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MEMPHIS—THe rifle be-
‘lieved to have been used to
slay Dr. Martin Luther King-
g r. was purchased in Birming-.

am,: Ala.,, it was- learnedr
‘Wednisday
‘ The" Federal Bureau of In-
vestigatibn ~refused to. com-.
‘ment, buf informants said FBI
agents traced the rifle through
its serial number to a store in:
Blrmmgham and that it wag’
purchased new over the:count- |
er-a few days before the slay-
ing here last Thursday. |

‘Tested By FBI
been

. Thd weapon, which h: :
underpoing tests at th FBIL :

1abor{tory in Washingfpn is
“a Remington 30.06 pump~ ctmn
rifle with a telescopic sight.
It -fires the same -bullet as
the Army’s M-I rifle. ‘
" Results of the laboratory
tests have not been disclosed.
It could not be detérmined
whether the telescopic sight
- also was ‘obtained in the Birm-
ingham ‘store -or whether the.
‘purchaser left any information
about his identity. =
~ Authorities also have traced .
binoculars left near the scene
of thef “assassination by the
, Suspec d slayer. : binocu-{:
lars, i :was- learned §Wednes-

-day,

re purchased fat York yy

the  binoculars®

entrance by a man who was

seen leaving a few minutes |

after the slaying.

The binoculars. were pur-|i
chased on the afternoon of the
slaying and the clerk who

sold’ them has beén inter- fl
viewed several times by |l

Memphis police and the FBL.

* If the man who purchased |’
the rifle in Birmingham and |
' the man who bought the binoc- |
 ylars in Memphis is the same

person who “fled from the
 rooming house, then at least

four persons have seen his ‘

face
~ Seen By Tenamt

. Besides the sales clerks, the
‘others Mrs. Bessie Brew-
ler, thej landlady who rented
an $8.§-a-week room t0 the
suspectt and ~Charlie F gh
Stephens, one of her tenantf.

Mrs. Brewer and -Step ens»
were questioned again’ les-

day by FBI agents and shown
a drawing of the suspect de-
veloped by the FBI from de-
scriptions.

‘Stephens told ‘the Los An-
geles Times Wednesday that
the drawing did not resemble
‘the- fugitive: and. was much

membered -Mrs. Brewer

Arms Co., a sportin go0ds { -ERY

['store located about six blocks{:,

from the -rundown - Toomin
heuse where the slayer set u_
h: ,

- [ T rifle and a rectangfilar
_j blue} leatherette case -conjain-
 C. Chriss fing
" "Jdropped on- the sidewalk a few{ jong
| feet from the rooming house ‘; 51

were).

”‘-?."I't' wasﬁ"t the face 1 \tfe;
- called,” _Stephens-said. :

.younger than the man he Te- |
said

- Poligg Description =
d 3 B
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i Sevepa] thnésses at Jim’'s:
‘Grill, -next to the reoming
hou' have reported seeing a’

“and that they noticed it was
gone shortly after 6 p.m. But
' none of them saw the suspect.
_'The auto has not been di-
| rectly Jlinked. to: the ag

¢ -King “Jr.: A Mex1co (o
" police - arhs’r made

“by the FBI (UPI)
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Daily News Wire Services
RMINGHAM,  Ala. —-A~
boardmg ‘house - -owner said
Monday he ‘had mdennﬁed a-
drawing of a“man- soughtin
[the: slayitig of the: Rev. Dr .
Martin Luther : ng Jr. asta
roomer known by the name. .
Eric Galt. - . o

jresponded to his’ request that
it-relegsed him from a secrecy
‘pledge

“said FBi a 'nts

showed Him - drawings: about

last We esday, or twd. days |

before a car registered in the |

name of Eric Starvo Galt was |-
_ fuund, abandoned in Atlanta.

; The .car, a white - Mustang
w1th an Alabama license tag,
‘matched the description of a
‘car seen leaving the assassi-
nation  stene in Mémphis,
Tenn., where Dr. King was
.shot Apml4

Cherpes was shown g
ipaper arj | o
: assasmn

_the explanation that ® had

‘™ Galt rented a room from

“tofa man’s fac
i abgut the nam

[ sdme name OF SIMIlar hames
y from Virginia -to Florida and
sifting -dogzens -of ‘stores
‘and busines§es in Birmingham
for clues t the mlssL 3 man. |
The FBI{last Frida¥ issued |

a “locate and notify”’ fli
for Galt in Florida: &t
‘the time the white' Mustang
was being impounded in At-;
lanta. The ‘alert was. with-
drawn four hours later with

been erroneous.

| Since-then, the FBI has de:
| clined to s’ay' anything -about |
' Galt.” There was no warrant |-
. for . Galt, the FBI said last
w Fmday

’hun Cherpes said, last fall, at
jabout the time the hunted man |
obtained an Alabama drlver s
license.

He also purchased with cash
a white Mustang from a Birms
ingham car salesman He list-
‘ed his occupation as merchant
seaman, unemployed.

