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ABOVE FUR HI SHED FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU FOR REFERRAL 

TO DEPARTMENT* ALL OFFICES HOLD SPECIFIC LEADS IN ABEYANCE 

FENJINS INSTRUCTIONS RON BUREAU 
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SEATTLE r’PJi i THAT KEIT.H ERNEST LAKCMICA IS COGNIZANT 

C? Inc X'dAlG XOV ISIO «S 0 F 7 EPART TIE T OF JUSTICE ORDER • 

(BD & 1Q*2 Rg<&RD W‘WIT^ . ! < . I

.,.^^ "IL lIOX FOR ^OTECTIOt” THAT T X ^OTECTIO1 O' A 

STRESS A O •1E03:.a OF A “ H ..X FAMILY IL A. FEDERAL 

OR i 1 AL PFlOCcDI.c IF A LOCAL 0.1 ,:.;- POLICE LATTER TO 

3 RAILED dY THOSE .AUTHOR 1TIES. _.,vJ?i 10 *8 TO'l HIS POLICY 

■ILL Jc ALLOTS 0 LY UPC J THE FI® I G O' 1 c ASFi 11 T 

AITOR -'EY GO FERAL OF THE CONCERNED DIV ISOL THAT THE



FA-T T O 0. (4 - 71) X '

^0 JL IT LOT ,-lETS ALL OFTiL ,GLLO"IG C 0 IT IC;

<D 1 nt ^. X i 13 A JALIFYIjG WIT ESS I ■' A SPECIFIC 

a - x ..................... . .ri ING OR AFTER AGRAND JURY PROCEED I bG J

G) .vi.. Ct 1 u G.. GO:. I'DI CAT IS THAT THE LIFT OF TEL

Ii _^J i j/v. i :.i OF Al EuEEh OF THE WIT ESS FAMILY OR

£1 G..ULD I- I 1 . 1 IAT' J 10 HARD Y « 0 (5) .VLGrCE

* I iTES IT W ILL BE ADVA

FEU DAL 1 itrttSI FOR THE DEPARTMENT TO PROTECT l u II 'ESS 

3/08 I Fr:ILY0a HOUSEHOLD MEMBER. THIS GROG; STATES

THAI liEwltSTS FOK G0TECTI0N OF A WIT ESS SHALL ct iADE 

n^uG, . . . . UlOh <Y Oh tY A DIVISICL ATTOR :Y

■ THE DEPARThlEOT-* ACCORDINGLY, YOU SHOULD MAKE SIRE THAT 

L/Gu liG IS MVr- i I HAT IF Ht DESIRES TO PIE SUE THIS MATTE*

i. _ x, _ A GIG CT IO PTOSaAL, .,1 SHOULD XTT. .1 mJ

P ifilt U. 3. ATTORNEY AN)/OR THE G-GGlMEbT FOR THEIR 

CONSIDER AT lOt AS 1 J W *tT GR OR OT rL IS A ^AL imWG WITLESS

■ I .ir HtOVt. YOU SHOULD -ALSO A- . i LAMONI CA TO 

ui T f i LOG L L 1 HOL IT I .. 5 0 I T IE FEAR S

£ 1 FOR Hit PERSONAL SAFETY MD THAT OF HIS FAMILY.
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RESETEL J U NE ^2, 1977* , .

SEATTLE INSURE THAT KEITH ERNEST LAMONICA IS COGNIZANT 

OP THE SPECIFIC PROVISIONS OF DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ORDER 

®D 21 10*2 REGARDING WITNESS PROTECT TOIL THIS ORDER STATES 

IRDER "CONDITIONS FOR PROTECT ION"; T HAT THE PROTECTION OF A 

WITNESS AND MEMBERS OF A WITNESS FAMILY IN A FEDERAL , 

CRIMINAL PROCEEDING IS A LOCAL OR STATE POLICE MATTER TO 

E HANDLED BY,THOSE AUTHORITIES* EXCEPTIONS TO THIS POLICY 

WILL BE ALLOWED ONLY UPON THE FIN) ING OF THE ASSISTANT 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE CONCERNED DIV ISON THAT THE
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ROPOSE) WITNESS MEETS &L OF THE FOLLOWING COIOHIONSl 

CD THE PERSON IS A QUALIFYING VJTtESS IN A SPECIFIC 

CASE IN PROCESS OR DURING OR AFTER A GRAND JURY PROCEED!^ J 

C2) EVIDENCE IN POSSESSION. INDICATES THAT THE LIFE OF THE 

WITNESS. AND/OR THAT OF A MEMBER OF THE WITNESS FAMILY OR 

HOUSEHOLD IS IN 1MXEDIATE JEOPARDY AND (3) EVIDENCE 

IN POSSESSION INDICATES IT WILL BE ADVANTAGEOUS.TO THE 

FEDERAL I MEREST FOR THE DEPARTMENT TO PROTECT THE WITNESS 

AND/OR A, FAMILY OR HOUSEHOLD MEMBER# THIS ORDER STATES 

THAT.REQUESTS FOR PROTECTION OF A WITNESS SHALL BE MADE 

THROUGH THE U. S» ATTORNEY OR BY A DIVISION ATTORNEY 

OF THE' DEPARTMENT. ACCORD INGLY, YOU SHOULD MAKE SURE THAT' 

LAMONICA IS ADVISED THAT IF HE DESIRES TO PURSUE THIS MATTER 

LWER THE WITNESS PROTECTION PROGRAM, HE SHOULD CONTACT THE * 

APPROPRIATE U. S. ATTORNEY AN3/OR THE DEPARTMENT FOR THEIR 

CONSIDERATION AS TO WHETHER OR NOT HE IS A QUALIFYING WITNESS 

AS SET FORTH ABOVE. YOU SHOULD ALSO ADVISE LANONICA TO 

NOTIFY THE APPROPRIATE LOCAL AUTHORITIES OF THE FEARS 

IE HAS FOR HIS PERSONAL SAFETY AND THAT OF HIS FAMILY.
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ALL OFFICES CONDUCT W INSTIGATION CONCERNING

THIS LAMONICA ALLEGATION SINCE THIS MATTER KAS BEEN 

REFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT AH) W INVESTIGATION IS BEING 

COfOUCTED UflESS SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED BY THE DEPARTMENT*
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CLEAR 

•MURK IN.

