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Ray seeks new trial
James Earl Ray (right), accused slayer of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., is led from the Tennessee State Prison at 
Nashville by Maj. Mickey McGuire of the Tennessee HighD ; 
Lay Patrol. Ray was taken to Memphis for his hearing 
Monday to determine if he should receive a new trial in thl 
Maying. (UPI) 1
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state prison at Nashville under heajfy 
g/fard last Thursday.

His attorneys said later they will appeal 
the denial.

Afte

Ray denied new trial in King's deatty
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (UPI) — Criminal Court

Judge Arthur Faquin Monday turned down a
request for a hew trial by James Earl Ray, 
the admitted killer of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

Faquin ruled that Ray “knowingly, in­
telligently and properly” pleaded guilty, to the 
Fing slaying during his trial March W

cepting a pre-arranged 99-year prison sen
mce, Ray changed his mind and said hi|
awyer had pressured -him into pleading guij

Faquin said there was ample evidence from
the minutes of the trial that the guilty plea
was proper.

Ray, wearing a brown checked sport coat, 
olive trousers and a yellow tie, sat quietly 
during the hearing. He was brought here from

Faquin inherited the case when the trill I
judge, W. Preston Battle, died March 31.

Ray charged that attorney Percy Foreman I
used him for personal gain. He hired attor­
neys Robert W. Hill Jr. of Chattanooga, J.B.
Stoner, Savannah, Ga., and Richard J. Ryan 
of]Memphis to handle his appeal.

The state contended that Ray sign d 
wj, ivers during his trial and was not entitldlcL 
t^any appeal.
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Rag Turned Down in Plecrfbr
New Trial

mphis, May 26 (A—James
Ray was denied

triO today in the assassination
of IDr. Martin Luther

radge Arthur C. Faq 
ruled that Ray’s March 10
guilty plea closed the door on
another trial, an appeal, or

yers. He alternatively crossed
andnuncrossed his legs and at 

s leaned his head on IBs-

jOrdered Back To Jail
After the ruling, Faqu

ordered that Ray be returned 
to his maximum-security cellCU1UU1CI U 0X1 appeal, VX : -----------------------------.--------- - j

any other type of post-convic-; in the state penitentiary at 
tion action by the defense. In Nashville to continue serving 
addition, Faquin ruled/ Rayjhis 99-year term. Sheriff WU-
had signed voluntarily a waiver liam N. Morris said later that
of these rights and had stated
in open court he did so with
full understanding and at his
own free will.

Appeal Possibilities Told
J. B. Stoner of Savannah,

Ga., one of Ray’s three attor
neys, noted an exception to
the flecision. Later, he told re-
por(|rs that “some meyes 

be made by the deiense
but he said what

when had not been decided.
Further appeals could be

based upon virtually any step 
i| the prosecution of judging

the case, a legal expert sai^.,
llarl Warden, Vanderbilt u
versity professor of criminal
law, said the ultimate route for 
any appeal probably would be
a petition for a writ of habeas
corpus, in which a verdict is 
set aside and the whole case
is started over.

He [Ray] may have a half-
dozen allegations which he feels
may justify a new trial,”
Warden commented. Whether

easy
! As judge thy

ion, Ray, clad in a brown-
clicked sports coat, olive pajits, 

yellow tie, fidgeted injhis 
rhYir directly behind his Bw-

any time the state wanted Ray
back, “It can come for him.

Later, Ray was returned to
his cell in Nashville.

earing before Fafsim,

W. Prelton Battle in the case,
was demoted to lengthy |gal 
citations and arguments on fine
legal points. Ray at times
s e,e m e d distinterested and
gazed around the counsel ^ble. 
He i aid not take the stand

Ait the outset, the de 'ense 
struck from its new trial station
allegations that Ray had been
demed effective counsel when
he pleaded guilty and that there
had been conflict of mterest. It
pegged its argument on a sec-
tion of the ^Tennessee code that 
states a new trial motion must
be granted if the* trial judge i
dies while the motion is pend­

Faqpin ruled, however,
that Action of the code di<| not
apply! when a defendant ha

a guilty plea since the
motion already has been acted

CLAYTON KIRKPATRICK

0 ~ IC E
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‘Waived rights’

Ray denied
new trial in
King slaying

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — 
James Earl Ray, admitted 
assassin of civil rights leader
Dr. <«Martin Luther King Jr., 
was! denied a new trial Mon-

motion for a new trial or for 
an appeal.

