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The riddle of Ray
--dupe, decoy or what?

By Bernard Gavzer
[AP Newsfeatures Writer]

WHEN JAMES EARL RAY broke out of the Missouri st ite
j penitentiary in 1967, the price on his head was like a 
supermarket clearance sale: a*flat $50. He was run-of-the-mill. 
No bloodhounds were out baying for him.

But today, James Earl Ray is perhaps the world’s most 
celebrated prisoner. He is kept in a Memphis jail suite 
custom-designed for him. There are always two personal 
guards in attendance, around the clock, and the electronic eyes 
of two television cameras keep him in constant focus.

। He is accused of assassinating the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., the apostle of non-violence.

Ray’s guilt or innocence, and his fate, will be considered by 
a jury in Shelby County Criminal court building, Memphis, in a 
murder trial due to start March 3.

Lawyer charges communist plot
Arthur J. Hanes Sr., Birmingham, Ala. lawyer, was picked 

originally by Ray to head the defense. Hanes was dropped by | 
Ray, who then engaged Percy Foreman of Texas. But before 
Hanes was dropped, he described the case as a sinister । CHICAGO SUNDAY AMERICAN
international communist plot in which the the
arrested Ray both were victims. ’

The greatest impetus to a conspiracy explanation has «ome. 
from author William Bradford Huie, a writer who has had 
exclusive access to Ray’s story.

Huie says Ray has been writing a journal which Huie says 
he has checked out accurate. On the basis of what he has been 

: told or otherwise learned, Huie has concluded: }
“That the plot to murder Dr. King existed eight months j 

before the murder on April 4,1968.
: “That Ray was drawn unknowingly into this plot In i
' Montreal bn Aug. 18,1967, and thereafter moved as directed by | 
; the plotters.
- “That as late as March 23, 1968, less than two weeks be­

fore, the murder, Ray did not know that the plot included mur­
der or Dr. King.”

; Murdered to trigger race war?
Huie contends the grand scheme was not to remove the

1 Ne^fo leader but rather to use his murder to trigge| lasting 
> violence between the white and black races. | \
’ _ fay reconstruction: of the events relating to Ray’sllife and ( 

times and to the assassmation of Dr. King is like tricing an
! architect’s plan and inexplicably finding a brick wall where 
i there should be a window.
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f It might be argued that Ray can shrug off suspicious r 8;8 p.m.-Charles Hurley ah-iW. at; the South Kata' 
questions. Why was he a man of the many aliases police say he gtreet: block to pick up, his 'wifer who works at. a a^desaje
took? John Willard, Eric Starvo Galt, Paul Bridgeman, Ramon
George Sneyd? Why did he rim to Mexico, Toronto, Liaion.

wallpaper andipaint firm. He saw a white.Musiang. Tb^rejkst.

London? Answer: He was a convict on the run. How did hl get 
th< money—about $12,000—to keep on the move? Answer: jike '

a white man ated in it, he said.

at lief.
iSo he may say. But for nearly a year after his escape, no 

one was huntbig him. He was hardly worth the time.
There was a possibility that Ray had been spotted as a 

fugitive and was blackmailed into the killing or blackmailed 
into letting the conspirators set him up as a decoy.

At the Lonraine, it was getting on toward dinner tithe ind 
the day-long planning session was about to break.,Dr. King told 
the Rev. Samuel Kyles he was weary of restaurant fare. “I 
want some soul food,” he said. - ? .

“You know where to.get it,” said Kyles, happily. “Come 
home and eat dinner with me.’

Dr. King said fine and went out to the balcony passageway. 
Below, Solomon Jones Jr., Dr. King’s chauffeur, waited. KingJune 6, 1968, Ray was confronted at Heathrow airport, i X L ^London, and told he was wanted for the slaying of Dr. Khi. On ! “ * I*n ^’J0 ’^ "^ ** a‘ “* *'“d 

April 23,1967, he had escaped from the penitentiary. I . •“ atat ^ “ W°uI4 he sung, and then rtf .
But the vital day—in terms of the Tennessee case—is Mpril 

4,1968. On that day, Martin Luther King Jr. was slain.
Let the examination of evidence begin at a point at which 

there were 3 hours to kill. .
3:15 p. m.—South Main street in Memphis is pretty quiet as 

far as sidewalk traffic. A man could be noticed or missed with 
equal chance.

One man, dressed in a black suit and wearing a white shirt, 
with a narrow black tie, halted at 422% South Main, went up 
the stairwell to the screened door of a roominghouse.

Mrs. Brewer had a kitchenette available, with its, window 
onto Main street, but the man said no. A sleeping room would 
do. At the end of the dark hallway light came from the bath­
room. They went past Room 4, where Willie Anschutz lived, to

'My man, be sure to sing, ‘Precious Lord,” tonight and

Room 5. It was empty. Room 6 was a kitchenette where

sing it well.”
6:01 p. m.—Charles Stephens was in his kitchen working on 

a radio.
' “I heard a shot. I could tell it came from the bathroom 
because it was very loud....” '

On thex concrete balcony of the Lorraine, Dr. King lay 
crumpled. I h

“O,” ml said. No more. 0.”
Willie 4*nschutz, in the hallway, saw a man coming along 

that dark tunnel and said:
“That sounded like a shot.”
“Yes, it was,” the man answered, according to Willie 

Anschutz. The man was smiling.
Solomom Jones looked toward the reaming house. He

Charles Quitman Stephens, 46, and his common law wife lived. ' thought he s ^w a man holding something white to his face di :k
Mrs. Brewer said Room 5 was $8.50 for a week. The man 

paid for one week.
, She asked his name.

“John Willard,” he said.
From Room 5, it was possible to look across Mulberry 

street to the Lorraine motel. By bending a* little, one couM get 
a very good look at the door of Room 306. M

m that room, Dr. King was conferring with his stair and 
aids. There was the. Rev. Andrew Young, executive  ̂vice 
president of the Southern Christian Leadership conference, and 
the Rev. James Bevel, one of Dr. King’s closest aids, and the 
Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, and some white newsmen and Joseph 
Louw from Public Broadcast laboratory, the non-profit 
television enterprise, which was doing a documentary on Dr.

around to the side of the building;
At 424 » Main, Guy C. Canipe was in the front section of

Clear look at the Lorraine motel
In Room 5, “John Willard” apparently sat on the edge of , 

the bed, looking toward the window. Between the bed and i 
window, a mirrored dressing table backed against a door that ! 
connected to Room 6. A wooden chair was against the window, i 
in a position that would allow someone to keep the Lorraine I 
motel under surveillance. i

Charles Stephens heard footsteps in the hall, going past his i

his office with two customers. There was a thud at his door.
“I looked out and there was this box with a rifle and a 

small piece of luggage,” Campe says. “When I looked up, I just 
saw the back of the man going away.” - ,

Patrolman N. E. Zachary saw the rifle and bag. There was 
a pair of 7x35 binoculars in the bag, with a sales receipt for • 
$41.05; some underwear; a pair of pliers. The rifle was 
partially wrapped in a bedspread with green threads. Zachary 
went next door, to 422%, and up the stairs, toward the back of 
the roominghouse, in the direction from which the shot came. 
He went into Room 5. He found two straps. They went with the 
binoculars.

6:16 p. m.—Dr. King was wheeled into St. Joseph hospital. 
No sound came fr,om him. But the resuscitator could be heard 
pumping oxygen. That, and the sobs of humans.

6'25 p. m.—The police radio dispatcher reports that a white 
Mustang was proceeding north on Danny Thomas bou^Vard 
toward U. K. 51 north at “a high rate'of speed.”

By 6:2^p. m., assuming that the white Mustang di get
moving untp as late as 6:15;p. m„ it could easily have r 
and even passed the area described in the broadcast.

6:27 p.m.—A white Mustang is reported stopped at 
door into the bathroom. He figured it was the new lodger.I Watkins and Chelsea avenue, which is nearly 2 piles east of 
Stephens usually hears anything going on in the toilet because ' ..... ,----- -;
his kitchen area is separated from itby a thin plasterboard

In the bathroom, an old-fashioned tub on four legs is 
parallel to the north wall. The curved back end is close Jo the 
winfiow. By standing on the tub end, it. is easy to lean upon the 
sill and get a ^lear view of Room 306 at the Lorraine motel. 
From the bathroom sill to balcony rail it is 205feet. 3 inches.
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Danny Thomas boulevard and a different direction from1 that 
described in the 6:25 p. m. report. •
/ 6:31 p. m.—An aid of Dr. King emerged haggard from the 
eq ergehcy operating room, tears coursing down his cheeks. He 
sa|ji:‘ “They have killed Dr. King.’* - -

6:35 p. m.—A white Mustang is reported chased by Poqpe ! 
Car 421 north on Danny Thomas boulevard from Firestone 
avenue, again in a,direction away from any short escape route 
to Arkansas or Mississippi. .

At almost the same moment, a report came from Police 
Car 160 that he was informed by a “complainant” that a white 
man was driving a Mustang east on Summer avenue, from 
Highland avenue. ,

The police dispatcher then broadcast this alarm:
“White male east on Summer from Highland, in a white 

Mustang, responsible for this Shooting. Cars 36 and 42 pull i 
down. Subject is exceeding the speed limit east on Summer 
from Highland.”

This would be a point 5^ miles east of where Police Car 
421 was chasing a white Mustang. Police Car 421 caught up 
with it a minute later^at 6:36 p. m., and reported it “checks 
okay.”

Police are satisfied that the “chase” was non-existent and 
that it was a hoax.

No explanation has been made yet as to why the hoaxer^ 
pick id that very moment to describe such a fake incident and
sen police on a wild' goose chase. Nor has it been explained 
why they settled on a white Mustang, which would seem to be a 
remarkable coincidence, altho by this time-r6:36 p. m.—there 
had reportedly been an alert for a vehicle, believed to be a 
white Mustang.

The dossier on “Galt” was getting fat and would get fatter 
the further back he could be traced. Investigators knew where 
he had been. The pieces were coming together. As far as could 
be figured, he was still in Los Angeles March 16.

So was the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., who was at 
Anaheim addressing the California Democratic council.

The next day, March 17, “Galt” left the St. Francis. He left 
a forwarding address: General Delivery, Atlanta. .

He headed east in the Mustang, going thru New Orleans to 
Selma, Ala., where records of the Flamingo motel, on highway 
80, show he spent the night of March 22. He was in the rooming I 
house in Atlanta on March 23. According to Hiiie, the departure 
fron Los Angeles was signaled by the mystery man, Raoul

' he pursuit of James Earl Ray’s life and times com0 to

JAMES EARL RAY
Celebrity of sorts.

He just said ‘

the qrucial moment of 6:01 p. m., plus, April 4,1968.
What happened to him from that time on? How di® he 

manage to vanish?
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DID DRAGNET GET RIGHT MAN?

The' James EarTRay Mystery
PY BERNARD GAVZER 

[AP Newsfeatures Writer] 

THE SHOT that mortally 
wounded the Rev. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr. was fired at 
6:01 p. m., April 4, 1968, so 
far as the most careful check­
ing can determine.

Within minutes, police 
combed the immediate area, 
going towards probable van­
tage points, especially toward 
a rooming house less than 
100 yards away. Witnesses

in Toronto at 9:30 a. m., April 
7. x

It is known that on April 8, 
1968, James Earl Ray certain­
ly was embarked on his final 
Canadian odyssey.

It was on this day thilt a 
man Rearing dark-rimjned 
glassiis, a burgundy snorts 
jacket, and tan raincoat (lame
to 102 Ossington av. in a

1 TI5 
i mem

ita-BIRTH announce- of the travel bureau 
itial irked the passport deci Ira-carry some ess, 

ation, such as >n that the applicant Vas

thought the shot came from working class section of Tor- 
there, and two occupants of onto, largely inhabited by 
the rooming house soon told Italians, Hungarians, Poles, • 
of hearing the sound of a rifle Lithuanians, and Chinese.
shot coming from the haUway Mrs Leda szpakowsky, the 
bathroom.

The man who they said had 
apparently emerged from the 
bathroom—which had # win­
dow affording a direct J ine of 
free to the motel bi ilcony 
yhere the Rev. Mr4 King 
si bod—went down the hall and 
<^t of the building, carrying 
some sort of package.

THAT WAS the last anyone 
remembers seeing him in the 
vicinity of 422^ S. Main st.,

landlady, showed him a room 
on the second floor.

THE MAN said he was a 
real estate salesman. He paid 
the rent of $10 in advance, 
left, and returned in the early 
evening with a small oyer-
night ag.

uj / name?
Paul Bridgman,” said pe

His

man.

Memphis. How did he man­
i He was a quiet, mannerly

mai^pn name of the mdther 
as well as the name of^the 
father. This is the sort of 
information needed when one 
applies for a passport.

And “Paul Bridgman”

J Canadian citizen. It Was 
3 nt off to the department of 
external affairs in Ottawa 
with the request that the ap­
planation be expedited be­
cause “Sneyd” was anxious 
to make a trip.clearly had a passport on his

mind on April 11. On that!. IN WASHINGTON, the EBI 
day, he came to Mrs. Mabelm’ssued a fugitive warrant jfor 
Agnew’s Arcade Photo stu-J the arrest of one Eric:Sta!vo 
dio on Yonge st. She per/1 Galt. He was describedlfas 
sonally took passport photosla man with a “rural” way 
of “Paul Bridgman.” jof speaking, a taste for vod­

ka and beer, and a prefer-She would not say n he 
picked them up, but say, 
“Our pictures are ays 
ready in 20 minutes to a half 
hour.”

Five days later, Mrs. Yee 
Sun Loo, Landlady of a 
rooming house at 962 Dun­
das st., which is one of the 
main thorofares which cross 
Ossington avenue, received a 
call from a “Ramon George 
Sneyd” who phoned to in­
quire about a room.

ence for country and western 
music. He was said to “have 
a nervous habit of occasion-
ally pulling at an ear lobe 

his hand. His left earwii
pre crudes farther from ibis 
heA than his right ear.

£

*

CHICAGO AMERICAN

Chicago, rxiNor

THE SAME DAY, April 16i He was a quiet, mannerly inn miud vai, npm w, 
' lodger, said Mrs. Szpakowsky. “Raymon George Sneyd”

3 STAR F INAL

age to vanish so quickly and He would go out a little be- wall id into the Kennedy
completely? Ifore 9 a. m., return before trav 1 bureau on Bld»r st. 

