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(Priority) |
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Town e W Terte S S Y

TO: DIRECTOR AND
SAC MEMPHIS

FROM: SAC DALLAS (44-2649)(3 P)

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; CIVIL RIGHTS.
00 MEMPHIS.

RE WFO TEL TO BUREAU, DALLAS AND MEMPHIS, TWO TEN AM,
TODAY. '

JAMES W. TRINKLE, ONE FIVE ZERO ZERO PROVINCETOWN LANE,
RICHARDSON, TEXAS, WAsTéggE&X}EWED TODAY AND STATES HE STOPPED
AT INTERSTATE HIGHWAY/MOBILY STATION IN ABILENE, TEXAS, AT
APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN THIRTY AM, MARCH TWENTYNINE LAST. WHILE
OBTAINING GAS, ATTENDANT ASKED WHERE HE WAS FROM AND TRINKLE
ADVISED HIM HE WAS EN ROUTE TO DALLAS. DURING BRIEF CONVERSATION
ATTENDANT MENTIONED FACT UNIDENTIFIED MAN HAD COME INTO STATION

EARLIER THAT MORNING OR DAY BEFORE AND MAN HAD SEVERAL GUNS IN

‘BACK END OF CAR. ATTENDANT TOLD TRINKLE MAN SAID HE WAS "GOING

TO MEMPHIS TO KILL SOME NEGROES.'" NO FURTHER DETAILS OF CONVERSA
TION RECALLED BY TRINKLE AND TRINKLE DID NOT OBTAIN DESCRIPTION

OF MAN OR CAR HE WAS DRIVING. ATTENDANT DID COMMENT ABOUT SEVERE

XQ® - pailas

1 - WFO (AM)

p et

B>
w5
Sent _mf \\/ M Per M

e Y- 26 &4 5 2
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DL 44-2649

PAGE TWO

SCARS ON MAN'S ‘FACE AND ATTENDANT MADE SOME COMMENT TO FACT
APPARENTLY MAN HAD JUST RETURNED FROM SERVICE IN VIETNAM BECAUSE
OF SCARS ON FACE.

TODAY HOMER DILL, MANAGER, MOBIL INTERSTATE TWENTY SERVICE
STATION, ABILENE, TEXAS, ADVISES AS RECALLED ON MARCH THIRTYONE
LAST ABOUT SEVEN AM, AN INDIVIDUAL DRIVING A BRAND NEW WHITE,
TWO-DOOR HARDTOP THUNDERBIRD AUTO STOPPED THERE FOR GAS. HE
ADVISED HE DID NOT NOTE THE LICENSE NO. AS THE PAYMENT FOR
THE GAS WAS IN CASH. HE STATED THE INDIVIDUAL MENTIONED THAT
HE WAS GOING TO MEMPHIS AND HAD A THIRTY POINT ZERO SIX AND
SOME OTHER RIFLES LAYING IN THE BACK SEAT PARTIALLY COVERED BY
A SHEET. HE ADVISED DURING THE COURSE OF CONVERSATION, THIS
INDIVIDUAL STATED HE WAS EN ROUTE TO DALLAS TO STAY WITH AN
AUNT AND THEN GOING TO MEMPHIS. HE STATED THE GUNS DID NOT HAVE
A SCOPE AND THE INDIVIDUAL MENTIONED HE DID NOT USE A SCOPE AS
HE FELT IT WAS NOT FAIR TO ANIMALS AND DID NOT GIVE THEM A

Approved: Sent M Per.
Special Agent in Charge
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CHANCE, DILL STATED THE INDIVIDUAL SAID NOTHING ABOUT GOING

TO KILL NEGROES NOR DID HE SHOW ANY ANIMOSITY TOWARD NEGROES.

