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FBI Turns to Florida 
in Hunt for King's Slayer

TALLAHASSEE, Fla —STU ■ The north far th» slayer 
of Dr Martin Lather Kins Jr. his taken another myste­
rious twin and was turned toward Florida today

The FBI issued a pickup order for prime suspect Eric 
Stares Gait and asked that It be transmitted to all law 
enforcement agencies in Florida. The order said Galt 
was tinted for ■‘civil rights conspiracy” and had used 
the aliases of Harvey Lowmyer and John Willard.

It riadr no mention of James Earl Ray, the 40-yearksld 
escapee from the Missouri Stale Prison whom FBHDi- 
rector J Edgar Hoover said fingerprints had proved was 
the same person as Galt.

■ Ray and Galt are identical ' Hoover said last week.

is Los Angeles, the FBI was reported trying to find 
a blond who was dating Ray before he disappeared from 
Southern California

The FBI office declined to comment on the report. 
However, the woman was known to have been with Ray 
In a Hollywood bar wntx^ning during the second week 
In March—one of the last times Ray was seen In the 
area before King's assassination.
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Prison Mate 
Has Clue to 
Cait Alias

By ALAN HORTON

I talked to a 31 year-old West Sider «ho, for four 
years, was in Missouri State Pen Cell 187.

James Earl Ray. the alleged assassin of Dr Martin 
Luther King Jr was in Cell 191. some 10 feet from 117.

The West Sider is in trouble with the law again That's 
how I found oat about h» connection with Missouri Stalo 
Mml

“tlfueai I knew Jtmnn Ray as well as any man." the 
Wes< Sider said between drags on a smoke ‘ t rented 
him book* in prison Ono of the books be got from ano 
was Ian Fleming’s On Her Majesty ’a Secret Service?

“In that. Ernst Stavro Blofeld was the head of SPEC. 
TRE 1 also rented him Ayu Rand's Atlas Shrugged? 
John Gall is in that ”

IS IT COINCIDENCE that Ray used the alias Eric 
Starto Galt to throw the EBI off his trail’

We each worked in the food service to prison?1 the 
Wool Sider continued "I was Hie second cook He waa 
rcMun^bh (or slicing bread for each meal. He had a 
pam to the kitchen anytime We were thrown together. 
I got to know him real well

“I had 200 or 300 books in my ceil 1 sold and rented 
them. Mostly be read sex stones and 1 kept him supplied. 
And hr read that Prussian philsopher, Friedrich Nitta* 
si he He believed in Nietzsche s superman Might makes 
right he said, and nothing is wrong as long as there's 
satisfaction for the inner man.

THE WHOLE PRISON was segregated He we* one 
of those who thought Negroes should be kept separated.

“He mi* the original *Hfo wolf. But no matter what 
you talked about or where you'd been, he knew it or be d
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been there. He had a little funny smile always—like the 
M®i Um

‘Tie was very introverted and personally clean. Hie 
Mid he didn't have any people but he got mall once in ji 
while. He worked three hours a day and the rest of the 
time he read or hung by himself In the prison yard.

“He was addicted mentally to stimulants, ampheta* 
mines — not the pills but the powder. He got it the 
way yi j get anything you're not supposed to get in 
prison and he injected it.

“BECAUSE OF THIS, he didn’t eat — no appetite — 
and he wax thin, about 130 pounds I know he was a 
paranoid. Never mind what the prison psychiatrist Mid.

“His eyes were weaker than the ones In the FBI photo. 
Kind of foggy. He was always pulling on his big left 
ear with his left hand. Like hr wax nervous all the time, 
He had a high-pitched voice but he was very even-tem­
pered. He was smart and cool and be didn't trust any­
body,"

P ' V, THE ADMIRER OF SI PER MEN. may have been 
friendly to the West Sider because of his muscular ap­
pearance. He is nearly 6 feet tall and weighs 240 
pounds.

One year ago today 40-ycar-old James Earl Ray 
escaped from the Missouri prison in a bread box He hail 
been serving a 20 year sentence on habitual criminal aid 
aimed robbery charges.

uhe West Sider is out on bond on a carrying cen- 
cg^hd weapon charge. He told the FBI what he knows/ 
about Ray. /
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Ray Eyed $ 1 - Million King
Bounty, Cellmate Says

(IndtesM pso*, Mae of 
nswspsp**. City «W4 Sisis,)

D^TOX, Ga CP - A 
convicted murderer who 
was In prison with the mys- 
termt# James Kurt Ray, 
now hunted in the slaying 
of Huv. Dr. Martin Luther 
K.ng-Jr.. said yesterday he 
hejp Ray say bo would be 
wiling to try to collect SI 
million for killing Dr. King.

Raymond Cur th. 40, la 
serving a life sentence at 
Whitfield Coady jail. Cur- 
Us said he and Ray were 
pnsaiers at the Missouri 
Sta$ Penitentiary when 
John F. Kennedy was asst-

ty good then. Ray said 'If 
there is a million • dollar 
bounty on King, 1 believe 
I can collect it,’ ” Curtis 
said.

CURTIS said he met Ray, 
•Iso 40. in IMS when both 
were prisoners in Jackson 
County jail at Kansas City, 
Mo, They shared a cell for 
seven months.

Curtis usd Ray was 
transferred to the Leaven­

worth federal :QriM<n to 
serve a term'TorT^ging 
postal money orders and 
two weeks later he also was 
sent there

Curtis said be and Ray 
were mi adjoining cells there 
at one time.

He said after about six 
mouths he was transferred 
to the Atlanta prison and 
did im mw Ray again until 
late nW I or early 1962. when 
Curt* went to the Mitomi 
State Penitentiary on a 1A 
year armed robbery sen­
tence.

IT WAS in the prison 
yard. Curtis said, that tie 
and Ray saw television 
news reports of Kennedy's 
•ssaMtnaUM. A few days 
later, he said, a new prison! 
er Mid that ■ 11 miOM| 
bounty had been put oi 
King by a KKK bustBMi-
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men’s association.”
Curtis, who was born 

here, said Ray had a soft 
southern Illinois accent not
a'lsouthern drawl.

Curtis was convicted in
January of 1967 for a rob- 
byry murder. He is awaiting 
a decision on a new trial 
motion. FBI agents ques­
tioned Curtis Sunday and 
Monday.

Curtis said Ray talked a

great deal in prisaa-abewt 
New Zealand, Brazil and 
Argentina and Curtis spec­
ulated that he would have 
left for one of those coun­
tries within hours after the 
slaying if he were respon­
sible.

“If you talk to him 15 
minutes you’d like him,” 
C^tis said. “He was a like-
able sort of person. But if 

ip was a plot to assassin!'—
&/e King, Ray would go fo fi

thi
ficers said yesterday.

his grave with the secretj”

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. UP) 
— A report that the FBI 
was looking for Eric Starvo 
Galt in Florida was based 
on the use of old informa­
tion, law enforcement of-

Robert Gebhardt, special 
agent in charge of the FBI 
office in Jacksonville, said 
the report disregarded tie 
announcement last we >k 
that Galt and James Earl 
Ray “were one and the 
same person.”
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DALTON, Ga - fm—A prison bipdy of lames Lari 
Kay Mid today that when Ray hear! there war a -nil- 
l sr bonnty" on Dr Martin Lu (bar K ng Jr. ho 
•mUed aad aald, •'Fl' collect It"

Jtay. a 4O-year-old fugitive from ikaovrl Stalo 
1 *.wn. is accused by the FBI of as* scaling Dr. Kiri 
in Memphis on Apr. 4

In the Oaken Jail. Raymond Curth. 40' awaiting sA 
P«1 on . murder sentence, said he ka .1 known Ray in 
Ute Kansas t ity Jail, in federal prism at Leavenworth. 
Kan and in Ute state prison at City. Mo

He described Ray as likeable. adEd to dope ’ a 

loan aid a man coniVnred-eyiy with money.
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(

On the day President Kennedy was assassinated—Nov. 
23. 1963—Curtis slid he. Ray and about !S0 other pete* 
oners were in an exercise yard when they heard the 
1 lews.-

He said Ray remarked. “Well somebody made a pretty 
penny on that ”

About a week later, Curtis Mid. he and Ray were in 
the yard when “a new man just In off the street** fold 
them ' the businessmen's association has a millioi dollar 
bounty out for Martin Lather King”

Ray smiled. Curtis recalled, and said. "If there’s a mil* 
Ilea dollars out tor King, I believe if I ever get out Hl 
collect if*

Curtis said he never figured oot wh# the "new manj 
meant by the businessmen * associai nn/’ He Mid M 
couldn t remember who the man was.

I didn't think much about It at the time In prison 
you hear all sorts of hellaaous ideas.” said Curtis, a tall, 
raw boned man

Authorities in Jefferson City •confirmed that Curtis 
and Ray were in prison al the Mme umr Authorises in 
Dalton said the FBI had ioter/te* ?d Curtis Sunday and 
agate last night It declined coMMOl

J
 Curtis said Ray told him he ahsyi carried a gun. Jie 
wag always interested in moor," Curtis said, bu* neVr 
mentioned racial matter*. I - •

Hr never made no statement* of any kind mJ> 
group.- Curtis Mid. "He was a loner '

If others were in the plot with Ray Curb* said Ray 
would go io the grave with his secret

H. Mid Ray KM him that if It* ever wanted to kill 
someone, be would buy a cun under a false name, and 
have everything ready for an escape. "He used to talk 
* lot about escaping to New Zealand. Brasil and Argen- 

। tins rum* said.
I "I wouidi't consider him dangerous ' Curbs said HU 
(didn't look for trouble
’ "Of course, Fm not saying he wouldn't shoot you if 

you ran up on him now.’’

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Wanted Poster Here 
alls Suspect ‘Galt’

page, name of
?r, city and state.)

By JOSEPH ROPPO

J shtabula police finally this 
morning received a wanted 
poster from the FBI on ac­
cused assassin James Earl Ray, 
alias Eric Starvo Galt.

The poster identifies the sus­
pect, about 36 years old, as 
Galt, not Ray.

It says ‘‘Galt is sought in con. 
m ction with a murder wherein 
tire victim was shot. He is con­

sidered armed and extremely 
dangerous.” >

On April 10, six days aftei 
civil rights leader Dr. Martii 
Luther King Jr. was killed in 
Memphis, Ashtabula police re­
ceived a tip on a male subject 
fitting the description of the 
murder suspect

But they had no official in­
formation from the FBI on the 
subject.

The poster is now being dis­

tributed to hotels, newspapeis, 
'‘post offices and commercial (s- 
tablishments. There are two 
photos of “Galt” one with his 
eyes closed.

In the other photo, the sus­
pect's eyes were drawn in by 
an artist. Galt is described as 
i “lone wolf.” He has a pro- 
ruding left ear. ,

Anyone with information cat 
call Ashtabula police or the FBI
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Australia Hunts 
Ray in King Killing

CANBERRA, Amtraba iiu.
Australian police arc makiK 
a rtdionwide search for Jam* 
Eat! Ray. wanted In the <’« 
ted&ates on a chai -
Ing Dr. Marlin Luther King Jr

Potice officiab said the FBI 
cabled that it had information 
indicating Ray also known a* 
Eric Stano Galt, might have 
(led to Australia
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Aussie Check Is Sought on Ray
WASHINGTON — irri — AnstraBa has been askM 

I>J ike nil I<> make > ''routine check'' of ahellwr Jamel 
Earl K>j sought ia the murder of Dr. 'lartin lauhef 
Kin] Jr has applied for a visa In go to that country an 
eada»; official said lodar. The official eniphaslied. 
hoarser, that “Australian authorities have no evidence 
al all the person concerned (Hari Is In Australia."
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on his car. You don t get 
that kind of money from 
sticking up grocery sterna, 
and my brother wasn't the 
kind to stick up currency ex­
changes.'* __ _

Ray's Brother Urges 
Fugitive to Give Up

Prtsslkletga 
SM-TImet Wire

CHICAGO — The person 
closest to James Ear! Ray — 
his brother Jerry — lined 
an appeal for him to surren­
der during a Chicago Sun 
Times interview.

