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-■Efforts to 
Ray to the 

trial in the

&£iithef King Jr. may run 
imp*a sea of delay and diffi-

e Rev. Dr. Mar-

Ill
10

fatty because of Britain’s 
complex extradition laws, le­
gal sources said Saturday.

The language of the 1870 
law is vague on the subject of 
p o 1 i t Sc a 1 assassination, the 
sources said, and it will re­
quire U.S. authorities to pre­
sent strong evidence that Ray 
is responsible for the civil 
rights leader’s death.

I set a date for the hiarings on 
th'e United States’ extradition 
request Meanwhile* Ray was 
under heavy guard in the 
maximuni 'security wing of 
South London’s Wandsworth 
Prison.

THE LEGAL sources said 
framers of Britain’s extradi7 
tion laws sought to exclude 
political assassinatfcn from 
offenses of a “polfical char­
acter” — and therefore not 
subject to extradition '— but I 
the language used was vague.

They also said U.S. mithori- 
ties must go before thi court 
with pfima facie evidaice of 
his gpilt—no( just susmcion— 
before he tan be sent to 
America, thehources said.

Lawyers from both nations 
planned to meet Monday to
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London, where he was cap-

thing went wrong” with his

vousness than the average toJames Eart

tions show* 
background 
up to indi 
than a babi

By Art Petacque
Jerry. Ray, a brother, of

mental Bake- 
anything Vther 
criminal.

find anything unusual.”
Dr. Peterson said examina- -ta^Mafces

JERRY 
RAY

■ the mtn accused 
! Dr. Malin Lu­
ther Kite Jr., 
hinted Friday

I that James 
I Earl Ray will 

plead insan­
ity when he 
is brought to 
trial for mur­
der.

He s a i d

older brother when he was 
1 committed for five weeks in 
! the Missouri State Hospital at 
1 Fulton for psychiatric exam­
I inatiom
} The Examination was made 
i in 196a while James Ray was 
j in the I Missouri State Prison 
; at Jefferson City.
I Jerry Ray, 32, made the 
comments in a taped inter­
view for Kup’s Show (Chan­
nel 7, 12:45 a.m. Sunday).

Shows .

He said hospi authorities 
asked him for mission to 
give James Ea. Ray shock 
treatments but he' refused to 
Sign tM necessary papers.

1 James Earl Ray, his pother I 
said, wap transferred back to

1 prison after "showing im- 
i provement.”

As he did in an earlier ex­
clusive interview in -The Sun- 
Tiista Jerry Ray said he be- 
lievedjthe Dr. Kmg killing was 
“a giBit conspiracy” in which 
his brother somehow hadbeen

1 •‘used.” . - .
He smd he-hoped to-see his 

brother “as soon as possible” 
-after he is extradited from

James Earl Ray, who has Peterson said. “He was rath-. menft^ile wording-a?

been charged with conspiracy 
and murder in the King slay- 
ing,f had been sought since 
sho»y after the Nobel Peace 
Pits winner and civil rights 
leader was shot down April 4 
in Memphis. He was aurested 
by Scotland Yard police at a 
London airport and was tarry­
ing Canadian passports'giving 
ins name as Ramon George 
Sneyd.

A Killer For Pay?
It has not been explained 

how Ray, previously described 
as poOts obtained the tnoney 
to trava to Europe. There has

been speculation he obtained 
aid from conspirators and even 
might have been a paid as­
sassin.

Missouri authorities con­
firmed that Ray had tmder- 
gone a psychiatric examina­
tion from Sept. 8, 1966, to Oct. 
17,1966.

Ray had asked tiie exami­
nation just before standing 
Circuit Court trial for iris sec­
ond escape attempt from the 
state prison where he was ser­
ving a ao-year-term for rob­
bery. t , f

“He L-as concerned about

his mental health because he i 
said it didn’t make sense for I 
him to do what he was doing,” 

-(trying to escape) said Me- 
Cormick V. Wilson, Ray’s 
on a truck.

Oily One Question
Dr. D®ald B. PettBon, hos­

pital superintendent, said he 
was asked to determine only 
whether Ray was orientally 
enable of standing'trial.- 5 '

I “He showed i» We ner-

erreserved but we just didn’t at Sportsman G

“His crimes were all associ­
ated with money,” Dr. Peter­
son said. “We didn’t findany- 
thing to indicate he was a 
killer or had tendencies to 
kill.”

e state 
byhid-

Ray, by au-
i thorities as the person closest

iy’s ' Ite repeated in the tape
terview what he had. told, 
Sun-Times previously that 
brother was neither a 
nor a racist.

Jerry -Ray said he hopes J 
be able to talk to 
an® urge him to 
story of his invaLv^pent, 
any, in the Dr. KfngsJI
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s Earl Ray, accused

pride Sas he sipped from a can ।

Jerry said

to tiie grave any inion 
• he has on the slayinj

Mar- 
take 
ation 

his

of the Rev. Dr. 
ter King Jr., wil

. Jan 
'■assas: 
“tin Li

By Jerry Lipson

trie ^lair, he’s gonna 
that Secret,” Jerry st

Prison at Jefferson Cay by hid- 
“6 “ a bread tala bak-

_ James was serving a 20- 
ie .with year term for armed robbery

d with when he escaped April 23,
। 1967, from Missouri state

: brother, Jerry, 32, told The
Daily News. '

Jerry Ray said police "will 
never find out what it’s all 
about'from Jimmy—he’s not I 

, going to name names, f :
“Even if he goes to we elec-

of bear in a motel room on 
Milwaukee Av. near Wheeling.

It seemed .a point of honor 
that his brother would not 
talk. Jerry said he himself 
had cltosen to do five years !

in the Missouri State Prison 
rather than seek a lighten sen­
tence by identifying the* two 
men who had joined him in a 
service station burglary in 
1956.

"IT’S HARD not to talk,” he 
said with a small smile, “but 
a person has to live with him­
self.”

He drew satisfaction (from 
professing he ran withA the 
“solid” guys in prison, ant not 
yvith the “rats.” •

JerrjLRay denied reports that I 
hehai^appealed to his brother ' 
to surrander.

“I’d never ask him to do

i®

Toting innocent in the King 
case! he would still tee 18 
yearion jail-break chutes.

HE?PREDICTEDhisTrother 

would plead not guilty should 
he eventually come td trill 
in Memphis. He shrugged if 
reports of a possible insanijy 
plea based on mental tests 
James underwent while in 
prison.

~ before in his life, 
“and it couldn’t 
own money he­
... he was con 
that.” ' ■

RAY REFERRED to report 
that his accused brother had 
paid $2,000 for a whitd Mus­
tang car in Alabama.'' '

“If that had been jimmy’s 
own money, he’d haVe tried 
to beat the man dowh, but I 
understand .he just pulled out 
a roll of cash and gave jt-.to 
the salesman.”

Ray also discounted’reports 
that James was the Eric Star- 
vo Galt who took dancing ;le 
sons in New Orleans’’in 1964f: 
and in Los Angeles in 1967. -

* nW Or 
dicrwasi”^

DEPICTIN 
as “a ‘Cool 
jetei” <who 

' ahead but ,ac
impulse,j J err

ery truck. I
“Theis was nothing insane 

about mr brother,” Jerry said 
in a rare display of emotion, '^^sever saw-Jimmy dance 
“They wanted to give him ■ in' my nfe- He ™ not bnly^a ‘

shock* treatments, hut I I 
wouldn’Jlet them. I know wilt 
they cad do. They’re supposF 
to break(you down.” F

JAMES TRIED to explain 
Why he refuses to believe his 
soft-spoken brother could have 
pulled the trigger on Dr. King 

“He just wasn’t that kind In 
au the jobs he pulled, he w- 
er hurt anybody,” he said.

If anything, the younger Rav
I added, “Jimmy was-set up as 
11 to throw police off 

« i of ^e reaJ Wssin. 
‘Thit’s the only I'can

figure® the money, never
had that kind of m®ey. be-­

. . .. ___  f°re. Somebody must have
been -unwise for his brother him to take tte -nai^Si 
to surrender even if he was Galt a™* s^read^^ou^d/’i. L

' “He neyer used; that ^nam'e^

.that, and he knows it.”
Jerry said it would have
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>te.^‘ 
g, som 
efore/

tHorities;
g|,on the. 

f'he had

■ ’ “He must "have just run into 
‘someone who gave him so 
'miich money and told him to

trayel around with the name 
of Gali and spread a trail,’' 
Ray said.

JERKY TALKED t The 
Daily News as he prepared to 
go to St. Louis where another 
brother, John, operates a tav­
ern.

There they will await the 
I return from London of the bld- 
est of seven living children of
George and Lucille Ray| ’ j Jerry Ray

“He’ll jlave a lawyefl but I 
don’t thirl we’ll have I hire 
one,” Ray said. He expressed 
hope the publicity of. the case 
would attract a top-level law­
yer to take the case withoit 
fee pugt to prove he’s lot 
guilty. An awful lot of people 
don’|thtnk he did it.” : '

But if ft Melvin Belli or an F. 
Lee Bailey doesn’t appear, 
Ray said he. and his brother 
would 4 “corpe upf with the 
money/somehow” ® hire their 
own counsel.” (
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Ray Starts His ExtradWon ff^ii; 
British" Court Sets'June 27 Trial

5 LONDON (API—James Earl 
i Ray began a legal fight Tues- 
I day against extradition to the 
i United States to face the 
i charge of assassinating Dr.
i Martin Luther King Jr.
| The 40-year-old escaped
; convict sat silently in a well-
i guarded dock while his Brit-
I ish lawyer asked London’s 
! Bow Street Court for as much 

time as possible to prepare for
i the extradition hearing.

Judge Frank Milton gave 
। him until June 27, the date 
' he set for the hearing to be­
L ®in-

Shows No Emotion
As attorneys representing 

the United States presented 
their extradition request to 
Milton, Ray said barely a 
word and displayed not a 
flicker of emotion in the eight­
minu e session. He was
dressed n a neat, blue-checked 
suit an wore heavy-rimmed

; glasses and was surrounded
by policemen.

: Milton addressed Ray only

। once, to inform him of when 
the formal hearing on the ex­
tradition request would be 
held and that he would con­
tinue to be held in custody.

Ray replied quietly, “Thank 
you.”

Roger Frisby, the British 
lawyer defending Ray, told 
Milton he wanted as much 
time as possible to prepare, 
but Milton said he thought it 
“highly desirable that an early 
date-be fixed.” They compro­
mised on June 27.

Another Lawyer Due
An American lawyer is due 

in London later this week to 
discuss preparation of Ray’s 
defense if he is extradited to 
Tennessee to stand trial. Dr. 
King was slain in Memphis on 
April 4.

Th* lawyer is Arthur I. 
Hane;, former mayor of Bir- 
ming tam, Ala., and a segrega­
tionist who defended three 
men accused of murdering 
Viola Gregg Luizzo, a civil 
rights worker, in Alabama 
three years ago. Asked about 
payment for Ray’s defense,, 
Hanes said he “underiands

fingerprint expert at Jhe ex­
tradition hearing, presumably 

i to testify on Ray’s identity. 
The rest of the hearing, which 
will, probably last one day, 
is expected toSf. be taken up 
with a review of the case 
against Ray.

If Milton grants extradition, 
Ray could still appeal to the 
High Court and dien the 
House of Lords. Such appeals 
usually are based onlthe argu­
ment that the cas| against 
the defendant is a political 
one. British extradition law 
forbids surrender of suspects 
in political cases.
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1 Appeals Open
British attorneys rep-

resenting the United States 
said they would produce a
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IWi ^

^*Kffi&^$^

*' ' - BY MARTIN WALDRON^ ,
‘ / . [A NEW YORK TIMES SPECIAL] ' >

^ 'MEMPHIS — From the moment of the assassination of 
tilery. Martin Luther King Jr. on April 4 evidence has ac- 
esmulhted to suggest that he was the victim of a con­

- spiracy. i ' ,
Several bits of evidence indicate more than one person 

mayf have been involved. Others point to the possibility that 
the assassin may have been a lured killer. t

" ^mong the jidications that there may have been a con­
spiracy are three items: J

''A vivid d^cription broadcast over the Memphis: police 
;'.«adie networkw the night of April 4 of an autofchase that 

lifever took place.
r The finding of a duplicate driver’s license in Alabama.

A trail of free Spending left by Eric S. Galt, an alias used 
by Hay.

iSree other aliases the FBI contends Ray—or some other 
individual — Used in the United States and in Canada.

KING WAS SHOT at 6:01 p. m. as he stood on the bal­
cony of the Lorraine hotel and motel in Memphis.

Police discovered almost immediately that the assassin 
apparently fired from the bathroom of a cheap rooming house 
200 feet from the motel. At 6:20 p. m. a description of an auto 
chase supposedly taking place in northeast’ Memphis was 
broadcast over the citizens band radio used by Memphis 
businesses. . -

The broadcast occurred just after the police rail broad­
cast information that the killer of King might hav^led ih a 
^hite mu^nng automobiles . |

A 22-y|ar-old part-time student, who asked that his 
identity no^ be made public, gave a detailed statement oil 
April 11 about the “chase.” 1

“ABOUT 6:20 P. M., I- Was eastbound on Jackson at 
Springdale [two Memphis streets],” the student said in his 
statement. “An unidentified C, B. [citizens band] mobile 
operator called .for a/ phone call1 to the police department.

“A base station in south Memphis answered his call .and 
'wanted to know what message to give.the police. At the 
time, skip conditions [interference] interrupted their com- 

'muiiicatidh and they were unable to maintain contact-. , ,
“I arrived at Jackson and Hollywood and saw a police 

' yaf -stopped at the red light. I motioned to the policeman to 
I pull1 intolhe narking lot at the intersection! It was car KO.” * 
V CarlQO^Was driven- that night /by Lt. fR. iW^Wadshaw.
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JAME]

ladmd/himgtudep^said’/ “and 
had a police car beside me 
'and would iel.r In nx^dge 
\He tried to tell the base sta-, 
-tibn he Was chasing a white 
Mustan& wjth the man who

Bradshaw began to relay 
the message over his police 

*radio+ to headquarters where 
foe messages were rebroad­
cast to all police cars. r

-SEVERAL HD LICE cars 
that had b^en mopping white I 
Mustangs* in t|e city sped- 
toward' fol scene of the chase, 
Which bylnow Was reported 
4o be at |o m. p. h.
^r-The mobile operator who 
said he was following foe 
white Mustang said he could 
not get the car’s tag, number.