HE ADVISED THE INDIVIDUAL CAME BACK THROUGH, STOPPED AT HIS SERV
STATION ON APRIL THREE LAST, JUST AS HE OPENED, AND WAS ACCOMPAN
BY A WHITE FEMALE, BELIEVED TO BE HIS WIFE. DILL ADVISED THEY
MENTIONED THEY HAD COME FROM HIS AUNT'S IN DALLAS AND WERE

GOING ON A VACATION AND TOOK TWELVE OR FOURTEEN GALLONS OF GAS,
THE LAST TIME PAYING IN CASH. DILL CONTENDED THAT AT NO TIME
DID THIS INDIVIDUAL SAY HE WAS GOING TO KILL ANYONE. HE STATED

HIS IMPRESSION WAS THIS INDIVIDUAL HAD JUST RETURNED FROM VIETNAN

AS HE HAD TWO LARGE SCARS ON THE LEFT SIDE OF HIS FACE WHICH
HAD NOT YET HEALED AND WERE DEEP SCARS CONTAINING A SCAB. DILL
STATED IT WAS HIS IMPRESSION THAT THIS INDIVEDUAL WAS TRAVELING
FROM SOMEWHERE IN THE WEST, PLACE UNKNOWN, TO PICK UP HIS WIFE
WHO WAS LIVING IN MEMPHIS AND WAS RETURNING TO THE AREA FROM
WHICH HE HAD COME TO GO ON A VACATION. HE WAS UNABLE TO
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Special Agent in Charge
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FURNISH ANY FURTHER INFO WHICH MIGHT HELR TO IDENTIFY OR
LOCATE THIS INDIVIDUAL, STATING SHOULD HE COME THROUGH AGAIN
'HE WOULD ASCERTAIN THE LICENSE NO, OF THE CAR AND FURTHER
INFO TO IDENTIFY HIM AND FURNISH SAME TO THE FBI.

HE STATED THAT THE INDIVIDUAL WAS DESCRIBED AS A N/M,
ABOUT THIRTYFIVE, SIX FEET, TWO HUNDRED, BAREHEADED, WELL KEPT
HAIR, WHITE LEVIS ANDAA SPORT SHIRT. THE FEMALE ACCOMPANYING
HIM WAS DESCRIBED AS ‘A W/F, AGE THIRTYFIVE, FIVE FEET EIGHT
INCHES, ONE HUNDRED FIFTY, SHORT BROWN HAIR. P

Approved: Sent . M Per

Special Agent in Charge
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T0  DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS AND NEW' ORLEANS
FROM  DALLAS (44-2849)

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.3 CIVIL RIGHTS, O0-MEMPHIS,

ON APRIL FIVE LAST, JOE CONLEY, DEPUTY SHERIFF, POTTER CO,
SO, AMARILLO, TEXAS ADVISED ONE DALE NEWBY WAS AT A PAY PHONE AND
WOULD LIKE TO SPEAX TO AN FBI AGENT, CONTACT WAS MADE VITH
NEWBY WHO ADVISED HE HAD READ IN NEWSPAPER CONCERNING THE
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.;AND BELIEVES THE MAN
WHO MIGHT BE RESPONSIBLE 1S JAMES JOHNNY/HALL. NEWBY SERVED TIME
VITH HALL IN FCI, EL RENO, OKLA., HALL l-{AS BEEN RELEASED FRQH FC1
AND 1S REPORTEDOLY LIVING WITH MOTHER (NAME UNKNOWN) AT TW0 NINE

SIX ONE GROON OR GROOM ST., BAKER, LA,

* NEWBY ADVISED THAT DURING TIME HE VAS AT FCI EL RENO, HALL
HAD NUMEROUS FIGHTS WITH NEGRO INMATES AND INFORMED HIM WHEN

HE GOT OUT HE VANTED TO'KILL A "NIGGER® AND MARTIN LUTHER KING
VAS SINGLED OUT BY HALL AS BEING A GOOD ONE TO KILL. MHE FURTHER
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STATED HALL TOLD HIM HE WOULD KILL KING IF HE HAD THE GMANCE.

