 1987) - . _[vEZTHhh§°Pt3gbqg'gi*1ées“

'?Bw MURKIN - 00 ueel o Di6R0826086 JK
CLUER s e D-680826161 JK

:S'pecxmena rec#lved 8/2 ,68 : from FBI Chicago

Eight payroll. checks ‘of Indian Trail Festnurant, Inc payable
- to JOHN RAYNS or JOHN L. RAYNS further. described as ﬁollows

SPECIMBH NUMBER L DATE } AMOUNT;fj ,.

'Q398.~*t‘fj 4838 .5/7/67 884,89
. .Q389 . . 4913 - 5714767 . 84.89
©. Q400 - 4987 5/21/67  84.89
Q401 - - . 5058 5/28/67 84,89
Q402 . 5130 . 6/4/67 - 89.63 .-
. -Q403 7 .. 5209 . 6/11/67  89.63
Q404 - . 5283 . 6/18/67 95,19
Q405 . 8387 6/25/67 . 77.53 -

'Q406 ‘Employee's: Withholding Bxemption Certificate da
..+ May ‘10, 1967, bearing Social Security Number |
and signed "John L. Rayns _

Al~f”Spe¢imens receivod 8/26/63 from FBI, :Chiéago-

Q407 Sheot fron rooming house 1edger page 13 bearing.on " ‘ -

.. .. line 24 the signature *John Larry Rayms*' : »

- -Q498, Reglstration eard, No. 8075 dated 6/18/67,'bearingfthb .
- slgnature “John L. Rayns™” . S

| 'Result of exnmination.‘u

' - It was- concludnd that JAMBS WARL RAY, K171 K211 and
, k&S? proparod the questioned Rayms 'signature on Q407; |the quas -
© tioned handwriting on Q408 and the quastioned hundwrltlng and
- hand printing on. 84 - A¥though significant similarities were
. noted in the endorsements on (398 through 0405 o&cent the

‘Page 1 tcbntinuad on next pgg@]
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" ‘endorsements: precluded a definite determination as to

‘wendorsement on 0403 when compared w1th the krnown wrlt
of RAY, the presence of unexplainéd variations, insuff
comparable material and distortion in some of the ques

ﬁRAY prepared the. endorsements on, 0398 through 0405

1

CL The endorsement on- 0403 is too distorted . f01
-comparlson purposes., Although some 51milaritles were.

ings
icient
tioned
whether

noted in

the date on line 24 on 0407 beside the Rayms signature when

"compared with the .comparable writing of RAY, the limit

ed "and over-

written nature. of this date precluded a: definite determinatlonl

 as to whether RAY prepared this date,

1

remurned to Chicago separately

Page 2 : s
- D- 680826101 Jh L e

g : 0395 through Q408 have been photograph d}anc v

I will be
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®

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

' Springfield I1linois
In Reply, Please Refer to : wPr b e -
File No, eerte S July 18, 1977

A’ ASSINATION OF MARTI N LUTHER KING, JR.

On June 21, 1977, Kent Collinsg, Newscaster, KHQA
TV, Quincy, Illinois, advised that on night of Jung 20,
1977, Jerry Ray, the brother of James Earl Ray, contacted
KHQA ~ TV and wanted to be interviewed concerning James
FEarl Rav. :

Jerzy Ray advised that he has been employed as
- a greens keeper at a country club in subsurban Chidago,
" Illinois area. However, Jervy Ray has lost his jobs due . .
to Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) pregsure after
Jerry Ray stated that thz country club alsoe. employs a number N
of illegal aliens and the_cmunn:y‘club did not want Federal B
- authorities messing around the country club. i
, j%;

Jerry Ray stated James Barl Ray. does not |want [
to go to a Federal prison because Justice Departmenit people
will see that James DBarl Ray is never heard of again. :

i oontact
s and

J
S

~$ Ty
L

<

!-

{ou Comnittee on assassinai
rei] /72;1‘):1 3 "’3 t}l.ou Ld,g.zse‘.] tO ‘V\!

