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WAS BLUE and WHITE, WHICH PLANES HE USED TO FLY TO DIFFERENT PLACES 

WHERE KING WAS SUPPOSED TO BE. HE STATED THAT HE RECALLS GONG TO 

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA; TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI; JACKSON, TENNESSEE; ' 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA; AND GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA. HE STATED THAI 

while at tupelo, Mississippi, he stayed in the ramada inn and 

BELIEVES THAT IN THE OTHER PLACES HE VISIEED HE STAYED IN HOLIDAY .

: INNS. ■

HE STATED THAT MITCH FURNVHEDD HIM A JAPANESE SNIPER RIFLE.

HE STATED THAT HE KEPT THE RIFLE AND THAT JUST BEFORE CHRISTMAS OF 

175, HE HAD II REWORKED AT A GUNS HOP IN COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, ON 

FOURTH STREET ACROSS FROM A BANK. HE STATED THAT THE LAST KNOW­

LEDGE HE HAD OF THE RIFLE, HIV OLDER SON, STEVEN WAYNE WILSON, HAD 

THE R.IFLE AND A SHOTGUN BUT HAD TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD SOlD II.

MR. WIL,VON ADVISE THAT THERE WAS A GARBAGE VIRUS IN PROGRESS 

AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AND THAI MITCH CALLED- HIM AT HIV STORE IN 

GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI, AND TOLD HI:M THAT KlG WAS OOPIG TO MEMPHIS > 

for a Rally and' instructed wilvon to co me io Memphis where he was 

TO MEET TWO MEN AI THE WONDER BAR LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF SUMMER 

avenrie and white station road. ■

MR. WILSON ADVISED THAI HE FLEW TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, IN THE
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bonanza aircraft and landed at an airport just north of raleigh, 
TENNESSEE. HE STATED THAT THE AIRPORT WAS OPERATED BY A LONG-TUEE’ 

ACQUAINTANCE of his who had attended a church which was pastured 

BY W-ULDN’S FATHER IN THE PAST. WILSON STATED THAT HIS DAUGHTER, 

DEBORAH, PICKED HIM UP AT THE AIRPORT IN HER 1965 WHITE MUSTANG, 

WHCHWILSON Had PREVIOUSLY BOUGHT FOR HER and WHICH was REGISTERED 

in his name in Missouri.
HE ADVISED THAT DEBORAH AND HER MOTHE, BETTY LOU, WERE 

STAYNG AT THE RESIDENCE OF WILSON’S FATH8RIN-LAW,, VERNON HOOTEN, 

3 09.5 RISKIN ROAD, MEMMHHS, TENNESSEE. HE STATED THAT HOOTEN HAD 

HAD A HEART ATTACK AND THAT HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTER WERE TEMPORARILY 

STAYNG AT THE HOOTEN RESIDENCE.

WLS5ON ADVISED THAT HE WENT TO THE WONDER BAR AND WHILE HAVING 

A DR INK TWO WHITE MEN APPROACHED HIM, ONE HAVING AN ACCENT SIMILAR 

TO A PUERTO RICAN.

THE TWO WHITE MALES FURNIHEDD HIM WITH FBI CREDENTIALS, WHICH 

HE STATED HAD A BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPH OF HIMSELF ON IT, 

and they took him and showed HIM WHERE KING was to hold the Rally. 
THEY THEN TOOK WILSON TO A HOTEL ON SOUTH MAIN STREET NEAR BEALE 

STREET AND TOOK HIM TO A ROOM ON THE THIRD FLOOR. THEY TOLD HIM
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HE WAS TO BE IN THE CROWD AT THE RALLY AND THAT A DECOY SHOT WAS TO 

BE FIRED AND THAT HE WAS THEN TO SHOOT. THEY SAID THAT KINS HAD A 

HABT of raising his arms over his head when he was makini a speech 

and that The second time that he did so, the shots were to be fired.
WILSON STATED that ON THE DAY OF THE MURDER HE WAS IN THE 

ROWD STAND.NG3 NEAR A WOOD FENCE APPROXIMATELY 60 FEET FROM WHERE 

king was standig and that when king Raised his arms the second 

TIME HE SHOT HIM. t

MR. WILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAD THE RIFLE WHICH HE USED STRAPPED 

TO HIS BELT UNDER A SUIT OaT AND ATTACHJD) TO HIS BELT ON A SWIVEL. 

HE STATED THAT THE BARREL PROTRUDED FROM BELOW HIS COAT BUT NO ONE 

QUESTIONED HIM CONCERNING IT. HE SAID THAT HE. HAD PRACTICED A 

great deal SWIVELIN3 THE RIFLE and FIRING IT.

HE ADVISED THAT AFTER THE SHOOTING, HE WAS STOPPED BY THE 

MEMPHIS POLICE, BUT HE SHOWED THEM THE CREDENTIALS, AID THEY LET 

HIM GO, AND HE TALKED ON DOWN THE STREET APPROXIMATELY TWO BLOCKS 

TO WHERE HE HAD LEFT THE MUSTANG PARKED. HE ADVISED THAT HE GOT II 

THE MUSTAG AND DROVE BACK TO THE HOOTEN RESIDENCE, AND HIS 

daughter, Deborah, then took him to the airport, and he got his 
RANE and flew back TO KANSAS CITY. HE STATED THAT THE AIRPORT
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THAT HE USED WAS ON THE KANSAS SIDE ON THE HIGHWAY TO OLATHE, 

KANSAS. HE STATED THE AIRPORT WAS RUN BY (FNU) FISHER. HE ALSO 

STATED THAT HE HAD PURCHASED THE BONANZA AIRCRAFT FROM FISHER.

WILSON ADVISED THAT APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK BEFORE THE MURDER, 

MITCH GAVE HIM $25,000 IN $20 BILLS, AND FOLLOWING THE MURDER, 

MITCH GAVE HIM ANOTHER $25,000, AT WHICH TIME HE GAVE THE 

credentials back to. mitch.

1 WILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF JAMES EARL RAY

Having been involved in the conspiracy.

THE ABOVE INFORMATION REFLECTS COMPLETE DETAILS OF INTERVEEW

’ WITH WILSON. „ / ‘

WILSON HAS SIGNED EXTRAAITION PAPERS, AND EXTRADITIN’ IN 

PROGRESS BY LOCAL AUTHHORTIES.