THE POSSIBILITY has been
ralsed that the: m ;slterlous

id 4 Birmingham creatmg a false i

identity, . .. —
Federal agents have s
Blrmmgham showing:
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pphed for a dh—
,.Galt listed . his
n as “merchant seas |-
‘The appIx—

July 20, 1931 and his deschp- cds, state birth records, Sta er
tion as 51, 175 pounds, blue tax records, credit records. =
‘eyes and brown hair—the same '
general description as. that. of mTlllle ‘-"}(ly Ghalt in the B“m'f
A man"seen’ flééing a Mem: | [080am tgiepnone
phis rooming house after the
: slaymg
WHO IS Enc Staryo Galt’v’ structor a Mﬂes College, a
“ y memory of Him is'so | predominantly | Negro private:
-dim,} said Charles Jafk Davis, j school.
726, tile company femploye | “We don’t know ~a thing
who has a room in tHe board-l. ¢ . £
ing Wbuse where Galt lived at aboy fhls person,” tis”wife

some time in the past year. | said:

“I don’t guess there’s any| Ha ly anyone
such thing as a typical per-{S€€ms..
son,” Davis went on. The best -
he could recall was that Galt’s
general -description ,was| ‘-
“brown hair ‘and. blue eyes,
about 5-11,¢ =~ : '

oes, it

d. Hill Hardy, who
works%he 3 p.m. to 1k30 shift
-at a paper ‘plant, said he had
lived "at. the stucco rooming |
house since ‘it opened last
 September.. But he "didn’t re-
member ever seeing-Galt. , :
Other ‘boarders were unable

to remember much . if any-
thing about the marf'who had
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Monday that he bad
" - e titied for FBI agents ‘two
“sketches of a man knowh to-
‘him as Eric Starvo Galt,
~whose name has become in-
“yolved in the investigation of
the slaying of Dr. Martin -
Luther King Jr. in Memphis.
Dr. King was slain by a-
sniper on April 4.

Peter N. Cherpes, 72, speak-
ing to newsmen only after ob-
“taining permission from the
"FBI to break a secrecy pledge,
said he identified Galt last
Tuesday or Wednesday from
drawings—one profile ‘and one
full face—as the man who
boarded at his place for six
weeks, from Aug. 26, 1967 to
Oct. 7 ,1967. .

Cherpes also said that Galt
had received a package and
a letter from Chicago during/
his stay at the boarding
house. But it was not known
whether the mail was- ‘con:
nected with the investigation.

= . Similar Sketches

Cherpes told reporters the

_prof§le sketch was Bimilar . to

" | the day after the shooting. -

'|a car during his stay at the

de y boardinghouset keeper |-

- Cherpes said Gal had - S

dress .as: Pascagoula, ‘Miss.,
-and he said he planneq to-stay

three or four months. "~

“He told me,” said Cherpes,
“that he was on a vacation. 1
_thought that fhree or four.|-
months was an unusually long }
vacation ‘and I asked him | §
about it. ) :
‘ said he had. béen ork- ||
mg ully hard and n dé:dj
a lodg rest,” Cheipes [said
Chérpes said Galt told him
when he registered that he.
had been working at- Ingalls
| Shipbuilding Corp. in Pasce- |
goula.. :

In Pascagoula, a spokesman
for Ingalls said company rec- |
ords show that no one by the
name of Galt has been em-
ployed there. -

Carefully Probed

He said it was ‘possible that
someone in a minor job, such
as a sweeper, could be em-.
ployed under a ficticious name,
But a majority of the ship-

onefdrawn by a]Memphis
newppaper artist, With help
‘fron} an eyewitness. ¥ '
Galt’s name entered the
case last Thursday when the
FBI office in Miami put out a
“Jocate and notify” bulletin-on
him over. Florida police com- |
munication facilities.. The but-
letin: was c¢anceled a few hours
VA
later w1thout explanation,

- , Thursday efening, a |
whitg Mustang s}mﬂ r to one |

yard’s employes are carefully
investigated for secum/cy\rea-
sons; - he said. :

The spokesman saxd the

FBI' has -checked - company
personnel records - and- photo-
graphs of employes.

- Galt stayed only. six weeks
Cherpes said, and gave. no. ex—
_planation when he left. =~

';1 Sy o
Rrrived for Galt from
Cherpes said; but" was

ecause there was 10 fo ward-

ng address.

The Birmingham post offlce :
could give no forwardmg ad-| |

dress for Galt.

Cherpes said he- would have'
estimated Galt’s age-at from.
+25 to-30. Galt’s driver’s k-
ense, issued i Blrmmgham
st Sept. 6, listed him at 36
d. described him as being 5 |

t 11, 175 pounds, with, | brown

hair and blue eyes.

Cherpes recalled” ‘th Galt
-never -had ‘any- callers dunng
his stay = nor. a.ny te phofie -

calls.
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¢  Daily News Wire ‘Ser/{:ices

le
BIRMINGHAM Ala. —Enc

v Starvo Galt, the mystery man

in the FBI’s investigation of |;

the slaying of the Rev,.Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., re-
ceived a-package mailed from
Chicago while ‘he lived at” a
. Bitmingham rooming house.

Peter Nicholas Cherpes, 72,

manafer of the rooming house,-
.said Qalt received the prepaid
package last September. It;
weightd about 25 pounds and!

-was about two feet ng and a
foot  wide, Cherpes :

The next day, G % told the |

-landlord he had received the
wrong package and was . re-
; turning it. “About a half hour
*later,” Cherpes said, “I saw ,

ium carrying the box to hlsi

af Galt’s reglstratlon card in
his ‘files. He found the card
then, but last week, when FBI
agents tracked Galt to the
rooming house, Cherpes . said
the registration card was miss-
ng. - T
CHERPES told newsmen
Monday that an artist’s con-
ception jof. the man wanted in

1t seems likely ¢
 name ‘Galt was an claborate«
ly devised alias.- The man
cannot be traced before he:

last Aug. 26 or after his aban-
'by the FBI l1ast. week in At

'lanfa. And 'his ‘wheréabouts
petween Oct. 7, when he left

took a room in Blrmmgham )

doned - auto was -impounded:

Galt “was:above the ‘average

‘| roomer i dress;’ talky and, ap~
: pearance,” Cherpes ald, “He,

: pleasant and I never knew of
~him drin

“He dldn’t say much about
his family - affairs, only that
he ‘wasdivorced. : He. - only
talked about ‘the . weather,
never about politics or raciak
problems.”