(Indicate page, name of 
nowapapat, eily «M alow.]

But at the same time, the 
brother voiced doubts that 
the country* most-wanted 
fugitive to still alive. And 
Jerry Ray. 32, said other 
member* of his family also 
fear that the accused assassin 
of Dr Martin Luther King 
Jr. may be dead.

The brother was located in 
the tiny room he occupies on 
the grounds of a suburban 
Chicago country club where 
ho works as a maintenance

JERRY RAY. described hft 
brother as "the hottest man 
in the country... the most 
wanted man there ever was."

“If he is still alive,” Jerry 
Ray said, 1 urge him to tur- 
render himself to the FBI or 
to contact someone in the 
family and ask them in make 
surrender arrangements.**

In discussing the killing 
of Dr. King, Jerry Ray said 
he found It difficult to be­
lieve his brother pilled the 
trigger because he “never 
was a nun of violence "

BUT JERRY RAY conced­
ed his brother could have 
been “used" by persona con­
spiring to kill Dr. King His 
brother obviously had re­
ceived a large payoff, Jerry 
Ray said.

■ Look al all the money he 
came into all of a sudden,” 
he continued. “Buying Mus 
tangs, taking dancing les­
ions. M^K Vip* to Meiico 
Look TTTnelaileage he put

RAY'S BROTHER—Jerry 
Ray. 32. brother of James 
Earl Ray. wanted in the 
slaving of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr , sad his 
brother is "the hottest 
man in the country . . . 
the most wanted man 
there MT was ” 
^^. •♦VRt'Telepholo)
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CIA Joins King 
Murder Probe

WASHINGTON - The entire U S. to- 
telligence apparatus, Including the military 
and the Central Intelligence Agency, hat 
now become Involved in the investigation 
of the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King.

Evidence gathered by FBI agents in 
ore of the most massive 
probes in Uto nation's history 
has forced serious investiga­
tion of these possibilities:

1 . That James Earl Ray. 
th* alleged assassin, was the 
^red killer in a Cuba-Red 
China plot.

2 That the “ assassin 
squad" of the Soviet secret 
police was somehow involved 
in the plot.

dedicate pae*. na»» of 
newepeper. city and stat*.)

3. That Ray was hired indirectly by 
certain black nationalists who paid Mm 
with money made available by foreign 
sources.

The FBI has had as many as 2.(00 
agents working at one time, in cooperation 
with hundreds of local policemen and other 
U S. intelligence agents, to track down 
every lead - including the above powi- 
bilities that the assassination was plotted 
with the Intention of creating internal chaos 
in the United SMaew*
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IT SHfMLD-Hr-rmphasizcd that the 
dominant theory — and hope — among 
those directing the investigation is still that 
the killer was a loner who murdered Dr. 
King out of his own crazy, racist views.

But this theory loser supporters as each 
day goes by without agents turning up any 
trace of Ray, who is linked to the murder 
and murder weapon by fingerprints and 
ballistics data.

FBI agents believe no loner could get 
food and drink for so long a period in this 
country without being detected tn the mis­
awe day-and-night search that is under

* This point, added to the oow-known fret 
that Ray had plenty of money, has given 
credibility to the theory that Dr. King's as­
sassin was a hired killer.

A growing fear in FBI circles is that 
the killer was given #10,000 in advance to 
murder Dr King with a promise of much 
more upon completion.of the job. When he 
returned Io his VS. ascist employers for 
the final layoff. Mie theory goes, he was 
slain and hi body damped w here agents 
may never find It

INTERNATW^Ktr-^r.irllijence agents 
have entered the investigation, however, 
because of Ray's mysterious trips to New 
Orleans — and certain of the suspect's 
trips out of the country. The FBI reported­
ly has pinpointed Ray's movements even 
to knowing which prostitute he spent which 
night with in certain countries, but it has 
not yet produced meaningful evidence of 
an international plot.

But there is deep suspicion of a Cuba- 
Red China plot The assumption is that 
If the Cubans had made arrangements to 
spirit their lured killer out of the Vnited 
States, they very likely killed him and 
dumped him in the ocean.

Totally informed sources here say. 
however, that there Is no evidence what 
soever of involvement by the Communist 
party of the Vnited States, or of any spliiw 
ter group of U.S. Communists

One source called the King kil big 
f* one of the most baffling cases in m in 
lory ” He said Ray “just vanished in the 
race of the damndest FBI manhunl| la 
•ages.”

HE ALSO THEORIZED that the slay­
ing and escape were so smoothly orga­
nized that they tend to discredit suspicion 
of black nationalist involvement — but that 
‘■every possibility must be checked *

The FBI is pouring vast amounts of 
manpower and money into the search be 
cause it knows Ila reputation to at stake 
It also knows that if Dr King's killer is 
not found all sort# of rumors will arise 
Memphis police already have been ac­
cused of plotting the murder, and the ac­
cusations soon could be hurled at the FBI
or other federal agencies.

Some of those directing the Investiga­
tion are openly hoping that it will turn out 
to be the work of one man. They fear the 
explosive repercjmwnsif it turns out that 
the murderer waicaKITW killer for white 
V S. racist* — or for a foreign power.
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Shadow Follows March
VIEW ORLEANS, still smarting over persb- 
li tent implicatiais that "rightists" played 
a role in the assassination of President Ken­
nedy, has again beeOflM the center of unwanted 
focus as the search for the murderer of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr, grows cold.

As poor people trudge toward the naUort 
capital in memory of the man who was to have 
led them on the march, a massive probe which 
has mustered all the US. intelligence avail­
able has failed that far to locate the person 
of James Earl Ray. the alleged assassin.

Ray's disappearance it viewed as ominous. 
Lt er ally thousands of agmta have been on a 
day-and-night hunt for the man linked to the 
murder and murder weapons by fingerprints 
and ballistics data FBI agents hold that no 
fugitive could remain in this country for so 
long under such intensive search without being 
sotted while getting food and water 1

Agents know much abort Ray that lw Kid I 
a sizable sum of monev that be made mys-J 
Mrious trip* In New Orleans—and out of thi’ 
country Ris prior travels and even where he 
spent some of his nights out of the country 
reportedly are known Rut links to any pos­
sible international plot escape investigator*

Rut the slaying and escape were so profrs- 
Monally executed that the theory of racist 
employers cannot be put aside A growing 
fear among agents b that the killer was given 
a big sum in advance with promise of much 
more once the art was completed. If Ray 
mix the killer, and if he made hrs rendezvous 
to collect the payoff from hb employers, he 
cculd have been dam aed hb body dumped 
where agents never would find it

The FBI. perhaps more than any agency or 
group, desperately hopes that such is not the 
rase The rumors that Fave refused to de 
in the wake <4 President Kennedy's asMSMina- 
tNn would I* revived many-fold if even one 
prime ■ usped in the murder of Dr King Weft 
not to hr traced. Tragedy and gloom mardh 
side by side as a nation searches lb soul.
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Memo from Al Thompson
FIRST STEPS have been 

taken by the Federal Execu­
tive Board here to comply 
with last year’s presidential 
executive order adding sex 
discrimination to the other 
forms of discrimination pro­
hibited in the Federal Gov-
ernment.-

On Apr. 18 (the same day 
as Paul Revere’s ride, if you 
seek omens), the board ac­
cepted the report of a com­
mittee headed by Miss Rita 
Vincent on the status of 
women in government here.

(The report points out that 
more than 25% of the fed- 
eilal employees here are 
w^men, but adds that only 
slightly more than 5% of 
the total supervisory per­
sonnel are of the fair sex— 
a fact some of the women 
find disturbing.

Basic goals of the group 
are: (1) effecting changes in 
attitudes toward w o m e n as 
candidates for positions tra­
ditionally held by men; (2) 
broadening the e d u cational 
and training o p portunities 
for women within govern­
ment and community educa­
tional institutions, and (3) re­
lating the federal women’s 
program to the community.

“It’s mostly a matter of 
changing attitudes both of 
the bosses and the women,” 
said Miss Vincent. “Many 
women don’t think they can 
get a good job, so they don’t 
apply-

“I think it’s a good idea to 
call people’s attention to the 
fact that there are wo-m-e-a 
available. I have not felt dis-

crimination, but still there 
just aren’t women in good 
positions,” she added.

And the men? “They think 
it’s amusing,” Miss Vincent 
smiled.

* * *
FBI AGENTS here were

among the first to contribute 
to Mayor Stokes’ CLEVE­
LAND NOW! campaign. 
Charles G. Cusick, agent-in- 
charge, last week hand de­
livered contributions from 
all the agents and clerical 
help to the Greater Cleve­
land Growth Assn. ... It
was also learned that agents 
uncovered at least one bit of 
information concerning 
James Earl Ray, sought Ilin 
the slaying of Martin Luther 
King. A 1955 Post Office cir­
cular in the files of the 
Cleveland Credit Bureau 
warns that James Walton, 
one of Ray’s many aliases, 
was cashing stolen money or­
ders in the Midwest. None 
was passed here, however.

JAMES J. P. McSHANE, 
chief U. S. marshal and for­
mer personal bodyguard of 
President Kennedy, was 
given a quick tour of the 
Cleveland office Friday by 
Marshal R. Ben Hosier. . . . 
Two federal law clerks are
leaving their offices in June.

* * *
Phillip J. Campanella leaves 
the office of Judge William 
K. Thomas to join the law 
firm of S p i e t h, Bell, Mc­
Curdy & Newell, and Thomas 
F. Bryant leaves Judge Gir­
ard E. Kalbfleisch to join the 
faculty at Ohio Northern 
University.

FrankHr^fur-bett Jr., head 
of the Internal Revenue Ser­
vice here, has been elected 
chairman of the Federal Ex­
ecutive Board. Turbett re­
places Dr. Abe Silverstein, 
NASA director.

Dr. Samuel L. Aspis, di­
rector of the Veterans .Ad­
ministration Hospital, 10701 
East Blvd., was elected vice­
chairman.

* * *
NEGOTIATIONS betweon 

Local No. 72 of the UniMd 
Federation of Postal Clerks 
and postal officials here a^e 
spl at an impasse. The lo- 
c! 1 broke off negotiations 
Di ay 3, but they were re- 
skmed again Friday.

Issues concern working 
conditions, postal policies 
and practices. Sources say 
agreement with the 4200- 
member union and local au­
thorities is not close, with 
final deadline tomorrow.

Francis J. Lang, officer in 
charge of the Post Office 
here, announced recently 
that a special six-cent stamp 
urging Americans to “Regis­
ter and Vote!.will be issued 
June 27.
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Mysetry Body’s
Identity Sought

POTTSVILLE, Pa J^State 
police and local official# r» 
pitted last night they were 
ijvastigntmg th# ramate pos­

sibility the body of a man 
found in a (hallow grave near 
here was that of the alleged 
assassin of Rei Dr Martin 
Luther King Jr

Richard Russell. Schuylkill 
County District Attorney, said 
state police have ashed the 
FBI for dental records of «b

year old James Earl Ray for 
positive identification

other methods of identifying 
the body have proved fruit­
less, be said, because of the 
advanced state of decompo­
sition.

THE BODY, containing loir 
bullet wounds — with Ihrle 
bullets recovered—wag fouAd 
May 7 by 1 we stale foreslly 
workers near Brandonville, 
approximately 20 mi Ing north 
of this northeast Pennsylvan­
ia community

A special report showed the 
decomposition was caused by 
lime which was placed on Ilse 
body, Russell said.