“I asked him several times 
if he could get foe license 
number,” the student who 
was monitoring foe calls 
Said. “He said, Tm afraid I 
te gelt that close. Hrs shoot- i 
ingame,”'. 4 i

It tgok foe pohee jess than 
an hour to decide that no such 
chase took place. A sheriff’s 
car happened to be at the 
spot where the mobile pper- i 
ator reported, that threemen I

. in. a w h i te Mustang were 
shootiM at him. The sherd’s 
meh said they saw no chanel

THE STUDENT said he lid

'ON* MA ^ jRay 'grad
ated,' from -a'Jbarjtendei 
school in M^pd/CaVti , 
FBI said ifay^mg'the name J 
Grail, had enrolled' in |ie {^ 
school after taking dancing I 
lessons at Long Beach. Cal.1 

x The day; before -' Galt’s^ 
graduation from the bartend-1' 
ers’ school, a man using the 
name of Eric S. Galt, called 
the driver’s license division 
of foe Alabama highway 
patrol in Montgomery and 
said he had lost the driver’s 
license issued to him the 
previous Sept. 30. He asked 
that a duplicate license be 
mailed^ to the/Economy Grill'
and Rooms in Birmingham

Galt had stayed at this 
rooming [house for several 
weeks ip the summer and i 
fall of 967 and had listed it 
as his ^dress when he had 
receive! 
license.

he spent ^ 
1967, and Jl

[RAY 
kug. 26, 

68, When
he was arresteddn London is i 
a puzzle.

, He took dancing lessons ।
[an Alabama driver’s j and the bartenders) dourse, ' 

I I he bought foe white, Mus-
THE DUPLICATE Intense 

was mailed as requested, 
along with a bill for 25 cents 
to cover costs. The bill and 
the 25 cents were returned 
and received in Montgomery 
on March 6.

Peter N. Cherpes, manager 
of the Economy Grill and 
Rooms, said Galt never came

tang, a .30-06 caliber rifle, 
drove 1,900 miles in Mexico, , 
Canada and the United States, j 
went by plahe to Europe and । 
had his living expenses' The 
cost must have been $10,000 
or more.

HE HAS NOT been known 
to work since escaping from 
the Jefferson City state.®ison, 
in Missouri on April' 23*W. -

been skeptical himself be-l 
nance m J

back to the rooming house
a^®|®ct. 5, 1967.1 Ha said Jjggjj^gjji^ official theory, 1# ex- । 
d*d pot recall Galt’q getting , pj^ Ray’g aliases., haisbeep 
any fetters after he left. . - advanced. He has used' .foe

The Galt who attended the I ’names-of at least four resi­
cause h^ kept getting al bartenders’ school is not be- l ____ __  ______ ____ ,___ __

lieyed to have left California1 a~ close* resemblance to> Ray. 
until mid-March. । The fourth a&- a qouple':<

| inches shorten., ’ <

strong reading on his radioi 
signal meter, an indication)

dents of Toronto: Threehave

that the broadcasts were] 
originating at a spot close toi
himandthat the source of 
broadcasts was not mow 
' Memphis Police Comr

IT W>ULD have b^n al 
pr a c tip a 1 impossibili|y for i 
Galt to fcrive from Loi An- j

' I geles to Birmingham after 
" his graduation^ from the bar­

.. The aliases. used by. Ray, 
i the FBI said, werfe-’^mm1 
■ „ n , ^_' O Gal(.

Paul Bndgnian
Willard

Altho then age’ 
hat the nolice de- ‘

ou .< 1 . ™.uce ~ , hcefse.and to have^ ;‘Partmentjwas mvestigaatmg I ^^5 centstoMoj^^ rM- appearto,bg ' by B* ^the"a^e biM I
J^!16^ ° I and the quarter were mailed.-, p—,^- 

m ^^attenUon to northeast । who receivedi*the?duplicate 
, Mempips while the.kilier.fled ^nse and <&&. 
' southward., i cents,is # —

sioner I 
said onb

ink Holloman has-
tenders’- school in ’'tim to 
picl up the duplicate jirij^rj

.rBe^:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SB
1

V^Y ARTHUR VEYSEY 
• J[Chief'of Toudou Bureau]
। [Chicago Tribune Press Service] 
"'LO#N, June 18 — The 
United. States today formally 

I requeued the extradition of 
। Jambs Earl Ray, accused as­
sassin of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., and a British court 
scheduled a hearing on the ap- 
plicatibn for June 27.

Since fifteen 24-hour periods 
। must elapse before Ray can be 
handed over under British law, 
the late afternoon of July 12 is 
the earliest time American 
marshals would be able to fly 
Ray home to stand trial in 
Memphis. .

(Appeals Are Expected
B®t American o f f i a a l s 

doubted tonight that flritish 
lawyers named by the court to 
defend Ray will let him, go 
without appeals first to the High 
court and then to the house of 
lords. An American rebuttal is 
being prepared. '

The suspect was arrested at 
London airport 10 days ago and 
identified by the agents of the 
Federal Bureau of (Investiga­
tion as Ray. He was manacled 
when he made his second brief 
appearance in Bow Street court 
today.

He wore thick-rimmed 
glasses. A white dress shirt ana 
a tie-had been substituted for 
the dark blue sports shirt he 
had worn earlier. His blue-and-
gray plaid sports jacket and 
trousers appeared to be the 
sanie. 1 ;
j Date Is PrAosed
4 said nothing* One spe­

cial branch detective walked 
ahead of him apd another, to 
wjiom he was handcuffed, fol­
lowed. Police and detectives 
formed a htiman_sg£en to sep- 
l^ate him' ffofir-about 40 ret 
। porters, and; 30 spectators, all 
#:,whpnfrwere?searched >befw^

.being adpatted. into the small, 
dingy courtroom. '

Milton, 61, proposed that Amer­
ica’s icasfc against Ray be pre­
sentedinopen court Friday.

But Roger Frisby, 46, a bar­
rister, being paid by the British 
treasury under a legal aid pro­
gram, said he would need more 
time to learn about “certain

■ aspects” of the charges.
The magistrate granted the 

request and set toe hearing.
For the United StStes, Nigel 

Graham Maw, 35, a solicitor 
who handles extradition cases 
for the United States, read two 
charges:

“James Earl Ray .J . sus­
pected and accused of tie com­
mission of the crime oftnurder, 
to wit, on April 4, 1968, in 
Shelby county, state of Tennes­
see, did unlawfully, feloniously, 
willfully, deliberately, premedi- 
tatedlyjand of his malice afore­

thought] did kill and muaer 
Martin Luther King Jr., witlin 
the jurisdiction of the Unwed

! States.” .
Charge Is Read i

And secondly, that Ray had 
been .sentenced to prison for 
“first degree robbery with vio-; 
lenc4 with means of a danger- i 
cus4nd deadly weari|n” but 
ndw escaped and was a fugi­
tive.!' ■ 1

At the June 27 healing, the

United States plans to present 
I just two witnesses, Fred. Vinson
Jr., Assistant attorneyAeneral, 
and an American fingfc print, 
expert Vinson flew tolLondon 

1 after *he airport arrqst and
returned to Washington Thurs­
day. ■

Finger 
much of

prints ’^^f^'maJrAsW? । 
ne eyide^fa^iHwk

ing that the man arrjesteti *at 1 
the airport as" lkdiH'6n' .George 
Sneyd, 35, a Canadian, is in' 
fact Ray, .40, an American, i 
Finger prints have been fotmd i 
iirUje room used by th& assas­
sin, oh a leer can, oil a gun 
abandoned tin a doorw® gear ‘ 
the murdemscene, and o| Ray’s 
car abandoned in Atlanta.
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Did Kina Suspect Intend 
To twin African Army?
LONDON(UPI)—The Lon- first spoke to the caller, the 

don Daily Telegraph said Sun- man said in a voice with a
day night that a man calling 
himself Raymond Sneyd tele­
phoned ' a Telegraph reporter 
several times in'the last few 
Weiks and asked how to be- 
coae a mercenary soldier in 
Africa.

The accused assassin of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. was 
using the name Ramon Sneyd 
when he was arrested Satur­
day at London Airport. 
'"Reporter Ian Colvin said'in
a front-page story that the 
man .calling himself Sneyd
first ^telephoned the newspaper 
last Tuesday and spoke w® 
the foreign desk. The call was 
transferred to Colvin becaust 
he had written several stories 
about mercenaries in Africa.

Colvin said that when he

Canadian ~ or American ac­
cent: “This is Raymond 
SnM I want to join my 
biwier who has beenmissing, 
inlngola.” I

dlvin said Sneyd asked #fi 
he could be put in touch with 
a British mercenary officer 
who might be able to help. 
Colvin contacted a Major Ali­
stair Wicks, former second-in­
command of commandos in - 
the Congo.
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tol of Nigeria, he
been

would cer- 
thrown in

■cenariV-’ - ^y jIOMER BIGART ■ j
' (A NEW TOWN TIME? SPECIAL] - ! 

. LONDON - — Maj. Alistair 
Wicfcspthe" firmer recrufter of 
white mercenary soldiers for- 
the Coligo, has explained why 
he thought^ James Earl Ray, 
the man accused of slaying 
Martin Luther King, was so 
desperately eager to see him.

Wicks, 50, said in an inter­
view yesterday that he thought 
Ray probafely noticed his name 
in the Lcpdon newspapers of, 

-May 19. I
That woald have been 2 Ays 

after the fugitive Ray, anles- 
caped American convict travel­
ing with a Canadian passport 
under the name of Ramon 
George Sneyd/ returned from 
an abortive mission to Lisbon 
where he had offered himself 
as a mercenary to the Lisbon 
mission of Biafra, the break­
away eastern province of 
Nigeria. ' J

Wicks *as mentioned in tie 
| newspapers because he h|d 
lust been, released after 4 
months injprisonment in Lome, 
the capital of Toga As an ex­
ecutive of the Lisbon-based 
Air Trans-Africa, a small charts 
er outfit, the major had chart­
ered a DC-6 to a Dr. Kurt Wal- 
lersteiner, whom he described 
as a .West German banker with I 
a Canadian passport.

Wallersteiner whs carrying 7 
million pounds worth of old 
Nigerian currency to Lome, । 
where a Lebanese banker was j 
to exchange it for new Ni­
gerian bills. The deadline for 
the exchange was only 2 days 
distant and Whllersteiner was 
evidently in a hurry. I

' Faced Nigeria Ama
■ Why the exchange -hadlo lie 

transacted in' Lome, Wicks i 
could not explain. But if he । 
had landed in Lagos, the -capi-

tainly ha1 
jail; His a 
had made

r line^heiadmiRed, 
“small” :deliv&i^

of arms afid ammunition to the 
Biafrans early-in the secession? 
ist struggle, and had followed 
with shipments of medicine and 
other essentials. > g

In any event, there was “sfcie 
sort of double cross,” the major 
said, and the Togolese arrested 
everyone on the plane within 
half an hour after landing- in 
Lome.

Slept .on Floor -
j Everyone jwas charged with . settle it oursllves.”1|i ’ 
“attemptingifraudulently to im- From whateie has learnea of 
port merchandise.” The bank- Ray, Wicks said, he doubted 

-man crew Wicks that the man would have been 
' ’ ’ any use in the Congo either.

‘attempting {fraudulently to im-

er, the sev<
and his boss, Jack Malloch, a 
Rhodesian, slept the first five 
nights on-the concrete floor of
the local jail, then, Wicks re-

I lated, they were transferred to
a building in a camp of the
national gendarmerie.

The major ana two others 
were finally released in $1,200 
bail each aid tola by the Togo­
lese magiarate that they need 
not return! for trial, according 

J to Wicks. I
11 Meanwhile, the British gov­
ernment had withdrawn Wilks’ 
passport. He said that wen 

I he demanded the reason for this 
| he was told that he “might 
( have acted in a manner con­
trary to Bntishs policy.”

I Mentioned in Press 
p All this was mentioned in the 
> local press.when Wicks re­

turned to London in May. What 
probably caught Ray’s eye was 
the background information that 
Wicks was ahiex-mercenary7
mon 
piyii

Ra
writer for the Daily Tflef 
and pleaded despera' * 
major’s phone num 
did nob give the'npipbe

“IwOTldiJiayeJpl®

W«a

kin sUp-

d.-. that to ii, who ^ ane/| 
ir^atja^i^®' 
AfiFr«nh!12<<faivvincf?iK

weren’t any mercenaries. now I f6^S|a® 
operating in Afrrtfa, -said 
Wicks. , , ,

. He spokewith bitternes|» of 
the “massire. aid”’ whichlhe 
claimed that Britain and c|m- 
rhunist countries were giving 
to the LagoJ-regime. -

No Use for Ray . .
Wicks said he was certain .that 

the Siafrans would have had no 
use for Ray. “Biafra was never 
interested in white recruit's,” he 

•said. “Their policy was: “This 
is a private afair and if evlry- 
one will keen out of it, we Ian

loclij while extradition 
mu', woe being sough

•fCoiwriqlff-
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Ray Ite 
Step Closer 
To Extradition

LONDON (AP) — The U.S. 
application to return Janies 
Earl Ray to the United States 
moved steadily forward Thurs­
day. The British government 
authorized extradition proceed­
ings to begin.

Home Sec. James Callaghan 
signed an order authorizing 
flie Bow Street Magistrate’s 
Court to conduct the extradi­
tion proceedings against Ray, 
40, accused of killing Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr.

Chief Metropolitan Magis­
trate Frank Milton was expect­
ed! to schedule a hearing in 
a®ut a week. 1

the application ms sent to 
the Home Office, the British 
equivalent of the U.S. Justice 
Department. Earlier, it 
cleared its first legal hurdle in 
the Foreign Office after U.S. 
Consul General Jack Herfurt 
delivered the bulky petition.

Court formalities and ap­
peals could delay Ray’s return 
up to six weeks or longer.

The petition 'contains a sum­
mary of evidence against Ray 
in the murder of Dr. King at 
a Memphis motel April 4. It 
also contains information on 
Ray’s escape from tile-Missou­
ri State Prison while serving 
a senten® for armetr robbery, 
along with fingerprints and 
other identification material. .

The United States is seek­
ing extradition on both charg­
es and must satisfy a British 
judge . that both would be 
crimes under British law.
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41 Wei

Ray s Return to
BY ARTHUR VEYSEY 

s|<^i«lJof London Bureau] 
. ''rChlcagoTribonePifessSenicel s 

.’LONpON, June 13 — Hoipe 
Secretary; James Callaghan set 
hr. motion today the legal 
procedure in the London Chief 
Magistrate’s court to hand over 
James pari Ray for trial in 
Memphis for the murder of Dr. i

| Martin Luther King.
The home Secretary put 

before t|ie magistrate the inch­
thick American file on Ray that 
originated in Shelby county 
[Memphis], Tenn., where Ray 
is accused of killing the 
American civil rights leader 
on April 4. I

1 I British Warrant Next
The course of events now is: 
Ae chief magistrate, Frank 

Milton, issues a warrant for the 
arrest of Ray on the murder 
charge. i

The court’s chief clprk noti-; 
fies Ray’s court-appointed, gov-t 
ernment-paid, British lawyers, 
Michael Dresden & Co., of the 
new charge and authorizes the 
firm to employ, also at govern­
ment expense, a barrister. *

In Britain, lawyers «e 
divided into solicitors, wio 
work out of court and appear 
before a judge only in minor, 
cases, and barristers, the legal 
elite who do the big trial work. 11

U. S. to Name Lawyer
, The chief magistrate last 

Monday named Dresden $ Co. 
solicitors, from a court list 
to act for a man listed on the 
court records as Ramon George 
Snfeyd, accused of having a 
loaded gun without a certificate 
and a false passport when 
arrested by Scotland Yard’s 
specif branch at London air-1 
port Jst Saturday. Documents 
filed S the coprt todayjdentify 
Sneydlas Rayi\ . 1 ■

To speak for the United
States in court, Nigel Graham 
Maw/a partner in the fisr^of
solicitor1: Rone and Maw, will

also decrees that no evidence’ 
introduced in a magtetrafe’s, 
court to determine, Whether,or

his head, a a ,
Could R*ise Legal Elint;

are under way but the appoint- tion that max letam t^e 
ment may not be made .before I secrecv.thruout the extradition 
Monday. ‘ I hearing ^gU^ demands

• ALM):30 a. m. Tuesday, Ray, that extradition pioctcdinas a 
as Si . .
time 
trate

■yd, comes for a second take place in open court with 
before the chief ifagis-1 Members of the public present., 
to answer the guil and But a brand new British ^^

passport charges. But instead, 
the magistrate will formally 
inform him of the King murder 
charge and the application for 
extradition. The magistrate will ’ 
ask the two barristers if both 
sides are ready to proceed.