APPROPRIATE RECIPIENTS REQUESTED TO REINTTERVEEW RELATVEES OF 

WILSON IN AN EFFORT TO RESOLVE INCONSSTEENCESS CONCERNING HIS 

APPEARANCE IN MEMPHIS ON APRIL 4, 1968.' .

consideration should be given to allowngg two agents from 

NEMPHIS DIVISION WHO ARE THOROUGHLY FAMILIAR WITH THE MURKIN 

MATTER TO REINTERVEEW WILSON CONCERNING HIS ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN 

THE-ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHERR KING AND ALSO INTERVEEW
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BY POLYGRAPH OPERATOR FROM MEMPHIS DIVISOON

BT

FOR ANY CORRECTIONS PLESASE CONTACT JACKSON
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T-L An who wAs r- HIs LaTe sT.n^

, and HIS three children.

THE AIR FORCE RESERVE -VO ALO

•■IE—, HE met a white male

-ND was APPROXIMATELY 5 FEET 9

inches t-ll, weighed approximately 230 pounds, and who OPERAT'D A

’EwELRY TRADE SHOP O" w-LCT STREET. ' STATED THAT THIS WHITE

EM„.. r.TODOED him To ANOTHER WHITE male ITALIAN BY THE •'/' of 

'TCh (LIO. who was I- HIS MID fifties and was approximately

5 FEET 10 INCHES T-LL, and WEIGH'D APPROXIMATELY 190 POUNDS, who 

had BUCK, WAVY HIP A-D had SOME CONNECTION WITH - BO-DIG 

CM-Y, AND also mito^s BROTHER, ^E ^T RECALLED. WHO FIT TH' 

s-ME PHYSICAL DtSCRPTICI AS 'ITCH, BUT W^ had NUMEROUS -CT SCAR 

■ I US F-C'.

. HE STAT'D TH-T MITCH START'D DELIEPI^ JEWELRY TO h' ^Or 

THE PURPOSE OF Ha/IG THE STONE'S REMOVED FRO' THE FITT-GS, £ 

STATED MITCH USUALLY '.t him -t a Bar o- w-LNUT STREET WHICH was 

BY - WHITE FEMALE --d it -LCO appear'd th-T MITCH -GHT HAVE 

<!' - parT owner or had -i PTer-sT I" THI-BAK. HE st-V TH-T 

"E TO THE VOLUME OF JEWELRY THAT ’'ITCH WAS BRIGIG TO H', HE
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IE WAS TO BE IN THE -O'? AT THE R-LLY AND PAT A DECOY SHOT WAS 
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That HE U ED was ON THE KANSAS "DE ON the HI-WaY TO OLATHE, 

va SAS. HE STATED THE AIRPORT ’I" rUN BY (W!) >J SHE'HE aLO 

STATED THAT HE MAD PURCHASED THE bo a^a aI'CR'ET FROM H'DER.

VlLlN ADVISED THAT APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK "O^ THE MURDER, 

mtch gave him $25,000 IN $20 BIEL". AND followig THE murder, 

•'ITCH GAVE HIM another $25,'W0, AI WHICH TIME HE GAVE THE 

CMDINTUSS Back TO MITCH.

wILSON .ADVISED THiT HE HAL NO KNOWLEDGE OF JAME S' EiRL RaY 

H-Iiw BeE' EVOLVED I' the d^^^TICy.

THE above I FORMATION REFLECTS com^IeETE DETAILS OF I'TF'VIEW 

WITH WLSO' .

wILSON has sg-ed extra DTIon PAPER’, and EXTRiDITIN’ N 

PROGRESO BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES.

IPFRORIATE RECIPIENT" REQUESTED TO REITTERVIWJ RELiTIED OF 

WLG' IN IN e?FOrT to RESOLE T'’CO'LItTecISG CONCERNING HIS 

APPEARANCE IN Memphis O' APRIL 4, ’9 6'.

CONSIDERATION SHOULD bi GIVI' TO ALL0”IG two agents from 

'MEMPHIS DIHGOON WHO ARE THOROUGHLY SIMILAR WITH THE MUREIN 

MATTER TO REr-TERVlEw wILSON CONCERNING HI" ALLEGED 'VOL'/EMiNT IN 

TH" ississiNiTir. OF D'. MARTI'' LUTHER ^DG VD ALSO rTfRVIBw
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HTTI CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988 JEH. .

MJRXIN. ' .

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPES TO BUREAU AUGUST 18, 1978, NO COPIES 

TO BIRMINGHAM OR DALLAS.

FOR THE .INFORMATION OF BRRMINHHAM AID DALLAS, OI AUGUST 18, 

$78, gene Barksdale, sheriff, shelby county, tein., advised that on 

THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 17, 1978, HE RECEIVED 2 TELEPHONE CALLS 

FROM BURGESS AUDIIE WILSON. WILSON, WHO WAS FORMERLY II THE 

TENNESSEE AII NATIONAL GUARD UNIT AT MEMPHIS, TENN., WITH _ 

BARTLE, INFORMED THE SHERIFF THAT HE HAD KILLD DI. MARTIN . 

LUTHER KUN II 1968 AT MEMPHIS ; THAT HIS DAUGHTER DROVE A WHITE MUS­

TANG FROM KANSAS CITY MISSOURI, TO MEMPHIS 3 DAYS PRIOR TO KING’S 
DEATH HID WISHED TO SURRENDER/TO (h’O
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BARKSDALE AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, MISS. ARRANGEMENTS WERE 

MADE FOR WILSON AND COMPANION REV. NOEL FANNON, PASTOR, ST. ' 

ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS, MISS., TO APPEAR 

at THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, MISS., AT 6:30 PM ON AUGUST 18, 

D78, AT WHICH TIME THE:Y WERE TO BE CONTACTED BY SPECIAL 

GENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE. WILSON WAS CONTACTED BY SPECIAL 

GENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE; HOW WE EV VER, HE DECLINED TO DISCUSS 

INFORMATOON REGARDING THE ASSASSINATOON OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING 

WITH THEM. '

ON AUGUST 18, 19 78, VERNON AND OPAL HOOTEN, 3095 RUSKIN 

RD, Bartlett, tenn., the former fathie?-in-law and mother-inlaw 
OF WILSON, FURNISHDD THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: .

