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4/7/09

Airtel

To: SZCs, Birmingham (44-1740)
Jackson (157-9535) 
Memphis (44-1937)

From: Director, FBI (44-38801)

V illinm Bradford Urie has written a third article for ’Took" 
msgaslue. The article appears in the incue dated April 15, 1009, but 
this issue was circui ted cn April 1, 1. x\ A review of Ue article 

■ lodge 
Motel, Five Points, Birmingham, /ilabaj ^, on ' arch 29, 1983; at a 
motel rear Florence, Alabama, on April 1, 1938; and at a motel near 
Corinth, LIissUsippi, on April 2, 1953. It is to be noted that Bay, using 
the name Harvey Lowmyer, negotiated the purchase of a rifle st the 
Aoro^^iair:^ Birmingham, Zlahrn^, on March 29 and
80, 1/Mk Cn Zpril 3, 1938, he was registered at the Rebel .hotel 
in empbis, Tennessee.

In an effort to establish whether or not Day was in contact 
with any individuals immediately prior to the assassination, appropriate 
investigation should he conducted by the BknM.\Mnmand Jackson i Hlcos. 
It should be understood that there is to be no indication made whatsoever 
that the following investigation has any connection whatsoever with the 
case Involving James Lari Ray.

Birmingham and Jackson Cilices should make inquiries of the 
motels in or near the cities indicated above to determine the identities of 
individuals registered during the period March 29 to April 3, 8.
Efforts should be made to identify all individuals listed. _£&_weU a»

SEARCHER

SERIALIZE#
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Airtel&ACs, Birmingham, Jackson, Memphis 
RE: MURKIN

obtaining descriptions and registrations for the automobiles of such 
persons. A review of such records might UJicato whether any one 
individual might have accompanied Ray or been in contact with him during 
this period. Pertinent or questionable registration records should be 
obtained if possible for examination by the FBI Laboratory.

x Memphis should insure that the Bureau is kept currently 
advised of pertinent developments in this cs.se, particularly all aspects 
of court action since the death of Judge Tattle on March 31, 1903.
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F B I

5 Date: 5/7/69 j

.Transmit the following in ■—........... -  - .................. . :.......... * - -. , - - ..... {
(Type h plaintext or Code) * •

Via AIRTEL ^AIRMAIL ____ _________ }
1 •• (Priority) ■

TO: SAC, l^MPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: S^ JACKSON (157-9586)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Bureau airtel, dated 4/7/69; Birmingham airtel 
to Bureau, dated 4/15/69, and Jackson airtel to Bureau, 
dated 4/18/69.

2 - Memphis (Enc. 13) (RM)
2 - Albany (Enc. 2) (RM)
2 - Albuquerque (Enc. 2) (RM)
2 - Atlanta (Enc. 8) (RM)
2 - Birmingham (Enc. 10) (RM)
2 - Buffalo (Enc. 2) (RM)
2 - Charlotte (Enc. 3) (RM)
2 - Chicago (Enc. 7) (RM)
2 - Cincinnati (Enc. 3) (RM)
2 - Cleve laid (Enc. 5) (RM)
2 - Columbia (Enc. 5) (RM)

2 - Denver (Enc. 4) (RM)
2 - Detroit (Enc. 8) (RM)
2Z Houston (Enc. 3) (RM)
‘ - Indianapolis (Enc. 9) (RM)2
2
2 
2
2

- Jacksonville (Enc. 4) (RM)
- Kansas City (Enc. 8) (RM)
- Knoxville (Enc. 6) (RM)
- Little Rock (Enc. 9) (RM) 

Los Angeles (Enc. 2) (RJ 
Louisville (Enc. 5) 
Miami (Enc. 6) (RM)

2 
2
2
2
2 
2
2 
2
2 
2
2 
2
2 
2
2 
2
2 
2
2

2
2

JSC:ba 
(88) SEARCHtD.^MEXd,

0 1369 
DALLAS-

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge

- Minneapolis (Enc. 6) (RM)
- Mobile (Enc. 6) (RM)
- Newark (Enc. 2) (RM)
- New Haven (Enc. 2) (RM)
- Nev/ Orleans (Enc. 6) (RM)
- New York (Enc. 4) (RM)
- Oklahoma City (Enc. 5) (RM •
- Omaha (Enc. 7) (RM)
- Philadelphia (Enc. 3) (RM)
- Richmond (Enc. 3) (RM)
- Sacramento (Enc. 3) (RM)
- St. Louis (Enc. 8) (RM)
- Salt Lake City (Enc. 3) (RM)
- San Antonio (Enc. 2) (RM)
- San Diego (Enc. 2) (RM)
- Savannah (Enc. 0 (RM)
- Seattle (Enc. 2) (RM)
- Springfield (Enc. 10) (RM)
- Tampa (Enc. 6) (RM) 

acks on ////
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JN 157-9586

Enclosed for each office, except for Memphis and 
Birmingham, is one copy of referenced Bureau airCel, dated 

, 4/7/69.

As directed by Bureau, a review of all motel records 
for the period March 29, to April 3, 1968, of motels in Corinth, 
Miss., made and the names of those individuals registered at the 
motels during this period have been obtained, and their names 
are revealed on appropriate FD-302s. One copy each of the 
FD-302s, where appropriate, are being submitted to Che 
appropiate offices, as sec out below:

DivisionFD-302

Mrs. LOUISE BREWER, Mgr.
Round-Town Motel Birmingham 

Chicago 
Dallas 
Detroit 
Indianapolis 
Jacksonville 
Kansas City 
Little Rock 
Louisville 
Memphis 
Miami 
Milwaukee 
New York 
Omaha 
SC. Louis 
SpringfieId 
Tampa

2
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JN 157-9586

FD-302

Mt. DON M. STRICKLAND, 
Holiday Inn Motel

Division

Mgr.,

WALTER COUTURE, Mgr. 
Cannoneer Motel

Atlanta Miami
Birmingham Minneapolis
Charlotte Mobile
Chicago Newark
Cincinnati New Haven
Columbia New Orleans
Dallas New York
Denver Oklahoma City
Detroit Omaha
Houston Philadelphia
Indianapolis Richmond
Jacksonville Salt Lake City
Kansas City Savannah
Knoxville Seattle
Little Rock Springfield
Louisville Tampa
Memphis

Albany Minneapolis
Atlanta Mobile
Birmingham New Orleans
Cincinnati New York
Denver Oklahoma City
Detroit Omaha
Indianapolis Philadelphia
Kansas City Sacramento
Knoxville St. Lou is
Memphis Savannah
Miami Springfield
Milwaukee Tampa

s

3
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JN 157-9586

FD-302 Divis ion

BROOKS PHILLIPS, Owner,
Southern Motel Atlanta Little Rock

Birmingham Louisville
Charlotte Memphis
Chicago Mobile
Columbia New Orleans
Dallas - St. Louis
Kansas City

HOWARD STARNES, Mgr.,
Illinois Motel Atlanta Knoxville

Birmingham Little Rock
Chicago Memphis
Cleveland Milwaukee
Dallas Mobile
Detroit X St. Louis
Indianapolis 1 Savannah
Jacksonville Springfield

WILLIAM PHILLIPS, Owner,

Kansas City Tampa

Phillips Motel Atlanta Little Rock
Birmingham Los..Ange les
Cleveland Memphis
Columbia Ona ha
Dallas Sacramento
Detroit St. Louis

H. C. FREEMAN, Owner and

Kansas City 
Knoxville

San Diego

Operator, Carona Plaza Motel Birmingham Miami
Chicago Minneapolis
Cleveland Mobile
Dallas Oklahoma City
Denver Omaha,
Houston Salt Lake City
Indianapolis San Antonio
Kansas City Savannah
Louisville Springfield

4
Memphis

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586

i

FD-302 Division

Mrs. FREDDIE GW VER, 
Merry Acres Motel

Owner,
Birmingham 
Little Rock 
Men phis

Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 
Springfield

Mrs. BERRY (SHIRLEY) 
Owner and Manager, 
El-Ray Motel

SMITH,

Birmingham 
Chicago 
Cleveland 
Columbia 
Dallas 
Detroit

Indianapolis 
Memphis 
Miami 
New Orleans 
St. Louis 
Springfield

Mr. PAUL HAYES, Mgr; 
Dixie Court

>
Memphis 
Milwaukee

J. H. WICKER, Mgr., 
No-El Motel Albuquerque 

Atlanta 
Birmingham 
Buffalo 
Detroit 
Indianapolis 
Knoxville

Little Rock 
Memphis 
New Orleans 
Oklahoma City 
Savannah 
SpringfieId
Tampa

Mrs. G. N. PRUETTE, 
Teetotum Motel

Owner,
Memphis

Mrs. BERRY (SHIRLEY) 
Nite-Fa11 Motel

SMITH,
Atlanta 
Indianapolis 
Little' Rock 
Memphis 
Minneapolis

Omaha 
Richmond 
St. Louis 
Springfie Id
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JN 157-9586

A Xerox copy of each motel registration has been 
made by the Jackson Division, and copies of these registrations 
are being maintained in the bulky exhibit file of Jackson 
File 157-9586.