Expected toAskDelay
Ray’s barrister will almost 

certainly ask for a {delay of a 
week or 10 days tp' acquaint 
himself with the cd$e. British 
traditicA demands jihat, the 
delay 4 granted. ' I '

The chief magistral will set 
a ■ dat* for the extradition 
hearing, probably sometime 
during the week of June 24.

The hearing could be com-

James Callaghan

dieted in one day. The judge 

need not have all the American 
file onRay readouttp^fnin^ 
opencoirt. , / ” .........

The wading will, 
time, Jrexeal at 
frameNprk • of 
case, ainst -:R

not a peryn should^be com­
mitted forttrial, majlbe put' 
lished unless the defendant so 
requests. , z < . ■

The . chief magistrate asked 
last Monday whether Sneyd, as 
he vias then formally called^ 
wanted to waive secrecy on 
evidence concerning the gun 
and passport charges. He shook

The new ®riti?h rtdar^i 
an immediate point dt bjw 
possible, debate bet< b
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EAWiiion 
nearing pel 
for Ray
By William H. Stoneman 
Daily News Foreign Service I

. LONDON—A full hearing on 
the extradition of James Earl 
Ray, alleged killer of the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
was fixed for June 27 when 
Ray made his second appear­
ance in Bow Street Magistrate 
Court Tuesday morning.

It is now expected that he 
will be extradited to the United 
States to Stand trial in Mem­
phis, Ann., sometime after the 
middle! of July. 1 An appeal 
from tie extradition order—if 
it'is granted at next week’s 
hearing — would take several 
Weeks.

Ray appeared in the crowded 
little courtroom manacled to a 
member of the heavy escort 
that had accompanied him 
from Wandsworth maximum 
security prison and who guard­
ed him throughout the proceed­
ings. With his Wack I hair 
slicked back and wearingldark 
glasses, he stood deadpari dur­
ing the few minutes or the 
court session.

Reporters and members of 
the public were carefully 
frisked for weapons before be­
ing admitted to the building.

' ATTORNEY Nigel Maw, who 
represented the United States 
at the hearing, explained that 
Ray’s extradition was being 
sought on two charges, the 
murder of Dr. King and Ray’s 
earlier escape from the Mis­
souri State Penitentiary.

A hearing on two other 
charges brought against him 
by the British after his arrest

at London airport June8 was 
fixed by C hie f.M^strate. 
Fraik :Milton for the’’same 
data. * 1

Bit these charges-being in 
possession of a false passport 
and carrying a revolver with­
out a permit—will be dripped 
later in favor of the exfradi- 
tion proceedings. T

It had been hoped by Ameri­
can officials that the extradi­
tion hearing could be held this

ii Friday, but the June 27 date 
was set when Ray’s British 
lawyer, Roger Frisby, pleaded 
shortage of time.

UNDER the 1931 extradition 
treaty between Britain and the 
United- States, British courts 
can grant extradition only if 
U.S. Authorities present evi­
dence sufficient to send Bay to 
trial inider Britishjaw^ / 

^Extradition on the pnsfc es­
cape charge would be Almost 
automatic.

^.\^,..t^'

cwtcago daily news 
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former FBI agent 
plans to def end Ray

' BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (UPI) 
■ MFwmer FBI agent Arthur J.
Hanas has been choset by the 
accused assassin of me Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. as 
his defense attorney.

Hanes, 81 - year - old, former 
Mayor 01 Birmingham, slid - 

। Monday ^e tentatively has pc 
cepted the case. '
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Delay ICAGO AMERICAN

'BX LAWRENCE MALKIN
LONDON M — A British 

magistrate tdoay. scheduled a 
hearing on June 27 on the 
United States goveijime|t’s ap­
plication Jo return Jam«,’Earl 
to^Teiinessee for trn on a 

Ordering the-Rev.
gtJK. ,

Magistrate’s Court that the 40- 
year-old escaped cogvict will'
fi^ 
asks 
Milti

-case

r lawyer 
;e Frank, 
spare his

s Milton said he wanted to hold 
! the hearing soon, and they 

compromised on Thursday of 
next week. ■ -- -

Hearings are-Brief'
British. extrac|ition .hearings 

usually last a*dgy .or '^oS 
Ob m^ratft.^in^lyjjrcs 
his decisioii as W;as he hears 
all the fvifasj i . 7, l

Ray -was-hrough t tor ^6w
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has' decidcd\Tn ,<i 
n^n^couftroom^^was 

’ ‘ await, 100 pedons'

IfWos'Words 
AW!

hnOhc dock ihife att&^ys 
and 'the" magistrate discussed 
'details.. ■
j, After 'Milton fixed the extra- 
Jd lion luuiing date, Ray spoke 
ionly two words: “Thank you.” 
' He was separated from the

ft

woufitjte almost automatic,s the 
United States-British treaty 
specifies thata.suspdct |h be 
tried only on the dharg® .for 
.wiiieh he has been specineally' 
r extradited. Therefore unless he 
I is extradited for the murder of 
the Negro civil rights leaded, he 
caimbt be prosecuted-on that 
charge in the United States. -:.spectators by a wall of police­

men and detectives. Police also । The British extradition act of
fined tile corridor thru which 
he reached the courtroom. . |

Attorneys for the United i 
States government -told the i 
magistrate that Ray is wanted 
on a charge of murdering King 
in Memphis April 4 and on a 
charge of escaping from Mis­
souri state prison while serving 
an armed robbery sentence.

Documentary evidence < at 
ready Kas been produced* in. 
London,|the American lawyers 
told th$ court, and a finger' 
print expert will be flown over 
to testify at the extradition 
hearing.

Seized at Airport
Ray was arrhted at London 

airport June i and charged 
then with enteAg the country 
on a forged Canadian passport 
and,; carrying an -unlicensed 
loaded gun.

After s' preliminary hearing 
June 10 before Milton on the 
passport #and gun charges, he 
has--been held under Iround- 
the-clocklguard inWaneworth 
prison. iotland Yard Iks been 
Wwg ta reconstruct ha move- 
njents and contacts in the 3 

’.W^eKs he is believed to have 
spent in London before his ar-

1870 also says that no one can 
I be surrendered to another coun- 
i try for “an offense of a political 
! character.” There has been 
speculation that Ray’s'attorney 
might argue his client was 
charged with a political killing. 
Bit Denys Holland, professor of 
radish law at London univej-
sly, said in an interview that 
fife would be surprised if Rar 
succeeded in any suph defensj.

“The extradition law may be 
vague,” he said, “but it usually 
is interpreted according to the 
temper of the time.”

;.^ United States 

feuaduion .to the 
nbda^'W 
ei5®fe loirs-

embassy 
‘it his 
l,gov

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Alabama Ex-Mayor 
May Defend Ray

, BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (UPI) 
i •'—Formea Birmingham Mayor 
i Arthur jJ Hanes said Monday 
i he has tentatively agreed to 

represent James Earl Ray, 
the escaped convict charged in 
the assassination of Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr. .

j Hanes said-he received a 
i letter from Ray asking that 
i he be his lawyer if he is 
11 brought to the United States 
i from London to stand trial.
I “After conferring with his 

London lawyer, I have tenta- 
i tively accepted this case and 

। am flyijg to London Wednes- 
! day to confer with this client 
i in ordei to begin preparation 
i of the wse in the event he is 
| extradited,” Hanes said.
i Hanes was mayor of Bir­

mingham in the early 1960s', 
when the city was the center 
of civil rights demonstrations

led by Dr. King. Hanes lajer 
defended two Ku Klux. Klans- 
men charged with murdering 
Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, a white 
woman .who participated in 
civil rights activities at Selma, 
Ala. -

Hanes said he had “no idea 
whatsoever” why Ray. asked 
him to represent him. He said 
the letter was signed R. G. 
Sneyd, the name under' which 
Ray is being held in England. 

"Ranes said he .has informed 
Atiy.- Gcai. Ramsey Clark and 
the Federal Bureau of Investi­
gation that he has" beem asked 
to take the case. I

Ray was arrested Jure 8 at 
London airport by officers of 
Scotland Yard. He earlier had 
been charged at Memphis with 
the April 4 slaying of Dr. King.
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lav’s U.S, 
hwyers go 
o London

Rondon (upd-two Amer- 
lawyers for James Earl 

^y arrived Thursday and con­
ferred immediately with his 
Irtish lawyer on ways to 
#k his extradition and trial 
# the assassination of the
^r. Dr. Martin’ Luther King

aw J. Hanes, foi mer FBI 
snt land ex-mayor of Bir-
igham, Ala., and his son,

^ghur. Jr., were met at the 
Sort by a member of the 

don law firm of Dresden 
Co.

^he younger Hanes said his 
father spent the morning 
‘'^btting acquainted with this 
c^e,” which Hanes agreed to

CHICAGO DAILY NEV’S

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
handle if and when Ray is re- 
twed to the United States to 
fie a jury in the April 4 fieath 
oSthe noted Civil rights lUder.

will appear in Bow 
SJeet Magistrate’s Court in 
London June 27 for a hearing 
on- a U.S. demand for his ex-

DATE

DAGE :• z COL: -

EDITION: RED STREAK

tra^ition. Hanes Jr. indicated 
t^‘ American attorneys are nof 
w Bed directly with the ei 
t^daion hearing when he sail, 
‘wwould not presume to ii - 
t^le into the British leg; 1 
greets of the case.”
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miE ALLEN-SCOTT REPORT
—

^3,000 FBI.Men
WASHINGTON—FBI agents went thru one 

very tense period and spent more than a
Brussels., arrested

Ww®
'on airport

million 
ducted

dollars during their brilliantly con- 
two-continent manhunt for James ■ 

Earl Rhy, the accused 
killer oj Dr. Martin Luther 
King. At one time, upwards 
of 3,000 agents were as­
signed to the case.^

After i successfully track­
ing and locating Ray in 
London early in May, the 
G-men temporarily, losU his 
trail when he slipped thru 
their surveillance network 
and flew to Portugal, |

S. Ariel. 
Paul Scott

7 While' Ray’s disappear­
ance almost caused a near

panic among top justice department officials 
here, cooler-headed FBI agents directing the 
search kept the search tom collapsing by 
setting up a new dragnet. '

With Only the lead that Ray, alias Raymond 
George Sneyd, had apparently fled to Europe, 
the FBI agents reasoned that because of his 
temperament and the foreign language 
barrier, he would soon return to an 
English-speaking country.

Special watches for Ray were then 
carefully orginized at all ports of-enttfy in 
Great BritainjCanada, and the United sites.

before he could board his plane. >;!» ” a> 
DespiteRay’s capture, the FBrfinvestiga- 

tion of King’s assassination / 'is far from 
closed. ’i , . ' i "'J' k

One agent says privately -‘Hie arrest of
Ray is only the beginning of this inquiry.” He ’ 
points out that “Ray is the- key 7tq t 
determining the others involved in the- 
assassination plot.”

For instance, FBI arid Canadian authorities 
are still investigating how-Ray-was able to 
exploit legal loopholes like a pro & obtaining 
his Canadian passport. -

Probe Contacts with.
Several dozen agents are

- alleged "Contacts with the 'Unitef
Amerfcan South African council ’tt^|*i 
'wrote on Dec. 30, 1^ to ^?^t' 
emigrating to Rhodesia. Also, being^MnefUIly 
checked is Ray’s contact with a persbn^Jtom 
the FBI photographed-with, King at ri major 
United States aiiport. t ■ H , - ^ -

One of the ironies of the FBlipvestigatioij 
is that just 2 months befpnj the Kihg

CHICAGO AMERICAN

OilCAGO,ILLINOIS

3 STAR FINAL

Flies Back to London *
Eleven days after his second disai|pear- 

anc§, Ray, alias Sneyd, flew back to London 
tom Lisbon. With the help of British 
ajithorities, the.FBI again picked up his trail.

assassination, the bureau was obliged to,cut 
in half the number of agents in Europe., .­
including thbse in London, as- a' result*# 
President Johnsen’^'b^r/slashing overseas 
personnel of,’ all government* security 
intdligenoeiapM^'^ ''i ^Lsv® t OFFICE

When Ray’s trail led- to Lohdoa, however, . r
many of these . ,agents wer^Sen^& J\ U i i (

EDITOR; LLOYD WENDT

overseas; wiuiihi 
economy move*: 
was picked up. 
\ Half tiat n 
involved in the\ 
addition to runnihi 
recheck'ing JRay’^

- ^ was th^lTupi -cruder close surveillance 
Until',‘jie suddenly^prepared again to depart 
^t ^ Britain for / ®uyope—this ‘ .-time f^- • J Memphi§,-thfe

suspeepajfess
1- ' - M&
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t Arthur J. Hajjes Sr. [right], and his son, Arthur Jr., 
talking 'with newsman in London where they announced 
they would defend James EarI Ray against charge ofmur-

,, dering Dr. Martin Luther King. ■

U.S,Lawyer Vows

M B 0 N D 0 N, June 20 ttlPD — 
..The Alabama lawyer hired with 
"his son. to defend James Earl 
-Ray at ary trial for the murder

the event Mr. Sneyd is extra­
dited to the United States,” 
Hanes said. -

The father-son lawyer team

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. conferred immediately after 
’arrived today and announced their arrival with lawyers

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

he would' “fight with my last 
punce of'breath for my client.”

