
that Ray and his brothers are'

••MEMPHIS — Shelby County 
riminal Judge W. Preston Bat-

a reluctant
Foreman, 

reputation 
personality,

client.”
who enjoys his 

as a flamboyant
tried Tuesday to ;

HINES HAS been paid jin 
estimated $30,000 in fees. Aad, 
desate speculation about tie 
astronomical fees Foreman nor­
mally commands, it is known

file will grant James Earl Ray that Ray and his 
a delay, possibly as long as far from wealthy. z 
90- days, in his trial for the i Until Tuesday’s hearing it
slaying of the Rev. Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr., observers 
speculated here Tuesday.

The postponement possibility 
erupted Sunday as Ray sur­
prisingly dropped his’attorney, 
Arthur Hanes Sr., for Texas 
attorney Percy Foreman.

{
ittle was believed inclined 
gree to the delay because 
is determined to offer las 
loopholes as; possible lor 

appeal, if it conies to that.

ALSO, the soft-spoken judge 
Monday threw open to the pub­
lic 70 courtroom seats-that had 
been roped off , for prospective 
jurors — a move that strength­
ened the delay speculations.

The switch to Foreman an­
nounced almost on the opening 
night of the trial — came as i 
Ray and his younger brothers, 
John and Jerry, finally con-; 
eluded they were too'disturbed i 
with Hane’s pre-trial perform-' 
ance to stake a life on it.

“Jimmie and Hanes just 
didn’t communicate.” Jerry 
R^ asserted “He’d (Ray ask
Hates a question and 
waildn’t answer it.”

ie

> foreman admits he’s “do ie 
no work on the Case, and cai ’t 
do any till I am part of it.”

The towering Texan has lost 
i only one man to the execution­
er in 1,000 criminal cases and 
he’s defended such personal­
ities aS Jack Ruby and 

•Candice MoSsler.
Banes says he plans to hang 

on®, his files on the Ray cake 
»1 he receives $12,000 fee 
Sa’sls owed him in legal fe®. 
HU:- ■ f

the! judge’s narrow, window! 
'lesTcourtroom, Foreman haq 
no legal standing in the easel 
Hanes was still the attorney 
of record.

However, Hanes, a , former 
Birmingham (Ala.) mayor, 
said he was ready to step 
down because “I never want

avoid the publicity spotlight.
He spent Monday prepathig ! 

the motion requesting Battle to 
acc pt him as Ray’s attorley 
and to delay the trial, and* he 
met a second time with Ray, 
whom he decided to represent 
after a four-hour session Sun­
day.

RAY’S BROTHER John said 
James Earl was “much flip- 
pier” with his new attorney 

; Hanes was not the first law­
yer dumped by Ray. in 1»9, 

' he tried to dismiss his attor- 
' ney near the end of a five-day- 

robbery trial in St. Louis.
The judge overruled his ar­

gument, but Ray dropped the 
mail'anyway and la'ter argued 
his Jwn appeal before the Mis­
souri Supreme Court, and' list. 

■ ,R® was serving that term 
I when he escaped from prison 
L in April, 1967.

rcy Foreman

James Earl Ray’s lawyer
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yesterday^ I had 
poached several times by,-;

9 IF 
more
. ■ Pr^inence of Case Cited 1

YNE TROMIS
nbune Pita Satai 

\ov. 11—Jam 
■Ray’s new lawyer, Pe ' . The judge ’ has stafed fro^ 

* n, 66, of Houston today the -^jench -and in a written 
' ari, appearance before'opinion;'that hC fet take a^ 
‘"W. Preston Battle in’steps possible to prevent aril

ched 
fern* 

the-Ku Klux Klatf 
other, organization 
Prior to-‘.my a

said today. W '

. county Criminal court., reversible error because of th 
kb interviewers - that |ie national prominence of Dm

Duther iKirig. x
j Altho -Foreman was a sur­
prise entry into the case, he 
said -today die has “taken the 
reins” and will need considera­
bly tnpe to prepare his,defense.

Question of Hanes Fee
1 “At'ta moment there is no

in and I turned dqwd 
such approaches.

King and the charges against h cannot answer qii 
x ' J i< bj|court directive, that

‘ ibis is interpreted here as|gt®t or innocence of my-
•vii|ual assurance that the trial |But isn’t it a basic pr 
pow "will go ! over: until early law; that’ a man is inno 
January, 1969. The judge sev- uctil proven guilty?’’1- ' #
eral times has said that he does Foreman spent four hours 
not want jurofs locked up over yesterday afternoon and even- 
the Christmas holidays. hag in a jail conference with 

In a brief interview in
hotellobby, (Foreman made .'a - - 
number, of statements relating । take the case .and a 
to his retention as defense lia a letter from. Ray 

q^tipn of pickjng up the files | counsel..Some of these were: •• that the latter no logger 
and, preparation- of Arthur . jfey ohly J arrangements ana actin the matter;, 
Hanes and his' sori who? were l will Ray’s two brothers, Jeiw |Han&Makes4&| 
acting, for ,Ray . until, lastjani John Ray, and Ray hi®- ‘al certainly sift
evening;”' Foreman,^ feet diw^^-Mt discussing ®|fight this thing and-1 
inches and almost 300 pounds, ^Pi.MS&S® want a reluctant ^

and

a 
of

said today.
>. “I understand there if 
question of’payment in ful

Veterans day. Earlier,, the 
ju^ge had announced, that he 
would not stall calling 1 tip

Infffling _his a]
Forgan went direr 
chad 
Shell 
was

>ers of Battle because the 
' county clerk’s -Office, 
not open because ■ of

Mr.feanes’'fees and can ex; ect ' 
no dose, cooperation from, up 
uhtujthis' iriatter is settled?’

pr ect^ve jurors, altho 
en ^had ̂  b$Qii p 

‘ cliie' io te dri 
Sas'teh

4 ’

( ‘ BW'Te 

cy Foreman

— CHICAGO

Wn
s^LIZED
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iMso peffiftig is a/recommenaa- 
feit1^^^™' 'Bradford 

dohe »o' chapter of a »w 
j^d^nal story for Ray £ a 
rational magazine, be'pited^or 
c'ahtempt. ' AH the citations 

.relafe to alleged" violations of 
the^udge’s admonitions against 
•prfrtrial;news. > >
v®igr& We indications that 
■Jbj‘judge may attempt j to 
(ii®ose of some of these 
platers at this time, even tip a 
ja^S .date'for trial may be pet 
for net yeah *

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



W YORK (UPI) —

ware Of A Plat, Ray Is Quoted
— James before Dr. King’s assassination

Earl Ray, accused of 
assassinating Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., has admitted 
that he believes he became 
“involved in some sort of plot 
to kill King” as early as eight 
months prior to the murder, it 
was reported Monday.

