
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



*■'

An.

r
|i? »W 
.^4

MEMPHIS—The rifle be­
lieved to have been used to 
slay Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. was purchased in Birming­
ham, Ala., it was learned 
Wednesday. t ■

The Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigatifin refused to com­
ment, but informants said FBI 
agents traced the rifle through

Tlfe rifle and a rectanailar 
iblua^leatherette case conlain- 
Fing 4 the binoculars' wire 
[dropped on the sidewalk a few 
feet from the rooming house 
entrance by a man who was 
seen leaving a few minutes 
after the slaying.

The binoculars were pur­
chased on the afternoon of the 
slaying and the clerk who 
sold them has been inter­
viewed several times by 
Memphis police and the FBI.

H the man who purchased

although-he had seeifonlythe
man’s profile. He said he re- FranK fG. Holloman. -He said 

.called that the man had at ‘ 
long, thin! nose but that Ithe 
FBI drawing revealed a titb­

,the man'was b'eiwetnaw® 
32 years'old,
165 and 175 pounds^affl^as

its serial number to a store in: luv iiiiv „ ___.:^...._ ' 
Birmingham and that it was ■: the man who bought the binoc- 
purchased new over the count- uiarg jn Memphis is the same

the rifle in Birmingham and

er a few days before the slay- person who fled from the 
ing here last Thursday. j .. . .....

Tested By FBI
Thd weapon, which hap been face.

' rooming house, then at least 
four persons have seen his

undeifcoing tests at the FBI
I labor^toryinWashingfcn, is 
■ a Remington 30.06 pump^action 
rifle with a telescopic sight. 
It fires the same bullet as 
the Army’s M-l rifle.
' Results of the laboratory 
tests have not been disclosed.

It could not be determined 
whether the telescopic sight 
also was obtained in the Birm­
ingham store or whether the 
purchaser left any information

Seen By Tenant
' . Besides the sales clerks, the 
[Others are Mrs. Bessie Brew­
er, th J landlady who rented 
an $8.®-a-week room to the 
suspect! and Charlie ®gli 
Stephens, one of her tenant.

Mrs. Brewer and Stepiens 
were questioned again Tjies- 
day by FBI agents and shown 
a drawing of the suspect de­
veloped by the FBI from de­
scriptions.

Stephens told the Los An-about his identity. __ ,___ .
Authorities also have traced geles Times Wednesday that

binoculars left near the scene' 
of thd assassination by the 
suspecfed slayer. Tift binocu­

lars, » was learned iWednes- 
day, were purchased «t York 
Arms Co., a sporting goods 
store located about six blocks- 
from the rundown rooming 
house where the slayer set up 
his ambush. . •

Dropped On Sidewalk

( the drawing did not resemble, 
the fugitive and was much 
(younger than the man he re­
membered. Mrs. Brewer said
Tuesday, 
FBI in’tei 
able to r<

her 
'asn’t 
le fu-

gitive o/the drawing Hooked 
like. :

Stephens said the composite 
drawing was ^ Hfe?6?’

er chubby! face and a balms 
nose. *

“It wasn’t the face I re­
called,” Stephens said.

i Polioe Description
I The onlyl description of the 
[ suspect that has beeii made 
1^' waf|„ given .Friday’Hy 
(Memphis Police director

about 6 feet tail; I - 
The suspect obtained 5 room 

from Mrs. Brewer between^ 
and 3:30 p.m. Thursday. Dr. 
King was wounded ^fatally, 
about 6 p.m. by one Shot be< 
lievedjto hUve been fir® from 
a batM-oom on the seco® floor;

few steps from the"suspe’. 
room. ’ ■' ’
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Afe^ the shqt was fired, the 
taani jvas seen walking from 

•the direction of the _ bathroom 
down a.dark hallway with riflef 
wrapped in a newspaper ori 
blanjet and with the blua 
leatBerette bag in hand. *

' Report -On Auto
Several witnesses at Jim’s 

Grill, next to the rooming 
house, have reported seeing a 
white Mustang parked in front 
of die-restaurant. Most of 

1 them said they first noticed 
i it there between 4 and 5 p.m. 
and that they noticed it was 
gone shortly after 6 p.m. But

1 none of them saw the suspect.
The auto has not been di-

assin, 
Ram-

This Isketch, distributed! to । 
police all over Mexico is 
said|to resemble suspected 

slayer of Dr. Martin Luther
1 King Jr. A Mexico‘‘-City 

police artist made sketch’ 
from description furnished" 
bv the FBI. (UPI) .^

rectly Jinked to the a 
althou U.S. Atty. Ge

se| Clark said in Memphis 
la® Saturday that it “figured” 

I inlhe investigation. ’) i ■ 
I What' clues the FBI has jo 
, the suspect’s whereabons^ 
I being kept secret.
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identified
I Daily News Wire Services

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — A 
boardtag house owner said 
Monday he had indentified a 
drawing of a man sought in 
the slaying of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. as a

’’ same name or similar names 
। from Virginia to Florida and 

sifting dozens of stores 
and businesies in Birmtagham 
for clues tofthe missing man.

The FBl/last Fridat issued 
a “locate and notify” iispatch 
for Galt in Florida It about

roomer known by the name
Eric Galt.

“It’s him, I’m sure,” said 
Peter Cheipes, 72, ivho, runs 
a boarding! house orl Birming­
ham’s So^h Side.j Cherpes 
consented to talk aft® the FBI 
responded to his request that 
it released him from a secrecy 
pledge.

the time the white Mustang

CHERPES said FBI aXnts 1

showed jiim drawings! about j 
last We|iesday, or two days 
before a car registered in the

was being impounded in At­
lanta. The' alert was with­
drawn four hours later with 
the explanation that ft had 
been erroneous.

i Since then, the FBI has de­
i dined to say anything about 
Galt. There was no warrant 
for Galt, the FBI said last
Friday.

name of Eric Starvo Galt was 
found abandoned in Atlanta.

The car, a white Mustang 
with an Alabama license tag, 
matched the description of a 
car seen leaving the assassi­
nation scene in Memphis,

Galt rented a room from 
him, Cherpes said, last fall, at 
(about the time the hunted man 
obtained an' Alabama driver’s I 
license. ‘ ;

He also purchased with cash | 
a white Mustang from a Birm- i 
ingham car salesman. He list­
ed his occupation as merchant 
seaman, unemployed.

Tenn., where Dr. King was 
shot April 4.

Cherpes was shown a news­
paper artist’s drawing! of the 
assassin Monday and he said 
it was such like the drawings 
exhibited! by federal ’agents. 
Cheipes said the sketches 
‘‘looked exactly like Galt.”

THE MAN known as Eric 
Starvo Galt has become the 
object of a widening search 
hy FBI agents, who have been 
contacting persons with the

THE POSSIBILITY has been 
raised f that the1 mysterious 
white Iman sought ®r ques- 
tio'nina in the death! of Dr. 
King $ent several months in 
Birmingham creating a false 
identity,

Federal agents have scoured 
Birmingham showing sketches 
of a man’s face and asking 
about the name Eric Starvo 
Galt. ' /"' ’
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Some sources have been;
told by ihr FBI i 

| Gall wtlfanyorie.
USs

I Eric Sfarvo Galt’s'name eii- 
itered ASibama state records' 
when he bought a.' white Mus­
tang Aug,. 30 from a' car sales-

red Ga^-for 1^ gr^Ks 
i hcensai examination las Sept6, re'Srds show ’ A duplicate 

driver’* licendh/ was-wnailed. 
March*!^ E^ic Starve ,Gait 
at the Warding house,. 2608 
Highland Av.- , -man, Wjlliam D. Phisley Of

Birmingham. Paisley would ’Otherwise, Galt seemed to
not talk about it. be almost a phantom.

SOURCES SAID Galt paid
$2,000 .cash for the car.

. When he applied ' for a 
Ver’s license, Galt listed 
occupation as “merchant

dri- 
his 

sea-
man, unemployed.” The appli­
cation gave his birthdate as 
July 2p, 1931, and his descrip­
tion as 5-11, 175 pounds, blue
eyes and brown hair—the same­
general description as that of, 
a man seen fleeing a Mem-' 
phis rooming house after the i 
slaying.

WHO IS Eric Starvo Galt? i
“My memory of Mm is so i 

dimf said Charles Ja|k Davis, 
26, '1 tile company lemploye' 
who lias a room in A board-1 
ing house where Galt lived at, 
some time in the past year, i

“I don’t guess there’s any! 
such thing as a typical per-1 
son,” Davis went on. The best}
he could recall was that Galt’s
general description . was 
brown hair and. blue eyes,
about 5-11.

MOTHER BOARHER, 29- 
year-dd Hill Hardly, who 
works the 3 p.m. to 1* 30 shift
at a paper plant, said he had
lived at the .stucco rooming 
house since it opened last 
September. But he didn’t re­
member ever seeing; Galt.'

Other boarders were unable 
to remember much if any­
thing about the mat# who had 
dec ip i e d room 14 on the 
ground floor; but was gone 
apparently for w e|e k s or 
mpnthiat a time. .

Cherpes probably knew Galt 
better than any other person 
who'has been found in Birm-
ingham. Cherpes accom-

HE DID HAVE a sate de­
posit box at a Birmijgham 
bank, bit he had no clicking 
or saviifcs account. He isn’t 
listed on unemployment rec­
ords, police records, hospital 
records,. Maritime Union rec­
ords, state birth records, state 
tax records, credit records.

The only Galt in the Birm-; 
ingham telephone firectory is i 
the Rev. 1 Ralph M. Galt, a 
white, milker of the United 
Church ofiChrist and an in­
structor at Miles College, a
predominantly Negro private ' 
school.

“We don’t know -a thing

this person,” jiis wife

Uy anyone Wes, it

Memphis police sketch of? 
mystery suspect. '
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By Ed Meagher
LA. Times Spedal .

Birmingham, Aial—An ei­
defly boardinghouse! keeper 
sap Monday that he had 

। idmtified for FBI agents two 
sketches of a man known to 
him as Eric Starvo Galt, 
whose name has become in­
volved in the investigation of 
the slaying of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. in Memphis. 
Dr. King was slain by a 
sniper on April 4.