It is noted on the registrations that there is 
registration from Saskatchewan, Canada, at the Round-Town 
Motel, and a registration from Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, 
at the Holiday Inn, during the pertinent period. It is 
being left to the discretion of Memphis, the Office of 
Origin, as to whether appropriate LHM should be submitted 
to the Bureau to have these individuals identified in Canada.

The names of those individuals appearing on the motel 
registrations who reside within the Jackson Division are being 
identified through indices . check in the Jackson Office and 
appropriate credit and criminal being conducted within the 
cities in which they indicate they reside.

LEADS: •

ALL RECEIVING OFFICES

All offices receiving copies.of this communication 
will review the FD-302s which they have received for names of 
those individuals who reside within their respective divisions 
and will review the names through the appropf iate off ice indice 
and will identify the individual through appropriate credit and 
criminal check, and if deemed advisable, will interview the 
individual if there is a possibility of any association with 
JAMES EARL RAY.

6
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OPTIONAL, FORM NO. Id 
MAY 1062 EDITION 
GSAFPMR (41 (Fr) 101*11,6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to -'SA C, DA LIAS date: 5/12/69

FROM =SA WILLIAM B. HOLLOMAN (l|4«26^)(P)

subJect: MURKIN

Re Jackson airtel 5/7/69*

WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE has writted a third article for 
"Look" magazine. The article appears in the issue dated U/15/&9 
but his issue was circulated on I4/I/69. A review of the article 
reveals that JAMES EARL RAY allegedly registered at the 
Travelodge Motel, Five Points, Birmingham, Ala., on 3/29/68; 
at a motel near Florence, A la. on k/1/68; and at a motel near' 
Corinth, Miss, on ^/2/68.

In an effort to establish whether or not RAY was in contact 
with any individuals immediately prior to'the assassination, 
the Bureau has instructed that appropriate investigation be 
conducted, however, they instructed that there is to be no 
indication whatsoever that the investigation has any connection 
whatsoever tith the case involving JAMES EARL RAY.

Birmingham and Jackson were instructed to make inquiries 
of the motels in or near the cities indicated to determine- 
the identities of individuals registered during the period 
3/29-U/3/68. Efforts should be made to identify the individuals 
listed.

ED 302s showing registrations at appropriate motels 
were forwarded with reairtel and are attached to copies of 
this memo. The lead as set forth states ” All offices receiving 
cdpies of this communication will review the FD 302s which they 
have received for names of those individuals who reside 
whthin their respective territories and will review the names 
through the appropriate office indices and will identify the 
individual through appropriate credit and CDiminal check, and 
if deemed advisable, will interview the individual if there is 
a possibility of any association with JAMES EARL RAY.'*1

As the Bureau has instructed this case leads should receive 
expedite handling.

5
W Sherman RA (Denton)

,t»S%.A»iarlllo RA (Pampa) 
Paris RA (Sulphur Springs) 

^/Wl- Worth RA (Mineral Wells)

5010-106-01
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Sa

SEARCHED—^JNDOEL
SERIAllZED.^'Zf^lLW—$ 

tUY 1^959 
EBI-DALLAS /
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FD-3HR»f. 12-13-58)

Transmit the following in

v<n AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS

SUBJECT KIN

('
By airtel

FBI

Date: 5/14/69

(Type in plain text or code)

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

I

(44-38861)

(44-1987) (P)

dated 4/7/69, the Bureau advised that in
a third ’’Look” magazine article, WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE stated 
that JAMES EARL RAY had spent th® night of 4/2/68 in a motel 
near Corinth, Miss. -The Bureau instructed Jackson to review 
motel records in and around Corinth to determine the identities 
of individuals registered there during the period 3/29/68 to 
4/3/68, By airtel dated 4/18/69, the Jackson Office advised 
the Bureau that motel records at Corinth, Miss., had been 
reviewed unde/the subject’s true name and aliases and had been 
reviewed for subject’s Alabama license number. Nothing 
identifiable with the subject was located

2 - Bureau
2 - Albany
2
2

Albuquerque 
Atlanta

2 - Birmingham
2

• 2
2
2

Buffalo 
Charlotte 
Chicago 
Cincinnati

2 - Cleveland 
2 - Columbia' 
T)- Dallas
2 - Denver
2 - 
2 -
2 - 
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 - 
2 -
2 -

Detroit 
Houston 
Indianapolis 
Jackson 
Jacksonville 
.Kansas City 
Knoxville 
Little Rock 
Los Angeles 
Louisville

2 - 
2 -
2 - 
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 —
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -

Miami 
Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 
Mobile 
Newark 
New Haven 
New Orleans 
New York

Approved: 
’ > Special

Sent

JCHtjap 
4^------

Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Philadelphia 
Richmond 
Sacramento 
St. Louis 
Salt Lake City 
San Antonio 
San Diego 
Savannah 
Seattle 
Springfield 
Tampa 
Memphis FS1—DALLAS

•IfflWDSBHaMW

SEARCHED^s^K—-INDEXED 
$£R!AUZE0..J4^flLE0...

M Per
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ME 44-1987

By airtel dated 5/7/69tf copies of which were not 
furnished the Bureau, the Jackson Office set out leads for 
those offices to whom copies of this communication are designated. 
These offices have been requested to interview several hundred' 
persons who spent th® night in motels at Corinth, Miss., on or 
about 4/2/68.

In view of the fact that more than a year has passed 
since these persons stayed over night at Corinth, and since 
similar investigation of this type in this case has previously 
been unproductive, and since HUIE han admitted that RAY 
frequently is untruthful in statements to him, and further 
since it is not believed that it is of any particular importance 
to establish whether or not JAMES EARL RAY stayed over night 
at Corinth on 4/2/68, all offices will disregard the leads set 
out in Jackson airtel dated 5/7/69unless specifically advised 
by the Bureau to cover same.

2
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okiohm k»m *10. i$ .
MAY lt«: EDITION ,
OSA mi 141CTU 1.61-1 M Jr
UNITED STAGES gWeRNMENT

Memorandum
TO ; SAC, DALLAS (44-2649)(P) date: 7/7/69

FROM : SA THOMAS M. 0’MALEY

subject: MURKIN

Re Meno to Sac, Dallas dated 5/15/69 (serial 686).

On 6/18/69, J. B. CONNER, Chief of Police, Pampa, 
Texas, advised their records contained no reference to' 
GEORGE S. GRAY, 1040 Neel Road, Pampa, Texas. .

On 6/18/69, R. H. JORDON, Sheriff Gray County, 
Pampa, Texas, advised his files contained no record re 
GEORGE S. GRAY. JORDON stated that he has known GEORGE 
S. GRAY, wife DOROTHY, for approximately 35 years. JORDON 
stated that GRAY is retired from Cabot Corporation, Pampa, 
Texas, is well known, 'well liked and never known to be 
involved In any racial matters or any criminal type action. 
JORDON advised that he would vouch for the character of 
GRAY.

On 6/18/69, WELDON ARTHUR^ Manager, Credit Bureau 
of Tampa, advised GEORGE S. GRAY came to file 3/26/58, 
presently retired from Cabot Corporation, credit considered 
to be excellent. GRAY and wife reside 1040 Neel Road, 
Pampa, Texas.,

In view of the above no further action being 
taken re GRAY, UAC. ,

0- Dallas

Buy U.S. Saving} Bonets Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OPTIONAL JOftM'NO. 10
MAY 1**2 COITION

M> # (41 CFC) l0t«1 M

-UNITED STATES G^KrNMENT

Memorandum
TO : FILE (44-2649) DATE.: 4/6/70

FROM : SAC, J. GORDON SHANKLIN

Subject: MURKIN

On 4/2/70, Mr. GORDON MC l/ENDON, owner and President 
of KLIF Radio Station, teTe^KonSc^^ that an individual
who had identified himself as JIM COLLINS, telephone 741-3161, 
indica ted he was an employee of Spot Productions in Dal las>, 
Texas, had called and stated that he would Tike to give some 
very confidential information to MC TENDON which he felt would 
result in an excellent story. COLLINS stated that he knew of 
some men In Memphis, Tenn, who definitely had some new evidence 
in the JAMES EARL RAY case and they would be able to prove that 
RAY was not in the room from which the shot was fired at .MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. at the time of the shooting, but was in a nearby 
garage having his car fixed, and that KING was killed by a Cuban 
communist. He furnished the following names:

1. HAROLD STREIBICH, Attorney, Memphis

2. ARTHUR HANES, private Detective

3. RENFRO HAYES, Attorney, Memphis

I advised Mr. MC LENDON that of course this was a 
private murder case and that RAY had been represented by a 
number of attorneys, as far as I knew, but that I would check 
with our Memphis office and see if we had any interest at this 
time.

