arm, while Dr. King hy |

- on the motel balcot)y. |

Rjly had planned to dutpp |

thing- in the car, but iy

the” time he hit the street, it

‘was swarming with police. He
panicked momentarily.

 SPOTTING the shadowy
‘doorway to the Canipe Amuse-
-mwent Co. next door, and think-
ing it was closed, he dropped
his bundle and sprinted for the |
car. _
It was a mistake. Owner Guy
W. Canipe and two customers
were inside. They heard the
package fall and, attracted by
the thud, saw ‘“‘the back of a
wlfite man” going away.

he package contained a fi-
fle and telescopic sight, cloth-
ing, binoculars and several
beer cans, all with pleny of
fingerprints. '

Two prints, a thumb on the |
rifle stock, and a finger on its |
telescopic sight, were of “‘suffi- |
cient clarity’’ for identifica-
tion, the transcript said.

(Shelby County Sheriff Wil-
liam Morris said Ray told him
while he was being taken to the
state prison at Nashville that
he dropped the rifle in panic
when he saw the police on the
street.

{Morris quoted Ray as say-
ing, “I had to be crazy to drop
that gun.”)

IN THE rooming house, Ray
had left prints all over the
bathroom and the room he had
occupied, 5-B.

Police talked to another
roomer, Charles Quitman Ste-
phens, who had ‘‘heard
footsteps’’ from Ray’s room
next door ‘“into the bathroom.”

““At approximately 6 p.m.
Mr. Stephens heard a shot
cohing apparently from he
| ballhiroom. He then got up {ind

weflt . . . out into the corridpr -
to see the left profile of Ray¥as
he turned into the hall leading
to the front stairs,” policei
saif). : ]
- I} the bathroom, pofice,
fouljd freesh markings on)
window sill and “proof w

h
1d

. BEASLEY

al

. .. that the markings on ] escaping from the Missougi
this|[sill were consistent wjh || State Prison in May, 1967 4
the fmachine markings” on he || possibly his longest period
barel of the rifle found ||freedom since leaving. the Al
downstairs. : my in 1949, '

The weapon was traced to | Nor does it offer any clues as’
the Aero Marine Sporting | t0 how, or where, Ray obtained
Goods Co. in Birmingham, | the. money to buy the car, rifle,
Ala., where clerks said it had | binoculars, air fare to London,
been bought on March 30, | Or the know-how of obtaining a
along with a rifle|Passport.
telescope. ' But it leaves no doubt that
I Ray left so many clues behind

said ~ witnesses: he “‘might as well have identi-

would identify Ray as the man i fijeq p; '
! himsel i
who, under the name of Hars ¢pe assasssinf Immediately as

vey Lowmeyer, h
y yer, exchanged the  pp. 000 is not saying

rifle for a smaller one bought categori

\ day categorically that Ray was a
th; day bevfore. ’ Ibne killer, only that tgey |

_easley latgr said Ray, after een unable to unearth |
buying the first weapon, had | elvidence that “he iny:
called the store saying ‘his %elped or hired was ejher,
brother” wanted a different ri- - - — - _._
fle, and requesting the ex-;{
chpnge.

was this reference td| a

sho

mjjsterious brother, he addild, |
that led the FBI to issue itsi
first conspiracy warrant
shortly after the shooting.

MEANWHILE, a white
Mustang found abandoned in-
Atlanta yielded more clues —
sheets, clothing, maps of Mex-
ico, Birmingham, Los Angeles
and Atlanta, a Polaroid

camera case, and a 1967
license plate.

The plate checked out to |
illiam D. Paisley, who, fhe |
anscript said, would test|fy
ihat Ray bought the car using

e name of Eric S. Galt.

The maps, containing the
“handwritten name of Eric S.
Galt,” revealed fingerprints
similar to those on the rifle. |

Sweepings of the car turned
up hair particles wmatching
those taken from the bundle
found outside Canipes’ store.

Other witnesses, the
transcript said, would identify
Ray as the man who under the
names of Galt, Paul
Bridgeman and Ramon George
ieyd, turned up in Montrgal,
[pronto, London and Lisb n. |

ITHE TRANSCRIPT does fot |
say how Ray managed to elhuele
police for 13 months after
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Daily News Wire Services

NASHVILLE, Tenn.

James Earl Ray, regretful that }

he pleaded guilty of killing the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King |

.J r., was reported Thursday [On€ SOUIC

cons1der1ng trying to overturn |
__hlS 99-year prison sentence.

In a copyrighted story, the
 Nashville Tennessean reported
Ray already has asked about
how to obtain a lawyer. The
newspaper quoted prison .
sources.

In other developments:

® Sen. James O. Eastland (D-
| Misg, ), chairman of the S¢hate
Intetnal Security subcom|mit-
| tee, \said he was launching an
" inveyjtigation into the slayi
r l}King.

° R‘fgrets were voiced i
Justce Department over 1
abrupt guilty plea. The reg
a full-fledged trial
have shed light on questions
that have led to widdespread
suspicion that Ray was only
one figure in a conspiracy.

.Earlier this week, the
Justice Department confirmed
its investigation of a con-
spiracy in the assassmatwn is
still open.

RAY ENTERED the guilty
plea in Memphis Monday in
the slaying of Dr. King and
was transferred to the state
prisonfiearly Tuesday.

“WHpn I went to court %
day I yas convinced if I didn’t
plgpd guilty I was going tajthe
eléctric chair. I wish th | hell I

on:

on-

hafjn’t now because with|what
they had on me I behevgz the
worf I'd gotten would }
bee| life,” a prison soifrce
quoled Ray as saying. !
y The Tennessean said

ay’s 'vas best and what I outh to,;

might:

|

‘ ¢V€

mé*q

j Patrol Capt. RlC ard
Davson, who accompgnied
__|Ray from Memphis, also“said
'Ray made inquiries about an

attorney during the trip.

THE NEWSPAPER quoted
e as saying Ray
remarked, “To get to federal
icourt you’ve got to come up
with a mistake made before
\yqur trial.” The source s
R y did not elaborate.

, there was

& | planning th ination.
tol me to do was to plead gl planning the assassination.

ty if we could work out a deal
to keep me out of the chair.
They told me they thought this
could be done,” a prison source
quoted Ray as saying.
“I was thinking about it'{and
puld
d guilty. Last week I¢just -
‘ol@ them if they thought |this

y.’

THE NEWSPAPER Sald‘
Dawson asked Ray what he

‘then I would plead gui

‘was trying to say in court.

i

~was’

‘Battle that he did not agree

“I couldn’t say exactly what
Iwanted to n court, but I
w ted them to know { that

l‘;ler people were wro in

f eir belief . . . this had hgtter,
in the record ” the s fnrce |

goted Ray as saying. _
After pleading guilty, bRay
rose and told Judge W. Preston

with those who said there was
no conspiracy .involved in the.
assassination of Dr. King.

IN WASHINGTON, Sen.
Eastland said Wednesday, “I
have doubts that this killing
e work of one mang The
obvidis question is — {were
therelCommunists involvedP’’

- Easlland said Ray indidsted

"' there was a conspiracy with a |

“blond Latin” man who pRp-

ded the assassin with funds.
J|Also expressing the  beli{}f
Ray was part of a congpira
was Arthur Hanes of Birming-
ham, Ala., the first lawyer Ray
hired to represent him.

Hanes said he had spent
more time with Ray than any-
one else since his arrest and
‘“there’s no question in my
mind’’ that there was a con-’
spiracy.

He said Ray always insisted
‘“a contact” in

in hj

said
memq

IN HARTSELLE, Ala., Wil-
am Bradford Huie, who is
yjriting Ray’s biography, saf
i;ay might be trying to f

ople with the talk of a con|
spiracy. J

“Ray is just smart- enough
criminal . mind,
everybody on,” Huie said).
ay had a remarjlable
but - became evi|sive

whenBver the subject of  the

’ alleged conspiracy came up.

{ / 'TA‘ ! ’_,
A

CHICAGO DAILY NEWS

CHICAGO,

PAGE:

/ COL:

ILLINCIS

>

EDITION: BLUE STREAK

EDITOR: ROY M. FISHER

CHICA

OFFICE

.
ol B

FBlI—CHICAGO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




| KUP'S COLUMN

Author William Bradford Huie, who prob- |
ably has had more communication with James
Earl Ray than any other person about the
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., is as
mystified about the possibility of a conspiracy
as the rest of us. Huie has had conversations
with Ray, exchange of letters and the benefit

KUPCINET of the information culled by Ray’s attorneys,
first Arthur Hanes and his son and later Percy Foreman. In
addition, he paid Ray $40,000 for information about the assassina-
tion of Dr. King. Ray kept none of that money—$30,000 going
to Hanes and $10,000 as partial payment to Foreman.

“FOR THREE MONTHS, I NEVER DOUBTED THAT this
was a conspiracy,” Huie told us. ‘“Now I'm not so sure. But
my investigation will continue because of the many unanswered
questions in this mysterious case.” Ray has indicated to Huie
that he will continue to answer his questions posed in writing.
“Ray, as an old jailbird, is too smart to answer any questions
from the law authorities,” Huie told us. ‘“He knows that under
the Supreme Court ruling he doesn’t have to talk. He hasn’t
talked to anybody connected with the law, not even Fred Vinson
Jr. (/f the Justice Department, who flew to London to mtefrogate
him| But Ray will talk to me—for money.”

HYIE, WHO IS COMPLETING A BOOK ON RAY t1t1
Slew the Dreamer’’ (from the Book of Genesis deali
Joseph), says, ‘“Ray has told me a great many
details, but he studiously has avoided impli-
cating others.” Yet, Huie won’t rest until he
finds the answers to thege mysterlous CIrcum-
stances:

A WITNESS TESTIFIED that she saw. a

man much smaller than Ray run- from the -

bathroom from which the fatal shot was fired.

Later, when Ray’s car was- found, police dis- -

covered in the trunk clothing of a much

smaller man. , WILLIAM
Ray, according to witnesses, never visited BRADFORD HWE

the rooming house across from the motel in which Dr. King

was staying. Yet, he knew exactly what room to ask for so he |
would be in position to fire the fatal shot. Ray explained this ,

by telling Huie, “I was told which room to ask for.”

Ray didn’t smoke. Yet the ashtrays in his car, when recovered

by police, were filled with cigaret stubs and ashes.

Ray’s escape from Memphis to London by way of Canada was
much too complicated for his simple mind. Huie beheves the ;

escape route was prearranged.

HUIE ALSO CONJ ECTURES THAT RAY did not want to

plead urlty, “but was talked into it.”” According to the’ “author,
Ray 1} “wise enough to know that even if he were sen

to deqjjth, he wouldn’t die in the electric chair—nobody djes m'
the electric chair any more.” Huie believes the Mejnphis
“establishment,”  which includes Judge W. Preston B ttle,1
pushed for the 99-year sentence to avoid a trial, which, it was '
feared would exacerbate the tense rac1a1 sxtuatron in Memphls
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[By The Associated Press]

James Earl Ray, wishing now
he had elected to stand trial for
| the Martin Luther King assas-
sination, was joined in his
regrets today by the United
States justice department.

A department source said the

feehng over Ray’s abrupt guilty
plea ‘is one of frustration.”
The reason: A full-fledged trial,
had one been held, might have
shed light on questions which
hdlve led to suspicion around
12 country that Ray was only
ie figure in a conspiracy.
‘ n'NashvilIe, the Tennessean
said in a copyright story that
'Ray disclosed second thoughts
| ~about the guilty plea within
hours of his sentencing in
Memphis to an agreed 99 years
in prison. Ray also has inquired
about how he could hire a new
attorney, the paper said.

Ray Feared Execution

‘The story said unidentified
official sources quoted Ray as
saying: .

“When I went to court
Monday I was convinced if I
didn’t plead guilty I was going
to the electric chair. I wish the
hell I hadn’t now because with
" | what they had on me I believe
the worst I would have gotten
would have been life.”

der Tennessee law a life
| prijpner couid be eligible for
paiple after 13 years and 7
m ths or even earlier if he

Ray 'Regrets’
‘Guilty Plea,
U.S. Concurs

earned maximum good be-
havior time. Under a 99-year
sentence a prisoner must serve
at least 30 years. -

Yielded to Pleas
The Tennessean said a prison
source further quoted Ray:

“My attorney and my brother
told me about 6 weeks ago that
the best thing for' me to do was
to plead guilty if we could work
out a deal to keep me out of the
chair. They told me the?
thought this could be done.” -

Ray was reported to hav
asked escorting officers during
his trip from the Memphis jail
to the Nashville penitentiary
how he could hire another
lawyer.

In Washington, justice depart-
ment sources acknowledged
the government was informed
in advance that Ray would
plead guilty and take 99 years.