REBUTEL TO SEATTLE, JUNE 3, 1977. *

ON JUNE 3, 1977, KEITH ERNEST LAMONICA LOCATED PALM 

BEACH HAWAIIAN HOTEL, PALM BEACH, FLORIDA, AND AT THIS TIME 

FADE AVARS OF SPECIFIC PROVISIONS OF DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

REGULATIONS CONCERNING WITNESS PROTECTION. THIS INFO IN­

CLUDED WHOM HE SHOULD CONTACT IN EVENT KE DESIRES OR IS 

ELIGIBLE FOR PROTECTION AN) THE HR EE COIDITIONS NECESSARY
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TO QUALIFY. '

LAMONICA ADVISED THAT WHILE HE HAS SOME CONCERN FOR 

PROTECTION, HIS MAIN INTEREST IS TO DETERMINE IF RAFAEL 

MARTINEZ, AN ALLEGED "HIT MAN" IN NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, 

DOES ACTUALLY POSE A THREAT TO HIM. LAMONICA WAS ADVISED 

THAT NO SUCH DETERMINATION COULD BE MADE AN) HE STATED HE 

IS PROBABLY GOINS TO HEW ORLEANS IN THE NEXT SEVERAL DAYS 

AND WILL PURSUE THIS LOCALLY? HOWEVER, CLAIMED HE WOULD 

PROBABLY CONTACT FBI AT ® ORLEANS WHILE THERE. LAHONICA 

CONTENDED HIS INVESTIGATION INTO CAPTIONED NATTER HAS PRO­

DUCED NEWSWORTHY INFORMATION AH) THAT HE INTENDS TO PURSUE 

HIS INVESTIGATION INTO THE ASSASSINATION. < 

ET i
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FM MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUS M) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) IMMEDIATE

JACKSON immediate

S&N ANTONIO .IMMEDIATE

IN CL AS E F T 0 • '

ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH BUILDING. 

SURKIN.

ON AUGUST 18, 1978, GENE BARKSDALE, SHERIFF, SHELBY COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, FURNISHED FOLLOWING:

at APPROXIMATELY 9:15 PM ON AUGUST 17, 1978, AN INDIVIDUAL 

WHO IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS BURGESS AUDIE WILSON TELEPHONICALLY 

CONTACTED SHERIFF BARKSDALE AT THE SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF’S 

OFFICE SUB-STATION, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. WILSON FURNISHED SHERIFF 

Barksdale background information regarding Barksdale and"infor­
mation regarding persons known to Barksdale aS' members or former 
t€®ERS OF THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL GUARD UNIT AT MEMPHIS, 

in which Barksdale has been active for 26 years, wilson related

X- MF#

2.33 X/W ^^
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FAGE TWO ME 44- 1987 SUB M UNCLAS E F T 0 

INFORMATION REGARDING PLACES AND TRIPS HE HAD MADE WITH BARKSDALE 

WHICH INDICATED THAT WILSON WAS ALSO A MEMBER OF THE TENNESSEE 

air, national guard unit at Memphis.
WILSON INFORMED BARKSDALE HE HAD COMMITTED A FAMOUS CRIME- 

THAT,HE WAS THE MAN WHO KILLED DR. .MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

IE RELATED THAT HE WAS THE TRIGGER MAN AND WAS STANDING ABOUT 65 

FEET FROM DR. KING IN A POSITION BELOW THE BALCONY WHERE DR. KING 

WAS STANDING. ABOUT THREE DAYS PRIOR TO THE DEATH OF DR. KING 

WILSON’S DAUGHTER, WHOSE IDENTITY HE DECLINED TO FURNISH, DROVE 

A WHITE MUSTANG FROM KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, TO MEMPHIS, 

TENNESSEE. HE WOULD FURNISH NG INFORMATION REGARDING THE 

STORAGE OR USE OF THIS WHITE MUSTANG AFTER THE MUSTANG REACHED 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. HE DECLINED TO FURNISH ANY INFORMATION 

REGARDING THE CIRCUMSTANCES AND THE EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE 

KILLING OF DR. KING OTHER THAN NOTED ABOVE, BUT STATED THAT 

INFORMATION FURNISHED BY JAMES EARL RAY IS ACCURATE.

WILSON REQUESTED THAT SHERIFF BARKSDALE MEET HIM AT THE 

K)LIDaY INN, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI, AT 9s30 AM, AUGUST 20, 

P78. BARKSDALE WAS INSTRUCTED TO ENTER THE DINING ROOM AT THE 

K)LIDAY INN WITHOUT A coat and that WILSON WOULD' SURRENDER TO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



%G£ THREE ME 44-1987-SUB M E F T 0 

HIM THERE* HE INSISTED THAT BARKSDALE BE ALONE, THAT HE NOT 

BE MISTREATED AFTER HE SURRENDERED AND THAT,BARKSDALE NOT 

INFORM THE FBI, AND IF BETRAYED, HE WOULD NOT SURRENDER. 