But Ray is quoted in the sec­
ond of a series of articles in

before King’s a;
“tl at the plot included murder 
or that it was aimed in aly 
we 7 -aft Dr. King.” One of fas 
assignments was to smuggle a 
tire — which apparently cdh- 
taiied some sort of contraband 
-icross the Texas-Mexican 
bonier at Nuevo Laredo.

Look magazine as claiming he 
was duped into the conspiracy ; 
and “nobody told me anything j 
about any planned murder of j 
King or anyone else.” ;

The series is by author 
William Bradford Huie who
corresponded with Ray at the 
Memphis jail w h e re Ray 
awaits trial. Huie states that 
he cannot reveal all he has
learned until Ray has bean 
tried but he believes Dr. Kii g 
w< s the secondary, not tie 
pr mary, target of the plotter i.

! ‘The primary target was the 
United States,” Huie wrote.

“Dr. King was to be mur­
dered. for effect. His murder 
was planned, not by impulsive j 
men who hated him personally, | 
though they probably did hate j 
him, but by calculating men i 
who wanted to use his murder | 
to trigger violent conflict be- i 
tween white and Negro citi- ■ 
zens.”

According to information 
given Huie by Ray, the 
escAed convict was recruited 
in Canada by a man identified 
onlyj as Raoul for some ‘pc- 
tiW^ofTAug. 18, 1967, ei|ht 
months prior to the April’4, 
1968, assassination. His first 
assignment was to smuggle 
three packages by car from 
Windsor, Ontario, to Detroit.

Frim then on, Huie wroft, 
Ray rmoved as directed by tile 

i plotters,” although he did n|t 
i know as late as two weefs

CHKAG-i SIT' TUTJ 

CH1CA'

^GE;/^ fM:/

T'd’p STAD FINAL
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 6 FRIEND i 
WstOBr 
EHSE OFFER1

^ Atty:1 F. Lee Bailey re­
used to defend the accused 
^assin otthe Rev. Martin 

^Uuther King Jr. because of 
>vhiS‘friendShip with the slain 
' leader.

In a speech to the Gary 
Women’s club, Bailey said 

’ he had turned down an of- 
' ,fer to defend James Earl 

Ray because lawyers try to 
avoid situations in which 
they have connections with 
any of those involved.

Bailey pointed out fhatf 
his refusal was not based on 
any! personal feelings don- 
ceraing Ray, and noted |at, 
he ^lt most persons could “ 

*be mended successfully.
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I 'w* • IMA I *t tljat Ray made in jail in;1 Fl^kl » Memphis and sent to Huie<&ruI I I iVlurCH W Han®. Huie had cont'raae®W Withbay to buy the W^
' Ray’s life story. He has dafiMe

IM e w La wye r Gets15 S. s a read Ray’s notes and /af^ 
having investigated information 
Ray gave him, that Kirijgjs 
slaying had-been ordered by. a’ 
group of men who wanted io 
create -dissension betWe^wb 
whites and Negroes" in the

Time for Study
BY ARTHUR W. EVERETT

MEMPHIS' LB—James Earl Ray’s first-degree murder tlial 
ins the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was pjst- 
pcried today until March 3. The state objected to the de^y,

CHICAGO AMERICAN

aiusing the defendant of “trifling with the court,” 
Criminal Court Judge W. I It was learned that a ma^r

Preston Battle granted the con- i ^r^ ®e split between RfjA

United States. - -
The article hints Ray con­

tended that a »blond 1Cte 
named Raoul had recruited 
Ray into the plot to kilk Ki^

CHICAGO,ILLINOIS

tinuance to give Ray’s new 
lawyer, Percy Foreman, time 
to familiarize himself with the 
case.

Article in iMagazine 1 
The tall Texas attorney Sun­

day night replaced Arthur- 
Hanes, former mayor of Bir­
mingham, Ala., as defense 
counsel.

anrf Hanes was the in^istenie 
of me lawyer that the case «e 
-opened today as scheduled. *

Hanes told the court: “The 
defense was ready to go io court 
today.”
< Charge Subterfuge

Hanes, who had charged in an 
interview before court opated, 
that the switch was a suber-

PAGE COL:

EDITION: GREEN STREAK

(smuggtedAsome. "small ,pa< 
1 ages” in® 'the' "United Sta 
from Canada, he went

EDITOR: LLOYD WENDT

fuge to gain a delay, was (di­
rected by the judge to put»ip

„ , x „ a $1,000 bond oh a contempt The drama of Ray’s action, of ^ ^ .
m switchmg attorney* at the Battle, who wUl preside at 
11th hour was heightened by a ^.^ said Hories violated 
Look magazine article pub- ^ j^,. against pre-trial state- 
lished today quoting Ray as ments about the case. , - 
having said that “I Suppose I Hanes refused .^ 
became involved in sane sort- over h]s files on thecase-' 
of xolotto kill King” in August | to Ray <or Foreman.
of*967. But.tie,.iB4ic«M^at| f f t^2’ 
di I " js wi« itt ins ^t1 ♦ »W,

.-"‘nBifrl’ ild mi <inw|in! Tf 1

^" Birmmghim'in^ikii'i ii.?$h 
await furthei. instructions frym 
Raoul and to Kuy a car. (

“I suppo® bbecame im 
in somesoi-'abplotto^kM 
when I-first tool? &s^® 
ages^X’"  ̂

from Canada,!’

^CHICAGO OFFICE

Battle, who will preside at SEARCHED.

SERIALIZED.
U«B-/

N0V13 1968
FBI —CHICAGO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



?But .nobody told me anything 
aboit am plantomuido Kmj 

.or feybody else ” 4
j du* in \oumbei l'«>7 lay 

he a<h summoned to lew 
iJrlo.iiH !■_, Raoul *

■ "Raoul just wanted a report 
on what I had been doing,” Ray 

iwas«iuoted as having said. He 
said we had one more job to do

sye’d do it in about 2 or 3 
&fhs. Then we’d be finished, 
and, for sure, he’d give me 

; complete travel papers । and 
$12,000 and help me go any- 

i where in the world I wanted to 
l go. He wanted me to be 
I careful, not get in any trouble, 
I and he’d keep jn touch. When I 
asked him what the next job 
was, he said not to worry about 
it and not to ask questions.

I Then he gave me 
$2,800, all in $20 bills.