The report, prepared by Dr 
Wilton M Krogman. a noted 
University of Pennsylvania 
anthropologist, indscaled that 
if lime was used on the body 
"interment I west not less than 
two weeks nor more than
four.”

J«>e D Jarmeson Mgmt In 
charge of the Philadelphia 
FBI office, refused to reveal 
details of hisoffkt a activi­
ties in the TW—-

dedicate pu ge, naw* of 
n«wapap«rr oily and ■ laW*|

12 THE PLAIN DEALEP 
----- (Cleveland, Ohio)

Date

Eki Um:
Aethor

5/24/68
FINAL

“'"'THOMAS VAIL

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



rD«>M (Mov. »•!♦••#)

(Mount Clipping in Spot* B«hw)

FBI Doubts
Body Found

Is James Ray
MAHANOY CITY. Pa — 

(UHu-The FBI Raid today 
there appeared to be nothing 
to indicate a body found in 
a shallow crave near here 
May « was that of the al­
leged slayer of Dr Martin 
Luther King Jr.

Agent Hugh C Norton 
Mid the FBI and Hate police 
have been investigating to 
determine whether the skele­
tal remains may match some 
characteristics of James E 
Day. sought In the King 
slaying.

• * "As tar as I can see, there 
11 no indication they are tlse 
sime poms." Norton said, 
weal law officials think the 
slain person was a gangland 
victim,

Norton said the FBI was 
awaiting arrival of dental 
charts of Ray from veterans', 
hospitals and prisons where 
he had served time as a rou­
tine administrative proce­
dure.

• Norton also said the du* 
-covery of a white Mustang 

auto in 45 feet of water in a 
nearby lake was of no signifi­
cance. pointing out a ear of 
similar description said to 
have been purchased by Ray 
was found abandoned In the 
MA •—"*

(lodlcow pag*, naae of 
newspaper, city «M •toi».)
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FBI Has Amazing Array 
of Evidence, bid

lladleete pi

Cart Find Ray

Contrary ta rumor, (be 
FBI * search for the murd 
rrrY of Dr Marfin Lutbrr 
KinE Jr. has not flashed, 
arckeding in thh report that 
brlrf-# together some •! the 
seamier sidelights la t h e 
life of Jarnoa Earl Ray

Ry Drew Pearse# 

aid Jack Alderson

WASHINGTON - The 
FBI's failure to apprehend 
the assassin of Or. Marlin 
Luther King Jr. has led to 
reports that J. Edgar H<m 
ver is not interested in 
catching the murderer

The reporta are based 
partly on the fact that Hoo­
ver and King *••* ** nn 
good terms. Hoover having 
publicly branded King as 
* the most notorious liar la 
the rnrld.”

WI have checked into the 
operations of the FBI in tins 
respect and are convinced

that it is conducting per­
haps the moM panutaldng, 
exhaustive manhunt r • 
before undertaken in the 
United State#

Its G-men have checked 
every bar ever patronized

by James Earl Ray every 
flophouse be ever stopped 
al every cantina in Mexico 
be ever visited. II has col­
lected an amazing array of 
evidence, a 11 linking Ray 
with the murder.

THAT HE HAS not been 
found may be due. first, to 
the possibility that be hbn 
self was murdered by thAse 
who hired him to kill Kilk 
or, second, that he is hiding 
t n some remote Mexican 
village.

If he has money — and 
apparently he had — Ray 
might he able to live in a 
distant part of Mexico indef­
initely The Mexico City po­
lice are efficient and coop­
erative, but polk* in the re 
mote areas are not- In some 
villages few Mexicans can 
read or write, and radio 
news of the outside world 
docs not penetrate

WHAT THE FBI has es­
tablished about King'a as 
sassin was that he wax a 
professional killer who. had 
studied the suspense wiping 
of I a n Fleming and |Ayn 
Rand His pseudonym. Eric 
Starve Gall, tor instance, 
was taken from both au-
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r
thors.

Tel w1lll» a uudeM of 
crime he was also a bun- 
Sier. For he left behind the 
murder rille with his floser 
prints on it and, wrapped 
around the rifle a bed 
spread which contained 
strands of hit hair He also 
left behind a blue upper 
bag containing a brush with 
hair matching those on the 
bedspread.

M l. THE EVIDENCE! 
points to t b e probability 
that Ray was hired tn kill 
King. He broke out of the 
Missouri State Penitentiary 
on April 23. IM7, after 
boasting to fellow prisoners 
that he intended to make a 
big "score” on the outside. 
He remarked to one inmate 
that he might try Io collect 
a rumored SI million bounty 
that Supposedly had been 
olferaH by a business 
men's group” for the death 
of Kii

Four months bur, an Au»t—P^e r t o 
30. 1967. be opened a safe
deposit box In Ox Rirming- 
ham Trust National Rank 
and suddenly began raising 
out crisp £20 bills. He paid 
RW for dancing instruction, 
then quit after only a lev 
lessons He spent 1395 for 
mail-ordet photographic 
equipment that he didn’t 
know how to operate

HE SHELLED OCT mo­
ney for a bartending course, 
but showed no interest la 
working behind any bar- He 
also took a course in lock 
picking from a correspond 
cnee school i n Michigan 
Illa white Mustang coot 
SI.995 which he paid in 
caah. He drove it from Mes 
ico to Montreal, from Los 
Angeles to New Orleans

Occasionally h e slipped 
san to bar girls and prosti­
tute# In Mexico he lived 
with a prostitute in small 
town# such as Jalisco and

Vallarta. where 
prices were cheap Once he 
posed ui sun glasses for a 
picture with h i * Mexican 
prostitute In I,os Angeles, 
he advertised in the hippie 
newspaper that he would 
like to meet "a passionate 
married woman. He alm 
paid St In the Swinger's 
Chib for the name? and ad­
dresses of five girls.

ALL TOLD. Ray spent an 
estimated 119.000 in seven 
months Yet he never held a 
job. and so far as the FBI 
knows, committed no 
cranes following his escape 
from the Missouri peniten­
tiary. Previously he h a s 
been involved in a long list 
of filling station and other 
robberies. But after his es­
cape he became a loner, in 
some respects became an 
other Lee Harvey Oswald. 
Meanwhile, he sought to es 
tablish a new identity as 
Eric St arvo Gall.

It seems likely that Ray 
planned tb^TTTTJT^rr of King 
for sever#', months. He li 
nally purchased the Reming­
ton rifle in Birmingham on 
March 30, then moved to a 
boarding house in Atlanta 
In his room, agents found a 
map of Atlanta with four to- 
cations circled

They were King's resi­
dence, his headquarters at 
t It e Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference. 
Ray's boarding house and 
t h r spot where he aban­
doned his Mustang after the 
murder. Io the middle of 
the map was also a clear 
thumbprint from Ray’s 
right thumb.

E V I D K N T L Y. Ray 
changed his m i n d about 
waylaying King in Atlanta 
and followed him to Mem 
phis instead. After all rhe 
elaborate planning and the 
careful creation of a new 
nWbtity. Ray left behind! in

Memphis the murder rile 
binoculars and a bag lull of 
toilet articles.

If white extremists put up 
t h e blood money it was 
probably not the recognized 
groups for they are an Im 
patient lot who would not 
have waited for several 
months for Ray to get re­
sults

Black extremists have not 
been ruled out. They might 
have .sought to get rid of 
King in order to remove the 
prophet of nonviolence

NOTE: Ray was the prod 
net of a broken home. He 
was the eldest of eight 
children. His father desert 
ed Ray’s mother, and var­
i o u a people adopted the 
children. When the FBI ap­
proached the father they 
discovered that the elder 
Ray had not seen his son 
for 17 years

"I would be the last one 
he would come to for help ” 
the lathfrwnr*
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Atlanta Map Gives FBI a Positive
^lue to Identity^ Dr. King's Slayer

By THOMAS TALLBURT
1 Scripps-Howard Writer

WASHINGTON — On a 
Carefully marked city map 
found in a hippie-inhabited 
boarding house in Atlanta, 
FBI agents found a thumb­
print that enabled them pos­
itively to identify the sus­
pected killer of Dr. Martin 
^uther King Jr.

They found the map Apr. 
14 — 10 days after Dr. King 
was slain in Memphis. Since 
then the trail of the suspect, 
James E. Ray, has dead- 
ended.

Although thousands of tips 
have been tracked down by 
agents in the FBI’s 6600-man 
force with nB~suece8S since 
the map was found, federal

officials do not suhscEihs to 
the theory Ray may be read 
— the victim of someone 
who hired him to kill Dr. 
King.

“We have no indication he 
is dead,” said an official. 
“We figure he is alive — 
somewhere.”

ON THE CITY MAP of 
Atlanta which bore Ray’s 
thumbprint, four key loca­
tions had ben circled in pen­
cil — Dr. King’s Atlanta resi­

dence, the office of the 
Southern Christian Leader­
ship Conference which he 
headed, the boarding house 
where the map was found, 
and the parking lot where 
Ray abandoned a white Mus^ 
tang the morning after Dr. 
King was killed.

The FBI believes Ray 
drove the Mustang to At­
lanta during the night after, 
the murder, abandoned the 
car about dawn the next day

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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that Eric StUW Galt was 
really James E. R®, an 
habitual criminal wlr had 
escaped from the Missouri 
State Penitentiary on Apt. 
23, 18«7. Galt was only one 
of several aliases he had 
used.

house known to be a popular Whether “GaK” had used 
hangout for hippies.-------—the room after Dr. Kings 

death is not known.
They immediately staked

out the rooming house and The map with the thumb- 
early the next day went to print was flown to FBI lab- 
the room where they had oratories here. After a 
been told "Gall* might be painstaking, round the-clock 
found. search of the fingerprints of

M.00O wanted criminals an 
THERE THEY FOUND a fUe here, lab technicians hit

TV set they later learned pay dirt on Aor. IP.
•■Calf had obtained In a
trade with a girl friend io By matching the thumb- 
Los Angeles and the map print on the map to one In 
bearing the thuiflBprat*their files they determined

took two tai iMm to lock- 
Nona near Peachtree St­
and then vanished.

AGENTS FOV N1' th’ 
abandoned car Apr. 11. It 
boro license tad limed to 
Er e Starve Gall — a name 
tW FBI said Ray used to 
mask his true identity.

two days later, agents 

combing Atlanta for the 
mysterious "Galt" got a tip 
that he had previously rent­

, ed a room at a boarding

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Search for Ray 
at Dead End
WASHINGTON—Ite disappearance et 

Ite slayer of Dr Martin Letter King be­
comes more eerie and revelling with every 
passing day

The FBI tea not come up with a single 
meaninglul trace el James Earl Ray, the
number one suspect, <mce I 
revealed 21 days ago that the 
investigation had taken on in­
ternational implications.

Eren with glOO.OOO or so 
of reward money lying 
around, the FBI hasn't so 
much as a hot tip or a rumor 
worth pursuing with hope.

Tn my earlier column, I 
deliberately did Ml reveal

M

flat a massive dragnet had
Men set up in Mexico It was there that 
Itev had met with some characters who led 
rai and otter Intelligence agents to suspect 
involvement of a foreign power But Invw 
t aators did not want the suspect Upped LI 
as to the Intensity ot the search sooth ol tie 
border I

But it has revealed nothing.

•'Wt:-VE COVERED Matico. Canada, 
and the United States like a blanket," one 
high-level source told me. "It Ray were 
alive in any ol these places. I can’t con­
ceive ot our not locating him by now."