WILSON DECLINED TO FURNISH BARKSDALE HIS LOCATION, BUT BARKSDALE 

KLIEVED THAT, IT WAS A LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALL.

AT APPROXIMATELY 11:45 PM, WILSON AGAIN TELEPHON I CALLY

contacted Barksdale and furnished the followins information:
HE had a CLEAR CONSCIENCE, HAD TALKED WITH HIS FAMILY, 

AND WAS READY TO CONFESS TO SHERIFF BARKSDALE ALONE. HE AGAIN 

REQUESTED SHERIFF BARKSDALE TO MEET HIM AT THE HOLIDAY INN IN 

GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI, AT 9:30 AM, AUGUST 18, 1978 IN THE . 

DININS ROOM WITHOUT HIS CO.AT ON AND ALONE. SHERIFF BARKSDALE 

JOINTED OUT TO HIM THAT HE, BARKSDALE, WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY 

MEETING HIM AT GULFPORT AT THE APPOINTED TIME AND REQUESTED 

THAT THEY' ARRANGE A MEETING AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. WILSON 

COUNTERED BY INFORMINS BARKSDALE THAT BARKSDALE WAS A PILOT 

AND HAD ACCESS TO AIRCRAFT At© THAT HE COULD OBTAIN A PLANE AND 

REACH GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI IN A RELATIVELY SHORT PERIOD OF 

TIME. WILSON ABSOLUTELY DECLINED TO MEET WITH BARKSDALE IN 

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. DURING THIS CONVERSATION, WILSON INFORMED 

BARKSDALE THAT HE WAS THEN IN NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, AND THAT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ftGE FOuR ME 44- 1987-SUB M E F T 0 

IE COuLD REACH GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI IN ABOUT ONE AND ONE HALF 

JOURS.

AT APPROXIMATELY 9:45 AM, AUGUST 18, 1978,, REVEREND NOEL 

Fannon, pastor, st. Elizabeth seton catholic church, ocean springs 
MISSISSIPPI, TELEPHONE NUMBER 875-0 65 4, TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED 

ser iff Barksdale and furnished the follow ins information:
REVEREND FANNON WAS IN A CAFE IN OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI 

ON THE MORNING OF AUGUST 18, 1978, HAVINS BREAKFAST. BURGESS 

WILSON APPROACHED HIM AND RELATED INFORMATION INDICATING HE, 

WILSON, Had SHOT DR. MARTIN LUTHER KINS , JR,., IN MEMPHIS, 

TENNESSEE IN APRIL OF 1968. HE INFORMED REVEREND FANNON THAT 

IE WAS TO MEET SHERIFF BARKSDALE AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, 
I 

MISSISSIPPI, and REQUESTED REVEREND FANNON TO FOLLOW HIM TO THE 

KJLIDaY inn.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



T^GE FIVE ME 44-1987-SUB M E F T 0

wilson also talked with sheriff Barksdale on this occasion 
and asked questions regardins the failure of sheriff Barksdale 
IO MEET WITH HIM AT 9:30 AM ON AUGUST 18, 1978, AS HE HAD 

deviously requested, sheriff Barksdale informed wilson that he 
LAD BEEN on DjjTY ALL NIGHT IN CONNECTION WITH THE STRIKE 

INVOLVING THE MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT, AND HAD NOT BEEN ABLE 

10 ARRANGE MATTERS SO THAT HE COULD MEET WITH HIM. BaRKSDALE 
INFORMED WILSON THAT HE WOULD ATTEMPT TO ARRANGE A MEETING 

WITH HIM. WILSON INFORMED BARKSDALE THAT HE WOULD STAY IN THE 

VICINITY OF THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, AND WOULD CONTACT THE 

DESK CLERk AT THE HOLIDAY INN PERIODICALLY IN ORDER FOR 

Barksdale'to arrange to meet with him. wilson furnished 
^.RkSDALE TELEPHONE NUMBER 601-864-4310 AS THE TELEPHONE NUMBER 

OF A HOLIDAY INN HE WOULD PERIODICALLY CONTACT.

Barksdale reported that wilson appeared to be coherent 
and this information was also furnished to Barksdale.by reverend 
Fannon.

Barksdale furnished information obtained from the bureau 
’ OF IDENTIFICATION, SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE, INDICATING 

that BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, FBI NUMBER 879 421 E, WAS ARRESTED 

AT THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERI FF"S OFFICE ON MAY 14, 1964, 

BY THE MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT ON MAY 26, 1964, AND BY THE
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&GE SIX ME 1987-SUB M E F T 0 ,

SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE ON MAY 27, 1554 AND MARCH 24, 

^65, WITH RESIDENCE AT 3612 COVINGTON PIKE, MEMPHIS. WILSON 

WAS ARRESTED BY THE BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS AUTHORITIES ON JUNE 12, 

19 72 FOR CONTEMPT OF COURT DRAWING OUT OF THE CHILD SUPPORT 

QUESTIONED IN BEXAR COUNTY. AT THE TIME WILSON RESIDED AT 1505 

WEST CANYON Lake drive, canyon Lake, TEXAS. his employment 
WAS SHOWN as A JEWELER.

THE FBI FINGERPRINT RECORD INDICATES THAT WILSON IS KNOWN 

AS BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. HE IS A WHITE MALE BORN AUGUST 28, 

P31, aT FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, 5’10" TALL,'155 POUNDS, BROWN 

EYES AND BROWN HAIR. WHEN ARRESTED IN MAY OF 1964, HE RESIDED 

AT 3095 RySRlN ROAD, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE.