Huie said further infoi 
that he had' gotten fro

mother

ation
Ray

which had a bearing bn the 
assassination could not be 
revealed until after the trial. 
But the author said that this 
concealed information had led 
him to conclude:

handwritten letter, asking
.... , , ... , Hanes be replaced by Foreman?
Attorneys have been paid to, „ ®“KING WAS TO be murdered 1 date approximately $30,000, and! He arose wlth t*16. letter “ bpnd 

for effect. His murder was an additional $12,000 is required i as Judge Battle asked mm, 
planned, not by impulsive men before they will release their । “Did you send that letter?*’ । 
who hated him personally, tho statements, interviews, deposi-f 

' ' ‘ ‘ tions and the results of their |they probably did hate him-but 
by circulating men who waited 
to use his murder_to tr|ger|- “Defendant’s family and 
violent conflicts between white ^eil^s hope to be able to raise 
and Aegro citizens. ’ thls money’ but Presently have 

6 no resources with which to
“HE WAS to be murdered i obtain it.”

during the election year of 1968.: S,anv ’ retained originally 
I with his son, Arthur Jr., told 
newsmen he and Ray disagreed 
on a delay. Hanes said the case 
ought to be tried now, but My 
waited a delay. f

lines said there was bo 
disagreement over money, le- 

I plying to remarks by Ray’s 
brothers, John and Jerry Ray.

“This is some scheme by the 
brothers,” Hanes said at that 
time, > .

“SINCE HE was to be 
murdered for maximum bloody 
effect, he was to be murdered, 

I not while he was living quietly 
at his home in Atlanta, but at 

i some dramatic moment, at 
i some dramatic place where 
controversy was raging.

By March 15, 1968, -the 
plotters clearly had been aim­
ing at murdering him at some 
point where he was forming or 

''leading the poor peoples march.

‘’PREFERABLY, he wasito 
be murdered in Birmingham^ 
Montgomery or Selma, 
lh|e cities were

*r as an. advocated
ge. _ , 
was. no n

>rai

min derer or murderers to be 
murdered to prevent a trial fir 
trails—because a trial or .trial, 
coBld yield extra dividends 
h*ed and violence. Therefor|, 
.n this plot. Dr. King was the 
secondary, not the primary, 
target. The primary target was 
the United States of America."

Explains Change
Foreman's motion for a delav 

in the trial said, quoting Ray, 
“a serious disagreement with
reference to his defense 
arisen between him and 
said attorneys, noth as

has'
his; >
to

strategy and policy.”
Thfe motion said Ray had 

been unable to adjust his think­
ing to Hanes.

“Defendant . . . says that he 
cannot cooperate with his said 
attorneys and desires to engage 
and employ other counsel,” 
Foreman’s motion continued.

ay!Foreman’s motion said #,UJ , „ ., , • . ■ 
w|s without funds except what i “^ handcuffs or other devices 
- *’ - ... J.-. . He appealed to heed a haircutlhad been received from Huie 
for the magazine article. I
' Need $12,000 More

investigation,” the motion said.

a What for, I don’t know He 
,sldJh ‘ *
copperate or even 
si*e he took • the7c§.se-^oon 
after Ray’s arrest' in ’ London’
June 8.

not ruB/thetcj

“They toe been working wte ^j 
against us 1 ^

HAes last talked w ith Ratlin #5,last talked w ith Ra

B
 “State,Is Re 
s been’hcreifo 
er and It appears 
he’s tufling witli thef 

Dwyer declared. *’ ' '.
“, . . The state of1,Tei 

is ready, for trial. .A\e 
something like. 90 ,wit 
alerted nationally- and'i'i 
ous parts of the world to 
|||j||||||^^

Vi, -^iii nres ,uc 
that at the last m’onjei 
defendant might noV-co 
an® say.L “I don't*war 
gentlem^n, lia-̂  
nodfied ' at Foreman? • 
colorful 6-feet-4 ert-m,

1ik til coll here lad Medics-'

‘ Apen I saw old Ray Ijst 
Wednesday." he said. "I knew 
something was up He was so 
relaxed, not even inteiested in 
talking about the trial "

Foreman and the two Ray 
brothers visited the accused 
man Sunday and spent four 
hours with him.

Needs a Haircut
The 40-yphr-old Ray, dressed 

in a blue pin-stripe'suit, was
taken from his third-floor 1 
quarters with its metal sM 
winnows to the -second fl 
courtroom. This was his J
journey out of his limited^ lawyer, 
confines since Sept. 30, when he 
appeared in the same court­
room.

He was unfettered in any way

Ray w® shown a copy" of hi:

“Yes sir,” he answered.

}
Q.—You said you wanted .to 
ruinate the services of Kir. 
anes? A.—Yes, sir. _ 
Q.—Ycu said sou wished to 

hire other counsel’ A —Yes sir.
Follows Hearing Closely |

Ray then resumed his seajto 
follow intently the ensiling 
arguments over the trial post­
ponement.

Speaking for the stated 
Robert K. Dwyer. 45. a peppery 
gray-haired 1 assistant district, 
attorney general poinftd out 
t haRtay -w i u I wlenrtt 
ttat Ray was captured lune 
nl London, as a climax by - 
fiord FRT manhunt \ ,

'wyerl said Hane’ had 
to R^y’s defense attorney 
“ Ijune i3, ,,,^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Ins a Delay
. MEMPHIS LP—With one big 

i accomplished — delay of 
trial —James Earl Ray’s 
^lawyer', turned today to 

a ., defense for the 
accused of assassinating 

the'Re'v. Martin Luther King 
Jr- ,
'Percy Foreman, famed Texas 

criminal lawyer who took the 
case Sunday, went into court 
yesterday, the day Ray’s trial 

swas to begin, and got a delay 
luntil March 3. |
| Judge ’ W. Preston Baltic 
granted the postponement and 
agreed to enter Foreman as 
Ray’s attorney of record to re­
place former Birmingham, Ala., 
Mayor Arthur J. Hanes, who 
was fired abruptly the same 
night Foreman was hired, i

Foreman said he planned to 
stay on here, for a few days to 
confer with local bar associa­
tion leaders to get help in se­
curing a Tennessee lawyer as 
associate counsel.

In a letter in which Ray de­
clared his intention to fire 
Hanes and retain Foreman/ 
Ray had said he had “decided 
to engage a Tennessee attor­
ney.” Hanes had been assisted 
by his son, also of Birmingham.

Hanes told newsmen after 
the court proceeding that-Ray 
was hopeful of. doing better if 
his trial was postponed fntil 
after the new Republican J ad- 
mipistiation takes office] in 
January. He said he didlnot 
kriow on what Ray based this 

f belief. ' •, '
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The’ ^MEMPHIS (UPI)
trialiof Janies Earl Ray on 

' charges of murdering Dr. Mar­
tin- Luther King Jr. was

I postponed Tuesday until March 
3. Ray formally hired Texas

i lawyer Percy Foreman to de- 
r fend him.
; Art Hanes, sacked by Ray in 

favor of Foreman, told repor­
ters the switch “whs a -delay­
ing tactic, pure and simple. I 
v#s prepared to go to trial jsut 
nlr chentwanted a delay.” I 
•Jay’s trial for the April 4 

slaying of the civil rig*ts 
leader was to have begun 
Tuesday, but Criminal Court 
Judge W. Preston Battle said
he had no 
it.