He ordered Ray returned to 
the state penitentiary at 
Nashville to continue serving

dayl
Juage Arthur C. Faquin Jr., 

hel dthat the evidence showed 
Ray had voluntarily and in 
good faith entered a guilty plea 
to the slaying. Under Ten­
nessee law, the judge held, 
such a plea precludes a motion 
for a new trial, for postconvic­
tion remedies or an appeal-

Faqiin, who succeeded the 
lat eJudge W. Preston Battle 
in the case, further held that 
Ray waived all rights to file a

his 99-year term.
4

RAY fidgeted in his cap! iin- 
style chair as Faquin read his 
lengthy opinion. He crolsed 
and recrossed his legs and 
alternately rested his head on 
his right or left hand.

J. B. Stoner of Savannah, 
one of Ray’s attorneys, told thee
court the defense took excep­
tion to the ruling. He^
said, “Some move” wdi 
made, but declined to
whene or what it would be.

later 
d be 

say
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MEMPHIS (AP) — James

denied a new trial.
The action

J. B. Stoner and Richard
new

Faquin held that his earlier

this. ri
Th<| lawyers said they wot||d '

ILLINOIS

Ray loses
another
retrial bid
Earl Ray Monday was again

came during
Ray s increasingly complicated
effort to take back a guilty
plea he entered March 10 in
the slaying of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

Ryan, two of Ray’s
lawyers, asked Criminal Court
Judge Arthur Faquin for per­
mission to go into an appellate
court in an attempt to overturn
his denial May 26 of a new
trial for Ray.

decision was an interlocutory
decree — one that is not final
— and that defense lawyers
should file a bill of exceptions.
He gave them 60 days to do

■ appei 1 both Faquin’s M} y
decisi

CHICAGO DAILY NEWS

----- .in and the one handle 
down Monday to the Tennessee CHICAGO,
Court of Criminal Appeals.
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Ray Retrial Appeal Denied
; 4 MEMPHIS, Tenn.—Another appeal for a new trial by the 
attorneys for James Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty in '
to [fre murder of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., was turnedIdown

untyyesterday by Judge Arthur Faquin Jr. in Shelby 
Criminal court. The judge, on May 26, had refused to ^rant
Ray a new trial. The lawyers said they would appeal both
the May decision and yesterday’s ruling by Faquin to the

. Tennessee court of criminal appeals.
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Ray seeks 

jail change
James Earl Ray, serving a 
99-year prison term for the 

. slaying of the Rev. Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr., asked a 
federal court in Nashville 
Monday to order his re­
moval from the maximum 
security building at the 
Tennessee state prison. . 
Ray’s petition charged that 
c^ifinement in the ^maxi- 
niim security ceil was 

. “p®l ®?d. inhuman treat- ■
meat” (AP)
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Ray’s lawyers look to ILS.
MEMPHIS, Tenn. — James Earl Ray’s lawyers are consider­

ing federal court action after failing in their bid to get a now > 
trial |pr the confessed slayer of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
^r' i! j] 1

I Ray is serving a 99-year term. The court, denying the appeal, ! 
I said “ambush killers are not looked upon with much favor” in 
' Tennessee.

CHICAGO DAILY NEWS
CHICAGO,ILLINIOS

DATE

PAGE

EDITION: BLUE STREAK

EDITOR: ROY M. FISHER

CHICAGO OFFICE

ANn 1970

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Ray's appeal for new trial is r
KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

The iTennessee Supreme Court
“ted Thursday an a]rej(

by lames Earl Ray for amew 
trim in the slaying of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.

in a unanimous opinid] the
cojrt said that Ray “willingly, 
kqiwingly and intelligent!] and
with the advice of competent

ee
counsel entered a plea or guilty 
to mirder in the first degi
b^ ly ng in wait.”

