





























CV 4565
PAGE THREE

DONALD WILL CONTACT FBI SHOULD HE LEARN OF THOMAS'
WHEREABOUTS IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE.

Lm"‘ IT IS SUGGESTED THAT IF THOMAS E., CRAMER NOT LOGATED
THROUGH ABOVE INFO, CHICAGO PLACE STOP WITH FBI IDENTIFICATION
DIVISION.

END,
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h/21/68

'lerector, FBI (44-38861)
s . SAC, CLEVEL&ND (4&-565) (P)
MURKIN
Re Cleveland. airtel ‘to- Kansas Ciﬁy, 4/24/58 (Io),
and Bureau telephone call to Cleveland, 4/26/6

MARY CHORTOS was personally contacted on- h/26/68
_ and recelpt of her 1etter at the Bureau was acknowledged.

: ﬂn #/23/68 CHORTOS ‘adviged that she had cbserved a
white male resembling subject RAY the previous day siﬁting in
a 1966 blue Cadillac bearing Misaouri license plates whieh

was parked in the Fulton Shopping Center at Fulton and Mempbis

" Roads. gShe stated that the license plate bore numbers Ps 6

‘and -that she could not remember the other humbers. She -
- stated that this lndividual was sitting on the passenger side
~ of the car and as the complainant looked at him he slouched
in the seai, At the time of the telephone call, she stated -
that she was quite excited and could not remember what
apartment she lived ing whather it was 231 or 213.- She stated
' she had no other information to- furnish and 4id not indicate
uh&t she deszred to see an Agent. :

_ " on both 4/24 ana 25/68; ﬁhe parking lot at the

. Fulton Shopping Center was checked between the hours of :
11:00 a.m. and 12 noon, the time that she had indicated she.
had seen the automobile. ;FﬁlﬁonaMemphis'Shogping Center is
& large shopping ares and the trafflic 1s very considerable

3 - Bureau .
.. L -« Kangag Eiti

2 ~ Memphis g& ~1987)
‘ M,clevelaﬁ
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. thruughout the day.

S Mrs . ‘CHORTOS wag. 1nterviewed on U, 26/68 a8t whxch
time ghe stated that after. she had thought about - this o
natter and visualized the car she reallzed from her visualizatimn :
g that the car had not been blue at all but was green and further
.. that the license plate number was PS 633 or PS 655 followed
by an additlonal four digite. According to CHORTOS, this
made ‘the plate two letters and geven digits. -She stated t‘hatr1L
thdre was a Missauri plate and that the eolor Was white on
green, , . f ) )

- o Mrs. GHGRTGS stated thaﬁ her enly glimpse of the ‘
»'subgect wag when ghe drove by the car and observed a portion
of hig profile from eyes down and for s moment full face when
he looked in her direction. She did not see all of his face
~ but she stated she 4ild see his nose and that part of his face.
. She recallied that there was & long strand of halr hanging .
" down by his . eye. She couid furnish no other description ’
except to state that she thought he was guilte handsome and
could not guess his ageé as she "can’t tell ages.”™ She -
gtated that her atiention was drewn to this matter because
of the fact that there was a Missourl license plate on the
car znd the next day she observed the picture of subject RAY
in the Life magazine and because he slouched down in the seat.
“As Mrs. CHORTOS stated, she could not understand why he'woulﬁ
. slcuch down.in the seat when. she looked at him. o

' MYs. ﬂHORTOS stated that ghe had written to . ﬁhe
Bureau rather than call the: Cleveland Office of the FBI
.7 becsuse she realized that the Agents were s busy. She :
"~ gtated she had never met an FBIL Agent beforé and really wanted.
to btalk to one.. She sald she wes very disappointed when an
- Agent dld not come out -to her house right ﬁfter‘she had c&lled
- and *n fact she cried a iittle. :

: . The Agﬁnﬁs axglalned ts Mrs. CHORTOS that they -
were most appreciative of her information and had not -
realized that she expected to be persenaliy ‘gontacted and’
that the Agents had acted in accordanceé with the value of

the inﬂormation, in immedistely checking out. the area
indicated by her. - Mrs. CHORTOS indicated that she was very
pleased to have been of some. assigtance and was quite
thrilled to have net some representstives of the FBT and
indicated that -1f she had anythirg)'€d “Furnish, she wqulﬁ

,immeﬁlately call the Cleveland Office of the EBI -

. 2".- -, "
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735PM URGENT 4-24-68 BJP
TO ALL SACS - RELAY MESSAGE PLAN
FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 2P

MURKIN
CONTACTS SHOULD BE MAINTAINED WITH ALL MASS COMMUNICATIONS

MEDIA IN YOUR TERRITORY TO INSURE THAT THERE IS FREQUENT
REFERENCE TO RAY AND HIS CONNECTION WITH THIS CASE.