Thus the men who were clinging dog­
gedly to the theory that King’s killer was a 
berserk loner have now swung over to the 
belief that a hired killer planned the mur­
der and the escape meticulously But was it 
Ray—or were the seemingly clumsy clues 
left behind just decoys? And who did the 
hiring'

The truth Is that the FBI ba* not lo­
cated a single trace of Ray since he sup­
posedly abandoned his white Mustang in 
Atlanta on April K the day after the Nobel 
prizewinning Negro clergyman was slain in 
a Memphis motel In fact, the FBI does not 
really have solid evldeneeJMSUt was Ray 
who abandoned the car in Atlanta

BUT THE MASSIVE investigation has 
turned up mor* Information about Ray and 
his family The most significant — and most 
galling in tome WaxhinglM circles — to that 
Ray was peddling dope while in prison in 
Missouri State Penitentiary from IMO to 
April. 1M7

As the magnitude of Ray's narcotics 
peddling his been retreated, top Jaw an 
for cement officer* here have stared aghast 
at the evidence that guards in most prison* 
are so easily bribed into sending almost 
anything into or out of a prison.

Some investigators have concluded that 
our penal system is rotten to the core, and 
they have son! screams to th* top at our 
government that it is high time someone 
planned a complete overhaul

4 SERIOUS QUESTION arises now aa 
1» how long the FBI can, or will continue J 
Concentrated search for Dr. King's killer] 
.Already, student turmoil on score* of cam 
puses has dictated the shifting of consider­
able manpower to the watching of these 
activities

There are some worrisome connection* 
between rioters on the various campuses, 
For example, one of the leaders of the Co- 
lumhi. University demonstrations recently 
,bowed up at American University here, 
trying to agitate students into putting some 
"mwcle" into their protest.

So Ute confluence of demands on 
agents’ tune has led even some FBI per­
sonnel to echo earlier pessimistic predic­
tions that ’UietMUaeuer catch Dr. King's 
kilter."

Iledleme pooe. nam* of
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BRITISH 
ARREST

KING 
SUSPECT Al TOE PLAIN DEALER 

___  (Cleveland, Ohio)

f Hee Yer* THm larries

WASHINGTON — James Earl Hay, nought In (be 
assassination of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., was 
arrested yesterday morning at I .codon airport. Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark announced here.

Ray. an ex-convict using the name of Erle Starve 
Galt at the time of the Assassination in Memphis on April 
4. was arrested by officers of Scotland Yard, who were 
acting on information supplied by the federal Bureau of 
Investigation.

I Kay's arrest »as announced during the funeral rites 
id New York's St Patrick's Cathedral for U.S Sen KR> 
eh F Kennedy King's widow, informed at the cat had al 
that Ray had been seized, made no comment

The 40-year-old fugitive was apprehended as be di* 
embarked from an airliner en route from Lisbon, to 
Brussels. He was traveling on a Canadian passport, 
which he had obtained under the name of Raymon 
George Sneyd.

OFFICIAIJ? HERE said extradition proceeding* 
would take at least a week, and would be carried out on 
the bad* of the murder charge filed against Ray in 
Memphis May 7. ^_—•
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x.J^-'V ^h"™^ *“ fowpiracy Io violate
^L01?" r’Khts- ■ ’^xX Xfeaso. but Ou. la an
J™'6'' ""“^ “^ U^ to* '"*<■«

I e^^Jl^*!!! Bnul" “ ^S" X carrying 
fj^Xed weapon *“* “* a fraudulent document-! 
h passport H» waa-baia# hold at London a Cannon 

Row police station unBFFW-iisInMun security condition*
British officials have said he will be arraigned Mon­

day morning They said a loaded pistol was found on 
Ray's person

The arrest came after FBI agents and officials of 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police puked up his trail 
in Canada after an exhaustive check of recent passport 
application!

Officials now believe he went to Canada shortly 
after the aasaaaination. They would not say how lie 
nd managed to get there at a time when a worldwide 
Manhunt for the .nH wla.ee nf King was under wail

J However, he is knownTlTBSYt resided in a roominq 
house In Toronto by April N. ~

ACCORDING TO the statement released by the 
FBI, Ray Obtained, under the name of Sneyd, a Cana­
dian passport that was validated in Ottawa on April 23 
and mailed to him at the Toronto rooming house.

He armed in London May « and flew to Usbcm 
May : on * British European Airways Hight.

On May It he obtained another passport from the 
Ihnadian embassy in Lisbon under the same name. 
cpm£ that he had rpoiWnST^ricinfl] passport.

Both passports wereTnTSTpossession when he waal 
arretted.

No explanation was given for the two pasaparta. 
However, law enforcement officials say that fugitives 
sometimes attempt to establish a second identity by 
obtaining a second passport and altering it

RAY WAS apparently in Lisbon from May 7 until 
yestatday morning.

The arrest in London too* place at 11.15 am Lon­
don time <7 11 a m KDT) ———

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



It was discovered., that in Canada Ray had esta 
lished his identity as a Canadian and had obtained his 
passport by using a “Paul Bridgeman” of Toronto as a 
reference.

Sources here said no “Paul Bridgeman” had been 
located in Toronto. But one of Ray’s fellow inmates in 
the Missouri State Penitentiary in Jefferson City, Mo., 
had been named Paul Bridgeman, and Ray himself 
used the name while in Canada, according to the report.

Officials here would not comment on reports that 
Ray had reverted to his free-spending ways with liquor 
and women while on the run abroad. He was said to 
have paid cash for a round-trip ticket from Toronto to 
Londan.

He cashed in the return half of the ticket and bought 
the further ticket to Lisbon.

THERE WAS no explanation of where he might 
have obtained the monew but there was speculation 
that he might have been financing his travels through 
v^ious robberies. I

here was no indication that Raj' had traveled I with 
any other person. J
J So far, nothing is known of Ray’s activities in 

Portugal.
On April 23, 1967, Ray escaped from the Missouri 

State Penitentiary, where he was serving a 20-year 
sentence for armed robbery and car theft.

On April 17, the FBI identified thee suspect in the 
King slaying as Eric Starvo Galt.

THE CONSPIRACY charge filed on that date has 
been cinsidered more a move to obtain federal juris­
diction to hunt for King’s slayer than a deep-seated 
belief the King assassination was a conspriacy.

On April 19, the FBI announced that comparison of 
fingerprints uncovered in the Kink case had shown that 
Galt was the escaped convict, Ray.

Sneyd is a Toronto policeman, who said he has never 
heard of James Earl Ray.

Ray apparently applied for and obtained a duplicate 
birth cirtificate, using Sneyd’s identity. With this and 
passport photos made in a Toronto shop, he was able 
to receive a passport.ih.-'Oiigrr a Toronto travel agency.------------- ----------  ■------ 1
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Aay Is Reported 
in London Earlier

*«• Ww* i>nm
LONDON - Jame< Eart Ray chief suspect in the 

murder of Rev Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., woe re­
ported today to have been in London for three weeks 
before his arrest at Landon Airport on Saturday.
• Scotland Yard dechnWWCfllifirm the reports, pub­
lished in the Daily Telegraph and the Daily Express 

The newspapers said’^tayirsd been in London anc 
mid-May before he war picked up on charge* of carryinit 
a fraudulent passport and a pistol for which be had nA 
permit.

He ia to answer these charges in Bow Street magis­
trate's court this morning Yesterday he was inter­
viewed in Cannun Row police station by Fred M Vin* 
son Jr., head of the U.S. Justice Department criminal 
division, who arrived from Washington yesterday morn­
ing.

POLICE sources said the purpose of the interview 
was to help British authorities identify Kay who earned 
two Canadian passports in the name of Ramon George 
Sneyd one issued in Toronto and one in Lisbon.

The sources understood that Ray had made no state­
ment thus fas about the essassination of King and had 
asserted his right to remain silent

The Daily Express reported that Ray had been 
traced to four addresses in West London and that he 
Imd at one time been pith aMibrr man whose deecrin- 
tarn had been “flashed around the world “

The Daily Telegraph highly circumstantial accout t 
was based on a number of telephone calls from a mak 
who called himself Raymond Sneyd and said he wanted 
information on how to become a mercenary.

THE CALL WAS transferred to reporter Ian Colvin 
because he had written several stories about merce­
naries in Afirca.

“When we first spoke/* wrote Colvin, “A Canadian, 
or perhaps American, voice said to me: Hus is Raymond 
Sneyd. 1 want to join my brother who has been missing 
in Angola."

Cotvin said the caller seemed "over-wrought and 
somewhat incoherent."

ON TUI RSDAY, June 6, the man called Colvin 
again. This time he said his brother was not missing 
but that ha had not seen him in four months. He did not 
want particularly to search for his brother but wanted 
to become a mercenary in Africa himself, the caller 
said. _

Colvin told him that "the day for rescuing mia-

(iMlcaw page. MM* ©1 
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sionar.es" was over and that both the British and 
African governments noy(Jr£wt>jd on mercenaries, but 
Hie caller persisted.

As a result. Colvin wrote, be offered to give him an 
address in Brussels at which he might pursue the search 
for his brother.

"MR. SNEYD seemed most persistent to have any 
address that offered turn a further stage on his Journey." 
Cotvin wrote.

<1* Washington, an EBI spokesman said that ac­
cording to the bureau's information Ray arrived in 
England on May 7. left the same day for Lisbon and 
flew back to London Saturday).

Scotland Yard detectives picked Ray up as he waited 
for a night to Brussels following his arrival from Lis­
bon. He had been sought since Dr. King's murder in 
Memphis, Tenn., on April 4.

VINSON talked with British authorities about Ray's 
ixtrodiUoa, a procedure which would lake two to three 
weeks under normal conditions. But if Bay hired Lawyers 
,o challenge the action, the process could run conslder- 
ably longer with an initial hearing and possible appeals

In Washington. U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark said Ray 
has made no statement.

CLARK SAID Vinson's top priorities in his mission are 
to see that Ray ia as secure as be can be—that nothing 
happens to him—and that be is returned to use United 
States for trial as soon as possible.

lie said he is working with Tennessee Gov. Buford
Vinson and British officials on the question.Ell

extradition.
Ashed about a possible conspiracy in the murder lei 

Kiki, particularly in mow of the suspect's expensive travel 
without known financial means, Clark said

’ "WE HAVE TO go on tbe evidence and facts. At this 
time we have no evidence of a conspiracy. It there was 
one. it will be discovered.'’

Clark said Ray "Is a person who lived a Me of crime" 
and it was plausible that he might have financed Na 
travels that way.

dark was interviewed on the ABC radio-television 
program "Issues and Answers."

A Scotland Yard spokeonan said Ray was under con­
stant surveillance. "This is a big fish," he told a caller.

.LEGAL SOURCES said that to extradite Ray. Ameri­
can authorities would have to submit an application at 
Bow Street Court for the prisoner’s provisional arrest—to 
keep him in Jail—under tbe Biltuh-American extradition 
treaty.

To support this, the court would require material evi­
dence showing there was a case against Ray. The Briluh 
court would weigh tbe evidence and grant leave for extra- 
diUon It a magistrate agreed the evidence was material 
and justifiable. This, normally, would take two or three 
weeks.

Ray could contest the extradition application and pos­
sibly the evidence as well, provided he hired or obtained a 
lawyer. If a magistrataovcjnilod that defense. Ray could 
appeal and the case^mulHgo to a higher court.
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(Ray’s Fat Visitor
© NewTonTTifT^s Service

TORONTO—The Royal Canadian Mounted Police are 
hunting a “fat man’’ who delivered an envelope to James 
Earl Ray, accused of slaying Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., at a Chinese rooming house in Toronto’s West 
Side four days before Ray’s flight to London on May 6.

The landlady, Mrs. Loo Sun, remembers that the fat 
man was the only visitor Ray received during the 16 
days he rented a small second-floor rear bedroom at $9 
a week. She also remembers that it was rent day and 
that this was the third time she received advance pay­
ment from the silent tenant who had impressed her 
chiefly as a man who vanished for days at a time and 
seldom used the room.