Ra! r pleaded guilty list 
Mar4 pt 10 to the 1968 slaying of 
Dr. King in Memphis. Criminal 
Court Judge W. Preston Battle 
sentenced Ray to 99 yeaw in 

_prisjn. 11
^Tm ttle died 21 days after sen­
tencing Ray and Shelby County 
officials later found in his 
court records a letter from 
Ray, seeking a new trial on 
grounds he was not adequately 
represented at his trial.

court said that Riy
wits represented by privately 

retained, able counsel.” ^ 1
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ffere was a chance for aie 
it to. delve into Ray’s 

,^s of conspiracy, an op­
portunity to findout what, if 
anything, Ray was keeping 
secret. Here wasachance to! 
move to put down all the ru­
mors and reports and theories
about a conspiracy, which J , ■ 
Edgar Hoover, Ramsey Clark, g 
ipftillipCanale, and most of all, 
^ rcy Foreman said never < c- 
cir^ed. <

IrBut Judge Battle was inti,r- 
p&edin the narrow issue of re­

guilt , \ . he could have 
ttiienand there ordered Ray to 
take the stand and tell what he 
was talking about 
“He did hot have the pre­
sence to suggest that the de­
fendant, having waived his im­
munity by pleading guilty, 
might be called before a grand 
jury to see if others were, in 
fad), involved. h 1

Ray Foreman

Rie administration of j s-
tic< succeeded in punishing a 
gujUty man. But it made . । o 
pretense of initiating a search 
for truth of putting down wnat 
very well may have been aalie
byjRay.”

I r BECAME apparent at he
h da r i n g ’ s end that Judge 
Battle, who was found dead of 
natural causes in his office 20 
days later, may have been un­
certain himself that justice 
hadbeen served.

“How about conspiracy, and 
the punishment of any co-con- 
spirators?” Battle asked, as 
part Of his opinion. “It has 
been established that the pros­
ecution at this time is not in
possession of enough evidence 
to indict anyone as a co-ctjp-

in this case. Of cour sespirat 
this h not conclusive eviden e
that we was no conspiracy!

“However,if this defendant- 
was a member of a conspiracy 
to kill (Dr. King) nojnember 
of such conspiracy can ever 
live in peace or security, or lie 
down to pleasant dreams, be­
cause in this state there is no 
statute of limitation in capital

such as this...: 
mlet was right when lie 
‘For murder, thoughlit
m> tongue, will speak 

w i fbL most miraculous.lr-
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opposite wing’s brick wall, but one couli
b leaning out — see the Lorraine Monel, 
more than 200 feet diagonally and behind Ohe
ro<
Kii

ling house and across a street, where jbr. 
was staying in Room 306. But an even

better view was available from the bathroom 
at the end of the hall. j

SHORTLY AFTER renting the room, ac­
cording to the prosecution, Ray — who later 
was identified as “John Willard” — drove his 
white Mustang several blocks down Mail St. 
to trie York Arms Co., where he bought a )air

dropped it also sped off in the white Mustang 
parked a few feet away, but he did not^ee ! 
hir# walking on Main St. I

WE FBI IDENTIFIED the items inlthe 
burble through fingerprints on the rifle, *he 
telescopic sight, the binoculars, the beer | 
cans, the newspaper — which had located Dr. 
King’s room as No. 306 in the Lorraine — and |

of binoculars, paying $41.55, and returni to
his worn, after parking the Mustang on Main! 
St. near the rooming house. ;

Once upstairs Ray made “two or three” 
tripsito the bathroom, according to one of tH j 
chiel prosecution witnesses, Charles Quitma i 
Step ens.

Stwphens, with his wife, Grace, occupied 
6B, a two-room unit next to the bathroom. A 
pensioned, tubercular war veteran, he swore 
in an affidavit two months after the slaying of 
Dr. King that he “assumed” the footsteps he 
heard leaving Room 5B next door were those 
of the man he had glimpsed earlier when the; 
landlady, Mrs. Bessie Brewer, was showing! 
“John Willard” Room 5B.

STEPHENS WAS repairing a small radio, 
he said, when “sometime between 5 and 6 
p.m.” he heard a shot. “I could tell it came! 
from the bathroom because it was very loud! 
and the partition between my kitchen and the 
bathroom is thin plyboard.”