I talked to SAC ROBERT JENSEN, Memphis, and he stated 
that ARTHUR HANES was not a private investigator, but was 
actually RAY’S first attorney; that he, of course, is a former 
FBI Agent and a lawyer from Birmingham, Alabama and he and 
WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE have collaborated in writing some kind 
of a story concerning RAY’s life.

RENFRO HAYES is a private investigator, onginally 
hired by HANES. He and HANES have fallen out and HAYES has 
filed suit against HANES, claiming that he has never been paid 
for his service in the amount of approximately $10,000. J

STREIBICH is listed as an attorney in Memphis, but
his connection with the case is not known. JENSE

scmiLD
L - Dallas 
JGS:jmfr

L(1) .^ b Buy U.S,. Savings Bends Regularly on the payroll Savings .Plan 
5010-10*^0? I

FBI—DAUA
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DL #44-2649

that the current attorney for RAY Is J. B. STONER, notorious 
for his Rational States Rights Party activity. Re suggested 
that I might tell MC LENDON if he wanted to try to verify the 
possibility of any of this information, that he might contact 
PHIL CANELLE, District Attorney, Memphis, Tenn. I so advised 
Mr. MC LENDON. MC LENDON’s telephone number is RI 7-9311.

. 2 -
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OPTIONAL PORM NO. IQ 
.MAY 1**2 COfTLON 
OSA PPM* (41 CW WMI4

UNITED STATES GO^RNMENT

Memorandum
to FILE (44-2649) ^ date: 8/6/70

FROM , : SAC, J. GORDON SHANKLIN

subject: MURKIN

At 1:35 AM, 8/6/70, Det. SEWELL Ln the Crimes 
Against Persons Section of the Dallas PD telephoned me at 
home and advised that an Individual by the name of ROY RICHARD 
ERWIN was at their department and had claimed that he was the 
person who 4rove the car in which JAMES EARL RAY disappeared 
from Memphis shortly after the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
SEWELL advised that the information he was ^furnishing was 
primarily public source material that could be obtained from 
the newspapers and that he had been caught In some discrepancies. 
He stated be had called Capt. BOB COCHRAN of the Memphis PD 
and COCHRAN had suggested that he might contact the Memphis 
FBI or that SEWELL might contact the local FBI to see if we 
were Interested In interviewing ERWJN. He stated that ERWIN 
was a white male, admitted previous terms in the Georgia State 
Penitentiary jand claimed to be from Dalton, Georgia.

I shortly thereafter called the Memphis Office and 
talked to ASAC CLIFF HALTER. HALTER stated that they had 
definite proof that RAY had driven the car himself and that 
there was no necessity for any interview with ERWIN. I so 
advised Det. SEWELL.

ADDENDUM; At 12;30 PM this date, Capt. GEORGE LUMPKIN of
JGS'.mfr the Dallas PD stated that he and one of his officers

had reinterviewed ERWIN and that ERWIN was Insistent 
now that he had been paid $1,000 to drive a stolen car with a 
police radio In it away from where MARTIN LUTHER KING had been 
killed and divert the police in their chase of trying to locate 
RAY. He stated he had recorded same and that he would make a 
copy available.

I again called the Memphis Office and talked to ASAC 
HALTER, who stated we should send them the summary of what ERWIN 
is claiming, but that this matter had been run out and there was 
nothing to it. He was asked, however, to search and see if they

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DL #44-2649

had actually checked out a story by ERWIN. HARTER called me 
back at approximately 1:30 PM and stated that ERWIN had in 
March, 1969, while incarcerated in a Georgia prison, written 
a letter to the Director^ claiming he had some connection with 
the murder. He stated Agents had interviewed him and it had 
been determined that he was a chronic liar and was actually 
not in Memphis on the date of the murder, but was in Chattanooga, 
Tenn.

I called Capt. LUMPKIN back and he stated immediately 
that ERWIN had now admitted both of the stories were false. He 
was also told, however, that we had had previous contact with 
ERWIN and that there was no indication he was mixed up in the case.

- 2 -
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FO-J6 (R?v. $-22-54)

FBI I
Date: 8/6/70 |

Transmit the following xn...........—....... —..........................    , ,.................................—
(Type in plaintext or code) J

Via teletype_______________________________ I
(Priority) ।

To Memphis (44-1987)

From SAC, Dallas (44-2649)(RUC)

MURKIN 
00: MEMPHIS

At 1:35 am instant date Det £512^ SEWELL, Dallas PD advised SAC

SHANKLIN that ROY RICHARD ERWIN arrested earlier by this department

fax in response to phone call from ERWIN advising he was armed and

an accomplice of JAMES EARL RAY and wanted to give himself up.

ERWIN interviewed and claimed he drove the car in which RAY

disappeared from Memphis after murder of MARTIN LUTHER KIND. 

Foregoing information furnished telephonically to ASAC CLIFF HALTER 

Memphis office.

At approximately 12:30 pm Capt GEORGE LUMPKIN, Dallas PD 

advised ERWIN reinterviewdd and was now insistent he had been paid 

$1000.00 to drive a stolen car with a police radio in away from

where KING had been killed to divert the police. 2J&SX Capt LUMPKIN

subsequently advised 1:30 pm that ERWIN admitted his entire story was 

a hoax. ERWIN unable to furnish any motive for fabricating story.

LUMPKIN advised local xx chebK warrant outstanding for ERWIN in Daltot

Georgia, however, local authorities refuse to came

of false report furnished to Dallas County DA who 

Sixs prosecution because of publicity
Index.

S^rch.
Special Agent in

after him. Facts

* U. $» GOVERNMENT

Lsed aj^inst

4^W^/
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI

Date: 11/9/71

Transmit the following in........  -■ ................... ........... ..............
(Type in plaintext or code)

airtel air mail
(Priority)

----------------------- 1 
1 
L

TO: SAC^ DALLAS

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P*)

SUBJECT: MtJRKIN

A private investigator at Memphis, 
suit in the U. S. District Court against the 
General at Memphis, Tenn., seeking to obtain 
rille used by JAMES EARL RAY in the murder o 

^ING,. JR. This case has recently been heard 
District Court with the judge ruling in favo 
Attorney General; however, it is anticipated 
will be filed in the Sixth Circuit at Cincin

The District Attorney General’s Of 
was a similar suit and appeal concerning the 
HARVEY OSWALD in the murder of President JOH 
they desire to know the citation of such app

LEADS:

THE DALLAS DIVISION

AT DALLAS, TEXAS

1) Will promptly advise Memphis w 
suit was filed against the Government to obta 
by LEE HARVEY OSWALD and the outcome of this

2) Will furnish the citation of a 
ruling in connection with the OSWALD murder

Tenn., has filed 
District Attorney 
possession of the 

f MARTINLUTHER 
in the U. S.

r of the District 
that an appeal

nati, Ohio.

fice believes there 
rifle used by LEE

N F. KENNEDY and 
eal.

hether or not a 
in the rifle used 
case. . .

ny appellate^ 
wea *

4?- Dallas 1
1 - Memphis /

SEA 1C['F^^?L\D^Q

, NOV HOT ,i
/ J Wl -7 DALLAS 1

(3) (y p^/^ ’



11/16/71

AIRTEL

TO: SAC,-MEMPHIS (44-1987)

PHOM: SAcJdmLs (44-2649)(RUC)

SUBJECT: MURKInA// /

' Re Memphis airtel to Dallas, 11/9/71.

