NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UPI)
— Harrey S. Avery, fired
Thursday as state corrections
commissioner, says James
Earl Ray told him that a con-
spiracy existed to kill the Rev.
Dr. artin Luther King Jr.

In an intereview Friday,
Avery also said contracts be-
tween Ray and attorney Percy
Foreman eventually will be the
{ basis for a new trial for the
convicted assassin.

Avery said the contracts
place Ray in ‘“‘a position of

duress.”

LAST MONDAY, crimin
Coxrt Judge Arthur Faquin d :
niel Ray’s new trial bid ang _ . . ‘ 57 Lrpr7 o AS
saifl the convict had waived hii | " )

ignts to a new trial when he | CHICAGO DAILY NEWD

pleaded guilty in the King ‘
~murder. Ray’s attorneys said | CHICAGO ILLINOQIS
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I lot to klll

ames Ray

revealed

~ NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UPI)|
— State Corrections Comr. Har- :
ryry S. Avery said Monday that -
he had received information of
a plot to kill James Earl Ray.
In a television interview,

- Avery said he received a|
telephone call while he and
other prison officials were in-|
terviewing the convicted Kkiller
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. He added that the |
identity of the caller has been '
established and that the con-
spiracy has ‘“some founda-
‘tion.” - ‘
He said the incident occurred
March 12, the day after Ray
pleaded guilty and received a
99-year{ sentence, and tlpat ‘it
had a| lot to do witll the
decisioz| to keep Ray in|max-

imum -$ecurity at the |state ,ﬁf’é P .
_ prison. e P
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Fear prisoners’

| NASHVILLE, (®—Harry S.
Avery, state commissioner of |

|- corrections, says fellow
. prisoners in the state peniten-

| tiary have threatened to kill
. James Earl Ray, the ad-
. mitted slayer of Martin
* Luther King Jr.

. Avery said yesterday that
. word of the ‘threat, which

- came in a phone call, “had a

- lot to do”” with his decision to
keep Ray in a maximum
security cell.

‘W E. Hopton, director of
the'| Tennessee bureau of
crinjinal identification, sid he
had ‘heard nothing about the.
threat. The TBI normally

plot to kill Ray

would be called on to investi-
gate such an incident, espe- |
cially one involving the Ten- |

nessee state prison where

. Ray is serving a 99-year

sentence.

Avery said he talked with
the caller 20 minutes, traced

the call, but was able to

identify the caller.

AVERY MADE the dis-
closure in an interview witha

televisio newsman.

~ He said in the interview !
that he considers the alleged

conspiracy threat ‘“had some
foundation.” He speculate i

would be possible for a Kkifler

to reach Ray even in ‘fhe
maximum security cell. ;
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Ray seeks new trial

James Earl Ray (right), accused slayer of Dr. Martin Lu-
~ ther King Jr., is led from the Tennessee State Prison at
ashville by Maj. Mickey McGuire of the Tennessee Hig
way Patrol. Ray was taken to Memphis for his hearin
onday to determine if he should receive a new trial in th

laying. (UPT) SRS
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R y’s rlgHS

--attorneys

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) —
Attorneys for James Earl Ray,
serving a 99-year sentence for
the killing of the Rev. Dr. Mar- |
tin -Luther King Jr., filed an
amended suit Thursday charg-
~ing Ray’s civil rights were

| violated by two lawyers and a
writer.

- The suit was filed in U.S.
| District Court by Ray’s latest
!lawyers Robert W. Hill Jr.
! andf¥. B. Stoner. :

D¢fendants named viere
Artllur Hanes, the first Ii wyer
to take the Ray case; Percy
Foreman, the lawyer who
replaced Hanes and re-

presented Ray when a guilty ‘ PN S

plea was entered, and William &,»}f » f’ O
Bradford Huie, Ray’s. Sl e
biographer. ;
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| Memphis, Mlay 22 {PD—A car-
cars late tonight sped James

State prison near Nashville to
the ‘Shelby county jail here in

ance Monday.

his plea of guilty and 99-year

i sen_ nce for the assassination

. Martin Luther King

completed under hea

avan of 11 state highway patrol .

Earl Ray from the Tennessee

preparation for a court appear- '

. Ray will be seeking to void '

'i e transfer was made |jn
, segfecy, and only when it hijd
I be
. guard was it made known. -
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ay Taken to Memphis B

mes Earl Ray, convicted killer of Dr. Martin Luther King, is es- | ,‘

) '

corted from Tennessee state prison for trip to Memphis where his law-
- yers will file a new trial motion on Monday. .« - - e
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ay denied new

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (UPI) — Criminal Court
Judge Arthur Faquin Monday turned downa
- request for a new trial by James Earl Ray,
the admitted killer of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.
His attorneys said later they will appeal
. the denial.
Faquin ruled that Ray “knowingly, in- |
telligently and properly”’ pleaded guilty to the
- Hjing slaying during his trial March 10. Afte
ceptmg a pre-arranged 99-year prison sen

nce, Ray changed his mind and said hil| :
- lawyer had pressured -him into pleading gui
ty. : ‘
Faquin said there was ample evidence from
_the minutes of the trial that the guilty plea
'was proper. :
Ray, wearing a brown checked sport coat,
olive trousers and a yellow tie, sat quietly
during the hearing. He was brought here from
thp state prison at Nashville under heal}y
gJfard last Thursday.

aquin inherited the case when the trijl !
judge, W. Preston Battle, died March 31.
Ray charged that attorney Percy Foreman |
used him for personal gain. He hired attor-

neys Robert W. Hill Jr. of Chattanooga, J.B.
Stoner, Savannah, Ga., and Richard J. Ryan
) Memphjs to handle hlS appeal. |

he state contended that Ray sign{|d -
wilivers during his trial and was not entitl
t¢any appeal. :
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mphls, May 26 (}H—James
Ray was denied
today in the assassn ation

Ea
tri
of {Dr. Martin Luther Kit

dge Arthur C. Faqu .
ruled that Ray’s March 10
guilty plea closed the door on
another ftrial, an appeal, or.
any other type of post-conv1c-
tion action by the defense. In,

. | han{[s.

yers. He alternatlvely crossed
andpuncrossed his legs and at
timqs leaned his head on ]

Ordered Back To Jall 4
After the ruling, Faquin
ordered that Ray be returned.
to his maximum-security cell’
in the state penitentiary at'

Nashville to ‘continue serving

addition, Faquin ruled, R a yl his 99-year term. Sheriff Wil-

had signed voluntarily a waiver |

of these rights and had stated
in open court he did so with
full understanding and at his
own free will.