WUS0N AND THEIR DAUGHTER BETTY LOU, A3E 47, WHO NOW 

RESIDES WITH HER PRESENT HUSBaD) KEITH WADE AT 233 SMITH ST., 
BURLESON, TEXAS, WERE MARRED IO THE 1940’S AND THE MARRIAGE 

WAS TERMINAEDD BY DIVORCE IO ABOUT 1972 OR ^973. THE WILSONS 

HAD 3 CHILDREN, DEBORaH ANN, AGE 28, WHO NOW RESIDES WITH HER ’ 

HUSBAND CHARLIE JONES IN BELLEVIEEW, ILL., SPECIFIC ADDRESS 

NOT KNOWN; STEVEN, AGE 26, AND MARK ANTHONY, AGE 21, BOTH OF
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WHOM RESIDE IN BURLESON, TEXAS, SPECIFIC ADDRESSES UNKNOWN.

WILSON HAS ONE BROTHER AL WILSON, WHO RESIDES IN REFORM, ALA.,,

AND 2 SISTERS, LYDA MC NaHA, WHO RESDES IN REFORM, ALA., 

AND CHRISTINE WILSON, MARRIED NAME NOT kNowN, WHO RESIDES IN 

FULTON, MISS. HIS PARENTS ARE DECEASED.

BURGESS and BETTY LOU WILSON RESIDED II MEMPHIS, TENN., \

AI VAR IOUS TIMES, SPECIFIC PERIODS OF TIME NOT RECALLED i AT

KANSAS CITY, MO., AND CANYON LAKE, TEXAS. THEY MOVED TO

KANSAS CITY, MO, II 1963 FROM MEMPHIS WHERE THEY OPERATED A , 

JEWELRY STORE. BETTY LOU WILSON LEFT BURGESS AT KANSAS CITY 

AFTER THEY Had RESIDED THERE 2 OR 3 YEARS and RETURNED TO MEMPHIS. 

WHILE RESILDIN -IN KANSAS CITY, MO,.BURGESS PURCHASED A WHITE . 

. MUSTANG AUTOMOBILE FOR HIS DAUGHTER DEBORAH. THE HOOTENS ARE

OF THE OPINION THAT THIS WHITE MUSTANG AUTOMOBILE WAS NEVER 

TRANSPORTED TO MEMPHIS, TENN. AFTER BETTY L.OU AND THE CHILDREN 

LEFT KANSAS CITY AND RETURNED TO MEMPHIS, BURGESS FOLLOWED 

and the family resided in Memphis as a family unit for a year 

BR 2 BEFORE MOVING TO CANYON LAKE, TEXAS. THE MARRIAGE WAS , 

TERMINATED IN CANYON LAKE, TEXAS, BY DIVORCE II ABOUT 1972 OR
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D73. BURGESS WILSON WAS SELDOM GAINFULLY EMPLOYED BUT DID 

FROM TIME TO TIME ATTEMPT TO OPERATE JEWELRY STORES AND WATCH 

REPAIR SHOPS.

ON THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 17, 1978, VERNON HOOTEN’ RECEIVED A 

TELEPHONE CALL FROM BURGESS AUDIE WILSON AT APPROXIMATELY “

, 8:00 PM. WILSON ASKED GENERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THE HEALTH AND 

WELFARE OF THE HOOTENS AND REMARKED THAT HE RESIDED IN NEW " 

ORLEANS, La. WILSON FURNISHED NO OTHER PERSONAL DATA REGaRDNG 

HIMSELF AND THE PHONE CALL WAS TERMINATED AFTER THE LAPSE OF A 

FEW MINUTES. ON AUGUST 18, 1978, VERNON HOOTEN TALKED WITH HIS 

SON JAMES HOOTEN, WHO RESIDES AT 2081 ST. ELMO, MEMPPIS, AND HIS 

SON INFORMED HIM THAT .BURGESS WILSON HAD ALSO CALLED HIM ON 

THE EVENNGS OF AUGUST 17, ^978. WHILE WILSON WAS TALKING WITH 

EITHER JAMES HOOTEN OR HIS WIFE MA IE, HE REMARKED THAT HE HAD 

KILLED DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING IN 1968. JAMES AND MARIE HOOTEN 

ARE OF THE OPINION THAT WILSON WAS EXAGGERATING AND DO NOT BELIEVE 

that he IN FACT particiateed in the assassination of dr. king.
THE HOOTENS DESCRIBED WILSON AS A VERY HEAVY DRINKER; 

HOWEVER, THEY POINTED OUT THAT WHEN DRINKON HE TALKS COHERENTLY
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and his .movements do not give evidence that he is intoxicated, 

he i:s a boastful talker and often makes exaggerated statements 

in an effort to impress people who are listening to him. he 

HAS in the past been physically’abusive toward his wife and 

CHILDREN and on one OCCASION held HIS FORMER WIFE’S head under

.water ][N THE BATHTU3 FOR a CONSIDERABLE period of, time, he . 

HAS made THREAT'S TO KILL VERNON HOOTEN aND' HIS FORMER WIFE BETTY 

LOU WILSON. ON ONE OCCASION HE CHECKED IN THE VETERANS 

ADMINISTRATION (VA) HOSPITAL AT MEMPHIS, TENN., DATE NOT 

RECALLED, and complaiedd of a heart attack; however, medical ’ 

EXAMINATION revealed no heart problem, on another OCCASION HE 

checked in at the va hospital and complaieed of a crippled leg 

and again medical examination revealed nothin was wrong with 

HIM. VERNON HOOTEN BELIEVES THAT WILSON WOULD FALSEL.Y CONFESS 

TO a CRIME in ORDER TO HAVE A PLACE TO SLEEP AND EAT IF HE WAS 

IN NEED OF FOOD and SHELTER, in the opinion IF THE HOOTENS, 

WILSON IS A COMPULSIEE LIAR AND BOTH ARE IF THE OPINION THAT HE 

HAD NOTHIN WHATSOEVER TO DO WITH THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. 

martin Luther king, they cannot recall specifically where he
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RESIDED IN 1968 BUT ARE OF THE OPINION THAT HE DID NOT MAINTAIN 