Arthur J. Hanes/ former 
mayorof Birmingham, declined 
to state at a press conference 
whether he and his lawyer son,

handling Ray’s defense at the 
extradition hearing next Thurs­
day. The elder Hanes saidhe 
would hot attend the hearing,

“Fm not even sure I’ll have 
the opportunity to see -this

EDITION: 3 STAR FINAL

-Arthur Jr., flew to London to 
•'advise British lawyers handling 
Ray’s fight in London courts 
against extradition to the 

'■United States. |
: Hanes also refused |o 

acknowledge that the man 
arrestedlat the London airpofc 

.June 8. with a Canadian pass-, 
“port forlpamon George Sneyd 
' actually was Ray.
/ The Albania lawyer stressed 
; he had ^n retainea to defend 
.'.the man in the event the .United 
'States’*"wins its demand that’

man,” he said. Hanes repeat­
edly dodged, reporters’ .'ques­
tions-as to Who was paying his 
.fees. 2- 1 . 
' Asked if he would' withdraw
■frbm Ray’s defense if it’fl 
disclosed tha^ a 'right-w 
radical organization 
the assassination, Hanes" 
plied: “No, sir, no indeed. I will, 
fight anit scrgp with my, last
ounce of Breath 

The kwj>^ 
two KikKIu^I

•re,

“ST-l 
fended' 
feBe

her
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Ray Denies 
Murdered 

: f J ■ < ' . . V ' < ' ■ ' ~:
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BY GODFREY ANDERSON'

rights leader. s
The prisoner—who is charged 

here under the alibis bf Ray 
mond (Jeorge Sneyd—took the 
witness? stand^g^^surprise 
move and-testnfel:' “I have

SEARCHED_____JNDEXED ——
SERIALIZED_^L^11^/-——-

JUN281968 ’
FBI —CHICAGO ;

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



neverhpd any kind of grudge 
sy’amsMiim.” , * J 
' Earlier, a British lawyer,

■
iputt;.r«^jssi^!g the 
bates in the ;move ta 
Bay,-told Chief Magis- 
WIW Milton of a witness 
whoisaid he hteard a shot fired

‘from thg/bathroom of a Mem­
phis rooming house and^hen 
saw Ray leave the bathroom. 
The shot whjih killed Kag al­
legedly wasjfired front this 
bathrobm. t ’

^BI ManTestifies -
An FBI expert, George Jacob 

Bonebrake, had testified Ray’s 
fingerprints were found on a 
rifle and binoculars discarded 
in a shop doorway after King 
was killed at the Lorraine mo­
tel April- 4.

“I found one print on the 
rifle and one on the sight and 
also on the binoculars,” Bone- 
brake said. “I compared them 
with fingerprints of Janies Earl 
Ray in the Los Angeles police 
file. I found they belonged to 
one and the same individual.”

Ray’s lawyer indicated he 
would seek to save Ray from 
extradition by contending the 
assassination of King was a 
political crimei

Ringed By Detectives
Under the United States-Brit-- 

ish extradition treaty, political 
grownds are a principM reason 
for granting asylum u anyone 
antTbarring extradition.

Bay was ringed by «etectives 
buf did not wear handcuffs' gs 
he mounted the witness stand. - 
; The hearing in crowded Bow 

| Street Magistrates court was 
i suspended for 10 minutes while 
I Ray conferred with his British 
I attorney, Roger Frisby.
I Frisby said he would rather 
Ray neither took the usual oath 
nor affirm, meaning taking the 
oath without invoking God.

This tactic meant that,

und® English legal .procedure, 
Raw could not W cross-ex* 
anfnod by Atty. CaSutt.

Wearing a darf suit and 
heavy horn-rimmed glasses 
Ray.' answered a series of' 
questions from his lawyer. He 
agreed he was the «ffl-‘<

rested at London airport June

“NeverMetTung" 
He said he hhd never met Dr. 

King and bore him no grudge, 
“OH you kill Dr. King?” 
“No sir,” Ray replied, 
Again on his counsel's advice; 

Ray said he did not wish to sign 
jthe court recording of his 
testimony. ■ i
. The court adjourned then 

until Tuesday, when the hearing 
it expected to end.

I Ray was sent back to prison. 
Silent thru presentation of the 
prosecution’s case, Ray de­
clared at the windup of that 
phase of the hearing that 
“parts of some of the testimony ■ 
are false and some are exag­
gerated.”

“I would like to disagree with tentBonel bund from

file for Ray, a fugi­on

record. ■ , >. . .
The FBI -;agent. a 

under questioning * the

dislike for King in the 
States..
-Peter Hopkirk, a corri 

ent of the London

P

1 Bonebrake

M?neJijs rec 
cqmmi

that Kin' 
calculated^

the

les, if he bwlievcd.appeared for the defense on a । in-piHKi liki^Vf
subpena. ......... .... '3X
nMJ!.1?"'.1"* “Ji M!
United States in April covering 
the Presidential primaries/He 
went to Memphis' the morning1 
fr Kin? wa® H^ and spent 
four or five days there inquire 
mg into King’s death. , 4 ;

.? ^as no secret he was1 
disliked by many white people 
saidS |* ^ ’’"M ^t

But he said that.

them and say something about - ™„^ »«^M„W 
this,”Ae said. I the print on the rifle 14 char-

Chi® Magistrate Milton hadActeristics the same as on the 
advised him about his right to Prints - — - -
call Jwitnesses and give testi-, 
many in his own behalf.

When, the court resumed 
after the brief recess,, Frisby 
said Ray disagreed with many 
of the facts given byvDetective I 
Chief Supt. Thoma® Butler of 
Scotland Yard. J t

In a dramatic hi^i point of ’ 
the hearing, Butler had testi- । 
fied that, on hearing in his 
prison cell that the police 
identified him as an American 
wanted for a-killing rather than . 
as Canadian George Sfaeyd, his 1 , 
alias, Ray slumped into a seat 
and said: “Oh God . ♦. I feel 
so trapped.”

Frisby said Ray wished'in 
particular “to state most em­
phatically that he did not make 
the observation: T feel so 
trappei.’ ”

Admit Some JDisl&e ,• 
“Nor did he say ‘Oh iodAhor 

did he collapse on ths seat in 
the manner which me chief 
super intendent described,” 
Frisby said., ^ ,

In court maneuvering, Frisby 
raised thMMfc of King’s < 
involvement inAmerican.poli’ | 
tics. He questioned Bonebrake 
closely about tbs' in. an .effort to1 
got statements about such । 
political ;< .involvement'- i«M^|

tive

Tho his

- The 
vict was b 
today to 
the U 
case for hi

It was Ra 
pearance 
Raymond ■ 
name on-tlj^; 
he was

port His two 
Bow Stree} 
hearings* hat 
the proceedi
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1 away a box of ammunition and 
m hos whjchwas not the right 
sfafte'tlat'particular gun.

“On April 3,. Sneyd, [Ray] 
booked Jn at the. New Revel 
Motor .hotel at Memphis/’ the 
lawyer continued.’’’wW fol­
lowing day he checked out . )f

the hotel and on that day in
Memphis h^Bn^b a pair of 
binoculars.”

Also on that day, Calcutt said, 
King was in Memphis, staying 
at the Lorraine motel. '

As Calcutt unfolded the story, 
four plain clothes detectives 
sat on a bench facing newsmen 
and the public gallery. All mem­
bers of the public had been
searched as they came 
court.

Sits in Front of Dock
Ray sat in front of

into

the
prisoner’s dock with a detective 
on either side d? him..

The court was tense, as Cal­
cutt coptinued his 'story:

“Fran a bathroom window at 
434% south Main st., a person 
couldfcee into Dr, King's room.

“Ar4 o’clock in the afternoon 
this defendant went to 424% 
South Main st,, where accom­
modation was available, arid he 
booked a room- As he did this 
he was seen ' by a vatriess, 
Charles Stevens, 46. 4

“The defendabt got a room 
and, between then and 6m’clock 
in the evening, he used the 
bathroom and the lavatory. 
Mr. Stevens, who was in the 
adjoining room, says that the 
man.used the bathroom and, the 
lavatory on. three occasions, 
each time for a long time,”

Calcutt continued: “at 6 
o’clock Mr. Stevens says he 
heard a shot fired from the
bathroom, 
room and 
below, w 
who, hell

of his
leaving

\ earlier. v
“The defendant left in a

hurpyt leaving binocular straps On ^24, Stevwlid he 
in his room. When he got out ygn1;ir-' - ----- ^
of the hotel entrance, be turned me> 
left and dropped his \Ht of
■^A"4’*"*”*! ® **« « * f

. “He .then .made off, in a.car 
wgit# nearby.” ' -

Calcutt said/the Memphis 
police took possession of the 
rifle and binocfists—Sey say 
the defendants’s finger prints 
were on tai

Found with Rifle 
. “It is also likely that 

strap found in his room
the

longed to the binoculars found 
i with the rifle.”
e Calcutt said that in 
September, 1959, Ray — or 

! Sneyd, as he still called him— 
। was convicted of armed rob­
bery., f

“He/ was sentenced to 20 
years Imprisonment,” he said,' 
“but |n April 23, 1967Jhe es­
caped from the Missouri State 
penitentiary with 12 dears of 
his sentence left to serve.”

Saw Man Buying Rifle
John Deshazo, an Alabamian, “About a minute after bear- 

declared in a sworn affidavit ing the shot I went to my door 
iread out by Calcutt that on ‘ “ • ■■
March 29 he was in the Bir- 
mingham store when he saw a the banisters, I saw a matt 
man in a dark business suit running net the end of the
handle several weapons and 
buy a Remington rifle. The 
jnan said he was going hunting 
in Wisconsin with ins brother
or brother-in-law, Deshazo said.

Deshazo was visited by FBI 
agents on April 16 and shown 
pictures of seven white meri. look at him, I think it was the 
He identified one as beingithe same man I saw earlier with 
man who bought the rifle, Cal- Mrs. Brewer.” ,
cutt sa

Stevei 
davit re 
March, 
lived wi

from 
I, he 
wife

in an apartment on South Main 
street in Memphis.

On April 4, Stevens said, he 
saw and heard a man standing 
with the manageress of die 
apartment building, Mrs. Ms- 
sie Bpwer, nearApartmentjB

[he man whiclf was just down the hill 
iking in frons his. He assumed the man 

was looking for a room.
identifies FBI Me ,

, an FM “w» jpro- 
as" very. much Une the 

man he had se®n- ’ *

the' .comniM'? battapopi, his 
statement f^i^B; "After, gee*

room 5-B ■ and assumed it had 
been,rented bythe mam

Sheard
them leaving arid coming past 
my room and into the common 
bathroom at the epd of 'the 
hall,”. Stevens’ . affidavit went 
on. i il^.s

“I was in irty kitchen working 
on a small radio when I heard 
a shot. I could tell that it came 
from the bathroom because it 
was very loud.' I

Saw People Milling
“I heard thru 

in my window
broken pane 
lot ot voices

yelling and hollering from the 
building across the road. I saw 
a lot of peqple milling around 
near the motel.

and opened it; The bathroom 
door was open. When I went to

the end of therunning nei
hallway. I

“He was marrying a bugdle 
in his right hand. It wag at 
least 3 or 4 feet long and S to 
8 inches thick. It was wrapped
in what looked like newspaper. 

“Altho I did not get a good
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The United States called ft 
Ray’s repirn to face dfrargt 
of “calculated, brutaj/an 
senselei murder.” ' f

Ray was returned ot jriso 
when court was adjournel unt 
next Tuesday.

courtroom

sworn-under. At'the time of 
his arrest, he was usina the 
name Hamon George SneJ.

Miltoi finally ruled »hat 
Ray wjuld mot be swornfand. 
advised him to merely an­
swer questions put up by his 
counsel.

By William H. Stoneman. . 
Daily News Foreign Service

LONDON — James Ear 
Ray denied Thursday at hif 
extradition hearing that he 
was the sniper-assassin of ths 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther Kin; 
Jr. '

In a sudden maneuver bj 
Roger Frisby, Ray’s court 
appointed attorney, Ray tool 
the witness stand to fight JJ.S 
attempts to return: him t 
Memphis for trial in the’ Apri 
4 murder of the civil,'right 
leader. : ,

“Did you kill ©r. Marti! 
Luther King,” Frisby asked

RAJ, HIS face showing a 5 
. o’erfk shadow, replftl. quark 
! ^without expressioi 
H sir.” ' 
■ Earlier, during d 
, in Bow Street Magistrate

Court; the Unit
-charged thatRay wds-tfie Ion 
assassin in the siiipsr-^

RAY ENTERED the cour 
room after a luncheon adjourr 
ment chewing gum. He-sat a 

I-most motionless in the,prisoi 
er’s dock, his shoulders hunche 
forward, clenching . his teet 
from time to time. ■ .....

Ray, who has been silex 
since his arrest June 8 at Loi 
don Airport on charges of ca 
rying a'forged passport and 

: conceded pistol, ros® quick! 
when Frisby startled the cou: 

> by announcing: / <
j “ I call my client.”-(
i I wo Scotland Yard detective 
| guarding the prisoner.-quick 
flankedliim and marched alfcg- 
side if y to the witness stand. 
One, d/tective then placed lim- 
self retween the witness’and 
the main body of the jammed 
crowd to thwart any possible

This defense tactic , meant 
that, under English legal pro­
cedure, Ray could not be cross­
examined by U.S. counsel •si/,-,

“Are you th® man arreited 
at London Aiilort June |?” 
Frisby asked. I »

■ “Yes sir,” answered Ray.
“Do you know Maran Lu­

ther Kin^personally?” 1
“No, sit” replied Raw
“Did wu have a grudge 

against ®m?” Frisby asked?
"No, sir,” came the reply.
“Did you kill Dr., Martin

Luther King?” . ■
In a noncommittal tone Ray, 

replied: • ', J
“No, sir.”

DURING testimony, -Ray- 
sat on a chair, his left- arm 
resting on a railing 'of ’’the' 
witnew bp J '

The questions and feswers.
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MAGISTRATE frank Mil­
ton pivised Ray Io take an 
oathfes he sat inf he witness 
stand. But attorneys and, Mil-w 
ton ' immediately became in- 
vqlved in an argument'as;rtp 
what name Ray 'sho.uldvi.be

which h<® been, takffli 
by tho crert clerks were1 
back to Ray at th 1 
tjon-mf .his. -teg

sw e

iM

Yes*' th’a

J UN 2 8 1968
FBI—CHICAGO
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WJWR dbheu /;y.uw uuik u 
lie J would ^litegLjSgn his 

i H on 11 r„ J J Ired ^1

Yanf»tnS%I  ̂ 1
'“Well,' -how would i 'Mgs 

i1'”’ la < ■ ‘ ’
This produced a" discussion 

between Frisby and Milton, 
,before Frisby said Ray would 
not sign the statement. He 
then was returned to the pris­
oner’s dock.

RAY’S ATTORNEY "sought 
to prevent extradition of his

have a witness "w^b.saw 
enter a roominghouse, bath- « 
room overlooking the 'motel 
court where Dr. King- 'was ' 
shot.f- The witness h^rdjla '
shot fireff from the bai
and waj 
the rof 
added.

client by contending that Dr. 
King’s assaasMMtft was a 
political crime.
' “The whole burden- of my 
case is that Dr. King is a po­
litical figure,” Frisby told 
the court.

UNDER CLOSE questioning 
by Frisby, FBI fingerprint ex­
pert George Bqnebrake admit­
ted that there was a certain 
amount of dislike for Dr. King 
in the United States. But Bone­
brake said he knew of no com­
mitment to any political party 
by Dr. King’s movement, the 
Southren Ichristian Leadership 
Conference.

Political erifnes are ntot cov­
ered under the U.S.-Briash ex­
tradition treaty and, if Frisby 
could prove the slayir^ was 
due to politics, he might pos­
sibly prevent Ray’s return to 
stand trial at Memphis.