’ noon, leave in the early after- He t ;ked Lillian Spencdr, the
PATT.:

Investigators, once th®1___ , _ ____________, .—_ ~ .
found! the. abandoned white , noon, ahdreturn after dinner officii manager, about _ 
Must; ng in Atlanta, were at/le ; time. , to London and also completed

avel Wr

| His movements during these a passport application. As 
owned it, who bought Ihours and days is not cJpar. ®ae of his next-of-kin, he 

. He may have been lithe ^ “Paul Bagman.” . 
p u b 1 j c library on Co lege He presented a duplicate 
streeif looking thru Mund Wb certificate in the name 
volunites of back-dated news- ^ Sneyd, three passport; pho- 
papeA such as the Toronto tos, and $8 fee. Normally, 
Telegram of Nov. 11, 1932. such an application requires 

— ---------- -—i—i tfje name of another Cana-

to go back bit by bit, finding 
who Bad owned it, who bought
it where it had been serviced,
and so/on. But now the chore 
was t( discover what it ®uld 
tell about where its dAver 
had gone. is

The owner of the Atlanta 
rooming house could not say 
whether the man, using the 
name of “Galt,” had returned 
to the,room before 10:30 a. m. 
Friday, April 5. That was 
when he found the room emp­
ty and a note regarding the 
TV set.

ANYONE heading for Can­
ada would have a choice of 
three Greyhound bu^es to 
Toronto. __________

andlthe Toronto Daily Snir of dian citizen who has known
Oct 8, 1932. The Toronto 
Telegram of that date carries 
the birth announcement of 
one Paul ^dward Bridgman, 
who now is a cbnsultant in

ca

Toronto school system 
Daily Star of thaw dak 

ies the birth announce 
of Raymond George

Sncyd, a constable in tl 
Toronto police department.

the applicant at least 2 years, 
but in Canada this can be 
satisfied by the applicant 
swearing on oath that the 
information is true.

“Sneyd” ordered a round 
trip ®L-day excursion ticket 
from {Toronto to Lond®, at 
a chaKe of $345 Canadian or 
$319.5vUnited States ci^en- 
cy. ■ < ' . ; ' ■ '

Ilie next day, Heniy Moos

2
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Photos of the wanted man prised,” John

closed. He was wearing a myself that Jimmy did the’ 
dark or black suit jacket that actual killing. He wasn’t the

Larry says. Ito know lives behind the walls i jersey school.
had daubtsjof penitentiaries. Ray headed south fro h

imy did the’ Ja^s Earl, disgruntled at jvfbntreal—where he, purpoi t-

was cut so much that a white kind of guy who broods a 
shirt could be seen. It was 5 lot, and he wasn’t a political 
the sort of jacket that might

beinJfshifted out of the Hi- 
tary olice when in the army 
in thll late 1940s, opted (br a

e|ly met the mysterio

go with a tuxedo.
A second version of the 

same photo was distributed, 
this time with eyes painted 
in by an FBI artist.

[Three is a, real Eric S. 
Galf. The full name is Eric 
St. Vincent Galt. He is 54 
and-was found to be a law­
abiding, responsible citizen.

He did do something un­
usual, however, in signing 
his name. He abbreviated his\ 
middle name, St. Vincent, as

guy. .
“If I had to see a reason, 

and there was no money in­
volved, then I can’t see Jim-

bad •discharge and was re­
leased for “ineptness” for 
military service.

laoul” — and arrived m 
*1 r m i n g h a ffi, Ala., on'

Aug. 25. • L : '
ON THE VERY day the

The caper that put him into FBI was publicly identifying 
my doing it. He was no ra- Missouri State penitentiary Eric Starvo Galt as the fugi- 

° . ■ - i. . f _ j _____  il_ Fowl RoV__ IT W9S

St. V making little circles

cist. My brother, Jerry, will 
tell you the same thing.

Jerry, who was working as 
a maintenance man at 
Sportsman Country club near 
Northbrook, Ill., said James 
“was never a man of vio- \ 
lence.”

“Look at all the money he 
came into all of a sudden.

for a 20-year stretch was the tive James Earl Ray—it was 
Oct. 10, 1959, armed robbery April 19, 1968—Ray was shift- 
of a Kroger supermarket in ‘ ■ m ‘- n*
St. Louis.

He drew 20 years for armed 
robbery under the Habitual 
Criminal act. On March 17, 

51960, he entered the big pen 
i at Jefferson City.

ing lodgings in Toronto. He 
moved into the rooming

; he S one reading Buying Mustangs, taking 
Ike .ignore could inierprei ^ ^ ? S tapS

1 THE SUNDAY r-----  
Ray vanished was the start

house run by Mrs. Yee. .
She passport applica ion 

ha I been processed and] on 
Ajril 25, the department of 
eternal affairs, Ottawa, sent 
passport DJ909324, in the

it as saying “Starve.”] to Mexico,” Jerry said.

THE NEXT DAtf April 18, | 
at Mrs. Szpakowsny’s room­
ing house, her young daugh­
ter answered the ^phone and 
a «nan asked for “Paul 
Bridgman.” He was not
home, 
was le

Over 
mon Gj

le said. No message

on Dundas st., “l a- 
jorge Sneyd” saw

Mrs. Yee Sun Loo and ghve 
her $9, a week’s rent, in ad­
vance, and said he’d be mov­
ing in later. He did; on April
19.

And now, the alias

। AT THE Missouri State 
' penitentiary in Jefferson City, 
it was about 3:25 J)- m. on 
Sunday, April 23, 1967, when 
Lt. William R. Turner, con­
trol cecpter desk officer, was 
told thjlre had been an escape 
from |ne institution. r

The jjormal count at 5 p. n. 
showed that inmate James IE. 
Ray, No. 00416, assigned % 
the main kitchen on the 11 
a. m. - 7 p. m. shift, had not 
reported for work at 11 a. m. 
He was missing from the 5 
p. m. count. A search was

of his new and unusual luck 
in keeping out of trouble. He 
went on foot for the first w 

(5 days and finally got to we

friei 
ider

Louis, area where II a 
d—so far, not publicly 
ified—took him to Ed-

Starvo Galt” is officially dis- result.

made of the grounds and 
Eric walls, inside and out, without

covered. In Washington, the 
fingerprints are matched and 
there is no mistake about it 
The wanted man is James 
Earl Ray, an escaped con­
vict from the Missouri State 
penitentiary. He had been

Ray, according to one re­
port, claims to have got out 
at about 8:30 a. m. when a 
guard nodded and he sprinted 
75 feet from the kitchen load­
ing dock to the 23-foot wall, 
at a point where there is a

name of “Ramon 'George 
Sneyd,” to Sneyd, in care of 
the Kennedy travel agency.

warasville, Ill., where he got 
a bus for Chicago.

In Chicago, he got a room 
at 2731 Sheffield av. _

He got a dishwasher’s job; 
Records of the Indian Trail 
restaurant in suburban Win­
netka show he worked there 
from May 7 to June 25, The 
operators knew him as John 
Ray ns. ,

Ray next returned to the 
St. Louis area and spent al­
most a week with two friends 
in Quincy, Ill. He again went 
to Chicago to pick un his 
lasf check from the Iidian 
Triil, and then returned to
Eft St. Louis, where, hi 
target a .38 caliber

was 
istol

IN TORONTO, meanwhile, 
Ray apparently drew as little 
attention to himself as pos-
sible. ,,

Four days later, Sneyd
journeyed 18 miles northwes 
to Malt on airport an
boarded a British Oversea 
Airways flight for London.
J LONDON, “Sneyd” ap­

parently spent the day in the 
vickaity of Heathrow airport 
bee use that evening, so for
as ;an be determined, 1 e
boajded a British Europe? r 
Airways flight for Libson. ijp 
scheduled arrival in Lisbon 
was 1:20 a. m. May 8. '

On that day, he took a room
in^ the Hotel Portug. 
third-grade hostelry.

Meanwhile, in Ottaw 
t™ everting of May । 
dozen young Mounties tr

a

on 
, a 
iped

into the passport office after 
normal hours and began a 
search of 250,000 passport ap­
plications. They were trying 

T . « to determine whether the
asubt. louis. I American, James Earl Ray,
RAY ARRIVED in Mont

froma friend. From there.
tunnel thru it. Ray suppos-1 he s<serving 20 years for armed 1 - 

robbery and as an habitual edly hoisted himself atop a 
criminal. He had already P* )e^ne and, from this start- 
served 7 years when he es- “M Point of about 6 feet up

out for Canada, diw- 
1962 red Plymouth 

he reportedly boughufin

caped April 23, 1967.
In St. Louis, at

jth< wall, managed to getfeuf-
“The ‘icient hold in crevices bl us- hi come to Canada and ob-

Grapevine” tavern, John 
Larry Ray heard the news 
stoically. It was on the ^ra­
dio. His brother was wanted 
for one of the sensatiAial
killings of our time. He we 
on serving his customers.

ing a 4 foot rod to hoist iim- real on July 18 and got a
self in stages over the w^l room for $75 a month at
’ . _, . .. .. . Har-K apartments, 2589 E.James Earl was the first Notre Dame ^ So far as 
of nine children. One ws to -.dip in a fire another in IV car # “own, he remained m. „ 3S J™ J Wa I I™? ' Montreal until Aug. 21, 7.1

>nt which plunged into a iver. J ^ th t time he enr|}ye(j 
les Earl and his ^two Jr 6 y 1 a correspondence cJai

tamed a passport with a new 
idiatity. j

fn the 11-day period luntil
May 28 Ray Seemed toihave 
disappeared completely! ■ ’

Ray did Surface on May 28,* 
when be obtained a room in

clqiest brothers,, John Larry 
“BUT I WAS kind of sur- antf .Jerry, were eventuallyj *P ^smithing from a ]

rse ;
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Inside

he was
. But he

1953.

RA
Ram

s of 
n of

The
V1O-

The morning of June 8,

at 11:50 a. m. for Brussels.

come to the office for further
An All Ports

broad

Penywern road^ao “Ifemon 
W^neyd.

THE SEARCH shifted into

phone.

he

dress
volver
ammur

New Earl’s Court hotel on

high gear , as authorities f 
moved to track Ray’s further
movements.

Interest in contacting white
mercenary forces in Africa
apparently brought Ray, pre­
senting himself as “Sneyd. 
to telephone Ian Colvin, Lon­
don Daily Telegraph writer, 
seeking information. Colvin
said it was something he
would not discuss on the

The same day, June 5, Ray 
checked out of New Earps
Court and went to ail out-bf-
the-way«)spot, the Pax ho||el, 
in Wa^vick Way, in
Pimlic section of Londbn.

He m/lde at least one known
phone call. It was to Ian Col­
vin again. Colvin said that if

Sney^” wrote him a note
he wi uld send him the ad­

for possible recrij it-gium
ment as a mercenary. T] at 
was on June 6.

Ray checked out of the Pax
hotel and headed for Hea­
throw airport. He had a ticket
for BEA flight 466, departing

At about 11:15 a. m., pre­ story of his 2 months as fugitive
senting his passport before
boarding the plane, an im­
migration official examined
it and detained him for a
moment, then asked that he

inquiries.
Warning” had been widely

was *held because he had a 
.38 caliber Liberty Chief re-1

Bel-1

the Fir
two passports put him
lation of the Aliens Order of
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Misquoted: Bevel

SCLC denies
it has data
to clear

ATLANTA (UPI) - The 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Confeience insisted Friday 
that it I holds no inside infwma- 
tion nor hard evidence tabear 
James Earl Ray in the assassi­
nation of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. -

Nonetheless, the SCLC aide 
who offered to defend Ray last 
Saturday and said he was con­
vinced of Ray’s innocence, 
talked with Percy Foreman, 
Ray’s attorney, in Memphis, 
Thursday night.

The Rev. James Bevel met 
for an hour at the Shelby 
County Jail Thursday with 
Foreman and Ray and he later 
said, “Brother Ray asked me 
to defend him and I intend to 
do that.”

Foreman was not available
for|fcomment.

“we will defend Ray, but
wiE not try to find the gj ilty 
paiiy,” Mr. Bevel said. H® de­
scribed Ray as “sick, pitiful 
. . . a deranged man in heed 
of psychiatric treatment.”

A SPOKESMAN for SCLC, 
Thomas Offenburger, said in 
an interview that Mr. Bevel 
feels he has been misquoted 
about evidence that would 
prove Ray’s innocence.

In a telegram to Ray Satur­
day, sent from the SCLC office 
in Philadelphia, Mr. Bevel of-— .*. , , , ' Bevel responded: “I justlfeltfered to join in t e eense, jt|ere was en0Ugh evidence, 
^e tea^,Sai? ” 5 ‘ i elough understanding to come 

t0 T y®U to the conclusion,” she said.
that I would be very Sappy to

died. You have been accused of 
murdering him. Of course, I 
kne w you are not guilty.”

Tie Rev. Ralph David jber- 
natny, Dr. King’s successor as 
head of SCLC, said Thursday 
that, “I have absolute con­
fidence ?in his (Mr. Bevel’s) 

I judgment and. integrity,” Band 
1 that he and SCLC “suprihrt”
Mr. Belel in his efforts. I

OFFENBURGER said,
hovjever, that although s 
meits by Mr. Bevel and

te- 
dr.

Abi rnathy may indicate pat 
legll proof of Ray’s innoqUnce 
is in Mr. Bevel’s hands, no 
such claim was meant.

“Bevel told us that his state­
ment made no mention of 

: evidence, or anything about 
who pulled the trigger,” Of­
fenburger said, “Bevel feels he

I has been misquoted.”
However, in Philadelphia, 

UPI Icorrespondent Helenel! A. 
SpicA said she talked to Mr| 
Bey4 last Sunday and twicy he I 
usjd the word “evidence”. I 

in answer to a question why 
heiroffered to defend Ray, Mr. 
Bevel replied: “Because of the 
evidence -I- have -of his in­
nocence,” Miss Spicer said. 
Asked why he had chosen that 
moment to speak of his b|lief 

: that Ray was innocent, itfr.

Kev. James Bevel
In talks at jail
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take yfur case withoi| fee. I 
was present on April 4 at the 
Lorraine Motel when Dr. King
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BELIEVES RAY INNOCENT
—nr——W

King Aid to Assist 
Suspect's Defense

MEMPHIS, Tenn. UP) — A top 
aid to slain civil rights leader 
the Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr. has paid a jail cell visit to 
James Earl Ray, King’s 
accused killer, and says he will 
aid in Ray’s defense.

The move was backed by the 
Rev. Ralph David Abernathy, 
King’s successor as head of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
conference.*

“Brother Ray has asked me 
to defend him and I intend to 
do it,” the Rev. James Bevel 

j told a meeting of about 50 
। ministers last night after his
jail visit. Bevel said
he was convinced

last week 
Ray was

inri >cent in the slaying of King 
hei s last April 4.

Abernathy Approves Move
In Atlanta, Abernathy said he 

viewed Bevel’s action as a way 
of moving “nonviolence into a 
new dimension in American 
life.” The S.C.L.C. head 
added, “Rev. Bevel is speaking 
to the real issue — gamely that 
it is not who kitted Dr. King, 
but what killed him.”

Bevel Visited Ray in the 
top-security cell on the third 
floor of the Shelby County jail, 
accompanied by. Ray’s attor/j 
ney F^rcy Foreman of Hous' 
ton. > 
. Sheriff William N. Morris Jr. 

s Beveland Foreman were

with Ray for one hour. Later, 
Bevel discussed the case in 
general terms with the minis­
ters who had been attending the 
general board meeting here of 
the National Council of 
Churches.