“He said: Galt asked him
shortly after he -moved into
the boarding house t0-go with
him downtown to: take a driv-
ver's test.

“He was a new man to Ala-
d to Blrmmgham
¥Chet-

‘had asked for my reco men-
dation,  I. would have .investi-
gated him more closely.”

CHICAGO DAILY NEWS

CI'ICABO,

ILLINOIS

Mol - S

i

| IN OCTOBER, Cherpes said, | the rooming house, and the DATE :

- Galt paid a week's rent in ad-| day his car Was'seized al'so .

vapce and left saying he was | are-a mystery. - . PACF = J COL: &
g o Moble o ok 610 | g car s the dsepon

i ! em- .

 return, but was expecting a let- ;fmgneﬂ;g:ul;wﬁga ﬁe wmff; FDITION: BLUE STRTAK
ter from Chicago ‘and wanted I g0 "¢oiai- shot was :fxred at Dr‘f

him to hold it until Galt found King April 4. " FDITOR: ROY M. TISIFR

Lanew res:,dence Cherpes said |
: never saw Galt agaim/ -
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- ber, ‘Galt received’ 2 ‘prepaid
¢ package in the mail from" Chi-
. cago. He said it was about 2
¢ feef, long and 1 foot wide.
. Cheppes said Galt told him the |
+ negj-day that:it was the wrong
. mé&chandise’ and
¢ plapned to send it hag}. ‘
“About- half an hounglater 11 i
. osaw hlm carrying thefbox to— h

* his ecar,’ B a

i

Chlcago Package

[Fro/m Trxhune Wire Services]

Blrmmgham Ala., April 15— when::
A'rooming house owner said. last week;, Cherpes smd;, it was

-today- he has identified a draw-

ing of a man as that of a room-
er known to h1m as “Eric . talk after the FBI responded to’

Aprii‘

|
4

Cherpes saxd Galt stayed at
his rooming house from Aug.
26.t0 Oct. 7 last year. .

Gets Prepaid Package '
He said that during Septem-

R&Véﬁls ‘He Received

et ot ot = v op e P e aen e nm s+ &rme

ihe: a secrecy pledge. He said the
- FBI . showed him the drawing
r ' ‘last Wednesday, two days be-

* to Eric Starvo Galt was found
| abandoned in Atlanta.

“{ with the same name or similar
71 names in several states, includ-
I ing: Virginia,

Cherpes said.

[t Chicago, Marlin Johnson, be
i Federal Bureau. of Investzgatzon‘

agent-in-charge, refused .com-

ment Chzcago posta,l aﬁwzal
-.by

»
"I summer. They pointed out
: ﬁ it is virtually. impos

thpt he3 assassinated.

Cherpes ‘said it appeared 1o
him the letter contamed A
check.

When lie received the’ letter,,
Cherpes gsaid, he wentfto . his-|.
file to Jgok for Galt’s
tion cafd and found,
*agénfs ¢amd {0’ him:

missing.
Cherpes said he consented to

his request to be réleased from

fore 4 white Mustang registered

‘The man known as Galt has |

_ing search by FBI agents, who
have .been contacting “persons

Alabama, . and
.Florida and sifting thru dOZens
of stores and businesses ‘in
-Birmingham for- clews. to- the
missing man.

. "Hint Contrived Identlty‘ S

Meanwhlle, there ‘were hints
that “Galt” never actually
existed, but was a carefully
contrived identity: created
months before Dr. ng WaS

Authorities in At]anta ] i

‘mij !
r them in their mvestiga-

. It .Was ‘learned that i mves :
tors have been unable to tra
Galt’s -existence - beyond -

sible 4
persgn 0 Ieave 50 fow ]
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' have stated they ;
hlm for three 1

March 1, mvestlgators said,

" Hint Sluppmg Link

Ofﬁcxals _have - shied awéy
from any discussion of Galt. ex-
cept to say. that 1o ,warrant has

the Seafarers Inbernatl ;
ion, and the United States’ ‘coast
guard ‘have been checked thru-
‘out-the nation, but no-registra-~
tion’ with * hlS name has been
found. V: T
Because of {he number of s¢ g

{/ r’/
5 s

‘CHICAGO SUNDAY TRIBUNE

]ust as. mystenousl ‘
quest was wrthdrawn five hours : agents, may;:hi ec)
later that day in Dade county, | 'aid from . HIinbi§ po
Fla. By Friday, it. was estab- ineeded, No new 1 0
lished thafy the aqto had been { D
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walk awady ‘at §: 30 a. »
" 8, '12 hours after i

s

C)Yy-1tr4-7 l
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t$700mthree months on

- The managers of a dancing

school and a bartending school

told newsmen they- identified a

former pupll as “Galt, ‘who is

wanted - in thé slaymg of Dr.

Martin Luther ng Jt. on Apnl

4 m‘MemphlsL i :

'—7 “FBI Clrcula%e Photo
Rod Arvidson, 46, ‘general
manager of Natxoxml ‘Dance

Studios, said he -notified 'the

&'BI Saturday after recognizing

$alt from a composite drawmg

% anewspaper. =

3“He's certainly no vl

“Arvidson said. -“He had tfouble

coordinating * one foot  with

another.”