Peter N. Cherpes, 72, speak­
ing to newsmen only after ob­
taining permission from the 
FBI to break a secrecy pledge, 
said he identified Galt last 
Tuesday or Wednesday from 
drawings—one profile and one 
full f a c e—as the man who 
boarded at his place for six i 
weeks, from Aug. 26/1967, to ’ 
Oct. 7,1967.

Cherpes also said that Galt i 
had received a package and I 
a letter from Chicago during^ 
his stay at the boarding 
house. But it was not known 
whether the mail was - con­
nected with the investigation.

Similar Sketches
Cherpes told reporters the 

profile sketch was Similar to 
one|drawn by a (Memphis 
nevfcpaper artist, with help 
from an eyewitness. *

Galt’s name entered the 
case last Thursday when the 
FBI office in Miami put out a 
“locate and notify” bulletiri-on 
him over Florida police com­
munication facilities. The bul­
letin was canceled a few hours 
later without explanation.
■ Thin, Thursday efening, a 
whits Mustang similar to one 
belidred to have bee»the auto 
used* by the sniper a fleeing , 
Memphis was found aban­
doned on a residential street 
in Atlanta. The car, registered 
to' Gait/hadSbeen there since1

the day after the shooting. , 
Cherpes said Galt had such 

a car during his stay at the 
boardinghouse. ,. *

w
Chei I

to . 
stored, 
his ad-

dress as Pascagoula, Miss., 
■and he said he planned to stay 
three or four months.

“He told me,” said Cheipes, 
“that he was on a vacation. I 
thought that th r e e or four 
months was an unusually long 
vacation arid. I asked him 
apout it. . .

“Ha said he had been work­
ing a vfully hard and naeded

$ Tor g rest,” Cheipes’said. 
Cherpes said Galt told him 
when he registered that he. 
had been working at Ingalls 

| Shipbuilding Corp, in Pasca-.
goula. -

Iri Pascagoula, a spokesman 
for Ingalls said company rec­
ords show that no one by the 
name of Galt has been em­
ployed there.

Carefully Probed ;
He said it was possible that 

someone in a minor job, such 
as a sweeper, could be em­
ployed under a ficticious name. 
But a majority of the ship­
yard’s employes are carefully 
investigated for security^ rea­
sons, he said. :

The spokesman said the 
FBI has checked company 
personnel records and - photo­
graphs of employes.

Galt stayed only six , weeks, 
Cherpes said, and gave no ex­
planation when he left. ? -

Cherpefe said that li Sep­
tember, 11967, a package for 
_ Gattapiyed from (Mbago-; 
a cardSardToFaRnlTZT^t 
long and 1 foot wide. Charpes 
declared Ga^said: - “They 
sent meW^lftg mercham 
Mise; 1^#^ te^W

I About five months later, in 
LFebruary or March, a'letter 
ferrived for Galt from Chicago, 
JCherpes said, but was relirned 
ibecause there was no ward­
ing address. I -

The Birmingham post office 
could give no forwarding ad­
dress for Galt.

Cherpes said he-would have 
estimated Galt’s age at from 
25 to 30. Galt’s driver’s li­
cense, issued iri Birmingham 
fest Sept. 6," listed him at 36 
and described him as being 5 
feet 11, 175 pounds, with brown 
hair and blue eyes. fc

Cherpes recalled that Galt 
never had any callers fduring 
His stay nor any tofephong 
calls.

Asked if Galt paid hik week- 
ly'bill in cash, Ch^ saiHj 
“Yes, he md. And ion time J, ■ -

Registration ’papers °W 
whit® Mustang indicate ’jalt 
purchased the car ^frOT^'' ar 
Birmingham salesman.on $1^ 

! 26, the same day he rented'th^ 
room. - ' ■ *
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Suspect got
Chicago 
oackaffe

Daily. News Wife Services

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. —Eric, 
Starve Galt, the mystery man 
in the FBI’s investigation of 
the slaying of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., re­
ceived a package mailed from 
Chicago while he lived at a 
Birmingham rooming house.

Peter Nicholas Cherpes, 72, 
manafer of the rooming house, 
said Galt received the prepaid 
package last September. It 
weighed about 25 pounds and 
was about two feet ®ng and a 
foot wide, Cherpes said.

The next day. Gat told the 
landlord he had received the 
wrong package and was re­
turning it. “About a half hour 

. later,” Cherpes said, “I saw 
i him carrying the box to his 
I car.” , . ' •

i IN OCTOBER, Cherpes., said, t 
; Galt paid a week’s rent in ad- j 
vance and left, saying he was 
going to Mobile to seek a job. 
Galt told Cherpes he would not | 
return, but was expecting a let-1 
ter from Chicago and wanted । 
him to hold it until Galt found 
a new residence. Cherpes said I

; Me never saw Galt again.' 1 
I But the letter-fromi Chicago 
arrived in February <r March. 
Cherpes held the letter about 
a week, then returned it to 
Chicago. He said the letter, in 
a light green envelope with a 
firm’s name'on improbably in- 
clude^a check. • t '

kt the time he received the 
, later, Cherpes said, Me looked 
! al Galt’s registration* card in 
ihis files. He found the card 
then, but last week, when FBI 
agents tracked Galt to the 
rooming house, Cherpes said 
the registration card was miss­
ing- , .

CHERPES told newsmen 
Monday that an artist’s con- 
ceptionjof the man wanted in 
the sniffer slaying of l|r. King 

“looked Exactly like Gait”

It seems likely tBat the 
name Galt was an elaborate­
ly devised alias. The man 
cannot be traced before he 
took a room in Birmingham 

। last Aug. 26 or after his aban­
doned auto was impounded 

' by the FBI 1 a s t week in At­
lanta. And his whereabouts 

! between Oct. 7, when he left

time. '
Galt “was above the average 

roomer in dress, tall! and, ap­
I pearance,” Cherpes laid. “He 
i always wore sportr clothes 
I and a tie. He was a 1 w-a y s 
pleasant,! and I never knew of 
him drin|ing. ■

i “He didn’t say much about 
his. family affairs, only that 
he was divorced. He o n 1 y 
talked about the weather, 
never about politics or racial 
problems.”

He said Galt asked him 
shortly after he moved into 
the boarding house to go with 
him downtown to take a driv- 
ver’s test.

“He was a new man to Ala­
bama slid to Birmingham 
and alsol a customer,” pet- 
pes said! “and I wantld to 
help hinr on that basis. Ilf he 

jhad asked for my recorjmen- 
dation, I would have investi­
gated him more closely.”

the rooming-house, and the 
day his cartas seized al s o 
are a mystery. .

His car fits the description 
of one seen leaving the Mem­
phis flophouse from which 
the fatal shot was fired at Dr. 
King April 4.

ctierpes, who hai denied 
easier that he ki®w- Galt, 
toll newsmen Motjiay that 
the FBI had asked ffinj not to 
say anything about Galt. But 
he talked freely Monday. >

CHERPES described' i^alt 
as a “natty” dresser who, al- 
ways-,paid his rgpnr rent? on.;
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#TO^ 
BY LANMD 
Hi FBI SKETCH

Reveals He Received 
Chicago Package 

[from Tribune Wire Services]

■ Birmingham, Ala., April 15— 
A' rooming house owner said 
today he has identified a draw-

In 'F e b r^‘a; y or' March 
Chapes said,'the l&ttei came 
fiom Chicago Hie said the en­
velope was^ae^sigreo^

Send;! Letter 'Back
“I was pUZzled for a*, while 

where to mail it;” Cherpes said. 
“I didn’t have an address [for 
Galt]. So I held the letter for 
a week, and returned it.”

. Cherpes said it appeared to 
him the letter contained a 
check. . ,

When he received the letter, 
Cherpes /said, he wentfto his I 
file to Mok for Galt’s registra-1 
tion cajd and found'It. But 
when ^I agenfs dam^to him 
last week, Cherpes said; it was I 
missing. I

ing of a man as that of a room­
er known to him as “Eric
Galt.” ■

Galt ik believed to be the 
owner of an auto seen pear the 
scene of the slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. April 
4 in Memphis. *

The rooming house operator, 
Peter Cherpes 7?, also dis­
closed in a .copyright; interview 
in the, Birmingham News that, 
Galt received a 20- to25-pound 
package several ’ months - ear­
lier. . " :

Cherpes said Galt stayed at 
his rooming house from Aug. 
io io Oct. 7 last year. .

Gets Prepaid Package
He said that during Septem­

ber, Galt received a prepaid 
package in the maif from Chi­
cago. He said it was about 2 
feet, long and 1 foot wide. 
Cherpes said Galt told him the 
next day that it was the wrong 1 
merchandise and that he 
planned to send it 'bag*.

‘’About half an houwlater I 
saw him carrying the|box to-’ 
his car,” Cherpes said.
Uh Chicago, Marlin Johnson,} 

Federal Bureau, of Investigation1 
agent-in-charge, refused com-\ 
ment. Chicago postal officials ; 
said they had not been con­
tacted by the FBI to aid fin a 
local investigation of ■ mail or ■ 
packages sent io Birmingham.] I

Cherpes said Galt told him in | 
October he was leaving for Mo­
bile, Ala., to seek a job. Galt 
r-aid he expected a letter f-om 
Chicago and^a’ked Cherpes to 
। ol < I lot mm

Cherpes said he consented to 
talk after the, FBI responded to 
his request to be released from 
a secrecy pledge. He said the 
FBI showed him the drawing 
last Wednesday, two days be­
fore a white Mustang registered 
to Eric Starvo Galt was found
abandoned in Atlanta.

The man known as .Galt has 
become the object of a widen­
ing search by FBI agents, who 
have been contacting persons 
with the same name or similar । 
names in several spates, includ-1 
ing Virginia, Alabama, and i 
Florida and, sifting thru dozens I 
of stores and businesses in i 
Birmingham for clews to the; 
missing man. . I

Hint Contrived Identity
Meanwhile, there were hints i 

that “Galt” never actually 
existed, but was a carefully 
contrived i d e n t i t yi created । 
months before Dr. King was i 
assassinated. I ’.'