NEWBY DESCRIBED HALL AS FOLLOWS: WHITE MALE, AGE TWENTY-
THREE OR TVWENTY-FOUR, FIVE FEET FIVE OR SIX INCHES, ONE FORTY
LBS., BALD VITH DARK BROWN HAIR AROUND SIDE OF HEAD, BROWN
EYES, DARK COMPLEXION, SCARS ON ARMS (SUICIDAL ATTEMPTS); TATTOO0S
ON BOTH ARMS (ONE DESCRIBED AS EAGLE ON LEFT ARM).

NEVBY ADVISED THAT HALL VISITED MEMPHIS. FREQUENTLY,

NEV 'ORLEANS AT BAKER, LA, ENDEAVOR TO ESTABLISH WHEREQBOUTS
OF HALL ON AFTERNOON OF APRIL FOUR 'LAST,

HALL SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS HAVING SUICIDAL TENDENCIES,
END : N

Approved: Sent M  Pes

Special Agent in Charge
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

to : SAC, DALIAS (44-2649) pATE: 4/6/68

FROM : SA"JOHN‘K.-BQFFMAN

SUBJECT:  ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
‘00: MEMPHIS '

At 11:30 A.M, today, Colonel HUGH D, DOW (USAF), tele-
phonically advised he arrived at Love Field,Dallas, Texas, via
Braniff Flight 163, f£rom Colorado Springs Colorado, at about 10:00
A.M.' He said.he entered an airport 11mous;ne (car #8) to go to
Fort Worth, Texas., -A man and a woman "also entered the linmousine
but they were not' traveling together. .While waiting for ‘the
driver, ‘they began. discuss:ng the death of KING.,

The man mentloned he had just conme in fronm' Memphis,
Tennessee 'this norning 'and might go back ‘tonight since he had a
girl there, Colonel DOW -said he got the impression he referred to
a daughter. He then inquired as. to whether.Dallas was,K largexr than
Fort Worth and was -told that it was. He then got out of the linm-
ousine and said he vas: going to stay in KAHHXHEZHHX Dallas.’

Colonel DOW said -this individual was a white nale, about
5' 8" tall, wearing a dark suit with a white turtle-neck sweater,
and had dark crew~cut ‘hair.

He said he has no further 1nformat;on.re1at1ve to this
person and realizes the information he is furnishing is very
nebulous in nature but he felt he should report it. He said he will
be in Fort Worth at the home of his brother, telephone WA '3-0704,
until Sunday evening. He resides-at 1600 South Eades, Apartment 911,
Arlington, Va. . : v

SAC SHANKLIN discussed the above with ASAC HALTER, Memphis,
and was advised this information does not appear pertinent.

Above subnitted for information.
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MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 10t-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

TO : SAC, DALIAS (44-2649) paTe: 4/6/68
FROM :SA JOHN K. HOFFMAN

sUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
00: MEMPHIS

At approximately 1:00 P,M. today, NANCY.{SAULNIER, 302
Louisiana, Abilene, Texas, telephonically -advised 'she has just
scen a photograph in the Abilene Reporter-News of the suspect in
KING's death. She stated ‘that she had been traveling £from Ohio to~™
Abilene on March 28, 1968, and stopped at the Ramada Inn in a . -
town thirty niles East of Shreveport, Louisiana. She stated that
she’was having dinner that evening and observed a man sitting at
a nearby table. When he finished his meal, he came to her table
and asked i$ he could sit down and talk with her. She said they
talked for a while and then went to her room and watched the
news, being particularly interested in weather -reports since this
was during tornado warning times. She said he then went to his
roon and she did not seey him until the following morning. The
next day she was having breakfast and saw him leaving the motel’ “in
his automobile.which she believes was a red Porsche.