A RESIDENCE IN MEMPHIS AT THAT TIME. THEY DO NOT KNOW WHETHER 

HE EVER OWNED OR POSSESSED A GUN OR OTHER WEAPON BUT ARE OF THE 

PINION THAT HE DID NOT. ,

ON AUGUST 18, 1978, JAMES HOOTEN, 2081 ST. ELMO, MEMPHIS, 

TENN., FURNIsEDD THE FOLLOWIG INFORMATION:

ABOUT 9:30 PM ON AUGUST 17, .1978, BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, 

commonly KNOWN aS BILL WILSON, CALLS) JAMES hooten statin .he 

WAS CALLING FROM CANYON LAKE, TEXAS. HE MADE GENERAL INQUIRIES 

REGARDING THE HEALTH AND WELFARE OF JAMES HOOTEN AND HIS WIFE 

marie, and then he requested hooten to call shelby county, 

TENN., SHERIFF GENE BARKSDALE FOR HIM. HOOTEN QUESTIONED HIM 

REGARDING THE NATURE OF HIS REQUEST, AND WILSON TOLD,HIM HE HAD 

TELEPHONED BARKSDALE ON THE EVENING OF AUGUST 17, ^978, AND 

HAD AN APPOITMMETT WITH HIM ON AUGUST 20, 1978, PLACE NOT 

STATED. HE INFORMED HOOTEN HE HAD CALLED BARKSDALE AND WAS 

MEETING WITH HIM TO SURRENDER HIMSELF BECAUSE HE SHOT AND KILLED 

dr. martin luther king in 1968. he wanted hooten to.call sheriff 
Barksdale for the purpose of confrimigg his, wilsoits, identity
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AND THE APPOINTMENT. HOOTEN REFUSED) TO HD NOR .WILSON’S REQUEST 

and QUESTIONED HIS SINCERITY REGARDIG3 his olaim, for,both the 

KILLNG aid THE APPOINTMENT WITH THE SHERIFF. WILSON INSISTED 
HE HAD KILLED kNG AND STATED HE HAD MET WITH SHERIFF BARKSDALE 

PERSONALLY^ABOUT 2 WEEKS PREVIOUSLY. HE TERMINATED THE CALL 

WHEN HE REALIZED HOOTEN WOULD NOT CALL THE SHERIFF AS HE 

requested. •

ACCORDING TO HOOTEN, WILSON IS AN EXTREMELY HEAVY DRINKER. 

IE. FEELS THAT WILSON WAS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL .WHEN 

ALLED AID THAT HIS HEAVY CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL HAS HAD AN 

ADVERSE EFFECT ON HIS MIND. WILSON WAS AT ONE TIME PLACED II AN 

UNKNOWN HOSPITAL II TEXAS BY HIS SON, STEVEN, TO HAVE HIM 

TREATED FOR ALCOHOLISM. HOOTEN IS OF THE OPINION THAT WILSON 

HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THE ASSASSINATOIN OF DR. KING BUT DUE 

TO THE MENTAL DETERIORATOON OF HIS MID MAY BELIEVE HE DID. .

HOOTEN IS NOT CERTAIN BUT BELIEVES WILSON WAS NOT IN THE 

MEMPHIS AREA AT THE TIME DR. KING WAS KILLED.

Dallas will contact betty lou wade at 233 smith st., 

BURLESON, TEXAS, AND OBTAIN ALL PERTINENT BACKGROUND INFORMATION
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REGARD IG BURGESS AUD DIE WILSON AS WELL AS THE ADDRESSES OF WILSON’S 

CHILDREN DEBORAH ANN, STEVEN, AND MARK ANTHONY-. STEVEN AND '

MARK ANTHONY WILSON SHOULD BE INTERVIEWED FOR INFORMATION 

available TO them regardin BURGESS eilson and appropriate 

leads SHOULD BE SET FORTH REQUESTS INTERVIEW OF DEBORAH ANN 

WILSON JONES, BELLEVIEW, ILL.

THE BIRMINHAaM OFFICE WILL INTVRVIW LYDA MC GAHA AND AL 

WILSON AT REFORM, ALA., AND OBTAIN ALL PERTINENT INFORMATION 

RE BURGESS EILSON FROM HIS BROTHER AND SISTER.

JACKSON WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW CHRISTINE 

wilson, married name not known, at fulton, miss., and develop 

AlL pertinent background-information re BURGESS WILSON. , •

ALL OFFICES INTERVIEW RELATIVES OF WILSON RE VERACITY

OF HIS ALLIGATIONS AND PRESENCE II MEMPHIS DURING THE * 

OR ITICAL’ PERIOD (APRIL 4, 1968) AND IF WILSON HAS HISTORY 

OF psychiatric problems.

, , all offices note these leads should bv given EXPEDITE ’ 

ATTENTION. ,

BT ‘
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B^KSDAL- AT THE HOLIDAY INN, SULFp-rT , ■ --. arrangements WERE 

MD F-R WIRT ANO aMP'-IOY rev. ’OIL FANNON, PASTOR. ST.

ITM-TH 'ETON CATH-4.IT church. OCEAN -PUNOS, '•■is-., TO appear 

4 THE. HOLIDAY INN, SULFp-RT, ■ “., AT '>« PM ON AUGUST 1., 

D78, at WHICH TIME THEY WERE TO BE CV'actid BY -PECLL.

G-NTS OF The .y-o-on office. wil-on was contacted by SPECIAL 

GENTS OF THE ,’aC^ . OFFICE; HOWEVER, HE DECLINED TO DIDI'S 

r'88MTioN regarding the a--a--v;atinn of dr. martin luther -tnc 

WITH THEM. .

ON AUGU-T 18, 19 7 8, VERNON AND OPAL HOC-TEN, 3 09 5 RU-KN 

rd, Bartlett, ti n, the former FATHER-rLLWv and ■-rH’;..?-r.LLW 

OF "L-OI, FURMH-D THE FOLLOWIG information’:

W.-O’ and THEIR DAUGHTER BETTY LOU, AGE 47, WHO NOW 

RSI^S WITH H-R RE-ENT hu-BaH k-ith WADE aT D33 -TTH -Ti , 

BURL-SOi , TEXT.-, -RD MARRIED ii THE 1D9D’D AND THE maR-TS- 

WAS T iI"Fd by divorce ii about 1D72 OR 1973. THE WIL-Oi- 

HAD 3 CHILDREN, DEBOR-H -iI, aGE D8, WHO i-W RESIDES WITH HER 

H-B8D CH'GLH JONES I’ BELLEVIEW. ILL., -p-OIHC address 

DT kIOwN; -TEV-n, aS- 26, and ma-k -iTH-IY, AG- 21, BOTH of
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WHOM RESUE I".BURLESON. TEXAS, SPECIFIC ADDRESSES unknown. 

wILson has one Brother al VILCO", who resits* in reform, ala., 

and 2 SISTERS, LYTa MC GaHa, WHO RESIDES IN REFORM, ALA., 

a'. CHRISTINE WILSON, MADRID) "AMf not KNOW, WFQRESTIE' I' 
PVTO' *TS. HIS paREnt-s are deceased.