Convinced Ray Innocent
Bevel said he was convinced 

of Ray’s innocence before he 
met with him “and I am now 
even more convinced that Ray 
was about as capable of killing 
King as I am of flying to the 
moon.”

In answer to a question, the 
bearded, balding Bevel said he 
had been accepted by Ray to 
assist in the case and that 
Foreman would remain as cl ef 
counsel. Bevel, 32, is not a 
member of the bar but says le 
is a lawyer “by circum­
stances.”

Foreman was not available 
for comment on what part 
Bevel would play in the case.

Bevel, Lawyer Confer
Asked about the . arrange­

ments for his visit with Ray, 
Bevel said, “I sent his [Ray’s] 
attorney a telegram he phoned 
me, and we went to see him 
tonight.”

Abernathy, in his comments, 
said that “America’s oppressed 
and victimized” should come 
“to the aid and defense” of 
Ray.

He said, “If a conspiracy 
exists, and I believe it does, it 
must be fully exposed. Gdmg 
beyoiid conspiracy, Americans

4.^ e
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musi understand the bro;
guilt of a society which teas 
been^killing off its best young 
leaders.”
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^t)ate Of Ray's W 
Trial Is Delayed

i MEMPHIS (AP)-The James'
Earl Ray trial, scheduled to be-
gin March 3, was continued 
Friday until April 7. Ray is 
charged with slaying Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr.

Judge W. Preston Battle 
granted the continuance after 
Ray’s attorneys said they 
could not be ready by the 
scheduled trial date.

Dis|L Atty. Gen. Phil M. 
Canaj e said the state has be m 
readj since Nov. 12, the ds te 
Ray Originally was scheduled 
to stand trial.
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ay Denies Car 
if Ie Are His ।

MEMPHIS (UPI) — James
Earl Ray denied Friday that
he owned the rifle and the car
police said were used in the
assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. last April 4.

Ray made the denial in a
written answer to a Chancery
Court suit filed by private
detective Renfro T. Hays, who
is seeking $11,046 from Ray for
investigative work Hays said
he did under Ray s formftr at-
tome/, Arthur J. Hane

the stems be assigned t<r him
r>p®iinet o£ the debt
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Mock Trial 
Eyed in King

Atlanta, Feb. 28 (UPD—Aids of, 
the late Dr. Martin Luther i 
King plan to stage a mock trial s 
in Memphis during the trial; 
of James Earl Ray to “con­
vict” the nation at large of 
King’s assassination.

The Rev. James Bevel would 
be chief prosecutor in the trial, 
which would be conducted in 
the manner of British Philoso­
pher Bertrand Russell’s Swed­
ish tribunal trials of the United 
States for Viet Nam war 
policies.

Final Approval Expected ~
King’s Southern Christian 

Leadership conference 
[S. C. L. C.] has not officially 
approved the mock trial. How­
ever, it was expected to do so 
next fek, S. C. L. C. sources 
sa^' i

Bevel has maintained for sev­
eral months that Ray, ^, an 
ex-convict from Illinois, is “in­
nocent” of the slaying last ■ 
April 4. However, he has said; 
in recent interviews that he has ; 
no evidence or inside informa- : 
tion to offer in Ray’s trial. 1

Consider Downtown March ;
Bevel and other S. C. L. C. 

staffers hope to hold a large 
march thru downtown Mem­
phis during the mock trial with 
King’s widow, Mrs. Coretta 
King, and his ’ successor in
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j. C., the Rev. Ralph D. 
ithy, leading the mhrch-

trial on murderRay1^ ___ _______
charges is scheduled to Begin 
April 7. It has been postponed 
twice — from Nov. 12, and from
March 3.

PAGE:J COL:

EDITOR: CLAYTON KIRKPATRICK

CHICAGO OFFICE

si.;

MAR 31969
FBI —CHICAGO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



La wyer to appear

Kay guilty plea
hint in King death

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - 
James Earl Ray’s lawyer was 
granted a Monday appearance 
in Criminal Court as an 
Alabama newspaper reported 
Friday that Ray plans to plead 
guilty in the death of the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
and will receive a 99-year sen­
tence. ,

A I spokesman for Judge 
Preston Battle, who is schedul­
ed to, preside at Ray’s trial 
next month, said Ray’s lawyer 
had sought and .been granted

the hearing. There was no in­
dication here what the hearing 
would concern.

In Huntsville, Ala., however, 
the Huntsville Times reported 
Ray will plead guilty to the 
assassination of King last April 
4 and receive a 99-year sen­
tence.

The Times wrote that it 
learned the State of Tennessee 
would ^recommend they 99-year 
sentence “when Ray\ pleads 
guilty.” \

Maximum penalty in Tennes­
see is death by electrocution.
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with the murder of Dr. Martin

unper way in this city for more 
thin two weeks. ’

equires Jury Action

ji - ----- *-rvmg
olie-third of his sentence or 33 

! years.

PLEA DEAL 'IN
KING SLAYING

Would Save Ray from
Death Penalty

Memphis, March 7 [Special]
—James Earl Ray, charged

Luther King Jr., will appear in
Circuit court here Monday
morning amid indications today
that he will plead guilty in
return for a 99-year sentence.

Ray will be tried, convicted,
sentenced and in the peniten­
tiary at Nashville on Monday
evening,” said a source close to
behind-the-scenes negotiations
and bargaining that has been

Judge Tells Requq t
At least partial confirmation

of this surprising and some­
what inconclusive turn of
events has been a public
announcement by Judge Pres­
ton Battle who was to preside
at the Ray trial beginning April 
7, that Ray and his attorney,
Percy Foreman of Houston,
will appear in the courthouse i
Monday.

Foreman has said that he is
prepared to enter a series of
motions at that time and has
requested that Ray be brought i 
into court for the hearing,
Judge Battle announced.

Disclosure of the probable
plea of guilty with the “deal
involving avoidance of a death
sentence, came in a nationally 
exclusive story in this morn-
mgs Huntsville [Ala.] Times.

al experts here
reman enters plea of

for Ray it //will be
sary for Judge ^Battle to

impanel a jury of 12, and for

pe state prosecutors to /Mim-1 
pion witnesses to estabh h a I 
rima facie case against lay. I 

Then the jury must be djlled 
and must unanimously accept 
both the guilty plea and the
recommendation for sentence.

With these conditions met, 
Judge Battle could imnOHiately 
pronounce sentence. Ender 
Tennessee law Ray wiuld be

MARIO 1969
FBI—CHICAGO
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Memphis cobs
oh alert for
Ray's last day

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (Ml
Memphis city police and

। county sheriff’s deputies
were put on 12-hour shifts
and their days off were can
celed yesterday as another
hearing, perhaps his final
one, neared tomorrow for
James Earl Ray.

Ray, charged^ with mur­
dering the Rev. Martin Lu
ther King Jr., has been un­
der heavy security ever
since his extradition from
London to the United States
last summer.
Police Chief Henry Lux de

scribed intensification of po­
lice activities in view of the
Monday hearing as precau
tionary . . so we can be
ready for any eventuality.”

The Memphis Commercial
Appeal reported today that
Texas Atty. Percy Foreman,
Ray’s counsel, met jn St.

i the guilty plea.
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BY BILL JOHNSON
MEMPHIS (TP) —James Earl

Activity at Night

tel.

CHICAGO OF
SEARCHED
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sin-

Kin Are Consulted

utes and would not com-
t when he left, the T^nes
. In the courthouse a the
e time were Foreman and

Ray's Hearing
Ray has a date in court today

a prosecutor, P. M. Canale. 
Foreman and Canale were re­
ported by court officials to
have met together for 50 min­
lutes, according to the Times

Ray, an escapee fronj the
M issouri state peniten iary, 

amid speculation that he would ^hs arrested in London last
Irene 8, 2 months and 4plead guilty to murdering the

Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
and take a 99-year prison sen­

The hearing was called by
Judge W. Preston

{fter King was killed by
j le shot as he stood on|| the
balcony of the Lorraine

Returned to Memphis
Ray was returned to Mem­

hearing
observers thought the
might bring nothing

more dramatic than a motion

phis in July after long extra­
dition proceedings. Since then
he has been held under ex­
traordinary security precau­
tions in an air conditioned andfor a change of venue or some

other legal maneuver by Ray’s TV-monitored cell block of the
lawyer, Percy Foreman of Shelby county jail.

He has made fewer than half
a dozen court appearances
since his return, the first for 

the Memphis Comme cial his ; arraignment and the f re 
Appeal reported that Fore nan ma nder as procedural defense
hail conferred with two of Ray’s
brothers and a sister last week,
apparently to clear the way for
a guilty plea.

Doubters pointed out that
with a 99-year sentence, Ray
would not be eligible for parole 
for at least 33 years.

motions were argued.
Tennessee law in first-decree­

murder cases requires a jury
to set a sentence regardless of 
the plea entered, but a provi­
sion of the statute allows jurors
who say they cannot agree with

The state had said previously disqualified, 
it would demand death in the

a recommended sentence to be

electric chair, but no one has Must Prove Death
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

been executed in Tennessee The law further requires that 
since 1961. । the prosecution must then

Should a jury sentence Ray
to life imprisonment, parole
could be possible in 13^ years.

Neither Foreman nor the
prosecuting staff would com­
ment on the reports that a deal
for a 99-year term had been

prove that King was killed.
Under the rules governing a

guilty plea, the attorneys then 
stipulate that if the case had
gone to trial evidence would
have been presented* to show
that Ray was the man who shot
King.

Kifg was slain April A while
— jmphis to help abo 1,300 

The New York Times re- sanit|tion workers, m^t of 
ported that Judge Battle went thei | Negroes, in a trike 
to the courthouse last night against the city government

r Ray had met for
an an hour with For

in

ore
an,

Jmid reports that Ray ha^ had
Scond thoughts about pl^ding 

guilty to King’s murder.
^The judge stayed about 301

MAR 1 () 1969
FBI-CHICAGO <T“
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Ray Gets 99 Yea r-?

to End Trial
MEMPHIS (^P)—James Earl Ray pleaded guilty toda^T to 

sentence! tomurdering Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and was 
99 years in the Tennessee State penitentiary.

edRay, in admitting his guilt, hacl told the court he w 
' sjouia any such evidence 

ari^fe, the judge made it cjear, 
theistate will prosecute.

to add a statement that he did 
not agree with “the theory 

I there was no conspiracy” in the 
I killing of Dr. King.

But Criminal court Judge 
Preston Battle intoned:

I “You have pleaded guilty to 
first degree murder and it is

I the judgment of the court that 
you be confined for 99 years in 
the state penitentiary.”

I Lasts Only 3 Hours
The entire proceeding lasted 

less than three and a half
i hours.

Ray said he did not agree 
with Jhe theory that there was 
no conspiracy to assassinate 
King. He did not elaborate. He 
said, however, “I agree with 
the stipulation” to plead guilty.

“I’ve never had hopes of any-

V

CHICAGO AMERICAN
thing except to save this man’s 
life,” said Ray’s lawyer, Percy 
Foreman of Houston. “It took 
me months to prove to myself 
that it was not a conspiracy.”

5 Witnesses Testify
Five witnesses then testified 

to the actual fact of King’s 
slaying, at the Lorraine motel 
here April 4, 1968. This is ne­
cessary under Tennessee law

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

DATE:

A minute before the judge 
passed sentence, Ray sat 
quietly in a checked blue sport 
coat and dark pants as the 
judge asked the jurors if they 
still agreed to a state-defense . 

। arrangement that Ray plead in a case where the death pen- 
guilty and accept, the sentence................ .....  ’ ’

All 12 raised their right hands

EDITION:

EDITOR:

GREEN STREAK

LUKE P. CARROLL

in assent.
The judge than thanked the 

furors and all others who had 
Relied in the case. He repeated 
Wfo - and prosecutinn con- 
Oitiohs that there waf no evi-

alty could be involved.
Then, the jury had to go thru

the formality, of setting the 99- CHICAGO OFF

ice of a conspiracy King’s
laying* F
i> State Would Prosecute

year sentence.
The jury was chosen fror 

verrire picked two weeks < 
but, the jurofs themselves 

। no idea, a court spokesman 
!s^i( ’that they would be As­
signed to the Ray case until 
the 'coiirt session began this

a
;o,

themselves lad
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Parole in 33 Years

MB1.
Kin Are Consults

ercial
reman

had conferred with two of Ray’s

e-

imes

since 1961.

The New York Times re­

W#g.
f ^esRoned ^ ^ge a™arentlv to clear the 
4u^ Battle asked' May, who J?untv nlea

wB called to the'«;. w^eth 
er ne understood that his guilty 
plea meant he waived all rights 
to appeal. Battle also asked
Ray if the decision to plead

| guilty was his own and of his 
own free will.

“I agree with the stipula­
tion,” Ray said, and then told
the judge he wanted to add
something.

Asked what it was, Ray said
he wanted to go on record as
saying he did not agree with

the theory that there was io
conspiracy.

Killing Established
At] that point, testimony . 

gaut simply to establish the 
- ' ■ — • •” ’ Fivethat King was killed

witnesses were called, ir
or<|er:

The Rev. Samuel B. Kyles, a
Memphis Baptist minister with
whom King was to have had
supper on the eve of his death.

hauncey Eskridge of Chi-
caj^o, a lawyer and close friend
of J the civil rights leader.

j >r. Jerry Francisco, tl e Shel­
by county coroner, w| o dis-
cussed the fatal rifle!
which King received.

Inspector N. E. Zachary, chief
Memphis homicide officer.

Robert Jensen, in charge of
the Memphis FBI office.

The 99-year sentence means
Ray could be eligible for pa­
role in 33 years.

The state previously said it
would demand the death pen-
alty, but the state’s electric
chair has not been used since sincej his return, the fir 

his arraignment and the re­

he Memphis Co
Appeal reported that

I brothers and a sister lasLweek, 
y for' 4

a| guilty plea.
i The state had said previously 
J would demand death "in the r

electric chair, but no one has
been executed in Tennessee

Activity at Night

ported that Judge Battle went
to the courthouse last night
after Ray had met for more
than an hour with Foreman,
amid reports that Ray had had
second thoughts about pleading
guilty to King’s murder.

The judge stayed about 30
minutes and would not com­
ment when he left, the Times
said. In the courthouse at the 
same time were Foreman and 
a prosecutor, P. M. Canale. JAMES EARL RAY

reman and Canale were re­
nted by court officios to

haVe met together for 5(1 min­
utes, according to the
dispatch.

Ray, an escapee from the
Missouri state penitentiary, 
was arrested in London last
June 8, 2 months and 4 days
after King was killed by a sin­
gle shot as he stood on the
balcony of the Lorraine motel.