Authorities in Atlanta lindi-. 
cat^ they, feared the idlntity 1 
miat be a. blind set tip to 
hamper them in their investiga­
tion _ ;

It was. learned that investiga: 
tors have been unable to trace 

, Galt’s existence beyond last 
' summer. They pointed out that 
it is virtually impossible for a 
person to leave so few traces/ 1
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FBI ;ls Request 
rAur^tj

Ilijnoi^- was- brought briefly 
into the search for .Eric Star­
ves Galt, 36, registered, owner 
of the^White Mustang iriipqund- 
ed-^y*Federal.Bureau of In­
vestigation. agents .in ‘Atlanta

then

..Jmnbing»r*ifle':W^ 
fed;fr6m>&‘-wniddw ’ofir 
tung bouse at 'King who 1

feet, away, 'a-' • ' ’ - , I
The killer left $ pair .of bin­

oculars at the scene. They we^ 
purchased, m Memphis ttewi 
of the slaying. He also tefththe 
rifle, which 'wa§,piir£liase<Uinr 
Birmingham, arid; other eyi-1 
dence, including ^finger and 1 
handprints. <A ';

Galt’s last known address 
Was a Birmingham rooming । 
house, but seveMVnants^here?] 
have stated they have hot seen 
him for three months. He used i 
the address in registering the 
auto when he purchased it last 
year and iry obtaining a dupli-1 

si cate of his driver’s license

because of/possible involve-j> 
ment in the Staying of Dr. Mar- |l 
tin Luther Kipg.'Jr.,, THE.TBip- 
une learned . yesterday. * I

The, natipn-Wide search' for i 
Galt, a mystery man who de- I 
scribed .Ijifnself as an unem- I 
ployed merchant seaman in ob­
taining an Alabama driver’s li-, 
censp' Was dxtended into Jli-' 
nois Thursday, when the FBI 
asked state police headquarters 
in Springfiald “to locate .and 
notify”-the FBI of the where­
abouts of Galt and the auto. .:

The FBI request was with-

March 1, investigators said. i
Hint Shipping Link *

Officials havev shied away 
from any discussion of Galt ex-1 
cept to say that no warrant has I 
been iisued for his, arrest. Be-1 
cause if his mention of risible j 
employment as a seam®; files i 
of thetlational Maritime union,; 
the Seafarers International un­
ion, and the United States coast 
guard have been checked thru- 
out the nation, but no registra­
tion with his name has been 
found. 1

Because of the number of sea­
men employed in international
shipping tp.and from ®e port

drawn three hours later with-, । ?»■»« . i
out explanation to state officials 1! of Chicago, in lake commerce, 
just as mysteriously as a re- and pn, ^lapd.; waterway^hipsg 
quest was withdrawn five hours agents may^ajje decidedr that 
later that day in Dade county, aid from Illinois police , was 
Fla.- By Friday, it was estab- jneeded. No new lookouts for 
lished thab the auto had been j Galt have been requested since

CHICAGO SUNDAY TRIBUNE

found ahepdoned in a parking - the Mustang was located.
l°t °f ®n/Atlanta housing_proj-, jn ^ south, credit investi- 
ect. Witnesses said they Jaw a i gators and state employment 
man get out of the cp and । [ogj£e directors have been asked 
walk away at 8:30 a. n Aprd n f • -
5, 12 hours after King was 1 y 
slain by a sniper*, in Memphis,

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

DATE:.
. -al agents to se|k infor- 

matioifon Galt. Therelas been
392 miles away. -

FBI Silent on 'Auto
Altbd FBI officials have de­

clined comment on the white*/ 
Mustang, it was. learned , that" 
the auto has been identified as 
the -one seen speeding away 
from a Memphi« rooming house*, 
shorth after a white man fledJi 
from the buildina alter felling 
King with one shot from a high.-J

no renprt of any process; ; 
In Memphis, where tie.searph

is being, directed by^PblUeDiji 
rector _____ J
RoMErt Jensen; 
charge of the Mi 
ffe there has 

ent. ’
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ACCUSE GALT IN
DR. KING DEATH
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.issued in 
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Dr. King, 
offense in

rch 29 
; tween 
whom

Eified as Galt “also known 
tarvey Lowmyer and John

state 
Mem] 
first-?

he alleged to be his brother.”
FBI spokesmen would not 

elaborate on the identity of 
the other alleged conspirator.

The FBI released two pho­
tographs of Galt in what offi- 
ciSHs surmised to be a bar-
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:ket and black t 
:t in the photi
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April 4 in Memphis.
The Federal Bureau of Inves­

tigation first issued a fugitive 
warrant charging Galt with 
conspiracy, with another man,

Prize J 
leader.

The

Murder is a capo 
Tennessee.

hatch! 
in ®4 
Galt/

Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark was 
the first official allegation 
that Dr. King’s death was the 
result ®f a plot. Shortly after 
the murder, Clark had asserted

APR 18 1961 
FBI—-CHICAGO

that fhe act was committed 
by one man, acting alone.

Five hours after The FBI 
moved to apprehend Galt, a

By Laurence Stern 
Special from the Washington Post

WASHINGTON—Eric Starvo Galt was charged Wednesday night with 
murder and conspiracy in the assassination |f Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

But Peter Cerpes, Gap’s 
former landlord who once 
identified Galt from sketches 
of the man seen running from 
the scene of the assassina-

The ft at e’ warrant did not 
mention any conspiracy.5

The TBI complaint charged 
that the conspiracy was

slaying of The Nobel 
inner and ctyil rights
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KING SLAYING
pBI Charges Galt
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ALLEGED TO
tive warrant* for the arrest of

BfE BROTHER
Photo, Aliases of

7 filed by the I

Fugitive Bared Iwesiigatlon-

Eric Starvo Galt was obtained 
today, charging conspiracy in 
the fatal shooting of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. in 
Memphis on April 4.

The warrant was issued by 
United States Commissioner 
Mildred F. Sprague in Bir­
mingham, Ala;, c'. a complaint

1 filed by the Federal Bureau of

SEARCHED...

SERIALIZED

.INDEXED
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Shortly after the issuance of 
the warrant, Memphis police 
charged Galt with murder.

The federal warrant was the 
government’s first indication 
that it has evidence that more 
than one person was involved 
in the assassination of the 
civil rights leader as he stood 
on the balcony of a Memphis 
motel.

Traced to March 29
Specifically, the government’s 

complaint charges Galt with 
conspiring to violate King’s 
civil rights. It says that “on 

. or about March 29, 1968, at 
Birmingham, Ala., . . . Eric 
Starvo' Galt and an individual 
whom he alleged to be his 
brother entered into a con­
spiracy which continued until 
on or about April 5, 1968, to 
injure, oppress, threaten, or in­
timidate King.”

W. Ramsey Clark, United 
States attorney general, an­
nounced filing of the complaint 
in a press release issued in 
Washington along with a photo­
graph of Galt.

Clark said Galt used the 
aliases of Harvey Lowmyer and 
John Willard, ■ the name he 
gave a landlady when he rent­
ed a flophouse room near 
King’s [motel shortly before the 
murdeT It is believed! that the 
fatal |hot was fired| from a 
bathroom window in this room­
ing house.

Draws in Eyes
The picture shows Galt with 

his eyes closed and wearing a | 
bow tie and what appears to be 
a tuxedo. An FBI artist drew 
in eyes on a photograph being 
circulated to police depart­
ments. ,

Petef Cherpes, Galt’s for­

mer landlord in Birmingham, 
said h£ did not believe tM FBI 
photograph was a picture of 
Galt. Earlier, Cherpes ’ said 
sketches of the man seen run­
ning from the assassination 
scene definitely resembled 
Galt.

Mrs. Bessie Brewer, land­
lady of the boarding house 
from which the fatal shot is

believed to have been fired 
also failed to recognize th 
photo. She sakrshe tlid not be 
lieve the picture was of Johi 
Willard, the man to whom sh( 
rented a room the day before 
the assassination.

First Public Record
Charles Q. Stevens, who lives 

on the second floor of the room­
ing house, said: “Unless he 
was wearing a wig, or had his 
face lifted or something, it’s 
not the man I saw. The hair is
too full and the face is toe 
young.” Stevens said, however, 
that he only got a side view of 
the suspect.

The government’s complaint, 
the first public record of any 
FBI action in the case, al­
leges that Galt purchased a 
rifle on March 30 in Birming­
ham. J. Edgar Hoover, FBI di­
rector, said the rifle was a 
30.06 weapon equipped with a 
telescopic sight. The firearm 
was found near Galt’s rooming 
house after King’s murder.

In t h e first FBI statement 
concerning the c a s e, Hoover 
confirmed that Galt is the own­
er of a 1966 white Mustang 
automobile, bearing Alabama 
license plates, which was found 
abandoned in Atlanta a week 
after the slaying.

Purchase of Car
Hoover said investigation dis­

closed that Galt purchased the 
car “from a private citizen” in 
Birmingham on Aug. 30. He 
said the odometer indicated 
that the vehicle had been driv­
en more than 19,000 miles be­
tween late August and early 
April. I

Hoover said FBI agents had 
traced Galt’s movements in the 
car to Los Angeles, New Or­
leans. Birmingham, Memphis, 
Atlanta, and Mexico. He was 
reported to have been in Mem­
phis on April 3 and 4 and to 
have left there for Atlanta, the 
director said.

Hoover said the FBI investi­
gation has disclosed that Galt 
ha/ claimed to have worked as 
a cook on Mississippi r»er ves­
sels and as a merchant sea­
man. He is described!, as an 
avid dancer and took dancing 
lessons in New Orleans in 1964 
and 1965, in Birmingham dur­
ing September and October, 
1967, and in Long Beach, Cal., 
from December, 1967, to last 
February, Hoover said.

Course in Bartending
The government statement 

said Galt left Los Angeles on 
Dec. 15 and drove the Mustang 
to New-©M®ta& where he as­
serted he contacted either an 
engineering or a contracting 
firm. There is no indication in 
the statement of the source of 
the information.

Galt is alleged to have left 
New Orleans on Dec. 19 a n d 
arrived back in Los Angeles on 
Dec. 21. While in the Los An­
geles area early this year, the 
statementsaid, Galt took a 
course arti o'artenders’ school 
and was graduated on March 2.

Galt is described as a white 
male, approximately 5 feet, 8 
inches to 5 feet, 11 inches tall, 
and weighing between 16| and 

175 pounc s. He is described as 
a neat dresser, of medium 
build, wit^ brown hair worn in 
a brush cut. He reportedly has 
blue eyes and his nose is de­
scribed as straight and narrow. 
His teeth are straight and 
clean, the government said.