“It’s an

choice but to delay

awful thing to have
to continue a case at this 
time,” said the-judge, “but the 
defendant’s right to counsel -of 
his own choice is guaraneed 
|y the Constftution^bf the State 
of Tennessee.” J

,| | Battle set the March 3 dati, 
i apparently a tentative ons, 
i when Foreman and prosecut- 
। ing,attorneys failed to agree 
among themselves on a new 

I starting time. It gives 
Foreman 111 days to prepare 
his case, and the famed trial 
lawyer from Texas indicated 
he didn't think if would be 
enough. -

What was to have been Ray’s 
taal began about 15 minujes 
late. The defendant was lest in 

deputies. J
fce was neatly dressed m a 

dark suit with faint pin stripes, 
accentuating his prison pallor. 
Battle ordered that Ray be 
given a copy of a letter that 
Ray issued from his steel- 

' plated cell in the county jail 
I Sunday, announcing the lawyer 
' switch.

T TT IP
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ingham ^Ala.) mayor 
now out as Ray’s atto

the Rev. Dr. Martin 
j Kin®r. jn Memphis.

1 H/kNES, a former

co

at the aCr 
wanted toAssassin 

fe the trial while he was

to March 3 found, guilty of 
court, for pre-tri 
and ordered 
post a $1-, 
wg

^y Jerry Lipson
Staff Writer

- MEMPHIS — The trial of 
; James Earl Ray was postpon­

ed Tuesday until March 3.
Despite sharp , compfeints

froj
Jai
gr;

i prosecuting attor leys, i, 
® W. Preston Battle 
feed a continuance request

Ray is charged with the , “When I saw old Ray last 
assassination last April 4, jot'wgdnesday> 1 knew something 

* lulller UP’” Hanes added, ‘fie
p wls so relaxed, not even In­

terested in talking about |ie 
tnal.” C ■

, HANES, IS 'NOT the first 
i lawyer dumped by Ray, tho 
lika to take an active part in 
his own trials. .

In 1959, Ray tried to dismiss 
his attorney near the end of a 
five-day robbery trial in St. 
Louis. The judge overruled him 
but Ray dropped the man 
anyway and later argued his . 
own appeal before the Missouri., 
Supreme Court. He lost. 1

Ray was serving a prison 
term on that conviction when | 
he escaped from jail.in April,. 
1967. '

Ray will remain in his third-, 
floor cell in the Shelby County 
(Tennessee) Courthouse, Idi- 
rectly ab|ve Judge Baw’s 
courtroom^ until the trial pe­

I gins.

to proceed.
The continuance motion

drawn up by Percy Foreman, presented by Foreman touted
ly ’ s new attorney, and sigijecT °n fl® friction 
........... ■ and Hanes.

between : lay
Ray himself.

disagreement 
to (Ray’s)

, serious 
reference

^Foreman, who replaced ir- 
tlfur Hanes Sr. as Ray’s attbr- ^ .
ney in a sudden switch Sunday defense has arisen. .. .both as 
night, must let the court know to strategy and policy,’ the 
by Dec. 12 if he wiU be ready motion said.
for the March trial. FO

Hanes said the change in j nee^ 
lawyers was a “subterfuge”1 
designed to postpone the trial. 
He accused Ray’s brothers of

said time as 
not only to acquaint

“scheming” and “working 
against us.”

case but ko­
to pay Hanes some 

tfees.
has indicated he will

CHICAGO DAILY NEWS

turn over the files on the■ . wsuua over me nies on tne
TENNESSEE Asst. Atty, until the moneyhasbeen 

Gen. Robert K. Dwyer sharply paid He aiready has received

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

opposed the postponement. He an estimated $30,000 in fees,
said Ray was “trifling with the chiefly through the sale of
court , 1

Foreman, a tall, courtly Ttx- r 
.an, argued that Jie needs time i. 
td interview witnesses and pre-1

magazine rights to Ray’s 
story. . .

In his Tuesday interview 
.. with reporters, however,
“s case; . Hanes said there is no dispute ।

Judge Battle tto granted ov» 
tHg'CSntlnuance, and approved; 1. . J *

j IS some scheme by tiethe switch in Ray’s defense । - ~ ... J i
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CHICAGO OFFICE, i . brotiers,” he said. “What for.
After a recess I of -j don’t know.” .counsel.

aqput an hour, the judge ^et» • - - He said Ray’s brothers, John 
March 3 as the new trial । and Jerry, had not talked to 
date. . him since he took the case

Ray, dressed in a pinstriped,soon after Ray’s arrest in Lon- 
blue suit, was in t^e courtroom I donjJune 8. $

“' hey could not run the ease
witl me as lawyer,

tel

during, lie proceefings. , ;
_ ^ i. . "AM “1V w,° ICWTJfd,. JlfilCb

4 s^.»^Jf behind thejat- sajJ “They have been wording
■i|ys’ table and^spoke Inly against us.”

Hines
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By terry Lipson | 
Stair Writer I

MEMPHIS — Texas criminal 
lawyer Percy Foreman rolled 
up his Size 38 sleeves Wednes­
day and set out doing what he 
loves and does best — saving 
accused murders from the 
executioner.

This time, his client is 
boyish-looking James Earl 
Ray, tracked down in London 
and charged with the April 4 
slaying of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. in a downtown 
motel here.

foreman, who took over lie 
cate formally from Arthur 
Hales Sr. at a short hearing 
Tuesday, has until March 3 to 
prepare a defense.

A high priority item was 
making copies of all the state­
ments and depositions . from 
witnesses and police in ihe 
haids of Shelby County Atty. 
Geo. Phil M. Canale. |

CRIMINAL COURTS Jufge 
W. Treston Battle, in granting 
Foreman’s request for a long 
delay, ordered Canale — and 
Hanes — to provide the in­
formation, even as flip prose- 
cutor volunteered to do
so.

i A. key document Foreman ex­
pects to obtain is a list of 368 
potential prosecution witnesses 
from all over the U.S., as well 
as. Canada, Mexico, England 

! and Portugal, compiled xby 
, Cana'l^ |
' .<11? FOREMAN has his’ way, 
!EtliisAw-spoken son of a <bn-

sheriff will inter- wjie.re King* was 
L o^e of those. • .

witoesses before the trial Ms
dil to open in 111 days. I whfre it all started,” he.4id

fl would be derelict in m 
di|y if I didn’t at least try,” ne 
said in a mild foghorn roll 
reminiscent of Sen. EVerett M. 
Dwksen. ' £

Tn pressing for. the fork 
delay, Foreman told Judi 
Battle the prosecution has 
only subperfead about 100 
witnesses so far. and that 
“those the prosecution chooses 
not to use are frequently the 
very ones the defense should 
interview.”