U. S. Has Lesser Charge =
The only federal action pend-

ing against Ray is an FBI
charge issued in Birmingham,

Ala., April 17, 1968, accusing

him of conspiring ‘“with a man

— alleged to be his brother” to-
violate King’s civil rights in

that state.

The chafge was brought

under an 1870 reconstruecti
era statute and convictifin
would have carried a maxim
10-year sentence.
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" Life Sentence Less Harsh
) ~ A'life sentence under Ten-
»ness,ee,law means that a pris- |
:loner could be eligible ffor:
. parole after 13 years, 7 monfps,
pajsibly earlier if he receifjes

\“Hpnor” time. Under- the %9-
‘year sentence Ray must serve

g

g
ﬁ
b

A
|
!
i

t g " -
ReportHeRegrets
- Guilty Plea
* [From: Tribune‘Wire’ Services] *
. Nashville, March 12 —
' Jamies Earl Ray regrets plead-
.ing-guilty to killing Dr. Martin-
. Luther King Jr. and is -con-
i sidering trying to' overturn his
'99-year sentence, the Nashville
Tennessean said in a copy-
righted story tonight.
" The Tennessean said Ray
‘admitted murdering Dr. King
because he was convinced he
would go to the electric chair
if he didn’t. The story quoted
" officials who have been in con-
tact with Ray since his trial.
ficials were quoted as say-
ing|Ray had inquired about ljow
to |pbtain a new lawyer.
ontacts Gave Informatio

The story, written -by Jim
Squires, Tennessean reporter, |
said the quotes came from
-numerous contacts with people
known to ‘have been with Ray
since he was sentenced to 99
years in prison Monday.

“When I went to court Mon-
day I was convinced if I didn’t
plead guilty I was going to the
electric chair. I wish the hell T,
hadn’t now because with what |
they had on me I believe the
worst I'd gotten would have
been life,” the story quoted
Ray as saying.

“My attorney and my brother
told me about six weeks ago
that the best thing for me to
do was to plead guilty if we
could work out a deal to keep
me out of the chair. They told
me they thought-this could be
done.

«] was thinking about it and
every day they thought I woud
plefjd guilty. Last week I jyst
told] them if they thought tllis
walf-best and what I oughtio

then I would plead guilty.” |

99-YR TER 50 years, seven months, but
o : L ' | . Pl N
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to Ray

Study finds tl%ey were outcasts, misfits who shared

common tralts and made targets of the gaod uys

ynomic persons tend to be anxious, personal- the 'c, they may exhibit sudden sporadlc

;

By Sidney J Slomlch and
Robert E. Kantor

'Of the 20 American Presidents since
Abraham Lincoln, 4 have been assassinated.

Lincoln, the great preserver of the Union,
was warm, magnetic, intellectual. He pro-
jected an aura of detachment, independence
and dynamism. He was assassinated by an
unemployed actor who was a fanatic adve-
cate of the beaten Confederate cause.

James A. Garfield sought to create an in- |

dependent civil service and to protect it from
predatory interests. A. disappointed, medio-
cre, deranged office-seeker killed him.
William McKinley had served one term as
President and was embarked on a second. In-
tense conflict between industrial capitalism
and Populist forces, especially in the Midwest
and South, seemed to be drawing to an end.
4 A warm, life-affirming man with great per-
spnal magnetism, McKinley worked for redon-
clliation. He was. shot by an anarchist :juf-
feying from severe mental derangement.

TIo

b@bre a disoriented, hate-ravaged, moi
dominated failure.

THERE APPEARS TO BE a pattern in
these assassinations, embracing both the in-
dividuals involved and their social milieu.

This may not be characteristic of all
assassinations of public figures, but it ap-
pears to be increasingly characteristic of
American public life. Verification and ex-
planation of thig pattern could be a contribu-
tion both to mental health and public policy.

Our hypothesis is that the emergence of
ismatic public figures, at crisis poigts in
thethistory of a constitutional democracyjsuch
as jthe United States, tends to geiferate
assdssination attempts by marginal, aflomic
men from estranged strata of society.

F Kennedy, a dynamlc activist w1th a

{disoriented and socially isolated). 1
Bpecific elements of this hypothesis:

|
@ Individuals from ‘“‘underclasses,” on t}
inges of or outside normally organize

iety, form the pool from which most would-

ipe assassins of charismatic public fi
merge in Western democracies. It is not {the
lower classes, but dispossessed elements|; of
the lower middle classes, who supply thi
pool.

- ® The individuals who are driven to attempt

such assassinations have strong, unfulfilled

sex drives; are afflicted with abnormall

tinse envy and feel alienated from sd iety
and from themselves.

| They frequently develop schizophrenia 1 plit

| personality). Although characteristically "apa-

fr-
S0~

in- .

hcted with hopelessness and strong sfjlf-
ctive drives, these individuals comel|to
attach value to pain, frustration and despair,
and so become unable to adjust to 51gns of
hope or promise.

They therefore may strike out destructively

against public figures who hold forth a
hopeful future.

©® The presence in a democracy of rapid so-}
cial change, plus estrangement of social ele-
ments from one another and from traditi hal'
valu}s, is conducive both to the generatiojpof
chajjsmatic public figures espousing acijon
projjrams and to the triggering of their wodld-
be assassins.

?
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Pgttern extended

il assassinated Presidents were deli
perypnality types, and so were their assaggins.
Attempts against other public figurey i
America further illustrate the pattern.

~ President Franklin D. Roosevelt was to lead
the United States into a new era after the
shocks and stresses induced by the Great De-
pression. He, too, was a vital personality and
he, too, was the target of a deranged anar-
chist.

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., also a
dynamic, life-affirming national figure, sought
a constructive resolution of paralyzing
economic, social and racial tensions. He was
shot by a person whose known history has in-
volved habitual self-degradation and the sale
of self for financial gain — characteristics
associated with emotional deprivation.

In a time of political and social stress, of
alienation from American government un-
paralleled since the Civil War, Senator Robert
F. Kennedy sought to bring the country to
grips wiith its problems and to seek outjjra-
tional, 4jumane solutions. Also a dynamic jjer-
sonality| with a charismatic appeal, especiklly
for young people, he was struck down by a
withdrawn fanatic with multiple identity pro-
blems. '

ON THE ONE HAND, magnetic, dynamic
personalities - articulating progressive pro-
grams in times of challenge and stress; on
the other, fringe or *‘‘out” men, estranged
from their origins usually in the lower {middle
clasp, suffering from a sense of pfjrsonal
inadequacy and failure, repression; and
hoptilessness.

lese seem increasingly to be the charac-
teristic preconqditions of assassination at-
tempts on the American public scene.

When a society falls

Up to this point, we have discussed
assassination in constitutional democracies, in
which nonviolent means presumably exist for
working against persons and policies one op-
poses. Some examples of assassination in

which these conditions do not obtain may help

to clarify the hypotheses.

In Nazi Germany we saw what happened
when a society collapses and the alienated,
fringe, underclass individuals become the
domingant political force and take over.

Thelf fascist movement in the Wel‘
Republlic after World War I contained a ¢
of frofjtline trench fighters who could not®ad-
just or relate to government or society.
Government and society in turn were reeling

: people,

t

| |deological

der the impact of military ¢afeat, inflation
gnd subsequent destruction of the midflle
ftlasses, and, finally, the Great Depression.
‘s The Weimar Republic, therefore, fell befijre
the onslaughts of these adolescent, father-
image hating, political gangsters. Like the in-
dividuals in our hypotheses, they were
characterized by desperation,. anomie,
cygicism, cultural deprivation, regressi

ruthlessness and homosexuality.

Ifi the behavior patterns discussed aboy
arejsubstantially valid, there are a numberbf
implications.

1} means that the likelihood of assassination
attpmpts is quite high against creative, lij
affirming political leaders with striking aild
active personalities, and quite low again|jt
men who are or seem to oe neutral, mediocre
or even dispassionate.

To put it directly the targets are most likely
'to be the good guys. '

The flawed or broken man without hope
strikes out at the charismatic politican who
offers hope. The failure, the victim of society,
assassinates the leader who tries to heal so-
ciety’s ills, who tries to transform the insti-
tutions that contributed critically to the
twisting and breaking of the assassin.

Paradoxically, if these conclusions are
valid, assassins of prominent political figurgs
fmay be a-political, a-philosophical, =4

(without interest in politi
\ hilosophy or ideology). ‘

' ATTITUDES TOWARD authority, latent
homosexuality, brittle ego defenses, great
domination by the mother and possibly early
sexual stimulation by her, persistent patterns |
of failure, and other personal factors act in

combination, in some psychologically isolated
toward the triggering of a patho-

logical aggressor-victim relationship.

The pathetic, underendowed victim turns
aggressor and strikes; the gifted, courageous
reformer becomes victim and falls.

Dissidents no threat

Issues in great affairs — be they peace,

 civil rights, the preservation of the Union or
'whatever — appear only peripherally, if at -
jall,

in the notivations behind assassmatxon
attempts in democracies.

It seems to follow that 6nly a mmuscul
propggtion of political . dissidents, demon

tratony, or protesters of whatever stripe arp -| i

potenilal members of this assassin pool.

Peojle who maintain relahonshlps -with
others, who are caught up in a cause with.

- others, who subscribe to a world-view impatt

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

ing. hope, orderand purpose are not ;K
to turn to violence against a pro
politiglian. .‘
Wejsuggest, then, that part1c1pants in juch
grouplf as the Young Americans for Freedom
and the peace demonstrations are hardly .
likely-to take a shot at a leader of the. opposx-
tion or the Presxdent :

SIGNIFICANTLY, no black men, at least so
far, appear to have been involved in acts or’
plots of violence against American political.
figures, although the assassination of.Mal-

| colm X does have aspects in common with the

murders of President Kennedy, Sen.MKennedy,
King alpd President McKinley. ' @
In f4tt, the findings of the Moynihan Repljrt.
and offjers, relating to the history, nature gpd
‘structlire of a large proportion of Negiro
families, force the conclusion that the civﬂ
rigmts struggle, the black power movement,
and the new sense of black identity have con-
tributed heavily to overcoming drives that.
might have led to violent political acts. .
We must, however, conclude that the
danger of political assassination in: Amenca _‘
will be omnipresent. _
Neglect or exacerbation of soc1al economlc,
'racial, and political - injustices in America,
'especially in the cities, by generating. more_
broken homes and more emotional -depriva-
tion, can enlarge the pool of potentlal
assassins. , S

nghts are sacred

Nevertheless, no matter how successful we
are in overcoming these injustices, it would R
be fatuous to expect to prevent the emergence.
of a few thousand emotional and intellectual .
cripples (who might concewably try to kill
political leaders). .

Mass screening, mass. surveﬂlance, formble{
“treatment” and ‘routine -preventive in-
carcerations of suspected individuals are.(or .
ought to be) repugnant to the spirit and letter
of the common law and the Constltution. ;

IN PROTECTING political leaders, we |
must not destroy the rights of the pegple |
through uncritically expanding’ the powers of
police or investigative forces, -or through
legltlmmng practwes now cons1dered ques

"ajor apswer, however unpaia
to. America 8. pol litical * leader

flesh’. mﬁ




Janips Earl Ray, assassin
A hiptory of self-degradation
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Brofher Quofes Ray:
I'm Not the Only One

S'E. LOUIS,_ Mo. ®—A
brother of James Earl Ray said
Ray told him before he pleaded
guilty to the murder of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., “I am
not the only -one in on this,” the
St. Louis Post-Dispatch re-
ported today.

The brother, John Larry Ray,
said he’ talked with Ray in HKis
Memphis cell Saturday night, 2
days before he entered the
. gujlty plea. Ray then ‘“‘was still

trying to figure out what to
whether to take a plea or
ist. on going to trial. He
wanted to testify.

“My brother said there .was
someone else in on this ‘deal,’
but it had been hushed up by
the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation,” the paper quoted John
Ray as saying.

Didn’t Press Him

“I didn’t press him on what
he meant.”
Ray was sentenced to 99
» years after pleading guilty
Monday.
he_ interview with John Ray
luded these details:
ohn Ray said an overwhelm-
array of circumstantial

N

ev1dence prompted Percy
Foreman, Ray’s attorney, to!
urge & change in- plea ‘from
innocent to guilty.

Several famlly members met

with Foreman in a St. Louis
suburb 2 weeks ago, John Ray ]
said, and “Foreman told us'
there was just too much.
evidence in the hands of the
prosecution.

Warned of Chair

“Foreman said he woull{n’t
agree to pursue any conspigpcy |
angle,” John Ray added, be-‘
cause it would make Jimmie
sound like a hired killer, rather |
than someone who may have
killed King because he thought
he was a Communist or
differed with his beliefs.