Mrs. SAUINIER said the picture in the newspaper closely
resembles the individual whom she met at the motel. She said his
mane was MARK but she does not recall his last mame. She stated
that he was supposedly a Top Value stamp salesman from Alexandria,
ILouisiana., She described him as a W/M; brown, receding hakk; about
six feet tall; and average build.

Above for information only in view of cxrcumstances
2 - Dallas and lack of specific details. ; ; HEIHIXXXY
JKH/jkh HBXXKXEX

) ‘ P
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2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI DALLAS : : o ;

FBI KNOXVLE
842PM URGENT 4/6/68 DCK ‘
TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, DALLAS AND NEW ORLEANS
FROM XNOXVILLE (P) 157-1298

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 00 MEMPHIS:

""" ‘RE NEW'ORLEANS #ELETYPE TO BUREAU TODAY. '

JAMES JOHNNY /HALL, BORN AU, THIRTY, NINETEEN FORTYFOUR,
'BROOKHAVEN, 'nlss;; ARRESTED WITH DANIEL.EARL KELLUM APRIL T¥O, '
' 'NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT BY BUREAU-AGENTS xmsspoht; TENN,, AND CHARGED
VITH BANK ROBBERY. BOTH STILL IN CUSTODY. SUBJECTS WERE IN CUSTODY
VHEN KING ASSASSINATED, '
END
BB |
. FBI DALLAS
P.
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UNITED STATES ERNMENT -

Memorandum
10  : SAC, DALLAS (44-2649) ‘ : DATE: 4/3/5‘5,*’" . \}
! ' e
v K
FROM : SA JAMES W, ANDERTON ) 7
SUBJECT: "MURKIN"

On instant date, at 5:15 P.M,, Officer JOHN

STEED, Nacogdoches, Texas P, D. telepbonically advised writer
of the following: ‘He std§

ped for speeding an individual
‘with the name of GENE M,/BTAMM, who he described as a white,
male, age about 35-40, ight 5/9", weight about 145, dark brown
hair, slight build, H stated he did not c¢harge this individual
and permitted him to go on his way. He stated however, that
1t seemed unusual to him, since this 'individual bhad a Tennessece
1icense plage BP-0663 on his car, with "Shelby County" written
on the plate. The car was described as a white, 1965 chevrolet,
Tour door sedan. This idindividual exhibited Tennessee Drivers!
license 1656645, and stated that he worked for the War on Poverty
and that he was. travelling to Houston, from Memphis.

Officexr STEED stated that he thought he should‘relay
this information to the ¥BI, although he did mot wish ‘to indicate
or 3nsinuate in any way that the above individual night be a
suspect in the murder of Dr. King.

A review of Dallas 4indices is megative; Miss ERMA

'RODRIGUEZ, Ident. Bureau, Dallas PD., as well as Deputi Shexriff
J, BROWN had no record of this individual.
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FROM DIRECTOR 1P -

MURKIN
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THIS IS M™E CAPTION 'FOR THE CIVIL RIGHTS INVESTIGATION

' TO IDENTIFY PERSON OR PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ASSASSINA-

'TION OF MARTIN' LUTHER KING, IR ey IN HEMPHIS, TENNESSEE; ON
. APRIL FOUR 1AST, .

' ALL INVESTIGATION MUST BE HANDLE UNDER THE PER-
SONAL'DIRECTION OF THE SAC: LEADS ARE TO BE AFFORDED
IMMEDIATE, THOROUGH IMAGINATIVE ATTENTION. YOU MUST
EXHAUST ALL POSSIBILITIES FROM SUCH LEADS AS ANY, ONE LEAD

COuLD RI'BULT IN THE. SOLUTION OF ‘IHIS MOST IHPORTANT INVES-
TIGATION. . SAC WILL BE HELD PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY

nn.unz ‘TO 'PROMPTLY AND THOROUGHLY HANDLE INVESTIGATIONS
IN ™IS MATTER,
END
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