James FEarl Ray's escape and

_ ted buct uohkv Ray has Dbeoey
with @

L'?S.C
Thi

&

0D rhtg

s

i
lter Fanteroy.
ec"ptzre.

b Rre e B
Gyt

D 0 O
ri‘

0 &

James Ray claimed that a busdiness b*rd was found
in the car James Barl Ray drove in Memphis at the time of
the assassination of ¥ing. Thlo cura D&’Oﬂgg'bO an individual
who also had the use of the ca? and it has been established

This docurent contains neitheér recommendations nor ccncTu510ns;
of the PRI. It ig. the property of the FBI and is Loaned

to your agency; it and its contents are not to be| distributed
outside your agency
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' Agency.  Je

! ’ S

- ABSB QSINAHLGN Ol
KZMG; JM. ) o .

rry Ray . claimed his. brother, James Barl navy“-
was+-set up doncerning King's: assassination and tha hezo‘
is a withess who was four blocks away &t the . tima: f inq g
d@&Tb wha mn~verify Ray could ot have killed Ki

that this- @ s nzﬁasjéannectédiw1th benvvpl intell gcnbﬁ
T
L

y Ray saw Jach¢ na~l Ray & few may ( efore
tnat LﬂmL JumCS Larl Ray was ver" esp@nﬂgn%

i
ot .want i Ot 'e Fe oerdl Pa!
cis. He & 1 ;",t at one. time . '3£or r Fe
fed to Qléﬁ - La;l Ray. in the Federal

ngfisid, Missouri, in auremo 0 keep

talking.

S " The quncv heIde“Wﬂig, Qulncj,,11A170
“June2i, 1977, contained- the iDLLOWJDﬁ azcl_le CONCE
an interview by Jerry. Ray: LT - »
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I
. By PAUL COLGAN

James Earl Ray was despon-.

dent over reports the House As-
s¢ssination Committee was to
b+ -disbanded when he tried to
escape from a Tennessee
prison eariler this month, his
younger brother, Jerry, said in
Quincy Monday.

Jerry, 4l, who lost his job as
a nightwatchman at a couniry
club near Chicago last week
because of the attention his
brother’'s escape brought, was
in Quincy to visit his sister at a
nursing home.

Both Rays lived in Quincy for
a time in their youth.

Jerry talked about his
brother in a two-hour inter-
view. The following is a portion
of that interview.

Jerry Ray szid his brother
coxsidered the Congressional

investigation his last hope tobe .

ex)nerated in connection with
the 1957 Martin Luther King
slaying.

Jerry Ray maintained that
his brother was innocent oi the
killing and was ‘‘set-un” by
others to take the blame.

“He was depressed because
he knew they had a thing un-
derway to discredit the assas-
sination committee and try to
abolish it,”" Jerry Ray ex-
plained.

* Jerry had talked with James
on the Sunday before June 10
when James and six fellow
prisonears scaled the wall of L'ne
Brushy Mountain State Priso

in Petros, Tenn.

‘He toid me ‘that's the only
tiope I've got left,’ " Jerry Ray
explained. “He said ‘if they
abolish the committee, I'll just
h'"o o get out some other

Swayt
At the :mextdd.n hi
what he meant,’ sa'a
\ew Yook Times 'rtmc abou
troubie in, the committe an

me,
A
ut
d

ﬁﬂfﬁ@ﬁ@

moves to abolish it pubhshed a
couple of weeks before his es-
cape was the cause of James’
depression, according to Jerry
Ray.

“The New York Times ar-
ticle set him off," Jerry Ray
said.

James Earl Rav has ex-
hausted nearly every legal
avenue he had, including a
review by the U. S. Supreme
Court. in attempts to have ais
case retried. Ray had pleaded
guiity to the killing in return
for a life sentence instead of
death in 1562 for the King kill-
ing.

Later, after he was
sentenced, Ray began to talk of
a conspiracy and that he had
not acted alone in the killing

Now his brother Jerry mam~
tains that James had nothma; to
do with the kiiling but rather
was used as a “‘set-up guy’ ‘o
take the blame for the kiliing.

“He has witnesses to prove
he was at a service station four
blocks away,” ai the time of
the assassination, Jerry
claimed.

“The only evidence they
could use against him was that
he had his fingerprints on the
rifle,”” Jerry Ray said. He
claimed James bought the rifle
but didn’t shoot it.

A rifle found after the King
shooting in Memphis, which is
believed to be the murder
weapon, had James Earl Ray's
fingerprints on it.

Because he believes his
brother innocent, Jerry szid he
feared for his brother during
the escape, thinking that oiher
involved in the coaspiracy
might have arranged the es-
cape to kili him. "There was
sometning sirenge about it

JJerry said.