“Foreman warned us that if
the trial were to take place,
Jimmie would possibly go to
the chair to be made an
example of, even tho Tennessee
hadn’t electrocuted anyone in
10 years.”

Shortly thereafter, Ray said,
his brother sent him a letter
indicating mental depression,

“He wrote that he didn’t cafe
anymore how the case caipe
out,” John Ray said.
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#‘hnught I’d et chalr’

‘Ray now regrets Xgullty pleql,

 talks of appealmg sentence

Daily News Wire Services

NASHVILLE, Tenn. —  inyestigation into the sl{ymg of } q\ pioted Ray as sayl_ng

James Earl Ray, regretful that | Dl King. T was thinking about it anc%
he pleaded guilty of killing the | ¢ Re ; every day they thought

. ol grets were voiced in the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King ! ;i Department over Ray’s would plead guilty. Last week .

Jr., was reported Thursday
considering trying to overturn
his 99-year prison sentence.

In a copyrighted story, the
Nashville Tennessean reported
Ray already has asked about

how to obtain a lawyer. The‘

newspaper quoted prison!
sonrces.

other developments!

‘'HE ST. LOUIS Post-
Dispatch Thursday quwoted
Ray’s brother as saying Ray
was part of a conspiracy in the
killing.

The newspaper reported
John Larry Ray, who operates
a rooming house in St. Louis,
quoted his brother as saying

two days before he pleaded
guilty, “I’'m not the only one in
' on this.”

John Ray told the newspaper
he talked to his brother in the
Shelby County jail in Memphis
Saturday night.

The Post-Dispatch quoted
John Ray as  saying, “My
brother said there was so-

~meone else in on this ‘deal,’
' but it had been hushed up by
the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.”
| The newspaper quoted &ohn
Ray as saying that defendp at-
tifney Percy Foreman gifsaid.
hi] wouldn’t agree to fursue
conspiracy angle beflause
it “would make Jimmie gpund
like a hired killer rather than
someone who may have killed
ing because he thought he
3‘ s a Communist or dif ered
ith his beliefs.”

Sen. James O. Eastland (D-

abrupt guilty plea. The reason:
a full-fledged trial might
have shed light on questions
that have led to w1despread
suspicion that Ray was only |
one figure in a conspiracy.
Earlier this week, the
' Justice Department confirmed
i its investigation of a con-

| spiracy in the assassination is

still open.

RAY ENTERED the guilty
plea in Memphis Monday in
the slaying of Dr. King and
was transferred to the state
prison early Tuesday.

“When I went to court Mon-
day I was convinced if I didn’t
plead guilty I was going to the
electric chair. I wish the hell 1
hadn’t now because with what

‘Patrol Capt. R1c rd

Ray from Memphis, also said
Ray made inquiries about an
attorney during the trip. 1

THE NEWSPAPER quoted

‘Miss.), chairman of the Senate

‘one source as saying Ray

.remarked, “To get to federal
court you’ve got to come up
with a mistake made before |
your trial.”” The source said !
Ray did not elaborate.

y attorney and my
brdther told me abowf six .
wedks ago that the bestlithing !
for ¥me to do was to pleaq guil- |
ty if we could work out 4 deal ' |
to keep me out of the chair.-

who accompatfied 1

6

I just told them if they thought

this was best and what 1 ought
to do, then I would plead.
guilty.” ,
{
HE NEWSPAPER saij

wson asked Ray what H
\ s trying to say in court.

4T couldn’t say exactly what
o )
i wanted to in. court, but I:

\(vanted them to know tjat
Eeneral Clark (former: Afjy.
en. Ramsey Clark) and solpe
other people were wrongvin
their belief . . . this had better.
be in the record,” the source
quoted Ray as saying. e

After pleading guilty, Ray
rose and told Judge W. Preston

}ﬁv/

LaAd Lot

Battle that he did not agreeCHICACO DAILY NEW

with those who said there was

no conspiracy involved in the CHHICAGCD,

assassination of Dr. King.

IN WASHINGTON, Sen DATE .

Eastland said Wednesday, “T
have doubts that this Killing
was the work of one man. The
' obvious question is — were
thifre Communists involved?”

‘thiire: was a conspiracy wit
“bond Latin” man who fros
vided the assassin with fund§;
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Answer Puzzles

MEMPHIS UP) The Judge
who received James Earl Ray’s
guilty plea says a number of-
questions about theMartin Lu-
ther King assassination were
left out,standmg But he. doubts |
that a trial by jury would have
cleared the air.

These views were expressed |
in an interview yesterday by
Judge W. Preston Battle of .
Criminal court; who last week
sentenced Ray to 99 years in
prison.

Meanwhile, Ray’s lawyer,
Per¢ Foreman of Housto'  re-

' James Earl Ray was‘
concerned in the killing.” |
“Expects to Be Free” 3

District Atty. Gen. Phil M
Canale, the prosecutor, said m‘
another broadcast interview he |
understands Ray expects to be)

free within 2 years. i
Canale said he was told thls!
by Foreman, but was uncertain
whether Ray thought he would
get out by way of court action
or by escaping. \
Judge Battle remarked in his |
interview, “T here has been
much talk of a conspiracy, but |
no one saying so has yet pro-|
duced a single shred of evi-
dence er named an associate
or conspirator.”
T Number of Queshons

" The ‘judge said he is’ himself
puzzled by a number of ques-
tions: - o
st woald truly hke to
RA& actually found the
which fo fire. How{did
know: where. the Rev. Ki

e the type of weapon
ised? What are the det

alone in surveillance of the

raine. Notel?
“Most puzzling of all is h1s

escape from' Memphis. To me,

it seems miraculous. that he was
able to flee to Atlanta despite
the all-points bulletins without
his white Mustang bemg spotted
on algilghway ”

Kinp, standing on a. balco;
of the/motel, was shot last Apfil
4 by,la rifleman firing fromjja
roomtng house across the street.

Ra g
would be? How did be déter-
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sJ d Sunday he believes:the full truth still is not known ab
James Earl Ray and the assassination of Dr. Martin Lu
King Jr. )
The judge, m,whose court Ray pleaded guilty to the slaying of
Dr. King and where the case would have been heard had it
gone to trial, said he, like many other Americans, remains
puzzled about several unanswered questions. But he said he is
convinced that a trial would not-have produced the answers.
~ “Like others, I would truly like to know how Ray actually
-found the spot from which to fire. How did Ray know where
Dr. King would be? How did he determine-the type of weapon -

to be used? What are the details of the actual purchase and \

selection of the weapon? Was he alone in surveillance of the
Lorraine Motel?

“Most puzzling of all is his escape from Memphis. To me, it
seenjs miraculous that he was able to flee to Atlanta desffite
the pll-points bulletins W1thout his white Mustang bemg spo
on §| highway.” - .

. King was shot to death April 4, 1968, as he stood on‘the .

’

balcony of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis. The kiler was =~

reported to have fled in a white Mustang. -

The judge said there is much speculation about possible
answers, but nothing based on fact and evidence.

“I’d iike the full proof,” he said. “And as I said on March 10
when the agreement was reached to permit Ray to change his
plea to guilty, there is no end to our interest or to the law’s
responsibility and determination. If any evidence would arise
that would point to a co-conspirator, that person will be pur-
sued and treated as though he also had his fmger on the trig-
ger.

_“There has’ been much talk of a conspiracy, but no oge’s

1yifjg so has yet produced a single shred of evidence or nagm-
associate or conspirator.”>
- “Wth these questions puzzling him, why did Battle concury
the Sefense-prosecution agreement to aﬁwwﬁay to ahaﬂg@ lag

; plea and take a 99- -year sentence? Ray
7 nced to death if he had- been found

“Suppose he had taken the. stand the priblj
tand that this would not guarantée- that th
light upon these puzzling questions. In- an -

Be, eachi side triesto. make the T)est eese 7
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““1t was entirely.in my power to.do so,” Battle said. “But my
hscience told me that it better served the ends of justicefto

aflcept the agreement. Had there ‘been a trial, there couldjal--
ys have been the possibility, in ‘'such an emotlonally charjjed
se, of a hung jury. Or, though it'may appear farfetched méw,
he could have perhaps been acquitted by a jury.” .

Battle sa1d he thinks some of the unanswered questions ul-

tim&tely 'will be-answered by Ray. He said he thinks Ray has

- enjoyed the notoriety and will pemodlcally explain vamous de-
‘tails of the crime. :

~~ Ray accepted a 99-year prison term because he thinks he
- will be out of prison in two years, Shelby County District Atty.
Phil M. Canale said Sunday.

Canale, appearing on a televised press conference, said Ray
told his attorney, Percy Foreman of Houston, “he would be -
free in two years. ” '

But Canale said Ray was not specific with Foreman as? 0
whether he would attempt to gain his. freedom through ﬂ e
cpurts or through a prison break. :
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‘Many questmns are unanswered’

— Ray stzll a puzzle’To

Ju dge

EMPHIS (AP) ~—
jufige who accepted Ja es
EW 1 Ray’s guilty plea sa* s a
number of questions about! the

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
assassination were left
outstanding. But he doubts that
a trial by jury would have
cleared the air.

" These views were expressed
in an interview Sunday by
Judge W. Preston Battle of
Criminal Court, who last week
sentenced Ray to 99 years in
‘prison. -

Meanwhile, Ray’s lawyer,

P?fcy Foreman of Houston,

rejferated in a television infpr-

| vxeur his belief that “no oth

__ cony of the motel, was shot |
i last April 4 by a rifleman fir-

Ba tle

spet from which to fire. H
di(f Ray know where Dr. Kin
weuld be? How did he deter
mne the type of weapon to
used? What are the details
the actual purchase and selec-
tion of the weapon? Was he
alone in surveillance of the

Lor’rame Motel? - jL

I OST PUZZLING of all i _Ji
hi¢ escape from Memphis.

he was able to flee to Atlanta |
despite the all-points bulletins
without his white Mustang
being spotted on a highway.”

Dr. King, standing on a bal-

ing from a rooming house

person, organization or gro
except James Earl Ray was|.
concerned in the killing.”

DIST. ATTY. Gen. Phil M.
Canale, the prosecutor, said in
another broadcast interview
that Ray reportedly expects to
. be free within two years.

\ Canale said he was told this
by Foreman, but was uncer-
tain whether Ray thought he
would get out by way of court
! action or by escaping.

J udge Battle remarked in his
integview, “There has Ifeen:
‘ mthl‘ln talk of a conspiracy, but

“nollone saying so has Jettpro-
duced a single shred of
evidence or named an asso-

ciate or consplrator

, judge said he is puzzle k

by number of questions:

ol vwould truly like to Kaoy

‘how Ray actually found the

across the street.

Judge Battle said he was
convinced that a trial would
only have “muddied our un-
derstandmg of the substantial

idence which establi

Iy as the killer.” -

the prosecution wold
have had a chance to cross-
examine . Ray about his
finances, or how he escaped
from the Missouri State
Penitentiary, or about persons
who gave him any aid before
or after the slaying of Dr.
King,” the judge said.

“That assumes Ray would
have taken the stand. I doubt
very seriously that defense
counsel would have risked
placing Ray in such a pgsi-

correspondent Harry Reas er

jose who suspect a conspi hey
i} Dr. King’s killing are

ime people that gossip €ver
the back fence.” '

Foreman said the Ray guilty
plea was “in the public in-
terest.” Had there been a trial,
he added, “it’s highly likely

that there would have been

: oy »
' me, it seems miraculous that | trouble in the streets.

“There was talk of burning '
lemphis,” Foreman‘ decl‘ |

\ .
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Memphls, March- 16 UPD—
James Ear] Ray admitted as-
sassmatmg Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.. and accepted a 99-
year prison term because he
thmks he will-be out of prison
in-two years, Phil M. Canale,
Shelby county district attorney,
 said today.

Canale, appearing on a tele-
vised news conference, said

Ray told his attorney, Percy
Foreman of Houston, ‘“he

Judge W. Preston Battld, who

accepted Ray’s guilty plea and
approved the 99 - - year prison
sentence, said he is not quick

to accept the premise that Ray

alone was guilty.

“Like others, I would like to
know how Ray actually found
'the spot from which to fire,”
the Criminal court judge sa1d
today. “How did Ray

would be free in two years.” where|Dr. ng woul d by
Ray was a fugitive from the ;
Missouri State prison when
King, the Nobel Peace prize-
winning civil rights leader, was '

slain last April 4.
Didn’t Clarify Statement

@anale said - Ray was not
Spe ific with Foreman as yto

motel?”

galp his freedom thru fhe
courts or thru a prison brejk.

Ray was transferred to
Tennessee State prison last
‘Tuesday—the day after he ap-
peared. in court to admit the
slaying. He is being housed in:
the maximum security unit.