Appeal Possibilities Told

J. B. Stoner of Savannah,
| Ga., one of Ray’s three attor-

porgjrs that “some mdves”’

5[l be made by the defense

; but he said what |and
when had not been decided.

Further appeals could be

ased upon virtually any step
the prosecution of ]udg14
1 the case, a legal expert saill.

neys, noted an exception to
the {Jecision. Later, he told re- |

!

] Warden, Vanderbilt unj-

‘versity professor of criminal
law, said the ultimate route for
any appeal probably would be
a petltlon for a writ of habeas
.corpus, in which a verdict is
set a51de and the whole case
‘1s started over.

! “He [Ray] may have a half-
" dozen allegations which he feels
‘may justify a new trial,”
| Warden commented. ‘‘Whether
. he willjget anywhere with them

\1s andther question. Thely’re

easy hough to file.””
As the judge read the lemjithy

-that

ion; Ray, clad in a brgwn-.

| cpcked sports coat, ohvep ts
yellow tie, fldgeted inihis

chan' dn‘ectly behind hls hw-

liam N. Morris said later that
any time the state wanted Ray
back, “It can come for him.”
Later, Ray was returned to
his cell in- Nashville.
The Ylearing before Fagiin,
who suljceeded the late
W. Pre{ton Battle in the ¢
was deoted to lengthy Jigal
citations and arguments on fine
legal pomts Ray at tlmes

séemed distinterested and
gazpd around the counsel *able
He| id not take the stand

Al the outset, the dq ense
struck from its new trial n{ption
allegations that Ray had been

 denied effective counsel when
he pleaded guilty and that there
had been conflict of interest. It

pegged its argument on a sec- -

tion of the Tennessee code that
states a new trial motion must
be granted if the trial judge:
dies while the motion is pend-
ing. !

Faqqpin ruled, however, |{that |
ction of the code dig| not
appl
teredfla guilty plea “sincé the .
motion already has been acted '

. upon.”’

hen a defendant ha(| en- !

James. Earl Ray __
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J‘Walved rlghts’

Ray denied *

new trial in

King slaying

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) —
James Earl Ray, admitted
assassin of civil rights leader
Dr.gMartin Luther King Jr.,
was denied a new trial Mon-
day‘

- J ,_’4 ge Arthur C. Faquin Jr,,
hel dthat the evidence showed
Ray had voluntarily and in
good faith entered a guilty plea
- to the slaying. Under Ten-
nessee law, the judge held,
~ such a plea precludes a motion
for a new trial, for postconvic-
tion re edies or an appeal-

Faqv. n, who succeeded the

lat eJidge W. Preston Battle
in the case, further held that

Ray waived all rights to file a

i motion for a new trial or for

an appeal.

He ordered Ray returned to
the state penitentiary at
Nashville to continue serving
his 99-year term, i

"RAY fidgeted in his captpin-
style chair as Faquin read|his
lengthy opinion. He crollsed
and recrossed his legs and
alternately rested his head on
his right or left hand.

J. B. Stoner of Savannah,
one of Ray’s attorneys, told thee
court the defense took excep-
tion to the ruling. He]|later
said, “Some move” would be
made, but declined tod| say
whene or what it would
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another
retrial bid

MEMPHIS (AP) — James
Earl Ray Monday was again
denied a new trial.

The action came during
Ray’s increasingly complicated
effort to take back a guilty
plea he entered March 10 in
the slaying of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. .

J. B. Stoner and Richard
Ryan, two of Ray’s new
lawyers, asked Criminal Court

Judge Arthur Faquin for per-
mission to go into an appellate
court in an attempt to overturn |
his denial May 26 of a new

trial for Ray.

Faquin held that his earlier

decision was an interlocutory
decree — one that is not final

— and that defense lawyers

should file a bill of exceptions.
He gave them 60 days to do
 this.

* appei|l
n and the one hand{|d
' down Monday to the Tennessée
Court of Criminal Appeals.

Tht} lawyers said they wodld
both Faquin’s Mily
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Ray Retrial Appeal Denied

o f MEMPHIS, Tenn.—Another appeal for a new trial by the
“atfbrneys for James Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty in March
| tol‘e murder of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., was turned|down
yesterday by Judge Arthur Faquin Jr. in Shelby c

Criminal court. The judge, on May 26, had refused to {grant
“Ray a new trial. The lawyers said they would appeal both
!the ‘May decision and yesterday’s ruling by Faqum to the

j: Tennessee court of criminal appeals.
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Tennessee flght

Ray case heads
‘for higher court

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (UPI)
- The Tennessee Supreme
Court stands as the next likely
step in James Earl Ray’s quest
for a new trial in the slaying of
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.

The state court of criminal
appeals Tuesday vrefused to
assume jurisdiction in the case
after hearing arguments from

' both sides.

One of Ray’s attorneys, J. B.
Stoner of Savannah, Ga., in-
dicated that the case may be
taken next to the state Su-
preme Court on a writ of cer-
tiorarj, a form of appeal.

RAY, SERVING a 99-year
sentejlice in the state peniten-
tiary s at Nashville, contends
that his former attorney, Per-

cy Foreman talked him into
pleading guilty to the slaying
of the civil rights leader.

But Thomas E. Fox, deputy

state attorney general, told the

appeals court in reviewing the
case that “nothing shows that

this man’s rights were pre-

judiced.”