!
SINCE YOU HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN ADVISED THAT JAMES EARL ‘Q

RAY IS IDENTICAL WITH ERIC STARVO GALT AND YOU HAVE BEEN )
FURNISHED I0'S AND WANTED FLYERS ON RAY, YOU ARE TO BE @
CERTAIN THAT ALL APPROPRIATE STOPS HAVE BEEN RENEWED ON
.JAMES FARL RAY AND UNDER ALL OF HIS KNOWN ALIASES AS SET L //;
FORTH ON THE IO'S AND WANTED FLYERS., THIS IS TO INSURE THAT
THE BUREAU WILL BE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED IF THE SUBJECT IS
ARRESTED OR COMES TO THE ATTENTION OF AUTHORITIES WITH WHOM
STOPS PLACED,

OFFICES COVERING DEPAR%URE OR ARRIVAL OF OVERSEAS
FLIGHTS SHOULD MAVE RENEWED STOPS'AND SUBJECT'S PHOTOGRAPH
SHOULD BE DISPLAYED APPROPRIATELY.
END PAGE ONE

\ral-i et lLd
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PAGE TWO
ALL OFFICES SHOULD CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION

AT ALL "HIPPIE"™ ROOMING HOUSES AND SIMILAR ESTARLISHMENTS TOf//

OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION WHATSOEVER CONCERNING RAY. gfﬁﬂ% L
P

APPROPRIATE LEGATS BEING ADVISED SEPARATELY.
ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

FBI CLEVELAND
P
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754PM URGENT 4/26/68 LCC

TO ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN
FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 IP

MURKIN.

THE MAIN FILE ON KING HMAS BEEN REVIEWED AT THE RUREAU
AND LEADS ARE BEING SENT OUT CONCERNING PERSONS INVOLVED IN
PRIOR THREATS AGAINST KING., THESE LEADS AS WELL AS LEADS

CONCERNING ANY OTHER SUSPECTS DEVELOPED FROM ANY SOURCE

MUST 'BE GIVEN IMMEDIATE ANﬁ THOROUGH HANDLING ON A TOP PRIORITY"
BASIS. PROCESS HAS BEéN OBTAINED AGAINST JAMES EARL RAY AND
EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING TO LOCATE RAY AND TO
ESTABLISH MOTIVE OF CRIME. YOU HAVE BEEN AND'WILL RE

FURNISHED INFORUMATION éELATING TO OTHER POSSIBLE CONSPIRATORS.,
THESE MUST ALL RBE fHOROUGHLY HESOLVEb NO MATTER HOW REMOTE.

END

Gbs

F3I CLEVELAND
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
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MAY 1962 EDITION {
GSA FPMR {41 CFR) 101=11.6 ;
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

* SAC, CLEVELAND (44-565) (P) ‘ DATE: 1 /97/68
FROM :gA ROBERT A. BILGREEN
SUBJEGT . MURKIN

Re. memo of SPC MICHAEL BACA.

On April 2L, 1968, HOWARD and MYRTLE PORTER were
contacted at their residence, 1329 North Route #7, Pierpont,
Ohio. : '

They advised that on April 19, 1368, between 2:30 p.m.,
and 3:30 p.m., they observed a person hitchhiking on Route#7
in front of their home. When they observed him he was about
100 t6 150 yards away f£rom their home and part of him was
hidden by an embankment. The writer Looked out of this.
window and noted that it would not be possible to observe
more that the upper portion of the subjects body from this
point. It would not be possible to distinguish any facial
characteristics., Although Mr. PORTER did not show the effect
of alcohol at the time of the contact he admitted to being
and alooholic, as he stated the man in front of his home
looked like an alcoholic and he knew what they looked like
since he Was one.