THE FAT MAN wore no jacket, the landlady re­
called, just shirt and trousers. He exchanged a few

words with Ray and handed him an envelope, she toll 
police. ।

On that same day-Ray-went to a travel bureau where 
he picked up a Canadian passport for which he had ap­
plied, giving the name of Ramon George Sneyd, and 
paid $345 in Canadian currency for a 21-day excursion 
ticket to London.

Ray had been living at the Chinese residence since 
April 19. Before that he had lived for 11 days at a board­
ing house rim by a Polish immigrant, Mrs. Fela Szpa- 
kowsky, at 102 Ossington Street, about half a mile from 
the Chinese boarding house at 962 Dundas Street W.

Ray came to the Polish woman’s house on April 8, 
four days after Dr. King was assassinated in Memphis.

HE PAID IN ADVANCE, she said, and was well 
dressed and seemed gentlemanly. He was wearing a 
burgundy-colored sports jacket, she recalled, and car­
ried a raincoat and a small suitcase. She asked him 
his occupation and he told her he was in real estate, she 
said.

Ray made two telephone calls, she said, and one 
day someone telephoned him. Her small daughter had 
answered the phone. Ray was out. The daughter could 
not remember anything about the caller’s voice.

A few days after Ray departed on April 19, a letter 
came for him. Since he had left no forwarding address, 
Mrs. Szpaknowski returned it to the post office. The re­
turn address said 70 Lombard Street, which is the Bur­
eau of Vital Statistics. The mounted police found that 
the letter contained a birth certificate made out o Paul 
Bridgeman at the Ossington Street address. The real 
Paul Bridgeman is a consultant teacher employed by the 
Toronto school system. " "

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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PAUL BRIDGEMAN was th^ first alias used by Ray 
in Toronto, after he moved to the Chinese residence he 
called himself Sneyd. The real Ramon George Sneyd 
is a Toronto constable.

© New York Time* Service
LISBON—The man identified as James Earl Ray, 

the alleged assassin of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., lived in a third-class hotel in downtown Lisbon for 
nine days in May and then disappeared, it was learned 
here yesterday.

That’s the man who called himself Ramon George 
Sneya,” said the day clerk of the Hotel Portugal, point­
ing to a photograph published in a Lisbon newspaper. 
Ray signed into the 45-room commercial hotel on the 
evening of May 8 and left the morning of May 17.

A spokesman for the Canuadian Embassy in Lisbon 
also’ reported seeing a man who carried a Canadian 
pas: port in the name of Sneya.

:r‘HE CAME INTO the consulate and said that his 
name had been misspelled on the passport and that it 
should have been Sneyd,” a Canadian consular official 
said. “He produced a birth certificate in the name of 
Ramon George Sneyd and asked to change Sneya to 
Sneyd.”

The Canadian consul issued a new passport in the 
name of Sneyd on May 16.

International police sources at Lisbon airport denied 
yesterday that the man called Sneyd had flown on a 
British European Airways plane to London Saturday 
morning, where he was picked up by Scotland Yard 
detectives. ——a—*
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Say Ray's Flight
(Indicate page, name of 
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Closely Planned
By United Press International

Most investigators believe that if James 
5. Ray killed Dr. Martin Luther King, he 

jvas hired to do it and his escape had 
men carefully arranged.

This appeared clear today from a 
survey of reports in Britain, Canada 
and the United States, nut Ray — an 
escaped convict — is still a man shrouded 
in mystery.

Ray, it was revealed, arrived in Mon­
treal on Apr. 8, four days after King 
died. He left Montreal on May 6, bearing 
a shiny new passport issued in the name 
of Ramon George Sneyd.

Ramon George Sneyd is a Toronto po­
liceman. But Ray apparently produced a 
fake birth certificate, showing that he 
was Sneyd, and listing Sneyd’s parents’ 
names. ------ —

Constable Snevd. his superiors say/

never heard of Ray outside the investiga­
tion.

Neither did Eric S. Galt, who Iiv,3s 
about two miles from Sneyd in tlie 
Toronto suburb of Scarborough. But [it 
was under the name of Eric Starvo Galt, 
the FBI says, that Ray purchased in 
Birmingham, Ala., the 30-06-caliber rifle 
that killed King in Memphis.

The real Galt’s middle name is St. 
Vincent. He is 52, 12 years older than 
Ray. But he is roughtly Ray’s height, 
and roughly his weight. He has a scar on 
his forehead and a scar on his palm. So 
does Ray.

“There were so many similarities,” said
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Say Ray's Flight Well Planned
Continued from Page One

Galt, “that I was afraid some­
one might be tempted to 
think I really was the one 
and would take a potshot at 
me.”

The simplest explanation, 
authorities think, is that 
staeone in Canada is adapt­
ing identities for sale to per­
sons who want to make use 
ol the nation’s loose passport 
laws.

American officials are try­

ing to finOir^here Ray 
got money. They estimate he 
spent at least $12,000 be­
tween Aug. 30, 1967, and his 
arrest last Saturday. That in­
cludes $1195 for a white 
Mustang auto in which he 
traveled 19,000 miles, $150 
for a rifle and $700 for bar- 
tending and dancing lessons. 
Some officials think he may 
have participated in a bank 
robbery at Alton, Ill.

Ray — traveling as Galt— 
visited Canada at least once 
before King was killed. The 
Royal Canadian Mounted Po­
lice revealed that he ap­
peared in Montreal in Sep­
tember, 1967, and spent six 
weeks there. This trip to 
Canada was not mentioned 
by the FBI when it issued 
its warrant for Ray, although 
it mentioned his trips be­
tween Birmingham and New 
Orleans, Atlanta, Los An­
geles and Mexico.

RAY TURNED UP in To­
ronto Apr. 8 and rented a 
room under the name of 
Paul Bridgeman. Not sur­
prisingly, a man named Paul 
Bridgeman lives not far 
from Constable Sneyd and 
his Neighbor, Eric S. Galt.

Ray purchased, for $345, a 
plane ticket from Toronto to 
London through the Kennedy 
Travel Bureau. The agency 
handled all the details—in­
cluding mailing his two fuzzy 
photographs and his faked 
birth certificate to Ottawa 
to get his passport in the 
name of Sneyd.

POLICE REFUSED to 
speculate in detail on how 
Ray, without considerable 
and expert assistance, could 
have faked a birth certificate 
—using the name of a real

man and his parents—so 
quickly.

“He must have had access 
to some confidential informa­
tion not generally available 
to the public,” said Toronto 
Deputy Police Chief Bernard 
Simmons.

Ray departed Toronto on 
May 6 and, on May 8, he ap­
peared in Lisbon, Portugal.

He took a $2.10-a-day room 
in the Hotel Portugal and, 
according to the clerk there, 
“behaved like a rich tourist, 
spending the nights in night 
clubs and coming back late, 
sometimes at six in the 
morning.”

But Inspector Jose Paco 
said Ray behaved like any 
normal tourist amd “did 
nothing worth attracting our 
attention.” I

ON MAY 16 he walked 
into the Canadian Embassy 
in Portugal, complained 
that his name was misspelled 
on his passport, and de­
manded another. The pass­
port read Sneya, he pointed 
out, and it should have been 
Sneyd. Officials agreed and 
gave him a new one. He 
went away with the old one, 
too.

The next day he left Lis­
bon and his movements 
from May 17 until his arrest 
Saturday have not been re­
vealed — although he evi­
dently spent the week be­
fore his arrest in London.

A London reporter said a 
man who identified himself 
as George Sneyd called him 
several times wanting to 
know how he could become 
a soldier of fortune in An­
gola. The reporter said he 
gave him an address in 
Brussels.

Ray had a ticket to Brus­
sels when he was arrested 
Saturday at Heathrow Air­
port.
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Superb Police Work
Only th* trial can confirm whether the 

suspect In th* murder of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. ii the right man.

a But the international police diligence, 
patience and skill which led to the capture 
ill Jamel Earl Ray. alias Erie Starve Galt, 
abas Ramon George Saeyd, has to go into 
the books as one of the most remarkable 
crime searches in many years.

The FBI had been looking for Ray unco 
Apr. 20. after a spate of Intensive detective 
work pin-pointed the identity of the man 
they wanted. Police all across the United 
States had been involved in the bunt, and 
when It seemed possible Kay might have 
slipped oat of the United States, police 
forces In other countries were Informed.

There are no passport requirements for 
Americans visitlag Canada and it was fairly _ 
easy for Ray to go north. man.

But the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
lived up to their reputations foe relentless 
pursuit They combed 300,000 applications 
and turned up Ray's picture on request for 
a Canadian passport under the name of 
Saeyd. The FBI and the British wire 
alerted, among others.

Britain's famed Scotland Yard made it* 
capture as the result of typical persever­
ance. Ray was caught at an airport trying 
to leave the country.

This fellow obviously is no ordinary sus­
pect. Whether or not he had confederates, 
his trail marks him as a cunning character.

In any case, the FBI, the Mounties and 
Scotland Yard deserve special commenda­
tion. When many people had begun Io 
think that the elusive Ray would never be 
tracked down, Scotland Yard has got our

DMOI 6/10/68
t.aition: FINAL
AvOmwi 
Editor: THOS. L. 90 A ROMAN 
Tltlei

Cbaraet«t:

cr
Cla»Mt»ccUoa:

S»A*IHbng O4Be«* CLEVELAND 
□ Bel*? !n<«»Uqrt>d

stw»UD._^_r. ,o [
sttMuzat^ZZfiuo ^—'

JUN1 01368
FEI—aEVELAMO____ ।

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



(Mount Clipping in Spec* Belew)

Ray Heairng Set, U. S.
Maps Extaditrion Bid'

LONDON — RW — James 
Ray, the accused asaauin of 
Dr Martin Luther King, to­
day was half-dragged into a 
magistrate's court where he 
was ordered held without 
hall oei gun and passport vio­
lations in Britain. V. S ef­
fort# tn extradite him will 
come later, possibly this 
week.

Ray. a 4Oy ear-old Ameri­
can escaped convict, then 
was taken under heavy guard 
to Brixton Prison to await 
another hearing June IB His 
appearanace in court lasted 
i^y 82 seconds during which 
bi either scowled or screwed 
nil face into a half grin.

x. S. extradition efforts 
will not have to wait until 
the second hearing. Embassy 
officials said both the stales 
of Missouri and TenDewe 
were preparing extradition 
papers—jail break in Mis­
souri and the King murder 
charge in Memphis, Tenn.

AMERICAN SOURCSS in 
dieated the decision had not 
yet been made as to which, 
if either, of these states’ pos­
sible extradition claims 
would be used. They said 
Ray could simplify things 
by waiving extradition — 
though he has not spoken on 
this matter—or Britain could 
simply deport him as an un­
desirable.

Ray was brought into 
court by 12 police guards, 
almost shuffling as they pro 
polled him along into a court

room where for the first 
time In memory- every per­
son entenngthenagutraie’a 
court war searched by detec­
tives. The detectives them­
selves were armed, which is 
unusual for Britain.

Magistrate Frank Milton 
asked Ray If he objected -o 
limiting press coverage of 
his hearing and if be had a 
lawyer. Mo answered “No” 
to both quest ion*.

AMERKAN Gov einmeat 
attorneys had hoped to ar­
range a speedy return to 
Tennessee for Ray.

But Magistrate Milton ord­
ered Ray held on the 
charges for which he was ar­
rested in London Airport— 
alleged use Of a forged pass­
port and possession without 
a permit of a IB caliber re­
volver plus five bullets.