Canale pointed out that the
99-year prison term Ray ac-
cepted was the stiffest penalty
possible under Tennessee law,
aside from death in an elec-
tric chair that has not been
used since 1960.

Must Serve 30 Years
 The law provides that Ray
must serve at least 30 years
before he would be eligible for
parole. If he had gone to trial

and been sentenced to life he | &
would have been eligible for | :

parole in 15 years, 7 months.

Canale said the only legal
avenue open.to Ray would be a
writ of habeas corpus which |
would have to successfully

Wants Full Proof ‘
“T’d like the full proof,”’ said

March 10 when the agreement
was reached to permit Ray to
change his plea to guilty . . .
if any evidence would arise that
would point to a co-conspirator,
that person will be pursued and
treated as though he also had
his finger on the trigger.”

Battle said he accepted the
guﬂty plea because “I was on-

challgnge some phase of his

arreft and interrogation bgfore | |

he wps sentenced..
, district - attorney, ij }
21st year in the prosecjltor’s

office, said he was convinced |

b Tleftl a';'ljd‘ Carlt

25 S
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Jydge Explains
Rhy Plea Ruling

MHMSMb ﬂmJ’g
who received-James Earl Ray’s

‘guilty plea says a number of
questions about the Martin Lu-
ther King assassination were
left- outstandmg But he doubts '
that a trial by jury would have' ‘
cleared the air. |

These views were expressedr
in an interview yesterday by
Judge W. Preston Battle of
Criminal court, who last week
sentenced Ray to 99 years in
prison. - .

Number of Questions

The judge said he is himself .
puzzled by a number of ques-:
tions: -

“I would truly like to know !
how RAy actually found the spot
from which to fire. How did
' Ray know where the Rev. King
would be? How did he deter-
mine the type of weapon to be |
used? What are the details of |
the actual purchase and selec- |
tion of the weapon? Was he
alone in surveillance of the Lor- |
raine Npotel?

“Most puzzling of all is his
escape from Memphis. To me,
it sitems miraculous that hdlwas
abl} to flee to Atlanta deijpite
the:|all-points bulletins witjjout
his %vhme Mustang being spotted
- on a highway.” - |
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-Tleeing SIaYQp Ray
Lett Radio Clew

MEMPHIS (® — In his flight

from the scene of the Martin

Luther King assassination,
James Earl Ray abandoned a
pocket radio in a plastic case
bearing his number as an
inmate of the Missouri State
penitentiary.

The meaning of the number
eluded the authorities until
weeks after Ray’s capture last

June 8 in London, it was

!
I

disclosed yesterday.

James Beasley of the Shelby
county attorney general’s staff
said Ray dropped his rifle, a
pajr of inoculars, and the case
wifn the radio in it in a
dojrway near the rooming
hajfise from which he shot the
Négro civil rights leader.

On the case was etched the
number 00416 in numerals half
an inch high. That was Ray’s

number at the Missouri prison |

where he was serving 20 years
for robbery when he escaped
April 23, 1967.

Beasley said the radio was

“turned over to the FBI the day

un}il they pointed out to my
he| said, “but the FBI foljnd
them , within 24 hours by

of the slaying.” - f

treating the case, so the
numerals showed up.”

Fred Wilkinson, director of
the Missouri department of
corrections, said that if the
number had been made public
perhaps “someone would have
made an association -between
the two.”” ’

The number was kept secret,
but the FBI traced it to the
penitentiary about a month .
after Ray was caught. ‘

Warden Harold Swenson said |
Ray had bought the radio in the |
penitentiary canteen on AprilE
21, 1967 — two days before he °
gvt away. It cost $9.75. In

“1 couldn’t see the numerhls |

0
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PRISON CONFERENCE

today to visit Ray at the state

lAnother Ray Lawy
Hints New Evidence

NASHVILLE (# — James Earl Ray’s new lawyer arrlved

¥

prison and said he had new in-

| formation which convinced him that Ray did not assassinate

the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

- J. B. Stoner, a Savannah, Ga.,
attorney long associated with
the Ku Klux Klan, said he had
been retained by Ray in his ef-
fort to win a new trial.

Warden Luke Thompson of
the Tennessee State peniten-
tiary said that Stoner would
have no trouble seeing Ray if
the prisoner wished it.

Ray pleaded guilty March 10
to a first-degree murder charge
that he shot King in Memphis
last April 4. Ray was brought
here the next day to begin a
99-jrear prison sentence.

Chattanooga last night,
Stqper, 44, said he would be
aiéed in the case by a Chatta-
nooga lawyer, Robert W. Hill.

“I have some independent in-
formation about the Ray case
i from Memphis,” Stoner said.
“And from the information I
have, I believe it would have
been impossible for Ray to
have been guilty of having shot
King.”

Stoner said he thought Ray
had been pressured into enter-
ing the guilty plea because of
- national publicity which made
it impossible for Ray to get
a fair trial.

“Part of Conspiracy”’

“Certain magazines are part
of a conspiracy to libel Ray
and deny him a free trial,”
Stoner said. ‘‘This pressured
him into pleading guilty.

“l am representing Ray in
a libel suit against some na-
tional magazines . . . which
hajle accused him of a crime
of which he is not guilty.”

e did not name any maga-
ziffes.

Stoner’s entry into the case
was announced by Edward R.
Fields, director of the mili-
tantly segregationist National
States Rights party, who said
Ray first contacted Stoner .
after his arrest in London last

year.

ney whose office is in the
party’s headquarters in Savan-
nah, Ga., ran for Vice Presi-
dent under the party’s banner
in 1964.

Judge Reveals Note

Criminal Court Judge |WV.
Preston Battle Jr, of Mem-

Ray had written him saying he
wanted to withdraw the guilty
plea and stand trial.

Battle said Ray also wrote
that he had fired his attorney,
Percy Foreman of Houston.
Stoner is Ray’s third lawyer.
He earlier had dismissed
Arthur Hanes, a former Birm-
ingham, Ala., mayor.

The 99-year prison sentence

and Foreman, who said he

more than saving Ray’s life.
The sentence prevents Ray

‘from seeking parole for 30,

years. Under a life sentence,
he would have been eligible for
parole in 13 years.

Ray was reported to have
told officers who accompanied
him here from Memphis ffhat
he wished he had takenj| his
chances of getting a life jsen-
tence rather than the elefiric

chair.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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[AWYER HINT

a Nashville, March 21 (UPl—An
' attorney long- linked - with the

- Ga., linked in the past with the

Rights party, disclosed that he |
| plans to see Ray about the pos- ]l
| sibility .of f111ng a libel suit

RAY’S APPEAL

Ku Klix Klan disclosed ‘tonight .

he may meet with James Earl | {

| ‘Ray amid reports he may try
. for a new trial in the- assas-
| sination of Dr. Martm Luther
. King Jr.

J. B. Stoner, from Savannah

Klan and the National States Z

against a magazine.

“I'm not representing Mr
Ray in any criminal case,’
Stoner said. But when asked if
he would represent Ray in a
criminal proceedings if he Were !
asked Stoner added: ‘““Yes sir, |
I would if he asked me to.” |
Ray, on the advice of Afty..

rcy Foreman, the trial Ljw-

r from Houston, entere¢ a

ilty plea to the slayingy of

l! Uing on March 10.
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Ray: lawyer »

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP)—
James Earl Ray’s new lawyer
Saturday said he has new in-
formation that convinces him
that Ray did not assassinate
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

J. B. Stoner, a Savannah,
Ga., attorney long associated
with the Ku Klux Klan, said
he had been retained by Ray
in an effort to win a new trial.
He arrived in Nashville to
visit Ray in prison.

Warden Lake Thompson of
the Tennessee State Penitenti- -
ary said he had not been con- |
tacted by Stoner but the at—;
torney would have no trouble}
seeing Ray if the prisoner!
wished it.. 5

Ray pleaded guilty March 10 |
a first-degree mu'fder |
harge that he shot Kihg in |
Memphis last April 4. Ray was |
ought here the next day to : )
begin a 99-year prison sen- "’ o S

gt ‘ : :
tence.” | € g

“I have some independent | CHICAGO DAILY NEWS
information about the Ray case |

from Memphis,”” Stoner said. v ‘r.‘
“And from the information I | CILICAGO Ij;.ﬂ\@l.;
have, I believe it would have : .
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awyer convmce

Ray i

'NASHVILLE (B — Lawyer
J. B. Stoner said yesterday
James Earl Ray told him he
was ‘“‘pressured into a guilty
‘plea” and was innocent of
the assassination of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.

- Percy Foreman, Ray S pre-
vious attorney, sa1d in Hous-
ton that Ray had sent him
-a letter officially requesting
the guilty plea. “I have the

letter and I showed it to the -

judge and to the prosecuting
attorney,” Foreman.said. “I
wouldn’t leave myself open
on that count.”

HE SAID he advised Ray
to plead guilty “because I be-
ligyed he would be electr

if he didn’t.” Raj
ught he’d be electrocut

,”’ Foreman said.

Stoner, who visited Ray in
his maximum security cell at
the Tennessee State pem'ten-
tiary for 2 hours and 20 min-
utes, said he would represent
Ray only in libel actions.

The Savannah, Ga., attor-
ney told newsmen gathered
outside the prison he would
file libel actions against ‘‘Life
magazine and others” — and
anyone else who interfered
with Ray getting a fair trial.

Asked if he would repre-
sent Ray in his bid for a new
trial, Stoner .refused com-
ment. Stone earlier said he
had been retained to help
Ray win a review of his 99-

ear sentence following the | -
phe= ¢ - replied, “So. many have li-

gullty plea.

- HE DECLINED today t
who is paying his fof

orfhow much it is. -
past “associations

L"Kiux ‘Klan membe "

|nnocenf

ed in good splrlts for

n “in a hotel like this|]’
Hj} said Ray gave him pejf-
mission to make the stafp-

ment about being pressured !

into a guilty plea. Stoner did

‘not spell out when or how |

Ray will carry thru his an-

nounced intention of seeking -

a review of his case.

WARDEN LAKE Russell

said he conferred with Ray
after Stoner’s visit and Ray
“advised me that Mr. Stoper
is to be his attorney m a
civil matter.” .

Ray pleaded guilty March

10 to a first-degree murder

charge that he shot King in
Memphis last April 4. Ray
was brought here the next-

" day to begin a 99-year prison

sentence. = .
“I have sorhe independent

‘information about the Ray

case from Memphis,” Sto-
ner said. “And from the
information I have, I be-
lieve it would have been im-
poggible for Ray to have bee
gthy of shooting King.”

w&uld not harm hls casp,
Stoner said. .
“I have represented‘ klans-

men and other white men in
the past. I don’t think that
will hurt,” Stoner said. -

-Asked who in addition to
‘Life magazine would be in-
volved in libel action, Stoner

~beled Ray that it would be

: lunpossxble to 1nc1ude th

 JBut he said- “Life magazihe
ghd others” - could. ‘‘count jpn
” Stoner sald Ray - ap-
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ressured |
To Confess,

Ray Quoted

'NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — James Earl

Ray’s new lawyer said Saturday Ray has
reversed the position he took in open court
and now says he was innocent and was
“pressured into a guilty plea” in the murder
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

When Ray pleaded guilty in \Memphls —

| March 10, Criminal Court Judge W. Preston:
Battle asked him specifically if he had bden
prejsured in~any way into pleading guilfy.)
Rajf replied, “No.”

. Fut the lawyer who visited Ray Saturday,
J. B. Stoner of Savannah, Ga., reported he now
has changed his story.

Stoner said he would represent Ray in filing
libel suits against ¢“Life magazine and others”
who Stoner said interfered with Ray getting a
fair trial.

Ray’s brother Jerry of East St. Louis, IlL,
visited him almost immediately after Stoner
and the Nashville Tennessean quoted Jerry as
saying that Percy Foreman, Ray’s previous
attorney, “pressured” him into pleading
guilty.

The brother said he delivered “evidence’” to
support this claim consisting of contracts be- ;
tween Foreman and Ray, the Tennessean

- plead guilty “because I believ-

" electrocuted, too,”

réported in a copyrighted story. Foreman said
in Houston that Ray had sent him a letter of-
ficially requesting the guilty plea.

“I have a letter and I showed it to the ]u ge
an{] to the prosecuting attorney,” Foren’ nl
sajl, “I wouldn’t leave myself open on I at-
c t ”

“Forfemarn sandche rwonld: taker $15ﬁ,-000 dE.

plead guilty,” the Tennessegan
quoted Jerry Ray.

Foreman said Ray fixed the
$150,000 fee after the guilty
. plea had been agreed on.