Has Nervous Habit
The FBI said Galt has given 

his date of birth as July 20, 
1931, which would make him 36 
years old. It is believed the 
birth date comes from his ap­
plication for a driver’s license 
to drive the Mustang.

“The fugitive is said to have 
a nervous habit of occasionally 
pulling at an ear lobe with his 
hand,” the government state­
ment said. “His left ear pro­
trudes farther from his head 
than his right ear.”

Hoover said persons who 
have met Galt describe him as 
a “loner” and characterize his 
language and diction as 
“rural.” iHe suggested Galt 
“probably] does not have a high 
degree of education.”

FBI spokesmen refused to 
comment beyond the informa­
tion contained in the gov­
ernment statement, s even to 
disclose whether authorities be­
lieve that Galt is the [fugitive’s 
real name.

The spokesmen also refused 
to comment on where FBI 
agents obtained the Harvey 
Lowmyer alias for Galt, or to 
say whether the rifle recovered 
near the scene of the murder 
was the. weapon used in the 
crime.

Reason for Charge
The government was forced 

to file a conspiracy complaint 
because there is no federal 
statute covering [murder, ex­
cept that of federal officials 
or murder committed on fed­
eral property. There is no in- 
dicatioh in the government 
statement that the FBI knows
the identity of the man whom 
Galt passed off as his brother, 
and authorities refused to com­
me nt. I

The FBI said Gialt “should 
be t considered armed and dan­
gerous.” Persons Jwith infor­
mation about him were re­
quested to get in touch with 
the nearest FBI office at once.
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[AP Wiredioto]

Before Drawing 4
Closed eyes of Eric Starvo Galt in original photo.

Suspect Wanted
FBI says this is picture of Eric Starvo Galt, 

for whom warrant for arrest was issued. FBI 
artist drew in eyes in photograph.
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' LOS ANGELES Wl—Two men 
say they told the FBI that a 
man identified as Eric Starvo 
Galt was a shy, quiet man who 
spent $700 in three months on 
dancing an# bartending lessons.

The managers of a dancing 
school and a bartending school 
told newsmen they identified a 
former pupil' as Galt, who is 
wanted in the slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. on April 
4 in Memphis. .

FBI Circulate Photo
Rod Arvidson, 46, general 

manager of National Dance 
Studios, said he notified the 
FBI Saturday after recognizing 
halt from a composite drawing 
m a newspaper. " I 
| “He’s certainly no rmxer,” 
Arvidson said. “He had trouble 
coordinating one foot I with 
another.” .

A photo of Galt circulated by 
'the FBI was obtained Tuesday 
from the International School 
of Bartending, the school’s, 
director said. The director, 

: Tomas Reyes Lau, said a man 
called Eric S. Galt was gradu­
ated from the Hollywood school 
March 2 after an excellent 

: record in a $225 four-week 
course, which he attended' 
Saturday mornings and Sunday 

■ afternoons. \ 
; Fidgety Manner

Galt’s application listed his 
i address asHollywood and his i 
, birthdate as July 30, 1931, and 
। stated he was single. The FBI i 
! in Washington said the wanted I 
i man was 36.

As a* student of bartending 
■ arid dancing, not only Lau and 
i Arvids® but two dan® instruc- 
' tors aieed: Galt v»s with­
, drawn and a loner. it 
: ' .‘■‘Hb just didn’t .show anything 
■ 'hut., a .crookpd .smile*an#ya 

fidgety ‘manper,” said an ’in^i 
■ structor, I!3ihy Wan,.®^^ i

iw.
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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STEAD^ ’DRINKERI WALLACE FAN

Galt Is Described
As A Moody

for a place on the Gaifornia -
By David Larsen June primary ballot. I

Racist
By June primary

Stein said his siste:, Rita,LA. Times Special . . ,
HOLLYWOOD—Eric Starvoi had made the arrangements.

Galt, prime suspect in the, 
murder of, Dr. i 
Martin Luther | 
King Jr., em-1 
erged Thurs­
day as: I

; A ferdent 
i supporter® of 

the presiden­
tial bid of

f o r m e r Al-
eric starvo • abama G o v. 

galt George C.
Wallace.

An anti-Negro who once got 
into a wild argument at a 
Hollywood cocktaiL lounge 
with a girl who defended Ne­
groes.

A man who made at least 
one mysterious trip in recent 
months to New Orleans, a fact 
which appears to be of great 
interest to the FBI.

While at the Sultan Room 
lounge, she had let it be 
known that her two children 
had to return soon from her 
sister’s home in NeW Orleans. 
Galt said he would be going 
there and agreed Ho take Stein 
along to fetch the children if
Stein wi 
lace.

The j

Id sign up/for Wal-

lext day, -Stein said,
Galt picked him up at the 
sister’s home and drove him 
to Wallace headquarters.

“I thought he was some

A steady drinker, altd 
ly moody and contentfl 
public. I

This picture came in

nate- 
is in

to fo-
cus as the result of a series 
of exclusive interviews con- 
ducte 1 by the Los Angeles 
Time with persons who 
knewSGalt when he lived here.

A songwriter whom Galt 
drove to New Orleans and 
back in a white Mustang in 
December said he had a 
strong impression that the 
suspect was not using his 
right name.

The statement was made by 
Charles Stein, 38, . who was of­
fered the free ride after he 

Sagged to add his signature to 
' thedriye by Wallace to qualify

kind fof politician,” Stein re- 
cailed. “I got the impressioi 
fcy|ll knew him.” i

Robert Walters, campaign ed- ! 
ordinator for Wallace'in Cali­
fornia, disputed this.
~ “We checked all of our name 
files here—particularly those 
from the North Hollywood of* 
fice—and found nothing under 
the name of Galt or the other 
names he reportedly used/’

’ Walters said.
Stein said that after he 

had registered for Wallace’s 
American Independent Party, 

| he and Galt departed for New 
I Orleans.

■i Galt did not disclose why he 
was making the trip. He told 
his passenger he “knew same 
people mere.” He said he pad 
been there before. *

While passing through Texas, 
according to Stein," Gjalt made' 
several ^longdistance calls 
from phone ^sfl^ but „3e- 
clined to discW any of them.-'
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'■ ''St^-said ><Stt clearly at­
tempted to impress upon him 
his name, emphas&igg it in 

’unnecessary ways^ such as 
when they checked in at mo­
tels. ’• . - -
‘ “I think he was establishing 
a . fictitious identity,” Stein

i said. "I got these vibrations. i 
r i don’t think it WW’Seal H 
name.”

Galt told his passenger he 
had just sold a bar in Mexi­
co. . ■ ■ - -

^“d didn’t believe it!” Stein ! 
said! “His Spanish was too 
touristy.” ’

During the drive the suspect 
also remarked that he liked 

, to hunt, Stein said.
Stein said that at one point 

he brought up the subject of 
race with Galt, commenting 
that the same Creator made 
everybody and that color is 
just incidental. He said Galt 
was noncommital.

Stein said he believes the 
suspect made a subsequent 
trip to New Orleans.

■ “I heard he was asking peo­
ple if they wanted him to drop , 
anything off while he was 
down there,” Stein said.

Stein said FBI agents have 
beef visiting him almost ev­
ery May, showing- great interest 
in me suspecus activities in 
New* Orleans, fee said, how­
ever, that he |nd Galt went 
their separate ways while in 
that city, and he had no idea 
what his companion was up to.

At the time of the trip, Gait 
was starving in a Los Angeles 
apartment. Residents there 
either did not know or re­
mained tight-lipped about him.

However, Galt subsequently 
moved to a hotel, the St. Fran­
cis, on Hollywood Blvd. One 
block away is a cocktail

lounge known as'the Rabbits] as'Galt would sit at tile bar. 
Foot Club. , ’sipping his screwdrivers, Qfe

The crowd there remembers often preached'his support^
-E«; Starvo Galt very well. 1 Wallace. f

Hmtil three or tour weeks I “He’s the man we wan^’ 
ag® according to i bartender the bartender quoted GaltW 
Bo Del Monte, Galt was a '
nightly patron. He yould come 
in at around 9 p.m., perch on 
a stool near the door, and or­
der the first of several screw­
drivers (vodka and orange 
juice).

Adele Lewis, who was work-

f saying. i!;
Del Monte said Galt once 

tried to begin a conversation 
ii with a Negro girl, but 0e 

walked away from him. A
Nobody interviewed at ^ 

i Rabbits Foot Club remem-
bered Galt giving his name^Jp( _ . . . • • . : wWCU wull: glVlllg Alls IICUuCmW

mg there at the time, recalled facj -nobody realized who'he
that Galt often got into argu-
ments when he tried to strike 
up conversations. ' f

“H® one asked if « could 
buyJne a drink,” site said.

was until his picture appeared 
in newspapers on Thursday.

Del Monte said the photow 
Galt with his eyes closed

“Since I was workin] 
no.”!

I said yon.

“Huh, you think you’re too 
good,” Galt bristled, accord­
ing to Miss Lewis.

But the flung everybody at 
thejRabbits Foot Club remem-

caused ® immediate recoil®­
. “flat’s the way he at 

here,” the bartender sail. 
“When |e wasn’t taking, |e
would sit sort of dozing.” “ 3

Del Monte said Galt usually 
had four or five screwdrivers

। be® most about Galt is t le big " 
dispute he got into.

Jim Morrison, who was the 
bartender that night, recalled 
that Galt was talking with a 
young woman named Pattie. 
Somehow the conversation 
turned to Negroes; and she de­
clared them to be “good peo­
ple.”

Suddenly, Galt began drag­
ging her by the arm toward 
the door. .

“I’ll drop you off in Watts, 
(the predominantly Negro 
area ottos Angeles) at d we’ll

1 see how you like it ther !”
1 Galt shnuted. r

Del Monte said anottter cus- 
■ tomer who had been dating, the 
girl followed the pair outside, 
and Galt fled. '

A short time later,' accord­
ing to Del Monte, a Negro was 
struck in the bead by a rock 
in a nearby parking lot. / j

Morrison remembered, that |

a night. . • Ji
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This is the application Eric.S. Galt submitted to a Los Angeles bartending school last Jarf? 
19. The application listed a Hollywood' hotel as his home address and a previous work saP 
ary as ”$50.00." (AP) '
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Report Informer-Gives FBI Give

Jo Galt's Trail
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (UPI) 

—FBI sources indicated 
T h u r s d a y that informa­
tion from an alleged conspir­
ator in the assassination of

the “alleged brother” or some 
other co - conspirator in the 
killing.