Al 
lerir

iinst a background of “yelling and hpl-
’” that came from the Lorraine — whc *e

Dr. Ijing lay dying, or dead, on the balcony of
the motel — Stephens said that he opened 1 is 

toward thp hathrnnm ” *door and “looked toward the bathroom.
“The (bathroom) door was open and it was 

empty,” he declared in his affidavit. “Then I 
went to the banister and looked the other 
way. I saw a man running near the end of the 
hallway. ... He was carrying a bundle in his 
right hand ... at least three or four feet long, 
and six or eight inches thick. (It) appeared to! 
be wrapped in what looked like newspaper.” j

AT THE HALL’S opposite end the man 
turned left (toward the exit stairs). “Al­
though I did not get a long look at him before 
he turned left, I think it was the same man I 
saw earlier with Mrs. Brewer. ... (He) had 
on a dark suit, the same as the man I saw 
earlier.”

other items, and tied them to Ray.
The Mustang, which was located six days 

later near a housing project in Atlanta, had 
been parked there, Atlanta police said, since 
the morning after the slaying.

Ray, the FBI said later, fled to Canada and, 
using an illegal Canadian passport, made his 
way under the name of Ramon George Sneyd 
to England and Portugal. Because his name 
on the passport was misspelled “Sneya,” 
sources at the Canadian embassy in Lisbon 
changed it to “Sneyd” at Ray’s request.

He came back to England and was on
wai
Ya

lis
to Brussels, police said, when Scotk 

d closed in on him at London’s Heathr
Aid >ort on June 8, 1968 — two months e
foi days after the shot
around the world.

that was he;

id

bd

Dr. King Ray

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King (second from right) stands on the balcony of the 
letMemphis hotel where he was shot in appro ximately the same spot where the 

A few moments later, Guy Warren Canipe, struk him. This photograph was taken the day before the assassination, and Dr. ^jing
Sr., owner of a juke box and record company! 
at the street level of the rooming house, 
“heard a thud” at his store’s front door. He 
and two customers, according to the testi­
mony stipulated to at the hearing, looked up 
and saw a bundle dropped by a white man in

is flanked by the Rev. Jesse L. Jackson of Chicago, with whom he spoke as the 
sho^was fired, and by the Rev. Ralph David Abernathy, who later became head c 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. Man at far left is unidentified.

tai
e

the

clotl

porway. .
pas wrapped, not in newspaper, acco
I his affidavit, but “some type of gn 
’” with a gun barrel protruding from,

d­
sn

He said he did not know if the man who
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it ‘Buts' on
JPourth in a series
*#y Robert Gruenberg
'Of Our Washington Bureau
‘ WASHINGTON — The gov- 
'ernment officials who sent 
James Earl Ray to prison for

‘ Ramsey Clark, U.S. attorney /the FBL it was known, 
general at thetime of Rall’s hadlnotonly kept watch on Dr.

sa“ *' was t King’s activities,, but in the 
Stantly on the alert for the din-' biaEk leader’s assemblage ]m
pp$|acy element, a statement the/Lorraine Motel in MempMs 
(Supported by his former sub-l^ere was a justice Depart- 
prdinates. ment community relations ser­
* “My approach was to never ^ aide.)
leave a stone unturned, to seek ^ possibility of black ex-J99 years for the slaying of the

•Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Constantly to get the whole sto- tremist involvement evoked a 
Jr. are certain they did the 5^’” Clark said. “I have uot «<fajriy strong reaction” 

^ evidence that, either among investigators soon after 
. . ^ or subjectively, the murder, elong with virtuel-

Tight thing. . . -
j Right after saying so, ^^vey 
though, they nearly all add)a flH^J

“fairly strong reaction'

"bit...
’The strength of the 
Julies: The former Just

“bi

rartment civil rights assistant} 
Who helped extradite Ray from 
^England now says: “There 
were a lot of inexplicable as­
pects” to the case. The Mem- 
yhis prosecutor of Ray, Shelby 
County Atty. Gen. Phil M. Ca- 
Jhale, says quietly, “If we get 
Come legitimate information, 
toe’ll be glad to run it down. 
There is no statute of limita­
tions in Tennessee on first-de-

in my evaluatioi "I ly every other conceivable sus-
mi possible conspiracy, 
rything I see (in the«j

,!v- 
jvi-

picion, said Clark. Con*

t jj dence) tends to go the opposite Justice Be- way.