_ A photo of Galt clrculated by

‘the FBI was. obtained Tuesday

from. the ;[nternamonal School

of Bartenﬂmg, the; school’
director  said. - The. d‘irector,

Tomas Reyes Lau, said a man

called Eric S. Gaft was - gradu-

,ated from: the Honywood school

March 2 after an excellent

record in a $225 four-week

course, which he attended'

Saturday mornings and Sunday
afternoons N

Fidgety Manner

Galt’s application listed - his :
address as Hollywood and -his

“birthdate as July 30, 1931, and
s;ated he was_ single. The FBI
‘in Washington said: the wan’oed
1 man: Was 36.
L - Asagstudent oj bartendmg
a 1l;1g, not émly Lau and

' dancing and bartending lessens; |
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y David Larsen:
A Times Special. . 'f}
WOOD—Erlc Starvo1

murder -of Dr.’
Martin Luther
King Jr., em-
erged  THurs:
day as: ‘
"A fervient
supporter® of
the . presiden-
tial bid of}
: . former . Al
ERIC" STARVO . abama 'Gov.
. GAT - George C.
-Wallace. . :

‘An anti-Negro who once. got

into a wild argument at af

Hollywood cocktail, lounge
with a girl who defended Ne-
groes.

A man who made at least
one mysterious trip- in recent
- months to New Orleans, a fact
which appears to:be of great
mterest to the FBI.

" A steady deinker, altdrnate-
ly. moody. and.contenti§us in
pubhc

Thi§ picture came fo fo-
cus as the result of a series
of efclusive . interviews con-
by the Los Angeles |
- with persons who |
I alt when he lived here.

A songwriter ' whom Galt
drove to New- Orleans -and

‘back in a white Mustang - in"{
Becember -said. he had. a| W
5 impressxon thet .the [ his
was not - usmg his :

: June pritary ballot.

names _he reportedly used”’b

Stein said his sister, tha,
had " made the arrangements

lotinge, she had let
known that her two children
had - to return soon. from her
sistér’s home in New- Orleans
Galt said he would be going.

there and agreedsto tgke Stein-
along to fetch the cliildren if
Stein :fd sign upffor Wal-
lace

ext day, -Stein - said,
Galt cked him up at ‘the
sister’s home and drove him

to Wallace headquarters.
"‘I- thought he was some

kmd f polmclan,” Stein- re-.

they pll knew him.” - 1
. Robert-Walters, campaigncg-:
‘ordinator for Wallace “in 'Cal,-"
fornia, disputed thlS
~ “We checked all of our name 4
files “here—particularly those |
from the North Hollywood of-
fice—and found nothing under
the name of Galt or the other |

Walters said.

Stein said = that after he
had registered ‘for Wallace’s
. American ‘Independent Party,
he and Galt departed for Newj
Orleans. ‘
Galt 1d not disclose why he,’
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‘ also temarked #hat he liked
‘ to hunt Stem saxd

j,'fth.’:ﬂ: the ‘Same Creator made

*'veverybody and that color is

“just - ‘incidental. He said Galt
‘was noncommv;al -

' Stein said he. beheves the
suspect made &~ subsequent
trip to New Orleans.

- I heard he was asking peo-
ple if they wanted him to drop
‘anything off while he was
“down there,” Stein said. -
“"Steinsaid FBI agents have

{-ery §ay, showing great interest
in .the suspécfs activities -in
New? Orleans,
ever,. that he ng
their separate ways while .in

what his compamon was up tof
" At the time of the trip; Galt

apartment, Residents there
‘gither did not know or : re- |
mamed tight- lipped: about him.

. ying. . :
‘nightly patron. He §ould come | - 5 wonte saud Galt oﬁ

! der the. first of several screw- :

! that ‘Galt often got into argu-

‘beef visiting hini - almost ev-+

that city, and he had.no idea ||

‘was starving in a Los Angeles .

However, Galt. subsequently; ’

" “He’s the man
,*_according - to bartender ‘the. bartender quotéd G
Bo DelMante, Ggit was “a | gy -

matamundsp.m,perchon

a stool near the door, and or-  tried  to -begin a. conversatlgnu

’[thh a Negro girl, but
walked away from him.:.
Nobody interviewed -at
. Rabbits Foot Club remem- ‘
"bered Galt, giving his hame. In
fact, nobody ‘realized who ‘e
was. until his. plcture appearedv
in newspapers on Thursday,

drivers (vodka and orange
Jmce)

Adele Lewis, who was work- |
ing there at the time, recalled |

| ments when he tried to’ stnke
-up conversations. ~
“H one asked if ke

¢..4 caused |
¢ § tion,
“§ here,”
“When

‘.‘Huli you think you 're too
-go0d,” Galt bristled, accord-
‘ ing to Miss Lewis.