Returned to Memphis
Ray was returned to Mem

phis in July after long extra-
dition proceedings. Since then
he has been held under ex­
traordinary security precau­
tions in an air conditioned and
TV-monitored cell block of the
Shew county jail.

He has made fewer than! half
a d4zen court appear^ pees

mainder as procedural defense
motions were argued.
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ury OKs ' something. I agree with all 
thise stipulations, but I ddi’t 
__L------ ^ XU--- ^-.^Jjf

deal to u

avoid chair
By Jerry Lipson
Staff Writer

MEMPHIS — James Earl 
Ray pleaded guilty Monday to 
murdering the Rev. Dr. Luther 
King Jr. and was sentenced to 
99 years in prison.

Ray entered the plea as part 
of a deal with the prosecution 
in which he agreed to the 
prison sentence. He could be 
eligible for parole from the Tn-
nessee State Prison 
Nashville in 33 years.

Monday was Ray’s 
birthday.

Had he stayed with

at

41st

his
earlier plea of innocent, he 
co ild have been sentenced)? to
de ith in the electric chair j for 
th| April 4, 1968, assassinalion 
of the Nobel Paace Prize v in-
ner.

The two-hour trial was only a 
formality. The jury agreed in 
advance to sentence Ray to 99 
years.

After five prosecution 
witnesses were heard, the 
judge asked the jury to do its 
duty.

By a show of hands, andnuiiuo, aut 

। without leaving the jury box, 
I the 12 jurors, 2 of them Negro 
agreed to the 99-year prison 

i term.

j PERCY FOREMAN, Ray’s 
attorney, told the court: “it 
took me five months to prove 
to myself that there was no 
conspiracy.

“I’ve never had any hopes of 
j anything except to save this 
! man’s life.”
| Prosecutor Phil M. Canale
i also 
i no i 

A 
and

told the jury that he
vidence of
that point 

said:
our Honor,

a conspiracy 
Ray stood u|

I’d like to sa

3| 
C(

ee with these theories I
ispiracy.

Battle then asked Ray if he 
wished to change the plea of 
guilty.

“No, sir,” Ray replied.

THE TRIAL had been 
scheduled to begin April 7. 
However, a jury was selected 
Monday from the first 12 
names on the venire and the 
trial started.

All jurors agreed to the deal 
for the 99-year sentence, but in 
Tennessee a jury must try 
murder cases involving guilty 
pleas. This is because the jury 
actually sets the penalty in 
murder cases.

Canale told the jury:
“We have no evidence that 

there was any conspiracy in-

King received; N. E. Zachary, 
diief Memphis homicide Jof- 
fper, and Rogert Jensen, she- 
q al agent in charge of $he 
Memphis FBI office.

IF RAY HAD NOT changed 
his plea, the prosecution had 
planned to seek the death 
penalty.

Earlier, Ray’s brother, John, 
said he doubted his brother 
would plead guilty.

But John said his brother 
may have been tired of being 
under constant observation in 
his cell by/guards and closed- 
circuit television.

“All the time he has spent up 
there (in his cell) may have 
affected his mind,” John Ray 
said. “He can’t even to go the 
bathroom in private.”

volved. If at any time there is 
evidence that such a

John Ray said he saw His 
bi other for an hour Saturday 
a! id nothing was said abouu a

spiracy is involved, we 
take prompt action.”

CANALE THEN called

con- 
will

tl

guilty plea.

fin 
B.

: witness, the Rev. Sami
e
51

Kyles, a Negro minister 
wh i was with Dr. King the 
evening of April 4.

। Mr. Kyles described Dr.
! King’s death.
1 He said they were standing 
i on the second-floor balcony of 
the Lorraine Motel, outside Dr. 
King’s room, when “I turned to 
walk away. *

“J got about five or six steps 
awiy from him and I heai!| 

now what I know to be a shot. I
*1 looked down in the pair­

ing lot because I thought it was 
a car. Then I looked at Dr.( 
King and he was lying thusly
(Mr. Kyles held his hands over! J&fies Earl Rav 
his head).” 1

’They had shot his necktie 
right off.” he said.

OTHER WITNESSES called 
were:

Chauncey Eskridge, Chicago 
attorney and a close friend, of 
tha slain civil rights lealr; 
DO Jerry Francisco, Shelby 
Ccjpnty Coroner, who discus^d 
the single rifle wound that Dr.
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Biy to Appeal’ 
In Court: Plea
Rumors Heard

Memphis, March 9 (/P)—Percy
Foreman, Houston lawyer, met
with his client, James Earl
Ray, at the county jail here to­
night, as last minute prepara­
tions continued for an appear­
ance tomorrow by Ray in crim-

There was speculation Ray
might plead guilty to killing Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. in re­
turn for a 99-year prison sen­

Some observers said the hear­
ing might only involve motions 
for a change of venue or a con-
tinnEince, but there were re­
por s Ray had at on ; time 
agreed to the guilty pea but 
ha^ince changed his m nd and 
decided to cling to his -earlier 
claim of innocence.

MAR 101389
FBI—CHICAGO
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RAY PLEADS GUILTY,| 
HINTS AT CONSPIRACY CHICAGO TRIBUNE

BY WAYNE THOMIS J 
[Chicago Tribune Press Serviced 

’ Memphis, March 10—Within 
2% hours today, James Earl 
Ray pleaded guilty to the mur­
der of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., was tried before a jury, and 
sentenced to 99 years in the 
Tennessee state penitentiary 
in Nashville in the Criminal 
court of Judge W. Preston 
Battle. •

The action leaves many

indictment of any other indi­
viduals in a conspiracy to com­
mit this act. J

Ray was 41 today. lie 
will be eligible for parole on 
his 71st birthday, or earlier if 
time already served in jail is 
taken into account.

Reject No-Plot Theory
Ray himself injected an ele­

ment of conspiracy doubt in the 
proceedings. Shortly after the 
jury had been addressed by
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EDITOR: CLAYTON KIRKPATKICK

CHICAGO OFFICE
.. , _ , various state’s attorneys, he

questions unanswered. Thruout jumped to his feet and in the
the hearing, officials repeated­
ly said that none of the law 
enforcement agencies involved
in me investigation of the m|r- 
derllof Dr. King, which By 
now has admitted, had nro- 
dured evidence justifying any

loudest tones he had used dur­
ing the day told Judge Battle, 
“I disagree with all the the­
ories of former Atty. Gen.
R sey Clark, the FBI’s]X
Ec ear Hoover, end the peolle
he that there is no evidence
of % conspiracy.”

Oku.

CHICAGO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



When Judge Battle turned to 
Wh, Ray then -hastily added: 

] T don’t want to change i y
pika of guilty. I don’t want 
upset anything, but also I dot

o 
’t

want anything added to what- 
has been agreed.”

Question of Plot Remains .
Judge Battle said in open 

court that failure to produce 
evidence justifying indictment 
of any other persons “is not 
conclusive proof that no con­
spiracy existed” and added:

“Moreover, if a conspiracy 
existed, no member of such a 
plot can ever live in peace and 
security or lie down to pleas­
ant dreams because in this 
state there is no statute of 
limitations on a capital crime.”

Today’s hearing in Shelby 
county court opened with a 
rather matter-of-fact an-

Juige Battle. “This is Wb 
yd want to do?” Again Bl 
sail “Yes, si£” I
|t this point the judge (e-

‘iterated Ray’s waiver of all 
rig Its to appeal the sentenob

►at
‘y

anti from prior rulings of cou
in le trial. Again Ray noddt

noifncement by Ray’s counsel, 
Pe^jy Foreman of Houston]

‘his understanding. P 
No Further Promises

“Has anything else been 
promised you by anyone?” de­
manded the judge. “Has any 
pressure been used against you 
by anyone?” To both questions 
Ray answered, “No, sir.” 

. “You are pleading guilty be­
cause you killed Dr. King?” 
insisted the judge., “This is 
done freely, voluntarily, and 
understandingly, an act of free 
'will with understanding of the 
consequences?” Ray answered, 
“Yes, sir.” ' .

* At this point, Jim Beasley, 
Can assistant attorney general, 
spent one hour reading to the

a
y details of a stipulate i

re; cri di

that despite Ray’s waiver of ;v^ 
aB appeal rights his case c uld: "
8 
hi
a;

into a federal court on;
;as corpus proceedings “at | 
time.” The judge said'that'

he is in no position to talk( 
about the evidence or the trial 
because of the possibility of 
such a review. '

Conspiracy Leads Failed
Atty. Gen. Phil Canale, in 

charge of the murder case for 
Shelby county, said that hun­
dreds of leads had been investi­
gated by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Britain’s Scotland 
Yard, and Canadian authorities 
in an effort to establish a Con­
spiracy in which Ray acted in 
behalf of others. All of them 
had led to “naught,” he said.

As for motive, Canale said, 
he felt this was “largely ra­
cist.” He refused to enlarge on 
this statement.

Technically, Ray is in custody
of atate penitentiary authorities 
wh । must arrange for his tra is-'wh
fer to Nashville. The time

is-
id

r

5

vJudge W. Preston Battll

me ms for his transfer to Na jh- 
vine are secret. It could come

reed to by both state an i 
ense, which outlined the n -pawned defender of

nara Hiai hie nimni j 'uKuai ^ iiiiernauonai tracx- naE, that his chent has signed of Ray King 
and was offering a waiver of ,was shot to death in Memphis 
trial and offer of a plea of April 4, 1968.

nal and international tra<

guilty for “a compromise set­
tlement within an agreed 99 
years in the penitentiary.”

Judge Battle directed Ray to 
stand up. The defendant—a 
gangling figure who lurched 
into court in an almost sham­
bling lope, his face waxened 
and his sharp nose appearing 
pinched and blue—rose quietly.

“Your counsel has explained 
your rights to you and you un­
derstand them?” demanded

April 4, 1968.

the judge. Ray replied quietly, 
“Yes, sir.”

At the end of this reading 
Judge Battle ordered Ray to 
stand once more, and immedi­
ately pronounced sentence. 
The jury had agreed in advance 
to the state-defense arrange­
ment.
Denies Memphis Is To Blame
“Memphis has been blamed 

for the death of Dr. King, 
.wrongfully and iuogically,” Bat­
tie said. “Neither Dr. King nor 
the man convicted here had 
lived in Memphis. It was a co­
incidence that their orbits mere-

tonight, j

James Earl Ray

Waives Right of Appeal

, ly intersected here.”
"The judge said that the 
‘evidence against Ray had been

The judge then told Ray that, ^. "W “ “.J" W 
he had full rights to a trial in ^ TWBl’n .^ ^ ^ 

j ©ecause, altho he himself had 
,. an^ ^ 311 adverse inflicted death sentences follow- 

verdict were returned he could Sag several trials and his col-

he had full rights to a trial in

appeal thru- Tennessee courts
to the United States Supreme 
court. The judge added that by­
pleading guilty he was waiving 
these rights and the defendant 
n ed in the affirmative. | 

ou are willing to m;
ii| compromise and settle

a s-year sentence?” asked

-leagues in court also had sen­
tenced executions, there has 
been no such penalty meted 
in Tennessee since 1959, and 
“all trends in this state and 
thAout the United States a&e 
fed doing away with cspll 
pulishment.” , f

Si an interview outside 
COUrtrOOm.,JudgeRattl§S
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ack of Trial for Ray Leaves 
ey Questions Unanswered
[By the Associated Press]

James Earl Ray’s plea of 
guilty to the murder of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. put 
the lid on a court trial which 
might have aired puzzling ques­
tions about his escape from 
prison, his motive in killing 
King, and his flight from 
justice.

His imprisonment without 
the searching inquiry of a 
trial leaves these key questions 
unanswered: .

How did he pay his way? 
From the time of his escape 
from Missouri state peniten­
tiary at Jefferson City, April 
23, 1967, until his capture in 
London, June 8, 1968, he spent 
an estimated $10,000.

Fake Police Report
He had traveled to Toronto, 

Montreal, Atlanta, Birming­
ham, New Orleans, Puerto Val- 
larta in Mexico, Los Angeles, 
Memphis, Portugal, and Lon­
don. He reportedly robbed a 
Montreal house of prostitution 
of $800 and a London bank of 
about $400.

। Minutes after Dr. King was

| Had Best Vantage Point
H >w did Ray pick the rooir 

ingl house on Main street an 
how did he know that the best 
vantage point would be from 
the hallway bathroom, from 
which the fatal shot was fired? 
He had been offered a kitchen­
ette in another part of the es­
tablishment, but this would / 
have looked out to Main street, I 
away from the Lorraine site.

Oi Ray’s aliases, three were 
of rlen living in the Tore Ito
arel : Paul Bridgman, Ra) 
Sneyd, and Eric Starvo C

on 
ilt.

shot in Memphis, one police 
rac o channel was occupA.2ed
wit i devils of a fake purs lit 
of white Mustang, which j p- 
parently concentrated poBfce
of

attention away from the more 
logical and immediate routes 
of flight to adjoining Arkansas 
or Mississippi. There has been 
no public explanation of the 
coincidence that the white 
Mustang of the hoax was the 

। same kind of car Ray used.
Dr. King had previously 

stayed in the white operated 
Rivermont hotel, but he moved 

iinto the Negro-operated Lor­
raine motel on April 4, 1968, 
the. day he was slain. How did

Galt’s actual middle name is 
St. Vincent. Did someone se­
lect the names? What were the 
odds that he could randomly se­
lect such names and then find 
sufficient information to use 
them, as he did in seeking 
passports and other official doc­
uments in the names of Bridg­
man and Sneyd?

Two Unexplained Events
While in Birmingham before 

the assassination, Ray bought 
a white Mustang for $1,995 cash. 
Later, when he was in Los An­
geles on Feb. 28-29, 1968, the 
Alabama highway patrol re- 

। ceived a telephone request for 
a duplicate license for “Galt,” 
as Ray ^s known. It was sent 
to a Birmingham rooming house 
on March 1, with a request for 
25 cents fee. The quarter was 
received by the highway de­
partment on March 6. Who 
placed the call? Who sent the 
quarter?

I In an Atlanta rooming house 
before the slaying, Ray had 
departed, leaving a map which 
bd 'e his finger prints and Ind

Ray figure out the information 
bn his own, or were others jin- 
solved? I!