Ray’s petition contended that
Memphis Criminal Court"
Judge Arthur Faquin erred in-

granting a state motion to

strike a defense move for a

new trial at a hearing in
Memphis May 26.

But Fox cited precedents
holding that a guilty plea !
tered into on the urging:
counsel did not constitiite
grounds for setting aside |
guilty plea.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

’ff;?r/ ""f"t;;‘} f

("-IICA DATLY NEWS

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
DATE: 7_/&66}
PAGE:C,Z?é COL: 7
EDITION: BLUE STREAK

EDITOR: ROY M. FISHER

“ e
FBI—CHICAQO




Ray says

ST. LOUIS (M—Jaines Earl
'Ray said federal agents who
‘peciuited- him ostensibly
10 help overthrow Fidel Cas-
tro's Cuban regime killed

Martm Luther King Jr. and
usedmetobethe fall guy.”
-~ Ray made the assertion in

a statement dictated to his

‘brother Jerry at the Tennes-

see State prison in Nashville,

-where he is servmg 99 years
as the assassin of the civil

rights leader. The statement
was -read by Jerry Ray on
KMOX-TV o

“THEY TOLD me I was
helping them to supply arms
and guns to Cuba refugees to
overthrow Castro and the
Commniunists in Cuba,” Ray
declared. “I knew nothing
about King being in Memphis

until. nfter ng had been
killed.”

‘In ermmgham Ala., Att.
Art Hanes, who formerly
ented ‘Ray, said t
glatement “does not vary
qpe respect to what I's
fjaintained all the time
regard to a conspiracy.”
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Ray seeks

]azl change

James Earl Ray, servmg a

99-year pnson term for the
 slaying of the Rev. Dr. Mar-
- tin Luther ng Jr.,, asked a -
federal’ ‘court in Nashvﬂleac ;'
Monday to order his re-
- moval from the maximum

secunty bulldmg at the

~ Tennessee state prison. .

Ray S petmon charged that
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Ray’s lawyers look to U.S.

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — James Earl Rays lawyers are consider-

ing federal court action after failing in their bid to get a nfjw .
© | trial {pr the confessed slayer of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther K

v Jr ,‘

! Ray is serving a 99-year term. The court, denying the app l
said “ambush killers are not looked upon w1th much favor” in
. ' Tennessee.
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Ray’s appeal for new ftrial is rekect

- KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (AP) —
Thef| Tennessee Supreme Court
rejqfted Thursday an a

pleaded guilty lest
c¢h 19 to the 1968 slaying of
Dr. King in Memphis. Criminal -
Court Judge W. Preston Battle
sen nced Ray to 99 yea in.

tencing Ray and Shelby Co nty
officials later found in l'us|
court records a letter from
Ray, seeking a new trial on.
grounds he was not adequat
~regresented at his trial.

s represented by privat 5 y
retyined, able counsel.” !
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£econd in a serles
By Robert Gruenberg

|

Df Our Washington Bureau‘ -

tain 0 rise in Mempms n,
Jam(s Earl Ray faced |
March 10, 1969, in the slaylhg
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
ng Jr. »

It would learn, it thought
the. ‘murder details and, more
importantly, whether there
was a-conspiracy to cut dpwn
the Ifegro leader with a sifjgle
.30 |[caliber rifle bullet 11
monjths earlier.

- It'learned no such thing.

Instead, in the 144-minute
hearing prosecution attorneys
and déefense lawyers made for-
mal, with Judge W. Preston
Battle’s approval (some say
help),” Ray’s exchange of a
guilty plea for a 99-year prison
term.-

BATI'LE-reviewed the plea
with Ray, pointing out his
rights to a full trial, avenues of
ap al and that he was agree-
ingjjto a 99-year term. “Is thjs
whit you want to do?” |le

! ee I do,” said Ray.
"By so pleading, the judge

warned, Ray was waiving for- ..
mal trial, a motion for a new .. :

trial, and appeals to higher °
courts. “‘Has anything besides
this. sentence of 99 years in the
pepitentiary been promjsed
'yo{l by anyone?”’

“YNo, it has not,” repllied
Ray.

“Has -any. pressure of ‘any
kind ‘by anyone in any ‘way
Qeenusedbnyoutogetyoutg
pleas guﬂty”’ the judge cop

question but put it dxfferently

4.

c1rcumstances that ,
"~ would make you legally guil
of murder in-the first’ degree
~under the law, as explamed to
you by your lawyers'>” IR
“Yes, legally, yes,” Ray
said, a three-word a'eply call-
ing — in retrospect — for more
explanation, if not hinting at a
story he held back. P
Then the .noted Percy. Fore-
man, hired as Ray’s attorney
five months earlier, and Sheiby
County Atty. Gen. Phil M. Ca-

nale, the prosecutor began ad-
dressing the jury before. stat-
ing the case: There was no
ewdence tying Ray to a-co
acy, they sa1d :

T THE. drama S cent
actljr, who was supposed to re-
main passive, startled. every-
one. In:the midst of a script
calling. for no “unseemly con-
duct on your pa " — as Fore-
man told Ray in a Ietter only a

day earlier — he rose, and in, -

the next few moments possibly,
came closest to giving the na-
tion an opportunity to explore
4 conspiracy theory.

r honor,” he began
' “I would hke 10

SN} ngght ” agreed Jud
Battle

S don’t want to change any-
thing. I have said I don’t want

to ‘add anything onto it, either.' 2
‘The only thing I have to say lsf
I don’t exactly accept the theo-

ries of Mr. Clark.

“Who 'is Mr. Clark"” aSkedf

Foreman :
‘ amsey Clark,”

' 'Ra referring to the U.S.

R

. torley general who has den
-an¥ evidence of -a canspirady.

“MR WHO’” asked Fore-}

agtee to, all these stlpulatl !
I am not trying to change. any-
thing. I just want to add some-
thmg onte it,” continued Ray..

“ “Youdon’t agree with those
theones"” the- judge pursued.