[uently, numerous groi 
iging from the far left o

" YET, A HINT of doubt —
ry conservative, includiig 
sgro “Uncle Tom” element,

however indirect
Clark’s evaluation.

crept into were probed.
“I had a “There had always been a

great hope there would be al fascination on the part of some 
trial (of Ray),” he said. “At1 ^ Jt * te some Wack 
the time he pleaded guilty, I group- We saw some evidence 
had a very strong reaction to ™ ^ was 30 effort to mislead 
it» us. I had lived close enough to

Technically the federal gov- ^e torrents and crosscurrents 
eminent was not part of the (°f Wack protest) to doubt it.” 
state’s trial process against finally, he added, “We’ve 
Ray, even though the FBI had ^ays got to run down every 

lead, to run down the truth.Canale’s investigators combed supplied Canale with major in-
5,000 pages of police re- vestigative assistance and, re- But we have to be carefol
borts from here and abroad, portedly, the agreement for adput ourselves when we que|- 

- physical Ray to plead guilty had been ^^ “"h"" ,A
lead: in cleared with U.S. officials. I r,, . „ , .

r r 11 "^acie^’ because “they re­

ied 300 pieces of
[dence and followed

m everything. America 
jbly wants to find

ign countries. He is <

CHICAGO DAILY NEWS 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

silinded that at his hear-eign countries. He is ion-1 — — — — --------------------- _ .
iced no miscarriage of ^ius- ing JRay seemed to be on ihe lieve us of the responsibility”

Ri

tire took place during the 144- 
ininute hearing in March, 1969,
after Ray pleaded 
agreement between 
land defense.

THE QUESTION

guilty by 
the state

verse of explaining that ''he 
was. guilty, but not solely so J

to correct society’s inequities DATE:

untiuuii1 the court resumed its 
set course of having the)

)rej 
'evi4

the 
sasi

breed crises, such as 
iination, he said.

s- PAGE: 1

that puz-
&es many, of course, has been

denie stipulated, Clark Slid:' 
“It was foolish and unwise*not 
to hear him out.”

Whether the 44-year-old ex-con-___________ „___________ i- The antagonism between
Fiet, who since his imprison- Clark and FBI Director J. Ed-
|nent has twice tried to break 
flat, was alone in the murder 
$r had accomplices.
SU he had accomplices, who 
^werethey?
v Rabid racists, who wanted to 
see Dr. King and his move­
ment wiped out?
« Black extremists, against

gar Hoover has been well-chro­
nicled, but even so Clark 
praised the FBI part in the in­
vestigation.

“I don’t remember any in­
vestigation that was done sol 
thoroughly,” he said. “I felt 
the bureau had the strongest 
and highest self-interest (in

Dr. King was wagi 
t 111 e-discussed, but all 

rate, rear-guard

p 

ie-

Pi 
it

Ing every lead) because 
e slaying) was a gn at

embarrassment to Hoover pir- 
and the bureau gen|r-

STEPHEN Pollack, Civil 
Rights Division chief under 
Clark, and Fred Vinson Jr., his 
Criminal Division chief, gener­
ally agreed with Clark as to 
the thoroughness of the in­
vestigation and the lack of evi­
dence pointing to a conspiracy.

But Nathan Lewin, a Wash­
ington attorney who also 
served as a top assistant in the 
Civil Rights Division, and had 
a key role in Ray’s extradition, 
today is not altogether satis­
fied with the theory, that Ray 
acted alone.

lib said there were “a lot 
inexplicable aspects” to
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King mystery: Was -Ray simply 
a^palsy in killing?
By Robert Gruenberg
Of^Jur Washington Burecm

WASHINGTON - “I think 
he’ll a plain, flat-out patsy. 
This is not to say he’s a lily­
white character. But he had 
never been in Memphis before 
— he had a helluva time find­
ing that rooming house.”

The speaker is one of James

what was widely interpreted q. stephens, a disabled veter- ing from the rifle traced to 
as ap6^1^ fee-splitting an»iwho occupied Room JB, Raji D

lonship.
Fdhsterwald thinks the 

magazine was “leaked” |the I 
story by a federal agency his 
committee was investigating. 
He left Capitol Hill shortly af­
terward.