He was carrying the gun 
in hil hip pocket when 
seized at the airport while 
rn mute from Lisbon to

Photo taken in Toron­
to ger Ray a Canadian 
passport.
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■Qmjprewnt him today. An >’

ports, both Canadian

RruMeu. 
said 1* pass- 

One

police said, 
carried two torney will be named to rep­

resent Ray in further pro­
ceedings.

uniformed police plus six help speed up extradltioi 
Sco|land Yard detectives led

Ray was taken to court to 
comply with British law that 
persons under arrest must 
go before a judge within « 
hours

was in the name of Ramon 
George Sneyd, SR of Toron­
to. Tbs real Sneyd La a To­
ronto policeman.

SCOTLAND YARD search­
ed newsmen and spectators 
who Jammed the court Six

Silling on I bench tn the 
right of Ray was I’ S. At­
torney General Fred M Vin­
son Jr., son of the late U. S 
chief justice- Vinson had 
flown to London yesterday to

by Chief Supt. Thomas But- 
lerUthe “flying squad" chief , 
wh& arrested Ray—flanked 
the defendant in the prison­
er's dock, an 8 by 3 foot pen 
of wrought iron.

Ray scow led as ha stepped 
into the dock. He appeared 
pale and his walk was more 
a shuffle. He appeared un­
shaven. . ,, .

Milton granted Ray legal 
aid. No lawyer was there to

He watched Ray througi 
out and later when poli-y 
hustled Ray Into a paddy 
wagon for the ride back to 
his Cannon Row police ata- 
tion celL
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Police Won! Abuse Frisk
Power Upheff by High Court, 

Says Blackwell | [~

Police Chief Michael J. 
Blackwell said today that po­
lice will not abuse their au- 
ihonty, sanctioned yesterday 
uv th* U s Supreme Court, 
tl stop and search persons 
fir dangerous weapons if 
Wey arc acting suspiciously.

Blackwell—and other law­
enforcement agents—praised 
the court for its 8 to 1 deci* 
aloe. It upheld the convic­
tions for carrying concealed

and Richard D. Chilton, who 
were arrested In 1963 at E 
14th SL and Euclid Ave. by 
Detective Martin J McFod*
den.

•’The court rendered a 
great service to the country 
by this decision," Blackwell 
said

-D' THE (SimTkd ru!.><i

otherwise, it would have 
been a signal for criminal 
element* that the? could arm 
themselves with immunity
from search and seizure

“We are not going to use 
this privilege indiscriminate­
ly or abuse it. It will deper4 
on the individual officer wo
make the decision whether 
the circumstances warrant a 
stop and search." A16 THE CLEVELAND 
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^ The ruling also was praised 
by Chief Police Prosecutor 
James Carnes and County 
Prosecutor John T. Corrigan.

Carnes said: “I am sure 
experienced officers know 
their job and will recognize 
susfpic i o u s circumstances 
that will justify a stop and 
search.”

COMMON PLEAS Court 
Judge Bernard Friedman,

who presided at Terry’s trial, “I don’t believe there 
said: “I’m very pleased’ should be indiscrimi n a t e 
The court’s decision gives frisking for other contraband 
police a vehicle through and I so indicated in this
which to properly stop and 
search a suspicious person.

“In the trial, I limited this 
right to stpping and search­
ing for weapons. This is nec­
essary for the protection of 
the officer when he is act­
ing on the basis of his ex­
perience and there is strongs trips back
suspicion of wrong-doing. of a jewelry store window. I

case.
McFadden, a policeman for 

40 years, said: “The court 
couldn’t have made any oth­
er ruling. I watched Terry 
and Chilton about 15 min­
utes. They made 14 or 15 

and forth in front

st,opped and searched them 
because I suspected they 
were looking it over in prep­
aration for a robbery.”

CHILTON WAS killed last 
year in a Columbus holdup.

Louis Stokes, Terry’s attor­
ney, said: “My primary con­
cern in this case was that in­
dividual privacy on the street 
not be jeopardized. I can cer­
tainly understand the con- 
i ern of the court with referll 

ence to the need for police- 
men to protect themselves!
and others.”

Bernard A. Berkman, 
Cleveland representative of 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union, disagreed with the de­
cision.

“I think to rumage a per­
son for evidence and to con­
vict him without probable 
cause is offensive to the Con- 
stitution.’*——^
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James Ray Used Toronto's
Hospitarityto Arrange 
His Escapeto Europe \

By DON SILVER, Press Staff Writer
TORONTO — James E. Ray, world traveler, escaped 

convict and prime suspect in the Apr. 4 assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, leaned heavily on Toronto’s 
hospitality.

He used the names of three of the city’s citizens as his 
own, including a Metro policeman, and brought them 
world-wide notoriety.

And he embarrassed a travel agency on the city’s main 
street by using its best offices to obtain a phony Cana­
dian passport which got him to London and Lisbon and 
back to London.

“The man was nothing — just another face at the 
desk,” Miss Lillian Spencer, manager of Kennedy Travel 
Bureau, told this reporter today. She said there seemed 
th be nothing unusual about Ray’s application which he 
mide Apr. 16. He picked upThenrassport May 2. ;

/‘But this experience has deprived me of sleep anl 
caused people to follow me when I go out,” she com­
plained.

Eric S. Galt, whose name Ray used in Memphis at the 
time of the assassination, has been on the spot for more 
than two months.

“Oddly enough, I didn’t let it embarrass or frighten 
me—I’m philosophical about such things,” said Galt, a 
warehouse supervisor for Union Carbide.

Galt said Union Carbide supplied his alibi when the 
FBI and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police asked about 
him. He had worked an 80-hour week on a special proj­
ect at the time of the shooting.

“The company got concerned about my taking it so 
lightly,” Galt said. “They alerted me to the danger of 
harm from cranks.”

Galt is an officer of a gun club here and has scars on 
his forehead and right hand, as does Ray. Those facts 
added to his problem, of course.

C^P----- '----------- E)

Paul Bridgman, a 35-year-old consultant teacher for
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*he Toronto School Board (he teaches teachers to teach

English), didn’t know he was involved until Friday when 
two policemen went to his house and asked his wife, 
Marilyn, if their house had been broken into recently or 
if they had had any mail stolen.

“Then the police came to the office and showed me a 
man’s photograph,” Bridgman said. “I didn’t know the 
man and they didn’t tell me any more. They asked me 
not to mention their visit.”

After Ray’s capture in London, Bridgman’s name made 
the front pages. Ray had used it to obtain a birth certifi­
cate and a passport photo and as a reference. He also 
i ised it to register at a Toronto rooming house.

“The newspapers have a theory — that Ray got my 
name and the names of my parents from my birth an­
nouncement in a 35-year-old newspaper,” Bridgman said.

“It’s a strange feeling to discover someone like Ray 
knows so much about you,” Bridgman said.

Ramon George Sneyd, the Toronto policeman, could 
not be reached for comment. However, he has been re­
ported as being as much in the darkTtbouFRay and his 
name game as the others.

Galt, Bridgman and Sneyd live within a few blocks of 
each other in Toronto suburbs.

And Ray, who escaped from the Missouri State Peniten­
tiary at St. Louis in April, 1967, had used the names of 
Galt and Bridgman in Los Angeles as early as last year.

One police theory is that he got the names somehow,! 
or from someone, while he was in Montreal last year 
during the Expo. He may have visited Toronto then. I
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Many Toronto Residents Recall

Seeing Ray During His Stay in City (Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

By DON SILVER, Press Staff Writer
TORONTO—James Earl Ray has come 

an gone. But the legend of his visit to 
Toronto grows hourly.

The suspected assassin of Dr. Maftin 
Luther King arrived here April 8, four 
days after the tragedy in Memphis. He 
departed for London on May 6.

One would assume that his stay in this 
lovaly city went unnoticed. Not so.

Now that he has been arrested in Lon­
don and his picture has appeared on front 
pages, many citizens have come forward 
with reports that they saw him.

Samual Marshal, assistant manager of 
a Loblaw’s supermarket, says he saw a 
man he thinks was Ray come out of the 
store’s stockroom. Marshal thinks Ray 
was casing the store for a holdup.

Marshal recognized Ray from a picture 
he saw in Newsweek the next day. Mar­
shal says he reported the matter to the 
police, but so far, police can’t find any 
record of the report.

MARSHAL’S BOSS, Emerson Benns, 
who got a glimpse of the man, thought it 
was Ray, too, after he looked at the mag­
azine.

PAT SANFORD, a topless dancer at the 
Silver Dollar Bar, says Ray sat at a table

neaf the stage where she performs. That 
was one evening several weeks ago.

A bartender at the Silver Dollar also 
remembers Ray’s visit to the bar.

Isaac Cohen, a real estate salesman who 
looks a lot like comedian Joey Bishop, says 
a man who looked like Ray asked about 
renting a house for $300 a month and 
aroused Cohen’s suspicion. t

Meanwhile, detectives are reported to 
be looking fof the “fat man” who di liv- 
ered a package to Ray at a rooming house 
and the “fair man” who drank beer with 
him at a pub.

FOR $3 IN CANADIAN money ($2.79 in 
American) one can take the Toronto-Ray 
taxi tour — a ride past the Adam Szpa­
kowski rooming house at 102 Ossington 
Ave., where Ray stayed for a time, the 
rooming house operated by Mrs. Yee Sun 
Loo at 962 Dundas St., another temporary 
residence of Ray, the Silver Dollar tavern 
on Spadina Ave., and the Kennedy Travel 
Bureau on Bloor St. where Ray obtained 
a phony passport and travel ticket to Lon­
don.
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Either Ray, or accomplices who helped 
hjni-eses^ie, had fine taste in selecting cit­
ies — Montreal, Toronto, London, Lisbon 
—but selected run down housing accom­
modations. .
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U. S. BeginsSteps to Bring
Fugitive James Rax 

From England (let*(train pago. num* Of 
nowopapor, city and otaw.)

LONDON--4W» — Thr 
United States today formily 
re^ue rted extradition of 
Jame i Earl Ry to the United 
(States as Die accused assa* 
km of Dr Martin Luther 
tng Jr.--------------------~'

ExtraditiofT^iepm wen 
flown to Lndon from Wash­
ington and Chief U. S. Con­
sular Officer Jack A. Her- 
)url present gLUtfnt, io thee 

iriUsh Foreign Office.
At tht'nw-ttme. pollcj 

intensified their Marek for 
any associate of Ra, ]n. 
formed source# sard the po­
lice were Joking Jr a mail 
|-or men—s*piiad.to havj

•yen seoaucti Ray shortly 0 
before he cheeked Into two 
London hotels

The extradition papers 
listed to the State of Ten- 
newe* case against Ray for 
the shooting of the Negro 
civil rights leader in Mem* 
ph.1 They also listed the 
^Ute f Missouri's claim to 
nv as ■ rwapad-arr \ k t

The Foreif!rU!TTFe mu# 
first be satisfied that the 
case compiles with the terms 
of the extradition treaty be­
tween the United States and 
Britain.

A 24hour police guard 
was being maintained on 
fils in a celljHjyandsworth 
Plpon. •

Jin PimLcr^^istr.ct whun 
is next Io theLondon Wrp 
End but has not seen major 
development since Charles
rickens wrote of Ha pest 
houses. Mrs. Anna Thomas 
talked of the boarder who 
may have been Ray on the 
loose.