Burgess and betty LOU NILSON RESTED I" MEMPUS, TE""., 

AT various times, specific periods of tm "ot recalled, at 

KANSAS CITY, mo., and CANYON Lake, TEXAS. THEY MOVED TO 

YD’SAS CITY, mo, in 19 63 FROM mcm^js where THEY OPERATED A 

jEweLRY STORE. BETT' LOU VlLSO" LEFT BURGES'' AT KANSAS CITY 

aFTeR They had resued there , OR 3 YEARS and Returned TO MEMPHIS. 

WHILE RESIDING I" KANSAS CITY, NO., BURGEss PURCHASED A WRITE 

M1STTG AUTOMOBILE for his DAUGHTER DEBORAH. THE HOOTEN' ARE 

OF THE Opinion that THIS WHITE MUST'S AUTOMOOILE was "EVER 

Transported to Memphis, ten". after’ietty lou and the children 

LEFT KANSAS CITY A"D RETURNED TO MEMPHIS, BURGESS FOLLOWED 

a". the family BESTED i" MEMPHIS AS A FAMILY U"T for a YEAR 

Or 2 LEUPP MOVIG TO CANYON UK", TEXAS. THE marrite was 

■TR’INaTD I" CANYON L*KE, TEXAS, BY DIVORCE I" ABOUT 1972 OR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Page four (ME ^-1987 SUB I) U’CLAS - FTO 

P?D buRGESS WILSON was SELDOM GAINFULLY EMPLOYED BUT DI' 

FROM TV'S TO TIME ATTEMPT TO OPERATE JEWELRY STORES a’d WATCH 

REPAIR shops.

On THE NIGHT 0" AUSUST 17, 197^ VERNON HOOTEN RECEIVED A 

TEL-PrOo caLL FROM b.jrgesc aUDT wILSO’ APPROXIMATELY 

;::00 pm. 'WILSON asked GENERAL QUESTION’S ABOUT THE HEALTH AND 

WELFARE OF THE HOOTENS AND R-mark-D THAT HE RESIDED I’ “EV 

ORLEANS, LA. wILSON FURNISHED NO OTHER personal daTA R-Ga'DIG 

HIMSEL~ A’D the PHONE call was T-RUINaT-D AFTER THE Laps- OF a 

nV MINUTES. O’ AUGUST 1 , 1978, VERIO’' HOOTEN TaL^TD WITH HIS 

SDN James HOOTEN, DIO Resides .t -TH ST. -L*0, MEMPHIS, AND HIS 

SON INFORMS HIM THAT BURGESS NILSON HAD ALSO CALLED IM ON 

TiE EVTNND OF AUGUST 17, 1978. WHILE’ 'WILSON vAs TALkID WITH 

EITHER JAMES HOOTS’ OR II’ -WIFE MARIE, HE R-MaRX-D THAT HE HAD 

KILL'D D'. M.?7 IN LUTHER DD I’ 1968 JAMES A’D MARIE HOOTEN 

AR- of Tie OPINIO- THAT WILSON NAS TXAGGTRaTN'D AND DO NOT BELIEVE 

THAT I- IN FACT rARTlCIPTTDD I’ THE ASSASS’A^TINU OF DR. KING.

TIE HOOTENS D-SCRIB-D WILSON as a VERY I-aVY DRIVER? 

IDwFVe, THEY POINTED OUT THAT WIT’ DRIFT'S HE Talks COHERENTLY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE -IVE (Me 44-1X7 SUB M) U-XaS E FTI

AX hIS movements do not give, evidence that he is intoxicated. 

HE IS A BOASTFUL TALKER XD OFTEN -^^3 EXAGGERATED STATEMENT- 

I AN ’-FORT TO IMPRESS PEOPLE WHO ARE LITEOU”- TO HIM. HE 

HAS I- THE PAST been PHYU ALLY ABUSIVE TOW'RD HIS WIT AND 

CHILRT AND ON ONE occasion HELD HIS FORMER yl-E’SHXD UNDER 

water IN th’ bathtub for a considerable period of time, he

its -ADE THREATS to kill VERNON HOOTEN AID HIS .-ORMER mT-e BETTY 

LX '’LXI. O' one OCCASION HE check’d in THE VETERA^ 

m NSISTxTII'’ (VA) HOTITX AT MEMPHIS, TEH., DATE NOT 

RECALLED, and compliedD OF A heart attack; HOWEVER, medical 

extinction revealed no heart problem, o- another occasion he 

checked IN AT the VA hospital and' co-xaieed of a crippled les 

and again medical examination revealed nothin was wrong with 

HM. vet-on HOOTEN BELITES THAT WILTON WOULD FALSELY CO-FESS 

TO A CRIX II ORDER TO HAVE A 'PLACE TO ~lEEP AID EaT I- HE WAS 

II NEED OF FOOD and SHELTER. II THE OPr’III O- the HOOTENS, 

wILON IS a C'M.-pnn’F IIX aid BOTH ARE OF THE OPPT' THAT HE 

Had NOTHIN whatsoever TO DO WTi THE ASSASSINATION OF DT. 