- But the thing everybody at |
thejRabbxts Foot Club remem-

ek most about Galt is de big [
dispute he got into.
im Morrison, who wis the

bartender that night, recalled-
| that Galt was talking with a
young woman named Pattie,
Somehow the conversation
turned to Negroes; and she de-
clared them to be “good peo-
ple »”

-Suddenly, Galt began drag-
ging her by the arm toward
the door.. -

“I'll drop you otf m Watts

""'}' e \%

 tomer Wwho had been dating the |
i girl followed -the pair outs‘ae, ‘
and Galt fled.” ™ % 7

: A ‘short time later, acco q-
ing to Del Monte, a Negro- was'

struck in the"hea ﬁyi
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19. The apphcaﬂon listed a- Hollywood hoiel as- hls home address and - prevmus work a}f
ary as “$50 00.” (AP) 7 ) (ofe
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- BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (UPI)

~FBI ‘sources. indicated | other co - Conspirator in- the

Thursday that -informa-
-tion. from- an'-alleged conspir-

Luther ng JIr.

spokesman in|
Washmgton ‘said-“the FBI has |
flo one-in custody in connec-
tion with Dr. King’s slaying,”
but: another 'source- indicated
the” FBI was either in com-
munication with or question-.

ing -the “alleged brother’* of |’

Eric Galt. The brother. has
not been charged

After -Galt Dought -a rifle
from a -sporting goods store
here. March 29, sources said,
he took it to the “alleged
brother” who was quoted as
saying' the ..243 Remington
rifle was ‘“dot- the gun we
need.” . Galt returned to the |
sperting goods store -and
swapped the. first: rifle for a
3006 Remington pump action
rifle on March 30, sources
close to-the investigation said.

Tests Kept Secret -

The FBI has refused to say
what ballistics tests on t-
-wea o1, found near the M

v Wy

FBI agents beheved at one
point Wednésday that they
- had tracked, Galt down. Some-
where in California, sources
close to the 1nvest1gat10n dis-
;closed Thursday. )

'Ihe tip reportedly came from

- crime.” -

killing.
It apparently was because

e “assassination of fof the expected impending

arrest that authorities ob-

tained a first-degree murder

‘warrant against Galt, and also

a federal warrant charging

| him_ with- conspiracy.

Where in California author-

ities ‘expected to make the at-

rest was mot disclosed, but
Galt is known to have spent

time in the Los Angeles area,
Txp Believed Wrong
Sources - said that the tip
was.wraong, or that Galt—if he
is in California — eluded au-

thorities. - -
_ Galt was charged Wednes-

'day. on a federal warrant

Signed by FBI- agent Joseph
H. Gamble and U.S. Comr.

Mildred F. Sprague with con-

spiracy to violate the civil
rights of Dr. King. ’

All copies of thé warrants
from the charge were in FBI|

hands and not being released
publicly. The complaint. from
which the warrant was drawn
said the charge was based in
part on “identification’ fof the
gun used by defendant4(Galt)
found at the scene.pf the

" Thousands  of ’
white wanted posters - were

distributed throughout the na- |

tion Thursday - describing Galt
as “extremely dangerous,”

listing his aliases “as John |pa

Willard: and - Harvey Lowm
er, and carrymg tbe FB

the “alleged brother” or some |

‘Memphis police were known'to

“el ‘Motel in ‘that ;city'that'a -
‘man registered as -Eric S. .

‘the FBI pictm:e and send

black-and- |

special émergency..phone f .
number in Washington; NA & f<
7117, for persons to call thh )
information.
Motel. Visit Told

Although no ‘copies. of the "
first-degree murder warrant
filed against Galt in Memphis,
were: -publicly -~ distributed, -

be. investigating a report.-by |
.a night ‘desk clerk at the Reb- |-

Galt on April 3 and a white-
Mustang auto with Mexican
tourist stickers was parked at.
the motel. . : .
. The clerk, Ivan B. Webb, | i
said the man apparently did
not leave the motel room dur- |
ing the night, which. was the,
night before Dr.” King ' -was
shot, and that room lights re-'
mained on’ all night.” 4 |CRICAGO, ILLINOIS
Peter Chgrpes, .operator of
the ' rooming - house ,where‘
Galt stay , here from Aug |

26 te Oct
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that’s not him.” -

The ‘FBI ‘says Galt 36, is
between 5-foot-8 “and 5-foot-1¥,
weighing - 160-to 170" pouinids;-
and that he mok dan cing, les--
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Eri Galf’
ider tlfled
by FBI

Daily News Wire Services

. WASHINGTON — The FBI '

Friday identified Eric Starve

Gault, sought in the murder of - .

the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., as' James Earl Ray,
an escapee -from the Misseuri
Penitentiary ‘who once lived in
Chicago.

-‘Ray, 40, originally of-Alton, |

111

, once was arrested in Chi-

v rved time in staté prifon- at
oliet and Pontiae, Jli.

by pohce of the Chi-
district. and charge

i cgeo. for armed robbery and - -

ks ‘Police”. records in * 1cago.
Ray. wds arrest May

| Tived in ‘Chicago for.mi
month. - y 3

RAY WAS charged th
robbjng. Earl Docker, a fYel-
low ‘Cab driver, and Louis
Knox, who then lived\ at 6945

N. Paulina. The robbery took -

plac&™at 2:55 a.m. in front of

| 18 W. Delaware.
He agpeared in: Felony Court -

before Judge “Matthew Harti-
gan and was ordered held to

“the: grand jury. Ray: posted
'$3 000. bond and on June 13

term of 1 to 2. years in Johet,
penitentiary, but pohce rec-
ords -show he served his tlme !

at Ponutiac pefitentiary:
He was released Mar
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the,l‘lﬁséolm State Peni-
- Jefferson City last

2 year' sentence for- an arnied
robbery in” St: Louis- ‘and: -op-
_~ematmg ‘a motor vehicle with-
“outthe owner’s permission.

“The: FBI said -Ray has been

a: federal- fugitive since last!

July : 20, when an FBI com-
plaint -was filed. at Jefferson
City ¢harging him with unlaw-
fully fleeing from Missouri to
avoid confinement.

