














FOLLOWING INFORMATION CONCERNING ONE JAMES E, RAY, RESIDENCE
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An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent f‘inger-

prints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons .

on whom wanted notices have been posted' in the FBI's Identification Division,
succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17,
1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with éonspiring‘to interfere
with é Constitutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray is also sought for un-
lawful interstate flight to avoid confinement after conviction for armed robbery,
~ based on a Federal warrant issued on Juiy 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri.
He had been confined at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri,
in March, 1960, with a 20-year sentence following conviction for armed robbery
and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September,
1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum
security ward at the State Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was repérted missing
from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967.

-Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been
convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money
Orders, has also been confined in fhe Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and
Pontiac, Ilinois, State Prisons and the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth,
Kansas. | |

He served in the Army betWeen February, 1946, and December,
1948, i‘éceived a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and
breaking arrest‘and was given a General Discharge due to ingptness andAlack
of adaptability for military service. '
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Rel_y, lease Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
File No. : April 20, 1968
JAMES EARL RAY '

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader ,

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the»FBI’s "”Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the
:"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives' list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the
widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt
location. Ray has been the subject of a massi\;e search since the gunshot slaying of
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered
in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted
notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968,
charges Ray, under the aiias- Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti-
tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23,. 1967, from the
Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine-
ment after conviction for armed rdbbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.

PIl

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born iﬁ Dlinois or# Ray

is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown
hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably.

Described as a "loner and "drifter, ' with a "rural' quality in his speech, Ray
has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and
completed a course at a school of bartending.

Cohsider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Repor::/ a%ly %?a’iﬁn 4 ?

concerning him to the nearest FBI office.
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CV 45-565

they were one in the same person and in fact stated that
while she could identify this person again should she .
come into her office she could not definitely state that
he was identical with ERIC STARVO GALT.
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FBI 10ngvm .

1207AN URGENT 4-26- sc’m’

TO DIRECTOR, CLEVELAND AND MEMPHIS
FROM LOUTSVILLE (44-947)

MURKIN. CR.

RE BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL TO LOUISVILLE 4-25-LAST AND
.0OS ANGELES TELETYPE TO LOUISVILLE 4-25-LAST,

FOR INFORMATION CLEVELAND BUREAU ADVISED LOUISVILLE TODAY BY
TELEP%ONE TQAT CRIME RECORDS RECEIVED INFORMATION FROM DAVID KRESLOW
THE WASHINGTON NEWS EDITOR OF TﬂE LOS ANGELES TIMES NEWSPAPER,

'TO THE EFFECT THAT AN EMPLOYEE OF THE NEWSPAPER IN LOS ANGELES, AN

EX-CONVICT WHO STILL HAS CONTACTS AMONG THE CRIMINAL ELEMENT, HAD
INFORMED TO THE EFFECT THAT HIS SOURCES INDICATE THAT SUBJECT RAY IS
CURRENTLY LIVING UNDER THE NAME OF CLAUDE COFFEY AT ONE THREE FOUR MANN
STREET, APARTMENT H, GREENUP, KENTUCKY.

LOS ANGELES TELETYPE AﬁVISED THAT CHICX GALLOWAY, CITY DESK,

| "LOS ANGELES TIMES", ADVISED THAT CALL RECEIVED FROM ANONYMOUS MALZ®
APRIL TWENTY FOUR LAST, STATiNG THAT JAMES EARL RAY PRESENTLY
RESIDING ONE THREE FOUR MANN STREET, APARTMENT H, GREENUP, KENTUCXY.
ANONYMOUS MALE STATED APARTMENT RENTED IN NAME OF CLAUDE COFFEY.
ANONYMOUS MALE STATED INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM RELIABLE SOURCE IN A
BACKROOM, LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, GALLOWAY STATED UNKNOWN INDIVIDUAL
APPEARED ADTICULié? AND DID NOT APPEAR TO. BE INEBRIATED. WHEN ATTEMPT

K

MADE TO OBTAIN i\ EQP ADDPESS ANONYMOUS CALLER LAUGHED,

}/;f‘“ Yex*”"‘jbz’
fx( ;ﬁa”"

END PAGE ONE wﬂ}@
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PAGE THREE
YHEREABOUTS DURING PERTINENT PERIOD. SUTEL BUREAU IF ELIMINATED.
CONTACT BUREAU BY TELEPHONE IF COFFEY IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT.

EMD

CORR PLS. PAGE TWO LINE SIX WORD SIX SHD BE COFFEY. .

ENDMJB
FBI CLEVELAND
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FBI ;CLEVELAﬁD G ®

FBI CINCINTI

1238PM URGENT 4/25/68 BLE

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), MEMPHIS (44-1987), CHICAGO (44=-1114),
NEW HAVEN, CLEVELAND, AND PHOENIX

FROM CINCINNATI (157=-1893) 2P

MURKIN

RE CG TEL, APRIL SEVENTEEN LAST. /

RE ADVERTISING - SUPERIOR BULK FILM COMPANY.

RETEL REQUESTED CINCINNATI TO REVIEW SUBSCRIBERS OF MODERN
PHOTOGRAPHY MAGAZINE, TWO ONE SIX ZERO PATTERSON STREET RE GALT
AND ALIASES SET FORTH RETEL.

ON APRIL TWENTY-FOUR, TWENTY-FIVE,~SIXTY-EIGHT, RORERT
BRIDGES, DATA PROCESSER, ABOVE MAGAZINE, COMPLETED REVIFW OF
SUBSCRIBERS RE ABOVE ALIASES AND ADDITIONALLY THE NAME JAMES EARL
RAY AND FURNISHED FOLLOWING POSSIBLES ONLY:

JOMN C. WILLARD, FORTY-NINE BROAD STREET, WETHERSFIELD, CON-
NECTICUT. -

JAMES RAY, TWO FOUR NINE ZERO LEE BOULEVARD, CLEVELAND HEIGHTS,
oMTO. ’

JAMES RAY, ONE SIX TWO S. LAZONA DRIVE, MESA, ARIZONA.

END PAGE ONE
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~PAGE TUWO
NEW HAVEN, CLEVELAMD, AND PHOENIX WILL IDENTIFY ABOVE

SUBSCRIBERS.,

MAKE NO MENTIOQ INQUIRIES CONCERNING CAPTIONED

MATTER,
ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
END
LJL
FBRI CLEVELAND

@
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PAGE TUO
PREVENT INTEGRATION.
ALTHOUGH SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS THE ASSAILANT,
YOU SHOULD CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE IF ANY OF THE
ABOVE MIGHT BE IMPLICATED AS A CONSIPIRATOR..
ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
COPIES MATLED TO MEMPHIS.
END |
LJL
FBI CLEVELAND
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