At the hearing, held under 
security precautions unprece­
dented in British judicial his­
tory, David Calcutt, a' British 
lawyer representing the United 
States, gave evidence that 
Ray’s fingerprints w^e found 
on the itfle suspected If killing 
Dr. Kint. I

“Thefbullet that k|led Dr. 
King was examined when re­
covered,” Calcutt said, “and 
there is a strong likelihood 
that the bullet came from the 
rifle found by police.” '

! The witness was identified 
। as Charles Stevens, 46, a 
heavy equipment operator, 

’ who lived with his wife in the
Memphis roominghouse.

(In Memphis, United Press 
International reported t h a t 
Stevens dropped out qf< sight 
about the time of Ray’s arrest 
in London, the FBI denied 
any knowledge of his where­
abouts.)
' Describing the assassination 
as “the working of a single 
hand,” Calcutt said Dr. King’s 
“tragic death was the work 
of this criminal,” and he 
looked at Ray in the prison­
er’s dock.

He said the slaying was a 
“bitter irony.” “King’s name 
was a passport for peace but 
he met a violent death,” the 
British lawyer said. /

IT WAS THE third B/tish 
court araearance for the 40- 
year-ol^scaped convict since 
Scotland Yard detectives ar- 
restedpiii at a London airport 
June 8 and charged him with 
possessing false passports and 
a loaded pistol. ,

Before police officers testi­
fied Thursday about Ray’s ar­
rest, Magistrate Frank Milton 
ordered Ray held until July 5

a minute late* he

im 
ofid Ray come oi

Charles Stevens

dropped if extradition is 
proved. •

that
Inui purlin

, “0n Aprjl'3,#Sne 
booked..m\’at, " ‘ 
Motor HeM it

lowing day<he 
the’hp - ‘ 
Mempl

■ biqocul

as saying J^fW 
shot yas flOirjo: 
room window ^ 
house, Jf“ti(^' ’ 

‘ between griyL
bathnwm’is very 1 

• “I looked', - "

ap-

,His two previous trips io Bow 
Street for preliminary , hear­
ings had been brief, and 
the proceedings Thursday pro­
vided the first extehsivalook 
at the U.S. government’* case 
against him. . >•

Referring throughout to Ra^ 
as Sneyd, Calcutt gave the 
court this account:

On March 29, six days before 
Dr. King was killed in Mem­
phis, Ray went to a store in 
Birmingham, Ala., kept by. a 
Mr. Wood-and bought a rifle 
with telescopic sights <and am­
munition. There was. another
customer in the 
time; -

Jhe next day 
satisfied.and wani

top at the

ty was not 
itochange

on the two 
against him. 
however, are

British charges 
These charges, 
expected to be

the rifle. He took .instead < a 
Remington 760 that had tele­
scopic sights attached tp'iL He 
also bought and too&’awdy-a.

imunihbti* arit 
1'ot‘th'Q^igh^

t

’ fr^K across 
direction, of. 
tel (where Dr. Km} 
mg),” the lawicr.^’i 
vens. “I
I looked toward the-; _ 
The door was open. I s 
man running. ‘^ 

. “He 'was carrying 
that looked-^p^be^gl 
to four feet *1 
eight. -incH^^^ 
wrapped in newspa

“I think ;itn^’W^ 
man I had seeh- ear 
Mrs. (Bessie) -W^^'f 
landlady) in raom^'4 
back to the ^di®

sdw a ldittof/ meh, 
men.’’ ' ; ‘1

Calcutt1 sad' tie 
fled from 
out of tte<re m, 
“turned left and dnpg 

lars jrisfl^^ 
made ' off ,’ih m -car 
nearby*” . r ' ‘ -k
J As "Qalclit
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,Stary, ffour plainclothes detect 
’.Byes sat on’ a bench facing 

^newsmen and, the public gal­
lery. All memWw the pub­
lic had been searched as they 
came into court.

CALCUTT, in discussing fin­
gerprints, quoted a deposition 
from Bohebrake that three fin­
gerprints found on the,,sus­
pected murder rifle, its tele- 
scopid sight . and the binocu­
lars fatched prints of Ray on 
file with the FBI.

During cross - examination, 
Milton permitted Frisby to 
question Bonebrake at length 
about the U.S. racial-political 
situation. Representatives of i 
the U.S. government, who in- i 
eluded Asst. Atty. Gen. Fred 
M. Vinson and American Con­
sul Gen, Jack Herfurt, did not 
object. 1

Bonebrdke said he took an 
interest in U.S. politics al­
though his work did not bring ■ 
him into contact with politics, ' 
unless it was connected with 

; the fingerprints he was ex-: 
! amiang. j

He agreed Dr. Kina^was a 
nationally known personality.

Asked if the Negro leader in- ■ 
spired likihg or disli® in the 
United States, Bonebrake tes­
tified: “More toward liking,, I 
would think.” But he admit­
ted there- also was a certain 
amount of dislike of the civil 
rights leader.

MILTON WAS expected to 
follow up the American pres­
entation of evidence by in­
forming Ray that he would 
have 15 days to appeal against 
extradition to the “queen’s 
bench,” which corresponds to 
the American circuit court of 
appeals.

If Ray does! apjeal, a deci- 
sioif will probablylbe rendered 
by Rhe queen’s mneh within 
thr® or four days. Thus if 
thii^s, go smoothly for the 
United States Ray may be 
on his way back to Memphis 
to facei trial for murder by 
July 1'5. '

ASTHE HEARING began; 
details became known of the

linked to the room from 
which the shot that killed Dr. 
King was fired. ■

A beer can in the roonl was 
found to have a smudge re­
sembling a fingerprint. Mi­
nute examination indicated 
that it might be the print of 
a left thumb. -

oo.uou wanted men to’ spot Frisby said Ray wished \ in 
prints in the same category' particular “to state most em­
as that on the beer can. This phatically that he did not 
produced 1,900 prints of the make -the observation: II feel 
same general type. sb trapped.’” I
. Then the FBI began an I “Nor did he say ‘OhjGod,’ 

elaborate game of matching nor didhe collapse on th* seat 
up the print with each of the ;m thel manner which the 
1 onn t, chief superintendent de­

scribee*” Frisby said. $
1,900. It checked with Ray’s, 
which was in the second hun-
dred examined.

“OH, GOD - I feel s0 
trapped,” Detective Chief 
Supt. Thomas Butler, of Scot­
land Yard, quoted Ray as 
saying shortly after his arrest.

The suave-looking detective 
was explaining to Magistrate 
Milton how Ray reacted when 
he was told soon after his ar­
rest that he was suspected.

Butler said he spoke to Ray 
in his prison cell and told him: 
“I now believe your name is 

[not George Sneyd, but James 
Earl Ray, that you are also 
known as Eric Starvo' Galt 
and by other names and that 
you are wanted at present in 
the United States for serious 
criminal offenses including 
murder in which a firearm

, was used.” ■
i BUTLER testified the pris- 
| oner who had been Lading, 
| “suddenly slumped town On 
, the/seat behind hint and he 
, putfhis head in his hands andi 
said: ‘Oh God.’

“After a moment or so, he 
added: T feel so trapped.’ ”

Butler said . he cautioned
Ray that any statement. he 
made could be used as evi­
dence in sujjs^quent1 court pro­
ceedings. ; / ,'f

Ray replied,.he said? “Well, 
yes."I should«S*M^anything 
more now. ' T cannot think; 
right.” .

SILENT THROUGH presen­
tation .of the prosecution’s 
case, Ray declared through 
his attorney atthefcrindup of 
that phase of the hiring that 
“parts of some of (he testi­
mony are false andfcome are 
exaggerated.’.’

“I would like to disagree 
with t|em and say something 
about pus,” he said.

Frisby said Ray wished in

James Ear? Ray
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Avv lines
King1 killin
Revelation

Londda 
courtroom
Daily News Wire Servic/es

LONDON — The United 
States charged Thursday that 
James Earl Ray was the, l®e 
killer of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King. Jr. It said it had 
a witness to prove it.
, A Briifsh lawyer representing 

the? Unfed- States in a formal 
extraditon hearing called for 
Ray’s return to M em-pil s, 
Tenn., to face charges jof the 
“calculated, brutal and'sense- 
less murder” of the’ civil 
rights leader April 4.

Attorney David Calcutt said 
in Bow Street magistrate’s 
court that fingerpnmts con- 
nected'Ray to a iHe' ltand 
by police after Dr. King Was- 
shot.

“The bullet which killed 
Dr. King was examined when 

: recovered,” he continued, 
“and there is a strong likeli-

1 hood - that. the bullet came ‘

enter a rooming house bath-
room overlooking the motel 
whlre Dr. King died, heard a ( 
shot fired from the bafiroom 
anj watched Ray coma out of 
the room a minute laten

The -witness was identified 
as Charles Stevens, 46, of no,. . .. , at the U.S. government’s case;
fixed address, who on Apn 4 inst him. \ 
was living m the rooming . . , , . -Referring throughout to Rayhouse.

As Ray stood—showing no 
apparent emotion—in the pris­
oner’s dock, Calcutt looked at 
him and said: “This tragic 
death was the work of this
criminal.” .

Calcutt described the crime Mr.-Wood and boug t 
with telescopic sights .ai 
munition. There was ;as “the working of a single 

hand.”
He said the slaying was a 

“bitteii irony.” “King’s name 
was af passport for peace but
he m® a violent death,” the 
BritisB lawyer said; :

IT WAS THE third British 
court appearance for the 40- 
year-old escaped convict since 
Scotland Yard detectives Ar­
rested him at a London ajr®rt 

. June 8 and charged.htm ^th 
posseting false passports and 
a loa®d pistol.;He-wasitravel-

ing u|der the name ofa To­
ronto policeman, Ramon 

■ George Sneyd. ■ ^'^ ;

&' '4 .cha^g^'df

caped from the Missouri State 
Penitentiary.

His two previous trips|to Bow 
Street for preliminary hear-, 
tags had been brief, at® 
the proceedings Thursday pro­
vided the first extensive; look.

as Sneyd,I Calcutt gave the 
court this account:

On Mar® 29, .six days before 
Dr. King was killed in Mem­
phis, Ray went to a stole in 
Birmingham, Ala., kep®y a

customer in the-. shop at 'tl 
time. • w

tA next day Ray vus.D 
satiaied and'wahted to chan 

, the rifle. He took-.ta^ead 
i Rerfflngton 760 that ,h

scopic.sights.jtta 
j.also'.bqfi^ ’“’ "

‘box df ammif
that was not-the>j: 

I that particular gun. s 
III “An April 3, Sneyd (Ra 

booled in at the Nes^® 
| Mofr Hotel at ■MBUjfe^ 
1 lawyer continued. “tf'®sf

lowing day he checked, 
the hotel and on O’

Chicago daily new 
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Memphis' he bought a pair of 
binoculars.” ■

CALCliT quoted Stevens 
;aa sayiffe that after hearing' 
i'ffie Shonto the'b'athroom he 
^W ^-Raygsleavg 'hurridely, 
s#a^g binocular straps in his

*».^‘WbMF,’lie got apt of the 
hotel entrance, he turned left 
and dropped his Mt of rifel, 
sights and binoculars in the 
doorway,” Calcutt said. “He 
then made off in a car wait­
ing nearby.” ■

T As Calcutt unfolded the 
sotry, four plainclothes detec­
tives sat on a bench facing 
newsmen and the public gal­
lery. All members of the pub­
lie had been searched as they 
came into court.

The case was being heard 
by Chief Magistrate Frank 
Milton. I ।

Also present were American • 
Consul-gaeral Jack Herfurt, I 
who is it charge of the case ‘

linked to the room from 
which the shot that killed Dr. 
King|was fired. , 1

A fter can in the/bom was 
found to have a sludge re- 
semfhng a finger/rint. Mi­
nuted exaiiiination ■ indicated 
that fit mightfbe the print of 
a ley thumb. I_______ ■ .

RBI experts -then fed the 
print into a computer contain­
ing the left thumb prints of 
56,000 wanted men . to spot 
prints in the same category 

■ as that on the beer can. This 
produced 1,900 prints of the 
same general type. .

Then the FBI began! an 
elaborate game of matching 

1 ULie Print with each of the 
1,900. It checked with Ray’s, 
which was in the second hun­
dred examined.

at the American Embassy; 
here, and Fred M. Vinson, as-1
sistant attorney general, who = 
was here from Washington to i 
take charge. '

MILTON WAS' expected to 
follow up the American pres- i 
entation of evidence by in-; 
forming Ray - that He would j 
have 15 days to appeal against j 
extradition to the “queen’s i 
bench,” which corresponds ’ to 
the American circuit court of
appeals.

If Ray does appeal, a deci­
sion will probably be rendered 
by the queen’s bench within 
three or four days. Thus if 
things go smoothly for the 

! United States Ray may be. 
on his way back to Memphis 
to face trial for murder by 
July 15. ■

Ateo present Thursday was 
Gecrge Bonebreak, a |>p FBI 
fingerprint expert, who!was to 
ejq|ain how the FBI| identi­
fied Ray. ’ »

AS THE HEARING began, 
details became known of the 

-manner in "which Ray was
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_ ' l Jr., a British lawyer said

British Lawjer B
if . ’ Milton fc

Outlines Case
Iwyer, David Calcit, 
ief Magistrate Frank 
lat Ray’s finger prints.

,iund on a rifle which 
ptflice recovered after King was
shot. '• ■ 1 ,

“The bullet which kiSed T)r.-
King was examined when^re-

Ray’^ finger printsjwere found.
>n'tfii^ rifle wjiich American.

1 polic&Lbelieye. w|s\usei to kite m 
lLthe Ffev. MartM WW »

jpred," he continued-,- Janel* 
re is a strong IjkelihQgqp’aL 
r bullet came from th^ifle 
ind by the police , „ 
aFcutt ^/Oi
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Wds&qmmitted - -

CslfUtt,toMWwowiied Bow 
Street court that King was the 
yi^im of “a calculated; ^brutal, 
ahd’-pensCtessnmrder-Ta ,mur- 
dei-that was bitter, With irdny.” 

“Tho his name ’ was a very 
password for- peace,” Calcutt 
'said, “he met a violent death. 
- “This tragic death of Dr. 
King .Was the working of the 
single hand ofthis man,” he 
declared, referring to Ray.

The 40-year-old escaped con­
vict was brought into the court 
today to hear Calcutt outline 
the United States government’s 
case for his extradition.

Could Extend Process
With two British lawyers to 

defend him, Ray was expected 
to fight extradition and appeal 
to the High Court if Milton
ruled 
turnei

rat he should be, re- 
to the Unitei States.

This cmild extend th* 
for wefts;

process

It was Ray’S third. Court ap­
pearance under the aEas of 
Raymond George Sneyd, the 
name on the Canadian passport 
he was carrying when he was 
arrested June 8 at London air­
port. His two previous trips to 
Bow S t r e e t for preliminary 
hearings had been brief, and 
the proceedings today provided 
the first extenesive look at the 
United States government’s 
case against him.