Unlike many lawyers,! 
Foreman dispenses with 
private investigators, prefer­
ring to do his own questioning 
and, at tile same time, per­
sonally sizing up the prospec- 
tiiS witness. . 1

‘Pt isn’t whafs on paper.jOf 
tert they’ll say what they tHnk i 
yori want to hear,” said the 
bear-sized attorney with the 
razor-fine mind.

Foreman has been pictured 
as a slick strategist with ^ 
knack for 'tripping-up unwary 
prosecutors and playing on the ' 
emotions of sensitive 
juries. - ■ . ;

Efet, Foreman insists his for- 
_muA for success — he,’s tost 
. onij one client to the electric” 
I chair in more than 1,000 mur-' 
1 der cases — is much simpler: 

miles of determined legwork.
The. new theatre-style seats

in Battle’s courtroom 
basely cool; after Tin 
heiing when Forema 
pwling the shabby qr 
soifh of downtown 1S

were
d*y>

■"7
Pit1!:

THINK I ought to’ see

as the viewed the -Lorrajie 
Motel and the flophouse film 
which the fatal bullet allegedly 
was fired through .the' dusky 
twilight.

The second-floor room Dr. 
King occupied that day has 
been converted into a shrine, 
and visitors are asked to

I
onate $1 as they 
le threshold.
“I’d like to 
oreman said as 

about the room.’

step across

give 110,” 
he glanced

It’s contents included'; the 
robe' in which the .civil rig®s- 
leader was wrapped as^ie 
sped to t® hospital, and ®e 
plate from which he ate las . 
last meal.

understand 'tig CHICAGO DAILY ME'
reference, ’ ’ Foreman, s a 
softiji when the plate w 
point^S out, “aij^I tripw 
I’m about to represent Jud 
Iscariot.”
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ost ^between Foreman 
Elaneses. The elder Ha 
three times in coukt th

w , ___ . Bat­
hed "to these ^conditions 
hearing today, i

withdraw.”
Judge Battle ruled on 
Oil®, lii si' granting

r.-PextMarch 
county Criminal 

ess. the dateOs et-

‘wished to reiterafeWFde^eV

judge accepted i Percy 
an, 66, veteran] of a 

thousand other murdet| cases 
as^Ray’s new attorney. In so 

‘doing, he ignored strong de- 
mands from prosecuting at­
torney’s for a “swift, early, 
and'fair trial.”

Foreman Files Petition
The hearing also brought into 

the oppn some details of squab­
bles, over funds between Ray 
and'the lawyers, who were rep­
resenting him until today’s 
hearing They were Arthur 
Hanes,former Federal Bureau 
of Invotigation agent and for­
mer Birmingham, Ala., mayor, 
and his son, Arthur Jr., 24.

In his first act as counsel, 
Foreman tiled a petition re­
questing a ‘continuance from 
the trial date set for this morn­
ing. In it he said, “R* is 
wholly without money eacept 
such as made available from a 
professional writer, and has 
paid to dat|e to his aforesaid at­
torneys [the Haneses] approxi­
mately $30,000 and an additional 
$12,000 is required before they 
will release their statements, 
interviews, depositions, and the 
resjults.of their investigation ex­
tending over' months.”

Foreman told the court that । 
R.ay’s .relatives and friends I 
hope-tt> raise, that moneys but! 
“presAtly have no resofrees 
■from ^hich to obtain it.”! j

No Love Lost | 
part of his arguinent 

If of the motion, Fore-

5ne?at' l^llth'iBi 
„„ini^\'and«;the'-5 
4®>'farf'as I kne^'w

greenJlightiqr-toaay.- BHF# 
^■1 no question, that ^n,^#^ 

3said I amount -of money, Otirne;- sand 
it hel effort has been put ja. .. .fk

“I call attention, however,’ 
that'the defendant must' Use 

wee due diligence in finding eoiin- 
EMJB] sei . Rights of the courtcannqt 

rtlease from the case, jnder be imposed upon to deprive^thie 
certain conditions, next accept-1 court of its powers of justicq. 
ing Foreman, and finally ruling, Defendant is granted eto •

° ’ . . ■ , I dinarv rehef with this continu-on arguments between state;" * but ^ tiourt CaA
and defense for a new trial expected to examine mistirit- 
date. f -------- ---------—

County Atty. Phil W. Canale (caly any further attempt to 
and his chief assistant, Robert Mage counsel.”. 1 
K. [Bussiel . Dwyer, argued jHanes was directed by the
against any continuance, recall- judge to tutn over to Foreman 
ing that defense attorneys had he complete records anWiles
been working for Ray since _
'early । une and that prior to IDefense. Altho relieved as 
the hearing today the |der 'counsel of record, Hanes 'W 

(ordered to abide by the if" 
jags established by the^^c

Hanes 
ready

had reported h 
or trial

Cites English Law
In response, Foreman deela’’- Cause 

ed that ini many parts of the ounfl
world “the state says who will 
represent a defendant, but 
English common law empha­
sizes the constitutional rights 
of a man to' select his own 
attorney.”

Foreman cited a series of

position was em 
he told Foreman, “I’m 
(his case for tu.il on Marc 

federal and state cases' in but I feel you will know a 
which decisions were upset be- deal more about 
cause judges had forced defend- Items in 30-days, 'a 
ants to trial. Then he. sqjd: 

“Tfts yuan is not atlilerty;
he’s ft jail. He’s inconvaienc- 
ing jply; your very courteous 
JaileBj# police., Ihereis.no 
public danger. Therd may be 
a'Jittie' more expense, but jus- 
,tice has nd pr® tag,/and we. 
ate here to administer Jisti^ 
I do not linow Tfennessqejirei 
cedure, hut I have no doubt oL 
the justice and wisdom. of,the 

I court.” >
CaQs It Late

E
ie complete records andW 
hich he had prepared W w

and also wap 
cause he had etfflier^ 
found guilty of ■contem^.j’to 
post a $1,000 security ’ “
fore leaving Shelly

May Seek New 
The ambiguity oHh
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you to let the,c 
you are ‘getting 
end of that period.