Foreman said that when he
entered the case he took over a
contract held by Ray’s former
attorney, Arthur Hanes, under
which Hanes would have
received 60 per cent of the in-
come from picture, book and}
magazine rights. Foreman

: taﬂvrsn Ray since he was coﬂ-_

en asked if he would  he
y in a postconviction hed
igg in Memphis. He refused |
d{pcuss criminal aspects of f

case, saying he would repre-|
sent Ray in “‘civil. suits and

libel suits only.”

Stoner’s office earlier said he :

had been .

tained to help Ray win review

of his guilty plea and: 99-year

sentence for first-degree mur-

der in the death of Dr. King,-

slain in Memphis last April 4.
Stoner was the first person

estimated this at $400,000 from
all sales.

/‘When it appeared the (guil-

 ty plea was going through,pin

vjew of the fact that I wouldpe |
' relieved of the responsibility of
appeal, I thought there shduld|
be an adjustment of the fee in
his (Rau’s’ favor,” Foreman
said.

“I intend to assign all the
money. over $150,000 to some

bank in a trust for his family.” !

Foreman said. “Not him, be-
cause he’ll be sitting in a
penitentiary and it wouldn’t do
him any good.”

He said he advised Ray to

ed he would receive the death
penalty.” Ray “thought he’d be
Foreman
said. ’

e Tennessean also quoted
Rail’s brother as saying a pefji-

Il seeking a new frial, [in
whtch Ray would plead ingio-
cdnt to Dr ngs murder

| viously had been visited in his

f”‘ d here and, as nearly it
‘be learned, the third sin
he was returned to Tennessee

gave him permlssmn to

statement - about
ng pressured into a

.tlon of seekmg a rev

from London last July. He pre-

Shelby County Jail by Hanes,
former mayor of Birmingham,
 Ala., whom Ray fired Nov 10,
and Foreman.

Asked who, in addition to
ife magazine, would be in-.
villved in libel actions, Stongr
r¢plied, ‘“So many have libeljid
(Ray) it would be impos}ji-

ble to include them all.”” B{j{t,
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. J. B. Stoner leaves meeting with
des Earl Ray, his convicted assassir
‘clfent, "at Tennessee State Penitenﬁarj
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Many legal eagles agree “
that Memphis Judge W. Preston Battle shpuld |
deny James Earl Ray’s plea for a trigl in

7 - view of the fact that Ray replied in the rjega- |
ive when the judge specifically asked if he had been presgpred
p pleading guilty. But with all the confusion in the nation
ovijr the possibility of a conspiracy, we feel a trial could serve

a worthy purpose.
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lalm on Fee U nirue

“That’s a bunch of bull. How is :
some man doing 99 years gonna

Nashville, March 23 (UPD —
- Percy Foreman, Houston attor-
' ney, has called “a bunch of
" bull”’ a report that he demanded
everything James Earl Ray
would ever earn if he had -to
 defend Ray on an innocent plea
- in the slaying of Dr. Martin
. -Luther King Jr. -
. Ray’s brother, Jerry Ray,
' ‘was quoted today in a copy-
| righted story in the Nashville
. Tennessean as saying Foreman |
' had made the demand. Ray is
' reported seeking a new trial—
- with a new attorney.
. “Foreman said he would take |
| $150,000 if my brother pleaded |
- guilty,” Jerry Ray said. ‘‘But
: he wanted everything he [Ray] |
5 1d ever earn if he didn’t .
: [p ad guilty].”
oreman, contacted in Hous-

\0 “bhy- the Tennessean, said: v.ured” Ray into pleading gui y/

make anything?”
The Tennessean said Fore-

same financial arrangements
that existed between Ray and
his first attorney, Arthur
Hanes,

Foreman said when Ray de-
;cided to plead guilty he sug-
;gested to Ray that the fee be
adjusted and Ray signed a sec-
ond agreement to pay him
$150,000, a figure suggested by
)uav Foreman said Ray’s pic-
ture rights had already been
sold. for $175.000, plus 13 per
lcent of receipts.

Ray’s brother visited the T

. nessee state prison yesterdly :

and said he delivered evidente
- which showed Foreman “prjps-

man stated he took over the|’
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' NEW YORK (#—Percy Fore-
| man, the lawyer who advised
James Earl Ray to plead guilty
' to. the assassination of the Rev.
- Martin Luther King Jr., said|
.today an offer of $175,000 has*
 been made for the movie rlghts
to-the story. o

- Foreman said the offer was
made by Carlo Ponti, film
producer and husband of Ital-
ian- actress -Sophia Loren, to
-William Bradford Huie, Ray S
official biographer.
““And I'll-get - 60 per -cent- of

‘Lt 2’ Foreman said in an inter-
view in his New York hotel.

Look Series Funds

Foreman, of Houston, said
! Look magazine had guaranteed
another $85,000 for Huie’s
series of articles on Ray’s life,
"and that he [Foreman] is en-
titled to 60 per cent of that
also. -

Foreman . said Ray himsglf
hpd ﬂxed the attorney’s fee [pt

1 $2id he understg
ARt -Arthur J. Hanes, a fornfer
‘fhayor. of Birmingham, Ala.,
-who was Ray’s original lawyer
in the King case, had been paid
$35,000.

e Share Is $400,000

The attorney said that his
share of the movie, book, and
-magazine rights mlght "total

{only the $150,000 agreed upon.

|- Foreman said he would put
fanything above that figure into
tsust for Ray’s family. o
-He said he advised Ray to

1$£)0 000, but that he would take |

‘" féad guilty “because I be-
|he eved-he would be electrocuted |

) ) 'of askmg a rehearlng
ot ‘whlch e could withdrawfhis
ty plea« and -ask fer a ffial

iy ULy, Hismew attorney is :

: r Jerry, was

Percy Foreman Reveals °

Film Offer for Ray Story = = "

quoted by the Nashvilie Ten-
nessean yesterday as saying
the accused slayer was plaqpd

under financial pressure |py |
Foreman to plead guilty gpd :

take a prison sentence.

~*‘Foreman said he would take

$150,000 if my brother pleaded

tlling he would ever earn if he
n’t,” the TenneSsean quoled
rry Ray as saying.” ‘
Foreman descrlbed this as

“a bunch of - R ,

ilty, but he wanted ev Ef—
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an’t blame lawyer for|plea

Ray s hopes for new trlal

dealt blow by hlgh court

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UPI)
— The Tennessee Supreme
Court has dealt what could be
a fatal blow to the legal ground
on which James Earl Ray was
- reported to be basing his bid
for a new trial.

~ The high tribunal ruled
Wednesday that a convicted
. criminal cannot invalidate a
' prison sentence by saying he
pleaded guilty on the advice of
- hig)lawyer. A top legal source
saijf the ruling could “fit the
Jajnes Earl Ray case like a
glake

But the admitted slayer of
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. apparently is planning
to attack his 99-year sentence
nonetheless. A Memphis attor-
ney identified as Richard 7.
Ryan tried to visit Ray
Wednesday, but was turned
away by Tennessee state
prison authorities. They said
Ryan had not been officially
retained by Ray.

A PRISONER who was a cell
neighbor of Yay’s in the prison
said on his fplease Wednesday
that Ray tolfl him “he didn’t

expect to be in prison very
long.” James Powers said Ray
indicated he expected
returned to the Memphis jail
soon to await new legal pro-
ceedings.

The court’s ruling Wednes-

day came in the case of Robert
E. Richmond, who had peti-
tioned for a writ of habeas cor-
pus on the ground that his
pleas of guilty in two burgl Wy
cases were induced by

proper advice” from prlvat; ly
retained counsel.
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. MEMPHIS (®—James Earl
| Ray will seek to have his guilty
‘plea set-aside and go to trial
tfor the murder .of Dr. Martin
Luther Kiung ‘Jr.,- the Memphis
Press-Scimitar said today.

Thé newspaper quoted
sources which it said were
close to the case as saying that
Ray had written Criminal Court
Judge W. Preston Battle Jr.
from the state penitentiary in
Nashville asking a new hearing.

Report Lawyer Fired

. The newspaper said the letter
adyised Battle that he had
dis{harged Percy Foremany of
Hotiston as his lawyer.
y pleaded guilty of fi
| degree murder before Battle
March 10 and was sentenced to
199 years in prison. He began!
{serving his sentence in Nash-
ville the following day.
' In Nashville, Warden Lake
‘Russell said he was unable to
confirm whether Ray had sent
a letter to Battle from his
! maximum security cell.

Judge Not Commenting

Judge Battle declined to
comment.

Legal authorities said that to
reopen the case, Ray probably
would have to file a petition for
a Nlwrit of habeas corpus,

i

cortending that his legal Fights
wejle violated in some way '

far, no such petitiop has
been received by the Crigi
court clerk’s office.
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dge receives letter

'Ray wants a trlal T byju ,.y\'

- MEMPHIS (AP) — James

Earl Ray wants the judge to
void his plea of guilty and give
‘him a trial by jury on the
charge of killing the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

Ray’s intention to seek a new
hearing was stated in a letter
he wrote from his cell in the
state penitentiary to Judge W.
Preston Battle, who on March
10 accepted the guilty plan and
| imposed a 99-year sentence.

“He said he’s going to file a
post-conviction petition and get
a lawyer,” Judge Battle said
Wednesday in disclosing
receipt of the letter. “If he
does, then we’ll have an
evidentiary hearing.”

Such a hearing would give'

Ray a chance to show that his

lefml rights were impaired to

thi} extent that a new staif in
thi} case is warranted.

' EXPRESSING on surprise at

Ray’s move, Judge Battle
commented: ‘“Everybody does
it.” ,
Petitions from prisoners
have flooded the courts in re-
cent years in the wake of Su-
preme Court decisions more
sharply delineating the pretrial
rights of accused persons.

Percy Foreman, the lawyer
who advised Ray to plead guil-
ty and who says his connection
with the prisoner is now end d,
said in New York: ‘

“I think that James Efrl
Ray enjoys the spotlight and

any way he can keep the cen-
ter of the stage he will doit. I
wish him well. I don’t think it
advisable, but that’s = his
responsibility, not mine.”*

FOREMAN reiterated his
conviction that contrary to the
views of many who suspect a
conspiracy, Ray acted alone.

“James Earl Ray decided,
and he alone decided, to kil

Martin Luther King so that he

N
“"n«mpﬂ'

could ‘claim .the glory,’’

'Foreman declared.

_“I think James. Earl Ray
was a racist. He thought he
would be a hero. He. com-

‘| pletely misconceived the think-

ing of the white race.”

Ray; now 41, is ineligible to
seek parole until he has serjjed
30 years. With a life sentefjce
he would be eligible in 13 ydhrs

7 months
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“MEMPHIS (® — James Earl b
‘Ray wants the judge to reopen |,
the Martin Luther King Jr.|{

| murder case, void his plea of
| guilty, and try him by jury.

- Ray stated so in a letter from
the state penitentiary to Judge
W. Preston Battle, who on
March 10 accepted the guilty

i

sentence. _

plea and imposed a 99-year |

“He said he’s going to file a
post-conviction petition and get |
2 lawyer,” Battle said yester-.
day “If he does, we’ll have an.
ev1dent1ary hearing.” ‘

. Such a hearing would give
Ray. a chance to show that his
. legal rights were impaired.
Expressing no surprise, Bat-
tle commented: “Everybody
does it.” Petitions from prison-
ers have flooded the courts in
jrecent years in the wake of
| Supreme court decisions more
sharply delineating the pre-
tripl rights of accused persois.
jrercy Foreman, Who s;;

hli‘ connection with Ray |
ended, said in New York:

“I think James Earl Ray
enjoys the spotlight and any
way he can keep the center of
the stage he will do it. I wish
him: well. I don’t think it ad-
visable, but that’s his responsi-
bility.

Foreman reiterated his con-
viction that Ray acted alone.

“James Earl Ray alone de-
cided to kill Martin Luther
Kifjg so he could clai
glo[ ,” Foreman said.

¢l think James Earl .

was a racist. He thought he
would be a hero. He completely
‘misconceived the thinking of
the white race.’ -
vGov Buford Ellington of
referring to the

plracy theory, said
ders how “one man alfhe
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Klng Killer Flres
. His Attorney

* Mempbhis, March 19 [Special]
' —James Earl Ray, who on
| March 10 confessed in court
" here to the murder of Dr.
. Martin Luther King Jr., and ac-
' cepted a 99 year prison sen-
' tence, already has changed
|hls mind and is planning a
| post conviction hearing ap-
. | plication soon, Criminal court !
- Judge W. Preston Battle con-

flrmed today.

. The judge said he had re-

3 cgived a letter, written in (the
. sfite penitentiary at Nashville,
' ifywhich Ray stated he we¢

K
-

for the hearing ‘“‘in khe:
¥ar future.” Ray also in-|
formed the judge that Atty. | ‘

| Percy Foreman of Houston,

- who took: over Ray’s case last

fall after 2 Birmingham attor-

- ney was fired, “no longer rep-
i ' resents me in any capacity.”