“E meant Mr. Canale, Mr. |
Foneman Mr. Ramsey Clark,|
(another. transcnpt shows Ray
responding “Mr. Canale’s, Mr.
Clark’s, Mr.'J. Edgar Hoo-
ver(s.”)- I miéan.-on the .
spifpcy thing. I don’t wanti/to
addjsomething: onto it whicl} I
ha n’t agreed to in:the pa y”

FOR‘EMAN then added “I
think that what he is saying is
that he doesn’t think that
Ramsey Clark’s right or J. Ed-

- gar ‘Hoover is’ right. ‘T didn’t’

argue them as evidence in thxs‘
case. T slmply stated that un-
derwntmg and backing up the
opinioris’ of (Atty Gen.) Ca-|
nale, that they had made thel
same statément.” " °
“You are not - reqmred to;
agree or withdraw or anythmg
else.”” he told Ray.

en Battle: again askipd
Ray| if the answers to his
vioy|sly asked questions wollld

. be the same, Ray said,.*Yes,”"
-, and the hearing resumed to- its
- pre-determined end — Ray .in
. prison by mghtfall v

IT WAS A curious ep1sode
and John Siegenthaler, a for-\
el} top: aide to the late: Atty:
Rabert Kennedy, and [ W

3 BATTLE did not repeat tthe “and M. Hoover,” added Ray. b
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secret. Here was a chance to |
movetoputdownalltheru

mors and reports and theones!

abOUt a conspu'acy’ which T,
Edgar Hoover, Ramsey Clark,

illip Canale, and most of gl
cy. Foreman sa;ld ‘never -

] But J udge Battle was mt_ -

.f_m the narrow issue of Ie-

“he could have

then and there ordered Ray to

taKe the stand and tell what he
was talkmg about.

“*He did ‘not have the pre-
sence to suggest that the de-
fendant, having waived his im-
mumty ‘by pleading guilty,
mlght be called before a grand
jury to see if others were, m
, involved.

Whe administration of jijs-:
t1c succeeded in punishingl|la
- man, But it made . jjo

pretense of initiating a search
for truth or putting down what

very well may have been aplie
by ay ”

BECAME apparent at the
hgfaring’send that Judge
Battle, who was found dead of
natural causes in his office 20
days-later, may have been un-
certain himself that Justlce
had been served.

“How about conspiracy. and
the: pumshment of any co-con-
splrators”’, Battle asked, as
part of his opinion. “It has
been established that the pros-
ecution at this time is not in
possession of enough ewdence‘

to in__ ct anyone as a co-cgp-

‘However if this defendant;
was a member of a conspiracy
to kill (Dr. ng) no member.
of such conspiracy can ‘ever,
live in peace or-security, or lie
.down to pleasant dreams, be-
cause in this state there is no
statute of limitation in capxtal.
suchasthis. ..; - - |
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By Robert Gruenberg
Of Our Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Four years after the
murder of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., the greatest black leader of his time and
teacher of nonviolence, the questions refuse
to die with him.

. Who killed him and why?

Is James Earl Ray — the 44-year-old ex-
convict, stickup artist, auto thief and general
miscreant now serving 99 years in Ten-
nessge’s Brushy Mountain State Prison —
guilty as he has pleaded?

Dii} he have accomplices? Who planned 1he
actujjl slaying, pulled the trigger, provided
the escape scheme and offered shelter?Yif
Ray didn’t do it all himself, why doesn’t he
say who did?

All those questions were presumed settled
— and are still so regarded by the FBI and
Shelby County (Tenn.) authorities — at a
hearing that took only 144 minutes in a Mem-
phis courtroom, on March 10, 1969. It was
Ray’s 41st birthday, and by evening he was,
behind prison walls.

TODAY, EVEN to raise the issue of his
guilt, or the guilt he may share with others,
irritates — if not downright angers — the Jus-
tice Department and the FBI, which spent a
reported $1.6 million to catch him.

Speculating on these questions, and scores
of others in the case, is as disturbing as the
querjes themselves, They lead only to er
P s over who fired the shot that 1pft,
Amdica shaking and sparked fires, riots {nd
killillgs across the nation.

questions were not explored in depth at
the hearing before the Shelby County jury of,
12 men, two of them black. All had agreed,
beforehand to abide by the ‘‘guilty” pleal
worked out by Ray’s lawyers and the prose-
cution and approved by the judge, in ex-
g for 99 years.

AN||ESCAPEE from the Missouri te,
Penitfjntiary on April 23, 1967 — he hid }n a.
bakery truck’s oversized bread box — Ray,
traveled to Chicago, Los Angeles, New Or-
leans, Mexico and Canada.
 (lpay subsequently is reported to have [fe-
nief| the “‘breadbox escape, ” saying he scajled
z-th prison’s walls by using a 13-foot windpw
ipole to reach a prison-building roof and

opped from there to freedom.)
&@@ygly never short of money, a good

‘\James Earl Ray--

. mingham, Ala.,

to the FBI and his biographer, William B pd-
ford| Huie, he was able to buy a white
tan|f car for $1,995 only four months after
jailpreak. |

Eleven months after fleeing prlson oh
March 29, 1968, a man whom salesman Don-
ald F. Wood of Aeromarme Supply Co. in Bir-
identified as Harvey Low-
meyer — and who so signed ‘a sales slip —
bought a Remington model 700, caliber 243,
“pump action” Winchester rifle, had a Red-!
tield telescopic sight mounted on it, and also
picked up 20 rounds of ammumtlon

THAT SAME afternoon, Wood said, “Some-
one identifying himself as Lowmeyer called
on the telephone and stated that he had a
conversation with his brother and hagq; de-
- cided that he wished to exchange the riflg] . . .
for a Remington model 760, 30.06-caliber

(Although Lowmyer appears as the signa-
ture on the gun sales slip, the receipt was
made out to ‘“Lowmeyer.” Subsequent extra-
ditionpapers for Ray use both spellings.)