Foreman a^ured 
that he would do. 
phaM/cd that 
continuance, the
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Bailey. Rejected. Ray Trial Offer
' #EB ATTORNEY F. LEE BAILEY revealed in a spe|h 

belfcfe'the Gary Women’s Club that he had been asked shortly 
a® .the capture of James Earl Ray to undertake his defeije. 
R^ is accused of assassinating Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’

Bailey said that he refused the offer. “It was nothing against
Ray but I happened to be pretty friendly with Dr. King and

ordinarly lawyers try to stay out of situations 
where they have any personal connection with 
any of the participants, whether it be the de­
fendant or the victim.”

Bailey said he was asked to defend Ray about 
_the same time that Arthur J. Hanes, former 
mayor of Birmingham, Ala., was asked to rep­
resent Ray. Ray has now engaged a new! 
attorney, Pes^fegman of Houston. f

Asked if he thought Ray could be successfully 
defended, Bailey replied, “Oh, certainly.. Ki- 
most anybody is defensible.” '
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BysJerry Lipson ' { 
Staff Writer

.MEMPHIS — Alabama 
author William Bradford Huie 
may he brought into the mur­
der trial of James Earl Ray.

it was learned Wednesday 
that fiuie and1 a 10,000-w o nd 
manuscript Ray prepared fir 
Huielmay be subpenaed. Tne 
manuscript formed the basis 
for Huie’s articles in Look 
magazine. •

Ray is accused of the April 4 
assassination of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. in a 
downtown motel here.

Ri two magazine articles,' 
Huie strongly indicates that 
Ray was involved in a con­
spiracy to slay the civil rights 
leader.

The state contends Ray 
acted alone.

WHEN ASKED if Huie and 
the manuscript might be sub­
penaed, Shelby County Atty. 
Gen. Phil Canale said: “Some­
thing. like that Is always uife 
consideration.”

In his article this week, Huie 
said he had information about 
the case that he would not 
publish until the trial was over.

Ray’s new defense attorney, 
Percy Foreman, said he would 
not try to bring Huie and the 
manuscript into the trial.

“I couldn’t offer it. It would- knack for tripping up unwary 
be self-serving,”, the Texas at- prosecutors'and playing on the 
torney said of the manuscript einotions of • sensitive 
Ray^prepared for Huie. . juries. x /

Foreman, who took over the Birt, Foreman insists his Tor-
case formally from Arthur 
Hanes Sr.-at a short hearing 
Tuesdg^Jigs until March 3 to 
prepare'a defense. ,JJ- it 
. A'kej document IJorgman ex- 

Ifects&cj^iffaig lis/a^’tjyffi

can
IpotStiai pfoseputfon witnesses .
fro all over the U.S.,.as jwell I 9uSfe^2»®s
as anada, Mexico, Enaand where ^ ^1 started,” he said 
and Portugal, compiled! byas he viewed. the Lorraine 
Canale' Motel and the flophouse from
j ’ Tich the fatal bullet allefedly

IH FOREMAN has his bay, Is fired through the dusky 
this islow-spoken son of aifron- twilight. |
tier| Texas sheriff will jnter- 
view every one of , those 
witnesses before the Wal
due to cpen in 111 days. I

“I wluld be derelict in any
duty if? didn’t at least try,’Tie 
said in a mild foghorn roll 
reminiscent of Sen. Everett M. 
Dirksen.

In pressing for the long 
delay. Foreman told Judge 
Battle the prosecution has 
only subpenaed about 100 
witnesses so far and that 
“those the prosecution chooses 
not to use are frequently the 
very ones the defense should 
interview.”

Unlike many lawyers, 
Foreman dispenses w i th 
private investigators, prefer­
ring to do his owS=^sSKining 
sdj at the same time, per­
sonally sizing up the prospec­
tive witness.

“It isn’t what’s on paper. Of 
ten they’ll say what they think 
you'want to hear,” said the 
bear-sized attorney with the 
razor-fine mind.

Foreman has been pictured 
as a slick strategist with, a
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w!t .get legal aide

Jpiy’s attorney hits
Memphis trial snag

ByJeftyLipson
Staff Writer .

MEMPHIS—Percy Foreman, 
James Earl Ray’s Texas at­
torney, said he has been un­
able to' fin'd an acceptable local 
lawyer to assist in the defense 
of the accused killer of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

“I’m having difficulty get­
ting an attorney I want fe- 
cau& the-outstanding attorneys 
of me community have dis­
qualified themselves,” Fose- 
mamsaid.

I Foreman said he talked to 
four lawyers who are members 
of a special seven-man com­
mittee set by Criminal Court 
Judge W. Preston Battle-; t o 
keep an eye on news coverage 
of the trial.

HE REFUSED to name the 
attorneys he talked to and de­
clined to speculate on whether 
he might seek a change of ven­
ue for the trial.

However, if Foreman can 
show he, has been unable to 
obtain a local lawyer of his 
choice because the best ones

have been active in the , case, 
it could be grounds for moving 
the trial.

Foreman also revealed, that 
he has been unable to find a 
key prosecution witness, 
Charles Q. Stevens.

Stevens allegedly identified 
Ray as the man he saw,emerge 
from a flophouse bathroom 
from which police believe the1 
Ihot was fired that killed J3r.

ung. I
“I understand he’s guamed 

round the clock- by six Jity 
policeman,” said Foreman.
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JnjSe Raised 
lay's Ex-Lawyer

and that about a month ago heFA new, vomctimes special] and that apour a m-w «6 “

» attar- this was ,^. Hanes,’ the dismissed attor- 
’nev 'for James Earl Ray, 
contends that it was,‘'j11^:^ 
possible” that he had been 
picked as Ray’s attorney only 
to underscore the racial aspect 
of 1 he assassination of the Kev. 
Martin Luther King Jr- an“ 
that he had never been ex­
pected-to be the actual trial

HUS wao awj ~ . r ,
attorney said he had mentioned 
this possibility to the scheduled 
trial judge, W. Preston Battle, = 
and to the prosecutor, P. M- 
Canale, the Shelby county at­
torney general.

Cites Racial Aspects
“But RayUidn’t say anything 

and Artie and I had to proceed 
w the assumption that we.were; 
^oing to trial and so w put 
together just a great dr 
tor Ray, including a 
bombshells,” Hanes said ,

The suggestion that Hailes, 
was retained with an intention 
of underscoring the racial 

^snomu aspects of King’s murder J 
arrested.' Hanes contended, aros® ^"“l 

combination of circumstances.
„,„.B------- Hanes was elected mayor of

The lawyer offered his oh; Birmingham six years ago to a
• an interview racist platform after joining 

“steruay in xuiwuisu-— forces with Alabama s art 
' He said he still could hardly segregationist, Eugene IB 1H 
credit the brusque manner-in Connor, then the Birmrngnam 
which he and his son, Arthur J. police commissioner 
Hanes Jr were dismissed from. Three years ago, K

Restating , that he had been m™s 1S a former agent fit 

■ Huies said that for -months 
he AdLbeen. aware pf many _ .

w» Xl«-«»’

lawyer.
Hanes has received wide 

publicity for defending three 
Ku faux Klansmen m a civil
rigtiscase.