- Ras, jwho had been at .the
prison Jsince March .17,
spent.spme time in Septe ¢ 1t
1966, i

Fulton, Mo.

THE MAN known as Galt
was ch gxed WedneSday with

He, also is charged in a fed¥ral

‘warrant with/ consplracy d

murder m ‘the ng assassma- :

tlon L
A drifter since he left school

eing: drunk ‘and “break-

“Ray—who works as a baker,
laborer.and color matcher—
has' an arrest record datmg at
Jeast to 1949, When he- was
conivicted: for bmrglary in Los
Angeles He also was- conv1cted‘

" Bride,” James Walton,_w._i

a8 serving a

1n the*- 10th grade at Alton, the !

27 arrest whue i the army.

_»Herron and Jameu O’Cofiner. i
‘Ray - claims to have been
bern in Hlinoi
—but the FBI did not say
where, He is about 5-feet10, |
weighs 163 to 174 pounds; has |
blue eyes and by, hair and-
two scars: A smgﬁ&%ﬁe’ﬁh the *
‘center -.of his forehead and
anoﬁher on the palmof hlS

James Earl Ray, ahas Eric
Starvo Galt.
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dllapldated boardmg h ouse :
* where: Ray lived. i

‘ even\for.roaches ' THE -MAN: ‘who~ 'hves in
-1t js. a sad tattéred place in - Ray’s old roofa was a shab-

'whlch old, sad, tattered: men bily . dressed derelict. He was
‘ i playmg solitaire in. his lo-by-
0., S

lmown as Lafaye’cte Square.
Today, the neighborhood - is -
_fun down, like the threg-story

o du'ty green Wallpapér Lo
There" is’ a single bed, an - .
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Sbugﬂt
In Gity
By FBI

By Art Petacque

James  Earl Ray, - 40,
suspected as the slayer of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., is a
former Chicago .resident -who
has been .sought here during
‘the last week by FBI agents,.
The Sun-Times learned Fri-
day. .

Ray, also known ‘as “Eric
Starvo Galt, is a native of
Alton, 1L, and apparently lsJ

quented learn to - dance stti-!
dies.

~For this r_eason, ¥BI] agents
i last four -or fivk days

studios in Chlca ,-and

prob&bly more,  looking for
him.
“3 Names Checked -
The Sun-Times leatned that
agents supphed dance studm

o Im
"y a,'geris} checked 53,000
. prints with the prin

“the bartenders’ union, carry- |

an avid dancer who fre-- .

-Fullerton, where

f checked at leaft four

“ wateh commander of the 8th
" District, and  hig- pa rtner

"_tll‘Ed, for . .armed.. ‘robbe

used four aliases — James
McBride, James Walton, Wil-

|iamyHerron and James
oufn |

their manhunt

in the King killing.
Besides -dance studios, they
checked bartender schools and’

ing with them at least two
photos of Galt.

When they learned- from the
fingerprints that Galt really
was Ray, they began a re-:
check of every place they had
visited previously.

It was learned that agentsA
called at the four Fred As-
taire Dance Studios at 32 W.
Randolph, 1623 W. Melrose,
4077 N. Mllwaukee and 2144
W..95th.

Also checked was a flfth
studio, the Winn School of
Music and Dancing, 3845 W.

lived in Chlcago fo*
aboyft nine months in the ear::
50s. On. May 6, 1952 he
was arrested by Chlcago Av
‘detéctive “George -Green, now-

" John - McDonough; since - re:

Mayor Daley’s broth~
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- 853 WmBstieston, told
Jp ce “that he ‘worked. as -a
\1 borer--at - 409 E. Ohio and

‘‘been
nths. He was arrested at

the robbery -of Louis
. then of 6945-'N.. Pau-
,a,’ pohce records show.
"(No one in the area around
853 :{W. Fullerton- remembers
. Ray.)

- He was also charged with
. robbing a " Yellow Cab. Co.
' driver, Earl Docker.

i
I
1
4
I
e
i

Knox was a passenger in }?

the.cab driven by Dacker.
| The gun used in the robbery
| was not found.

Ray. was held to the “Cook
County grand jury on $3,000
_bond by the late Felony Court
Judge Matthew Hartigan. He
Was convicted and sentenced

: on June 4, 1952,-by Judge Wil-
! bur- Crowley to one to two'
- years in prison.

. He was taken to Stateville
" Penitentiary at Joliet where
"he wore oprison No.
and .on July 7, 1952, was trans-
ferred to Pontiac (IIL.) Refor-
matory, where he wore No.
19121,

He served his full term and
was discharged on March 12,
1954. )

It was learned that. Ray
was born
Alton, I,

in the y ome

. her'Ra
"He was their first son, rec-

“‘ords  in: the Madison County
Courthousey at Edwardsvﬂle, ]

show.

in Chlcago nine'{

W. Delaware, and charged-

32419, |!

-Wegner’s Foodhner A
-only. six blocks - from: the  pe-:

- “Hxs x'eoord xs’as

y dates

service for
lack .of adaptability “for  mili-
tary service.”
Ray’s prxson record says he
was  a-- mili -policeman .
while serving ir Germany.
Records show his religion to
be~Baptist, and his ancestry
English and German.
The mother apparently re-
married and is listed as Mrs.

-Lucille Ryan, of 214 Spring,
-Quincy, IIL, according to - .

nois prison records
- Ray also had-an arrest rec--
ord in Alton. - .- .
Police .Chief Wﬂham H Pe—
tersen recalled him as a

lice ~station,. in August

On" Jaly 19, 1951, Ray was

| arrested for not having al.
_driver’s license. Also in July,!