DURING CONVERSATION WITH SHER IFF BARKSDALE, WILSON INDICATED 

IE HAS A FATHER-IN-LAW, VERNON HOOTEN, WHO RESIDES AT 3095
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%GE SEVEN NE 44-1987 SUB M E F T 0

R^SkIN road, MEMPHIS, TELEPHONE NUMBER 386-4 628, AND THAT 

his father was formerly pastor at the Hollywood baptist church, 
CHELSEA AND HOLLYWOOD AVENUES, MEMPHIS, AND AT THE CENTRAL 

BAPTIST CHURCH, GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI.

ADMINISTRATIVE: RE MEMPHIS TELEPHONE CALLS TO BUREAU 

SUPERVISOR DREW CLaRK,. AUGUST 18, 1978. SUCOP

MEMPHIS INDICES AND FILES REVEAL BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., 

WAS ELIMINATED AS A SUSPECT IN AN 87 MATTER INVOLVING THE 

TRANSPORTATION OF JEWELRY IN 1973. AT THE TIME, IT 

WAS DETERMINED HE HAD BEEN IN BUSINESS. AS THE NORTH STAR DIAMOND 

CIRCLE, VALLEY HILL MALL, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, FROM EARLY 1971 

TO MIDDLE 1971.

JACKSON AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, WILL CAUSE A REVIEW OF 

RECORDS AT LOGICAL POLICE AGENCIES REGARDING BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, 

JT., FBI NUMBER 879-421 E. , '

SAN ANTONIO AT BEXAR, TEXAS, WILL REVIEW APPROPRIATE RECORDS 

RE IDENTITY OF CHILDREN OF BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., NOTING HE 

WAS BOOKED AT BEXAR COUNTY jaIL JUNE 19, 1972, FOR CONTEMPT OF 

(Dl^T GROWING OUT OF CHILD SUPPORT QUESTION IN BEXAR COUNTY. 

BT
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FM SAN ANTONIO (44- 1242) P

- TO DIRECTOR (44-38861). ‘ IMMEDIATE

MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) IMMEDIATE

JACKSON IMMEDIATE

DALLAS IMMEDIATE

BT

UNCLAS E F T 0

ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRES UNIT, ROOM 89'88, JEH BUILDING.- 

MURKIN.

RECORDS, IDENTIFICATION BUREAU, BEXAR COUNTY JAIL, 

SAN ANTONIO , TEXAS, ON AUGUST 18, 1978, INDICATE BURGESS 

AUDIE WILSON, JR., WHITE MALE, BORN AUGUST 28, 193 1, 

5 FT ,.11 INCHES, BLACK HAIR, &ROWN EYES, BOOKED INTO BEXAR 

COUNTY JAIL JUNE 19, 19 72 ON, CONTEMPT OF COURT OUT OF STATE 

DISTRICT COURT 57 (CASE NUMBER F 248-084). WILSON SERVED 

TWELVE DAYS AND WAS RELEASED JUNE’30, 1972. ' , ,

CENTRAL RECORDS , BEXAR COUNTY DISTRICT COURT, WILL 

NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW UNTIL AUGUST 21, 1378.

ADMINISTRATIVE: RE MEMPHIS TEL, AUGUST 18, 1978.

SAJJ ANTONIO INDICES AND FILES REVEAL BURGESS AUDIE WILSON ,^/ /^y^? ^ 

JR., WHITE MALE , BORN 8/28/31, TEXAS 'DRIVERS LICENSE (TDtl^^^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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NUMBER'79113 i5 EXPIRING 8/20/80, PREVIOUS ADDRESS,

113 MILLS STREET, SAN MARCOS, TEXAS IS SUBJECT OF SAN ANTONIO 

FILE 29-2620 CAPTIONED "BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR.: BF&E”;

.00: SAN ANTO’NIO. WILSON ALLEDGEDLY DEFAULTED ON A $1,000 •

NOTE AT KYLE STATE BANK, KYLE, TEXAS AND .IN A

SECUR ITY AGREEMENT AND FINANCING STATEMENT FILED WITH THE 

HAYES COUNTY DISTRICT CLERK’S OFFICE, WILSON INDICATED THAT 

THE $1,000 NOTE WAS OBTAINED TO PURCHASE CATTLE.

NCIC INQUIRY REVEALED BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR.,

BORN 8/28/3 1 IN MISSISSIPPI, SSAN TDL

, 77911315 WANTED BY NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS POLICE DEPARTMENT AS 

PROBATION VIOLATOR, DATE OF WARRANT 4/18/78.

SAN ANTONIO AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, WILL REVIEW BEXAR

COUNTY D ISTRICT COURT RECORDS RE IDENTITY OF CHILDREN OF BURGESS 

AU) IE WILSON, JR. IN EFFORT TO LOCATE FORMER WIFE FOR INTERVIEW.

AT NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, WILL CAUSE A REVIEW OF RECORDS OF 

LOGICAL POLICE AGENCIES REGARDING BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., 

SSAN

AT SAN MARCOS , TEXAS, WILL CONDUCT DISCREET INQUIRY TO 

DETERMINE IF RESIDENCE OF FORMER WIFE AND FAMILY FOR INTERVIEW. 

BT
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FM SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) P

TO DIRECTOR (44-388G1) I^DIATE 

MEMPHIS <44-1937 SUB ID IMMEDIATE ’ -

JACKSON IMMEDIATE . ’

DALLAS IMMEUIATE ■ , ,

BT " _ ,

UNCLAS E F T 0

ATTN CO INGRES SIGNAL INQUIRES UNIT, nOOM 8988, JEH BUILDING.