(Thyl reference to the ‘‘conversation with:
his brijther”’ was to become a vexing part of
the Rily case for the FBI. It was the peg for
the FBI conspiracy complaint, secured 20
days after Dr. King’s murder, against one
“Eric Starvo Galt,” identified later by the
federal agents as “Lowmeyer” and Ray, be-
sides several other aliases.

(It was the only time U.S. officials termed
Dr. King’s slaying the result of a conspiracy.
The action was taken while the FBI and then
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark were insisting — as
they have since — that no conspnracy is-

S

- ted.)

LOWMEYER, Wood said, returned the nigxt
day, received the new rifle in exchange Tor
the fiyst, had the scope transferred and also
.06-caliber ammunition for it.
eek later, on April 16, Wood viewed
seven photos; selected one, and told two FBI
agents: “I can’t say exactly at this time, but
I think this is the man. To the best of my
memory I believe this is the man who bought
the gun.” The man he identified, accordmg to-
the FBI, was Ray.)

Between 3 and 3:30 p.m. om\Aprll 4 — five
days after the rifle purchases — a neatly:
dregsed ““‘John Willard” showed up at a chdpp
roofhing house at 42214 S. Main St. in Mem-
phl and rented room 5B ($8.50 weekly) a :4
rejeltting a $10 room in an adjacent wing. 4 -
The shabby bedroom’s window faced the
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Was he the killer?

'~ deal of which came from holdups accordmg |
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opposite wing’s brick wall, but one couldg— dropped it also.sped off in the white Mustang
byyleaning out — see the Lorraine Moflel, parked a few feet away, but he did notysee
mdfe than 200 feet diagonally and behind fhe hirff walking on Main St.

rodming house and across a street, where Pr.|

King was staying in Room 306. But an even

better view was available from the bathroom: b S OM .
at the end of the hall. ' telescopic sight, the 'binoculars, the beer

: ' cans, the newspaper — which had located Dr.
SHORTLY AFTER renting the room, ac-/ King’s room as No. 306 in the Lorraine — and
cording to the prosecution, Ray — who lvater} other items, and tied them to Ray. ‘
was identified as ‘““John Willard” — drow: his; The Mustang, which was located six days i .
ite Mustang several blocks down Maifi St.' jater near a housing project in Atlanta, had
York Arms Co., where he bought a\pair peen parked there, Atlanta police said, since
of b: oculars, paying $41.55, and return .'.co\ the morning after the slaying.
lslis éegint’hsz;zl;rﬁ?;glgguge Mustang on Mam% Ray, the FBI said lat.er, fled to Canada anq,
Once upstairs Ray made “two or three” using an illegal Canadian passport, made his
tripsjto the bathroom, according to one of tfp Way under the name of Ramon George Sneyd
chief|prosecution witnesses, Charles Quitmgp t0 England and Portugal. Because 1‘1‘1s name
Stepllens. on the passport was misspelled . Sngya,
sources at the Canadian embassy in Lisbon

Stephens, with his wife, Grace, occupi€d AP » ,
> : ’ ’ changed it to ““Sneyd” at Ray’s request.
6B, a two-room unit next to the bathroom. A He came back to England and was on his

pensioned, tubercular war veteran, he swore N .

in an affidavit two months after the slaying of Wajj to Brussels, police said, when SC‘:E d
Dr. Klng that he “assumed’’ the footsteps he‘ Ya d closed in on him at London’s He}? 'y ‘(Nl
heard leavihg Room 5B next door were those Ainport on June 8’h1968h_ t;;v ot mont ; q
of the man he had glimpsed earlier when the, foy days after the shot that was he
landlady, Mrs. Bessie Brewer, was showing;
“John Willard” Room 5B. !

STEPHENS WAS repairing a small radio,|
he said, when ‘‘sometime between 5 and 6
p.m.” he heard a shot. “I could tell it came,
from the bathroom because it was very loud
and the partition between my kitchen and the.
bathroom is thin plyboard.” ‘

Agdpinst a background of “yelling and hol-
lerinpg” that came from the Lorraine — whej)
Dr. [fing lay dying, or dead, on the balcony
the motel — Stephens said that he opened 1li
door and ‘“‘looked toward the bathroom.”

‘““The (bathroom) door was open and it was
empty,”’ he declared in his affidavit. “Then I
went to the banister and looked the other
way. [ saw a man running near the end of the
hallway. . .. He was carrying a bundle in his
right hand . . . at least three or four feet long,
and six or eight inches thick. (It) appeared to

be wrapped in what looked like newspaper.” |

AT THE HALL’S opposite end the man
turned left (toward the exit stairs). “Al-
though I did not get a long look at him before
he turned left, I think it was the same man I
saw earlier with Mrs. Brewer. . . . (He) had . R
on a dark suit, the same as the man I saWw ype Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King (second from right) stands en the balcony -of the
earlier.” v phis hotel where he was shot in approximately the same spot where the byflet
A few moments later, Guy Warren Canipe strupk him. This photograph was taken th e day before the assassination, and Dr. Biing
Sr., owner of a juke box and record company, is flanked by the Rev. Jesse L. Jackson of Chicago, with whom he spoke as the fiy
at the street level of the rooming house, sho#was fired, and by the Rev. Ralph David Abernathy, who later became head of
“heard a thud” at his store’s front door. He' §outhern Christian Leadership Conference. Man at far left is unidentified.
and two customers, according to the testi-
mony stipulated to at the hearing, looked up
and saw a bundle dropped by a white man in.
the dporway. ‘ f
It {yas wrapped, not in newspaper, accard-
ing tjp his affidavit, but ‘“some type of grden
cloti®”’ with a gun barrel protruding from }it..
He said he did not know if the man who!