< Returned 1st Gun |j
Before the slaying, Ray went 

to the Aero Marine Supply com­
pany, near the Birmingham air­
port, where he first bought a 
.243 Remington rifle. He re­
turned the next day, to get a 
more powerful Remington 
Gamemaster. Why would he 
have risked making an ex­
change? Why would he have 
decided on a mote powerful 
weapon? The .243 would have 
been just as deadly, say some 
hunters.

ifter the slaying, Ray ib- 
ta tied a passport in Toro ito

Toronto has no record of send- 
in j a duplicate “Sneyd” Ibirth
cl rtificate to him. One was sent
t<|j Ray, as “Paul Bridgn in,” 
but it was returned, unreceuved. 
Without any document to show 
his identity, how was Ray able 
to get the passport in the name 
of Sneyd? <

Once he went abroad and ar­
rived in Portugal, Ray was safe 
from American law since the 
United States has no extradi­
tion agreement with Portugal 
involving capital cases. He

Ri v know for certain that Ki: lg
i ha I a room on a balcony f c­
i pq |ed to a number of positio |s 
I across a street?

ft 
hi

ir places circled on it: King's 
me, the headquarters of tie

Southern Christian Leadership 
conference, King’s church, and 
a project housing area where 
the white Moshm^was abari-1 
doned after the slaying. Did

u^per the name of Sneyd. ihe 
bureau of vital statistics U ‘in

went to London. Why?
The answers to these key 

questions might have emerged 
if] witnesses had'been cs ler, 
e1 idence had been presei ied, 
a: jd Ray had been on the s and 
for cross-examination. :

if
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Bind Conspirators! 
King Widow Pleads

Atlanta, March TO (TP)—Mrs. 
Martin Luther King Jr. said 
today that James Earl Ray’s 
plea of guilty in the slaying of 
her husband “cannot be al­
lowed to close the case, to end 
the search for the many fingers 
which helped pull the trigger.” 
Tn Washington, a spokesman 

for the department of justice 
said the investigation into the 
original allegations of a con­
spiracy is still open.

Emotional Relief for Family
Mrs. King said, however, that 

for her family, “there is a 
sense of emotional relief” in

iterated their stand that the 
death penalty for Ray would ■ 
be contrary to the moral and 
religious convictions of King. ’

the sentencing of Ray.
’or the moment, we have

bee i spared a trial which 
would compel us to relive the 
fearfully tragic events of his 
death,” she said in a statement. 
“But we realize that this is but 
a respite.”

Mrs. King said that “all con­
cerned people must press the 
state of Tennessee and the 
United States government to 
continue until all who are re­
sponsible for this crime have 
been apprehended.”

“Not until then,” she said, 
“can the conscience of the na­
tion rest.” ..............

Convinced of Plot
Earlier, the Rev. Ralph Da­

vid Abernathy, who succeeded 
King as head of the Southern 
Christian Leadership confer­
ence, said that Ray’s admission 
oj guilt strengthened his belief 
tint there was a conspiracy in 
King’s slaying.

Abernathy and Mrs. King re-

LEADERS AMAZED
Chicago civil rights leaders 

yesterday expressed amaze­
ment over James Earl Ray’s 
confession to the murder of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

“I had hoped fervently that 
it would come out in the trial 
whether he [Ray] had done it 
on his own or whether Me 
was a conspiracy,” Edwin f, 
Berry, Chicago Urban league 
executive director, said. “I feel 
that if there were any possibil­
ity of the court uncovering any 
other conspirators, then- it is a 
dereliction of duty not to do 
so.”

“It would appear that a lot 
of people did not want him in 
circulation,” Edward McClel­
lan, Chicago director of the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored Peo­
ple, said. He was commenting 
on a statement *by Ray that he 
did not agree with the theory 
that there was no evidence of a 
conspiracy, to assassinate King.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, di­
rector of Operation Bread­
basket, said he was “disturbed” 
and “a bit shaken” by RaFs 
sentencing to 99 years in 
prison. “I saw America tot ay 
exchange a $2 white boy fo|J a 
billion dollar black man.”,
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^Dubious U. S. Agencjy

Probing King 'Plot
BY JOHN BERBERS 

[A NEW YORK TIMES SPECIAL] 

WASHINGTON — The justice 
department said it is continuing 
its investigation into a possible 
conspiracy in the assassination 
of the Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Even so, high officials close 
to the case believe James Earl 
Ray acted alone and there was 
no conspiracy. .

After Ray pleaded guilty to a 
state charge of murder in 
Memphis yesterday and was 
sentenced to 99 years in prison, 
the justice department said 
thru a spokesman:

“The investigation into the 
conspiracy allegation is still 
>pen.”
It was learned thru other 

sources, however, that altho the

investigation will continue, fed­
eral officials do not have 
evidence to show that Ray was 
hired to kill King or that he 
plotted the assassination with 
anyone.

To the contrary, some 
sources say, there is reason to 
believe Ray characteristically 
acted alone. Nor is there
skepticism about the court
procedures that were followed 
in Memphis in which Ray’s
guilty plea and the sentence 
were arranged in advance. The 
justice department was notified 
in advance to what was taking
place.

“We never gave up looking 
for a conspiracy,” said me 

notofficial source, “but we did 
find any evidence.” ' 

[Copyright 1969, New York Times
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I Killed Dr. Kin
Ray Gets 99 Yrs.
ind Hints At Plot

MEMPHIS (UPI)—James Earl Ray pleade d guilty to the murder of Q
M^ftin Luther King Jr. in return for his life^Monday, but he indicated 
was not alone in the slaying of the civil rights leader.

After an hour and 55 minutes
jury of 12 men, by prearrangement, convicted
Ray and sentenced him to 99 years in prison. 1

■ asked Battle.But Ray himself announced he disagreed 
with the theory that there was no conspiracy 
to kill Dr. King. Judge W. Preston Battle 
warned that any conspirators could never rest 
easy, and the Justice Department tookyir- 
tijally its first notice of theories that I Dr. 
King’s assassination last April 4 was a con­
spiracy. L

of testimony a / v<5 tved in Dr. King’s killing. So did Foreman 
lent, convicted! prosecutor Phil M. Canale in Monday’s 
;ars in prison. 1 i‘You don’t agree with whose theories!?”

“Mr. Canale’s, Mr. Clark’s, and J. Ed^ar 
Hoover’s theories about the conspiracy,” said 
Ray. He said no more, and was asked no 
more, about a conspiracy.

Eligible For Parole At 71
Ray celebrated his 41st birthday Monday 

and he will be eligible for parole when he is

CHICAGO

CHICAGO,

SUN TIMES

ILLINOIS

he investigation into the original alleta- 71. An isolated maximum security cell was
tioiif of a conspiracy is still open,” said a 

I spokesman in Washington.
I Immediate Trial
I Ray changed his plea to guilty in return for 
the 99-year sentence and went on trial at 

I once rather than waiting until his scheduled 
I April 7 trial. His attorney, Texas trial lawyer 
Percy Foreman, evidently feared Ray might 

I be sentenced to death — even though no one 
I has been executed in Tennessee in seven 
years — if he maintained his innocence.

Ray stood up in court to say that “I can’t 
I agree with Mr. Clark.”

jlidge Battle, taken aback, asked /‘Mr.
Iwhdi?” 1

“Kamsay Clark,” the former atlbrney

ready for him at state prison in Nashville, 200
DATE:

mitts away. PAGE­
line question of a conspiracy virtually ottr- '

shallowed Ray’s conviction. I
“There have been rumors that James Elrl FOUR STAR FINAL 

Ray was a hired dupe for others to kill Ma An
E ther King,” said Canale. “We have no EDITOR: JAMES E. 
evidence that any conspiracy was involved^’

general, explained Foreman. Clark ha<

^FOREMAN SAID THAT “it took me k CHICA 
month to convince myself of this fact, whUt j
the attorney general of the_United States and 
J. Edgar Hoover of the FBI said last year, 
that there was not a conspiracy.” a
|feut Canale said, “If at any time there is 

evidence that such a conspiracy is involved, 
w| will take prompt action.” Il

ftIt has not been established at this time'

OFFICE

COL

HOGE,JR

several’times that no one but Ray was In- that there was any conspiracy,” Shid the:
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w;

Dr. artin Luther King Jr. was slain by 
rifle bullet April 4, 1968.

ids
out

time.

Ray.

a normal one.

courtroom.

consideration. Can each of you acceptf that । 
sentence?

intoned:

the investigation.
Since then there has been no official men-i

For

that I**'would be able to do anything otffer than 
save this man’s life

hi
Dr.:

judge before turning the case over to the jury.
‘This is not conclusive evidence thaff there
s no conspiracy. If there was a conspiracy,

ember of such a conspiracy can eler live
. ace or lie down to pleasant dreams be- 

। cause there is no statute of limitations in 
capital cases in this state. ’

corf piracy theories, the jury was sworn in. It
too, five witnesses an hour and 55 minute^ to
establish a case against him.

jury convicted Ray by a show of h
in the jury box and passed sentence wit

aving the courtroom.

Then, quoting from Hamlet, Judge Battle

For murder, though it hath no tongue,
will speak with most miraculous organ.

The Justice Department said it was still
working on the original warrant in the case
charging Eric Starvo Galt and a man “whom
he alleged to be his brother” conspired to kill
King. Galt turned out to be Ray and the “bro­
ther” — Ray has two — quickly faded from

tion of the possibility that more than one man
was invloved in the slaying.

an, who prides himself in hai ing lost
only qpe client to the electric chair, laid: “I
neverflexpected . . . when I entered tips case

Rjay, once nicknamed “the Mole,” fancies 
elf an escape artist. He broke |put of

Missouri state prison before he kille
King, and a detainer from Missouri awaits j 
him if he manages to serve his Tennessee

Ray, wearing the blue checked suit he has
worn for almost every appearance since his
larrest in London last June 8, appeared in the
Iheavily guarded courtroom at 9:45 a.m.

JaLknes Earl Ray said he disagreed with
theory that there was no conspiracy.

Foreman announced he was changing the
plea to guilty in return for a 99-year sentence.

Is this what you want to do?” Battle asked

Yes, I do,” Ray replied.
Ray formally waived all right to appeal or

any other legal maneuvers. But Battle said at
a press conference later that this was a
technical matter and Ray still had every right
he would have had if the conviction had been

At 9:50 a jury—which had been hearing
cases for two weeks—was brought into the

I have recommended a sentence of 99
years in the state penitentiary in Nashville, 
Canale told the jurors, two of whom are
Negroes. “We ll put on some proof foiQyour

here were murmurs of assent.
At 10:17, after Ray made his remarks about
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Doubt clouds 
Roy finale 
Dr. King’s admitted killed
voices hint of conspiracy!

Bjj Jerry Upson
Shpf Writer Ji

. I permitted to ‘cop a plea’ ofMEMPHIS - Was James X _ and ‘0
Earl Ray involved In a com- UL ^ tHal aU had (x.
plex plot to kill the Rev. Dr. |peiited would reveal a 
Martin Luther King Jr.? OrSpjraCy?” 
was he a lone gunman, impell- bulldog-visaged Judge 
ed by racism to cut down the Battle probably grazed the - - ,
famed civil rights leader? bull’s-eye when he said, “The i talked to him, I never hoped to 

Only the pallid, onetime fact was recognized soon after do anything except save his
prmboy from Quincy, y Ill., this tragic murder took place: life” CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
|mew for sure Tuesday !|s he) that there was no possible con-) «Like everybody else,”

elusion to the case which would Foreman added> he at f i r s t DATE : J /
satisfy everybody.” '

headed for a 99-year term in 
the1 Tennessee State Prisoniat 
Nashville.

Defense attorney Percy 
Foreman said Ray acted alone.

State prosecutors and। 
Crininal Court Judge (?W.
Pr| 
evi

ston Battle said there ifc no 
ience of a conspiracy.

But, the question remamed,; 
taunting the nation.

And it became more tor­
menting when Ray, in? court, 
volunteered, “I don’t /agree” 
^ the theory that there was 
!® Ispiracy.” « 
^SL . r 
$03 PORTERS of the Nobel 
294 inning King said! the 

mts leader was thavic- 
:j racist plot condoned

by white society.
Others demanded to kno’ 

ie very least, “Why was

ison

:on

Ray pleaded guilty here 
Monday to the slaying, and 
feattie assessed the 99-dear 
(term after a perfunctory hear- 
mg before a jury of 12 men,; 
two of them Negro. 4 j

Tennessee law permits guilty | 
pleas in murder cases, unlike I 
Illinois, but the state is re- i 
quired to present its evidence 
to a jury, which then confirms 
verdict and sentence.

THE PLEA and 99-year term 
wafe agreed to last week by 

. Foreman and State AttyfiGen. 
Phil M. Canale after weiiks of 
delicate negotiations. I

Ray must serve 33 ^ears R^, pointing out the likelihood 
before he’s eligible for a paroleqf a severe sentence if he were

nearing. Under a life sentence, 
he would be eligible for a hear­
ing after only 12^ years.
^Foreman told reporters that 
when he entered the case ijjst 
November, after Ray fired 
Birmingham attorney Arthur 
Hanes Sr.:

“From the very first day I

Like everybody e 1 se

ilieved “all this crap (about 
msipracy) was true,” ut 
ion found he could ver tty 
)ne of it. Il

FOREMAN said that “within 
30 minutes” after Shelby Coun­
ty public defender Hugh M. 
Stanton Sr. was appointed co­
counsel in December, Stanton 
started talking about a guilty 
plea. j

“I authorized him to explore 
it, and he told me two or three 
weeks later that he thought it 
could be done and I started to ' 
explore it,” Foreman laid.

Foreman said he’d miso 
discussed the situation frith ।
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im

tn um

J'We’re satisfied he had «suf-i ^^ he a lone gunman? 
fipient means of income to

theories of Mr. Clark. I mean | conspiracy

in
led

whit
the

to it
o in

old
ant
the

R
pie

ast.

see snore

10,” he

nessee

security or lie down to pleasant 
dreams.”

At least, not as long as Ray 
lives.

when

WHILE 40 newsmen and

voi

THO

building.

time

ori* of the parties might back ; murder?»
out.

Throughout his tenure as Replied Ray. “Yes, sir.

meant
stories he could sell.

Feb. 21

ASKED FOR a motive if

the
He was concerne that ien

ger.
He’;

me in stories. He didn’

convicted.
Finally, Ray, in a litter, 

aphorized him to seek a heal, 
! foreman said, and he se the

wheels in motion. Canale said
he was. first approached on

H RAY appare.. itly 
had agreed to forgo a full-scale
trjfl, Foreman conceded ^here ।this case because you 

Dr. Martin Luther King underw|re “difficulties” right

Ray s lawyer, the bear-sized
Texan said, he never discussed 
the slaying directly. “I never I
asked Ray that question,” he |
said, when asked if Ray had1
told him he had pulled the trig- i

"I STILL THINK it was a

day’s hearing.
Asked why his brother

conspiracy, said Ray’s; n ki,n thp pnWpn pnnqp brother, Jerry Ray, after Mon-1 j.ave‘-voice?“ttor4y saidP

j , after the jury was sworn in,
| t0 the Plea, he replied, canale’s lieutenants offered a 
I They were gonna bum him • st chain of evrdence link. 

Foreman said it took him ; ta R t0 ^ slayJng.
"about 30 days” to reach the
conclusion long held by Canale
and his prosecutors that Ra
was a Ione killer.

He added in his opening, . ... . ,from a second-floor bathestatement to the jury that, as
long ago as last July, FBI chief
J. Edgar Hoover and former
U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark
had said the same thing — no
conspiracy.