Hednyl lite door of his
r om locked at all times and

1 hen I brougEThS breaklAt 
up he toM me Io lent* It out­
side." the hotel keeper san.
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In Lisbon, where pollen 
said an FBI agent was at 
work along with other in­
vestigators. a plump, red­
haired bar girl—"Just rail 
me Gloria" — remembered 
the face in the newspaper 
but not ffensme.
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Institutions On Trial
VISE WEEKS <4 p&xnstaking police work 

1 were rewarded Saturday with the arrest 
in London of Juma Earl Kay, the chid sus- 
pert tn the April 4 assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King in Memphis Agwla of th* Fed­
eral Bureau of Investigation, the Royal Ca- 
^adian Mounted Police, arid London’s Scotland 
Yard all deserve credit for the diligent and 
cooperative efforts which brought about the 
capture of Ray al the rad of an inter national 
trail that led from Toronto. Io London, to 
Lisbon and buck in I/widon

Now that Ray is tn custody, the issue of his 
guilt or innocence in connection with several 
alleged ollcaaa should be left to the courts, 
Besides the Tennessee charge of murdering 
Dr King Ray also facet a federal charge of 
conspiring to deprive Dr, King of his civil 
rights, a Miasour; charge of prison breach, a 
Canadian ihargc of arqianng a passport under 
a false name, and English charges of traveling 
under a false passport and illegal pONOrtan 
of a firearm. Wink it is desirable that justice 
be as swift as possible, it is at the same time 
essential to justice that the law take Ite pre­
scribed course without any short-cwTuiUng of 
the procedural guarantees for the accused that 
have been established in Britain. Canada, and 
|he US I
* As bong as step* for the extradition of Hay 
•re being taken without unreasonable delay. 
Americans should not become Impatient wtlh 
the processes of law British officials have 
pointed nut that extradition, allowing time for 
appeals, could take m long as three io six 
week* Meanwhile, on this side of the Atlantic 
officiate luwt Ilir news media should observe 
restraint to avoid trying ’ Ray in the court of 
public opinion before he if tried in a court of 
law. Already. Attorney Graerul Clark has 
ipdkea too glibly about the likelihood of a 
Juick conviction in this case And the raws 
media have been indiscreet in pubbozing 
dubious evidence, including hearsay comment* 
by Ray's former Missouri prison mates about 
•he suspect’S connection with the King murder. 
’ After the escrows foltewing the assassination 
if President Kennedy, both law enforcement 
pnd media people shuuM have teamed the nr 
realty for prudence to avoid tendentious pre­
trial comment and reparting that implies guilt 
Jn the cases of the accused assassins cd Dr 
King and of Senator Kennedy, the institutions 
of justice and communication will be put to 
p severe test Those in positions of responsi­
bility thouM strive to have them measure up 
io high standards a^thejv^jd watches*—

UStHMM 0 ^*

Titlei
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Scotland Yard Hunts Any Ray

Accomplices
LONDON—4JFH—The Scot- 

Lnd Yard detective who 
caught accused assassin 
JcrnrrTTL, went back into 
action today.

Philip Birch took up his 
post at London Airport as

the Yard pressed the hunt 
(or any accomplice* of the 
min accused of killing Mar­
tin Luther King Jr. Apr. 4

Birch arrested Ray. 40, in 
an airport crowd Saturday.

Also getting Into action

now were the court- 
\>poinled defense lawyen 
lor Ray They were begin­
ning work to thwart U. S. 
plana for extradiLwe-Rww to 
stand trial in Memphis. 
Tenn.

THF. DEFENSE lawyers

|[adlcal« page, name 
n*w*pap«r. Pl*y anS

were expected to meet soon 
—possibly today—with/Lon­
don Chief Magistrate Hank 
Milton and V. S attorneh to 
set a dale for a hearing on 
tbe American case for ex­
tradition. Tbe British Gov- 
eminent yesterday gave the 
go ahead to the court# to 
hear the case.

A full effort by the de­
fense could Mali Ray's ex­
tradition through the sum­
mer even if they are unable 
Co stop the action altogether.

Mtanwhlle, th« ’ 
sought men reported 
with Ray in London

rd

itrU
and a woman with an Amer­
ican accent who telephoned 
the fugitive before his arrest

U. * Actant Attorney 
General Fred M. Vinson Jr, 
before flying back to Wash­
ington after laying Iha 
ground for extradition pro­
ceeding#, paused to praise 
Birch.

Ray. held on charge* of 
carryinfFTphttii and illegal 
passports, » being held in a 
maximum veunty cell.
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King of which he is suspected. They are Paul Bridgeman 
Galt and Policeman Ramon George Sneyd. (UPI Telephoto)

Martin Luther 
(left). Eric 5.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

HE STOLE THEIR NAMES — James Earl Ray I right । appropriated the rum 
of three Toronto residents shown here before and after the assassination of
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| tadlcal* pa?*, nam* of 
n«wap4»*r, city «n< •tot*.)

Ray Faces U.S. Return Bid
R:hi'w^u™7.J‘"’” ’^r!| quoted bis extradition to face trait civil 
?S' ^ i». at r

on a U S demand for Ms re- Is also soeaM b. SELL Ala , 
turn to Stand trial in the mur- 
Jer of Rev. Dr Martin Luther

Ra

Is also sought by jiuoun'tri llc' *** ’ *" 19,15 
finish a term for armed rob­
bery

Ray. 40, an escaped convict 
nap been under around-the 
clock guard in Wandsworth

RAY is likely to ask the 
court for time to consult with 
lawyers The magistrate 
would then set a tentativePrison since appearing in d*s* r™ - > M - -™”—* 

court a week ago on false hearirw m h ’ki passport and pistol charges * probably utcr ^ 

aiie m X^^X in^i  ̂nJ “T5 

mpW",,l*i",,,^<r X to? Ji 
e L S Embassy re- gamed international attention 

when he defendedthrte men

a full extradition,

accused of ml
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Ex-Birmingham Mayor 
to Defend King Suspect

r.ndlCQK paqr. nam« of 
newspaper) city an# «iain.>

BIRMINGHAM. AU — CW — Soft- 
spoken, former FBI agent Arthur J. 
Honea, who professes deep commitment 
to the American Jury system, has been 
chosen by the man k- 
cased as the assassin of 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. as his defense attor­
ney

Hanes. 51-year-old 
former mayor of Birm- 
mingham. said he tenta­
tively has accepted the 
case after receiving a let­
ter from James E. Ray in London .

Hanes said he and bls son, a 1967 uni­
versity of Alabama Law School graduate 
who joined hia father's firm, would fly 
to Washington today and continue to 
London tomorrow to confer with Ray and 
begin preparation of the case In the 
event he Is extradited.

•ILVES SAIB HE HAD no knowledge 
on the case other than "what I've read " 
Hi had a neat pile of newspaper clippings 
about the King assassination on his desk.

"I will say this, though," he said.

“Whoever they have in that jail in Lon­
don— Sncyd, Ray or (Eric Starvol Galt— 
is as innocent at this moment as you or I.

"1 think the American Jury system Is 
the greatest. If you give it to a jury to 
decide, they'll mull it over and come up 
with the right verdict-"

A husky, six-footer with raced lag 
brown hair Hanes said he had "no idea" 
why Ray contacted him.

"He said he had read about me,” 
Hanes said

HANES RECEIVED wide publicity in 
the early IWs when he was mayor dur­
ing civil rights demonstrations led by 
Dr. King, and In 1964 when he defended 
two Ku Klux Klansinen charged in the 
highway slaying near Selma of Mrs 
Viola latino of Detroit, a civil rights 
worker

Hanes said be decided to take the kay 
case tentatively "because I’m a bwd-r "

Later, he added. "1 gather he has skne 
money.”
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King Suspect Won't Talk, BrotherSays
By JERRY LIPSON 

Press-Chicago Daily News
Writer

CHICAGO — James Earl 
Ray, accused assassin of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., will 
take to the grave any in­
formation he has on the 
slaying, his brother, Jerry, 
32, says.

Jerry Ray said the police 
“will never find out what it’s 
all about from Jimmy. He’s 
not going to name names.

“Even if he goes to the 
electric chair, he’s gonna die 
with that secret,” Jerry said 
with a fierce but quiet pride 
as he sipped from a can of 
beer in a $12.40 a day motel 
rorfm near Chicago. 4

It seemed a point of honor 
thak his brother would not, 
talk, just as Jerry had chosen

to do five years in Missouri 
State Prison rather than 
make things easy for him­
self by fingering two men 
who had joined him in a 
tavern burglary in 1956.

“It’s hard not to talk,” he 
said with a small smile, “but 
a person has to live with 
himself.”

Ray also predicted his 
brother would plead not 
guilty should he eventually

come to trial in Memphis. 
He shrugged off reports of 
a possible insanity plea based 
on mental tests James under­
went while in prison.

JAMES WAS SERVING a 
20-year term for armed rob­
bery when he escaped Apr. 
23, 1967, from Missouri State 
Prison at Jefferson City by 
hiding in a bread box on a 
bakery truck. i

“There was nothing insai e

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

about my brother,” Jerrjr 
said in a rare display of emo­
tion.

Clad in a clean white short 
sleeved shirt, Ray sat and 
tried to explain why he re­
fuses to believe his brother 
could have pulled the trigger 
on Dr. King.

“He just wasn’t that kind. 
In all the jobs he pulled, he 
never hurt anybody,” Ray 
said.

If anything, the younger 
Ray added, “Jimmy was set 
up as a decoy” to throw po­
lice off the trail of the real 
assassin.

“THAT’S THE ONLY way 
I can figure the money. He 
never had that kind of mon­
ey before. Somebody must 
have paid him to take the 
name of Galt and"spread it 
around.”

Dll THE CLEVELAND PRESS, 
(Cleveland, Ohio)

Date: 6-19-68
Edition: P INAL
Author:

Editor: TH03 BOARDMAN
Title:

Character:

Classification:
Submitting Office: U1jE 7 jLA1\JID
P2J Being Investigated

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD.3S0 (Rev.-7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Ray Learned
(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Shims, Jails

By DORIS O’DONNELL
The mystery of James 

Earl Ray is as cryptic as a
jigsaw puzzle whose pieces 
lie Scattered over half of thescattered over half of the
United States, Canada and 
pai];s of Europe.

No matter that Ray — 
using the name of Ramon 
George Sneyd — sits today 
in a London jail charged 
with killing Rev. Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr. in Mem­
phis, Tenn., last April 4.

The fact does not solve 
the enigma of the man who 
joblessly lived it up as a 
fugitive from the Missouri 
State Prison for nearly a 
year before the slaying of 
the Nobel Peace Prize win­
ner.

THAT FACT of the accu­
sation, with fingerprint evi­
dence on the murder rifle 
produced by the U.S. gov­
ernment in the Bow Street 
magistrates’ court last

Thursday, does not shed 
light on why Ray allegedly 
killed Rev. Dr. King. 
Whether it was a lone as­
sassin or a domestic, politi­
cal or international conspir­
acy. i

Who is this slum boy 55 ho 
■grew to manhood in prison 
cells?

Where did Ray get money 
for alligator shoes? For a 
white 1966 Mustang? For
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■' To find what kind of man is James Earl Ray, ac­
cused of the murder of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
The Plain Dealer assigned Reporter Doris O’Donnell to 
take his trail. She visited Jefferson City, Mo., where 
he escaped prison; St. Louis, where he spent part of his 
life, and Toronto, where he lived before fleeing to 
Europe. —

cross-country trips? For air­
plane tickets? Who kept Ray 
on ice, safe from the long 
Jm of the Missouri state

■icials for 13 months after 
escaped from the old

walled penitentiary at Jef­
ferson City, Mo.?

There is one man who 
knows all the answers. That 
is Ray himself. a

THE REST IS a patch-/ 

w<|rk of random facts, 
guesses, conjectures and 
projections.

The Plain Dealer tried to 
pull the strings of the mys­
tery bag of James Earl 
Ray together.

Newspaper reporters all 
over the country, in Can­
ada, England and Portugal 
have backtracked on Ray’s
actl vities which already 
weje closely examined by
th# FBI, the Royal Cana­
dian Mounted Police nnd 
Scotland Yard, not to men­
tion supporting roles of lo­
cal police the world over.