Referring thruout to Ray as 
Sneyd, Calcutt gave the court 
this accost: , *

Wailed an Exchange
On Ma^h 29, six dayslbefore 

King was kilted in MAnphis, 
Ray went to a store in Birming­
ham, Ala., kept by a Mr. Wood 
and bought a rifle with tele-
scopic sights and ammunition.Therewas another customer bathroom. He came out 
in the shop at the time. J*®1 ®^ ®* ? ®^n

The folloniig^ Bay. was WW.Ij^jajgdt «^ 
not satisfied ,and wanted to wbo.be flat* 

change the -rifle.. He took in- ' .-ghe- defendant left 
hurry, leaving binocular

awayaboxof
a box which was not.thj rig... t—rr-7-r-?------
box for that particular Ah. ' ^ thenmade off-ih a'car 

“On April 3, Sneyd [Ray] । waiting, nearby,” Z ' z- 
booked in at the New Revel , Calcutt "the, Memphis
Motor hotel at Memphis,” the i 

lawyer continued. “On the fol-; 
lowing day he checked out' ofi 
the hotel and on that day in 
Memphis he bought a paw of 
binoculars.”

Also on that day, Calcutt said, 
King was in Memphis, staying; 
at the lajraine motel.

As CaMutt unfolded the story, 
four plain clothes detectives 
sat on abench facing newsmeri 
and the public gallery. All mem­
bers of the public had been i 
searched as they came into 
court. i

Sits in Front of Dock
Ray sat in front of the 

prisoner’s dock with a detective 
on either side of him.

The court was tense as Cal­
cutt continued his story:

“From bathroom window at 
424% South Main st., a person 
could see into Dr. Kink’s room.

“At 4 o’clock in the afternoon 
this defendant went to 424% 
Strath Main st., where accom­
modation was available, and he 
booked a room. As he did this 
he was seen by a witness,;a Mr. 
Stevens. ■

“The defendant got a Boom 
and, between then and 6 ollock 
in the evening, he use® the 
bathroom and the lavatory. 
Mr. Stevens, who was in the 
adjoining room, says that the 
man used the bathroom and the

Saw
" John

lavatory on three occasion, 
each tiine fo ra long time.”

4 Hears Shot Fired

•4

of 
of ;
He jirodiiq

M

Caisutt continued; “at 6|S & 
o’cloA Mr. Stevens says ho &f)QI“ 
heard a shot fired from<the ^S®

handle s

stead y Remington 76Q- 
had telescopic
to it .He also bought a^

I
j gf«e, sights, and

# droppedpi

®W,

police took 
rifle and '" . They flay
the defendants’s finger’ points 
were on them, he added,,;

“These tie in with the- de­
fendant’s face picture and 
finger prints,” Calcutt, snip. 
“The bullet which fcilled Dr.

i swa­

' Identifies’
On'^A 

identiti^'"”

the

fog.

h

King was examined when .Re­
covered and there is a strong 
likelihood that the bullet came 
from the rifle found by'the 
police. • .

Found with Rifle ^
„ “It is also likely 
.strap .found m his room. be-, 
longed to thp binoQjdars found 
with the rifle.” . ^ ^

Calcutt sajd thatf'. in 1 
September, 1959, Ray-or Sneyd, 
as he still Ailed him — wgs 
convicted of|armed robbery I

“He was iced
years imprisonment,” he said.
“but on April 23, 1967, he es-1 
caped from the Missouri,'.State I 
penitentiary with 12 years,’ pf I 
his sentence left to-serve,”

Calcutt-then re?d extract* 
from wri;............  ..........

on
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I Didn't Kill Dr. Ki
Ray Tells The Court

LONDON (AP)—James Earl 
Ray denied Thursday that he 
killed Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

Fighting extradition-to the 
United States to stand trial for 
the murder of the Negro civil 
rights leader, Ray professed 
innocence in Bow Street Mag­
istrates fart. '

The 4(iy ear-old fugitive 
from the Missouri Penitentiary 
took the stand in his own de­
fense after the U.S. govern­
ment unveiled a carefully de­
tailed case, against him as 
“the single hand” in the as­
sassination at the Lorraine 
Motel in Memphis on April 4.

George Jacob Bonebrake, a 
fingerprint expert of the Fed­
eral Bureau of Investigation, 
testified he found Ray’s prints 
on the rifle, telescopic sight 
and binoculars that were 
dropped at the doorway of a 
shop near the motel shortly af­
ter Dr. King was slain.

Under questioning by his 
court-appointed British attor­
ney, Roger Frisby, Ray de­
clared in a soft, reedy drawl 
he had never met Dr. King and 
that he bore him no grudge.

“Did you kill Martin Luther 
King?” Frisby afked.

“No, sir,” the prisoner re­
plied. ■

Chief Magistrate Frank Mil­
ton, presiding in a gray suit 
with lots of white cuff showing,

later adjourned the hearing un­
til next Tuesday. It is expected 
to be completed then. Ray 
went back to prison.

British lawyers retained by 
the United States told Milton of 
witnesses to the purchase of 
the rifle and of a disabled war­
veteran, Charles Stevens, 46, 
who said he heard the fata! 
shot fired from the common 
bathroom of a rooming hou® 
on S. Main St. near the Lor­
raine Motel.

But Ray resisted moves to 
extradite him to stand trial for 
Dr. King’s murder with all the 
legal ammunition provided by 
Britain’s clouded extradition 
laws.

If the court’s decision goes 
against him, Frisby is expect­
ed to appeal to a higher court 
on the ground that Dr. King’s 
assassination was a political 
crime, for which Britain does 
not permit extradition.

Frisby electrified the court 
by summoning Ray to the 
stand for a six-minute unsworn 
appearance. I

Ray was formally addressed.

tectives clustered .around him 
in a human screen. This was 
the exchange: 1 "

Frisby: Did you know! Mar­
tin Luther King personaly?

Ray: No, sir. 4 •
Frisby: Had you ever met 

him? ’
Ray: No, sir.

- Frisby: Have you any kind 
of grudge against him?

Ray: No, sir.
Frisby: Did you kill Martin 

Luther King?
- Ray: No, sir.

Asked To Sign
Asked by the court clerk to 

sign a summary of this for 
evidence, Ray turned to his 
lawyer and said: “How would 
I sign it?” . .

It went into the record un­
signed. At no point during the 
hearing did his lawyer admit 
that the prisoner was Ray.

The U.S. ease was 'present­
ed by David Calcutt, a tall,

3
The next day he cam 

and exchanged?# for a 
ington 760 rifle, 'Serial 
461476, witii a telescopic^H 
numbered AI7350. ’, v

John Deshazo of
eryfAla., another customer iS 
the store, told FBI agent>Iater- 
thal Raynor a man he tenra^ 
tivley identified.as Ra\ through 
pictures+had*liuught a nfle- 
and saidtie w^i going hunlng- 
in Wisconsin w>^;^^g 
or/ Ww-*^^S,s^E$

On ^pril:£ jaeco|&
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as Ramon Georbe Sneyd, the 
alias under which he is held 
here on charges of entering 
Britain on a forged Canadian 
passport. .

He sat rather than stood , in 
the witness box to make less 
of a target in any attempt on 
his life and Scotland Yard de*

bald British lawyer, 
him one hour and 10 
to tell the story.

This was Calcutt’s 
of the. evidence agah 
drawn from the ^o

It took 
minutes

version 
t Ray.

submitted by the U;S.|mbaf- 
sy: .
; -On March 29 Ray went into; 
the Aero Marine Supply Co. for 
B i r m i n g h a m, Ala., aig 
bought a rifle with a .telescop­
ies sight from Donell .Wood, 
the son of the owner, 4, " r
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sworn statement by receptionist 
.Henrietta Hagermaster, Ray' 
booked into-the new Rebel Mo-

rtel in Memphis. Then he 
to a Memphis store run

tor 1 
went 
by <

saw a man running and car- 
ryiilg a bundle about /hree or 
fouj feet long and sixfor eight 
incies thick, wrappedfin news- 
pajfer. Although I didn’t get a

Mr. York and bought a ‘long look, I think it was the
pair I of Bushnell binoculars same man I saw earlier with 
numbered DQ408664 with a Mrs. Brewer.” :
case and strap, in a yellow " ~
and black box, and wrapped 
in a gray-blue paper bag. He 
got a receipt for $41.05.

A Key Witness
The next affidavit cani from 

Stevens, one of the govern­
ment’s key witnesses. On the 
day of Dr. King’s death, Be was 
living with his common-law 
wife in apartment 6-B of the 
rooming house at 422*4 s- 
Main St., Memphis, which from 
the rear faced the motel where 
Dr. Kingiwas shot. I 
” Onjthat day, he said, he law 

thelmanager, Bessie Brewer, 
standing near apartment 5-B, 
just down the hall from his, 
with an unidentified, man. Ste­
vens’ apartment was next to 
the common bathroom, sepa­
rated from his kitchen by only 
a thin plywood partition. ■ ;. .

Stevens/who spent most 'of 
his time in bed, said he heard 
footsteps on April 4 leading 
from apartment 5-B, to the 
bathroom.: /

The affidavit continued:
“On the first co upie of 

times, he jdid . not stay ' long. 
On the third time the person 
stayed there what seemed like 
a longtime toward f the end 
of the fafternoon bi ween 5 j 

and 6 B.m. I wanteB to use 
the toiret. ’

“I was in my kitchen work­
ing on a small radio when I 

-heaf a shot. I could tet that 
i it, cine from the bathroin be- । 
cat® it was very loud, | ।

“When I heard voice? yell- I 
nig and hollering in the -Lor-1 
j^ Motel. I w,ent out and |
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‘missing’
MEMPHIS (UPI) - Three 

persons believed to be key wit­
nesses in the April 4 slaying of 
the ’Rev.- pr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. may have been taken 
into protective custody.

Local authorities refused 
comment and a special agent 
of the FBI said he had “no 
knowledge” of the whereabouts 
of Charles Q. Stevens, Willie 
Anchutz and Mrs. Bessie 
Brewer. Mrs. Brewer is a for­
mer'manager of the down-at- 
heels rooming house from 
which the fatal shot was fired; 
the twtf men had lives there.

Alljhree saw thejman who 
chec®d into t h | rooming 
house and allegedly* fired the 
shot‘that killed Dr. King. The 
FBlJlater identified that mas 
as James Earl Ray, a fugitive 
fromi a Missouri prison ar­
rested June 8 in London un­
der the name George Ramson 
Sney^l.

IN'EXTRADITION proceed­
ings tin London Thursday, bar­
rister David. Calcutt, repre­
senting the United States, said 
Stevens was a witness to the 
King** assassination, a state­
ment that sparked a search 
hereof or the witnesses.

A check of the rooming house 
revealed that Mrs. Brewer and 
her jusbfcd, Frank, had been 
replace® in the Wianagir’s of­
fice ‘by/Mr. and Mrs» James 
MacDonald; Stevens1 room, 
No. J 6, was padlocked, and 
there was no report on An- 
chut|.

Frank Holloman, director of 
fire Jind. police, said he could 

comment on any.facet 
of t|e' case. He repeated the 
statement as he. was oues-

tion^ -about the -whereabouts 
of three.

Rupert Jenseff^JWSul agent 
in charge of the FBI office 
here* said he talked with Ste- 
vensj a “few weeks” ago, but 
“I Wave no knowledge , of his 
whereabouts at the present 
time"’

Ch
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U.S. hopes to obtain 
Ray extradition soon
ByWilliam H. Stoneman 
Daily News Foreign Service

LONDON—American embas­
sy officials expressed the hope 
Friday that ah order for the 
extradition of James Earl Ray, 
accused of killing the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., will be 
granted in Bbw Street Magis­
trate’s Court Tuesday when his 
hearing is resumed. ,

They did not appear unduly 
worried by the defense law­
yers plan to contest the graht- 
iniof the order oil the ground 
that—if Ray did, in fact, kill 
Dr.;;King—it was a “political'’ 
crime and therefore not cov­
ered under the Anglo-Ameri­
can extradition treaty. •

“The whole burden of my 
case is that Dr. King is a po­
litical figure,’ 'said Roger 
Frisby, Ray’s attorney, at the 
hearing’s first session Thurs­
day./

RAY, QU E S T I 0 N ED by 
Frisby, denied that he had:' 
killed Dr. King. Since he was 
was not uifier oath, U.S. at­
torneys did Lot have a chance 
to cross-exarnlne him.

“Did you Martin Luther 
King personally?” asked Fris­
by. , '

“No, sir,” said Ray.
“Have you ever met Martin 

Luther King personally?”
“No, sir.” .
“Did you-have any grudge

against Mm?” .
“No, sir.”
“Did you kill Dr. Martin Lu­

ther King?”
“No, sir.”
Frisby had advised the court 

in advance that he would not 
contest fingerprint evidence 
linking Ray to the alleged 
murder weapon. I

f THE U.S. CASE againstf Ray 
Ivas presented by British’law- 
wer David Calcutt, who called 
the slaying the “working of a 
single hand.” -

: One dT Calcutt’s witnesses 
was Thomas Butler of Scot­
land Yard, who arrested Ray 
at a London airport June 8.

Butler said Ray “slumped 
down on a seat behind him, 
put Ms head in his hands and 
said, ‘Oh, God, I feel so 
trapped.’ ”

If an extradition order is 
granted Tuesday, Ray’s law­
yers will have 151 days in 
w h i,c h to appeal to the 
Qifeen’s Bench, a |h i g h e r 
coart. The Q u e e n’s Bench 
mfcht take' four or five days 
to render its verdict.

If that verdict went against 
Ray, he might be permitted 
to appeal to the House of 
Lords, the British equivalent 
of the Supreme Court, for a 
legal judgment on whether

his, crime—even if proven— 
was a political act. * >

Fund offers to pay 
for Ray’s defense 
SAVANNAH, Ga. (AP)—An 

organization called the Patriot 
Legal Fund has offered to 
defend James Earl Ray “free 
of charge” if he is tried on 
charges of assassinating the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luthers; King 
Jr. ।

The fund’s secretary; Dr. I 
Edward R. Fields, said' the 
legal fund would defend-Ray 
with its oA attorney or Would 
pay forme® Birmingham (Ala.) 
Mayor Amur J. Ha^S “if 
Mr. Hane? asks us.” I

“Art Hanes is a personal 
friend of mine and woald be a 
good'attorney to defend Ray,” 
PialfTc caid '

J, 1VMM O«1U. v. '
In BirmingIffin®»iaaes said: 

“We’ve solicited nd funds’, npr. 
authorized anybodypJ:o'‘(^liec^ 
any "funds., We -know‘)<gothirig 
of this outfit,^ r i

Asked if 'he
Hanes said, “I’vejme 
once or twice. Some w 
boy^showed upf wi ’ 
stom? W taCtics/fafe ,a 
Birmingham meeting Vo m e* | 
yeafs ago. I refused to speak 
until they were cleared'out.'”"j

Chicago daily news 
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^^itnesses inBay
Case~Can’t Be Found

Memphis, June 27 (WB — 
Three key witnesses against 
James Earl Ray, the accused 
assassin of Dr. Martin Luther 
King I Jr., have dropped from 
iight and may be in protective 
custody, an investigation showed 
today.

i A fourth witness has been 
confined td a1 mental institution, 
authoritative sources said. This 

: witness was not identified.
■ A British lawyer; David Cal- 
cutt, representing the United

' States at an extradition hearing 
for Ray in London, told the 
court that American authorities 
had a witness, a “Mr. 
Stevens,” who had seen Ray 
enter the hoarding house bath­
room that jddg’s killer used as 
a sniper’s lost.