-ATIN LUTHER KING. THEY GMOT RECALL -PEd-KALLY WHERE HE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAG. SEVEN (!> 44-1987 SUB M) UN/L-S E FT I
AND the VPOrTME’.T. HOOTEN RE1UFD TO HO ’O - wR-ON’- request 

and QUESTIONED HIS -ICERITY ReG-DIG ;I- 'CLAIM FOR BOTH THE 

KILL NG and THE -PPI TM.NT WITH THE SHERIFF. WILSON -FITTED 
HE h-D k!LL:d k-g a’"" STATED HE h-d m.T w^ 'HEJ'F sa^TJaLE 

PERSONALLY -SOOT 2 weeks PREVIOUSLY. HE terminated the call 
WHEN HE ReaLIed) WOTE: 'WOULD NOT CALL THE SHERIFF AS he 

REQUESTED.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I ' rE 4.-19 87 •. d uNCLaS -:'"
I'. BURGES- au'I- ^L'"" 'S WELL as TH aDHESS^ of mils — 

’-/"■' ■■, 'T-VEN, A'D MARK ANTHONY. •'-;-. . and

a anTo-y •.!„■, should .■•!■':.-’'-■'■ for infoh<ion

•V IL'BL ' TO TH-' ,...,.•■., B-r;~:S WIL'"- VD app-DPIA'-

L '•' • ovd BE SET FOHTH ?~Q"Estvo PTErvEw of d-bO-aH ann

■ IL " .O' ', B-LL s’-, 'LL. '

T- Bl.ir.'-AM "‘HL WILL I-TE-VH LYDA ■: .aHa and aL

■ IL-O" 'T - R. A.', a-d OBTAIN 'LL PE-TP"';' I't-sa'I""

-- bu-g so wILon ~OM HIS BROTHER AND sit--.

J'KS" WILL •■/'-■•TT TO locate and PT-'R/TW "H T-Tp-

■IL " . ■AR-rD I'M- not KNOW , at FULT"', ms:., AND d-veLO 

LI. • ’ent B'c^LCenD rFORMATIO’- -E BURGES WILSC' .

ALL "-I:-' I-T-E.-W RELATIVES OF vILSC' RE veracity

. 7 HI' LL E'TIL ■ ' • •- ■ I - ■■ MP^- du I. THE 

ETTAL ?E'KD csjl 4, 196 ) ad if WJLSOI H'S HI^ORV 

"7 B'-YCrlAn IE P-OBL - me.

'LL O7FIO-S -OT- TH-S- LEadS SHOULD B- ./’E -X-DIT?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



HO 002 2 3 315 5 73

8 Ho OL ME JN

OE HO

0 2 115557 AUG 78

TO WSTONV«2^861)<^^

Dallas immediate

MEMPHIS (44- 1987) (SUB M) IMMEDIATE

JACKSON (62-544) IMMEDIATE

ST

UNCLaS
ATTENTIONS CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES-HNIT, ROOM 8938. EJH.

--,—<442689))------------^T8
'“WRwIN; 00: MEMMHHS. \mu^in- Ma '"■ ( ■ /o-<*

RE JACKSON TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, AUGUST 19, 1978;

HOUSTON TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, AUGUST 20, 1978.

ON AUGUST! 2 1, 1978, THE FOLLOWING PERSONS AT THEIR 

RESPECTIVE AGENCIES WERE CONTACTED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS 

8NCERNIGG THE ISSUANCE OF A NON-CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT OR ANY 

TYPE °F CIVIL OR CRIMINAL PROCESS CONCERNING A BURGESS 
AlDI^WlLSON, JR.:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO HO 44-1509 UNCLaS

. 1. GLENN JONES, CITY judge, CLEVELAND, TEXAS;

2. louis hough, secretary for jack kartell,

• county attorney, liberty county, Texas; ,
3. LOUISE MORRIS, CLERK, LIBERTY COUNTY DISTRICT 

court, LIBERTY COUNTY, TEXAS;

4. NELL WHITTIG3T0N, IDENAIFIAATONN DIVISION, ‘ 

LBERAY COUNTY SHER IFF” S OFFICE, LIBERTY, TEXAS.

FOR INFORMATION, THE SUBJECT MAY HAVE BEEN REFERRNG3 AO 

LEBURNE, TEXAS, RATHER THAN CLEVELAND , TEXAS,, INASMUCH AS 

LLEBURNE IS RELaTVEELY CLOSE TO DALLAS WHERE SUBJECT WAS 

ARRESTED ON THE NN)N-CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT.

OUAdFor HAUSfSNAATCCEBVELAND^W^ ‘

JACKSON TELETYPE TO DRRECTOR, AUGUST 19, 1978.

BA

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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page Two HO 4 -1509 UNCL^

1. glenn Jones, city jd-e, Cleveland, Texas:

2. LOUIS HOUGH, SECRETLY FOR J^ KARTELL, 

county attorney, liberty gouty, Texas:
3. LOUIE MOR U', CLERk, LIBERTY COUNTY DISTRICT 

COURT , LEETY IOKTY, TEXAS;

4. tell wHTTT-TOE IDETTIHAtHON div is on,

LIBERTY SOOTY SHE IFF’ ' OFFICE, LIBERTY, TEXAS.

FOR IOOrOTIIO, THE OBJECT MAY HAVE BEEN REF-EOIO TO 

.LOURNE, Texas, RATHER THa' CLEVELAND, TEXAS, O'-OO AS. 

LOWE IS RELATIVELY CLOSE TO DALLAS WHERE OBJECT WAS 

RR OO On ThE -'O'-OIL^ SUPPORT WARRANT.

.AOI.: Tlm-E TO orator, august 19. 1978

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FI-3<5 (^2-14-74)

FBI l
D- 8/19/78

Transmit the followuig in
(Type in plaintext or code)

fm Dallas
TO DIRECTOR (44-3886!) PRIORITY l^

MMpHIS (44-1987) PRIORITY^

JACKSON (INFO) 20
SAN ANTONIO (INFO) ft5S

BT

UNCLAS EFT 0

ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988 JEI. MURKIN.

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPES TO BUREAU 8/18/78 AND SAN ANTONIO

TELETYPE TO BUREAU 8/18/78.
ON 8/19/78 BETTY LOU WADE, 233 SMITH RD. BURLESON, TEXAS WHO 

IS FORMER WIFE OF BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, STATES SHE WAS MARRIED TO 

WILSON ON 4/4/68 AND CAN POSITIVELY STAT'S WILSON WAS AT GRANDVIEW, 

MISSOURI, THAT DATE AND COULD SOI HAVE BEEN IN MEMPHIS TENN, 

AS HE IS CLAIMING. SHE SAID THEY RESIDED AT AN UNRECALLED 

ADDRESS ON HERRICK ST. AND WILSON HAD A JEWELRY BUSINESS AT 

THE KATZ DRG STORE IN GRANDVIEW., MISSOURI. WADE SAID MR. KaTZ 

subsquently sold the drug StoRe AND the B^mss WAS MOVED TO 

BELTON, MISSOURI, WHERE IS WAS ESTABLIHED IN A SMALL SHTppIGG

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD36 (Rev...2-14-7’4.)