1951, he received a 90-day sus-
pended senténce for vdgrancy.

rested for burglany, and in
January, 1955, he received a
one-year suspended sentence
for _vagrancy -again.
“Bernje Burford, 57, who
said he knew Ray in Alton
described him as’a “happy-go-

at 10214W. 9th. His ¥ather was
James, a laborer} and his
’ mother as listed agLucy Ma- ;

A Dr DaVId Duggan de-*

1

lucky” person who liked to
sing with hillbilly bands. -
He said he remembered: Ray
. from the time Burfoerd wi
in a hlllbxlly band in 1]
"'Tavern in Alton. :
““He used to come in
‘time,§ whenever- we 7,
‘said - Burford, now a mg

i

2025 RELEASE

“iheptﬂéssf : ?md [

- ment
. showed a man  with dark,

ald Petersen and it} .

and later was pick up- in -
St. Loms for ‘armed - robbery”
and was’ e ad, to 20 years
‘in prison as.a: habmlal crlml-
nal, Petersen recalled. :

It “was .while servmg thls
rterm that Ray escaped.

Sincé  then; - he ‘has - been
sought ‘by the FBI on a.com-
plaint filed in Jefferson City,
Mo., charging him with.un-*
lawfully fleeing stsoun\
. to avoid confinement.

A Chicago Police Depart- ,
photograph of = Ray::

straight hair parted on "the

| left side, clean shavenYstand-’

pleaded gmlty to the

ck to January, 1949.]

In August, 1954, he was ar- |

ke, records show. =~

\i
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By Roberi L. Jackson and Ronald J. Ostrow

Speclal from’ the Los Angeles Timés

: Errc Starvo Galt the shadowy suspect in- the slaymg ef Dr Mamnf:1
- Luther King Jr., was identified Fnday by the FBI as an escaped armed )

7 robber and car thlef whose real name is James Earl Ray.

The Federal Bureau of In-, sons. In 1955, he was .congict-

vestigation: said it uncovered
Ray, 40, by tediously matching
faint fingerprints-found in the
two -week-old - investigation
against: those~of thore than 53,-
000 fugitives- described. in FBI
files.

‘Ray,. who employed a var-
“ ety of other aliases durmg an:
" 18-year crime career, is now
-:the object of one of the great—
“est. manhunts in history -in-
volving - FBI,- and State and

local  police across the coun-

try.

Eacaped A Year Ago

. Ray escaped April 23, 1967, ||

from the Missouri State Pen-
itentiary at Jefferson City. He'
had served seven years of a
20:yeay sentence for the -$120°
armed robbery of
-supertharket -and- fof
a-card- 1

His arrest record the FBI
said, traces Pback to 1949 when;
he was. conwcted of a Los An-
-geles burglary for which he
1t ,1me .in the county ]all

stealing

St. Louis |

ed of fprging postal ey
orders # Missouri and senfen-
ced to the federal penitentfary
at Leavenworth, Kan., -until
1958. In 1960 he was imprison-
ed for the armed robbery. -
After at-least one urisuccess-
ful attempt to escape from the

]Mlssourl prison, Ray made his

|break . last year, - apparently
hiding-in a bakery fruck that
was making deliveries outside
the - walls to pnson honor

| farms,

An’ unsuccessful esape at-

whete he underwent “mentalsv
observation” from Sept,§8 to_
Oct. 21; 1966. . ;

.Dr. ponald Petersch, highpit

supeijntendent, sati_d’
should-not be consider
 exemental:. patient.” - ¥
»_p}i'néd that many -
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na ewdence
- of- any mental di-
or’ " defect;””

“well behaved with us” and
-exhibited no strong racial
prejudices or other - psycho-
logical quirks.

While at the mental hospital,
Ray was confined to a maxi-

mum security ward for the]

criminally insane.

‘Ray’s hospital records listed
a brother, ‘Jerry Ray, ‘of Post
Office Box 22, Wheeling, . Il
In addmon a wanted poster
issued by Missouri authorltles
when Ray escaped from prison
last year also - listed ‘a John

Ray of St. Louis as a brother. |

No trace of either brother
could be found by reporters
Friday, and the FBI declined
comment when asked about
them.

Warrants-Stili Apply

The FBI conspiracy charge
filed Wednesday again st
“Galt” said he had conspired
against Dr. King with an un-
named brother. Sources. have
since suggested, however, that
only one suspect is being
sought,

The conspiracy warrant

against “Galt,” as well as a
later Tennessee first-degree
murder charge against him, .
still apply. against Ray, fed-
eral sources said. -
The FBI said all
and ‘travel previousl

ivities
attri-

buted fo “Galt” actudfly ap-
ply Ray—with one excep-
tion. "fhe bureay had - said
“Galt”} took dancing lessons

in. New Orleans in 1964 and
1965; but. this was an error.
since  the suspect was in pris-
onat the time,

- ﬁuﬁmrmes said‘Ray did at-

Peterson |
| 'sald. He said the prisoner was.

The bureaw’s dossier “on
Ray indi!?&ﬁﬁ&hés been a
drifter., He has worked as a
baker, laborer and color
matcher. )

A 1960 prisen photograph re-
leased Friday by the FBI,
with front and side views,
showed a slightly thinner face
with sharper nose than the
“Galt” photo distributed
Wednesday.