■ Hines said it was also 
posable that Ray had been 
told, even before King was 
murdered, that “he should 
contact me” if he was

Brings Suit, Gets Note

servations in 
yesterday in Birmingham.

jail in

pnse 
few

three years ago, Hanes was

t

lomguujeij m.—- ^fef 
Hanes is a former agent lot 
ie Federal Bureau.of Inve^i- 
kion and a o*,®*? 
foploye of aie ^WJi-
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he was never in trouble bcfon 
aboiK that. It helps."

:.sta
A>

le jury to think he is
He has got

Pkts^mi:1 . • 'You h«v to pick'; our'Mini
They say in Texasthat if .1 tmok k ©no who i> going to make a poor 

^red-handed and signs a full'confession, his , uh In ne is with somebody who has an open, ti 
K®^naji. -This extraordinary man has taken over as ; “It is good to wind u 
i^/awy® for James Earl Ray, the escaped convict jeavieh Tiring lus mother 
^ of lulling Dr. Martin Luther King, the Negro leader. 11

J^cremsin shamelessly uses charm, folksiness, toughness. 
■s,ahd audacity in front of a jury. He has instant quotation 

i;the Bible, Shakespeare, and early American history to 
shit every occasioa — and a fine drawling bass in which to 
lender them.
• The mixta- e works so well that in 1,000 murder cases only 

(Sie man has gone to the electric chair — “And that was 
l^cause I was too ill to fight the case properly." No more Ilan 
$ s|rved any time in jail. f
I W four dramatic days he represented Jack Ruhyjthe 
mag who killed President Kennedy’s assassin Lee Oswald. " 
1 - "fam," said Foreman expansively; “the Billy Graham of 
tlic legal profession.”

He swung his frame on to the hotel bed, unbuttoned his 
waistcoat, and cradled a Scotch mi his ample stomach.

Suddenly he remembered he must send an angry letter to 
J. Edgar Hoover of the FBI. He was protesting because when 
lie visited the scene of the crime — as he does in every case — 
anrFBI man stopped him looking thru the bathroom window of 
He house where Ray is alleged to have fired the fatal shot.

GM J. Edgar out of bed at 4 a. m.
“ 5. “Once got Old J. Edgar out of bed at 4 in the morning.” 
Foreman said with a chuckle- “Going to t^e top is the only way 
to get any action,” Z- s >£
: Then he went back to! expounding his unique theory and 

practice of jurisprudence. He is often deliberately outrageous: 
' “Yes, -I am vain and egotistical but I can think of
absolutely nothing for me to be modest about. The greatest 
crtam^Ilawy^r this century! Well; let’s see, I was born in 1902 

I think tha. takes care of the question.”
; He is delighted iypolice incompetence. “Without it I’d b^ a 
goor man,” he said. He is a multi-millionaire.
I Distin 1 attorneys- often fume at Foreman's legal sallies
^ut they ii< ,er doubt his cunning. As he put it:

enemies have called me a crook, but no man has ev^r 
-aitsol.

his technique is to take charge and have alkey

Picking a jury is anotherJFi 
cross-examines many prospective j 
trying to tit the panel to the case.

“If it involves the frailties of human nature .y 
architects, engineers, mechanics or a 
everything is black and w hite.”
, When he defended a who .teeu'-ed of 

his life insurance, he brought in evidence that, 
violent, poisoned 20 dogs and kilfed one. F< 
wifets life was "hell on earth — any man vvhp 
wife? and stomp -a poor puppy to death. . ..”

He halted his argument because of hi- (oars 
stopped crying In 11.. <1 Ilie ju, ■ to -end the wife 
who loved her. They did
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Battle, is

S

M g

«es aho are ‘ 
joint d Hcaw ciiird will 

, established outside the court­
room building inside all its 
corridors, and an inner area df 
security will -s u r r o u n d the 
courtroom itself., ; _-r

To all protests against'-sev­
erity of his order the judge Has 
ruled that they are “essential 
because of world-wide attention 

। attracted to the case ^and 
| because of massive and*^r- 
। vasive publicity in the' n^st 

Judge W. Preston Battle ■ | media."

liga'ion He„h,

luled to conduct t» trial 
es EarlrRay on (parges 

o^murderingDr.Martin Luth- 
;m.J King, has ' defined the 
predicament in which he now 
pnds himself as presiding in a 
situation .where tundamental 
constitutional rights are in con-

ThiS has come about, the1 
judge acknowledges, because of 
his obligations to suppress and 
prevent dissemination of prej­
udicial pre-trial publicity aboiit 
the case and at the same time 
to establish in an orderly, 
reasonable, and free manner 
the newspaper, radio, and tele­
vision procedures for public 
observation and scrutiny of 
every phase of this trial;

At this time—with the mur­
der trial date now extended to 
next March 3 and the possibili­
ty athat the case will not a) 
beftre a jury until midsummer; 
1968—these contradictory' i|<i 
qufements are, overshadowing 
the admittedly broad and im­
portant crimina.1 and sociologi­
cal aspects of the case.

Deplores the Issues

. , , , Holds d in Contempt’ % .
Directness of the ' conflict 

and of the _few spectators who) bet issues at the co 
may be admitted to the -trial tion| M bas been 
sessions on a day to day basis. sizeJby Judge Battle’s h® 
Onae a session begins neither! Qf f0|r men—two reportelijg 
press nor spectators may Jerne1 Memphis newspapers' a la 
thelinner area of heavy sectri-l who at the time of his ■ allege* 
ty until that session is can- contempt was attorneyforRay,
eluded. Even during recesjes 
only a short corridor area will 
Ke available for leg-stretching, 
and no telephone calls or other 
exterior communications will 
be permitted. 1

Pass Detailed Search
' Before entry into the court at 
morning, afternoon, and possi-
bly evening sessions, all ad'

The judge, a , Shelby county 
criminal court justice who has -^ - ■ —= --------- > -— .-■- i
six more years of his current! mitted must pass a( detailed: 
eight year term to serve, i search, an electronic scanning 
deplores injection of the con-'! for possible weapons, a finger 
stitutional issues. He has hm-f printing process and appear; 
self' described thein—in an|ance before a recording cam- 
opinion written as part of a ' era for photograph, voice state­
contempt proceeding grouping I ment, and purpose of atteiid",
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out of this same trial—as, ance. ■'
“unexplored areas of, the law Specifically the judge _ laid 
where rights guaranteed by the down 10 prohibitions. No photo­
1st amendment to the United graphs are to be taken in th * 
States Constitution and those courthouse, its corridors, its

Hl.

to live in a country । o

nient are in opposition.
■In this same opinion Judge1 be 

Battle stated that he “would iN

guaranteed by the 6th amend- grounds outside including park- 
.......... ins lots: and no sketches

States Constitution and those
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| jufe inusfire , 
| Ray legal aid

I MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - 
Jpdge W. Preston Battle

■ Wednesday insisted the tiral of 
1 James Earl Ray on charges of 
I murder in the death of The 
[ Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
I Jr. start on schedule March 3.