1 Battle Not Surprised

|. Battle said that he had-not
{been surpriséd by this shift in
'|Ray’s, position. In a brief, im-
/ipromptu interview within an
|hour after conclusion of Ray’s
''trial qn March 10, the judge
|had predicted he ‘“by no
‘'means has heard the last of
i this' matter.”-
. At that time Battle pointed
|put that, in court, Ray had at
,‘imst six times affirmed that
be was guilty of first degree
surder, that he was “freely,
Willingly, and <without pres-
wre-from anypne” making his
and accepting fhe
d 99 year sentence.

I Do Understand”

ourt. record of thxs two

%1rid a half hour hearing also’

'shows ~ that Ray had been
| éross-examined repeatedly ,‘ by

| B4 ttle dbout his-willingnessy| as
4t of the proceedings,| to
ive his rights to a trial, t¢jan
agbeal to the Tennessee coutts,
| and, should it be necessary, an .
appeal of .the tr1al ﬁndmgs tot

|To a]l of thls the defenda I

ho sat unmoved a few miil-
utes earlier as he heard details.
of the ambush murder of the
| Negro civil rights: leader, re-
sponded with alacrity and con-
viction: “Yes sir. I do under-
stand.” ' :
Judge Recalls Words

In the post-trial interview

this waiving of rights there are
many ways Ray’s case can be
' returned to the courts. Under !
the circumstances 1 feel it
incumbent not to discuss the
trial or case ‘in any detail
because it can very well be
right back in my lap.”

Today the judge recalled
%these words and added that

violations of his rights, or on
writs of habeas corpus in either
| state or federal courts. ‘
i IIIn his letter Ray did not{fgi
ap indication of how soo

did he say what attorney nfight
be representing him. In his
past, during an appeal from a
20-year sentence in Missouri on

armed robbery in -1959, Ray
represented himself. In that
instance the appeal was denied.
. Ray Processes In

At Nashville, prison -author-
ities said Ray “still is process-
ing into the. Penitentiary
regime.” This requires a period
of about two weeks, normally,
| Warden Lake Russell stated.

Russell said the penitentiary
authorities had not known of
the letter to Battle. It was
dated March 16, indicating Ray
‘hady taken less than a weel to
losq] his fear of a death pendjty,
thef reason cited in courtf/for
acgppting the pemtennary 1ﬁb
ishment.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Ray might-ask for a rehearing |
on grounds of alleged. error, |

|

'a conviction for committing

i
:
h

Battle had said:’ “Despite all .

uld make his apphcatlon‘ nor |

-
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| Ray ° consplracy

ited by the F B

|discou

| By Jack Anderson

WASHINGTON— Despite; v

| James Earl Ray’s courtroom

| hint that others helped to plot staged at least two robberies done" budget cuts that were
contrary to the existing laws.|

| the assassination of Dr. Martin

| Luther King Jr., the FBI’s

$3,500,000 investigation of the

| shooting produced no evidence
of a conspiracy.

4 This column has checked

| carefully into all the con-

| spiracy angles. Here are the that enabled him to throw the Ijjt him get away with it.

| conclusions:

® Ray was a racist with a long
| record of crime and hate. He
i even refused to go to the
| prison’s honor farm because he
would have to work alongside
‘blacks. He also boasted to
fejjow convicts that he weuld

il Dr. King when he (got

ay flew to Los Angeles

~around Easter Sunday, 1967,
because he had heard that Dr.
King was scheduled to speak
there. Ray continued to stalk
Dr. King until the tragic day in
| Memphis a year later.

| ® Ray’s hints that he was aid-
| ed by conspirators apparently

®

" BJit it was able to trace Ray}

oney back to profits fro
uggling narcotics into pris
d to a series of holdups.

in this country, two in Canada, |
one in London and one in Por-
tugal.

® Although Ray bungled the
shooting by leaving clues that

| ohnson could leave the °
. flouse with a budget surp

hmt

I

t he flatly refused to {on-

“Mr. Johnson desperately

by leaving a record budget
rplus. But the mild-

easily would have convicted
him, he had a twisted cunning

FBI off his track while he
escaped the country. There is
no evidence to support the
rumor that conspirators hustl-
ed him off to Europe.

Clearly, Ray loves the lime-

light and can be expected to S

- tions.
make statements that will | The directives were routed

keep his name in the newspa-
pers. Those who know him say
he almost looked forward to
returning to prison as a celeb-
rity.

Note: The whispers of con-
spiracy, however, continue to !
circulate. Dr. King’s former,{
associates in the Southern

istian Leadership. Cqnfer-
e{\ ce find it easier to ise‘

| were meotivated by a psychotic
| | notion that he could .invent a
{ couple of nonexistent persons
and blame them for the actual
shooting,
death penalty.

Ray spoke, for example, of
'meeting a blond man named
“Raoul” in a New Orleans bar.
Later this same mystery man

supposed to have turned
1p in Montreal while Ray
'Eere ’I'he FBI could fmd

“Tjoney with the conspira

thus avoiding the|.

talk,
the air. - - 1
S * o
 The story can now be told of|
Lyndon Johnson’s New Year’s:

resolution to chop another $8
billion off his budget.

He invited Mr. Nixon’s
treasury secretary, David Ken-
nedy, to the LBJ ranch on New
Year’s Eve to discuss the plan,
which would have called for.
~drastic cuts in such govern-
ment programs as farm subsi-

ies. However, these programs.

ot be reduced without]an,
from Congress. '

ennedy agreed to usefhis

- influence with Mr. Nixon to)

first two months, he issued
more than 30 directives to de- | "
partment heads demanding an- | -

annered Kennedy wouldiyt

, o @
During President - Nixon’s

wers to controvers1a1 ques-

wanted to electrify the nation|

through Arthur Burns who ap-
pears to be emerging as Mr. | ‘
Nixon’s chief of staff.
Unlike President Elsenhower
who wanted to see only the
ajority views of his subordi-;
tes, Mr. Nixon wants to s
1 the minority reports qs
11
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NASHVILLE (P—James Earl
Bay, who wants to disavow his
‘admission of guilt in the mur-
der of Martin Luther King Jr.,
has been denied an immediate
‘meeting with a Memphis attor-
ney at the state prison here.
. Harry S. Avery, Tennessee
mmissioner of corrections,
|ld Richard J. Ryan was

c

b

‘y terday bécause he h:

beth officially retainpd as
‘Ray’s lawyer.
| _In another development the
“Tqfnessee Supreme ;¢

hahded down a decision tfhich |

collld become a major hjirdle
fort Ray in his bid to g

new trial and overturn his 99-.

year sentence.

The court, in an opinion by -
Justice Allison B. Humphreys
dealing with a burglary convic-
tion, ruled that a convicted !
criminal cannot seek to invali- |
date a prison sentence on
grounds he was misadvised by
his attorney to plead guilty.

Jerry Ray, James’ brother,
| said last week Ray would ask
j for a new trial on grounds he

was “pressured” by his former
| attorney, Percy Foreman, into |
 entering a guilty plea. Fore—1
j man has denied he pressured
| Ray. \
i Ray’s brother said a Mem-,
 phis lawyer had been asked
' to work on the new trial plea.

' He identified the attorney as'
| “A. J. Ryman.”

Prison sources said Ryan did:
| not present a letter or other
 proof of contact with Ray when
 he arrived at the prison. ‘
- Avery said prison regulations
' allow only the prisoner’s im-
mediate family to visit during '
an initial 6-week penitentiary
processing period. Thatgwould
meanffRay would not Le able
| to hayje other vxs1tors un il next
mont]]. .
“A# a courtesy we | usua]ly
ail ow any attorney who has
@en officially retained to visit

rts |
irt

Inmates at any time,” said'
Avery. “But we are not gping |
tofet in just any Tom, Jpick, ‘
an| Harry who would li to
refjresent him.” . '

very said Ray’s official
biographer, author William
Bradford Huie, also had been |
temporarily denied permlssmn

to visit Ray.
ned away by prison officials
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MEMPHIS (AP) — The judge who presided

er the James Earl Ray case since last sum-

er died in his chambers Monday of a heart

tack. “

Y Shelby County Criminal Court Judge

Preston- Battle, 60, was found slumped ov{r
his desk. He was pronounced dead on arrival
at a Memphis hospital.

‘Judge Battle accepted Ray’s March 10 plea
of guilty to the murder of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., and sentenced Ray to 99 years in the
Tennessee state penitentiary in Nashville.

While Ray entered a guilty plea to the Kin
slafiing, he later said he was pressured in
doiq so and would seek a review of his cas

Review Up To Battle
Ullder Tennessee law, it would have been
Judge Battle, as the judge who passed sen-
- tence, who would grant such a review.
Another Criminal Court judge said Ray’s

rights to a new trial would in no way be prej-
udiced because of Battle’s death.

Jugge Battle was found about 5:25 p.m., by

/District Atty. Gen. James Beasley, wh
was ¢pe of the prosecutors in the Ray case.

Anghutopsy performed Monday night by Dr.
Jerry T. Francisco, the same county medical
examiner who did the King autopsy, confirm-
ed that Judge Battle’s death was from a hearf
attack. ,

“There was no indication of any foul play,”
said Sheriff’'s Capt. A. C. Gilles. “I was one of
the first ones to view the body when it was
found.” '

(|  Phone Unanswered

Gilles jfaid Beasley’s discovery of the bijdy
came affpr Beasley was unable to contact the
judge for an appointment. :

“He was to meet with Judge Battle this

Ray Is

4

Judge

Monday afternoon,” Gilles said. “He had
called him several times and could got get an
answer. When he went to the judffe’s office,
the dopr was closed and the light yfas still on
and ﬂ thought there might be ! something
Battle was taken to Methodist
Hospital in a fire: department ambulance

' gimilar to one that carried the mortally

wounded Dr. King to a hospital last April 4
Dr. King was shot to death by a sniper

" while in Memphis to aid the city’s striking

garbage collectors. A memorial march for
Dr. King is scheduled here next Friday, the
anniversary of the slaying. | _
‘County Criminal Court Clerk James A. .
Blackwell said Judge Battle had signed the A
minutes of the March 10 Ray hearing,
therefore the guilty plea and sentence were
official. He said there was one cas€ on record
in the state where a judge died before sign- HICAGO,
ing the minutes, and that provided the basis
for a new trial. 3 _

" Judge |pattle said in a recent nterview he
remained| puzzled about several jinanswered /
questiong) in the Ray case but added that he AGE:

was cofivinced a trial would not have pro-

duced the answers.
Speaking of the agreement to accept the
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heart attack, ralsmg the pos-
s1b1hty that Tennessee may
have to give James Earl Ray
the trial by Jury ‘he now says
he wants. :
‘The 60-year-old ]urlst was-
found dead in his chambers last
mght On March 10 he had*
accepted Ray’s plea of guiltyto
the murder of -Martin Luther 4
King Jr. and sentenced him to:
99'years in prison. 3
Later Judge Battle disclosed:?
Ray had written from the state
penitentiary advising that he -]
wanted to withdraw his plea
and stand trial. 4

({ estion of Construal

Char es Galbreath, a Tennes- _ S :
see Ajjpeals court. ]udge said : found deaa®
today that if the letter is - '
construed as a motion for a gk LW trial’ ]_f Battle
new f{rial, the state would have | “ W ea¥-E
to give Ray one. - " e

Galbreath said such a motion | the g Q ’
must be granted under state | suiler. § ras made. But \3 e e
law if the trial judge dies or is | pi AKRESSERET , g ) TR e o
Ziudgec:i insane while the case|, " VESELGENL i completed. - CHICAGO AMERICAN
is pending. o s E -

In the case of a petition for a g Vas four!dt b};;‘, _ CHICAGO . ILLINOIS
writ of habeas corpus—under - an assisiams. ’
which a prisoner claims  his | di8 : ‘.' i )€
rights were denied—Tennessee | % s prosecutors in DATE: // - / (é’ ’
Supreme court Chief Justice |! id he had tried

Hamilton Burnett said Battle’s | - : . / é ./
death would have no effect on | uisHCHEIE aféﬁiggfaggg PAGE: / coL: /

the case, " still on i ‘
. o g still on. in the
C NoMotion onFﬂe . Cri 'nalcourt'§ EDITION: GREEN STREAK

“It makes no difference at ing when leav-'i

all” Burnett said, adding that

: s U L EDITOR: !LUKE P. CARROLL

a petition of this kind could-be | ¢ by ot ~ ' .

filed with another judge. beyam i f S ¢l
Criminal court clerk James r - =

A. Blackwell said no motion for | the . d found Battle St 35

a new frial nor writ of habeas A —— , ' .