MURKIN. , ' ■

RECORDS, IDENTIFICATION BUREAU,' BEXAR COUNTY JAIL,

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, OK AUGUST 18, 1973, INDICATE BURGESS 

AUDIE aiSJK, JR*, WHITE MALE, BOHR AUGUST 28, 1931, 

’ 5 FT, 11. INCHES, BLACK HAIR, BROWN EYES, BOOKED INTO BEXAR

COUNTY JAIL JUNE 19, 1972 ON CONTEMPT OF COURT OUT OF STATE 

DISTRICT COURT 57 (CASE NUMBER F 248-384). WILSON SERVED 

TWELVE DAYS AW WAS RELEASED JUNE 33, 1972* ,

CENTRAL RECORDS , BEXAR COUNTY DISTRICT COURT, WILL 

( NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW UNTIL AUGUST 21’, 1978*

ADMINISTRATIVE: 88 MEMPHIS TEL, AUGUST 18, 1978. .

SAN ANTONIO INDICES ARD FILES REVEAL BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, 
JR., WHITE MALE, BOHN 8/28/31, TEXAS DRIVERS LICENSE (TDLbX^^^-^C
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NTOER 7911315 EXPIRING V2J/B4, PREVIOUS ADLESS,

113 MILLS STREET, SAb HAH COS, TEXAS IS SUBJECT OF SAU ANTONIO 

FILE 29-2623 CAPIIOUB "B^ESS AUDIE i'lLSO^, UK ♦ s BHE"j 

00 : SA’I AHTOUIO. WILSON ALLEGEDLY DEFAULTED Oli A $ 1,203 

®T£ AT KYLE STATE BA IK , KYLE ,-TEXAS AW IK A
SECURITY AGREEMENT AW FINANCING STATEMENT FILED WITH TH£? 

HAYES CO UMI Y DISTRICT CLERK’S OFFICE , VlLSOl/INDICATED THAT

THE S1,030 ®TE WAS OBTAINED TO PURCHASE CATTLE.

UCIC INQUIRY REVEALED BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., 

EORII 3/28/31 TH MISSISSIPPI, SSAH ^^^■ WL 

77911315 VAHT& BY NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS POLICE DEPARTMENT AS 

R03AT ION VIOLATOR , DATE OF WARRANT 4/18/78.

SAN AHTOHIO AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, WILL REVIEW BEXAR

COUNTY DISTRICT COURT nECORDS KE IDENTITY OF CHILDREN OF BURGESS 

IUD IE WILSON, JR. 1H EFFORT TO LOCATE FOKKER WIFE FOR INTERVIEW.

AT NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, WILL CAUSE A REVIEW OF RECORDS OF 

LOGICAL POLICE AGENCIES REGARDING BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR 4, 

SSAN

AT SAN MARCOS, TEXAS, WILL CONDUCT DISCREET INQUIRY TO 

DETERMINE IF RESIDENCE OF FORMER WIFE AND FAMILY FOR INTERVIEW. 

ST
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FM MEMPHIS 

TO DIRECTOR

(44-1987 SUB M )

(44-38861) IMMEDIATE

Dallas imbed ate

JACKSON .IMBED ATE

INCLAS E F T 0 ’ 1 *

ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIREIES UNIT, ROOM 8988 JEH. 

MUR,RIN.

re Dallas tel to bu 8-19-78.

CHIaCaGO TEL , TO BU 8-20-78, NO COPY TO DALLAS. , , ■

FOR INFORMATION DALLAS, ON 8-19-78 DEBRA ANN JONES, BELVIDERE, 

ILLINOIS, DAUGHTER OF BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, ADVISED WILSON FAMILY 

RESIDED .KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI FROM 1964 TO SEPTEMBER, 1968. IN 

1968 HER FATHER Gave HER 1965 white mustang as graduation present. 
SHE NEVER DRIVOVE THIS VEHICLE TO MEMPHIS, TENN. SHE AND HER 

MOTHER , BETTY LOU WADE VISITED HER MATERNAL GRANDFATHER , VERNON - 

HOOTEN, WHO WAS IN -HOSPITAL AT MEMPHIS, AT TIME OF THE KING MURDER. 
THEY USED COMMERCIAL AIRLINE FOR ROUNDTRIP TRANSPORTATION, . DURING 

TIME THEY WERE IN MEMPHIS AREA BETTY WADE TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED HER 

husband, burgess wilson two times in Kansas city where he remained

i J
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F&GE TWO ME 44- WITH HER TWO

WITH HER TWO BROTHERS, STEVEN AND MARK WILSON.

BURGESS WILSON WHO WAS INTOXICATED, TELEPHONED DEBRA JONES ON 

EVENING OF .3-17-78 AND TOLD HER EBI. WAS GOING TO PUT HIM IN JAIL 

FOR THE MURDER OF KING At© THAT FBI HAD GIVEN HIM A POLYGRAPH TEST. 

IE TOLD HER SHE WOULD BE CONTACTED BY THE EBI AND TOLD HER TO SAY 

NOTHING.

MRS. OPAL HOOTEN, MOTHER OF BETTY LOU WADE , CONTACTED 

8-2 0-78 AND UNABLE TO RECALL VISIT OF BOTH BETTY LOU WADE AND DEBRA 

JONES ON OCCASIONS HER HU SB At© VERNON HOOTEN SUFFERED HEART ATTACKS, 

BuT recalls BETTY lou wade visiting ON occasions when both she ahe 
MR. HOOTEN WERE ILL. SHE WAS UNABLE TO FURNISH SPECIFIC DATES 

BUT WILL CHECK. FAMILY MEDICAL RECORDS AND ATTEMP TO ESTABLISH 

SPECIFIC DATES OF MR. HOOTEN’S ILLNESSES.