MR. & MRS. PORTER advised. that after this person left
the area they observed a news broadcast on TV and thought
that the person in fronfof their home resembled the phOto
of GALT shown on the TV set., They described the person
in fromt of their home as follows:

Race : White

-Sex: Male

Age: : 45.57 - Looked older than Mr. PORTER who

' is age 50 but looks older due to hard life

as an Alcoholic.

Height: 5161 ~ 513n

Weight: 160-180 #

Builaé: Stocky

Complexion: Ruddy

Haiw; Dark brown, possibly curlgy & Grey
sideburns

Clothing Brown sa@it coat and blue ,or gre
work pants, no hat.

SERIALIZED " Firn

MARZ 7 1968
) =T LLtVEL/\I\f}
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savif
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Upon futher questioning they stated that they had to
guess at the height and weight since they could not see
the portion of the persons body below the midgle of his chest.
They were shown a photograph of GALT. and advised that this
person was definatly older that GALT, his shoulders were
- Larger suggesting a stocky build.

Due to the distance involved it is felt that they could
not possibly identify anyone. It is also noted that items of
identification furnished by them would not be possible to
observe from the distance XK involwed between their observation
point and the place they indicated he stood at the time of
their seeing him, therefore no futher investigation is being
conducted,
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

aza PP (8 CFR) 10118 '
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT .
Memorandum

SAC, CLEVELAND (lill-:565) DATE: April 29, 1968

SA HAROLD E, WEIDA
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Retel of Bureau to all continental offices dated
4/14 /68 requesting a check of all dancing schools be made
for any record of prior attendance of the subject. 1In
connection with this request, the following dance studios
were contacted:

Arthur Murray Studio
Canton, Ohio

Reynold'!s-McIlvain Dance Studio
Canton, Ohlo .

Wanda Scott School of Dance
Canton, Ohio

Margaret Appells Dancling School
Canton, Ohio

Shirley Hothem Dance School
North Canton, Ohio

Cassidy Dance School
Canton, Ohio

The above-described agencies had no information

to indicate the subject had ever been in attendance at their
schools.

T

HEW: Jev
(2)

o1 5657 93
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Memo, SAC
L4565

In examining the application for employment as filled
out in GRAY's handwriting and printing, it was observed by the
writer that there appeared to be several letters which had some
similarities with that printing as appears on the note in question.

After determining the information as shown above, it
was determined by STEWART that GRAY had gone home after completing
his shift, but it was expected he would return on 4/25/68.

Efforts made by the writer on 4/24/68 to locate GRAY
at his home. 514 Ohio St, met with negative results.

On 4/25/68, GRAY was contacted and interviewed at the
A.L. Garber Co. Upon being shown the original copy of the packaging
slip in question, he readily admitted the handwriting thereon
itemizing the items shipped was written by him, and also admitted
the order was filled and packaged by him. He was then shown the

cory of the note *wxw written on the small piece of paper apparantly
torm from the copy of the packaging slip that was shipped with the
package, and he readily admitted writing the note. This note reads:
"DR REV. MARTIN L. KING will be dead by 4/14/68",

When asked why and when he wrote the note, GRAY said
he wrote the note on 4/5/68, the day after the assasination, during
his first break period about 10:00 AM. He said he planned to play

a joke on his fellow worker, ROGER DOVE, who also works in the
bindery dept, by showing him the note, hoping DOVE had not yet heard
of the murder. He s aid he planned to say at the time he would have
shownf DCVE the note he knew the murder was to take place, and make
it appear to DOVE he was '"reallyiin the know''. However, he did not
go through with this prank as he was side-tracked by someone else
calling him and thus he never appreached DOVE. He said he had torn
the note from the copy of the packaging slip, and did not intend to
send the note with the package. He said he did not realize he had
sent the note with the package until the time of the interview.

He said he would never have sent the note along with the package

on purpose as he realized this would have caused some reaction. tle
insisted he did not know the note was in the package and was at a
loss to understand how it got in the package. He suggested tha note
probably got stuck to one of the inside packages without his noticing
it.