On 10/30/67 JOHN J. KING, a wealthy Denver 
oil man, and MARINA OSWALD PORTER, wife of LEE HARVEY 
OSWALD, instituted actions against the United States 
under public law 89-318 which vested title to the 
Warren Commission, exhibits in the United States and. 
permitted claims for Just compensation to be filed against 
the United States. The specific civil actions are 
identified as follows:

’’JOHN J. KING v. NICHOLAS deB. KATZENBACH 
(U.S.D.C. Colo., Civil Action Nb. 9168) 
JOHN J. KING v. United States of. America 
(U.S.D.C. Colo., Civil Action No. 67-C-518) 
MARINA N. OSWALD PORTER, et al. v. United 
States (U.S.D.C. N.D. Tex., Civil Action No. 
CA-3-2282, Dallas Div.)”

The two above cited cases involving KING relatin'? 
to the assassination rifle used by LEE HARVEY OSWALD and 
the murder revolver used by him in the killing of the 
Dallas police officer. The MARINA OSWALD PORTER civil 
action involves personal property of LEE HARVEY OSWALD which 
was seised. The two civil actions involving KINGwere 
handled by Departmental Attorney WILLIAM A. GERSHUNY and 
the MARINA OSWALD PORTER civil action was handled by Depart­
mental Attorney ERWIN GOLDBLOO^t of the General Litigation

2 - Memphis 
1 - Dallas
^!J1B
v ' Serialize____/ 

Index...__

File.______ ^

Search----------
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Section of the U. S, Department of Justice,

The final outcome of these cases is unknown 
to the Dallas Office and. it is not known if there has been 
any appellate ruling in connection with any of these cases. 
It would appear that Memphis could obtain such information 
through the Bureau who has had close liaison with the above 
named Departmental Attorneys or have the District Attorney 
General's Office at Memphis, Tennessee, communicate directly 
with such Departmental Attorneys.
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James Earl Ray Files ‘ 
^500,000 Damage Suit

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (DPI) 
—lames Earl Ray, convicted 
assassin of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr., filed a $50,000 
damage suit against Tennes­
see officials, claiming he was 
being confined in "oppres­
sive” conditions for a crime 
he did not commit

The suit, one of many legal 
actions taken by Ray since 
his guilty plea in the 1968 as­
sassination, drew special at­
tention when a local televi­
sion station quoted sources 
Wednesday night as saying 
Ray’s suit would contend oth­
ers were involved in the King I 
slaying.

But the only hint of con­
spiracy mentioned in the suit 
concerned two telephone 
numbers of persons in Louisi­
ana. Ray claimed his former 
attorney, Percy Foreman, 
had mishandled information 
about the phone numbers, I

And in an interview with 
the Nashvile Banner Thurs­
day, Ray said, “I never saw 
anybody shoot King. But 
that’s as far as I want to 
go.”
“As far as the crime, I 

contend I’m not guilty," Ray 
told the Banner. “But there 
is'TifnW for me'*tt> JHSlfe

* * * 
statements to the newspaper 1 
that I'm not guilty. I've got 
to get in a courtroom for 
that.”

Ray, who drafted the suit 
in his solitary-confinement 
cell in the state prison, said 
he gave the two phone num­
bers to Foreman, who in turn 
gave them to the late Z. T. 
Osborn, another of Ray’s at­
torneys, who was later dis­
barred.

The suit says one of the 
numbers belonged to a Baton 
Rouge Parish (County) offi­
cial “under the influence’’ of 
a Teamsters Union ^HWiSl. *
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(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

’The Dallas Times
Herald”
Railas, Texas

Judge rejects appeaT 
to reopen Ray case Page ft______

® 1975 The Washington Post

MEMPHIS — James Earl 
Ray Thursday lost a bid to 
stand trial in the 1968 assassi­
nation of the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. when a 
federal judge rejected claims 
that Ray was browbeaten by 
his lawyers and prison officials 
into pleading guilty to the 
murder.

In the long-awaited 38-page 
ruling U.S. District Court 
Judge Robert M. McRae Jr. 
said:

“Although the circumstances 
include conduct on the part of 
Ray’s retained attorneys that 
sh^llU' 'hurt? been performed

differently, the total circum­
stances do not reflect a viola­
tion of the constitutional rights 
applicable to one who volun­
tarily pleaded guilty on the 
advices of competent counsel 
of his own choosings.” But the 
judge did not specify what the 
lawyers should have done 
differently.

Ray has contended his origi- 
n al attorneys, former 
Birmingham -Mayor, Arthur 
Hones Sr. and noted Texas 
criminal lawyer Percy Fore­
man, schemed with Southern 
author William Bradford Huie 
to keep Ray publicly sil,ent_ 
about the King assassination.

Edition:
Author:

Editor: Kenneth P. Johns
Title:
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or
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But,, l£S. District Judge
lobert McRae Jf “d

—Associated Press Wirephoto.

James Earl Ray ... Re­
fused new trial by judge.

Ray Loses 
Bid for
New Trial

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (UPI)- 
James Earl Ray, convicted

Ray's arguments and ac­
cepted instead the state’s 
contention that Ray made a 
“reasoned and reasonable 
decision to accept a 99-year 
sentence rattier than risk 
the death penalty” by going 
to trial.

j . “Although the circum­
stances (surrounding the 
guilty plea) include conduct 
on the part of Ray’s re­
tained attorneys that should 
have been performed differ­
ently,” McRae said in a 
38-page decision, “The total 
circumstances do not reflect 
a violation of the Constitu­
tional rights applicable to 
one who voluntarily pleaded 
guilty on the advice of com­
petent counsel of his own 
choosing.”

Ray is serving his sen­
tence at the main Tennes­
see prison in Nashville'and

assassin of Dr. Martin Lu- ' was 1101 present for Me-
ther King Jr., lost a bid for 
a new trial Thursday when 
a federal judge ruled Ray’s 
initial guilty plea in the 
case was voluntary and “on 
the advice of competent
counsel of his own 
ing."

Ray claimed his

choos-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

"The Dallas Morning
News"

—Dallas, Texas

-Eage J]A

Date;

Edition:
Author:

Editor: Tom J. Simmons
Title:

Rae’s ruling. However, one 
of his three defense law­
yers, Robert Livingston of 
Memphis, was in the court.
“We have no complaint at 

all about the fairness of this 
court,” Livingston said as 
he prepared to telephone his 
fellow attorneys—Bernard 
Fensterwald and James

Characters

famed
Percy ' Resat of Washington—with 

Foreman of Houston, had ^ news.
defense attorney,

compromised his rights and 
pressured him into admit­
ting the 1968 murder in or-

“He ruled against us, but
we have two courts upstairs 
(the 6th U.S. Circuit Court

der to preserve the com- of Appeals in Cincinnati and 
mercial value of books ,he us- Supreme Court) 
written about the murder of fl“t«*W ™1«^ "^ 
the civil"rights leWn—* (McRae)
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SERIALIZE!^?.. FILED.X2
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Church
(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city ana state.)

1

“WASHlNGTON-On Oct. 10, 1963, 
the then-attorney general of the United 
States put his personal signature on a 
document that launched and legitima­
tized one of the most horrendous 
abuses of federal police power in this 
century.

In Sen. Frank Church's subcommit­
tee hearing room, tire authorized wire­
tapping and subsequent unauthorized 
bugging and attempted blackmailing of 
Martin Luther King Jr. is being gin­
gerly examined, with the "investi­
gation” conducted in such a way as not 
to unduly embarrass officials of the •- 
Kennedy or Johnson administrations.

Ao ze^t

( With great care, the committee has

to .wiretap .Dr. King. Who at. Justice 
concurred in the recommendation? 
How does tlie FBI know the President 
was consulted or informed?

After Katzenbach assumed office, 
and the wiretapping continued, he was 
told by angry newsmen that the FBI 
was leaking scurrilous information 
about Dr. King. Why did he wait for 
four months, and for a thousand tele­
phonic interceptions, to discontinue the 
officially-approved tap?

Of course, this sort of testimony 
would erode Church’s political base. 
That is why we do not see former Asst. 
FBI Director Cartha (Deke) Deloach, 
Lyndon Johnson’s personal contact f 

■with the FBI, in the witness chair. 
What did President Johnson know 
about the character-assassination plot

i and when did he know it? What conver- 1 
sations took place between Deloach 
and President Johnson of the tapping 
of Dr. King, or about the use of the 
FBI in any other intrusions into the 
lives of political figures’

1 focused on the FBI. When tlie commit­
tee counsel first set forth the result of 
shuffling through press clips, it seemed 
as if no Justice Department had ex­
isted in 1962; Wednesday, an FBI wit­
ness pointed out that it was Robert 
Kennedy who authorized the wiretap of 
Dr. King, and that "the President of 
the United States and the attorney gen­
eral specifically discussed their con­
cern of Communist influence with Dr. 
King.”