’ Dallas will recontact betty lou wade regarding visit to Memphis 
tDTED ABOVE and ATTEMPT TO CLARIFY INFORMATION SHE DEVIOUSLY 

FURNISHED REGARD ING LACK OF OWNERSHIP OR ACCESS TO WHITE MUSTANG 

VEHICLE BY WILSON. INTERVIEW STEVEN AND MARK ANTHONY WILSON FOR 

FULL BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND VERACITY OF BURGESS WILSON’S 

/^LEGATIONS THT HE KILLED DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING. DETERMINE 

his whereabouts during critical period of 4-4-gs and whether 
wilson Has history of psychiatric problems, attempt to verify 
information furnished BY DEBRAJ JONES.

HANDLE IMMEDIATELY and advise FBIHQ, MEMPHIS AND JACKSON.

BT.DL 1
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DE JN 

0 191925Z AUG 78 ’ 
RI JACKSON (62-544) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) -IMMEDIATE 

BIRMINGHAM IMMEDIATE

Dallas immediate ! //////all offices via fbihq////////
H)USTON IMMEDIATE

MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) IMMEDIATE

SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) IMMEDIATE 

BT

INCLAS E F T 0

ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, J EH.

MURkIN? 00: MEMPHIS.
FOR. INFORMATION OF HOUSTON, ON AUGUST 18, 1978, GENE BARKSDALE, 

SHERIFF, SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, ADVISED THAT ON THE NIGHT OF 

AUGUST 17, 1978, HE RECEIVED TWO TELEPHONE CALLS FROM BURGESS AUDIE 

WILSON. WILSON, WHO WAS FORMERLY IN THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL 

GUARD UNIT AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, WITH BARKSDALE, INFORMED THE 

SHERIFF THAT HE HAD KILLED DR. .MARTIN LUTHER KING IN 1968 AT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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MEMPHIS; THAT HIS DAUGHTER DROVE A WHITE MUSTANG FROM KANSAS CITY, 
MISSOURI, TO MEMPHIS THREE DAYS PRIOR TO RING’S DEATH, AND WISHED 

TO SURRENDER TO BARKSDALE AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI. 

4?RANGEMENTS WERE MADE FOR WILSON AND COMPANION REVEREND NOEL 

Fannon, pastor, st. Elizabeth seton catholic church, ocean springs,. 
MISSISSIPPI, TO APPEAR AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI, 

AT 6:30 PM ON AUGUST 18, 1978, AT WHICH TIME THEY WERE TO BE CON­

TACTED BY SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE. WILSON WAS CON­

TACTED BY SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE; HOWEVER , HE DECLINED 

TO DISCUSS INFORMATION REGARDING THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN, 

LUTHER KING WITH THEM.

BURGESS. AUDIE WILSON, JR., AKA BILL WILSON, WAS ARRESTED BY 

OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, POLICE DEPARTMENT, 7:35 PM, AUGUST 18, 

P78, based on probation violator warrant dated april 18, 1978, 

ISSUED BY NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, POLICE DEPARTMENT. WILSON PRE­

SENTLY ■ INCARCERATED OCEAN SPRINGS POLICE DEPARTMENT. OCEAN SPRINGS 

POLICE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, 

POLICE DEPARTMENT, AND THE LATTER DESIRES HIS RETURN TO TEXAS.

WILSON CONTACTED AM, AUGUST 19, 1978, BY FBI AND FURNISHED 

HOLLOWING BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE 3 JN 62-544 UNCLAS E F T 0 .

HE VAS BORN ON AUGUST 28, 193L , AT FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, AND 

RESIDED WITH HIS FAMILY AT GOLDEN,, MISSISSIPPI, UNTIL 1936, WHEN 

THEY MOVED TO ELDRIDGE, ALABAMA, WHERE HE VENT TO SCHOOL UNTIL THE 

EIGHTH GRADE AND THEN WENT TO CARBON HILL, ALABAMA, HIGH SCHOOL, 

WTIL 194 7.

ON MAY 2, 1947, HE ENTERED U. S. AIR FORCE AND VAS DISCHARGED 

p5O. AFTER BEING OUT OF THE AIR FORCE FOR APPROXIMATELY EIGHT 

MONTHS, HE VAS RECALLED INTO THE KOREAN WAR UNTIL HE WAS GIVEN AN 

HONORABLE DISCHARGE FEBRUARY, i960.

HE AND HIS WIFE, BETTY LOU VILSON, MOVED TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 

FOLLOW ING , HIS DISCHARGE AND WORKED FOR PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE COMPANY 

TOR APPROXIMATELY ONE YEAR. AFTER LEAVING PRUDENTIAL, HE OPERATED 

a laundry and cleaning business in Memphis, during this time he was 
^SO IN THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL GUARD.

HE LEFT MEMPHIS, VENT TO GRAP©VIEW, MISSOURI, WHERE HE BECAME 

A CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYEE IN THE AIR FORCE RESERVE AND REMAINED WITH 

WE RESERVE UNTIL 1970. ALSO, ROM 1966 UNTIL 1970, HE OPERATED A 

JEWELRY STORE BUSINESS.

IN 1970, HE AND WIFE BETTY WILSON MOVED TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE,

and opened a jewelry business in Bartlett, Tennessee, in addition

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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TO JEWELRY BUSINESS, HE BUILT ALUMINUM STORAGE BUILDINGS, BUT IN 

JlWE, 19 70, HIS BUSINESS WAS DESTROYED BY A TORNADO.