But Foreman had barely sat
down in Battle’s postage­
stamp-size courtroom
Ray himself raised the first
murmur of doubts again, when
he asked Battle for permis­
sion to speak.

two dozen spectators, including
Ray Y/ brothers John and
heldltheir collective
Ray I said in a barely

I don’t exactly acc

on the conspiracy thing. I fpon t
to add something owari

i I haven’t agreed

Battle very carefully asked
a key question, vital to the

e you pleading guiltj to
murler in the first degr

such circumtances that would
make you legally guilt of

Make me guilty on that.

FOREMAN LATER told
reporters that Ray had said
that only to keep the con­
spiracy notion alive; that it

money to him for

s got a goddam

In a two-hour presentation

King was felled April 4 by a
single bullet as he stood on the
balcony of the Lorraine Motel
The shot was believed fired

window or a rooming hq|ise 
overlooking the motel.

Genk James (tbout to swing in the ^her 
B^ley told how thn state ,direction.
cot d place Ray in th| bath-1 ; “You’re going to 
roq n when the shot wa^ fired, I electrocutions in the 
of finding the fatal rifle and than in the past

next yegr

numerous belongings traced to 1 said
Ray in a package outside the

AS IF anticipating an outcry,
Battle said after sentencing
Ray that the prosecution “at

lacks enough
dence to make any con-
acy mdictments.
t he added significa|ptly:

"This is not conclusive
evidence that there w

this defendant was a
mber of a conspiracy,’ no

ber of such conspire!
can ever live in peace |r

Canale later stressed that
every effort” had been bent

to track down a conspiracy, 
with staff members traveling 
thousands of miles domestical­
ly and abroad.

As far as having any proof 
that King was the victim of a
conspiracy ... we have none,
Canale said.

Ray were a lone killer, Canale
replied: “I think race had a lot
to do with it. He was a racist James Earl Ray

the life he was leading wit tout 
biting paid to kill King,he
added. He did not elaborate.

ANOTHER reason he sought
a guilty plea, said Foreman,
who claims he’s lost only one
client to the executioner in
1,000 murder cases, is that he
fears a resurgence of capital
punishment.

Despite the long trend away 
from it—no executions in Ten-

since 1960—Foreman
said he saw the pen
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It was learned thru other

anyone.
some

ttle
by

and toilet

UXlMUMS^MAiCTWM jryumii . . ■ ,

kay Odvfd to Nashville Prisoji
[CHICAGO’S AMERICAN Wire -Services]

NASHVILLE — James Earl
. Ray, admitted assassin of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., today
was transferred from Memphis 
to the state penitentiary here.

Ray, sentenced to 99 years 
in prison, was driven the 200 
miles from the Shelby county 
jail in Memphis.

As Ray passed thru a line
reporters and photographers 
the lobby of the pri. _ he
empted to hide his fa^e be

h(hd his handcuffed han^s. He 
made no comment.u» - - I sources say, there is reason to

7 ?e ^^ m ^a3?mu?a believe Ray characteristically 
security for a month, to six1 ■
weeks until his classification
is completed.

Pffole for 30 years^ under
nnessee law.

t alone in a cell sa
lariker than most—about
lOjfeet. The only furnis
are a bed, chair, wash basin,

It will be “kind of a quar­
antine until we get all the data 
in his records and determine
under what type security he 
should be held and where he
should work,” Russell said.

In Memphis he was kept 
under constant surveillance by 
closed-circuit television in a;
continuously-lit cell.

In Washington, the justice de- 
partinent said it is continuing 
its investigation into a possible 
conspiracy in the assassination 
of Dr. King. Even so, higWlof- 
___ close to the case bel tve 
Ra^lacted alone and there pas
ficia

no /ponspiracy. ।
er Ray was sentenced in I

an: !
Menphis the justice dfart-| 
me it said thru a spokes 

‘([The investigation inti the i
conspiracy allegation is still

sources, however, that altho the
investigation will continue, fed­
eral officials do not have
evidence to show that Ray was
hired to kill King or that he
plotted the assassination with

To the contrary

acted alone. Nor is there skep-
ticism about the court proce-
dures that were followed in

!ve never gave up loc ung 
for. a conspiracy,” said one 
offiiial source, “blit we did not 
fincT - -

a conspiracy, ” said one

any evidence.”
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Mystery remains

u Was Way a part
of plot on King?

(that there was no possible) con- a (brief trial before he was se
By Jerry Lipson cljsion to the case which would teheed by the jury of 12 meg

sen- Birmingham attorney Arthur
Hanes Sr.: _

Staff Writer satisfy everybody.” them Negroes.

MEMPHIS - Was James THE JUSTICE Department
[[Tennessee law permits guj

Earl Ray involved in a com- said the FBI still is investiga- 
plex plot to kill the Rev. Dr. tion the possibility of a con- 
Martin Luther King Jr.? Or spiracy.
was he a lone gunman, impell- Ray’s brother, Jerry, said “I

I still think it was a con-ed by racism to cut down the 
famed civil rights leader?

No one knew for sure, except 
the pallid onetime farmboy 
from Quincy — and anyone 
with whom he may have con­
spired.

Ray Tuesday began serving 
a 99-year term in an isolated,
.heavily guarded cell at the 
I ennessee State Prise i at 
I ashville.
^Defense attorney P :rcy 
Foreman said Ray acted alone.

State prosecutors and 
Criminal Court Judge W. 
Preston Battle said there is no 
evidence of a conspiracy.

But, the question remained, 
taunting the nation.

And it became more tor­
menting when Ray, in court,
volunteered, “I don’t agree’

ty 
kepleas in murder cases, uh 

Illinois,’ but the state is re­
quired to present its evidence 
to a jury, which then confirms .1 
verdict and sentence.

spiracy.”
Asked why his brother 

agreed to plead guilty, Jerry 
Ray replied: n

“Tlfey were gonna barn ■

During Monday’s dramatic 
heading in the Memphis hour-1 
trooln, when James Ray bead­
ed guilty and agreed to V 99- 
year*prison term, he tola the 
court:

“I don’t exactly accept the 
theories of Mr. Clark (former 
U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsey 
Clark). I mean on the con­
spiracy thing. I don’t want to 
add something onto it which I 
haven’t agreed to in the past.

FOREMAN later told The; 
Daily News that Ray had said !

THE PLEA and 99-year term , 
was agreed to last week by 
Foreman and Shelby County ; 
Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale after | 
weeks of delicate negotiations, i

Ray must serve 33 years • 
before he’s eligible for a parole 
hearing. Under a life sentence, 
h&.would be eligible for a hear­
ing after only 12% years, f

Foreman told reporters What 
wl|n he entered the case last 
November, after Ray fired

___ I, Z ^ ;” that only to keep the con-1 
with the theory that there was spiracy notion alive in order to i 
no conspiracy.” make money selling stories. [

SUPPORTERS of the Nobel 
Prize-winning King said the 
civil rights leader was the vic­
tim of a racist plot condoned 
by-white society.

Others demanded to know, at 
the very least, “Why was Ray 
permitted to ‘cop a plea’ of 
guilty — and go to prison 
without the trial all had ex­
pected would reveal a con­
spiracy?” /

The Ibulldog-visaged |Judge 
Battle ./probably grazed the 
bull’s-^ye when he said, “The 
fact was recognized soon after 
this tragic murder tookplace

“He’s got a gold mine in J 
stories. He didn’t want to kill i 
the golden goose,” the gravel­
voiced attorney said. •

“From the very first day 11 
talked to him. I never hoped to ! 
do anything except to save his I 
life,” Foreman said.

“Like everyone else, he I 
(Ray) at first believed all this ; 
talk (about conspiracy) was I 
true,but soon found oil: he ! 
could Lerify none of it, th| at- i 
tornej said. I .

After Ray pleaded guilty he 
underwent the formality of

tai 
do

From the very first 
Led to him, I never ho

lay I 
led to

anything except sale his
life.”

“Like everybody else,”: 
Foreman added, he at first 
believed “all this talk (about 
conspiracy) was true,” but 
soon found he could verify 
none of it.

FOREMAN said that “within 
30 minutes” after Shelby Coun­
ty public defender Hugh M. 
Stanton Sr. was appointed .co­
counsel in December, Stai ton 
started talking about a gt Ity 
lrea’
I “I authorized him to explore 

and he told me two or three
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as no

A

as

as

added. He did not elaborate

A

conspiracy. ,
If this defendant w

out. <
Th oughout his tenuite

ASKED FOR a motive if

d to
aid.

dreams.

lives.

Canale said.

Feb. 21.

end. He was concerned that

The shot was believed fired
from a second-floor bathoom

l Ray in a package outside the 
I building.

he

spiracy indictments.
Bu he added significantly:

Ray’
Texa
the s never

he

Foremant xplore it,

as a

Yfeeks later that he thought it
mid be done and I start

IJl Foreman said he’d .]also
“Thif is not conclusive
evid/lnce that there v

discussed the situation with
Ray, pointing out the likelihood
of a death sentence if he were member of a conspiracy, no
convicted.

Finally, Ray, in a letter
authorized him to seek a deal,
Foreman said, and he set the
wheels in motion. Canale said
he was first approached on

■ THOUGH RAY apparently
.had agreed to forgo a full-scale
trial, Foreman conceded there
were “difficulties ’ right to the

one of the parties might back

lawyer, the bear sized
said, he never discussed

aying directly.
ed Ray that question,

sab , when asked if Ray had

member of such conspiracy I
can ever live m peace or
security or lie down to pleasant

At least, not as long as Ray

Canale later stressed that
every effort” had been bent

to track down a conspiracy,
with staff members traveling
thousands of miles domestical­
ly and abroad.

As far as having any proof
that King was the victim of a
conspiracy ... we have none,

Ray were a lone killer, Canale

to dd with it. He was a r< ist.
e re satisfied he ha suf- .^

tolq him he had pulled thfe trig- ' fide; t means of income t ] lead
ger. i the lite he was leading without 

Foreman said in h’s opening ! being paid to kill King,
statement to the jury that, as
long ago as last July, FBI chief
J. Edgar Hoover and former
U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark
had said the same thing — no
conspiracy.

In a two-hour presentation
after the jury was sworn in,
Canale’s lieutenants offered a
strong chain of evidence link­
ing Ray to the slaying.

King was felled April 4 by a
single bullet as he stood on the
balcony of the Lorraine Motel.

window of a rooming house
overlooking the motel.

Deputy Atty. Gen. James
Beasley told how the state
could place Ray in the bath­
room when the shot was fired,
of finding the fatal nfle and
numerous belongings traced to

IF anticipatmg an outt ry
I Batd > said after sentenc ng 
I Rayfeat the prosecution rat
this time’” lacks enough
evidence to make any coh

japhers
Tuesday as he is led to a maximum security cell in iennes-
James Earl Ray tries to hide his face from phot

see State Prison at Nashville. (AP)
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Killer’s actions and travels

Questions-xmanswered in

I y Associated Press 
James Earl Ray’s plei

member of positions acroi sal 
of sti eet?

giilty to the murder of ; Dr.

jadership Conference, King’s 
lurch and a project housing 
•ea where the white Mustang 
as abandoned after the ^slay-

How did Ray pick the r[om- 
Martin Luther King Jr. put the 'J house on Main St. and how „r -—.——___  ....
lid on a court trial that might I did he know that the best van-1 ing. Did Ray figure out the in-

decided on a more powerful 
/eapon? The .243 would have 

| een just as deadly, say sol he 
wunters. •

have aired puzzling questions 
about his escape from prison, 
his motive in killing King and 
his flight from justice.

His imprisonment without 
the searching inquiry of a trial 
leaves these key questions 
unanswered:

How did he pay his way? 
From the time of his escape

tage point would be from the formation on his own, or were 
hallway bathroom, from which | others involved?
the fatal shot was fired? He 
had been offered a 'kitchenette 
in another part of the 
establishment, but- this would

AFTER THE slaying, Ray 
J obtained a passport in Toronto

Before the slaying, Ray went- under the name of Sneyd. The
to the Aero Marine Supply Co.,

frfjm Missouri State 'eni-

have
away

OF
were

looked out to Main St., 
from the Lorraine site.

RAY’S aliases, three 
of men living in the

near the Birmingham airport, 
where he first bought a .243 
Remington rifle. He returned 
the next day, to get a more

o we rrul
(

Remington 
amemaster. Why woulJl he

tintiary at Jefferson ’ hty, 
April 23, 1967, until his capture 
i# London, June 8, 1968, he 
spent an estimated $10,000.

Toronto area: Paul Bridgman, 
Ramon Sneyd and Eric Starve

bureau of vital statistics in 
Toronto has no record of send­
ing, a duplicate “Sneyd” birth 
cemfcate to him. One was 
se# to Ray, as “P ul 
Bregman,” but it was ret Irn- 
ed; unreceived. Without j>ny1 ave rished making an lex- ,____ . . ,

Aange? Why would he 1M dm“‘ t0 show hls ■d“‘>‘y

Galt. Galt’s actual middle
name is St. Vincent.

Did someone select the
HE HAD traveled to Toron- names? What were the odds 

- - -1 - Birm- that he could randomly selectto, Montreal, Atlanta,
ingham, New Orleans, Puerto
Vallarta in Mexico, Los
Angeles, Memphis, Portugal 
and London. He reportedly 
robbed a Montreal house of 
prostitution of $800 and a Lon­
don bank of about $400.

Minutes after King was shot 
in Memphis, one police radio 
channel was occupied with de­
tails of a fake pursuit of a 
white Mustang, which jap-

such names and then find suf­
ficient information to use 
them, as he did in seeking 
passports and other official 
documents in the names of 
Bridgman and Sneyd?

the
a

CHICAGO DAILY NEWS

While in Birmingham before 
2 Assassination, Ray bi light

CHICACO, ILLINOIS

cash

ssassination, Ray bi
lite Mustang for $ ,995 DATE .

pai 
att

mtly concentrated pd
ntion away from the n

ice 
ore

Law, when he was Aos 
Angeljs on Feb. 28-29, 1968, the i
Alabina highway patrol rec eiv- 
ed ajl telephone request ffe a

logical and immediate rimes duplicate license for Galt as i
- IL. _ _ Pov tnac Vnnwn utoo rani tn !of night to adjoining Arkansas 

of Mississippi. There has been
Ray was known. It was sent to !
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no public explanation o: the ; 
coincidence that the white
Mustang of the hoax was the 
same kind of car Ray used.

KING HAD previously 
stayed in the white- 
operated Rivermont Hotel, but 
he ll moved into the Negro- 
opelated Lorraine Motel# on 
Apq| 4, 1968, the day he was 1 
slain. How did Ray know; for 1 
certain that King had a room ' 
on a balcony exposed to a

a Birmingham rooming house 5 
on March 1, with a request for ■ 
25 cents fee. The quarter was I 
received by the h i g h w ay;

| department on March 6. Who; 
placed the call? Who sent the 
quarter?