But the Church committee showed 
no zest for getting further to the Ken­
nedy root of this precedent to Water­
gate eavesdropping. If Church were 
willing to let the chips fall where they 
may, he would call some knowledge­
able witnesses into the glare of the 
camera lights arid ask them some 
questions that have gone unasked for 
13 years.

For example, he could call Nicholas 
Katzenbach, Attorney General Kenne­
dy^ deputy and successor, and ask 
what he knows of the Kennedy-deep ion

THE COMMITTEE is not asking 
embarrassing questions even when 
answers are readily available. A cou­
ple of weeks ago, at an open hearing, 
an FBI man inadvertently started to 
blurt out an episode about newsmen 
who were wiretapped in 1962 with the 
apparent knowledge of Attorney Gen­
eral Kennedy. The too-willing witness 
was promptly shooshed into silence, 
and told that such information would 
be developed only in executive session. 
Nobody even raised an eyebrow.

That pattern of containment by the 
Church committee is vividly shown by 
the handling of the buggings at the 1964 
Republican and Democratic conven­
tions which were ordered by Lj i.uO'.t”

"The Dallas Morning 
News"
--  Dallas, Texas
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Johnson. Such invasions of political 
headquarters were worse than the 
crime committed at Watergate, since 
they involved the use of the FBI, but 
the Church investigators seem to be 
determined not to probe too deeply. 
Double standard

If FBI documents say that reports 
were made to specific Johnson aides, 
why are those men not given the same 
opportunity to publicly tell their story 
so avidly given the next president’s 
men? If Lyndon Johnson committed 
this impeachable high crime of using 
the FBI to spy on political opponents, 
who can be brought forward to tell us 
all about it?

But that would cause embarrass­
ment to Democrats, and Church wants 
to embarrass professional employes of 
investigatory agencies only, A new 
sense of congressional decorum exists, 
far from the sense of outrage ex­
pressed in the Senate Watergate com­
mittee’s hearing room. When it is re­
vealed that the management of NBC

News gave press credentials to LBJ's 
spies at the 1964 convention, everybody 
blushes demurely—and nobody de­
mands to know which network execu­
tive made what decision under what 
pressure.

I have been harranguing patient 
readers for years about the double 
standard applied to Democratic and 
Republican political crimes, and had 
hoped tlie day would come when the 
hardball precedents set by tlie Ken­
nedy and Johnson men would be laid 
before the public in damning detail.

Obviously, Democrat Frank Church 
is not the man to do it. His jowl-shak­
ing indignation is all too selective; the 
trail of high-level responsibility for the 
crimes committed against Dr. King 
and others is evidently going to be al­
lowed to cool.

Pity. You’d think that after all the 
nation has been through in the past few 
years, our political leaders would have 
learned that the one thing that brings 
you down is the act of covering up.
*■■ ■■ f<Kw York Times News SerricetTSW ™ -^
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full employment urged 
by Mrs. King in talk

By DOUG DOME5ER
Mrs, Coretta Scott King 

said here Wednesday night 
"our nation must move to­
ward a full employment 
economy.”

At a brief press confer­
ence before a dinner in her 
honor, the widow of civil 
rights leader Martin Luther 

'King said she is most con­
cerned with jobs and in­
come — problems of the 

^working people.
"Each person must have 

a docent. job and income 
and decent working condi­
tions,” she said at King 
Community Center.

Mrs. King appeared at a 
dinner sponsored by Local 
218 of the Laundry, Dry 
Cleaning and Dye House 
Workers Union.
. "The civil rights move­
ment has become a human 
rights movement,” she told 
media.

■ She said she is in favor of 
working with organized la­
bor to improve these rights

and that the movement has 
been linked with economics 
from the original bus boy­
cott in Tdontgomerv, Ala., in 
1955.

It was the first visit Mrs. 
King has made to the South 
Dalias center named for her 
husband. She is president oh 
the Martin Luther King 
Center for Social Change in 
Atlanta, Ga. £

In a lengthy speech. Mrs. 
King said adequate jobs 
should be the No. 1 priority 
during the Bicentennial She 
said, "It’s as much a basic 
right to have a job and an 
income as it is a right to 
vote.”

She also called for Ameri­
cans to learn “the unwritten 
history" of the contributions 
blacks have made to the 
nation.
“Many while people have 

prejudices because they.are 
misinformed about black 
contributions,” Mrs. King 
told approximately 500 peo­
ple attending the dinner.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city ana slate.)
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News” '
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Dallas News Staff Photo by Larry Reese.

Mm, King; and Frank Breedlove, King Center head.
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Dr. King"* 
letter held 
unjustified

From Wire Renorts
WASH’NGTON — A top 

FBI official testified Wed­
nesday there was no legal 
justification for the 25 sep­
arate attempts by the 
bureau in the 1960s to dis­
credit the late Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. as a civil 
rights leader.

James B. Adams, asso­
ciate deputy FBI director, 
told the Senate Intelligence y 
Committee there is “no sta- v 
tutory basis or justification" 
for the attempts which in-

1 eluded sending King and hf! 
‘[Wife an anonymous lette;
Hwhidh King took as ii 
^suggestion he commit Sim 

ci de.
ADAMS SAID, however, 

he believes the FBI was 
\iustified in ■ Investigating 

King because of the possi­
bility that Communist influ- 
encesNwere being brought to 
bear on\him and on the 
civil rightsxmovement.

He said rexcan find no 
basis for King's^conciusion 
that the FBI-prepared letter 
and the tape recording that 
accompanied it suggested 
King kill himself. But he ^ 
acknowledged under ques- - 
tioning Bhat interpretation is 
“a possibility.”

in another development 
r related to disclosures of 

FBI harassment of dissi­
dents. director Clarence 
Kelley urged Congress to 
exercise more control over 
his bureau and help 
“restore any breach of 
credibility" it had suffered.

ON THE NBC-TV Today 
program, he said Congress 
should pigk an Fgl director 
“in whom they have trust,

thpn set up regulations and 
guidelines and &“ have 
good oversight.
“1 would not object at all 

to come to congress and re­
port to the committee with 
oversight authority and tell 
them exactly what wc are 
doing and how we are doing 
it.”

■Witnesses said the bureau 
similarly harassed a wide 
range of Americans and 
compiled 590,000 dossiers 
between? 1959 and 1971 on 
Communists, student radi­
cals,/blacks, feminists, the 
Ku /Klux^ Klan, anti-war 
gryupj and othersT—^^,
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newspaper, city ana state.)
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Associated Press Wirephoto.

James Adams .. . official beX 
lieves FBI justified in investiA 
gating civil rights leader, \
Communist links.
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NR0302 WA CODE SENT 3:55AM 7/30/76 MJW 

PM MITEL 07/29/76 ®P ’ 

- TO ALL SACS.

FROM DIRECTOR (103- 106670) ‘ .

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BUDED AUGUST .9, .1976

FOR INFORMATION OF RECIPIENTS THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (AG)' 

HAS ORDERED A REVIEW OF THE FBI’S INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN 

LUTHER KING. ASSIGN^ TO CONDUCT THIS REVIEW IS A,.TASK FORCE 

WORKING UNDER DIRECTION OF THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL 

RESPONSIBILITY (OPR) OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. THE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS INDICATED THE REVIEW IS TO RESOLVE THE 

FOLLOWING FOUR QUESTIONS: (1) WAS THE FBI INVESTIGATION OF 

KING’S ASSASSINATION THOROUGH AND HONEST? (2) IS THERE ANY 

EVIDENCE THE FBI WAS INVOLVED IN THE -ASSASSI NAT ION? U) IS 

THERE ANY NEW EVIDENCE WHICH HAS COME TO THE ATTENTION'OF THE 

DEPARTMENT CONCERNING THE' ASSASSINATION? (4) DOES THE 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE BUREAU AND KING DALL FOR CRIMINAL 

PROSECUTIONS, DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS OR OTHER APPROPRIATE

, ACTION?

THIS REVIEW IS A CONTINUATION OF A "PARTIAL REVIEW" RECENTLY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO 1

CONDUCTED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT UNDER 

DIRECTION OF ASSISTANT AG J. STANLEY POTTINGER. ALL PERSONNEL 

ON THE TASK FORCE ARE AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS TO OUR FILES 

PERTAINING TO KI NG'S ASSASSINATION, OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESTI­

GATION OF KING AND ANY FILES RELATING TO BASIS FOR THESE 

INVESTIGATIONS. THIS WILL INCLUDE COVER PAGES OF COMMUNICATIONS 

CONTAINING IDENTITIES OF SOME FBI SOURCES A® INFORMANTS WHO 

WERE NOT AFFORDED SYMBOL NUMBERS AT THAT TIME AND INDIVIDUALS 

WHO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED CONFIDENTIALITY.