Dr. King
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I .;Rﬁ'ﬁ:"éY”Cla'fk»' U.S.-attorney “(THE FBI, it was known,

"By Robert Gruenberg

'Of Our Washington Bureau Vo

- WASHINGTON — The gov-
‘ernment officials who sent
James Earl Ray to prison for
199 years for the slaying of the
ERev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. are certain they did the
right thing. | |
:ﬂrRight after saying S0,/

wagies: The former Justice Be-
ent civil rights assistant
who helped extradite Ray from
England now says: “There
were a lot of inexplicable as-
pects” to the case. The Mem-
prosecutor of Ray, Shelby
ounty Atty. Gen. Phil M. Ca-
hale, says quietly, “If we get
some legitimate information,
We'll be glad to run it down.
ﬁ'here is no statute of limita-
Yions in Tennessee on first-de-
gree murder.”
“ Canale’s investigators combed
5,000 pages of police re-

ports from here and abroad, portedly, the agreement for

1

Nl
LICC

minute hearing in March, 1969,

after Ray pleaded guilty by|.

‘agreement between the state
and defense.

- THE QUESTION that puz-
¥les many, of course, has been|
;‘whemer the 44-year-old ex-con-;
yict, who since his imprison-[
ﬁ?t has twice tried to break;
out, was alone in the murder|
pr had accomplices. ;
* H he had accomplices, who
dvere they? |

> Rabid racists, who wanted to
see Dr. King and his move-
%ment wiped out?

1 Bl?

eferal at the time of R&lls ha@inot only kept watch on Pr.

said he was cfn-
y on the alert for the jfn-/ hghk leader’s assemblage |t
Nt thd/Lorraine Motel in Mempljs

cy element, a state:

’s - activities, but in-the

supported by his former S“bf! there was a Justice Depart-

prdinates. -

‘ment community relations ser-

¥ “My approach was t0 never vjce aide.)

&}eave ‘a stone unturned, to seek

The possibilify of black ex-

}:ogftantly to get the whole st0- tremjst involvement evoked a
ty,” Clark ggld. {:h h?ve_ noti‘ “fai ?'ly strong reaction”

een any evidence hat, eIfier apmong investigators soon after
wbjiictively or  subjectiviily, the murder, along with virtual-

» H

way.”

" YET, A HINT of doubt —

however indirect — crept into WEre probed.
Clark’s evaluation. “I had a

great hope there would be a

trial (of Ray),” he said. ‘At

the time he pleaded guilty, I
had a very strong reaction t
it.”
\ernment was not part of the
state’s trial process against

- Ray, even though the FBI had

supplied Canale with major in-
vestigative assistance and, re-

Ray to plead guilty had been
dinded that at his hejr-

ge of explaining that “he

the court resumed its [pre
|pourse of having the (pvi-
de stipulated, Clark shid:
“It was foolish and unwise*not
to hear him out.”

The antagonism between
Clark and FBI Director J, Ed-
gar Hoover has been well-chro-
nicled, but even so Clark
praised the FBI part in the in-
vestigation. A

“I don’t remember any in-
vestigation that was done so
thoroughly,” he said. “I felt:
the bureau had the strongesti
and highest self-interest (in
pursuing every lead) becagse
it (the slaying) was a grqat

wag, guilty, but not séiélir_’"éo?

Technically the federal gov-

jptes — in my evaluatiorl| — 1y every other conceivable sus-
any| possible conspiracy. [Ev-
N ca|le] €TYEHhing I see (in the Evi- ¢
ne strength of the “p ' dence) tends to go the opposite

picion, said Clark. Con-
uently, numerous groups
ging from the far left |fo
LV conservative, includijlg
gro ‘“‘Uncle Tom” elementp,

““There had always been a
fascination on the part of some
!that it might be some black
| group. We saw some evidence
that it was an effort to mislead
us. | had lived close enough to
the currents and crosscurrents
(of black protest) to doubt it.”

Finally, he added, “We've
always got to run down every
lead, to run down the truth.
But we have to be carefl
aljput ourselves when we quelj-
ti¢pn everything. America tdf-
rilbbly wants to find cqh-
sprracies” because “they re-

Jhe lieye us of the responsibility™

to [porrect society’s inequitig
tha} breed crises, such as ifs-
sagpination, he said. '

STEPHEN = Pollack, Civil
Rights Division chief under
Clark, and Fred Vinson Jr., his
Criminal Division chief, gener-
ally agreed with Clark as to
the thoroughness of the in-
vestigation and the lack of evi-
dence pointing to a conspiracy.

But Nathan Lewin, a Wash-
ington attorney who also
served as a top assistant in the
Civil Rights Division, and had
a key role in Ray’s extradition,
today is not altogether satis-
fied with the theory, that Ray

' acted alone.

said theré were “a lot
inejfplicable -aspects” to

- cagp, citing 'Ray’s
. sioflalism and his securing a
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Canadlan passport:

for investigation,” Jhe

said, “I can’t say the state-
ment is wrong that there was
no dlStlnCt evidence pointing to
a conspiracy. ;
|

“ON THE OTHER hand, I
couldn’t point to anything that|
said affirmatively it was a
one-man job. . . . I have the
feeling today that 1t was not
one-man job.”

Aside from the “hired S+

eory, two other rea n;
are enerally advanced to
why Ray would want to gkill

. Xing: One, Ray is a “racﬁ
ist.””. Two, he ‘sought ever-l
last" g “fame” for an agt he

jught many Americans
woull welcome. Clark [eans

soméwhat to the first, altbiough

conceding Ray wasn’t “the
wildest racist” bent on such

acts; but he believes more.

firmly in the second.

Lewin is unable to agree.

Even though Ray has been de-'
scribed as disliking blacks, Le-
win thinks Ray was not
“heated” about it as to fom-
mit shurder. “He was a twp-bit
thief§ a holdup man, the ki d’
thatftakes jobs for morky,”
Lewin said. ¢

The “fame” theory runs
counter to the evidence that
Ray did everything possible to
conceal his identity, said Le-

But it is possible, he con-
cedes, that an intricate psy-
chological explanation exists
to justlfy a killer taking great/
paing not to get. caught, dut
wishiphg so, anyway, or at lghst
wish{pg it to be known he c(m-
mittdfl the “‘crime of the cengu-
ry‘u
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a-patsyw klllmg

By Robert Gruenberg

This is not to say he’s a lily-

white character. But he had.

never been in Memphis before

— he had a helluva time find-
ing that rooming house.”