_Army Record Tainted

During almost two decades
of, arrests and convictions,
Ray has used such aliases as
James McBride, James Wal-
ton, W. C. Herron and James
O’Conner, in addition to Har-
vey Lowmyer, John Williard
and Galt. )

His army record, too, was
tainted. After enlisting at East
St. Louis, Iil., in 1946 — at the
age of 17 — he was sentepced
‘to three months’ hard Jabor
for drunkenness. and bregking
arrest. '

He waq given a general dis-

" charge in December, 1948, due,

to “ineptness and 1dack of

adaptability for military serv-
ice,” the FBI said.
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ThIS drawing. was issued by the'FBl “aftet

the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King 4
arrested” and charged with thé armed It was composed from descriptions-of ‘a
robbery of a grocery 1here R ’ man cal!mg hlmself Enc S arv_ Galt.
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‘Bj}w}-{)?éappo -

,am ,.Oax faId

(Mount Clipping in Space Befow)

Ju:ea Earl Ray ,Aaasedv
throvgh rany places—and had
run-ips with the law ia sev-
eral of them, mcludma Chi-
cago—before he became one
of the nation’s most wanted
men. ’

The 1llinois native wanted on
charges of murder and con-
spiracy in the assassination of
ther Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. is described by the .
FBI as a loner and a drifter—!
not uplike some other -igures
in récent history, Richard

| Spect. and Lee Harvey Oswald.

As iwas the case with!Speck
a sensat_?onal

;mu:{ﬁer case has v tred Ray |
frfm obscurity. |

; RAY KNOWN as Eric Starvo
i Galt to millions of Americans,

idid not spend much time in

Chicago. He does not seem to
have spent much time any-

| the’ Rush St. district. -

IMurGer

Inzm to State dnd D’ﬁla ;are in

{/hen they reached <he des-
tigeiion, the driver, Louls
Kiiox, of 6945 N. Paulina, said
Ray put a gun to his head
and demanded money. As
Knox turned over $111to the !
- . . [
bandit, :Robert Eveihart, of!
7404 N« Overhill, saw what

was happening and ‘hailed a
ithe address of his mother,

i Lucille, in Quincy, Iil. Be also

squad chr.

The policemen, George;
Green, now watch command- @
er at the Chicago Lawn Di\-{
trict, ‘and John McDonough

now retired, chased Ray on ]

foor

- At 1,9 W. Delaw are, the re-
port reads, Ray dived through
a basement window a'/s Green
ﬁreq at him. Hit in bo'h arms,
he was arrested and; treated
at Henrotin Hospital before
being transferred to the House

intemperate; personality rat-
ing: unstab le; psychiafric
prognisis: problematic to

doubtful; socxal type: socm‘]y .

inadequate.’

After a month at Joliet, Ray
was shipped to the state peni-
tentiary at Pontiac. He was
releaspd March 12, 1954, at the
* expiration of his sentence.

AT THE TIME, Ray listed

r—~

(Inar.
BEWSpetjuer, ety aned sttt L)

said he had two brothers, John
and Jerry, both younaer t‘ﬂan
* he. l
His father, listed variously
; as ‘James or Ghorge, was
!sometmes reporte. dac aased,

i sometimes reported as having

left home in 1847. ¢
Ray wias born

]_:;]m Alton, 1. He attended i

a rural gram‘mar schoolrnﬂar Date:
Alton, and dropped out yiOOUt'l ditie,

St

PR, e ot
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where since the end of his 17th

_year.
- Ray came here late in 1951
and moved into a raodest reom
at 833 W. Fullerton, owned by
the) McCormick - Theological
Semninary.

At one peint, Ray listed his
place of employment as 409
E. Ohid, where he said he was
la 1;10&4.3". A publishing com-

pany lucaﬂed tncre at the mne

h T
Ihowe\cr,’—f:ays it-has no rec-
“ord of hirh. -J
i . Another empiover he listed
-was the Avery Corp.. 3508 N.
.Kimball, but it has no regord
of Jymes Earl Ray.

ABOUT 1:30 A.M. on May §,
1958, Ray hailed a! Red Top
taxi on the Near North Side
i and ordered the driver to take )

of Correction. § i'the 10th grade. Ao
i 4 % In February, 1946, he en-; JOE CAPEN
RAY, 'THEN 24, plejded listed in' the Army, bur was ! ROY M. TFISV=ER
guilty 10 armed robbery and | given a general discharge in|
asked for probation, saying he - December » 1948, because of
| would “get a job and never,! “ineptness and lack of adapt-~
get involved with the law.  ability for military service.”

_again.” i

Lhitor:

CTithes

Churacter:

Li4-1114

, THE NEXT REPORT , of o
Ray comes from Los Angeles. Clrssilteation:
fe was aryested for burﬂl;rv Lubmitting Gftic:

CHICAGO

Ray was sentenced to 1 to 2
years in prison by Judge Wik
bert F. me}ey, and st to
a diagnostic! ceater for con-
victs ac Jolie!. 4

in 1949 and spent 90 day'= in,
the Los Angeles County Jaitl |
* In 1950, lie was arrested ror‘r
vagrancy ‘in Cedar Raptds

M \J"\fte 2%

P

Reports mide there incicats
Ray had a superior nlental —

: ; [ .‘,' CLEED-. _M_MINDEXE
‘rating and an inte ce lowa, but Twas relea.smL. The SERIALIZE] § . ILED?

i
§
& i . lg
!quﬁtzen of 128 to 128, Dther, next year, he was picked up
APR 22 1968

isections of the Teport were rot |in Alton for driving without
an operator*s license. 1 - CHICAGO
Some time after that he P
came to Chicago.

su favorable: “Use of alcohol: ‘
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