■ But, in an unprecedented ac­
tion, the Memphis Criminal 

i Court judge ordered the public 
। defender’s office to assign as 

many persons as necessary to 
work with defense attorney 
PercyForeman.

Batie made his ruling after 
Foreman explained that he 
“worjsaolne” and it would be 
impossible to? duplicate the

$1,400,000 pretrial investigation 
that he said was conducted by 
the FBI and was available to 
the prosecution.

RAY APPEARED in court 
and swore under oath that he 
has neither “money or proper­
ty” and therefore falls under 
the indigent category of Ten­
nessee law.

Battle said “this is an unu­
sual case, it is not an ordinary 
run-of-the-mill case.” On .that 
basis he ordered the piblic 
defender’s Office to give 
Foreman help in preparing 
Ray’s defense. f
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^ftjiSrjihis, te. 'i8;'tRsitS] 
^■J®s.Earl Ray, thd aefetteM 
assassin of Dr. M
King, Ji . told a court here 

^foday he was broke.
H“Judge W. Preston Battle 
iqrdei cd public assistance, for 
Hie defense of Ray bitt refused 
to postpone the trial, set for 
[March 3. King was murdered 
[das^Lpril 4.
I Ray’s lawyer, Percy Fore- 
ma® of Texas, applied for a 
posmonement on the grounds 
that Ray had no funds to pay 
forinvestigation.

Put Under Oath
Before directing the Shelby 

county public defenders office 
to help Foreman, Judge Battle 
put Ray under oath and asked 
him if he had any money or 
property with which to finance 
his defense.

“No, sir,” Ray replied.
The, judge refused to let the

Percy Foreman i

&
mi

prosecution question Ray about 
his finances. But assistant Atty.

better than I do. He has one of 
the top lawyers in the United 
States.”

। Calls It Ludicrous .
“He’s a funny kind of in­

digent,” Dwyer added. “It’s 
almostludricrous;”

In accepting Ray’s tidigent
Gen. I Robert K.. Dwyer said I plea, the judge noted that the
earlia- “from what I know I defense had been financed by 
abouttthis case he [Ray] was a J ah arrangement with William

Arthur Rapes, ^.attguegg 
dismissed infevor «f Foreman.

Foreman said tbe?publicahon 
arrangement was precisely why 
he entered the case. & ;

“I don’t think the man should 
be tried in the news media,” he 
said. “He was about to ed id 
trial not because the casawas 
ready, but to meet a puaica- 
tiondate.” I1 '

Foreman said he was trying 
to obtain Federal Bureau of 
Investigation reports which 
would indicate that two years 
before King’s assassination,, thb 
FBI had a squad of agents 
assigned to prevent, such an 
occurrence. ■

“I am working on the pre­
sumption. that someone other 
than James Earl Ray was 
working on and desirous ;of 
assassinating 1 Martin Luther, 
King.” * '1'

Foreman while asking , more 
time did not mention a specific 
date, and the prdseculor

abounthis case he [nay] was a I an arrangement with William vigorously opposed any post­
world traveler and he lived Bradford Huie, a writer, who ponement. ' .'
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?' bfc Defender 
To Ail

Ray's Attorney $ ■
MEMPHIS (AP) — Judge W. 

Preston, .Battle insisted 
Wednesday that the trial of 
James Earl Ray on charges of 
murder in the death of Dr. ■ 
Martin Luther King Jr. start 
on schedule March 3.

But, in an unprecedented ac­
tion, the Memphis Criminal 
Court judge ordered the public 
defender’s, office to assign help 
to; defense attorney Percy 
Foreman.

Battle made his ruling after 
Foreman said that he “works 
alone” and it would be im­
possible to duplicate She 
$l,<)0,000 pre-trial invesiga- 
tio« which he said was ron- 
duc|ted by the FBI and jwas 
available, tp the^prosecijtion.
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Criminal Court Judge W. 
Preston Battle, taking note of 
Percy Foreman’s continuing 
illness, Friday ordered Shelby 

"County public defender Hugh 
Stanton Sr. to prepare to de­
fend James Earl Ray by him­
self if necessary.

In a five-minute court ses­
sion, Battle commented that he 
had been notified by a doctor 
treating Foreman, Ray’s chief 
counsel, that the famed 
criminal attorney is ill with 
influenza and pneumonia.

BATTLE then asked Staijton 
what preparations had keen 
made to bring Ray to rial 
March 3 for the murder ofjDr. i 
Martin Luther King Jr. ।

Stanton replied that “We i 
i hale done some work, have i 
gathered quite an amount of 
material, enough to show us 
that more work needs to be 
done. ”

“I can’t tell yet whether we 
can be ready on March 3,” 
Stanton said.

Ray, dressed in a dark blue 
suit and a blue tie, was in the 
courtroom. ;

He heard Battle say that he 
wanted the trial to begin as 
scheduled “if humanly possi­
ble.”
- “Since all human .endeavors 
are street to Whims andifate.” 
the jufege said; “I am omering 
the plblic defender’s ’office to 

!j>^p® this .case in sch^a 
that; if it should 

become neeesgaiy’that-office
’ -could Jake-full charge." \ ;
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r. staying nt civil i

B
<uif( humanly possible,,’S 
ected a public dHuulir'ii 
represent, Ray if ^iliitwi 
-Percy ’Foreman'is uhableto

'SO; ~ t
Judge W. Preston Ba

opened' a hearing, held to c^- 
timme the defense’s readiness 
fir. trial, but

en advised
t saying he had The jud^t 
by telegram froip report agan 
it Foreman, the the defensfe

lights leader Dr. Vji'in Lj- 
ih” King The ili’lendant sat 

. quietly during "the 'brief, five-1 
minute ii&mf ̂  i 1 e Battle , 
questioned the;. Shelby county I 
public deader, Hugh Stanton 
Sr., on 'vgiat.'steps had been 
taken to prepare the Ray case. 
“ ‘ ’ ^ordered StantoiJto

>uston that Foreman, the
filmed trial lawyer who is Ray’s

on Feb. 14 whether 
would be able to

meet the March 3 deadline. J
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