' IN AN ATLANTA rooming I 
house before the slaying, Ray! 
had, departed, leaving a map 
tha| bore his finger prints |nd 
had|four places circled on Hit: 
Kin^s home, the headquarfrs 
of the Southern Christian

CHICAGO OFFICE
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how was Ray able to get me
passport in the name of
Sndyd?

Gnce he went abroad and ar­
rived in Portugal, Ray was 
safe from American law since 
the United States has no ex­
tradition agreement with Por­
tugal involving capital cases. 
He went to London. Why?

The answers to these key 
Questions might have emerged

witnesses had been c tiled
<lvidence had been presi nted 
and Ray had been on the land 
for cross-examination.
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PUBLIC WAW 
DEEPER PROBE g

Ray is doing his part in keep-
ig the idea , of the broad jplot 
shindthe murder alive,” said

|one observer. “It could be ;hat
le is reminding anyone pho

inations of Ray when he was a I other was in the tracing of his 
^prisoner for four years in the funds, spent over a period of 
Missouri penitentiary, frying 11 Ihohths during which the 

' trail! seemed to coincide ntoo

OF KING DEATH

might have been behindL the 
killing that M 'always could 
spent out Ja the t future ” said 
anqber. *Tfefhas insist! i froip 
the ! beginning that he J was a

' Ray’s Confession
No Satisfaction

BY WAYNE THOMIS I
^ [Chicago Tribune Press Service] 

h Nashville, March 11 — James 
Eirl Ray, confessed assassin 
0(1 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
tonight is in an 8-by-10-foot de­
tention cell in the state peni­
tentiary here, beginning the 99- 
year compromise sentence im­
posed at Memphis yesterday. \

Altho Ray’s status is estab­
lished — by the quick trial in 
which he pleaded guilty to first 
degree murder in a deal for 
the “less than death” punish­
ment — there was no letup in 
the national outcry for a full 
and complete disclosure of 

। what is regarded here and' 
abroad as a complex murder 
conspiracy. i

Several Interpretations
Authorities have done little 

to discourage this belief, and 
Ray, in court yesterday, jump­
ed to his feet at one point to

dupl^ or unwitting agent* in the 
affair, and this helps keep that 
story in the news,” said a third.

Judge Battle consulted with 
representatives of the Ameri­
can Bar association and with 
federal attorneys before accept­
ing Ray’s plea of guilty. It was 
offered for the first time by 
Atty. Percy Foreman, Rhy’s 
counsel, on Feb. 28, it was dis-1 
closed yesterday. Judge Battle 
said in a statement at the close 
of the Memphis trial:

“From the beginning it has 
been recognized here that no 
possible solution to the Ray 
indictment for murder would

a 20-year sentence for larmed 
robbery. He was a small|timer,: 
as a criminal, these Studies 
showed.

But most important, in the 
currently national scene, was 
the analysis that the physi­
cians and doctors made of his 
character. Ray has no psy­
chotic quirks that suggest in­
sanity. Instead, they said, he is 
a hard-core criminal with mo­
tivations that stem only from 
desire for financial rewards 
without real labor.

often! to be coincidence!-with 
the travels of Dr. King.|l

Made RepeatedTripi
Repeatedly Ray made auto 

trips in his white Mustang car 
from the Atlanta area where 
he kept a series of hideouts in 
the years 1967-68 to the Los 
Angeles area. Also charts and 
maps of Atlanta, found in one 
of Ray’s rooms, had inked 
circles around Dr. King’s 
home, and .around the head­
quarters of the Southern Christ-

ki

“Gun for Hire” 
In other Words Ray is i 
ler, a bigot, a robbei 
ref because of insanity, 1

ian Leadership confer­
ence, which Dr. King headed 

at a there.
or 

tent
ri or developed. Instead he is a 
| jold and calculating “gun for 
j lire.” |
li In the face of these probab i- 
ties —and no one in the case

satisfy all groups. It was neces- now is willing to rule out 
sary for this court to proceed,
with consultations, along lines 
which scrupulously follow the 
law and directives of the Su­
preme court and dictates of the 
court’s own conscience.”

This prediction by the judge
already has been borneTout by

possibility of conspiracy—there 
nevertheless was nothing that 
was to be offered during Ray’s 
trial along these lines, accord­
ing to State Atty. Gen. Phil 
Canale, on whose shoulders the 
responsibility lay.

In an interview after Ray’s,^ • r ki 4. „_j___ • " , in «n interview alter nay seditorial blasts condemning septencing Canale said there 
Temessa authorities br not. ' ^ areaMlj!ere
f<?j. C^.^ xu ™ ®l ^absolute certainties wereick- 
“biknging into the open the! L» One of these relate to

in

sti 
U 
se

brm Judge W. Preston Bat­
that he “disagreed”^ with 

I tements made by firmer
ited States Atty. Gen. am- 

Soo-^ark and J. Edgar i 
verrphief of the Federal bureau : 
r of Investigation, who sai|a tney 

“dll not believe the Kii|g kill- 
1 ing was carried out by con­

spirators.” .
This action was interpreted 

I in several ways by both at­
I tomeys and investigative ex­
I perts who heard it.
I [In his suburban Washington 
I home, Clark declared tonighi 
I that he had never said flatly 

was no conspiracy intheir* ---- - ■ .
vol led in the murder ®f Dr 
Kii b. Ha said he had W^tstec

that he knew of io evion^ — . a
I dence of a conspiracy.^

details of what undoubtedly । 
constituted a conspiracy.”

But gathering of solid legal 
evidence of such plots and con­
sortiums is another matter. 
Shelby county and federal at-1 
torneys, who assisted them in | 
gathering and preparing the 
case against Ray, told Judge 
Battle before trial, and repeat- i 
ed themselves publicly after-; 
ward, that “not enough was 
brought out to justify presents-! 
tion of conspiracy charges to a • 
grand jury.” '

300 Witnesses Interviewed I
More than 300 witnesses in 

the United States, Canada, Por­
tugal, and Britain were inter­
viewed, and more than 80 had 
been subpenaed for the Ray 
trial. None of these persons had 
a tangible fact to support the 
conspiracy angle, it was stated, 
j There is a great deal If eyi- 
d aice seemingly to Rapport 
q inspiracy suspicions. Aistrong

g- One of these relate
motive for Ray’s ac

to

' With reference to funds, the i 
; FBI once computed that Ray 
i had spent almost $25,000 for 

equipment, t r a v e 1, lodgings 
and schools in which hdl en­
roll ed—one for a dancing c asS, 
the other a bartending cl ss— 
while he was a fugitivejjand 
prior to Dr. King’sassassina- 
tion.

“We know now,” Canale said 
yesterday, “that Ray was in­
volved in at least two holdups^ 
in Montreal, Canada, and of a 
bank, in England, after Dr. 
King’s death. We think he 
might have been involved in a 
stickup of a small Illinois bank, 

he got out of Tthe 
Misiburi penitentiary. Il

tWere were no conspiracy. The i —
t ^jo we know that he lad 

“ । accu pula ted quite a sum wqjk-
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No Complete Solution
part of it has been the psychi­
atric and psychological exam­
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rm-

s in
ith-

jng m the penitentiary laundry 
1 am talkmcr nf aknnt Um ».«talking of about $2,300 

had been sent out of if
R presumably was ava 
;?. ^er his escap, 
this^oney, as well as wv VUUI 
wS ^ ?^y accounts for the! 
Kind of living which Ray did 

n° he Preferred hole-in} 
the f-wall rooming houses .and
m<|tels.”
| is proven that Rayjjhad 

a safe-deposit box in a
ingham, Ala:, bank. Froih it
he took $2,000 in cash to pur­
chase his ' M u s t a n g [j
$1,995] on Aug. 30, 1967.

Canale is not so open in dis-
cussing the motive which he
would have presented to a jury 
if Ray had gone to trial. “This
was mainly racist,” Canale said
after Ray’s sentencing.

Judge Battle will rule on
April 11, on contempt of court 
citations against two Memphis

. spaper men and four o _ 
involved in “pre-trial viola tons 
o| publicity rules” laid c pwn 
bv.him. He said his decisioi

ers

th^se matters “still were
in the bosom of the court.

Reaches Prison
ijames Earl Ray, confessed slayer of Dr. Martin Luther King, is 

searched as he arrives at Tennessee penitentiary in Nashville.
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Way’s Nontrial
ABR 

l&l Ray,
ABRUPT, pre-arranged end to the trial of JJames 
D"”, with Ray pleading guilty to the murder of Dr.

Martin Luther King and being sentenced all within 2^ hours, 
undoubtedly represented a great saving of time. But it was
a great loss in every other respect. Aside from legally settling
the issue of Ray’s guilt, this substitution of a deal for a trial
raises questions instead of answering them—questions like

What was the big hurry?
The issue of whether Ray did in fact shoot Dr. King in

Memphis was the main one only as far as his trial as an
I individual was concerned. Of wider importance is the ques­
tion of whether Ray acted alone or was part of a conspiracy 
to kill the civil rights leader.

We have seen no evidence of such a conspiracy, and are
quite willing to believe that none existed. The point is that
this question has been summarily shuffled aside, not answered.
Instead of a trial, which would have subjected all the evidence
to a thorogoing test in public, we have a hearty assurance 
from [the prosecutors and Ray’s attorneys that everything’s
all r^ght — they re convmced, so we don t have 70 worry
about it.

That was not the pomt of this trial, or of any trial under
lour system of jurisprudence. If we were prepared to take
| the experts’ assurances for everything there would be no need
for public trials at all.

As it is, the American public is left guessing about Ques­
tions such as these: Where did Ray, after escape from Mis­
souri state penitentiary a year before the murder, get the
money to travel as widely as he did—to several cities in the
United States and to Canada, Mexico, Portugal, and England? 
What is the explanation for the fake broadcast on police
radios just after the shooting, that seems to have diverted
police attention away from the escape route Ray used? How
did he choose as aliases the names of actual persons, and
collect information about them to use in obtaining passports
and other official documents? What did Ray mean with his
obscure statement in court, to the effect that people who
believed there was no conspiracy were wrong?

Memphis’ Criminal court Judge W. Preston* Battle
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

lear, the 99-year sentence for Ray by no means settles
no member ofuestions; if there was a conspiracy, 

(lever live in peace and security.” But in a caseiof such
towering importance as Dr. King’s murder, this use of a trial । 
for bargaining purposes was extremely ill-conceived.
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See editorial, page 17
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Ray Headlines, Touched SensiiivetNerye « . ; , l a

emphis Isn't Off the Hook Yet
BY ANTHONY BURTON

. THE MOTIVES oftheprosiecution and judge in being 
I concerned about the image of Memphis are more easily dis­

' cer led. ' ■ " - ■ ; '
A NEW YORK DAILY NEWS SPECIAL | Swift disposal of the case gets Memphis out of 

MEMPHIS—Among the millions of words written about lines it would pave occupied for weeks if the case ^adgone
#he Assassination of Martin Luther King Jr., there were three to trial.

Also, there was concern that a protracted trial might havewhich really agitated the people of Memphis.
A news magazine referred to the Mississippi river city 

decayingrivertown.” Local editorial writers thundered 
protests. Judge W. Preston Battle, after sentencing James 

y Earl Ray to 99 years for the murder of King, could not re 
sist a reference to the nagging words.

He recalled Winston Churchill’s reply when Germany m

churned up racial tensions

^w doubt the officials

me int well. The troublJ is
tha if people are to believj in 
conspiracies among the wick-

a chicken.
World War II threatened to ring Britain’s neck as if she were
_ ______ Some chicken, some neck, Churchill growled. ed, it’s not much, of a step to

Battle said, “Some river, some town”—the last words s^art believing conspiracies 
said in court before Ray was hustled off to a lifetime of are POS^ble among the just.
imprisonment. It was doubtful if the judge would have the
last word, however.

HE SEEMED TO THINK that the disposal of Ray had
finally lifted from his town the cloud that settled over ithwith
the//killing of King.

vidently, it did not occur to the chubby, courtly jurist,;
or ^o the prosecution, that the swift settlement of the^case 
with a guilty plea and an agreed-to sentence, might J eave

tpe .public with the impression that the case had been (lealt
in clandestine fashion.

I did not matter that 90 per cent of criminal cases in
Tennessee are dealt with in a similar way. It did not matter 
that the sentencing, of Ray in no way blocks the indictment 
of co-conspirators if any are found. To the public there will
always be something suspicious about the rush to judgment.

BATTLE TOLD THE COURT it was decided to handle
Ray’s case as a routine prosecution.

At best, this appeared to be naive. The case was not an
ordinary one and no magic could transform it mto one. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

When defense attorney Percy Foreman suggested the deal
in which Ray would plead guilty, the prosecution and judge

without lifting an eyebrow, just as they might have
in any other case.
ow, questions are being asked about Ray’s .motiv^J if
as no conspiracy. There are questions about the mot^es

of others involved in the case.

WHY DID FOREMAN agree to the 99-year sentence? 
Solely to saving Ray from the electric chair? No killer has 
gone to the chair in Tennessee for years.
; . And there was always the chance he could have left 
enough doubt in the jury’s mind to have freed Ray completely 
^W&iW defender, Arthur Hanes, had left the case 
^jmoskei thernto^ for the sale of Ray’fl story

to Whor William Bradford Huie.
, Tpreman is noted t(^ willingness to take,"dfptbiQg 

■fjpm jewelry to a car in payment, but Ray had nothing left?
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the state
vs. Ray

King conspiracy
theory riddled

By] Jerry Lipson
Staff Writer '■

MEMPHIS — If he had pleaded innocent, 
prosecutors were prepared to prove con­
clusively that James Earl Ray fired the shot 
that killed the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

Close analysis of a partial transcript of 
Monday’s hearing erased any doubt that Rar

m^ have been a decoy to lay a false trail a 
many had earlier believed.

It showed that the shambling, dark-haired 
escaped convict left a trail of clues that could 
have led him to the electirc chair.

ALTHOUGH IT doesn’t ease suspicions that
Ray may have had accomplices, 
traiftcript knocks down several props usi

the 
to

support conspiracy theories — such as ie
“Convenient” discovery of the death weapon.

The 5,950-word statement, presented in ' 
court by Deputy Atty. Gen. James Beasley, 
contained the facts of the case as agreed to 
by prosecutors and Ray’s attorney, Percy 
Fo

It lames 51 persons Beasley said would lii  
Ray^to the fatal rifle and put him in

I rooming house bathroom where the shot was 
fired — and when

THIS IS THE picture it draws: £
Hi: white Mustang parked on the Street 

belo”, Ray n April 4, 1968, checked intji the 
seedy flophouse overlooking the Lorraine 
Motel about 3 p.m. and took a rear room
with a view of the motel. CHICAGO DAILY NEWS
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THe went out and returned about 4 p.m. after ■ 
bJ /ing a pair of binoculars at the York Arms; 
c3 , a mile away. -

two hours later, Ray was dashing wildlyli 
down the front stairs, a parcel loosely 
wrapped in a green spread under his arm, 
while Dr. King lay dying on the motel bal­
cony.