GRAY insisted he did not send the note along with the
package on purpose to see what reaction it would cause as he would
not do such a thing. He said he was sorry for any trouble or time
consumption his backfired prank caused and said he definitely did
not have any advance knowledge of KING's murder. He said he does not

know the suspect, RAY, and has spent all of his life in the Ashland
area,

2-
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< 4/29/68
e

IW‘DIRECTOR, FBI - (44-38861)

S ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY)
.SAC, CLEVELAND (44—565) (P)
MURKIN -

;(oo- MEMPHIS)

' Re Miami airtel to Director, 4/11/68

» The following investlgation was conducned by SA '

'.;VINCENT R. NAPOLI in connectlon with a note found by KATHRIN

- "HOBSON, Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company which stated "Dr. Rev.
MARTIN L. KING will be dead by 4/&/6 .", referred to in - '
above referenced airtel. .

“ T This note was found by Mrs. HOBSON in a package of
, stationery supplles from the A. L. Garber Company Prlnting,
“Ashland, Ohio. ,

Investigation is set forth as folloWS."

Lo " On h/?#/BS DEAN STEWART, VP in charge of Admmnistratlon,
" A. L. Garber Company, Union Street, Ashland,: Ohlo, made.
_available the origilnal yellow copy of the packaging slip
pertaining to order No. 52360, He verified the fact the

order as described on the s£lip was sent to theé shipping

departnent on 4/4/68, and shipped from the company on /5/68

STEWART explained all orders are. written up on such
packaging slips, pointing out the original copy meintained at
the company is yellow. The copy is perforated so that after '
-the order is filled by a packer, the botom half of the copy can |
be torn off and sent along with the order to the customer.

The top half of the packaging slip copy is also Hﬁgﬁhgs the
company in the shipping department.n :

'4 - Bureau

2 - Memphis (#4-1987)
2.y Miani (Wi-105)

o (%él/pleveland
N/ 3k .
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When asked why and when he wrote the note, GRAY sald
he wrote the note on 4/5/68, the day after the assassination,
during his first break perlod ebout 10:00 AM, He sald he-
planned to play a Joke on his fellow worker, ROGER DOVE, who slso
works in the bindery department, by showing him the note, hoping
DOVE bhad not yet heard of the murder. He sald he planned to say
at the time he would have shown DOVE the note he knew the nurder
was to take place, and make it eppear to DOVE he was "really
_in . the know". However, he did not go through with this prank
&s he was side~tracked by someone else calling him and thus he
never approached DOVE. He said he had torn.the note from the .
copy of the packaglng slip, and did not Intend to send the note
with the package. He sald he did not reelize he had sent the
note with the package until the time of the interview. He sald
he would never have sent the note along with the package on
purpose as he realized this would have caused some reaction. He
insisted he dld not know the note was in the package and was at
a loss to understand how it got in the package. He suggested the.
note probably got stuck to one of the inside’ packages withﬂut
his noticing it.

GRAY insisted he did not send the note along with the
package on purpose to see what reaction it would cause as he
would not do such & thing. He said he was sorry for any trouble
or time consumption his backfired prank caused and sald he
definitely did not heve any advance knowledge of KING's murder.
He said he does not know ‘the suspect, BRAY, and has spent all of
his life in the Ashland area.

When asked if he had ever been in trouble with the law
previously, GRAY admitted that when he was 14 or 15 years of age,
he wae arrested for stealing property from the grade school he was
ettending. He was glven one year probatlion and placed on s farm
“in West Salem, Ohio (12 miles from Asnland) He noted he no
‘longer is on probation. _

: Further, he also admitted that when he was 17 he was
pleked up by the Mansfield, Chio Police Department on suspilcion
of burglary. However, he claimed he was cleared of the suspicion
after his fingexprints were taken and eliminated. as belng
identical with those prints found at the scene., GRAY denled

any other arrests. .
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. On 4/25/68 Sergeant DONAU) MULIJN, Assista,nt ‘
Identification Offlcer, Mansfleld, Ohlio PD,- stated GRAY was
arrested under Mansfield PD #13236 on. 10/22/66, for investigation
of ransacking cars. -He was fingerprinted and mugged and released

© the. same date, noting.-he-was a Juvenlle, age 17. Sergeent
‘MULLIN pointed out it was the practice at that time of the
Mangfield PD under supervision of former Identification . Officer
CARL E. BEARD, to print and mug juveniles, but to not forward the
.prints to the FBI, unless gome specific reason arose to do so.
" In checking further, MULLIN locatéd the prints of GRAY on file
at the Identification Bureau of the Manufield PD- aﬂd stated they
~would be made available ir needed. '

o In view of the above and - since there appears “to be
no v1olation of FBI jurisdiction, no further investig&tion is
being conducted re this matter, UACB.;_ : L
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The above individuals advised that code
"20 R-3" was not their code and they were unable to ident-
ify it being used by any other local laundry. ‘
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 &

e e orR) t01-11.6 .
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC, CLEVELAND (uuisss) DATE: April 29, 1968