' TO DATE THE TASK FORCE HAS REVIEWED FBIHQ AND WFO FILES 

'CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF KING CAPTIONED "MURKIN, 

BUREAU FILE 44-33861. TASK FORCE MEMBERS HAVE TRAVELED TO 

MEMPHIS, MILWAUKEE, KANSAS CITY, OMAHA, SAN FRANCISCO AND 

LOS ANGELES AND REVIEWED MURKIN AND INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION 

FILES OF THOSE OFFICES. FUTURE TRAVEL BY THE TASK FORCE IS 

PLANNED FOR ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE, CHICAGO, NEW, ORLEANS 

NEW YORK, SPRINGFIELD AND ST. LOUIS.

AFTER above TRAVEL IS COMPLETED AMD KING RELATED SECURITY 

FILES AT FBIHQ ARE REVIEWED , THE TASK FORCE WILL HAVE SEEN THE 

MAJORITY OF SERIALS IN OUR FILES RELATING TO THE KING INVEST!- ’ 

GATIONS. HOWEVER',' SINCE IT IS THE GOAL OF THE TASK FORCE TO 

REVIEW KING RELATED FILES IN EVERY FIELD OFFICE, IT WILL BE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE

NECESSARY TO FORWARD XEROX COPIES OF FILES FROM THE REMAINING 

OFFICES TO FBI HQ FOR REVIEW.

THEREFORE, ALL RECIPIENTS WITH EXCEPTION OF THOSE OFFICES 

NAMED ABOVE, FURNISH FBI HQ ONE XEROX COPY OF EACH SERIAL CON­

TAINED IN YOUR KING ASSASSINATION FILE CAPTIONED "MURKIN." IT 

IS REQUESTED THIS MATERIAL BE PROCESSED ■ AND MAILED TO REACH FBIHQ 

PRIOR TO AUGUST 9, 1976. THIS MATERIAL SHOULD BE SENT BY 

REGISTERED MAIL, ATTENTION DEPUTY .ASSISTANT DIRECTOR INGRAM, 

INTELLIGENCE DIVISION. L

IF MURKIN FILES CONTAIN ANY PHOTOGRAPHS,, EXHIBITS OR OTHER 

ITEMS WHICH CANNOT BE XEROXED A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF EACH ITEM 

A® ITS LOCATION SHOULD BE SET .FORTH IN YOUR COMMUNICATIONS 

TRANSMITTING JHE DOCUMENTS TO FBIHQ.

SUBSEQUENT INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE ISSUED CONCERNING SUBMISSION 

OF COPIES OF OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION Of KING AND RELATED 

SECURITY FILES. OFFICES TO BE VISITED IN THE FUTURE BY TASK 

FORCE PERSONNEL WILL ALSO BE FURNISHED APPROPRIATE INSTRUCTIONS 

BY SEPARATE COMMUNICATION. 

END 1

AA
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TO ALL SACS 

FROM DIRECTOR <100-10667 0) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, BUDED AUGUST 9, 1976 

FOR INFORMATION OF RECIPIENTS THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (AG) 

HAS ORDERED A REVIEW OF THE FBI’S INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, ASSIGNED TO CONDUCT THIS REVIEW IS A TASK FORCE 

WORKING UNDER DIRECTION OF THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL 

RESPONSIBILITY (OPR) OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, THE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS INDICATED THE REVIEW IS TO RESOLVE THE 

FOLLOWING FOUR QUESTIONS: (1) WAS THE FBI INVESTIGATION OF 

KING*S ASSASSINATION THOROUGH AN) HONEST? (2) IS THERE ANY 

EVIDENCE THE FBI WAS INVOLVED IN THE ASSASSINATION? (3) IS 

THERE ANY NEW EVIDENCE WHICH HAS COME TO THE ATTENTION OF THE 

DEPARTMENT CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION? (4) DOES THE 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE BUREAU AN) KING CALL FOR CRIMINAL 

PROSECUTIONS, DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS OR OTHER APPROPRIATE 

ACTION?

THIS REVIEW IS A CONTINUATION OF A "PARTIAL REVIEW" RECENTLY

' SERIALIZED^--

JUL 301976
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CONDUCTED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT UNDER 

DIRECTION OF ASSISTANT AG J, STAH.EY POTTINGER. ALL PERSONNEL 

ON THE TASK FORCE ARE AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS TO OUR FILES 

PERTAINING TO KING’S ASSASSINATION, OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESTI­

GATION OF KING At© ANY FILES RELATING TO BASIS FOR THESE 

INVESTIGATIONS. THIS WILL INCLUDE COVER PAGES OF COMMUNICATIONS 

CONTAINING IDENTITIES OF SOME FBI SOURCES Al© INFORMANTS WHO 

WERE NOT AFFORDED SYMBOL NUMBERS AT THAT TIME AN) INDIVIDUALS 

WHO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED CONFIDENTIALITY#

TO DATE THE TASK FORCE HAS REVIEWED FBI HQ AND WFO FILES 

CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF KING CAPTIONED "MURKIN, 

BUREAU FILE 44-33861. TASK FORCE MEMBERS' HAVE TRAVELED TO 

MEMPHIS, MILWAUKEE, KANSAS CITY, OMAHA, SAN FRANCISCO AND 

LOS ANGELES AND REVIEWED MURKIN AN) INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION 

FILES OF THOSE OFFICES. FUTURE TRAVEL BYTHE TASK FORCE IS 

PLANNED FOR ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE, CHICAGO, NEW ORLEANS, 

NEW YORK, SPRINGFIELD A© ST. LOUIS. /

AFTER ABOVE TRAVEL IS COMPLETED AND KING RELATED SECURITY 

FILES AT FBIHQ ARE REVIEWED ,, THE TASK FORCE WILL HAVE SEEN THE 

MAJORITY OF SERIALS IN OUR FILES RELATING TO THE KING INVESTI­

GATIONS. HOWEVER, SINCE IT IS THE. GOAL OF THE TASK FORCE TO 

REVIEW KING RELATED FILES IN EV ER y/ FIELD OFFICE^ IT WILL BE

f !
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necessary to forward xerox copies of files from the remaining 

OFFICES to fbihq for review* <
THEREFORE, ALL RECIPIENTS WIT# EXCEPTION OF THOSE OFFICES 

NAMED ABOVE, FURNISH FBIHQ ONE XE^OX COPY OF EACH SERIAL CON- ‘ 

TAI NED IN YOUR KING ASSASSINATION FILE CAPTIONED"MURKIN.’* IT 

IS REQUESTED THIS MATERIAL BE PROCESSED AND MAILED TO REACH FBIHQ 

PRIOR TO AUGUST 9, 1976. THIS MATERIAL SHOULD BE SENT BY 

REGISTERED MAIL, ATTENTION DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR INGRAM, 

INTELLIGENCE DIVISION. <

IF MURKIN FILES CONTAIN ANY PHOTOGRAPHS, EXHIBITS OR OTHER 

ITEMS WHICH CANNOT BE XEROXED A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF EACH ITEM 

AND ITS LOCATION SHOULD SBE SET FORTH IN YOUR COMMUNICATIONS 

TRANSMITTING THE DOCUMENTS TO FBIHQ. ,

SUBSEQUENT INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE ISSUED CONCERNING SUBMISSION 

OF COPIES OF OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION OF KING AND RELATED 

SECURITY FILES. OFFICES TO BE VISITED IN THE FUTURE BY TASK * 

FORCE PERSONNEL WILL ALSO RE FURNISHED APPROPRIATE INSTRUCTIONS 

BY SEPARATE COMM UNI CAT IO N.\ '

END . 