It apparently was because 
of the expected impending

s pe c i a 1 emergency -phone I from a bartenders’ school? ^' 
numberin J?ashington, NA 3- J Galt’s Mustang was>fi»Hnd 
7117, tOTpersons to call with I abandoned near alpi^lic 
information. housing project in AMU “ 'information.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.< arrest that authorities ob- 
may lead/them to Eric Starvol tained a first-degree murder
Galt, the! accused killer.

An FBI spokesman in 
Washington said “the FBI has 
no one in custody in connec­
tion with Dr. King’s slaying,” 
but another source indicated 
the' FBI was either in com­
munication with or question­
ing the “alleged brother” of 
Erie Galt. The brother has 
not been charged.

After Galt bought a rifle 
from a sporting goods store 
here March 29, sources said.
he took it to the ‘alleged
brother” who was quoted as 
saying the .243 Remington 
rifle was “riot- the gun we 
need.” Galt returned to the 
s p o r t i n g goods store and 
swapped the. first rifle for a 
.304)6 Remington pump action 
rifle on March 30, sources 
close to the investigation said.

Tests Kept Secret
The FBI has refused to say 

What ballistics tests on that 
weapon, found near the Me n- 
phia flophouse that served as 
the Jsniper’s post, had e- 
vea»d.

FBI agents believed at one 
point Wednesday that they 
had tracked Galt down. Some­
where in California, sources 
close to the investigation dis­
closed Thursday. . \

The tip reportedly came from

warrant against Galt, and also 
a federal warrant charging 
him with conspiracy.

Where in California author­
ities expectedto make the at- 
rest yvas not disclosed, but 
Galt is known to have spent 
time in the Los Angeles area.

Tip Believed Wrong
Sources said that the tip 

was wrong, or that Galt—if he 
is in California — eluded au­
thorities.

Galt was charged Wednes­
day on a federal warrant 
signed by FBI agent Joseph 
H. Gamble and U.S. Comr. 
Mildred F. Sprague with con­
spiracy to violate the civil 
rights of Dr. King.

All copies of the warrants 
from the charge were in FBI 
hands and not being released 
publicly. The complaint from 
which the warrant was drawn 
said the charge was based in 
part on “identificatioii”fof the 
gun used by defendanw(Galt) i 
found at the scene pf the 
crime.” * I

Thousands of black-and- 
white wanted posters were 
distributed throughout the na­
tion Thursday describing Galt 
as “extremely dangerous,” 
listing his aliases as John 
Willard and Harvey Lowmey- 
er, and carrying the FBI’s

Motel Visit Told ।
Although no copies of the [ 

first-degree murder warrant । 
filed against Galt in Memphis 
were publicly distributed, 
Memphis police were known to 
be investigating a report by 
a night desk clerk at the Reb­
el Motel in that city that a 
man registered as Eric S. 
Galton April 3 and a white 
Mustang auto With Mexican 
tourist stickers was parked at 
the motel. -

The clerk, Ivan B. Webb, 
said the man apparently did 
not leave the motel room dur­
ing the night, which was the 
night before Dr. King was 
shot, and that room lights re-, 
mained on all night.

Peter Cherpes, operator of 
the roomins house where 
Galt stayed! here from I Aug.

26 to Oct. 7" 1967, was sown 
the FBI picture and said,|“NOj 
that’s not him.”

The FBI says Galt, 36, is 
between 5-foot-? and 5-foot-ll, 
weighing 160 to 170 pounds, 
and that he took dancing les-
sons 
1964 
last 
and

when in New Orleans in 
and 1965; in Birmingham 
Sepetmber and Octobet, 
in Long ' Beach, Calif,

from December to February.* 
He left Los Angeles Dec. 11, 

the FBI saM.’droveto New Or­
leans and Contacted either an 
engineering or' contracting 
firin. Then£ie>etumed to Le^ 
Angeles - ‘8|c, A2L-
there was‘graduated’Marchal

it a--the
Thursday after the a^ssB?; 
tion. Two Atlanta taxi dn^'

| ers t< 
| rides 
like t

the FBI-they ^e^
a man who 
FBI’s earlier

of G/t, but neither 
identify the FBI pictt 
leased Wednesday.

xnild-
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Push Search
/for Suspect 
. ini King Case

BY JAY BOWLES
MEMPHIS W —The nation’s The/Statement disclosed for 

police intensified .a search to J time that Galt was in 
for Eric Starve Galt, sought-® < day“b6for> King 
“ V ^^ 'Was slot, altho he did J move 
ton of the Rev. Martin Luther -^ ^ rooming housl from 

j i j * .which the fatal buTlet was fired
Thousands of wanted posters ■ ta th day'of the assassina- 

are just gaming'wide distnbu- J • , ■
tion 2 days after thie FBI pub- no“.
licly identified Galt, 36,- as' the 
man it had sought secretly | 
since a week after the April 4 ■ 
slaying. .

The FBI refused to comment 
on whether it believes Galt is 
the man’s real name or was 

^simply a cover built painstak- 
tingly over a number of months. 
J Two Aliases — John Willard1 
«and Harvey Lowmeyer — were 
‘listed jpn the federal conspiracy ■ 
S‘-arra|t issued agaimt Galt in 
, irmijgham,. Ala.,. Wednesday 
^afternoon' and the filst degree 
‘murder warrant ‘issued by the i 
a^tate against him here Wednes­
day night. 1
< “John Willard” was the name 
t«sed by the man who checked 
sjinto a Main street rooming 
^house 3 hours before King was 
>*shot as he stood on the balcony 
Jof a motel here. There has been 
ujio reference to the second alias.

-The FBI denied it had taken
•dnto custody the man it said 
ijGalt described as his brother, 
Sand denied also that the brother ]
^jwas aiding in the search. The, 
federal warrant, issued Wednes- 
■'day, claimed Gali ami the 
'brother entered into a conspir­
acy March 29 to violatefcings
■•civil fights. j
* Th« FBI covered marty spe-
•cificj details about Galts life 
over^lhe last several years, in- 

eduding the fact that he is an 
Javid dancer, has '•rural 
•speech," apparently lacks edu- 
Jcation, and has a. “nervous 
habit ul puihr_ <i .at ( ii him

CHICAGO AMERICAN

CHICAGO,ILLINOIS

3 STAR FINAL

DATE

EDITOR: LLOYD WENDT

CHICAGO OFFICE

SEARCHED. INDEXED 
..Fl LED J*

APR 19 1968
FBI —CHICAGO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



^x-Chichgoi
identified

Daily News Wire Services

. WASHINGTON — The FBI 
Friday identified Eric Starvo 
Gault, sought in the murder of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., as James Earl Ray, 
an escapee from the Missouri 
Penitentiary who once lived in 
Chicago.

Ray, 40, originally of Alton, 
HL, once was arrested in Chi- 

i c^o for armed robbery and - 
served time in state prifon at 
|)liet and Pontiac, Ill. I

Police records in dhicago 
show Rgy was arrestea May 
6, 1952, by police of the Chi­
cago Av. district and charged 
with armed robbery. ’

He g^ve his address as 353
W. Fullerton, and said he wal tent/fipgeq>r^its'
a. -lahorer ^.working at .^9^.
Ohio^ W. jtold ^police lie .had.

lived in Chicago Tbr-nine’ 
monthp. - J

RAff WAS charged volt h 
robMig Earl Docker, a/bel­
low ’Cab driver, and Louis 
Knox, who then lived! at 6945 
N. Paulina. The robbery took 
place at 2:55 a.m. in front of 

। 19 W. Delaware.
He appeared in Felony Court 

before Judge Matthew Harti­
gan and was ordered held to 
the grand jury. Ray posted . 

! $3,000 bond, and on June 13, 
1952,/ pleaded guilty before 
CrMnal- Court Judge Twilbur.
J. droWley. • , ’ ; f ,

Growley sentenced Ray to a 
term of 1 to 2 years in Joliet 
penitentiary, but police rec­
ords show he served his time 

i at Ponutiac penitentiary. i
He was released March l2, -

1954, . at the expiration of his 
sentencrf

At tip time of his arrest 
^ police he wat nn-
marrietj.' ,

The FBT sgid Ray, 'jwMe^ 
tified - through '“a systematic 
and- exhaustive ^jea i ch of H- 
to>Ti1i..iAfmnaMMhwirtV ^nppygf^ 
in the'K!ing“case agairistaffie
fingerprint's of the'ffiXSe

CHICAGO DAILY NEWS

CHICAGO

DATE .

RAGE :■ I COL: ^

EDITION: RED STREAK

EDITOR: ROY M. FISHER

CHICAGO OFFICE

SEARCHED.

SERIALIZE!
INDEXED 

.FILEDj

APR 2 2 1968

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



53,000 pedons fo?Whomwant- , THE FBI SAip Ray h a s । 
e§ noticesi^OLfile.in thi Me-'.
iitireau’s'. idehtincation divi­
sion.- '

RAY WAS reported missing 
from the Missouri State Peni­
tentiary at Jefferson City last 
April 23. He ‘ was serving a 
20-year sentence for an armed 
robbery in St. Louis and op­
erating a motor vehicle with­
out the owner’s permission.

The FBI said Ray has been 
a federal fugitive since last 
July 20, when' an FBI com­
plaint was filed at Jefferson 
City charging him with unlaw­
fully fleeing from Missouri to 
avoid confinement.

Ras, -who had been at the 
prison (since March .17, I960, 
spent seme time in September, 
1966, in the maximum seairity 
ward at the state hospital in 
Fulton, Mo.

THE MAN known as Galt 
was changed Wednesday with 
the firf-degree murder of

King Ajyil 4 in Memphis, Tenn. 
He. also is charged in a fetMral 
warrant with^ conspiracy end 
murder in the King assassina­
tion. ■

’ A drifter since he left school 
in the 10th grade at Alton, the 
FBI said Ray received a three­
month sentence at hard labor 
for being drunk and “break­
ing” arrest while in the army.