, Scwry to House
.disclosure sen£ local 

importers scurrying " S’" the 
boarding house to further inter- 
■iarles A. , Stevens, who

ies npfdrmatioh’j’fc'Ou; 
•corning the April 4 killing. ‘ ■ 
i But When newsmen reached
.the house they found Stevens 
missing and 'a padlock on his
old room, No. 6. Also missing Iman he saw was ckuwm 
weref^Mrs. BesSie Brewer, |had sharp features, am thick

। formlr rooming house man­
ager,! and another occupant, 
Willi^Aichutz, who had given 
officials information.

Mrs; Brewer and her hus­
band. Erank, had been replaced 

. in the.;manager?s, office by Mr. 
andjMrs. James MacDonald.

The MacDonalds said they had 
been managing the rooming 
house “only a few days” and 
did not know the Brewers.

Mrs. Brewer was still at the 
house Jude 8, when Ray, using 
the name George Ramon 
Sneyd, <was arrested at the 
London airport. She told re­
porters at that time that she 
“had been too busy to worry 
about” the King assassination.

Keep Whereabouts Secret
Authorities refused to . shed 

any light on the whereabout of 
the witnesses. Frank Holloman, 
director'of‘fire and police, said 
he could make no comment, 
and Robert, Jansen, agent of the 
federal "Bureau of Investiga- 
tilh, when*' questioned about 
Sevens, sid he talkgd to him 
“a few whe)<s ago, bit “I have 
no knowledge of hil where­
abouts at^the present time.”

Jensen refused to comment 
on Mrs. Brewer and Anchutz, 
explaining: i “I’m sorry.; I’m 
restricted, and can say nothing 
about the case.”

Man Was Clean Shaven •
Stevens, in interview&shortly 

.after King was killed/jaidithe

[hair at the front that receded 
*an each side.

It was Steven’s description, 
given to an artist of the 
Memphis Commercial 
that produced 'the fif^'-vw. 
likeness, eftheman FBIW  ̂
lit6d'identw4|K^|^
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aW»W9

Prints on Rij
BY ARTHUR VEYSEY 

{Chief of London Bureau] 
(Chicago Tribune Press-Service] 

LONDON, June 27—In a day 
of high drama, the United 
States today meticulously un­
folded a file of finger prints, 
photographs, and eyewitness * 
statements in an effort to ex­
tradite James’EarlRayfor 
trial in the slaying of Dr. Mar­
fin Luther King Jr. Dr. King 
was shot to death by a. sniper 
April 4 as he stood on a motel 
balcony in Memphis. .. .

The finger prints included 
thumb prints on the ■ rifle tfith 
which pr. King is bejieyeci to 
have seen slain, the 'Unled, ’ 
States paid. - I

Blit we man in the center ' 
of the dingy Bow Street court 
firmly declared his innocence.. 5 
He said also that he had never 
met King and bore him no 
grudge. ‘
Lawyer Takes Different Tack

However, his chief British de-' 
fense lawyer, Roger' Frisby^ 
did not attempt to challenge-, 
the American web of evidence,, 

Ipstesld, Frisby began build-’,

James" Earl - Ray V

A
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American.'

SEARCHED«___JNDEXED__-.
SERiALIZED_.^^!LEI^C---....

ague is- tag
JUN 2 31968 
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ter 
is 
the r

in 
June

■
^ensej 
ant walked

jtxixiijiiis oldest ofrail ,police I 
scwrts. He wore a ruocpted plaid3 
i sint and a blue sports-start open 
Stfhe neck. His black hair was 
fcdmbed straight back.' “-.
1" ^s jaws, which had.Jbeen 
’ busy thru the long day ehewing 
gum;-were Idckedtight. ‘Normal­
ly, witnesses stand before Brit­
ish japges. But to lessen theSisk 
of anyone trying to shoot aim, 
he was told to sit. *

From across the small room,

-^^^Wce of-his Bap^h 
stawye/ snapped sharply: 
i-W' '

The 
A-hrea

’He dhhiefl- also that he'knew 
"Kthg personally or-that-he’ here 
thfe‘American civil rights leader, 
any grudge.
7 But when: 'the -chief' clerkj! 
A., V. Mindham, writing busily 
with,his pen, put down-tee quad­
ruple denial in blhck and white 
and invited- him to indorse tee 
two pages, the witness asked 
almost in a whimper:

“But’ the trouble is, how 
should I sign it?”

:• statement Left Unsigned
The man-known to the Brit- 

ish-coifFt as Ramon, George- 
$heyd, the. name under which 
he was arrested-atl London air- 
porf-Ju® », looked across the 
room tdlis lawyersThe lawyer 
slidok hi^-head strongly.

So the statement entered the 
Court records unsigned. '

But anothej^stetement — ahd 
a', sjgiie'rtP^asakeaiiy: in! 
ittjfWffle.’ Thenhaig identi-1 
Heddy-Hie .Federal'Bure'au of

I rdad*

Later, Ray’s lawyer said: '

Stevens said he -heard,-&*$-

>court.during 

said he-saw — 
as Sneyd at his fcell 
n row police st^ion 

,' the day he was ar-
rested. , . . , -,

“I tlien .told him, T now be-
lieve you are not Sneyd, buti 
James Eah Ray, also known as

$1

room.
Theaff 
“I was 

ing on a 
heard'a s 
it came froth the' 
cause it w^s
W- 

and holler
। mofer. T*

letaboub

the eviden^dg^Way.’dr 
rifbm'thAd^^ subrni
&y thh embassy 1

J'ta b'>il!Bay wOnb-t^ 
„. -Supply ..com- 
sham, Ala f.anJ

Eric Starvo Galt and otherl 
ntoa^’ Butler said. “You arel 
wanted at present in the United 
States for serious Criminal of­
fenses. including murder in 
which a firearm was. used.’

45 ; he suddenly slumped 
down, on |he .seat behind him. 
He pht his Head in his hands 
and said, Oh, God ’
; “After a moment, dr so, he 

added, T feel so trapped.’ ”
Lawyer Denies All

As soon as London’s chief 
magistrate, Frank Milton, gave 
the accused man a chance to 
speak, he protested that Butler 
“exaggerated" And demanded 
a chance“to teU my side.”

m 'ttlit few Wei 1 fatol- fron

The next day he exchanged । c;.J'ha^; 
it for a Remington' 760 rifle, I 
serial number 461476, with a I
telescopic sight numbered 
A17350.

On April 3, according to a 
sworn statement byfeceptiohipt 
Henrietta Hagerdhster, Ray 
registered at thegnew Rebel 
Motor hotel in1 Memphis.

The next affidavit came 
from Charles' Stevens, 46, one 
of the government's key-vjit- 
negses. On the day of Kingjs 
death, Stevens was in a room­
ing house which from the roar 
faced the Memphis motel wh'^re 
King was shot.

On that day, Stevens said, be 
saw the manageress, --Bessie

^’ ^^® ^ i Brewer, 5 standingin the hah 1 “My clientdisagrees wdh I ®flSld aS ^ 
large part Of tee evidence - - 
given by Chief Superintendent 
Butler. In particular he wants 
to state most emphatically, be 
did not make the observation, 
T feel so trapped;’ nor. did he 
say,‘Oh God,’ nor did he collapse
on the seat in the manner the 
chief superintendent described.”

The United States Base was 
outlined by a British barrister, 
David Calcutt. |

- Wanted by Missouri 
He ‘said! the case is divided 

into- two|pwb: The United
States-wans Ray for escaping long and-su 
from Missairi State penitential thick,- wrapp
Aprilv23, •# after serving ""' ” ,,J’-' 
8 X a ar s. &i^v year, s$>

.That ’c

I “
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In Protective Cihiody?

4 King Slayin 
finesses
MEMPHIS (fl-Four probable 

witnesses in the slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. here 
April 4 cannot be fotind in 
Memphis—and there were in­
dentions today that they may 
be' in protective custody. City 
Police Dkector Frank Hollo- 
ipan declined to say. '

None of the four could be 
found by reporters who tried to 
contact them yesterday in 
connection with United States 
efforts to, return James Earl 
Ray — changed with the King

| slaying — from London, 
ceedings in jBritain have 
put over until Tuesday.

Room Padlocked
Among the missing

Pro- 
be&i

was
Charles Quitman Stephens, 46, jw wiiMotoi
a key witness in the case who ruini™ x lived inarooming house’from "• PW^
which police say ,a fatal rifle ^ Protective eusfafy?
shot was fired at King as he 
stood on the balcoby of the 
nearby Lorraine motel.

Neither Stephens nor his 
invalid wife, another possible 
witness, were available at the 
rooming house yesterday. Their 
former room was padlocked 
and if police knew of their 
whereabouts, they were keep­
ing it a secret. '

Seen By Witness
Also unavailable was Mrs. 

Bessie Brewer,j the former 
manager of the rooming house, 
along with her husband, Frank. 
Mr. and Mrs. James Mac­
Donald; now ' operating the 
rooming house, were asked

about the Brewersandrepjied: 
“They’ll be gone a few days,”

But Willie Anchutz, another 
rooming house resident, was 
reported on the job yesterday 
by his supervisor at a delivery 
service. Anchutz and Stephens 
both told police shortly after 
King was slain that they sought 
to use the J rooming house 
bathroom audit was occupied 
for a long ime by another 
rooming hous4 guest. ■

Both men were quoted at the 
time of the slaying as sayipg 
they saw a man run out of the 
bathroom — from which police 
say the shot was fired -which 
killed King.

W American
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fc&Case
|■■^A^tKJR VEYSEY

‘[Chief of London Boreas]
A« [CIW Hbm.FiBi S«kfl

LONDON, June 2M New 
piece- of evidence obtained 
under the judge’s own eyes will 
help Chief v Magistrate Frank 
Milton decide Tuesday whether 
a mdn arrested at London 
airport three weeks ago under 
the name of Ramon George 
Sneyd' is - really James Earl 
Ray, wanted by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation for the 
slaying of the Rev. Martin* 
Luther King.

The evidence is the man’s 
own signature at the bottom of

Yard expert after his arrest. 
He was seized trying to board a । 
plane for Brussels. I
' The magistrate, after decide 

ing on likely identity, will then 
Slave toxletermine if the United 
states’ J case is suffice nt to 
testify the man’s beinglturned 
f ver to American marsials to 
be flown to Memphis for trial 
there. c

In Bow street court Thurs­
day, the Uiiited States produced 
fingerprints, personal identifi­
cations, and other evidence 
intended to show .that Ray 
bought a rifle, sight, ammuni­
tion and binoculars * shortly 
before the slaying, stayed ov^ 
night in a Memphis motel, apd 
thei^ on the afternoon qf ,tt}e 
killing, n^ived into, a rooming 
house ’ behind the' tlrrame 
moteljWhereKing was Kvin^.

' Aim of EyMenc^ .. ,
The evidence tries to place I 

Ray in the bathroom.at the , 
time ihe fatal sKqt was firedJ 
fiom the bathroom window and 
that Ray was the map who ran 
•from the rdominghouse^ajiap^

two handwritten pages on. 
which the Clerk of Bow Street 
court set down ' the man’s 
dispute with testimony given by 
the head of Scotland Yard’s 
flying squad, Chief Superinten­
dent Ihomas Butler.

Whit name the man used to 
sign tie two pages is not yet 
known From the dock, the man 
handed the two pages to his 
London solicitor, Michael 
Euguene, who passed them on 
to the court clerk, who put 
them into a file.

“I didn’t get a chance to see 
how he signed, ’’Euguene said.

Nigel Graham Maw, attorney 
for the United States, intends to 
ask the chief magistrate for 
permission to inspect the two 
pages, before the extradition 
hearing is resumed Tuesday..

Evenfif the suspect did At 
sign “Ames 'Earl Ray,” tie 
signatule is considered impor­
tant. f|l handwriting expen^ 
have connected other signa-' 
tans to Ray/At least two.Speh 
signatures are already1 before 
•tlieroiirt here in the wch-thiek 
file _ of documents pr®^ in

■< - • S'.l J - f ^ * n JW*^ - * J^fW^Wi® #twence: ^SigfiO^ 
Memphis,1 where* the Rev. Mr. doned tlitr’^l^" sight, hiuocu7 
King was slain April 4. ' . • lars, 'and- other .things in^ap

To help determine, the sus- adjoining..doorway,, and drove 
pect’s identity, the judge also- 
has before him photographs of
Ray taken when he was a» 
convict in the Missouri state, 
penitentiary and of a man who
called himself Eric Starvo Galt 
on his. graduation from a 
bartender’S ’ s c ho ol in Lo# 
Angeles this .March : |

Fingerprints in Evidence |
There are also fingerprints of 

Ray taken by the Los Angele# 
police in 1949, of Ray as a 
Missouri convict, and of the 
man traveling as Sneyd taken 
at London airport by a Scotland ;

away in a white,^'.' , ’
The evidence--'includes,;,..an 

empty cartridg&.in ^ ata 
doned rifle, a rewfAB 
binoculars and- straps «-^ 
room 5B at the iporajlg^^ 
that fit the binocwe®^^ 

An FBI fing^&3< 
Gedrge /Bonebrake, ®L'B 
court he found Ray’s 1^M% 
print on- the^gna s WyB' 
binocular ease and hs?/ring 
finger print on the sight.''-'
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BAY JO PLEAD 
MMIL 
FOE OF D. s.
British Hearing 

Set Tomorrow
BY ARTHUR VEYSEY 

[Chief of London Bureau]
[Chicago Tribune Press Service]

i LONDON, June 30 —Defense 
1 lawyers Tuesday will seek polit­
ical. sanstuary in Britain for 
the man Identified by the Fed­
eral Bureau of Investigation as 
Janes Bari Ray, wanted for 
the slaying of the Rev. Mar­
tin Luther King. .

Treaties between Britain and 
the United States dating back to 

.1870 forbid either countiw from 
extraditing a person sot >ht for
what the treaties call 1 an of-
fense of a political .char icter.” 