HE THEN WENT TO SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, AND BECAME EMPLOYED BY 

AIR FORCE RESERVE AS A FLIGHT ENGINEER. HE ALSO OPERATED A JEWELRY 

STORE IN SAN ANTONIO UNTIL 1974, A® AT THIS TIME HE AND HIS WIFE, 

PETTY, WERE DIVORCED. HE THEN MOVED TO MOUNTAIN HOME, ARKANSAS, 

OPENED A JEWELRY STORE., AND MARRIED AVIS LEA HUNTER. HE WAS MARRIED 

TOR APPROXIMATELY SIX MONTHS AND THEY WERE DIVORCED. SHE NOW 

RESIDES AT 1010 HICKORY HILL LaNE , HERMITAGE, TENNESSEE. HE THEN 

WENT TO COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, WHERE HE WORKED IN THE GUBERNATORIAL 

CAMPAIGN FOR GOVERNOR CLIFF FINCH, while IN COLUMBUS, HE MARRIED 

^TRICIA SHI ND At A OF STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI. .DURING THE GUBERNA­

TORIAL campaign it was suggested he tell people he was a retired 
COLONEL and AN EX-PRISONER OF WAR* HE LEFT COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, 

JANUARY, 1976, WENT TO- TYLER, TEXAS, AND STAYED WITH LARRY HUGHEY, 

A FRIEND. HE WENT TO TEXAS FOR PURPOSE OF CLEARING UP SOME CHARGES 

AGAINST HIM AT NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS. HE WENT TO DALLAS, TEXAS, 

TO SEE A FRIEND, AND WHILE THERE CALLED HIS SON, AND SHORTLY THERE­

AFTER POLICE ARRIVED AND ARRESTED HIM ON CHARGE OF NON CHILD SUPPORT 

CN a WARRANT,ISSUED FOR HIM AT CLEVELAND, TEXAS. HE WAS RELEASED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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TO AUTHORITIES FROM NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, WHeW HE FLED GUILTY TO A 

CHARGE OF THEFT BY CHECK At© RECEIVED A SENTENCE OF EIGHT YEARS, 

IROB.aT.ION. HE THEN STAYED IN VICINITY OF NEW BRAUNFELS WHERE HE 

WAS INVOLVED IN CONSTRUCTION WORK. HE HAD AN ALTERCATION WITH AN 

EMPLOYEE AND WAS ARRESTED FDR VIOLATION OF HIS PROBATION BUT WAS 

RELEASED A COUPLE OF WEEKS LATER. HE CONTINUED WORKING AROUND NEW 

kaunfels and was again arrested for possession of stolen merchan­
dise, BUT THE CHARGES WERE LaTER DROPPED. HE CONTINUED IN CONSTRUC­

TION BUSINESS AND MARRIED JO ANN CHILDRESS AND WAS DIVORCED AFTER 

THREE MONTHS. IN JANUARY, 1978, HE DEPARTED FDR HOUMA, LOUISIANA, 

AND WORKED FOR LOUISIANA OFF-SHORE CATERERS UNTIL APRIL, 1978, 

WHEN HE WENT TO WORK FDR GULF COAST CATERERS OF NEW IBERIA, 

LOUISIANA, WHERE HE REMAINED UNTIL THE END OF JUNE, 1978. HE 

CAME TO OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, AND OPENED A JEWELRY SHOP AND 

RESIDED at Twin PINES APARTMENTS IN ocean SPRINGS FOR THE FIRST ' 

THREE WEEKS THEN MOVED TO ROUTE 6, BOX 387. , .

• WILSON IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

burgess audie wilson, jr., aka bill; dob august 28, 193L;

ROB FULTON, MISSISSIPPI; 5 FEET 11 INCHES; 170 POUNDS; BROWN EYES;

gray hair; social security number high school graduate;

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



^GE 6 JN 62-544 yNCLAS E F T 0 ,

MILITARY SERVICE, u. S. AIR FORCE, 1947 - i960; FATHER BURGESS 

AUDIE WILSON, SR. (DECEASED), GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI; MOTHER MITTIE 

DALE (DECEASED); STEPMOTHER LILLIE MAE WILSON (DECEASED), GRENADA, 

MISSISSIPPI; BROTHER ALLISON TOWERS WILSON, REFORM, ALABAMA; 

SISTER LYDA MC GaHEY, 2002 EAST EIGHTH AVENUE NORTH, COLUMBUS, 

MISSISSIPPI; SISTER CHRISTI NE Q UNTHOR PE , FULTON,' MISSISSIPPI; ’

EX-WIFE BETTY LOU WILSON WADE, BURLESON, TEXAS; EX-WIFE AVIS LEA ■ 

HJNTER, 1010 HICKORY HILL LANE’, HERMITAGE, TENNESSEE; EX-WIFE ' 

IATR ICIA SHINDALA, STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI (BELIEVED KILLED IN 

(AR ACCIDENT); EX-WIFE JO ANN CHILDRESS, 113 MILL STREET, SAN ■ 

IfcRCOS, TEXAS; DAUGHTER DEBORAH ANN JONES, HUSBAND CHARLES, 

BELVEDERE, ILLINOIS; SON STEVEN WAYNE WILSON, BURLESON, TEXAS;

SDN MARK ANTHONY WILSON, BURLESON, TEXAS. ,
BIRMINGHAM REQUESTED TO INTERVIEW ALLISON TOWERS WILSON, ' 

BROTHER , REFORM, ALABAMA.

D'ALLAS INTERVIEW BETTY LOU WILSON WADE, EX-WIFE, BURLESON, 

TEXAS, AND SONS STEVEN WAYNE .WILSON AND MARX ANTHONY WILSON. IF 

N)T ALREADY DONE, ASCERTAIN WHEREABOUTS OF DEBORAH ANN JONES, 

Daughter, for immediate interview, who is reportedly residing in 
EITHER BELVEDERE OR BELLVIEW, ILLINOIS.
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HOUSTON REVIEW POLICE RECORDS AT £®bA®, TEXAS , FOR FULL 

DETAILS OF NON CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT ISSUED BY THAT DEPARTMENT 

Gainst wilson.
MEMPHIS INTERVIEW AVIS LEA HUNTER, JEX- WIFE.