Ray—who works as a baker, 
laborer and color matcher— 
has an arrest record dating at 
least to 1949, when he was 
convicted for burglary in Los 
Angeles. He also was convicted 
in 1952 for armed jobbery in 
Plica*) and in 19.53 for forg-1 
ing US. postal moify orders 
in, M®soupi. _ 1 * ■ '

H$ §tl^)“has served terms in 
a- Ips' Angelas County' jail, j 
and the. federal penitentiary { 
-at-fpri’ Leavenworth, Kan. i

Bride, James Walton, W. C. 
Herron and Jameu O’Conner. \

Ray claims to have been 
born | | in Illinois ;
—but the FBI did not say । 
where. He is about 5-feet-10, । 
weighs 163 to 174 pounds,- has ; 
blue eyes and br.oa3L.hair and 
two scars: A saiallw^i the-’’ 
center -of his . forehead and : 
another on the palm- of his 
righthand. __

1^1
Jamel Earl Ray, alias Eric 

Starvo Galt.
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Got Priso both arms, and Ray tell thru a 
basement window.

to a Brought to Trial
HQ Aftef being treated fi

» woundfe in the Bridewell hospi-
his

. tai, Bay was brought td trial 
and on June 4 was taken/to the 
state prison in Joliet and later 
was transferred to the Pontiac 
branch. He was discharged on 
March 12, 1954, at expiration 
of sentence.

Before the court hearing, the 
late Leonard J. Prystalski, as­
sistant chief of the probation 
office, interviewed Ray and 
summarized the information in 
the following statement:

“His father's name is 
George, his mother’s Lucille, 
and he is the oldest of two 
brothers, John, 35, and Jerry, 
32. He went as far as the 8th 
grade at Quincy and then en­
listed in the army in 1946.

1 “He States he worked for the

James Earl Ray, 40, thetaan 
beingt sought for Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s slaying, vowed to 
a Chicago judge in 1952 that if 
he was given probation for 
armed robbery he would 
“never become involved with 
the law again.”

Chief Justice ' Wilbert F. 
Crowley of Criminal court 
accepted Ray’s plea of guilty 
and sentenced him to one to 
two years in prison..

Chicago police and court 
records indicate Ray, who also 
used the name Galt, was shot 
and wounded as he tried to 
escape arrest at 1:30 a. m. May 
6,' 1952, for robbing a taxi 
driver of $11 at 19 W. Delaware 
st.

’ ' Tells of Robbery' '
The robbery victim, Louis C.

6945 N. Paulina st., aKnox.
Red Top taxicab driver, said 
Ray entered his cab al Maple 
and Clark streets and I ordered 
him to drive to 67 E| Cedar. 
There, he placed a pistol at the 
driver’s head and robbed him.

Across the street, Robert 
Everhart, 7404 N. Overhill av., 
saw the robbery in progress 
and began chasing Ray, calling 
for assistance from police.

George Green, then a Chi­
cago avenue patrolman and 
now a captain, and John 
McDonough, then a patrolman 
who now is working for the 
Chicago civil defense office, 
gave chase. Green ffred a 
warning shot, , I

Ray, who was trying to es­
cape down an alley, was trapped 
on top of a fence. When he re­
fused to surrender, Green fired 
another shot, hitting Ray in

ton av. and said he was work­
ing as a laboredAfiuE. Ohio 
st Mrs. Hugh Schwartzberg, 
who has been living at the
Fullerton address sine J 1966, 
aid the building is [a one- 

family residence.
The Schwartzberg residence 

is rented from the McCormick 
Theological seminary. An as­
sistant to the seminary treas­
urer said the three-story brick 
home was used as a rooming or 
boarding house in 1952 and later 
was remodeled into a one-fam­
ily residence.

The Callaghan Publishing 
company was located at 401 E. 
Ohio st. at the timfe of the ar­
rest. A spokesman for the com­
pany, now located at 6141 N. 
Cicero av., said Employment 
records of persons leaving the 
company are destroyed after 
I sight years.

“We have no way of know- 
ng if he ever worked here,” 
he spokesman said.
1 Because of his Chicago resi-

Arvey corporation but quit in dence, Federal Bureau of In- 
951. He says his father ! , " " -June, .

deserted the family in 1947s He
vestigation agents have been 
checking all north side room­
ing houses since Tuesday night,

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

EDITION: 3 STAR FINAL

DATE:

PAGE: / COL: SEC :

EDITOR: W.D.MAXWELL

stated he was never in seifious ■
trouble before and if given (pro­
bation, he would get a jobs and 
never become involved with the 
law again.”

Less Than Candid
Ray was less than candid 

with Prystalski in assessing his 
previous behavior pattern. Tho 
he insisted to Prystalski that 
he was honorably discharged

The Tribune learned.
Federal agents, pursuing the 

possibility that Ray, who as 
Galt claimed he was an unem­
ployed seaman, checked mem­
bership records of the Sea­
farer’s International union at 
9893 Ewing av. A union office 
worker said a computer check 
of names disclosed thert was a 
“J. E. Ray” as a member and 
the 7BI was provided with the 
mar’s work permit number andwith the rank of private first _ _

class, army records show he his Social security number.
The office worker said it ap-was- discharged for ‘“general

ineptness and lack of adaptabil- peared the Ray listed as a 
ity for military service.” He member would be much older 
served three months in the than the man being sought.
guardhouse for being drunk and 
for “breaking arrest.” - I

He also lied to the probation 
officer! in. denying he wa| con­
victed’in Los Angeles in 1949 
for burglary and in Alton in 
1951 for driving without a li­
cense.

At the time of his arrest, he 
gave his address at 853 Fuller-
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Finger Prints 
Used to Identify 
Illinois Man, 40

BY DON HARRIS
Rivaling some of the great­

est manhunts in history, the 
search for the killer of the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
today spread across the nation.

James Earl Ray, 40, born in 
Alton, Ill., is identified by the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga­
tion as the assassination sus­
pect.

Ray, an escapee from the 
Missouri State prison at Jef­
ferson City, Mo., is being 
sought in Chicago, downstate 
Illinois, Los Angeles, New 
Orleaiis, Birmingham, Ala., St. 
Louis J and anywhere else he 
has lived.

On “Most Wanted” List
The FBI today placed Ray 

on its “most wanted” list.
The suspect actually is ihe 

11th man placed on the tradi­
tional list of “10 most waited 
fugitives,” but the search nor 
Ray obviously overshadows all 
others.

FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover leading the massive 
hunt with Attorney General 
Ramsay Clark said, the fugi­
tive was added to the list “to 
insure the widest possible dis­
semination of Ray’s photograph 
and description to help effect 
his earliest possible location.”

Not since the days of the 
search for the Lindbergh baby 
kidnaper or John Dillinger,

day in Birmingham, Ala., still 
leaves unanswered a motive for 
the crime. i

There is speculation that 
Ray was hired to kill King. 
The civil rights leader was 
shot lo death April 4 while 
standing on the balcony of a 
Memphis motel.

The fatal shot was traced to 
a bathroom in a nearby flop­
house. The suspect, using the 
name John Willard, had rented 
a room in the building. He 
fled, leaving behind a Reming­
ton 30.06 caliber rifle and fin­
ger prints.

Warden Harold Swenson of 
the Missouri prison, from 
which Ray escaped April 23, 
1967, said there is no doubt in 
his mind that Ray “could be 
a paid assassin.”

Chick Police Records
“He s extremely dangerous,

Many Arrests Likely months increased speculation 
that more than one man usedAuthorities expect numerous hat mor™ uocu

pickups of possible suspects, the name. They include.
An unidentified man was taken A long-nosed man in his late 
from an Illinois Central rail-, twenties who was seen in the
road freight train yesterday Memphis rooming house from 
afternoon in Clinton, 1111 after which the shot was fired that 
authorities received a tip that killed King. J
he looked. like Ray.— ------ _ A lio-year old, quiet-spoken

DeWitt county Sheriff Claude man whQ ta]ked about the
Barrett ?aid the man is being weatber jn a Birmingham 
held pending identification by , „ , la„t fan 
the FBI. Agents in Springfield, r°oming house last talL 
Ill., said they have no reason 
to believe the man is Ray, but

cold b coded, and
Swenson said.

Information from

ruthless,’

all over
the country is being chan' leled
thru the FBI headquarte ■s in
Washington.

Now that the FBI has iden­
tified Ray as the mysterious 
Galt, police departments thru- 
out the land are better able to 
assist in the search.

His police record in various
cities, including Chicago, 
being checked.

Hundreds Face Quizzing
Hundreds of associates

is

of

are checking all leads.
Identification should be eas­

ier now that authorities have 
complete sets of Ray’s finger 
prints available for distribu­
tion.

Finger Prints Checked
FBI Director Hoover explain­

ed how it was determined that 
Galt and Ray were the same 
person.

“A systematic and exhaustive 
search of latent finger prints 
uncovered in the Dr. King case 
[were matched] against the 
finger prints of more than 53,­
000 persons for whom ‘wanted 
notices’ have been posted in 
FBI files,” Hoover said.

The FBI did not say where it 
got the finger prints. There is 
speculation they were left in 
the rooming house, on the rifle, 
or on a 1966 white Mustang wit­
nesses reported leaving the vi­
cinity of the shooting.

Other Aliases Listed

A 36-year-old “avid dancer” 
who bought a rifle in Birming­
ham, and who took dancing 
lessons in New Orleans at a 
time when Ray was in prison.

An apparent inconsistency in 
the descriptions of Ray or Galt 
is that he is a loner, but likes 
to dance.

“Very Smart Cookie”
Warden Swenson described 

Ray as “a very smart cookie.”
“Hi was tough, wiry, and 

determined to go over t^e
wall,’] Swenson said. “He 

never accept confine-woul<
ment. He had to be out, free
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once labeled Public Enen 
1, have the FBI and oth 
enforcement agencies p 
many i/en on the trail 
fugitive/

/Hired to Kill?

w No. 
r law 
(it so 
of a

Ray, including persons he met 
while spending 13 years and 5 

months in prison, ale being 
soughtJand questioned.

Former prison mates of Ray 
will be watched closely in ease 
the fugitive seeks refuge with 
one of them.

The FBI has distributed pic­
tures of Ray, a complete de­
scription, including his habits,

The car has since been im­
pounded in Atlanta. 1

In addition to Galt and Wil­
lard, Ray i sed such alias' >s as . 
Harvey Lo vmyer, James Me- 
Bride, James Walton, VI . C.
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The sudden disclosure by the

such as pulling an ei lobe
with his .left hand, and| a list 
of his 'many aliases, to| police 
in major cities.