—

eofpug) is on file in his office. WaS glven as

‘He-dij] not speculate on how | thei Qe | -2 : ‘
E'Bay’s letter might be mter- uti ;- s mbiical FBI—CHICAGO

ir y ‘would have. been|
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Memphls March 31 (P—The
]udge who presided over the
James Earl Ray case since last
summer died of a heart attack |
in: his chambers today.

"Shelby county Criminal court
Judge W. Preston Battle, 60,
‘was found slumped over h1s
desk. He was pronounced dead
on arrival at a Memphis hos-

b Dr, Jerry T. Francisc ':» con-

ed that Battle’s death was |

fx:om a heart attack.

-~ “There was no indication o
any foul play,” said Capt. A
C. Giles of the sheriff’s police
“I was one of the first ones

to view the body when it was |

found.”

Battle accepted Ray’s March '
10-plea of guilty to the murder |
j-of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., ’

| and sentenced Ray to 99 year

1n the Tennessee state peniten- |}

in Nashville.
Ray Changes Stand

plea to the King ,slgaym; , he

later said he was pressured
into doing so and would fiseek
a revr w of his case. L

U yder Tennessee law, it
woulq| have been Battle, ds the
judge who passed sentence,
whe would grant such a review.

~ |Battle was found by A st.!
‘Dijt. Atty. Gen. James Beas ey,
wlo was one of the prosecuLors
in the Ray case.

: l
as the klller » A
Battle was known S a
stitkler for the law and jfigid
| courtroom behavior. Hej| im-

| posed stringent restrictiofss on

news coverage of the Rdy trial.

He began his legal career in -

1934 as a county prosecutor,
le‘ v1ng the county seryice in

Judge Preston Battie

Judge Battle said in a recent

interview that he remained,
puzzled about several unan-!
swered questions in the Ray.
case but added that he was'
convinced a tridl would not

have produced the answers.

Speaking of the agreement tof
acc(fpt the guilty plea, he spid,

“I yfas convinced then and
conjinced now that the jirial
wotild have muddied our udder-
standmg of the substantialevi-
dence -which - establmhed Ray
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4 BY DOUG STONE

| ME‘IMPHIS (® — JudgeiW.
'Preston Battle has died of a |
‘heart attack, raising the pos-
sibility. that Tennessee may
have to- give James Earl Ray
the trial by Jury he now says
he wants.

The 60-year-old jurist was
found dead in his chambers last

night. On March 10 he had
‘accepted Ray’s plea of guilty to |

the murder of Martin Luther [
King Jr. and sentenced him to |

99 years in prison.

1 Later Judge Battle disclosed |
[ Ray had written from the state
| penitentiary advising that he

' and and trial.

~certa1n1y ‘would have been

did not speculate on Thow
Ray’s letter mlght be mter-
preted.

_ Blackwell sald Ray almost

entitled to a: new'trial if Battle g
had not signed the minutes of
thi} March 10 hearing wherf# the
'gullty ‘plea was made.; But
B]ﬁ;{ckwell said that was j) de-
tail the judge had completud.

1 Battle’s body was fodhd by

mes Beasley, an astjstant;
strict attorney genera)] who

s one of the prosecuters 1n
IRay § case.

Beasley said he had trled
{unsuccessfully to reach Battle
during the afternoon and
noticed lights still on in the

|

- chambers in the Criminal court
county jail building when leav-| Wf. PRESTON BATTLE
' Junst found dead

| wantgd to withdraw hlqi plea:

uestion of Construal
Chdtles Galbreath, a Téﬁne_s- ing for home.

see Appeals court judge, said

today - that - if the letter is
construed 'as a motion for a
new trial, the state would have-
to give Ray one. - .

Galbreath said such a motion
must be granted under state
law if the trial judge dies or is
]udged insane while the case
is pending.

In the case of a petmon for a
writ of habeas corpus—under
which -a prisoner claims his
rights were denied—Tennessee
Supreme -court Chief Justice
Hamilton Burnett said Battle’s

‘death would have no effect on

 the case.

No Motion on File
" “It. makes no dlfference at

ally Burnett said, adding that'

tition of this kmd! uld be
with another judge :

iminal court clerk: James
ackwell said no motion for

r bew trial nor writ of habeas

“I just thought something'
might be wrong,”’ said Beasley.
He said he opened the door to
the chambers and found Battle
slumped over his desk.

Judge’s Files Impounded

A heart attack was given as
the cause of death after an
autopsy by Dr. Jerry T. Fran-
cisco, the same county medical
examiner who did the postj'
mortem examination of King. |

The county’s four other crim- |
inal judges, along with city and |
county homicide officers, spent '
several hours in Battle’s cham-
bers late last night. They
emerged with boxes filled with
papers which a court offi jal |
said ffould be Jocked in a s

“Wi| don’t want Ray to tellf us
later {fhe wrote something) to
Judge! Baftle and it disap-
peared,” sa1d Beasley
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a new

MEMP'HIS (UPI) — The
death of the trial judge in the
James Earl Ray case could
prmg the convicted slayer of
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
;ng Jr. a new trial under Ten-
nessee law, an Appeals Court
judge said Tuesday.

*.The key apparently was a
letter mailed by Ray to Judge
W. Preston Battle, who col-
gépsed in his chambers and
died ofsa heart attack Monday.

|60, recently had return-

_ In a vacation he took af-

fer th¢j Ray trial ended three
weeks ago.
- Ray pleaded guilty to the
April 4, 1968, murder of Dr.
King in Memphis and received
& 99-year prison sentence. Ray
said his lawyer, Percy Fore-
man, advised him to plead
guilty to avoid a possible death
genalty.

FU5ETR. e AR 6 A TG R B Mg B

. BUT AFTER Ray began

serving his sentence in the
§tate prison at Nashville, he
teportedly had second thoughts
and considered seeking a new
frial. He wrote to Battle asking
for a new trial, sources said.
Battle’s office confirmed
receipt of a letter, but did not
divulge its contents.

:-Judge Charles Galbreath of

the state Court of Criminal Ap-|

peals said in Nashville that
‘Itenn1 see law provides that
any hotion for a new trial
pendipg before a deceased
g‘i’czg lmust be granted. The law

s not define a motion, or

Bow it must be filed, he said.

ay may ge'
trial

Judge W. P. Battle

“An attorney could make an
argument that a letter asking
for a new trial, in general
terms, was a motion for a new
trial,” the judge said.

GALBREATH emphasized
that he was only expressing
general principles of law and
did not want to pass on the
merits of the case unless it
was presented to him.

The decision, perhaps, would
have to be made by Battle’s
successor, to be appointed by
Gov. Buford Ellington. -

Battle, who had been picked
by lot from among five Shelby
County Criminal Court judges
to preside over the Ray|
apparently had been || dead
about two hours -when hi was
found slumped over. his

desk.
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studying the personal files of
Judge W. Preston Battle, who
died yesterday of a heart at-
tack, today discovered a second
letter from James Earl Ray.
Ray said the letter was notice
of an intent to seek reversal of
his ‘99-year sentence for the
'slaying, of Dr. Martin Luther
| King Jr,

The letters were found as the
four surviving judges of the
Shelby county Criminal court
sought to determine whether
Battle’s files contained any-
thing that could be considered
a motion by Ray for a new
trial.

Judge - Battle handed down
| the sentence after Ray pleaded
“guilty March 10 to the sniper
-slaying last April 4 of Dr. King,
who was in Memphis to aid the
city’s striking garbage workers.

The second Iletter, dat d
Mafch 26, stated:
I would respectfully requd st |

thes court to treat this lettsr
as a legal notice, of an intent
to ask for a reversal of the 99-
yeay sentence petitioner re

cel[ved in aforementi(ned

coujft.”

ether this statement {zon- |
stitutes a request for a new |
trial would have to be deter- |

mined judicially.

Judge Charles Galbreath of
the state Court of Criminal Ap-
. peals said after Battle’s death
'that a new trial would be auto-
matic if Ray had asked for a
new trial since Battle died be-
fore giving a ruling.

Acknowledged One Letter

ind Ra;;/ Letters

Memphis, April 1 (A—Judges | j,

never dlsclosed that he had
re(eived a second letter.

enessee law gives a 30-dgly |

grijce period after sentenc:
during which a prlsoner c

have his case reopened at the

judge’s - discretion. Ray was
sentenced March 10.

Automatlc if Asked

If the pre51d1ng judge dies
during fhis period, as in Bat-

tle’s case, Tennessee law is

clear. If a new trial motion is
pending, the trial automatically
is.granted. And if the judges

decide the letter does not con-

stitute a new trial motion, Ray
still has until April 10 to seek

a new trial. The outcome of '

that motion would be left to the
discretion of the new judge.
After Battle’s funeral tomor-
row, Gov. Bulford Ellington
will appoint the judge’s succes-
sorf So far, there has been ‘jo
mdffcatlon whom the goverd r

| wilt name or when he will najhe

The contents of Ray’s Letters '

'were disclosed by Criminal'

‘court Clerk James A. Black-'

‘well who took custody of Bat-
| tle’s official papers to be filed |
"as part of the court’s records.
attle had acknowledged re-
celpt of a March 19 letter fr

and had divulged some fof !
contents, including Rajf’s !
oL foranew trial. The judge |
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‘on new trial

'for Ray

prison-cell letters from James
Earl Ray and the death of the
judge who received them have
resulted in two judges’ dis-
f agreeing on whether Ray must
' be given a new trial.

The admitted killer of the

Jr. has been quoted as saying
he wants a trial by jury.

Shelby County Criminal Court
huddled with prosecution offi-
cials Tuesday. None of those at
the meeting would say what, if

JUDGE W. Preston Battle,
whq) accepted Ray’s guilty plea
in |Priminal Court Ma 10

disylosed nine days latell that

H lng 39

Battle, 60, died of a heart at-
tack Monday in his chambers.

Associates who searched his {
official effects said Tuesday |

that they found a second letter
from Ray. He asked the judge
to treat the letter ‘“‘as a legal
notice of an intent to ask for a

tence.”

on the implications of the
letters. :

Judge Charles Galbreath said
Monday that a motion for a
 ndv trial filed within 30 days
" offfthe original trial is aujomat-

“icfilly granted when theffjudge |
who presided over thq case |
~dies before actmg M the |

motlon

MEMPHIS (AP) — Two|

|

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King }

and|sentenced him to 99 |jears, |
he had received a letter from?

Ray, saying he intended to|
i “file for a postconwctlon hear- |

State Criminal Appeals Court |

Faced by conflicting opin- |
fons from higher judicial.
authority, four judges of the

any, conclusion was ‘ reached. |

reversal of the 99-year sen- |

HIGH COURT judges differ |

- But Chief Justice Hamilton |
Byynett of - the Tennessee:
Sypreme Court said Ray’s let-
teyls, even if construed as | o- |

tishs,
guarantee a new trial. -

“The new-trial plea is on S of ;
the rights Ray waived in |
! pleading guilty, along with his |

right of appeal to other state
courts,” said Burnett.

The justice said any petition
filed by Ray would have to be
ruled upon as a habeas corpus
writ, in which a prisoner con-
tends his rights were violated.

THE MEMPHIS Commercial
Appeal reported that “at the at-
torney general’s office, it was

1| preliminary hearpg on

the nlotions implied in|
letters| probably will be k)

¢ about"two weeks.”

Ray entered the guilty plea |
before Battle in exchange for a !

99-year sentence.
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R{Ptnal Dllemmﬂ
Spurred hy Ray’s
‘Notes to Judge

MEMPHIS #®—Two prison

cell letters from James Earl !
Rayan d the death of the judge
who received them have placed -
- Tennessee in an apparentle gal
dilemma.

The problem iswhe ther the
. circumstances may force!
- authorities to give thea dmitted
- killer ofM artin Luther King
- Jr., thetr ial by jury he has'
-~ been quoted as saying he:
~ wants.
Faced byse emingly conflict-
. ing opinions from higher judici- .
al authority,f our judges ofth e
‘| Shelby county Criminal court
huddled with prosecutiono ffi-
cials yesterday. None of those
| at the meeting would say if any
| canclusion wasrea ched.

Letter from Ray
ajicepted Ray’s guiltypl ea i

'| Qfiminal court March 10 a

ntenced him to 99 years,

|disclosed 9 days later that he

had received a letter from Ray,
'| sayinghe intended to “filefor a
post-conviction hearing.”

Battle, 60, died of a heart
attack last Monday in his
chambers.

Associates who searchedh is
official effectssa idy esterday
they found a second letter
which Ray asked the judge to
| treat “‘as a legal notice of an
| intent to ask for a reversal of
the 99-year sentence.”