SAN ANTONIO INTERVIEW JO ANN CHILDRESS, EX-WIFE, AND ALSO 

REVIEW RECORDS AT THE AIR FORCE RESERVE CENTER.

ALL OFFICES INTERVIEW RELATIVES OF WILSON FOR FULL BACKGROUND 

information and veracity of his allegation that he killed dr. 
martin Luther king, determine bis whereabouts during the critical 
PERIOD OF APRU 4, 1968, AND IF WILSON MAY HAVE HAD A HISTORY OF 

PSYCHIaTR IC PROBLEMS. ALL LEADS SHOULD BE HANDLED IMMEDIATELY 

AND keep FBIHq, MEMPHIS, AND JACKSON APPRISED.

INTERVIEW OF BURGESS AUDIE WlLSdN, JR., CONTINUING AT 

OGEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, CONCERNING ASSASSINATION. 

BT
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%N ANTONIO (44-1242) IMMEDIATE 

BT ■ ,

UNCLAS E F T 0 

attention congressional inquiry UNIT 
MURkIN? 00: MEMPHIS. ' .

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., INMATE, OCEAN SPRINGS CITY JAIL, 

OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, WAS INTERVIEWED BY FBI AGENTS, AUGUST 

19, .1978, REGARDING HIS ALLEGED KNOWLEDGE AND INVOLVEMENT IN THE 

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING AFTER HAVING WAIVED HIS 

RIGHTS, AND HE FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

WILSON ADVISED. THAT THE TIME PRIOR TO THE MURDER OF MARTIN 

LuTHER KING, HE WAS LIVING IN GRAN)VIEW , MISSOURI, IN A HOUSE ON
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BYERS ROAD WITH HIS WIFE, BETTY LOU, AND HIS THREE CHILDREN, 

DEBORAH, STEVE, AND MARK* HE WAS IN THE AIR FORCE RESERVE AND ALSO 

CPERATED A JEWELRY STORE.

IN THE COURSE OF HIS JEWELRY BUSINESS, HE MET A WHITE MALE 

ITALIAN WH3 WAS IN HIS LATE SIXTIES AND WAS APPROXIMATELY 5 FEET 9 

INCHES TALL, WEIGHED APPROXIMATELY 230 pounds, and who operated a 
JEWELRY TRADE SHOP ON WALNUT STREET. HE STATED THAT THIS WHITE 
mLE INTRODUCED HIM TO ANOTHER WHITE MALE ITALIAN BY THE NAME OF 

MITCH (LNU), WHO WAS IN HIS MID FIFTIES AND WAS APPROXIMATELY 

5 FEET JO INCHES TALL, AND WEIGHED APPROXIMATELY 190 POUNDS, WHO 

&D BLACK, WAVY HAIR AND HAD SOME CONNECTION WITH A BONDING 

COMPANY, AND ALSO MITCH’S BROTHER, NAME NOT RECALLED, WHO FIT THE 

aME PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION AS MITCH, BUT WHO HAD NUMEROUS CUT SCARS 

on his face.
HE STATED THAT MITCH STARTED DELIVERING JEWELRY TO HIM FOR 

THE PURPOSE OF HAVING THE STONES REMOVED FROM THE FITTINGS. HE 

STATED MITCH USUALLY MET HIM AT A BaR ON WALNUT STREET WHICH WAS 

RUN BY A WHITE FEMALE AND IT ALSO APPEARED THAT MITCH MIGHT HAVE 

BEEN A PART OWNER OR HAD AN INTEREST IN THIS BaR. HE STATED THAT 

DyE TO THE VOLUME OF JEWELRY THAT MITCH WAS BRINGING TO HIM, HE

i
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ASrED MITCH ABOUT IT, AND MITCH ADVISED HIM THAT IT WAS STOLEN 

JEWELRY. MITCH TOLD HIM, HOWEVER, THAT HE, WILSON, WAS IN AS DEEP 

AS HE, MITCH, VAS AND THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO CONTINUE WORKING WITH 
MITCH. ' HE STATED THIS RELATIONSHIP WITH MITCH CONTINUED UNTIL 

1970. a

HE STATED THAT MITCH BROUGHT UP THE, IDEA OF KILLING KING AND 

SAID THAT THERE WAS A $50,000 CONTRACT ON HIM. HOWEVER, HE NEVER 

$ ID WHO PUT OUT THE CONTRACT BUT SAID THAT HE COULD GET THE MONEY 

FDR WILSON IF HE KILLED KING.

WILSON STATED THAT MITCH VAS WELL AWARE OF HIS, WILSON’S, 

THOUGHTS CONCERNING KING A® THE BLACK CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, IN 

THAT HIS father, WHO WAS A PASTOR OF THE central BAPTIST CHURCH AT 

Grenada, Mississippi, died of a heart attack which he, wilson, 
THOUGHT WAS CAUSED AS A RESULT OF RACIAL TENSIONS AT GRENADA 

BOUGHT ON BY THE FORCEFUL INTEGRATION OF HIS FATHER’S CHURCH.

WILSON stated that APPROXIMATELY FIVE OR SIX MONTHS BEFORE 

XING’S MURDER, HE STARTED GATHERING INFORMATION ON THE MOVEMENTS, 

HABITS, AND WHEREABOUTS OF KING.

WILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAD A RED AND WHITE BONANZA AIRPLANE, 

REGISTER NUMBER 34L,'AND A CESSNA 310 TWIN-ENGINE AIRCRAFT, WHICH
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