The next step will be to flood
FBI that Ray is the “Eric smaller towns and sheriff’s po­

lice with information on Ray’sStarve Galt,” named as a sus­
pect in King’s murder in a 

| federal warrant issued Wednes-
background.

COL:

Herron, and James O’Connor. EDITOR
The name Galt was given 

when the rifle that was used to 
kill King was purchased in Bir­
mingham, Ala., 5 days' before 
the assassination. ■

Some investigators believe 
Galt was a8 cover name used 
by several men in a conspiracy 
to murder King. The FBI still 
insists there was no conspiracy, 
tho a brother of Ray reportedly 
has been questioned in Chic ago.

More Ilian One Man?
Some of tie various descrip­

tions of Galt given by persons 
who met him in the last 6
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to do whatever he pleased.
“They called him ‘the mole,’ 

because he would dig into the 
earth, do anything to» try to 
get lout.”

portedly are cooperating with 
authorities.

The warden said Ra ? never
showed any prejudice! toward 
Negroes. ‘

Escapes in Bread Truck
“He was a loner while in 

prison,” Swenson said. “He 
was not agressive in manner, 
but the general feeling among 
prisoners was that he was a 
man to be left alone.”

Ray was unsuccessful in two 
escape attempts at the Mis­
souri prison. He made it on hi's 
third try, hiding in a bread 
truck.

After one of his escape fail­
ures, Ray was sent to a prison 
hospital in Fulton, Mo., for a 
mental checkup. Dr. Donald B. 
Peterson, hospital superintend 
ent, commented:

In addition to the federal 
warranty Ray _js sought m -_ 
Tennessee murder charge.

Tennessee authorities ade 
pected ( '

“We gave him our Grade A, 
Class I workup. We foui
mental disease or defect 
in the law.”

no 
ith-

_________ ex­
, j * t° a?^ ^e death sen- 
tenca for King’s slayer. I

J. EDGAR HOOVER 
Directs Search

Served 7 Years J
Ray had served 7 years of a 

20-year sentence for the 1959 
armed robbery of a St. Louis 
supermarket when he fled.

In his home town of Alton, 
Ill., his reputation is well 
known. Police Chief William H. 
Peterson described Ray as “a 
dirty-necked thief who slept all 
day and stole all night.”

“His record is as dirty as 
he is,” Petersen said.

Mystery About Lessons
The FBI has yet to explain 

why, in its Wednesday state­
ment, it said Galt took dancing 
lessons in New Orleans in 1964 
and 1965. Ray was in the Mis­
souri prison then.

The federal warrant fof Galt 
accused him of conspiring with
an | “alleged brother” 
death of King.

the

There are indications, how- 
evet, that the FBI referred to 
the brother merely because 
this allowed them to use the 
conspiracy charge.

Members of Ray’s family re-

i
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BUILDING at 853 Fullerton av., now an apartment 
building, once was a rooming house. James Earl Ray, 
sought in connection with the assassination of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King, said he lived here in 1952.



Ray&old home a fleabag^
ST. LOUIS (UPl) -Tlje 

place where James Sari Ray 
lived in St. Louis is not fit 
even for roaches.

It is a sad tattered place in 
which old, sad, tattered men 
live. '

Ray, before he was senr 
fenced to 20 years for armed 
robbary in 1959, lived at 2023 
Parra in what was once a 
fashionable part of town 
known as Lafayette Square.

Today, the neighborhood is 
run down, like the three-story

dilapidated boarding house 
where Ray lived.

THE MAN who lives in 
Ray’s old room was a shab­
bily dressed derelict. He was 
playing solitaire in his 10-by- 
10 foot room that has one 
window overlooking the fire 
escape. |

There is a singla radiator 
in the room; dirty Checkered 
linoleum on the ffcor, and 
dirty-green wallpaper. '

There’ is a single bed, an

old che^t of drawers,' a-bight; 
stand and a' wooden tabled ;

The house’ beards a’ bullet' 
hole mark, a memento of 
when- Ray was captured by 
police shortly after a grocery 
holdup. Police warned tenants 
to stay in their rooms As they 
made the arrest inside the 
boarding hi 

The bulle 
about one 
nine years 
holdup in 
taken.

: hole 
year 
after

was patched 
ago, ,<a|nost 
the grEery

which $1901'wac
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Bare Chicago 
Past
Sbuglit 
In City 
By FBI

By Art Petacque
James Earl Ray, 40, 

suspected as the slayer of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., is a 
former Chicago resident -who 
has been sought here during 
the last week by FBI agents, 
The Sun-Times learned Fri­
day- . . . '

Ray, also known as Eric 
Starvo Galt, is a native of 
Alton, Ill., and apparently is |- 
an avid dancer who fre­
quented learn - to - dance stu-1x
dies.

For this reason, FBIiagents 
in tl£ last four or five days 
hav^ checked at leaf: four 
dan® studios in Chicago, and 
probably more," looking for 
him.

. 3 Names Checked
The Sun-Times learned that 

agents supplied dance studio 
operators there with three ; 

jiames to I check against (the 

names oflheir registered stu- ■ 
dents. Ode of the namesfwas I 
Galt.; Neither of the other two 1 
was Ray. I

In' addition to 'Galt, Ray

used four aliases — James 
McBride, James Walton, Wil- 
Ham .Herron and James 
O’Cqenor. , ,

InJtheir manhunt, we FBI 
agerfs checked 53,000 finger- 

i prints with the prin® found 
in the King killing.

Besides dance studios, they 
checked bartender schools and 
the bartenders’ union, carry- - 
ing with them at least two 
photos of Galt.

When they learned from the 
fingerprints that Galt really 
was Ray, they began a re­
check of every place they had 
visited previously. ,

It was learned that agents, 
called at the four Fred As­
taire Dance Studios at 32 W. 
Randolph, 1623 W. Melrose,. 
4077 N. Milwaukee and 2144 
W.95th.

Also checked was a fifth 
studio, the Winn School of 
Music and Dancing, 3845 W.
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Fullerton, where agents 
showed employes a picire of 
Ray- . | /

Ncfce could identify hirt. .
Ray lived in Chicago for 

about nine months in the ear­
ly 1350s. On May 6, 1952, he 
was arrested by Chicago Av. 
detective George Green, now 
watch commander of the 8th 
District, and his partner 
John McDonough, since re­
tired, , for armed robbery.. 
Green is Mayor Daley’s broth­
er-in-law. . .
’Ray wa^ shot during tile cap-
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ture and wounded in sboth 
arms. . ■ "

। Ray, who gave his address 
then as 853 V<4Ub*>n, told 
police that he worked as a 
laborer at 409 E. Ohio and 
had been in Chicago nine 
months. He was arrested at 
19 W. Delaware, and charged 

1 with the robbery of Louis 
Knox, then of 6945 N. Pau- 

। lina, police records show.
; (No one in the area around 
; 853 W. Fullerton remembers 
Ray-)

He was also charged with 
robbing a Yellow Cab Co. 

' driver, Earl Docker.
Knox was a passenger in 

the cab driven by Docker.
The gun used in the robbery 

was not found.
Ray was held to the 'Cook 

County grand jury on $3,000 
bond by the late Felony Court 
Judge Matthew Hartigan. He 
was convicted and sentenced 

i oh June 4, 1952/by Judge Wil­
! bur Crowley to one to two 
years in prison.

He was taken to Stateville 
Penitentiary at Joliet where 
he wore prison No. 32419, 
and on July 7, 1952, was trans­
ferred to Pontiac (Ill.) Refor­
matory, where he wore No. 
19121. ;

He served his full term arid 
was discharged on March 12, 
1954.

It was learned that . Rav 
was born | I in'
Alton, Ill., in the family home 
at 102KW. 9th. His father was
JameSi and his
motherjvas listed asLucy Ma­
her Ra|

He was their first son, rec­
ords in the Madison County 
Courthouse at Edwardsville 
show. 7

A Dr. David Duggan de­
livered him.

Ray left home at the age of 
16, and entered the Army in , 
February, 1946. He received a 
general, discharge from thh

service for “ineptness and? Ray also lived in Qttihcy, 
lack of adaptability for mili- and later was picked up in 
tary service.” st. Louis for armed robbery'

Ray’s prison record says he and was sgjjgaaAto 20 years 
was a mi^g^»policeman । jn prison as a habitual crimi- 
whije serving in Germany. nal, Petersen recalled.

thisRecords show his religion to u was while serving 
be^ Baptist, and his ancestry । term that Ray escaped.
English and German.

The mother apparently re­
married and is listed as Mrs. 
Lucille Ryan, of 214 Spring, 
Quincy, HL, according to Illi­
nois prison records. .

Ray also had an arrest rec­
ord in Alton. ■ ■

Police Chief William H. Pe­
tersen recalled him as a 
“dirty-necked thief who slept 
aH day and stole all -night.”

Petersen said Ray held up, 
Wegner’s Foodliner there, 
only six blocks from the po­
lice station, in August, to.

1 “His"record is sas' ^® ’ as

,he is,” Baid Petersen, ’and it 
dates back to January, 1949.

On j|ly 19, 1951, Ray was| 
arrested for not having a! 
driver’s license. Also in July,’ 
1951, he received a 90-day sus- ’ 
pended sentence for vagrancy. 
In August,. 1954, he was ar­
rested for burglary, and in 
January, 1955, he received a
one-year suspended 
for vagrancy again.

Bernie Burford,

sentence

. .57, who |
said he knew Ray in Alton 1 
described him as a “happy-go- 
lucky” person who liked to

। sing with hillbilly bands. - 
He said he remembered Ray 

from the time Burford worked
in a hillbilly band in t®. 409

1 Tavern in Alton. |
. “He used to come in al the 
time,! whenever'we pl^ed,”

i said Burford, now a mechanic 
at afcervice'station at 9th and' 
Bellf in.Alton. ' j

I ,“He used to come in and- 
come right up to tlje band ^nd' 

I talk to us first thing. Accord-; 
ing to him (Ray), „we wej4' 
old buddy-buddies.' That wags 
his thinking, riot? minejJ^fe? 
was - always^, ' "
lucky, joi^^^’g

Since then, he has 
sought by the FBI on a 
plaint filed in Jefferson

been 
com- 
City,

Mo., charging him with un­
lawfully fleeing Missouri - 
to avoid confinement.