AA '
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8/5/76

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) '
ATTENTIONS , DEPUTE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR INGRAM

INTELLIGENCE DIVISION ,

FROM: SAC, JDALLAS (44-2649) (RUC) ,

SUBJECT* 6 MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

00: MEMPHIS 6
BUDED: 8/9/76

Re Bureau teletypes to all offices, dated 7/29/76 
and 7/30/76. • '

Enclosed for the Bureau is one Xerox copy of 
Dallas file 44-2649, captioned MURKIN, as requested in ■ 
referenced communications•
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____________ ___________________ (Mount Clipping In Specs Below)

Sprague: Ray says he had 
{help in King killing! 11

Compiled Iran wire reports

; James Eart-Sa^; convicted assassin of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, has told House 
investigators that he was aided by other 
persons both before and after the slay­
ing of the civil rights leader, former 

* House Assassination Committee chief 
- counsel Richard A. Sprague said Mon­

day.
. Sprague, who interviewed Ray at the 
Brushy Mountain State Prison in Ten- 
nessee last month, said Ray talked about 
several accomplices but did not identify

"AU of this suggests that this (Ray) 
was a person who did not act alone," 
Sprague said.

Meanwhile, in NashviUe, Tenn., Jack 
Kershaw, Ray’s attorney, said Monday 
he will ask the House Assassinations 
Committee for further ballistics tests on 
the rifle which police said Ray used to 
kill the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

Sprague resigned as the assassination 
committee’s chief of staff inarch 30.

Sprague conceded that he was unable, 
prior to his resignation, to develop infor­
mation which might either prove or dis­
prove Ray’s claim of receiving assis­
tance. But he said the words of Ray, 
who pleaded guilty to the 1968 slaying 
and is serving a 99-year prison sentence, 
provided leads that should be explored.

Ray has been trying for yean to 
. withdraw his guilty plea and win a full 
, rial. In a number of recent statements, 
le has maintained that King was killed 

by a mysterious Latin whom Ray knew 
only as "Raoul.”

A Jg£^&J>apartment task force re­
cently concluded there was no evidence

that Ray was part of a conspiracy ^ 
though the reporf"‘said the source v a 
Ray's funds "remains a mystery.” Rayl 
spent more than $10,000 during the! 
year, while his total earnings were just! 
a little more than $600

Meanwhile in Columbus, Ohio, feder­
al authorities plan to investigate an Ohio 
Penitentiary inmate’s claim that FBI 
and CIA agents offered a New York un­
derworld figure a $1 million contract in 
1968 to kill Martin Luther King Jr., it 
was reported today.

Scripps-Howard Newspapers, in a co­
pyrighted article by William Pillar, said 
Ed Evans, chief investigator for the 
House assassinations committee, will 
question Myron Billett, 52, in connection 
with his allegations.

Billett, alias Paul Buccilli, told 
Scripps-Howard Newspapers he set up a 
secret meeting in January 1968 at a 
hideaway motel in Appalachin, N.Y., 
between the agents and the late Carlas 
Gambino, who reportedly headed one of 
five New York crime families.

Billett, who also claims to be a formed 
undercover agent for the FBI, laid her, 
was told the offer to kill King cams 
from Washington and was approved by" 
the late FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover.

Billett said Gambino, however, reject­
ed the contract and later passed the 
word from New York City that none of 
the crime families, with which he was 
associated, would accept the offer to kill 
King.
' Billett, in a letter to Scripps-Howard 

newspapers, said he wanted tell his sto­
ry to congressional probers now that 
others are alleging conspiracies existed 
in the assassination of MHgWi968 and

(Inaleala pa^e, name o£ 
newspaper, city ana kta:«,) 
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President John J. ^nnyju in 1963.
“I think we better lay it on the line 

tefore someone blows the lid on the 
whole deal," Billett wrote. “Carlo Gam- 
oino was the top man who said no to 
the CIA and FBI. I do know that the 
order came right down from Washing-
ton and it was approved by Hoow. didn't think anyone would believe me."

place we 
the mo-

“I can give y 
had in New 
tel, the woman who called 
made the arrangements for us and thtad 
who were at the meeting," he said.

Billett said he didn’t come forward 
with the information before “because I
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below)

Pair blame FBI i
Star-Telegram Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Two nationally known government 
critics claimed Tuesday that the FBI' should be consid­
ered the prime suspect" in the 1968 killing of civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King Jr.

Mark Lane, an assassinations researcher, and Dick 
Gregory, a comedian turned civil rights activist, made 
the allegations at a news conference to publicize their 
new book, "Code Name ‘Zorro’—the Murder of Martin 
Luther King Jr."

They based their claim on a pattern of evidence either 
already on the public record or found through additional 
research which they say indicates the late FBI director, 
J. Edgar Hoover, wanted King dead.

An FBI spokesman said the bureau would have ‘no ‘ 
comment” on the allegation that it conspired to have 
King killed.

* « *
THE BOOK alleges that:
• Dr. King’s police protection was removed on the 

day of the assassination in a plot that involved city and 
federal authorities.
• An FBI unit in the Atlanta office which was referred 

to as the “destroy King squad” investigated and cov­
ered up the death of King, a Nobel Prize winner.
• King’s convicted assassin, James Earl Ray, who 

pleaded guilty to the murder before publicly recanting 
the confession, was set up as a patsy by unnamed indi­
viduals.

While the book covers considerable material included 
in the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence's report 
last year, it apparently includes some new “findings. ”

The book depicts a “cozy” relationship between the 
Memphis police department and the FBI, including the 
fact that a top police official was a good friend and 
fownercrtieague of Hoover

______________________________________ .
(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper city and state*)

Fort Worth
4A Star Telegram

___ Fort Worth, Texas

“•5/4/77
Edition: looming
Author:

Editor; Jack Butler
Title:

Character:

Classification!
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It afoo says that a 21-year FBI veteran, Arthur Mur­
tagh, recalls that when'King was shot in Memphis, 
agents in the anti-King Atlanta unit expressed delight.
“They got ‘Zorro’ the —,” Lane said of how one top 

FBI official reacted. "They finally got the —.”
* » *

ZORRO, LANE said, was the FBI's code name for 
King.

At the news conference, Lane and Gregory also 
showed parts of a taped interview with Ray, who main­
tained his innocence

Interviewed in his prison cell in Tennessee by Lane, 
Ray said he was coerced into pleading guilty by state 
and federal authorities who threatened to harm his 
brothers if he did otherwise.

That assertion was supported by Jerry Ray, the con­
victed killer’s brother, who said a third brother, John 
Ray, is serving an 18-year sentence for a "bank robbery 
he didn't commit.”

The Lane-Gregory book comes at a time at which the 
beleaguered House Committee on Assassinations ap­
pears to have overcome all congressional obstacles in 
its drive to determine who killed King and former Presi­
dent John Kennedy.

The assassinations panel, plagued by internal bicker­
ing and stiff congressional opposition, secured a $2.5 
million budget last week after trimming its initial re­
quest by $4 million.

THE COMMITTEE lately has taken a low profile 
while it shops around for a new staff director to replace 
Richard Sprague, the controversial former head who 
quit on the eve of an important reconstitution vote in 
March.
jQnajttaffer said the current committee is like a “ship 

without a rudder sailing smooth! y aft er a rou^Trstart:*'
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KING ASSASSINATION. .. Dick Gregory, left, Mark Lane, right, and Jerry Ray, brother of James 
__Eai.Ray, discuss a model of the Memphis, Tenn., motel where Martin Luther King was 

assassinated.
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..-iiL- LU DLL TO , JUNE 1, 1377.

AT APPROXIMATELY 6:45 - :n , u.. - 1, 1377, SAC SEATTLE

no LVU o-LL 'O’ I.) 1713 .-L Tut. i i? fi, . d.ULF AS (X) (5175 

ERNEST LAMQNIGA GO. LA iOHCA ADVISED HE IS NEW S 0 IR1CT3 .

YYa .^Lj, 1535 - 3RD 'W- HU , BATTLE, 'RISTO , TEL.

- .' 3. (LA 3 1^ IDENTICAL W ITH BUFILE 4 6-533 8 7, CAPTIONED 

_n.. I a L J .IGA; DALE CURTIS TOR NO, FAG, 00: SEATTLE.) 

La./j PREVIOUS ASSOCIATION VlThdbhEAU PU UUEL

tjd- X^c\ 70^

Zu4a G^>
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^IlL- R -IC 23 - ■ i . . ii ,1... . ITS . ’S.a? IC,

IS, TL RS'R. A ,3 al . HIL- '-uniI 2 31 THE YARORKI 

_ 3XVILLA, TENNESSEE* LA ‘ORICA PRESENTLY

. J1R 31022 - 4 Si . RR. ... ,. , . , RRT. GTO1 .