“& lot of people would like to
see him dead,” Jerry added.

3
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“1 don't know it he was
tricked out or if it was a legal
escape.” Jerry Ray explained.
“The reason I thouzm he nught
have been tricked out was
because so many guvs ‘vent
and he never did cperate’that
way before. Before every time
he escaped it was by himself.
And this time they had seven of
ther: that took ¢ff so I figured
there might Lave been some
trickery going on.”

Jerry Ray said he didn't
believe his brother pianned the
escape.

“The guys he hung around
with, they didn't escape with
him.”

Jerry said he has not talked
with his brether since the es-
cape because James is being
held in solitary confinement
for 30 days after the escape.

But ,,rison oificials con-
tradict Jerry's version. séying
it was a well-planned esrape
complete with a diversicn to
draw zitention away front the
secluded section of the walled
prison vhere James Ray and
his comrades used a pipe lad- .
der to climb a wail and escape.

Ray was ca ptnred four days -

later ‘.Admg under a pile of
leaves in the wocded moun-
tains surrounding the prison.
Brushy Mountzin was con-
sidered escape precf but Ray
had abways contended he could
escape from any pricon. He had
been on the run from an escape
from Jeiferson City prison in
Missouri when he became in-

-voived in the King assassina-

tion.

Also, Jerry Rav claims that
the federal officiais did not
want .a Coagressional in-
vestigationinto the King asjas-
sinatica and that tze FBI and -
CIA were trying tw stop Ray
from talking.

Jerry claimed the name of a




man on a card James had.at

_ the time of the assassination,
“-ard given him by the
" mysterious “‘Raoul” who Fay
chiims planned the assassiha-
ticn, has been traced to the
CIA.

Jerry said that James

believes the Congressional in-

. quiry is his “last hope” in get-
ting to the truth in the events
surrounding the- assassination
of King.

Because of this, Jerry said
James has been extremely
cooperative with the panel giv-
ing them all the information he
has, including the name on the
card and some phone numbers
given to him by “Raoul.”

‘““He has given them every bit
of information he knows," Jer-
ry said. -

Jerry said he is constantly
besieged by reporters and FBI
men. “You just kind of live
with it,”" he says.

He was working as a
nightwatchman at a.country
cluy near Chicago for the last
four vears, but when the FBI
and reporters came looking for
him, the club asked hira to
leave.

Bl
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TO: . DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) o '““'f’ 5
. th.qp-uu‘{-‘#!*”g’
FROM:  SAC, ,SPRINGFIELD (44-561) e g
[RE
SUBJECT: MURKIN 32
i B o s A

Re|Springfield airtel to the Bureau dated 6/23/77,
captioned “JAMES EARL RAY, Aka, ET AL, UPAC - ESCAPE".

Enclosed herewith for is the original and four .
copies of an LHM in captioned matter.

e

Enclosed for Chicago are two copies of LHM Chicago
should disseminate information to Immigration and Naturaliz.;tlon
Service locallv.

e
| &L“Ibﬂ_l“; W A u\'ﬂ

2 ~ Bureau (44-38861) (Encls. i)

(2> Chicago |(Encls. 2)<p e )
1 - Springfield (44-561) d-bs 4y ///"/‘

SEARCHED! INDEXED /X5 ./

' SERIALIZEY, M FILED < LA

EAS/bbs : ; ?i =) i

) : ‘ L e
(5) . i

JUL 20 1977
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7/18/77 -

TO: | DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: | SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

‘|, Re Springfield airtel to the Bureau dated 6/23/77,
captioned "JAMES EARL RAY, Aka, ET AL, UFAC - ESCAPE". -

’

- . }1 Enclosed herewith for is the original and four
copies|of an LAM in captioned matter.

i

A . Enclosed for Chicago are two copies of LHM. Chicago -
‘shculd%disseminate information to Immigration and Naturalization

Service locally.

¢

R : o ‘ L/ A/ oS 70
- Bugeau (44-38861) (Encls. 5) . f— 7/4; /Qoe%f n
2~ Chicago (Encls. 2)of ‘ . SeArcHED >, woEXERar )
© 1~ Springfield (44-561) , ‘ ' “&%ﬂ$%ﬁffﬂ@/?$FTr—
. _ ‘ ) ) "/ S TR
EAS/bbeg L - JUL 201977
{5) A :

FRILCHICAGO waey
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