Transmit the followuig in

FBI
Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Precedence)

BASE TWO DALLAS UNCLAS E F T 0

WADE SAID WILSON NEVER OWNED OR HAD ACCESS TO A WHITE 

MUSTANG VEHICLE AND HER DAUGHTER DEBRA ANN JONES NEE WILSON 

NEVER DROVE ANY VEHICLE FROM KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, TO MEMPHIS, 

TENN. , ON OR ABOUT 4/4/68.

WADE ADVISED SHE HAS BEEN DIVORCED FROM BILSON FOR OVER 

5 YEARS. SHE SAID WILSON HAS EXPERIENCED MENTAL PROBLEMS FOR 

YEARS and SHE DESCRIBED HIM as A ’’LAAR and CON ARTIST WHO CAN’T 

DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN TRUTH AND FANTASY”. SHE SAID HE DEFINITELY 

NEEDS MEDICAL HELP.

WADE SAID SHE HAS RECEIVED NUMEROUS THREATENIN3 AND HARASSING 

TELEPHONE CALLS FROM WILSON OVER THE PREVIOUS 5 YEARS AND HAD HIM 

ARRESTED AT CELBURN, TEXAS IN 1976 FOR N)N-CHILD SUPPORT 

AND HARASSMENT. SHE said WILSON WAS COMMITTED TO A HOSPITAL AT NEW 

BRAUNFELS, TEXAS IN 1974-1975 FOR HIS UNSTABLE MENTAL CONDITION. 

WADE STATES WILSON ALWAYS CARRIES A 38 CAL. PISTOL AND SHE WOULD 

CONSIDER HIM DANGEROUS.

SHE FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING LIST OF WILSON’S RELATIVES WHO CAN 

SUBSTANT IaTE HIS MENTAL COGNITION: SISTERS, LYDA MCGaHEY, 2 002 EAST 

8H AVE. NORTH, COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, TELEPHONE NUMBER 327-

Approved: ..... „,„„, ..............    Sent M Per...... . .. .......................
Special Agent in Charge

’ GPO ; 1975 O - 590-992

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



fD^R^2-14-74"

FBI
Date:

Transmit the following in ^.......,....,^^— ........ .
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via-
(Precetenee)

PAGE THREE DALLAS UNCLAS EFTO

1141, CHRISTINE GUNTHORP, ROUTE 1 BOX 36, FULTON, MISSISSIPPI; 

BROTHER, ALLISON VILSON, REFORM, ALABAMA; CHILDREN, STEPHEN 

WAYNE VILSON, 3117 LIVIGSOON, FORT WORTH, TEXAS, TELEPHONE 

NUMBER 923-9414, MARK ANTHONY WILSON, 5 14 SOUTHEAST GARDENS, APT. 

^2, Burleson, texas, tel.ephone number 295-2854, debra ann jones, 

2 62 8 NEWBURG RD. LOT NUMBER 106 AT BELVDERE, ILLINOIS, TELEPHONE 

NUMBER 543-9734.

DALLAS INDICES SEARCH NESaTIVE RE WILSON.

FURTHER LEADS BEIG LEFT TO THE DISCRETONN OF MEMPHIS.

BT

Approved:  ------ - ------ ---------------------------- -- , Sent .„„,..„.-„...-..,......,..,,^,.M Per -.,..,.- .,..,.,,.....:—
Special Agent in Charge

CPO:J775 <?»09O9»92

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DO 888-231194 7Z ,

PP HQ ME JN SA . ,

' DE DL

P 19194 77 AUG 78FM DALLAS .

TOD SECTOR (44-38861) PRIORITY 

MEMPHIS (44-1987) PRIORITY 

JACKSON (INFO) 

SAN ANTONIO (INFO) 

BT ' • ' ‘

UNCLaS EFTI ,

ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 89'88 JEH. MURKIN. 

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPES CO BUREAU 8/18/78 AND SAN ANCTNIO 

TELETYPE TO BUREAU 8/18/78.
ON 8/19/78 BETTY LOU WADE, 733 SMITH RD. BURLESON, TEXAS WHO 

IS FORMER WIFE OF BURGE:SS aRDIE WILSON, STATES SHE WAS MARRIED TO 

WILSON ON 4/4/<$8 AND CAN POSITIVELY STATE WILSON WAS AT GRANDVIEW, 

MISSOURI, THAT DATE AND COULD NOT HAVE BEEN IN MEMPHIS, TENN., 

AS HE IS DaIMING. SHE SAID THEY RESIDED AT AN UNRECALLED 

ADDRESS ON HERRICK ST. AND WILSON HAD A JEWELRY BUSNNESS AT • , 

THE KATZ DRlG STORE IN GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI. WADE SAID MR. KATZ 

subsquently sold the drug store and the business was MOVED TO

ELTON, MISSOURI, WHERE IS WAS ESCaBLIHED IN ,A SMALL SHOPPNGG . 

CENTER UNDER THE NAME OF WILBUR'S JEWELRY.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Pine .TWO Dallas unclas eft o

wade said WILSON NEVER OWNED OR HAD ACCESS TO A WHITE 

MUSTANG VEHICLE and HER DAUGHTER DEBRa ANN JONES NEE WILSON 

NEVER Drove any VEHICLE FROM KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, TO MEMPHIS, 

TENN., ON OR ABOUT 4/4/68. . ’

wade advised SHE Has been divorced FROM WILSON for over

5 YEARS. SHE said WILSON HaS EXPERIENCED MENTAL PROBLEMS FOR 

Years and she described HIM AS a "liar and con artist who cant 
differentiaee between truth and fantasy”. she said he definitely 
needs medical help. .

wade said she Has received numeRous threatening and harassing 

TELEPOINE CALLS FROM WILSON OVER THE PREVIOUS 5 YEARS AND HAD HIM 

ARRESTED at CELBURN, TEXAS II 1976 FOR NON-CHILD SUPPORT

and harassment, she said wilsoi was committed to a hospital at new 

BRAUNFELS, TEXAS II 1974-1975 FOR HIS UNSTABLE MENTAL CONDITION. 