Kept SecondL etter

Existence of the second letter
written from the state peniten-
tiary in Nashville, had not been
| made public by the] udge. Its
| wording raised the question
{ whether it was the wvalid
! equivalent of a motionf or a
+ new trial, or perhaps a writ of
| habeas corpus.

“I understand on one avenue !
of appeal,” Ray’s second let
s#d, “I have only 30 days i

ich to file review notice, fp :
hive previous sentence [
-d@side. That isth e appeal route |

» which I address the court.”

-i|Ray .apparentIy referred fp a ;
-day review period in whi¢h a .
dge may reopen a case atihis |

iscretion. .
High Court Differences
High court judges differed on
lthe implications of the letters.

State Criminal Appeals court |

Judge Charles Galbreaths ays a
motion for a new trial filed
within the 30-day review period
is automatically granted when
the' judge who presided over the

- case dies before actingon it.

But Chie f Justice Hamilton
Burnett of the Tennessee
Supremem court said Ray’s
letters, even if construed as
motlons, do not automatically
guarantee a new trial.

Waived New Trial
‘‘The new frialpl aeis one
t rights Ray waived i
pleading guilty, along with hi

right ofa ppeal to other stat :

courts,’’ said Burnett.
The Memphis Coomercial
Appeal reported that “at the

attorneyg eneral’s office, it was
'said a preliminary hearing on

the motionsim plied in Ray’s
letters probably will be held in
about2 weeks.”

Ray entered the guilty plea
before Battle in exchange for a
99-year-sentence for the April 4,
1968 sniper slaying of King.

Ray Claims Pressure

In court, Ray was asked
repeatedly by Battle whether
he understood that such a plea

ecluded appeals. He said\he

d

‘ Ray has claimed since tjat

ea.
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La :yer i Flg
for New Trial

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (B—
James Earl Ray has hired al
third lawyer, this time in an
effort to help him win a new
trial. in the murder of Dr.|
Martin Luther King Jr.

King was assassinated in
Memphis a year ago tomorrow.

State Corrections Com-
missioner Harry S. Avery said
today that Richard J. Ryan of
Memphis has been hired by

Ray.
Trial Judge Dies,

Ray previously sought a new
triaffy in a letter to Criminal
Couft Judge W. Preston Baftle

Mofiday. Battle had sentenged
Ray to 99 years in prison after
Ray pleaded guilty in King's
death.

whether he will get the new

plea closed the door to ‘a new
trial.

Law in His Favor
. On the other hand, Judge
Charles Galbreath of the State

. Court of Criminal Appeals says
|state law reqires that any.

' prisoner who has asked a new

trial will get it if a judge died
before he had a chance to act |

-on it.

prison officials last week when
he sought to visit Ray Warden

prisin officials by letter that he
has hired Ryan.

Jr.,who died of a heart attack

. There is legal dispute over |

‘{rial. Chief Justice Hamilton |
Burnett of the State Supreme |
Court has said Ray’s guilty |

Ryan was turned away byE
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ithln 2 years’

Inmates

WOuld

kill Ray: guard

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UPI)
— A" Tennessee State Prison
guard says James Earl Ray
would be dead within two
~ years if he were taken from
- his maximum-security cell and
placed with other prisoners.

In a:-copyrighted story in the

ashville Tennessean Wednes-

y, the unidentified guard

id prison officials would be
“smart” to keep Ray in max-
imum security as long as he is
confined here.

The guard said offieials are
“seriously considering ” mov-
ing Ray from his maximum

security cell when his
classification period is up later
this month.

“The temptation to kill the
nflan who killed Martin Luther

King Jr. will be too great for
ibme of our prisoners out
here, the guard said. “They’ll

get him and there’s nothing we

can do about it.”

WARDEN Lake Russell |
declined comment on the .

guard’s statement. Earlier,
Russell had said he could see

no difficulty in allowing Ray to !

mingle with other prisonerg

“I don’t have the feeling he |
is in danger from any innjate |

or other source,” said Russell
shortly after Ray arrived to
begin serving a 99-year sen-
tence for the assassination of
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.

Any decision to move Ray
would await the outcome of his

attempt to get a new trlal in
Memphis.

The newspaper said an unof-
ficial survey showed that aj
least 12 persons have been
killed inside the prlson smcé
195/
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Speclal hearing today

Brother doubts
Ray guzlty plea

By JErry Lipson -
Staff Writer

 MEMPHIS A special

- hearing in the James Earl Ray

- murder case was set Monday,
amid speculation he may plead
guilty to the slaying of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.

However, Ray’s brother,
John, said he would be *sur-

prised’’ if his brother pleaded-

- guilty. John- said the family
, would understand, though, if
-the change in pleas were
made.

-have tired of being under cons-
tant observation in his cell by
guq'rds and closed-circuit tele-

“ ll the time he has spent up
there (in the cell) may have
affected his mind,” Ray said of
his brother. “He can’t even go
- to the bathroom in private.

“I’d be surprised if he plead-
ed guilty,” Ray said. “They
must have more evidence than
I know about.”

~ RAY SAID he saw his
t brother for an hour Saturday
land that nothing was said
i about a guilty plea or rumors
Ethat the defense attorney,
| Percy Foreman would be fired.

! “He was in good spirits,”

d| refused to comment on
pofts that James Earl Ray
would plead guilty and receive
a 99-year prison sentence.
However, excellent sources in-

John said his brother mayv

James Earl Ray

dicated that the change in
pleas would be made.

A flurry of excitement
developed during the weekend
with reports that Ray was
“upset,”” and presumably hav-
ing second thoughts about
Monday’s hearing before
Criminal Court Judge W. Pres-
ton Battle.

REPORTS EVEN circulated
that Ray was ready to fire
Foreman, who took over as de-
fense attorney after
dumpéd Birmingham attorne
Arthur Hanes Sr.

The only hint from Forema
about difficulties with Ra
came Sunday when he told a
Daily News reporter “I'm

Ray

havmg & problem with: m;rch-
ent
However, Foreman apparent-

ly was alluding to Monday’s’

special hearing, because mem-.
bers of Ray’s family said there.
was ‘“no possibility” a new
lawyer would be sought.

The attorney’s mood bright-
ened after a 90-minute meet-
ing with Ray in his steel-
sheathed cell in the Shel by
County Courthouse, and a 50-

~minute huddle with the pros-

ecuting attorney, Deputy Dist.

Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale.

Canale has said he wouldi

seek the death penalty for Ray.
Tennessee last held an expcu-
tion in 1960.

THE LATEST developments

raised the questio~ of why the

state would accept a guilty

plea now. An official said one
reason is the cost and time.

“It would cost us $50,000 and .

could take- two months just to
present the state’s evidence,”
he said. “We have every bit
of 100 witnesses coming - in
from all over the world.”
Unlike Illinois, where a guilty
plea shuts off further public
action except for sentencing,
Tennessee requires a public
hearing. Such a hearing is
superficial, however.
Prosecutors must present

evidence to a jury much »as_

in
he

they would to a grand ju
seeking an indictment.

jury then must formally fap-

prove the recommended fen-
tence. ,
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_ﬂlayrnrmally i
Asks Retrial

MEMPHIS. (® — James Earl

" Ray has taken the first formal

. step to get a new trial for the

- slaying of Dr. Martin Luther |

" King Jr.

. A motion requesting a new

’-trial was filed yesterday in

. Shelby County Criminal court.

No-date was set for hearing

- the motion. It was anticipated !
|| that Ray, who was held in a
Jtop-security cell in the
‘| Memphis jail for 8 months,
| would be returned Yor such a
'| hearing.

Ray pleaded guilty March 10

‘to shooting King and was

sentenced to 99 years in the
state penitentiary. He began

| talking about moving for a full

trial virtually as soon as his
gullty plea was entered.

y plea. -

e motion asserts that Ra |
| wal| pressured into entering t
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Ra Enters Motion
‘ Obtaln Full Trial

MEMPHIS (AP) — James
Earl Ray took the first step
Monday to get a full-fledged
trial for the murder of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. A mo-
tion signed by Ray and three
attorneys, requested a new
trial and was filed in Shelby
County Criminal Court.

No date was set for hearing
the motion. It was expected
that Ray, held in the Memphis
jail for eight months, would be
returned for such a hearing.

The petition charged that
Ray’s previous guilty plea was

rce, a sham and a
mock ry of justice.” He has
~contended he was forced into

makijpg the plea.

Ray’s motion said one of the
grounds on which he seeks a

new trial is the “confhct of in-
terest” of his two previous
defense attorneys — Arthur
Hanes of Birmingham and
Percy Foreman of Houston.

_ Ray said the attorneys “ac-
tually represented William
Bradford Huie and their own
financial interests. . ..” Huie
has written magazine articles |
regarding Ray, will publish a .
book on Ray’s life and is nego-
tiating movie rights for it. i

Ray pleaded guilty March 10 ,
to shooting Dr. King on April 4,
1968, and was sentenced to 99
years in the penitentiary.

Under Tennessee law, a guil-
ty plea in a capital case re-
quires the state only to present
evidence that a crime was)
committed. In the March 10
hearing, the state presented
five witnesses to provp

ottlined the case the { state

weuld have presented had
there been a full trial. f
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ewsbriefs

Ray files pleb‘
for new trial

. MEMPHIS — James Earl Ray took the first formal step Mon-
day to get a full-fledged trial for the slaymg of the Rev. Dr.

rtin Luther King Jr.
|A motion requesting a new trial was filed in Shelby d&:my
1

q iminal Court. No date was set for hearing the motion. ||Ray
peaded gullty March 10 to shooting Dr. King and was sentunced
to 99 years in the state penitentiary.
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RAY SUIT ASKS

Nashvxlle, April 1 »—
James Earl Ray, serving a 99-
year prison sentence for the
murder of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., sought today to void
contracts for at least $200,000
with his former lawyer and a
biographer.

Robert Hill Jr., a Chatta-
nooga lawyer, filed suit in
United States District court |
accusing lawyer Percy Fore- |
man of Houston, and writer
William Bradford Huie of
Hartselle, . Ala., of “looking |
out for their monetary inter-
ests, rather than the rights”
of Ray.

Charges Money Interest |
The suit and exhibits in-
dicate Foreman was to re-
ceive royalties up to $165,000
from writings by Huie on
’s life. Huie was. to receife

at |least - $35,000 himself fr
sale of magazine articles aj)d |
a jpook entitled, “He Slew the
Dreéamer.” i

The result, the lawsuit says,
'was that Foreman had “a
strong monetary interest in
having Ray found guilty and
sentenced to a 99-year term |
for a crime which he did not |
commit.”

- The development came as
a spokesman for Criminal
court at Memphis said an an-
nouncement was expected.
Wednesday on a date for a
hearing on Ray’s plea for a|
new trial on a flrst-degreel

\ |then pressured him into plead-

dhed charge “of  muidef _'
-first degrees’ v
he petition for a prelinti-
nary injunction. against- en-Ai

’forcmg -the contracts-said,"

“Foreman- told ‘him _that this.
course was the :only way to
save Ray’s life—all of this
in spite of the fact that peti-
tioner had at-all times' pro-
tested his innocence :to - Mr.
. Foreman.” .

King was slain Apr11 4, 1968
in Memphis, where he had
gope to lead a demonstrati

| the city’s 1,200 garba
wirkers. They settled a stri
a amst the city soon after tk

ivil rights leader’s death.

murder charge in King’s'
death. Ray fired Foreman |
after plea_dmg/ guilty March 10,

Foreman Denies Pressure

Both the new trial bid and
the attempt to nullify the con-
tracts with Foreman and Huie
|are based on Ray’s charges
that he was. pressured by
| Foreman - a. charge whigh
AF eman hag deénied. * ‘

lawsuit in federal ¢

» Ray ‘qchargcﬁ that' Fore- ,
* advised,” then C'ajoled]
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‘ hearlng

May 26

'MEMPHIS (UPI)—A hear- |

ing to determine whether
James Earl Ray will be tried
again for the slaying of Dr.
- Martin Luther King Jr. has
- been set for May 26.

Criminal Court Judge Arthur
C. Faquin said he permitted
! the Shelby County attorney
- general’s office and Richard J.
Rvan acting on behalf of

: and was sentenced to 99 years

; in prison, but later wrote to the

late Judge W.. Preston Battle

saying he was ‘‘pressured” in-

to the move.

He asked Battle for a new .
_trial, but Battle died March 31,

before he could rule on the
matter. Faquin was named to
| succeed Battle as trial judge.

IN THE HEARING, Faquin |

" will determine whether the let-
ter constitutes a new trial mo-
tion and whether it comes un-

der ,a Tennessee law that'

autonjatically grants such mo-

tions {jif the judge dies [before

ruling| on them.

Ray is confined to the| maxi- |

mum-security unit at the state
prison in Nashville.
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