The clause generally was in­
serted in extradition treaties a 
century ago when European 
monarchs and republicans were 
deadly rivals for powter in their 
own countries and when men 
in office resorted freely to the 
guillotine, the scaffold, .and 
the dbngeon to reduce threats 
to themselves:

In Treaties a Century
In the last century, British, 

judges were willing to accept 
as political refugees, under the 
extradition treaty, only those 
sought for a deed that “fur­
thered a political uprising.” 
„ Fork example, in 1891 some 
Swisslcltizens revolted, seized! 
the Ifcalarmory, and shot! 
their yay into1 the -to^i hall. I

British Denied Applal
. But their cause collapsed aid 
one Swiss! fled to England. The 
Swiss, authorities asked he be 
handed, over/.Saying -he -had 
shot and killed*Va'-inenlber of 
the! goWhineni/dtfift^ ’at-

tack «n the town hall. British 
judgej let him "'stay in Britain 
. A, ®w years latej, British 
judgej said a political offense 
could only arise in* a rivalry 

^tween two political parties, 
each of which was ’ 
impose its will on tJg'“E 
Atstakf then were some» 
anarchists who blew up® 
racks, Jailing several . 
policenfen. British handefjBp 
the anarchists. " 

' In 1955, Britain’s th 
chief justice, Lord Goddai , ex? 
amining the claims of a Polish 
seaman who mutinied against 
his communist trawler captain, 
stated that “a murder commit­
ted in the course of rebellion” 
might be considered a political 
crime. - z

Four yeans ago, the high 
courts said 1 political crime 
need not aim at replacing a 
government to gain itsdoer 
sanctuary in Britain. It was 

[’enough if the goal was merely 
; changing a government’s pol­
icies or advisers; ' f

“That is precisely, what Dr. 
King was faying to doff the 
chief defense lawyer, Roger 
Frisby, told Chief Magistrate; 
Frank Milton ‘
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ReppriKing 
'Witness' on 
Fishing Trip

MEMPHIS ®—A man called 
a key witness in the assassina­
tion of Martin Luther King i 
Jr., is on a fishing trip in a । 
resort area, the Gommercial 
Appeal reported today.

The Memphis newspaper also 
quoted “a reliable source” as 
hinting the FBI knew of the 
whereabouts of the man, 
Charl® Q. Stephens.

Memphis reporter/tried un­
successfully for2 das ^o locate 
StepMs last weeH when he 
wa sidentified as a {witness in 
theKing slaying during extra­
dition proceedings' in London 
for James Earl Ray, the man 
accused of the klling.

Stephens was quota! by a 
lawyer as saying he saw a man 
runi from a bathroom at a 
bonding house from imich po­
lice j said the fatal s»ot was
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likely with

BULLETIN
LONDON—James Earl RaV 

was ordered extradited Tues­
day to face trial in Memphis 
on a charge of killing the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
last April 4. An almost certain 
appeal would further delay 
departure from Britain.

By William H. Stoneman
Dai/wNews Foreign Service

LONDON—A ^verdict in the 
extradition hearing for Janies 
Earl Ray, the suspect in the 
assassination of the Rev. Dr.

Ray’ act, if indeed he fcid 
kill ®r. King, was a polital 
crimf that did not Ml within

the (terms of the 1911 Anglo-  American extradition treaty.

DAVID CALCUTT represent­
ing the United States, cited ju­
dicial opinions to demonstrate 
that no offense could be re-

sat listening attentively.’ He 
showed Iio trace of emotion.

FROMj TIME to timr Ray 
clasped tis h'ands in filnt of

CHICAGO DAILY NEV.’S

Martin Luther King Jr., was i 
to be delivered Tuesdaytn Bow 1

garded as a political crime if 
it could not be shown to have 
been committed “in the con- 
tex with something larger.” 
The something larger, he con­
tinued, “must be something 
that involves a challenge to 
the body politic or to its policy

Chicago, Illinois

date :

C0L: Z

Street Magistrate Court!
The judgment was Ito ' be 

handed|down by. Chief magis­
trate drank Milton after a 1-

as at pres ent established.” .
Calcutt argued that “not one 

shred of evidence” had been
produced to indicate ttat what 

Jie mljed Ray’s ’‘lonmct tjf 
assassination was in ® way

hour, IQ-minute morning ses- ass®Sed -^It- “soffethhSg 
sroittcfvoted largely to legal j Jarg^-.” , _
arguments between oipdsingc While this/'argument'3W
cottnsel.

1 Roger Frjs'oy, 
Rayls behalf,' arg^

j ceeded, Ray, who appeared -in 
etling lit .fcourt in.his usual -A^CM 

neb that Ind »open-necked “wlntfe-^t

FBI --CHICAGO
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him^ displaying what "the 1 S 
|ii®fities contend ^ the 

.'trigger finger in ‘thei laying, 
of *pr Kitig in Memph^-last'1 

- Rdy avas. manacled wU# 
British lilaincIothesman^M* 
sai&tofes right, facing'sffie

.ft WAS RAY’S second hear- 
i§f- on extradition in Bow 
SEieet court since his arrest 
on. June 8 at London airport, 
where he was waiting to board 
a- plane for Brussels with a 
Canadian passport issued to 
Saira George Sneyd.
-Ray at the first hearing last 

W^kdenied that he killed Dr. 
Stator even knew him.
.^rsons accused of political 
g^e&art not subject to ex- 
^Mrtiii under the treaty be- i 
tw^en Britain and the United i 
States;-|The United States had 

-also asked for Ray’s extradi­
tion as an ' escaped convict 
from the Missouri State Peni-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



B(Y GODFREY ANDERSON . 
LONDON J® ■- The United | 

: States government' today denied 
James Earl Ray’s contention 
that the killing of Martin 
Luther King Jr. was a political 
crime for which he could not 7 
be extradited from Britain.

“There is not a shred of evi­
dence to show that the murder 
took plac etd further the ends 
of a larger enterprise,” David 
Calcutt, a British lawyer rep­
resenting the United States, 
government, told London’s ; 
chief magistrate, Frank Milton. |

“There is nothing to show ; 
that this shouting was done to I 
further the cause of the colored _ 
p eo pl e,”'Calcutt continued. 
“There was no conspiracy. No 
other man or other body was 
involved. ,

Probably Lone Gunman
. “There have been undertones 

■ thaf this might be so, but the 
evidence „ before- this court 
points to a lone assassination­
foilprivate purposes.”

Calcutt addressed the court 
after- Bay’s British- attorney, 
Roger Frisby, told the magis­
trate that whoever killed King 
did- not do it on personal 
grounds but because he dis­
approved of the type of activity 
King was conducting. '

Frisby made his statement at 
the. second session in the Bow 
Street Magistrate’s court on 
the:United States government’s 
application for Ray’s extradi­
tion; Ray at the first hearing 
la'st week denied that helkilled 
King or even knew him.| 1

. Political Crime Exempt I 
Persons accused of political! 

crimes are not subject to ex­
traditien under the treaty be- 
tweerf Britain and the United 
States, The United, States has 
also-asked for Ray’s eAradi- 

I tion dra an escaped conytclfrom 
I the Missouri State.,pepiteii|iary, 
'but if he is returned omthat 
I charge only, the extradition 
'treaty Would*prevent his trial 
ibn^t^^mvif^er^charge. ' ' 
. -Frisbyi-gPgde<|f|l^

KOGER FRISBY 
Attorney for Ray .
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could be a political ^offense
without. any attempt 11 over­
throw the lawful govern lent of 
a country. Nor was it neiessary 
for there to be any kind of 
open insurrection or civil war, 
he Contended. .

King was Political
“Wherever there is a sub­

stantial body of persons in the 
state seeking by constitutional 
or other means to cqmpel the’ 
government or the (state to 
change its policy, yot have a 
situation where even the crime 
of murder may be motivated 
politically;” Frisby asserted.

“I have to say that the de­
ceased, man was a political

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



{johticaiy^® ^ tnifet be allied 

activities , |®Mt“^Blilieal, gotjfi
It. was.Ray’s fourth appear- gg^ 'fajEuto’e? .m' a 

ance in Bow Street court since country; 1 . ' ^ <

i in a political context. . '
.To bolster his base, he has, 

already produced’ testimony 
about the American civil rights 
movement, and King’s role id' 
it, from an American FBI agent 
and a British newspaper re­
porter avho coveredithe assassi­
nation in Memphis! .
- . Conflict in Pr^edents 
;M'|iis stage, more British 

legSl Experts agree that Milton 
wiij'/ order Ray’s extradition, 
hut :• they say that conflicting 
precedents give Frisby ample 
scope tp argue the case OU ap­
peal/' , ,
; -Over the years, British courts 
have'held thattp be entitled to 
/exemption .fori a ‘political of-

his arrest on June 8 at London Yet a 1955 ca^eignoredthis
. . . . . ... .nrincinle and refused extradi­airport, where he was waiting '^^ a group of polish gea- 

to board a plane for Brussels men who mutinied on tehigh 
with a Canadian passport is- seas and,.sailed their ship to

an English port ®e ^ 
cgded that there was no''politi­
cal group faying- to take over 
from the -communist govern­
ment in Poland, but he said] 
political offens^s-naM be con-, 
sidered in the context .of the

sued to Ramon George Sneyd.
Could File Appeal

The hearing may end today, 
but if the magistrate rules in 
favor of extradition, Ray is 
certain , to appeal to the High 
court. This would extend his 
stay in Britain for weeks at

times.

least.
The final extradition hearing 

Thursday was devoted mainly 
to testimony on behalf of the 
United States government seek-, 
ing to prove that Ray had pur­
chased a rifle with telescopic 
sights in Birmingham/ Ala., 
had seen seen in a Memphis,;

K
rooming house overlook- 
r. motel where" King was 
sl^t,.,and that finger prints 
foftrid on the abandoned gun 
were: his. ' -

Defense Ignores Evidence
David Calcutt, British lawyer 

for । the United States govern-1 
meat, outlined the. United States I 
cage, and said King’s death was 
the work of “the single hand I 
this man.” i

Frisby, in opening Ray’s, de-1 
fense, said virtually no atten­
tion to the evidence but concen­
trated on trying to put the case

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I
 A- Britisifr^uft^j^erd^^
draditiotr ' oA, Jakes.‘Earl ?kay 'tofap 
liifed Stated th-facid trial* for the miiiaer 

the Rev Mai rm link Ring, onlof 
the inost inflammatory crimes in ourmis-' 
tory. -Yet on^he same day Atty. Gen. 
Ramsey Clark urged Congress to abolish5 
.the death penalty' for all federal crimes, 
including the assassination of the" Presi­
dent.
granted’that Mr. Clark’s position does 
mt bear directly on what a court in Mem- 
siis might prescribe as punishment for 
Jurder under the state laws of Tennessee,; 
which [along with the laws of 36 otaer 1 
states] do provide for the death penaly. 
The fact remains that Mr. Clark’s plea 
is likely to have an influence beyond its 
immediate applicability, and that its tim­
ing is inexplicable. •
ffhe country is suffering from a dismay- 

iHg and mounting wave of crimes of Jo- 
l®ce. Despite the distracting efforts |of 
those who suggest that “society” is Ito 
blame, or that violence is somehow a < 
(art of the_American way of life, the reaij 
roblem is simply that our laws no. longe# 
ommand the respect of the. people. Ai 
activist” judiciary, encouraged by t^p 

apathy of the public, has brought a lop­
sided interest in the rights of the criminal 
at the expense of the rights of his victims.

The police are increasingly hampered 
by judicialcaveats, and the Supreme court 
has eVen told the 37 states allowing the 
death penalty that they are wrong in 
trying to impose it. It has held that venire- 
iien may pot be excluded from jurief in 
apital cases because of conscientious ob- 
setions to the death penalty.
Nobody knows how many lives were lest 

in rioting as a result of the assassinations 
of Mr. King and Sen. Kennedy, Too much 
already has been done to interfere w 
the enforcement of our laws. This is a 
time for caution in dismantling them any 
further. The attorney general’s solicitude 
for criminals is ill timed and may well 
aHH tn nnr problems. ' ■ ■ ■ '

r
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Order Ray

for trial
By William H. Stoneman
Daily News Foreign Service

LONDON—James Earl Ray 
Tuesday was ordered extra­
dited to the United States 
to stand trial for the April 4
assassination of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

But, Ray announced

Dr.

he
would file an appeal.

In a brief statement at_  
close of the -hearing in Bow 
Street Magistrate’s Court,

the

Chief Magistrate Frank Mil­
ton rejected the defense con­
tention that the slaying of 
the American civil rights 
leader was a political crime.

Such a finding would have 
exempted Ray, an escapee 
from a Missouri prison, from., 
extradition under terms of Jhe 
1931 Atfglo-American extradi- 

ition treaty. .
| Raw 40, who was arrested at 
a London airport June 8 trav­
eling under the name of Ra­
mon George Sneyd on a 
Canadian passport, was re-
manded to a British pi 
pending his appeal.

IN CONTRAST to his cd!

in

ipo-
sure at a hearing last week, 
Ray was nervous during Tues­
day’s l-hour-40-minute session. 
His jaw twitched and he 
sweated profusely in the close 
atmosphere of the courtroom, 
where shades were drawn to 
keep out the blazing^/un on a 
humid, sweltering, London day, 
' Milted ruled Ray -extraflita- 
ble om two counts—the King 

> slaying and his escape Arom 
the Missouri prison where , he 
was serving a term for armed 
.robbery.

■is that the man says he did not
do fit,” itessid. M last 
week’s hearing, Ray deled in 
TMwdrn -testimonythat ‘Jewa? 
drag’s assassin. I ' 
? “If Hie only evidence is that 
ia public figure, a political fig- 
iufe, a controversial figure has 
^een killed, then this is . not 
^enough,” Milton continued.

“Therefore both submissions 
failed to be accepted and the 

defendant will be committed 
to a prison to await extradi­
tion on both sides;”

Although defense counsel 
RogerFrisby argued the slay­
ing was a political crime, Mil­
ton said:

“This was the assassination 
of a man who was not in con­
trol of the govefnment of his 
country, not as far as has 
been shown by the evidence. 
It was not part of a campaign 
to get rid of the government, 
but tie act of a solitary per-
SOU. j ; \

IN HISfinal statement, Fris­
by had contended that who­
ever committed the slaying 
was acting “consciously or 
otherwise” as a represeitative 
of a large body of Arsons 
who disagreed with tie ob- 
jectivesofthe Southern’Chris- 
tianLeadership Conference 
headed by Dr. King.

Passage of the 1964 U.S. 
Civil Rights: Act was the cul­
mination-., of efforts by SOLS 
and other .bodies to compel 
the U.S^ government-to change 
its policwand, in a sense, thus 
was pqltical ^.wdrk, it Frisby 
s^- I । 

RAY, WHO looked, h|t and । 
iini, displayed no emotion 
Wien Milton announced his^ 
id|sibn4.W-he stered^t^ 
,t>e- before 4h®i, then n-.w 
his gaze slowljf®* 1^^^^^ 
magiMiate wit

Wiih a shru 
ers, fie5^-® 
races vgHfisWu

I ton '

“AU. I KNOW in this affair ]

Undep British'law, 
lYornf MptiRay's 
v take b6f»e the

Queen’s ^nchdtyiSol 
High Court of Justice.

Advising the defends 
,he could apply for le; 
for his appeal, Milton 
“Do you iant it?” ,

Rat 
mofed 
denly befajti 
* PRIOR 
Ray^.mac^; 
mept’ 
incoheren 
indicated 

■ uohr *’

“Yes, fir,” answered RaY, 
who saia he 'understood'his 
position %nd" was preparing 
,the necessary appeaT applica­
tion. ■ . ■. •

RAY IS BEING- held t^^e 
British .under charges'^?
carrying an unlicensed pistol' 
and two illegal passports, the' 
charges that brought fe fir-"' 
rest at London Airport, ifese 
charges Slave been heft i#: 
abeyancelby the British lend-; 
ing disposition of’the- extradi­
tion proceeding. ’ ' F

Ray’s nervousness reached

JtceK

.11 rot net 
repre
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