The speaker is one of James

| Earl Ray’s three lawyers, who

sought unsuccessfully to get
the oonvicted slayer of the'

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. out of the east Tennessee
prison where he is serving 99
yedrs.
Il might be expected th
Rapls lawyer here — he ha
two lbthers in Memphis and A

lanta — would proclaim hi
client’s innocence as a matter

of cgurse, even though the FBI
and|the Criminal Court of el-'
by [County (Tenn.) have (|de
ciddl otherwise.

BUT MILLIONS of Anigri-
cans, while far from agreeing|
that Ray is a “patsy,” are also
convinced that he alone did not,
plan and carry out the execu-
tion of the martyred black\
leader of nonviolence from a
second-floor bathroom of 2
sleazy Memphis rooming
house on that fateful April 4,
1968. ‘

Ray’s Memphis lawyer is.
Bernard Fensterwald Jr., Har-
vard-educated, a Tennessean
himjjelf with income indefge

thodh in the side to gow
metft officials.

Formerly counsel to a Sen-i
ate subcommittee probing fed-

erd) violations of privacy, he‘1
wa{l also an aide to the Ipte

tors Estes Kefauver [{D-
Teth.) and Thomas C. n-
nings (D-Mo.).

WAS ALSO an assis nt
to Jormer Sen. Edward ([ C.|
Lonk (D-Mo.), who lost ajjre
eleddion bid after Life maga-
zin®in 1967 connected him to a
Teamsters Union attorney in

. if tipd together and ans

what was widely interpreted Q. Stepheris, a disabled veter- ing from the rifle traced to

unethlcal fee-spli 1ng

thinks ||the

48zine was

committee was mvestlgatmg
He left Capitol Hill shortly ar
terward.

Aided by Harold Welsberg,
former reporter,
and author of two books criti-
cal of the John F. Kennedy
and Dr. King investigations,
Fensterwald and another aide,
James Lesor, the Tennessee
Court of Criminal Appeals for

an
v1evj evidence. :
werd|turned down Feb. 24.

THE THREE insist there

are scores of ‘“loose ends” and

unaf}swered questions whi

ffould point not only

was wrongfully convicted on
the evidence so far disclosed.

Here are examples of some

of the issues they raise and the.

questions they ask: -

® FINGERPRINTS: The FBI,
according to records submitted.
. at the time of Ray’s extra-
dition from England where he
was captured in June, 1968,
foundyhis prints on the rifle,’

binocula
ite

telesdppic
and
trac

sight,
umerous other
to Ray.

But reports differ on whetfl-
er prints were found in Room
| 5B that Ray rented; Fenster-

wald contends that neither the’
h. mon-law wife, Grace Stephens,

¢ tends to contradict McCraw, in
| another affidavit, saying ‘he

FBI nor the hearing at whic
Ray was sentenced, says tha
they were.

The furniture in Ray’s room
was moved, allowing a better

] “leaked” yjthe/
story by a federal agency his

investigator

trial or a hearing tojfe- t
Both plgas|

red
a
conllpiracy, but show that“Ray

"to the room rented [{by|

says he heard the
firelj that killed Dr. King, nd
saw a man — who later was
ide:tified as Ray — heading
toward the rooming house exit
| at the end of the corridor.

When he viewed a photo of
Ra released by the FBI lgss
thgn two weeks afterwalld,

neyfs reports quoted Stephdhs
as
te®” In his formal affidavit in -

ying, it “doesn’t re gif -

the extradition file he said that
omApril 24, 1968 — 20 dayj af-
e the murder — he iden ied.
BI'

ing

twl) profile photos in an
“wanted” flyer as “lo

~ very much like” the man who

became identified as Ray.

BUT STEPHENS’ ability to
identify anyone at the time ofl
the slaying is challenged by'
Fensterwald. He ‘said that a!

| Memphis cabdriver, James M.
- McCraw, had made a state-

ment five weeks before Ray’s:
trial to the Memphis public de-
fender’s office that belied Ste-

¥phens shortly before 6:
p.m., the fatal moment for Dy
King, and found him in a
“very drunken condition,”

" fully clothed and unable to get

- out of bed.
(The McCraw statement is

. alluded to in at least two books

published about the King mur-
der.) However, Stephens’ com-

had not had much to drink that'
day 2

view — however awkward — @ “ THE DEATH BULLET: If
~of the Lorraine Motel, where he should win an evidenti

Dr. King was staying when he
waj] slain. Who moved it,
whift prints, if any,

foulpd? asks Ray’s lawyer.

nd¢ grilat reliance on freeing
re‘

hefring, Fensterwald pladps
y.
onfithe report of an FBI baljs-
tidexpert, who says he cannot

@IDENTIFICATION: Charleg Pinpoint the fatal slug as com-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

’f_-ecjt,s,

Oﬂ i

: charactenstlcs of thodf

it submitted bullet,”.
Robert Frazier, chief o_ the
FBIs fire identification unit in
an affidavit made part of the,
extradition file, "~ - ..

But, Frazier added: - :

“Because of distortion- due t0
mutilation . and . msufh(:lent
marks of value', I could draw
no conclusion as to whether or
not the submitted bullet was
fired from the subm1tted
rlfle ” -

° THE DROPPED BUN ) LE.