Aided by Harold Weisberg, a

to the room rented by s a result of my exan
says he heard the : lot inatpn of the submitted rifle 
that killed Dr. King, and determined that it produces

saw a man — who later was 
identified as Ray — heading 
toward the rooming house exit 
at the end of the corridor.

When he viewed a photo of

general rifling impression on 
sd bullets having the jfrysi-fii 

CE characteristics of thoi 5 on

Earl Ray’s three lawyers, who 
sought unsuccessfully to get 
the convicted slayer of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. out of the east Tennessee 
prison where he is serving 99

It| might be expected tha 
Rayls lawyer here — he ha 
twolothers in Memphis and A 
lanta ~ would proclaim hi 
client’s innocence as a matter

former reporter, investigator Ray, released by the FBI kiss 
and author of two books criti- th; n two weeks afterwald, 
cal of the John F. Kennedy ne’s reports quoted Stephe ns
and Dr. King investigations, as; saying, it “doesn’t regi^- 

r.” In his formal affidavit inFensterwald and another aide, tef
James Lesor, the Tennessee the extradition file he said that
Court of Criminal Appeals for onfiApril 24, 1968 — 20 day af-
a neW trial or a hearing to 
vie^j! evidence. Both pli 
were!turned down Feb. 24.

the murder — he idem 
। profile photos in an 
mted” flyer as “loc

fied;
BI 
ng

of c 
and 
by

urse, even though the FBI 
he Criminal Court of S lel-i 
bounty (Tenn.) have de-|

THE THREE insist there 
are scores of “loose ends” and 
unanswered questions whiilh —
if ti >d together and answ 

ould point not only
;red 
o a!

cidd 1 otherwise.
BUT MILLIONS of Ante!P

cans, while far from agreeing 
that Ray is a “patsy,” are also 
convinced that he alone did not 
plan and carry out the execu­
tion of the martyred black 
leader of nonviolence from a 
second-floor bathroom of aj 
sleazy Memphis rooming! 
house on that fateful April 4J 
1968. I

Ray’s Memphis lawyer is 
Bernard Fensterwald Jr., Har­
vard-educated, a Tennessean

conspiracy, but show that "Ray 
was wrongfully convicted on] 
the evidence so far disclosed.

Here are examples of some 
of the issues they raise and the 
questions they ask: - , 

• FINGERPRINTS: The FBI, 
according to records submitted; 
at the time of Ray’s extra-

very much like” the man who 
became identified as Ray.

BUT STEPHENS’ ability to 
identify anyone at the time off 
the slaying is challenged by! 
Fensterwald. He said that a! 
Memphis cabdriver, James M. 
McCraw, had made a state-, 
ment five weeks before Ray’s 
trial to the Memphis public de­
fender’s office that belied Ste- 
phons’ identification.

! IcCraw said he had gone to

th i submitted bullet,” said 
Robert Frazier, chief w the 
FBI’s fire identification unit in 
an affidavit made part of the 
extradition file. .

But, Frazier added:
“Because of distortion due to 

mutilation and insufficient 
marks of value, I could draw 
no conclusion as to whether or 
not the submitted bullet was 
fired from the submitted 
rifle.” '

• THE DROPPED BUNDLE:
A Jfentral point in the s ate’s
case was the finding, i 
dia ely after the slaying, f the 
rifle, binoculars, personal ef-

him slf with income inde]
den of his law practice, ar
thoi 
men!

in the side to gov 
officials.

en-
P a 
rn-

time-

fects, beer cans and other

Formerly counsel to a :en

dition from England where he
1 thd rooming house to pick i 

Stephens shortly before 6:(
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was captured in June, 1968 P;m., the fata! momeM ta Oft 
foundlhis prints on the rifle/ ^^ ^ found him m a- DATE
telesc 
and

>pic sight, binocular | 
rumerous other itenl

very drunken condition,’*
PAGE:Rfully clothed and unable to get 

out of bed.
(The McCraw statement is 

alluded to in at least two books 
published about the King mur- 

wald contends that neither the? ^er^ H°wever, Stephens com- 
FBI nor the hearing at which mon-law wife, Grace Stephens,. 