Ray had planned to dump everything in the 
car, but by the time he hit the street, it was 
swarming with police. He panicked momen­
tarily.

SPOTTING THE shadowy doorway to the 
Canipe Amusement Co. next door, and think­
ing it was closed, he dropped his bundle and 
sprinted for the car .

It was a mistake. Owner Guy W. Canipe 
and two customers were inside. They heard 
the package fall and, attracted by the thud, 
saw “the back of a white man” going away.

The package contained a rifle and 
telescopic sight, clothing, binoculars and 
several beer cans, all with plenty of finger- . 
prints.

Two prints, a thumb on the rifle stock ,and 
a finger on its telescopic sight, were of “suffi­
cient clarity” for identification, the transcript 
said.

IN THE ROOMING house, Ray had left 
prints all over the bathroom and the room he 
had occupied, 5-B. ,

Police talked to another roomer, Charles

Quitman Stephens, who had “heard footsteps” 
from Ray’s room next door “into the 
bathroom.”

“At approximately 6 p.m., Mr. Stephens 
heard a shot coming apparently from the 
bathroom. He then got up and went . . out 
into the corridor to see the left profile of Ray 
as he turned into the hall leading to the front 
stairs

In the bathroom, police found fresh mark­
ings on the window sill and “proof would show 
. . . that the markings on this sill were consis­
tent with the machine markings” on the bar­
rel of the rifle found downstairs.

The weapon was traced to the Aero Marine 
Sporting Goods Co. in Birmingham, Ala., 
where clerks said it had been bought on 
March 30, along with a rifle telescope.

BEASLEY said witnesses would identify 
Ray as the man who, under the name of Har­
vey Lowmeyer, exchanged the rifle for a 
smaller one bought the day before. '

Easley later said Ray, after buying th; 
firl weapc#, had called the store saying “hi; 
briber” wanted a different rifle, and r) ■ 
questing the exchange. .

It was this reference to a mysterious 
brother, he added, that led the FBI to issue
its 
sh

first conspiracy warrant shortly after the
oting. .

MEANWHILE, a white Mustang four 1
abandoned in Atlanta yielded more clues *- 
sheets, clothing, maps of Mexico, Birm-

ingham, Los Angeles and Atlanta, a Polaroid 
camera case, and a 1967 license plate!

The plate checked out to William 1. 
laisley, who, the transcript said, wot<|d 
testify that Ray bought the car using the 
name of Eric S. Galt.

The maps, containing the “handwritten 
name of Eric S. Galt,” revealed fingerprints 
similar to those on the rifle.

Sweepings of the car turned up hair parti­
cles matching those taken from the bundle 
found outside Canipes’ store.

Other witnesses, the transcript said, would 
identify Ray as the man who under the names 
c f Galt, Pau) Bridgeman and Ramon George 
S neyd, turned up in Montreal, Toronto, Lan­
yon and Lisbon.

THE TRANSCRIPT does not say how Kay 
managed to elude police for 13 months after 
escaping from the Missouri State Prison in 
May, 1967—possibly his longest period of 
freedom since leaving the Army in 1949.

Nor does it offer any clues as to how, or 
where, Ray obtained the money to buy the 
car, rifle, binoculars, air fare to London, or 
the know-how of obtaining a passport.

But it leaves no doubt that Ray left so many 
clues behind he might as well have identified 
himself immediately as the assassin.

THE STATE is not saying categorically mat 
Ray was a lone killer, only that they have 
lieen unable to unearth any evidence thay he 
^vas either helped or hired.
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Secrets Of King's Slaying 
Go With Ray Into Prison

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UPI) — - Wearing Plot Angle Under Probe
tains and true to the code of silence of a. _ si . ^*e U-S- Justice Department, which
mvict, James Earl Ray took into Tennessee hat said it believed the April 4 1968 killin 

r- Dd King was the act of one man, discllied 
for the first time Monday that it is looking in­
to the possibility of a conspiracy. It refused to 
say what evidence—if any—it has of a plot. 

Ray made three breaks from the Missouri 
State Prison, where he was serving 20 years 
for armed robbery, before he finally escaped 
a yeurbefore Dr. King was killed.

Despite his quiet manner, officials say, kav

Itate Prison Tuesday the secrets of the si;

Mrs. Coretta King, the slain civil rights lea- 
11 der|f wjdow» ur8ed authorities “to contidre 

until all who are responsible for this cri ie 
OjhaMb been apprehended. ...” .

tg of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Ray, who pleaded guilty Monday in ex­

change for a 99-year sentence, was taken 
from his Shelby County Jail cell in Memphis

at 5:30 a.m. to a highway patrol barracks 
near the county line, then sped 200 miles to 
Nashville in an eight-car caravan. P

Hie Rev., Curtis Harris, executive secretary 
of the Virginia Council on Human Relations- 
was more forceful, declaring: , .
JjThe Negro community will not accept a 

tjrlollar white boy in exchange for a n 11- 
tijiillioh-dollar black boy — 99 years for J ly 
irftexchange for the life of Dr. Martin Luter 
King.” /

He was lodged in cell No. 4 in the maximu n iapflarently believes there is no prison that ’an 
s< curity building, two cells away fro|n holilhim. • ' [
William Garvin Allen, an accused Black way’s brother Jerry, who was in court Jftpn 
Power advocate who was convicted of killing . . —
a wliceman 14 months ago. f “ "f" was Pa“ed' ^?‘ ‘^ h L

I I R; y’s capture that he would have a hard tin

Ely’s brother Jerry, who was in court 4

i lien said he had no special feeling atsout ^ ieving his brother killed the integrate a
R$y being his neighbor. | leader out oLhatred for Negroes. [

‘‘As far as I am concerned, society is what “if he did this, he did it for a lot of money,
killed King,” Allen said.

Six Weeks Of Tests
; Jerry commented.

T Widow, Leader Comment
he Negro community served notice th t it( - . line Xlt-glU VUIIHUUIHIJ OU1 YVU uvuvv v*i v *v

The prison has a population of 1,938 — of; W(Ly nOf accept the sentence of Ray as the
whom 824 are Negroes.

Ray will spend the next six weeks undergo­
ing a series of tests, and at the end of that' 
time it will be decided if he will be kept in, 
maximum security or integrated with the! 
other prisoners. ’

The deal in which the 41-year-old Ray was! 
permitted to plead guilty in exchange for his 
life left the. King case shrouded in as much 
mystery as ever. J

Ray, who has been in and out of prisons all i 
of his adult life, offered no reason for his con­
fessed crime, although the state said he had a । 
deep hatred of Negroes. I

Criminal Court Judge W. Preston Battle, 
who heard the Ray case, said:

“The fact was recognized soon after this 
tragic murder took place that there was no 
possible conclusion to the case which would 
satisfy everybody.

‘Tt was decided at that time that the^nly 
thing thezjudge could do was try the case as

final solution to the case.
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nalrly as possible to other cases an 
follow the law and his own conscience.; 
Fnave done.”
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THE AMERICAN PUBLIC AND JUSTICE will be shd 
chi hged if an intensive investigation isn’t launched to determ: le

ther or not James Earl Ray was part of a conspiracy to 
as^ssinate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. All indications point
wh

to *Ray as a hired killer. Who hired him?
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King Case}
« The sudden end of the trial of James i
Earl Ray for the murder of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. leaves many questions 
unanswered. The public is entitled to 
the answers because the murder was 
more than a simple crime of passion; it 
was planned with malice aforethought 
and had sociological and political over­
tones that must be explored further.

Ray’s plea of guilty and his accept­
ance of a sentence of 99 years in prison 
is not an unusual procedure in Ameri­
can courts. Such pleas have the general 
approval of the American Bar Assn. 
Ray escaped a possible death sentence, 
nut this is not an important considera­
tion. Dr. King himself was opposed to 
capital punishment.

“The execution of Mr. Ray, who has 
not yet told the full story, would not 
serve the ends of justice,” says Mrs. 
Coretta King, the widow of the Negro 
leader. *

What would serve the ends of justice 
would be answers to the questions left 
dangling as Ray silently goes to prison.

Were there others involved in the as­
sassination? Ray’s defense attorney 
said Ray acted alone but Ray himself
Si 
tl 
CI

id he did not agree with the theory 
kt there was no conspiracy. This 
urtroom remark by Ray must be am- 
ified.

Not Ended |
What was Ray’s basic motive? Wnat 

went on in his mind to bring him to the 
assassination? He has been described 
as a racist. Some federal investigators 
have come to the conclusion that Ray 
hated Negroes so intensely he needed , 
no one to inspire him to commit the ■ 
crime. On the other hand, a Justice 
Department spokesman said after the 
sentencing: ,

“The investigation into the conspir­
acy allegation is still open.” ' .1

Bits and pieces of the story have been ; 
publicized. Where did Ray get the thou­
sands of dollars it took for him to travel 
as he did during the year between th^j 
time he escaped from Missouri StatJ 
Penitentiary and the day he killed D® 
King? The simple answer is that he 
financed himself by robberies, How 
was an escaped convict able to obtain 
a Canadian passport and travel abroad 
after the murder? There is no simple 
answer to that question.

William Bradford Huie, the Alabama,-, 
author, is supposed to have the Raw 
story and the “rights” to publish it. The|| 
right to Ray’s story belongs to the * 
American people. Until the full story is 
on the record, as it might have been if 
Ray had been given a full hearing 
doubts about the case will corrupt pub 
lie opinion and plague public officials.^
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Or was it?

main must be resolved before the final

averted a trial would be considered

not have been answered. The one man

at needed to be confronted directiv.
f

The shadow I of doubl 
« historical rptano

James Earl Ray was brought into
open court in Memphis, admitted he
killed Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and
was promptly sentenced to 99 years in
prison. By this sequence, not unprece­
dented in ordinary murder cases, the
State of Tennessee was spared a long
and costly trial, the difficult problem of
trying to get a death sentence was by­
passed, and the state made certain the
killer did not squirm free. In other
words, justice was served.

The painstaking investigation and
Ray’s plea of guilty combine into a vir­
tual certainty that Ray was the man
who pulled the trigger of the rifle that
killed Dr. King. Yet there are other
t eces in this case that do not quite add
ud. And the gnawing doubts that re­

curtain is allowed to drop on the story.
For this was no ordinary murder case

precisely because Dr. King was no ordi­
nary man. He lived and died at the
center of a national storm and while he ।
lived there were many people who
wished him dead just as there were
many who revered him as a saint. The
suspicion that Ray did not plan his deed
alone—that he may have been the mere
instrument of a widespread conspiracy
—will not die with his conviction.

Ray himself lent fuel to such specula­
tion when he stood up in court to repu­
diate statements discounting the con­
spiracy theory. Yet this matter was not 
pressed. It was allowed to drop wi:h

prosecution s comment that the _ 
s no proof of a conspiracy. No mere

is there proof that there was none.
The contrast is inescapable between

the procedures followed with James
Earl Ray and with Sirhan Sirhan in Los
Angeles. Despite Sirhan’s open-court
admission that he killed Robert F. K
n Idy and the overwhelming evidence
tHat he acted alone, that trial drags fen

for the historical recuru." PerhapsJ
is Ibeipg overdone, bogged in the ted-j

:alities arising from Californiais ndiv has no evidence of conspiracy, 
d&th sentence rather than any qu*- ^ it most certainly should do, aiid 
tion of guilt. We do not say that exactly s|lare its findings with the public.
the same process was essential in try-
ing James Earl Ray.

Yet in Memphis, with all the uncer­
tainties that are involved, the most re­
markable aspect is the haste in closing
the case. The kind of bargaining that

highly unusual in Illinois courts.
Even in a protracted trial, the ques­

tions about a possible conspiracy might

who could answer the questions — Ray
himself—could not be forced to testify.

The fact remains, however, that by
disposing of this case so precipitously
the court has not put to rest the doubts

ather, it has added an element
ystery where there was too much Jof

it already.

CHICAGQ OFFICE

Jhe Justice Department says it ^s
itinuing its inquiries, even though||t
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King plot
^videnc^ studied

ot
. which room he was to occupy! Foreman. 
) so hat he could shoot Kin||.’

evidence

studied

It names 51 persons Beasley 
u । । said would link Ray to the fatal
ASTLAND said he doesjn’t -e and put Wm in the room- 

w whether “there will eUer J bouse bathroom wherdl the 
be any hearings on this matter, A was ftred — and wen. 
but we are assembling avail-1 IS THE pictum it
able information.” i "

He said the subcommittee is His ^ Mustang parked on 
relying on its own staff re- ’ tbe street below, Ray on April 
sources and does not have ac- 4 19g8 checked into the seedy 
cess to any information com- ! ’ ’ . .

km

Daily News Wire Services
WASHINGTON — The chair­

man of a Senate subcommittee 
said Wednesday that his group 
has direct information that in­
dicates James Earl Ray did 
not act alone in the killing of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.

Sen. James 0. Eastland (D- 
Miss.) said the Senate Internal

piled by the FBI or others 
the Justice Department.

Case against Ray 
appeared airtight
By Jerry Lipson
Staff Writer

in flophouse overlooking the Lor­
raine Motel about 3 p.m. and
took a rear room with a view
of the motel. .

h He went out and retur ed
aabout 4 p.m. after buyin, 

pair of binoculars at the ^prk 
Arms Co., a mile away.

Security subcommittee is a 
ssejnbling evidence concerni; 
a possible conspiracy.

;s-
8

Ray, who pleaded guilty 
Monday to the murder of King I 
and has begun serving a 99- 
year prison sentence, told a 
Memphis court that he does 
not go along with theories that 
the murder was not part of a , 
conspiracy. , |

EASTLAND said: |
“There are some things 

about this affair that indicate 
, to me that there may have 
' been a conspiracy.
| “In the first place, somebody 
i had to know King was in the 
’ motel. Somebody had to know 

which room he was in. Somk 
bol|y had to know that he w|s 
gong out on the balcorL 
wlpre he was shot. ■

-Somebody had to show Ray

MEMPHIS — If he had plead­
ed innocent, prosecutors were 
prepared to prove conclusively 
ttiat James Earl Ray fired he 
shot that killed the Rev. j)r. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

Close analysis of the 
transcript of Monday’s hearing 
showed that the shambling, 
dark-haired escaped convict 
left a trail of clues that could 
have sent him to the electric 
chair. I

ALTHOUGH IT doesn’t ease ; 
suspicions that Ray may have ; 
had accomplices, the 
transcript knocks down several 
props used to support con­
spiracy theories — such as the 
“convenient” discovery of the 
death weapon.

The 5,950-word statement, 
presented in court by Deputy 
Atty. Gen. James Beasley, 
contained the facts of the else 
as agreed to by prosecutors ' 
arid Ray’s attorney, Percy

Two hours later, Ray was
dashing wildly down the front 
stairs, a parcel loosely wrap- 
MA/1 in a preen snread underped in a green spread
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