, binoculars, personal ‘ef-
beer cans and - other

C _ ‘v;
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items, all wrapped in a gn
and brown bedspread in fhe :
doorffay of the Canipe ‘Amufe-
mentliCo., on the street leveldof
the rdoming house. These were| |
later ¥raced to Ray. :
“Can you imagine someone
committing murder, then tak-
ing several minutes to pack a
six-pack of beer, a gun and a
shaving kit, then taking it all
down to the street—and dump-
ing it?”’ asked Fensterwald.
Ray was only a few steps
away from his car into which| '
he could have stowed it all, James Earl Ray
and then dumped it in the Mis-!
sissippi River several blocks|
away, he said.
State’s Atty. Gen. Phillip Ca-
nale, the prosecutor, answgrs,
' ay, “rather than belng:
cauglpt with the evidenc,”
dropjled it in the amusemgnt
company alcove after spotting,
a squad car parked near his
Muytang. In apparent panicjhe
rid {fhimself of the incrimitdat-
ing|pelongings and sped awgy,
acclrding to Canale.

THERE ARE numerous
other points that Fensterwald
argues need clearing up if the|
cloud of conspiracy is to dis-
solve.

“We have other evidence
to show Ray was at another
place in Memphis at the time of;
the shooting—a garage,” says
Fenslierwald, but he will {not
elabgtate. 3

Raj] has said that a njys-
terious “Raoul” had aided him:
during his first hideout period
in Canada, after fleeing the
Missouri State Prison in April,|
1967. “Raoul” had given him
money with which to buy the:
Mustang, according to earlier!
published stories.

“I do not know if that’s
made-up name or not,” says
Fensterwald. ‘““‘Some people
think fhe is an atcompice |hnd
Ray v[ill not discuss it. Wel|get|
along|jpretty well, but he does|
not tmast any one human béing
100 per cent.””
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By Robertgu;nﬁerg

ur Washington Bureau
in a series

ASHINGTON — Long after
the passing of James Earl
Ray, now serving 99 years as
the convicted killer of the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. )
the world will be arguing:

La

° The “Raoul” story.

Rity insisted throughout
he yas aided by a myste
“Rapul,” a man who prow|
hin# with money and insi)
tions. It was “Raoul” who"
actually at the shooting scene

that

stairs from the second-floor
. rooming house where the fatal

“Was he, indeed, guilty?Jor| shot had been fired and into

thelyictim of a frameup‘P”
he latest authorfin-

vesjigator to have his say is
Gerold Frank of New York. Af-
ter 315 years of research, he
concludes that Ray did it all
himself. His new book, *“An

| Ray’s Mustang. And it Wasé

“Raoul” who fled the car sev-
eral blocks away, never to be
seen again, says Ray.

But Frank points out, though
Ray insisted he had met‘
“Raoul” at least 20 times —
and §n public places — “qnot

American Death,” was pub-

lished Tuesday.

Frank is frank to admit that
he,ntoo, started off couvinced
of \lonspiracy; his book ijtle
wag| to be “Conspiracy, }lhe
Stojy of The Men Who Plo; led!
and Carried Out the Assassina-:
tion of Martin Luther King,

Jr ’y

o | HAD NO AXE to grind,”
Frank told me. In fact, he
said, he experienced “such a
sinking of heart” as the fur-
ther he delved the more he re-
alized he could not destroy the
‘“‘one-man-acting-alone”’ t-heo-<
ry. )

It was expecially humbling,
Frank added, because he was,
presumed (because of previous
study of conspiracies) to be
aware of the possibilities of in-

' trigue that escape other men.
But in his current volume,
~Frank goes to deliberate
langths, frequently exposing
details that had not surfaced

once’ll has he been able to gjje
a narjpe or description of -
one vjho had seen them tog J
er, or who could corrobordte'
“Raoul’s’ existence. o

® The white Mustang

“chase.” e
Le

Dr.

polics

than a half hour
ing was slain, Mem
airwaves were ‘*f Ied

with eports of a white: Mas-

tang being pursued by a.<citi-
zen in a blue, 1966 Pontiac at
speeds of up to 100 mllg;;an
hour — with a man in the ¥fhs-|
tang firing at his puisger.
This “chase” has always«sﬁ

jous 9
th

in Memphis, who dashed down-

. conspiracy theory, would tend,

over the rail speakmg to™#%is nothing to
ligutenants in the court£d to"g?l%"”ws

bdlow. Instead, accordin ,
theory, it was fired fffim,
bujhes on a slope belﬂw
roominghouse. ot
Harold ‘““Cornbread” Ca Er,
an habitue of the area, gs
quoted as saying the man
fired the shot was so closdato,
him that he threw up gri¥el
affainst him as he fled; ﬁol
n Jones, Dr. King’s eh
fdur said he saw someone ee!

' the scene with a white ﬁlﬁt'

over his head. S -

Both backed way from, tiiir
stories, says Frank? (o
talked at length with |
Foreman, a defense lawye]eo
Ray. (Ray has since ;npt
diated Foreman.)

FRANK acknowledges ae
did not speak to Ray, por;o
several other pérsons who, {
cording to advocates of :

{
to show that Ray was not al-!
one—or that the case aggifst
him is cloudy. R

In addition, Frank aclmowl-

ges that he did not speak to

cited as a prime piece of%e cized stories is so

conspiracy.

Hardly, explains Frank. Ex-
tefis i v e investigation dét&r

citidens band radio had
gaged in a stupid, highly=

prank. .
® The shot from the bushege

~earlier, to destroy the care-
fully nurtured conspiracy thep-
ried that hold out James Ea]
Raj as only a pliable tool.

ONG A FEW examplcs

ed the 206 feet frem
-floor bathroom ot

not
seco.

‘ shabfly roominghouse  to

 balcany of the Lorraine M§
where Dr. King was léaff

This theory holds that.J$he perverse
fatal shot on April 4, l%g:ldl hate preachment’s and an aml

e Nggro feelmg apparently e

'whelmlng that to do -
: peared pointless, he says .

There remains the qu¢

| why would Ray — a magp vﬁ)
falled at nearly everythlhtghﬁ!.

2 sought to do, legal or ' 1y

I ' wise — murder Dr. King? =

Precisely because of

gerous and pohce-frusﬁ‘atmgi Frank asserted, the real rﬁ'
;| sons defy simple explanatior$®
Poorness, accented later %y
“anti-communism’

g,” Frank said.-
‘He had a score to
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