> tends to contradict McCraw, in

traced to Ray. I
But reports differ on whetn- 

er prints were found in Room! 
5B that Ray rented; Fenster-1

EDITION:

EDITOR

COL

RED STREAK

DARYLE FELDMEIR
ate subcommittee probing fed-;

‘ violations of privacy,fihe Ray was sentenced, says thate:
wa I also an aide to the 
Serktors Estes Kefauver 
Teak) and Thomas C.
nings (D-Mo.).

to 
Loi 
elei 
zini

E WAS ALSO an assistant 
lormer Sen. Edward | C.
1 (D-Mo.), who lost alre- 
[ion bid after Life maga- 
in 1967 connected him to a

Teamsters Union attorney in

they were 1 another affidavit, saying “he
2 . ‘., . _ , had not had much to drink that
The furniture in Ray’s room . „

was moved, allowing a better' y’ 
view — however awkward —
of the Lorraine Motel, where 
Dr. King was staying when he 
wa9 slain. Who moved it, lind 
what prints, if any, v ere 
found? asks Ray’s lawyer.

• * THE DEATH BULLET: If 
he should win an evidentiary
hi ring, Fensterwald plat 

at reliance on freeing R 
the report of an FBI ball

r® 
y: 
s-

expert, who says he cannot
•IDENTIFICATION-. Charted P®" 016 ,ataI sIug as *
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items, all wrapped in a gr 
and brown bedspread in 
doo y of the Canipe Amuje- 
men o., on the street level* 
the rooming house. These were 
later ced to Ray.

“Can you imagine someone 
committing murder, then tak­
ing several minutes to pack a 
six-pack of beer, a gun and a 
shaving kit, then taking it all 
down to the street—and dump­
ing it?” asked Fensterwald.

Ray was only a few steps 
away from his car into which 
he could have stowed it all,i 
and then dumped it in the Mis-1 
sissippi River several blocks 
away, he said.

State’s Atty. Gen. Phillip Ca­
nale. the prosecutor, answers

James Earl Ray

thatiiRay, “rather than be 
caugut with the evidenc

ng;

dropiled it in the amusement 
company alcove after spotting 
a squad car parked near his 
Mtfstang. In apparent panic! he 
rid Ihimself of the incriminat­
ing Ipelongings and sped av|y, 
according to Canale.

THERE ARE numerous 
other points that Fensterwald 
argues need clearing up if the 
cloud of conspiracy is to dis­
solve.

“We have other evidence 
to show Ray was at another 
place in Memphis at the time of;
the shooting—a garage,” says 
Fens erwald, but he will not
elabc •ate.

Raj] has said that a nyys-, 
terious “Raoul” had aided him; 
during his first hideout period 
in Canada, after fleeing the 
Missouri State Prison in April, 
1967. “Raoul” had given him 
money with which to buy the1 
Mustang, according to earlierl 
published stories.

“I do not know if that’s 
made-up name or not,” says 
Fensterwald. “Some people
think | 
Ray a

le is an accompice ind 
ill not discuss it. We get

along pretty well, but he < oes 
not trust any one human being 
100 per cent.”
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The v

’ Was Ray frame up 
Mm?
By ;rg
Of four Washington Bureau
Lai t in a series

Washington - Long af^r 
the passing of James Earl 
Ray, now serving 99 years as 
the convicted killer of the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
the world will be arguing:

Was he, indeed, guilty?wor 
the' victim of a frameup? ” I

ves
he latest author in- 
igator to have his say is

Gerold Frank of New York. Af­
ter 3^ years of research, he 
concludes that Ray did it all 
himself. His new book, “An 
American Death,” was pub­
lished Tuesday. j

Frank is frank to admit that, 
he,htoo, started off convinced!
Of 
was

onspiracy; Ms.book utlei
to be “Conspiracy, >e| 

Stoj^ of The Men Who Plo4]ed<
and Carried Out the Assassina-;