SA HAROLD E, WEIDA
MURKIN

On April 18, 1968, DAVID H, FOSTER, Funeral Director,
Splkers Funeral Home, 710 West Tuscarawas Street, Canton, Ohio,
advised that on the previous evening hé had met with his stock.
club at Dick Logan's Restaurant in Canton and at about 8:45 p.m.,
he and another member, Attorney DON STEINER, had proceeded to -
the Cabaret Bar located across the street from Logan's Restaurant.
As they were sitting at the bar, another patron, whom he
described as 36 to 38 years of age, white male, brown wavy
hair, good looking, well dressed, wearing cuff links and a black
onyx ring on his right hand and a wedding band on his left hand
with neat appearing nails and hands, who was approximately
5 feet 10 incheg 160 pounds, struck up a conversation with them
and stated that he was a psychologist teaching at Kent State
University (KSU), and further stated that he was. from the
Akron, Chio, area and subsequently stated the Alliance, Ohio,
area. Mr, FOSTER stated that the man introduced himself as
Dr. ORDIN T. PILT or TILT (ph). He stated heée noted ‘the man
was drinking VO and water and.further commented that he had
received his B.S. degree from Toéledo Universlty and his
Doctorts degree from the University of Michigan. ‘

FOSTER stated that the following morning he had
observed a photograph in the newspaper of ERIE STARVO GALT
and thought there was some similarity in’ the. appearance of
the photograph and the man he had seen.in the bar.

Mr, FOSTER was questioned as to whether he noted
any special peculiarity and he stated he did not, that the
man's conversation indicated that he was probably & midwesterner
or a native of that vieclnity. He added that the barmeid,
LINDA, had served this patron and also suggested that

' Mr. STEINER may have made some observation regarding

this individual.

, | | | A,/:g,/ SeSe M
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LINDA FARKAS, 1220 Wertz Avenue, SW, Canton, Ohio,
was contacted at the Cabaret Bar and stated that she had had
a telephone call from Mr. FOSTER regarding the patron who
had been in the bar the previous night. She stated that she
did not feel that he resembled the photograph she had seen of
ERIC STARVO GALT which appeared on TV the previous night. She
stated that she recalls the man had said his name was ORDWAY
T. PELT (ph) and had insisted that he be called DOC, She
said that he had asked her to dance; however, she had refused
and he had also asked her for a date to go bowling, but she
again refused. He inquired as to where "the action was in
Canton", indicating that he was not familiar with the area,
however, he also mentioned that he was from the Alliance and
Akron, Ohio, areas. She said that she recalled that he drank
VO and water and left after a short time in the bar. She
described him as approximately 30 years of age, white male,
light brown hair, blue eyes, 5 feet 8 inches, slight build,
wearing a shirt open at the neck and a suit, wearing a wedding
band, .and she did not think that he appeared identical to
the photograph of GAET

On April 18, 1968 DONALD STEINER, Attorney, was
contacted at his cffice in the Harter Bank Building and stated
that he had been in telephonic contact with DAVID FOSTER, a
member of his stock club, and they had discussed the individual
they had seen at the Cabaret Bar the previous evening, and
what resemblance he may have had to ERIC STARVO GALT,

.Mr, STEINER stated that he was embarrassed. to have had '
Mr. FOSTER suggest that possibly the patron was identical with
GALT inasmuch as he did not feel that the person was identical
although there was some sihilarity in his appearance. He
stated that during the conversation that this patron had
introduced himself as Dr, PEEL (ph) and that he was a
psychiatrist and teaching psychology at KSU. He stated he

was in the presence of this man apprcﬂmately hour and
described him as a white male, 40, dark hair, “nedium to

slight build, 5 feet 10-1ll inches, 170-175 pounds, and no
noticeable rural accent to his speech. This patron .
indicated that he was familiar with the writings on psychiatry
and Mr. STEINER questioned him about special writings and he
ackndwledged that he was familiar with them. He also

-2 -
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