The Plain Dealer back­
tracked, too, and came up 
with more details to put 
flesh and blood on the for­
merly flat image of James 
Earl Ray, alias James Mc­
Bride, James WaltomfW. C.
Herron, James O’Connor, 
Elie Starvo Galt, Paul

Bi gman, John Willard 
Harvey Lowmyer and, of 
course, Sneyd.

TO FILL IN the blanks 
about Ray, The PD tried to 
iind persons who knew Ray 

m prison, in his old neigh- 
borhood in South St. Louis 
in Toronto.
. Fre(diUT- Wilkinson, direc- 
tor of the Missouri Denarf- I 
ment of Gurrection at Jef-

ferson City, knew Ray as 
one of about 1,500 men be­
hind the '*atls7^°Iew short 
blocks from the state capi- 
tol and the governor’s man­
sion on the Missouri River.

“He was as near a non­
entity as any person I ever 
met,” Wilkinson said. “He 
was innocuous.”

Wilkinson is an expert in 
his field. He has spent 30 
years in the federal prison 
system, including a five- 
year term with the Bureau 
of Prisons in Washington.

“HE WAS LIKE anyone 
else,” Wilkinson said. “His 
pattern of existence in the 
penitentiary. Owens got 
ships, no enemies.’ He was 
a passive personality. He 
gave the appearance of in­
dolence. His attitude was 
‘Here I am, so what?’ ”

Ray, incidentally, had 
been arrested with an ac­
complice, James Owens, for 
the robbery of a Kroger Co. 
store on Ohio Avenue in 
South St. Louis, he was sen­
tenced on two counts — 
armed robbery and auto 

• theft — to 20 years in the 
penitentiery. Owens got 
only seven years. Dur- 

i ing the fifth day of his trial 
before Circuit Court Judge 
John C. Casey in St. Louis, 
Ray tried to escape. He was 
caught by sheriff’s deputies 
in an elevator in the Munici­
pal Court Building.

Attempted jail escapes, 
said Wilkinson, took Ray out 
of the innocuous class sev­
eral times.

“He tried to attract atten­
tion that way,” Wilkinson 
said.

BEFORE HIS successful 
escape in April, 1967, Ray 
was missing in the peniten­
tiary for “a couple of days 
in 1966.” He tried to scale 
the walls of the prison, built 
in 1836, and fell into a ven­
tilator.

Ray is officially listed as 
having escaped the Mis­
souri jail April 23, but a 
guard told me prison offi­
cials searched the old insti­
tution “for a month” before 
they were convinced Ray 
had fled.

Wilkinson confirmed this. 
He sai^Ahe^&^were hiding 
places in the old structure.

But officials finally discov­
ered that a 3x5-foot bread 
box, in which bread was 
trucked twice a week from 
the prison to the prison 
farms, was Ray’s hid­
ing place to the outside.

WiiKinson said he is con­
vinced Ray had the aid of 
another inmate, who also 
worked in the kitchen with 
Ray.

RAY, WORKING in the 
kitchen slicing bread, wore 
white clothes, not the green 
dungarees with black 
stripes worn by regular 
prisoners.

No one knows, Wilkinson 
said, how Ray left Jefferson 
City. No leads have devel­
oped on whether he left by 
foot, car or airplane.
A brother, John Larry 

Ray, had visited Ray for 
4% hours the day before 
Ray disappeared. He made 
his escape about 8:30 a.m. 
and a check was not made 
until 1 p.m.

John Ray told a St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch reporter that: 
‘He and I btoth are strong 
supporters of George V al­
lace,” former Alabama 
governor and a states rigi its 
candidate for president. ’

Wilkinson saw nothing sig­
nificant in the Ray brothers 
talking politics or talking 
George C. Wallace.

“FOUR AND a half hours 
is a long time,” Wilkinson 
said. “Even the closest of 
relatives run out ot things 
to talk about.”

Wilkinson said sometimes 
a probing bar is used in the 
bread boxes when the truck 
is in the sally port, a tunnel 
through which the truck 
passes between electrically- 
controlled gates. At one 
point, the truck is locked 
between two gates.

Officials said no guards 
were fired as a result of the 
escape. But Wilkinson said 
“procedures break down” 
or when personnel “are 
compromised,” escapes 
happen. He said you can 
break up most escapes by 
tight working procedures.

Did Ray walk out of Jef­
ferson City with money in 
his pocket?

WILKINSON SAID he left 
$10.36 behind in his account 
of prison earnings. v

But prisoners anh ex-con- 
victs from Missouri State

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Pen claini^ay-swuld have 
left with a bankroll as high 
as $2,000.

One prisoner told me: “I 
saw a man with $7,500 on 
him the other night.”

But Wilkinson’s records 
show the most Ray ever 
‘‘had on the books” was two 
entries of $5 each which he 
sent to a brother in 1963.

‘‘THAT’S THE biggest 
money he ever dealt with,” 
Wilkinson said.

Ray ordered items from 
Sears, Roebuck — tennis 
shoes or sweat shirts—$1.25 
books from the West Pub­
lishing Co., and Hitchcock 
Publications.

A guard told me it was 
possible for inmates to 
make money on ampheta­
mine powder.

In a slow drawling voice, 
the guard explained that 
there are a lot of chicken 
farmers in Missouri.

“IN THE OLD days, 
farmers kept electric lights 
on so chickens would wake 
up earlier and lay more 
eggs,” he said. “Now they 
use feed that has this stuff 
(amphetammes-arep pill in­
gredient) in it. The hens 
sleep less and lay more.”

Wilkinson reluctantly con- 
firrr|ed that a national feed 
company has a feed and 
grain plant 19 miles from 
Jefferson City. He said 
wives of guards work there, 
and sometimes guards 
“moonlight” there. Both 
have access to the amphe­
tamine powder. The powder 
then finds its way into pris­
oners’ hands.

“I thought the stuff came 
in from K.C. (Kansas 
City),” an ex-convict from 
Missouri said. “A $60 pack 
brought in about $2,000. 
Some guys wouldn’t sleep 
for a week. I saw Ray use 
it.”

Wilkinson doubted Ray 
was a user, but he did not 
dispute the ex-convict’s I 
statement. He said the sus- I 
pected users were given 
urine tests.

“Ray wag never in­
volved,” the corrections 
chief said.

KAY WA2 NEVER in- 
' volved in any officially re­

corded racial problems in 
jail, either.

Ray’s I.Q. was listed at 
103. Incidentally, Ray had 
served in the Army, sta­
tioned in Nurenberg during 
the trial of the Ger­
man leaders after the war, 
but was later discharged for 
an inability to adjust to 
military life. The ex-convict 
said Ray read German phi­
losopher Friedrich Nietz­
sche, and believed in the su­
perman theory.

Ray’s multiphase person­
ality chart showed he test­
ed around the 10th grade 
level, and that in a graph 
area for “despondency, hos­
tility and prejudice” no rec­
ord of his emotions was 
charted.

“He had no animosity 
toward the Negro inmates. 
I’m positive of this,” Wilkin-
son (Said.

His prison records list d
his Smother as Mrs. Lucile 
Rjan, and his grandmother 
as Mrs. Mary Mahler, 1913, 
Hickory Street, St. Louis. |

Both women are dead, but 
they are not forgotten on 
the hot, dusty street in 
South St. Louis.

NO. 1913 Hickory Street is 
a doorless rundown two- 
story brick house with the 
French architectural influ­
ence of 75-100 years old. 
This section off Missouri 
Avenue was once the proud 
tree-lined properties of well- 
to-do merchants.

Today only a pocket of 
white families remain.

“Mrs. Maher supposedly 
had a little money,” said a 
gray - haired widow, Mrs. 
Gracie Weiss, who lived 
across from the Maher-Ray 
home.

Records report James 
Earl Ray was one of 10 
children. An uncle, William 
E. Maher of Alton, Ill., list­
ed them — in the order of 
their birth — as James । 
Earl; Marjorie who burned; 
to death at an early age;1 
John L., Melba, Carol, Ann, 
Jerald, Franklin D., killed

and Max.

. MRS.^WEISS t^de^Tar1 
at the Neighborhood bar, 
five houses from the Ray1, 
house for nearly 20 years.

“When Ray was old 
enough to drink, he came in 
for a beer. He was polite. 
He quietly and drank his 
beer slowly. He was usually 
alone.”

Mrs. Alice Martin, a next 
door neighbor, recalled that 
Mrs. Ray (or Ryan) had 
been separated a long time 
from her husband, and she 
did not know where the 
other children lived.

“Mrs. Ray lived with a 
man named ‘Jack’ who also 
served time in the peniten­
tiary,” Mrs. Weiss said.

NEIGHBORS SAID Mrs 
Ray was a wino, but she al­
ways “had her clothes dry- 
cleaned.”

Mrs. Martin recalled 
matches in the Ray home 
hearing domestic shouting 
between Ray’s mother and
her boyfriends and James 
would usually leave by the 
back door. At other tiir'les,
he would sit alone on (|he 
front stoop.

Mrs. Weiss and her neigh­
bors were visited by the 
FBI.

“But I told them they had 
the wrong man,” Mrs. Weiss 
said. “They showed me lots 
of pictures. They didn’t look 
like the Ray I knew. The 
Ray I knew stuttered. He 
was a tall slim boy with a 
long face. I told them they 
are on the wrong track.”

(The FBI confirmed that 
in one of the first sets of 
pictures released publicly of 
Ray an artist painted in the

j eyes. This picture bears no 
I resemblance to photographs 
taken of Ray in Toronto for 
his Canadian passport.)

AN EX-CONVICT and a 
prisoner at the Missouri 
Pen said the prisoners on 
amphetamines lost weight.

“That’s why Ray looks so 
skinny in the prison pic­
tures,” the ex-convigj said. 
“But in the^Toncion pic­
tures, he looks as though

he’s gained lots of weight.” 
(One of the London board­

ing house landlords claimed
a hypodermic needle 
left in Ray’s room.)

was

But the neighbors on
Hickory Street had to ad-
mit they saw little of James 
Earl Ray during the past 12 
years.

Ray enlisted in the Army 
in 1946 and was out in 1948. 
He served three months at 
hard labor for being drunk 
and resisting arrest.

IN 1949, HE was given a 
90-day sentence in Los An­
geles prison for burglary. 
He served terms at two Il­
linois prisons — Joliet and 
Pontiac — for. armed rob­
bery in Chicago, between 
1952-54. He was in Leaven­
worth, a federal prison, for 
forged postal money orders 
from 1955-58.

The St. Louis crime—rob­
bing the supermarket—net­
ted Ray and Owens $120 in 
1959.

Ray was rooming on S. 
Park Street, not far from 
Hickory, when he commit- 
tecl the last crime.

Ijrison officials consider |
R^y a “loser, a punk^ but 
his prison colleagues de­
scribe him as a “real pro.”

“HE HAD money on him 
in prison,” an ex-convict 
said. “Guys like that are 
always targets. But no one 
ever stole or tried to steal 
from Ray. There was some­
thing about him. Like he’d 
kill, if you’d try anything.”

Ray’s brother, John Lar­
ry Ray, operates a bar at 
the corner of Arsenal and 
Illinois avenues, in South St. 
Louis. The liquor license is 
in the name of Mrs. Carol 
Pepper, Ray’s sister, who 
reportedly “is married very 
well.”

The bar, the Grapevine, 
catering to neighborhood 
walk-in trade, is a down-at- 
the-heel place. A padlock 
was on the front door the 
day I waited about 10 hours 
to see John Ray. He never 
even opened the bar that 
day.

John L. Ray is described 
as a “weirdoJ_j2jj persons 
who kno^mm and the 
Grapevine saloon.
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