• The “Raoul” story.
iy insisted throughout
'aS aided by a myste; ious

over the rail speaking to^tis 
that ii^Ptenants in the court^jrd 

bapw. Instead, accordin; “to
“Rdbul,” a man who provided W theory, it was firedfi^n 
him?*with money and insiluc- h^hes on a slope below, 
tions. It was “Raoul” who was r°°minghouse. •
actually at the shooting scene -r 
in Memphis, who dashed down- an habitue of the area,

ie

Harold “Cornbread” Ca^r,

stairs from the second-floor quoted as saying the man who 
rooming house where the fatal fired the shot was so closOo 
shot had been fired and into him that he threw up gr^el 
Ray’s Mustang. And it was against him as he fled^ S^o-
“Raoul” who fled the car sev­
eral blocks away, never to be; 
seen again, says Ray. J

But Frank points out, though

it jn Jones, Dr. King’s ^hagf- 
fe ir said he saw someone See 
tne scene with a white Is^&t
over his head. KI M

j Both backed way fron^t®ir 
• stories, says Frank* |®o 

and fin public places — “got talked at length with j jy 
Foreman, a defense lawye: w

Ray insisted he had metj 
“Raoul” at least 20 times —

has he been able to g i^e
til

>r
ie or description of ai y-i Ray. (Ray has since ji|^i- 
lio had seen them toge h-| diated Foreman.) ’ X

er, or who could corroborate
“Raoul’s” existence. __
• The white Musing 
“chase.”

Less than a half hour s ter
tion of Martin Luther King ^‘. *ng was slain, Mem Lis 
j „ police airwaves were “fyled

’ ; with (reports of a white Mus-
airwaves were “fyled

“I HAD NO AXE to grind,”: ^S being pursued by a citi- 
Frank told me. In fact, he zen in a blue, 1966 Pontiac at 
said, he experienced “such a speeds of up to 100 mi^g^n 
sinking of heart” as the fur- hour — with a man in the Es­
ther he delved the more he re- tang firing at his pujswer. 
alized he could not destroy the: This “chase” has always»bSen 
“one-man-acting-alone” theo- cited as a prime piece ofSEhe

conspiracy. 9

nothingtolpse and fe

/

I It was expecially humbling, 
[ Frank added, because he was 
I presumed (because of previous 
I study of conspiracies) to be 

aware of the possibilities of in­
trigue that escape other men.

But in his current volume, 
Frank goes to deliberate 
lengths, frequently exposing 
details that had not surfaced

t e 
mil

Hardly, explains Frank. Ex-
s i v e investigation deter-'

ed there was no ch^

FRANK acknowledges > 
did not speak to Ray, porgo 
several other persons who, w 
cording to advocates of wei 
conspiracy theory, would tend 
to show that Ray was not al-! 
one—or that the case ag^st 
him is cloudy. 1

In addition, Frank acfcriowl- 
edges that he did not speak to 
st zeral other pro-Ray^ wit-
nekses because the evidence 
a^iinst their already p^blj- 
ci z e d stories is so rjvgr- 
whelming that to do so j] «p- 

i peared pointless, he says J w 
| There remains the qu^p^;

tha a youth operating^bfi|a: 
citi: ....................... .....ins band radio had

*" why would Ray — a map i®p 
“ failed at nearly everythihg JJe 

i do, legal or *oth«:-
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। sought to 
n-:, -wise — murder Dr. King? w 

oarn,« -4 1- &2Z- ' Precisely because ofprink Pohce-frusfetrng^ Frank ^ fc ^ # 
p ■ y. ! sons defy simple explanation
• The shot from the bushes* । Poorness, accented later Mr 

This theory holds that j&ie perverse “anti-communisw

gaged in a stupid, highly^

earlier, to destroy the care- fatal shot on April 4, 196?flid hate preachment and an 
fully nurtured conspiracy thop- not sfeed the 206 feet from" 1 
riej that hold out James Ear^ secodd-floor bathroom oi 

\ F shabjy roominghouse to i
1 . J halcwy of the Lorraine Mi

/MONG A FEW examples ^here Dr. King was Idaj

Raj as only a pliable tool.

from many:

not ed the 206 feet fro: id

ei ]

gro feeling apparently, 
up in the idea to sla;

ng,” Frank said. ■ 
‘He had a score to

with society ~ and he
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