LA-JOi'ICA r SI CATES rk KAS n R.aU 01 CAPTIONED CASE

.- > hLiRIRi HE )IO 1OT DEVIOUS ...LRR 0/ IR EXISTENCE Or

"SAO L" TROY A- °0 GJ Y JA R lRL , .- S. HR RV LOPE?

x..ja (-.ilC I J1UATI G THAT SAOUL" IS ACTUALLY (X) HAOUL SA TIRO 

OST Ju Rlii R (a), h . RAT . IT . Ta£ COOPERATION O' RY’S 

ATTO.REY, JACK KERHAU, ..._, Lf, O JR , IS TO i V IT RTIEZ

RRJi A IT.,-. ii . i CJ SLRr A.RR CO, J 10 SUPPOSEDLY 

SCR V ED PR I J CL l. 'R ;. RY.

L AJO SICA FURTHER I DI CAT ED THAT 'HE" THIS I iFORATIR dRkR 

IT .'ILL CAUSE CO SID.RAR ^ FELICITY A® HE HAS. ALREADY RR 

uu.iA.CTr BY I TR lAUO- RUOnK.S AR LEAVES THURSDAY On 1’2 

TO mE RLRVI_.R jY Tai WIO AL RQUIrRi AT LA TR- , R 2 ,

. RiR TO SEATTLE POSSIBLY OH FRIDAY. HE SAID 

RJOXRATELY TWO REREADS AGO HE WAS I TiRvIRED UY RO I iTcb 

GATOR A - OKIARTY (Ph), AID GILBERT FfiOi i . .JRE SiL CT
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>^GE 1 mt.. St 44-5 71 XEA.X

Uj .xllLL 0 a / II JH ’AT IONS U D INDICATED THEY WOULu Lt JUurG:. Pl .

L DNIQA IN r H^ NEAR FUTURE. AT THE TINE OF THIS I NTEAV 1

L '3. ILA j 10 OT HAVt TW AFOH MENT 10’ED INFOi AT ION ON RAOUL

• - . . . SLY I Ml I - ill I . , , J .

I Il - E GRASflB ISMUNITV IRON PmOSlCPTIO j.

LA . 0. ICA * a PUR PO SE I CO MT A CT I NG SEA T T L 1 Fb I VAS TO

MPhClS CO Ct., FOn T.C SAFETY OF HIS f.O '

WHO RESIDE WITH HIS PARENTS

AT 4 a 17 W. RICHARDSON^ PASCO, WASHINGTON, TEL. 54 7-7935.

,.EA >0 j FU.-. Hi SO Ct/.. IS 1 HAT HE iAD HEARD I DIr CCTLY i Al A - 

~aL .» "HIi jA '" R A FAEL 1ART I 'EE ( 0 R EL AT 10 ’ TC nA JUL / til t ■.)

OULD C ; . ui . OR HIS FA'HLY A LOT OF TROUBLE IF THE STORY .-.Ir. 

it SAID KIS .'• JOLLsCE TOLD HIM OF A CO NF ID El'll I AL t <0 

dELIEVEJ ./O, DALL-i , I-KAS, PD OR SO TO Ev.' ORLEANS I .101.

ARTI- .EL WAS DESCRIBED AS A .VERY EXPERIENCED HITMAN.

LA 0 u- ,VL tJ oY SAC OF THE WITNESS PROTECTION PRO- 

J;A. AND T iAi u. SHOULD PROBABLY OTIFY INVESTIGATORS FOR SELECT 

COM ITT Eh. OF hl Fa An . CUI TO CHECK WITH THIS OFFICE UPON 

I ■tZTHR T Hl CO i J '. ID AY.
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FH SEATTLE (44-3,71)

TO DIRECTOR (44-38SSD PRIORITY

DALLAS PRIORITY , ■

KNOXVILLE PRIORITY ‘

MEMPHIS PRIORITY .

® ORLEANS PRIORITY ■

CLEAR '

KURKIN* 00: MEMPHIS*

RE SEATTLE TEL CALL TO BUREAU, JUNE 1, 1977*

AT APPROXIMATELY 6;45 P4., FDST, JUNE 1, 1977, SAC SEATTLE 

RECEIVED CALL FROM I tD I VID UAL IDENTIFYING HIMSELF AS (X) KEITH 

ERNEST LAHONICA <X>* LAMONICA ADVISED HE IS fEVS DIRECTOR WITH 

KTYX RADIO, 1305 - 3RD AVENUE, SEATTLE, VASHIN3T0N, TEL* 

682-2823* (LAMONICA IDENTICAL VITHBUFILE 4 6-53387, CAPTIO® ' 

KEITH ERNEST LAMONICAf DALE CIRTIS TORNO, FAG, 001 SEATTLE.) 

LAHONICA DESCRIBED PREVIOUS ASSOCIATION WITH BUREAU PERSONNEL
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‘&GE TWO ,SE 44-371 t (LEAR

WHILE ASSIGNED AS INVESTIGATIVE REPORTED WITH VH PS RADIO, ' 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AND ALSO WHILE WORKING OH TIE YABLONSKI 

MOWER CASES IN KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE* LAHONICA PRESENTLY 

RESIDES 3102g - 4STH AVENUE SV, FEDERAL WAY, WASHINGTON.

LANONICA INDICATED HE HAS BEEN WORKING ON CAPTIONED CASE 

AID ALTHOUGH IE DID NOT PREVIOUS BELIEVE OF Tl£ EXISTENCE OF 

"RAOUL* THEORY AS POSED BY JANES EARL RAY, HE NOV HAS DEVELOPED 

INFO? MAT ION INDICATING THAT RAOUL" IS ACTUALLY <X> RAOUL SANTIAGO 

ESTEJO MARTINEZ (X), AND THAT VnjHTXE COOPERATION OF RAY’S 

ATTORNEY, JACK KERSHAW, HE, LAMONICA, IS TO MEET WITH MARTINEZ 

THROUGH AN' INTERMEDIARY (X) CLIFF ANDREWS (X) , WHO SUPPOSEDLY 

ERVED PRISON TIME WITH RAY.
' LAMONICA FURTHER INDICATED THAT WHEN THld INFORMATION BREAKS 

IT WILL CAUSE CONSIDERABLE PIBLICITY AN) HE KAS ALREADY BEEN 

CONTACTED BY THREE MAJOR NETWORKS AND LEAVES THURSDAY MORNING 

TO BE INTERVIEWED BY THE NATIONAL ENQUIRER AT LANTANA, FLOR DA, 

ROM WHERE KE WILL RET (UN TO SEATTLE POSSIBLY ON FRIDAY. KE SAID 

APPROXIMATELY TWO WEEKENDS AGO HE WAS INTERVIEWED BY TWO INVESTI­

GATORS NAMES MORIARTY (PH), AH) GILBERT FROM THE HOUSE SELECT
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PAGE THREE SE 44-371 CLEAR ,

COMMITTEE ON A SSI SSI MAT IONS WHO INDICATED THEY WOULD BE SUBPOENAING 

LAMONICA IN THE REAR FUTURE. AT THE TINE OF THIS INTERVIEW 

LAMONICA DID NOT HAVE THE AFOREMENTIONED INFORMATION ON RAOUL . 

MARTINEZ* MARTINEZ REPORTEDLY INDICATED KE WILL TESTIFY ABOUT 

CAPTIONED CASE IF HE CAN BE GRANTED IMMUNITY RON PROSECUTION*

LAMOHICA’S PURPOSE IN CO NT A CT INS SEATTLE FBI VAS TO

EXPRESS CONCERN FOR THE SAFETY OF HIS TWO DAUGHTERS; | 

| WHO RESIDE WITH HIS PARENTS

AT 4817 Vi RICHARDSON, PASCO, WASHINGTON, TEL* 54 7-7935.

REASON FOR HIS CONCERN IS THAT IE HAD HEARD INDIRECTLY THAT A HEW

©LEANS "HITMAN" RAFAEL HART INEZ CKO RELATION TO RAOUL MARTIIEZ)
A WOULD CAUSE HIM OR HIS FAMILY A LOT OF TROUBLE IF THE STORY BREAKS.

J HE SAID HIS NEW SOURCE TOLD HIM OF A CONFIDENTIAL MEMO

EELIEVED FROM DALLAS, TEXAS, PD OR SO TO NEW ORLEANS IN WHICH

’ MARTINEZ WAS DESCRISEO AS A VERY EXPERIENCED HITMAN.

i ,r LAXONICA ADVISED BY SAC OF THE WITNESS PROTECTION PRO-
^ SIAM AID THAT KE SHOULD PROBABLY {NOTIFY INVESTIGATORS FOR SELECT

/ COMMITTEE OF HIS FEARS BUT TO CHECK WITH THIS OFFICE UPON

HIS RETURN THIS COMING FRIDAY.
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