A Chicago Police Depart­
ment photograph of Ray 
showed a man with dark,, 
straight hair parted on the 
left side, clean shaven,1 stand- - 
ing 5 feet 10 and weighing 
150 pounds. t

Cook County, Circuit ICouft 
Chief Judge John S. Boyle , 
was state’s attorney at the !

Ray was proseduted 'itimi 
hen 
. R:
chaise, records show.

pleaded guilty to the

Chicago Sibert

JAWFSaiHW ■' '

1
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GaltUnmasked: 
Dr. King Suspect

Escaped Convict
By Robert L. Jackson and Ronald J. Ostrow

Special from the Los Angeles Times
Eric Starve Galt, the shadowy suspect in the slaying of Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr., was identified Friday by the FBI as an escaped armed 
robber and car thief whose real name is James Earl Ray.

The Federal Bureau of In-, sons. In 1955, he was .convict-
vestigation said it uncovered ed of ffirging postal
Ray, 40, by tediously matching 
faint fingerprints found in the 
two - w e e k - old investigation 
against those of more than 53,­
000 fugitives described in FBI 
files.

Ray, who employed a var­
iety of other aliases during an 
18-year crime career, is now 
the object of one of the great­
est manhunts in history in­
volving FBI, and State and 
local police across the coun­
try. •

Eacaped A Year Ago
Ray escaped April 23, 1967, 

from the Missouri State Pen­
itentiary at Jefferson City. He' 
had served seven years of a 
20yea| sentence forf the $120 
armedl robbery of aaSt. Louis 
supermarket and for stealing 
a carJ •

His arrest record, the FBI 
said, traces back to 1949 when 
he was convicted of a Los An­
geles burglary for which he 
served time in the county jail.

Hid In Truck
He was convicted of a Chi­

cago armed robbery in 1952 
and served two years in Jo­
liet and Pontiac, Ill., state pri-

iey
orders ■ Missouri and senten­
ced to tie federaT penitentfary 
at Leavenworth, Kan., until 
1958. In 1960 he was imprison­
ed for the armed robbery.

After a.t least one urisuccess-
| ful attempt tb escape from the
| Missouri prison, Ray made his 
i break last year, apparently 
hiding in a bakery truck that 

.was making deliveries outside 
ithe walls to prison honor 
J farms. _

An unsuccessful escape at­
tempt in 1966 caused* Ray to 
be. transferred to th s state 
menial hospital at Fultln, Mo., 
where he underwent “mental 
observation” from Sept. f8 to 
Oct. 21,1966. | I

Dr.ponald Peterso|, hospital;

superintendent, s a|i d Ray 
shoull not be considered “an 
e&mental patient.” He ex­
plained that many iimates.

wl(o try to escape are ant to 
Fulton for mental examina-
tion to determine if they view
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themselves as' ‘responsible for ^W^-f’W?? 
their actions.

“Ther^^s" no evidence in? xT^was
whatsoever of any mental di.
sease - or defect,” Peterson
said. He said the prisoner was 1 
“well behaved with us” and 
exhibited no strong racial 
prejudices or other psycho­
logical quirks.

While at the mental hospital, 
Ray was confined to a maxi­
mum security ward for the: 
criminally insane.

Ray’s hospital records listed 
a brother, Jerry Ray, of Post 
Office Box 22, Wheeling,. Ill. 
In addition, a wanted poster 
issued by Missouri authorities 
when Ray escaped from prison 
last year also listed a John 
Ray of St. Louis as a brother.

No trace of either brother 
Could be found by reporters 
Friday, and the FBI declined 
comment when asked about 
them.

Warrants Still Apply
The FBI conspiracy charge 

filed Wednesday against 
“Galt” said he had conspired 
against Dr. King with an un­
named brother. Sources have 
since suggested, however, that 
only one suspect is being 
sought.

The conspiracy warrant 
against "Galt,” as well as a 
later Tennessee first-degree 
murder charge against him,
still apply against Ray, fed­
eral sources said. •

The FBI said all activities 
and travel previously attri­
buted io “Galt” actually ap­
ply t<j Ray—with one excep­
tion. 1 ’he bureau had - said
“Galt” took dancing lessons 
in New Orleans in 1964 and
1965, but this was an error 
since the. suspect was in pris- 
cm at the time.

The bureau’s dossier on 
Ray indira^ifehas been a 
drifter. Henas worked as a 
baker, laborer and color 
matcher.

A 1960 prison photograph re­
leased Friday by the FBI, 
with front and side views, 
showed a slightly thinner face 
with sharper nose than the 
“Galt” photo distributed 
Wednesday.

Army Record Tainted
During almost two decades 

of, arrests and convictions, 
Ray has used such aliases as 
James McBride, James Wal­
ton, W. C. Herron and James 
O’Conner, in addition to Har­
vey Lowmyer, John Williard 
and Galt.

His army record, too, was 
tainted. After enlisting at East 
St. Louis, Ill., in 1946 — at the 
age of 17 — he was sentenced 
to three months’ hard febor 
for drunkenness and breaking 
arrest. 4 |

He was given a general dis­
charge in December, 1948, due 
to “ineptness and lack of 
adaptability for military serv­
ice,” the FBI said.

This phRo of James EKrl 
Ray was made by the St. 
Louis police department in 
1959 after his arrest there 
on a charge of armed rob­
bery. (AP) * -

Authorities said Ray did at- 
W a hong Beach (Calif.) 
dancing school and a Los An* 
geles tiartender 'school during’ 

ree-ipo^th period starting' 
''ierj.^s .previously.
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This drawing was issued by the FBI affei 
the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Ji. 
It was composed fiom descriptions of a 
man calling himself Eiic Starvo Galt.

This pheno of James Earl Ray was taken in 
1959 bylthe St. Louis police after he was 

attested and charged with the armed 
tobbety of a grocery thet<v
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—------- :----------- - ------------------------------- --------------------------- (Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Fogitiye^ iu IChg eas^' -

him to State and Delaware in 
thefRush St. district. , -

By Joe Cappo

ladies Earl Ra;_ .passed ' 
through many places—and had
run-ins with the law in sev­
eral of them, including Chi­
cago—before he became one 
of the nation’s most wanted 
men.

The Illinois native Wanted on 
charges of murder and con­
spiracy in the assassination of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther

^/hen they reached .-he des­
tination, the driver, Louis 
Kriox, of 6945 N. Paulina, said 
Ray put a gun to his head 
and demanded money. As 
Knox turned over $11 to the

King Jr. is described by the .' squad ckr.

bandit, Robert Eve-dhan, of 
7404 Ny Overhill, saw what 
was happening and “hailed a

intemperate; personality rat­
ing: un-stable; psychiatric 
progn 1 sis: problematic to 
doubtful; social type: socially 
inadequate.” - .

After a month at Joliet, Ray 
was shipped to the state peni- 

। tentiary at Pontiac. He was 
I released March 12, 1954, at the 
’ expiration of his sentence.
! AT THE TIME, Ray listed

1

FBI as a loner and a drifter— ■' 
not unlike some other .igures 
in recent history, Richard 
Specif: and Lee Harvey Oswald.'

] the . address of his mother, 
” Lucille, in Quincy, Ill. He also

। As ^as the case with* Speck 
land ^Oswald, a ------ ” ”sensational
; murder case has 
from obscurity;

7 -

The policemen, G e o r g e 1 Lucille, in qu l.._c Tnhn 
Green, now watch command- 4 said he had two r , 
er at the Chicago Lawn Disband Jerry, both younger than 

trict, and John McDonough.
now retired, chased Ray onI.

he. '
His father, listed variously

vaulted Ray | .
, foot.

At ^9 V/. Delaware, the re-

| RAY KNOWN as trie Starve 
j Galt to millions of Americans, 

: ; did not spend much time in 
' Chicago. He does not seem to 

have spent much time any­
where since the end! of his 17th

. .yerur. |
; Ray came here late in 1951 
j and moved into .a modest room
at 853 W. Fullerton, owned by 
thgj McCormick Theological

I port reads, Raj' dived through

j as James or Gb.orge, was 
i sometimes reporter deceased, 
i sometimes reported as having

CHICAGO DAILY NEWS

a basement window as Green
fired, at him. Hit in both, arms, 
he was arrested and, treated 
at Henrotin Hospital before

left home in 1947. ■ 
Rav wjs born [

CHICAGO,ILLINOIS

being transferred 
of Correction.

RAY, THEN 
guilty to' armed

to the House

24.

a rural gramhiar schoolr near :1’'1’": 
Alton, and dropped out i.ibout । mini.

i^ the 10th grade.

pie ced j 
robbery “and |

asked for probation, saying he :
would “get a job and nev

4-20-68

"‘RED STREAK
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In February, 1946, he en-| ; 
listed in'the Army, but was . 
given a genera! discharge in P ' 
December, 1948, because of' 
“iheptness and lack of adapt­
ability for military service.” ci

THE NEXT REPORT , of 
Ray comes from Los Ange’es. Cl

MURKIN
Seminary. '

At one point, Ray listed his i again.” ri
place of employment as ®l’ „ " ।
E. Ohio, where he said he was Ray was sentenced to 1 to 2| 
a labour. A publishing com-1 years In pnson by Judge’Wi^; He was arrested for burglary s^’"” 
pany located there at the. time, i bert R Cro^ley« ^ s^t to! in 1949 and spent 90 days' in ■ 
-----------Jf ........ - ...........  v a diagnostic : center for con-1 the Los Angeles County Jail. j ’__  
however, i says it has no; rec-1 victs at Jolie!:. i I* in 1950, he was arrested forT
ord of hirk. j | Reports made there indicate | vagrancy in Cedar Rapids,,

get involved with the law 44-1114

J run:iun.| ' i ।

SMsEiinr"’
7 Another employer he listed*Ray had a superior mental
■was the Avery Corp.. 3500 N. !rating inteil

- . Kimball, but 'it has no record [ quotient of 120 to 128. Oth
; of Jpmes Earl Ray.

' ADOUT 1:30 A.M. on May 6, 
1951 Ray hailed aj Red Top 
taxi on the Near North Side

* and ordered the driver to take

sections of the report were riot 
so favorable: “use of alcohol:

Iowa, but Vas release^. The 
next 'year, he was picked up 
in Alton for driving without 
an operator’s license.

Some time after that he 
came to Chicago. ■ . .
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