wade STaTESwILSON ALWAYS Carries a 38 CAL. PISTOL AID SHE WOULD 

CONSIDER HIM DANGEROUS. ■

SHE FURNISEDD THE FOLLOWIG3 LIST OF WILSON’S RELATIVES WHO CAN 

SUBSTANTIATE HIS MENTAL COllITIOI: SISTERS, LYDA MCGAHEY, 2002 EAST 

8TH AVE.'NORTH, COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, TELEPHONE NUMBER 327-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



page three Dallas unclas efto ’
H41, CHRISTINE GUNTHORP, ROUTE 1 BOX 36, FULTON, MISSISSIPPI; 
BROTHER, ALLIOON WILSON, REFORM, ALABAMA; CHILDREN, STEPHEN ‘ 

WAYNE WILSON, 3117 LIVIGGOON, FORT WORTH, TEXAS, TELEPHONE 
NUMBER 923-9414, MARK .ANTHONY WILSON, 514 SOUTHEAST GARDENS, APT.

132, BURLESON, TEXaS, TELEPHONE NUMBER 295-2854, DEBRA, ANN JONES, 

2628 NEwBURG RD. LOT NUMBER 106 AT BELVDERE, ILLHOIS/’TELEPHONE 

NUMBER 543-9734. 1

DALLAS INDICES SEARCH NEGATIVE RE WILSON.

FURTHER LEADS BEIG LEFT TO THE DISCRETION OF MEMPHIS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Date:

Transmit the follownig in
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

FM DALLAS (44-?649) RUC
TO-DIRECTOR (4 4-3 88 6)) IMMEDIATE 220/2
MEMPHIS (4 4-19 8 7 SUB M) IMMEDIATE 2-2-30
JACKSON IMMEDIATE 22452 
BT

INCLAS EFT 0

ATTN: CONCESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH.

MUR IN.

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR 8-20-78.

BETTY LOU WADE RECONCATED 8-20-78, AND STATES VISIT TO MEMPHIS

TO SEE VERNON HOOTEN, BAPTIST HOSPITAL, WAS SEVERAL WEEKS AFTER KIN

MURDER

WADE CONFIRMS WILSON BOUGHT DAUGHTER A CREAM COLORED MUSTANG

IN FEBURARY 1968, BUT SAYS HE NEVER DROVE VEHICLE ON ANY TRIPS 

TO HER KNOWLEDGE. SHE ALSO RECONFIRMS THAT WILSON WAS AT HOME IN 

GRANDVIEW, MO. AT TIME KIN MURDERED. SHE STATED THAT SHE HAS NEVER 

HEARD WILSON MAKE ANY STATEMENT THAT HE KILLED MARTIN 

LUTHER KING.

STEPHEN WAYNE WILSON SAYS HE WAS 15 ON 4-4-68, AND RECALLS 

SEENN OF KlfNS DEATH ON TV AT HOME IN GRANDVIEW, MO. HE CONFIRMS 

father burgess audie wilson was also home at that the. states tha '

Poroved: 2T An MILL NYKD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Special Agent in Charge



FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

FBI
Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Prece&inee)

PAGE TWO DALLAS 44-2649 UNCaSI FT 0
STEPHEN WILSON CONFIRMED SISTER OWNED 19 65 MUSTANG AND FATHER 

DROVE IT ON OCCASION BUT DOES NOT RECALL HE EVER DROVE IT TO MEMPHIS 

TENNESSEE. 1

describes father as alcoholic with serious mental problems. 

SAID HE PLACED FATHER IN ALCOHOLIC REHABILITATION C.INIC AT SAN 

ANTONIO, TEXAS FOR 3 - 4 DAYS IN JANUARY 1976 TO DRY HIM OUT. 

father lived with him for brief time afterwards and would drink 

CONSTANTLY AND DO ANID SAY CRAZY THINGS. SAYS NEVER HEARD 

FATHER EVER MAKE STATEMENT that HE KILLED MARTIN LUTHER KING.

MARK ANTHONY WILSON INTERVIEWED 8/20/78 ANID STATED FATHER 

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON IS A VERY SICK MAN AND POSSIBLY INSANE. 

SAYS HIS FATHER COULD NOT HAVE KILLED DR. KING SINCE TO THE BEST 

OF HIS RECOLLECTION BURGESS WILSON WAS AT HOME IN GRAND VIEW, 

MO. ON THAT DATE. THINKS MOTHER AND SISTER VISITING GRANDMOTHER 

AI MEMMPHS, TENN. AND FATHER WAS HOME WITH HIM AND BROTHER STEPHEN.

Approved:™.------- -—Sent...,,,------- ------------------- _M Per------- ------------- —
Special Agent in Charge

®O;1»7SO.SO>9I92

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FM (Rev. 2-14-74)

FBI
Date:

Transmit the following jn,.,.....,...........,,.,.,..,..*^
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via„„...._..^
(Precectenee)

PAGE THREE DL 44-2649 UNCLaS EFT O

WILSON DECRIBES FATHER AS HABITUAL LIAR AND ALCOHOLIC WHO 

"WOULD WALK AROUND THE TRUTH TO TELL A LIE." SAYS FATHER HAS 

ALWAYS wanted to be someone important and has expressed the 

opinion numerous times that the whole world is crazy and he is 
THE ONLY sane PERSON IN IT. STATES FATHER WAS PRIVATE PIL.OT 

at one time and did have bonanza aircraft while they lived at 

(Randview, mo. confirms sister has cream mustang and father drove 

IT ON OCCaSONN but NEVER TOOK IT OUT OF TOWN.

HE SAYS HE LAST SAW HIS FATHER IN SAN MARCUS, TEXAS IN JANUARY 

1978 WHEN STEPHEN AND HE HAD DINNER WITH THEIR FATHER. SAID HE 

SEEMED TO BE DOING OK AND NO INDICATION OF ANY PROBLEMS AT THAT TIME. 

SAYS HE NEVER HEARD HIS FATHER MAKE ALLEGATION THAT HE KILLED MARTIN 

LnTHER king. 
BT '

#

Approved: — -------- ---------------- - Sent..... „ .„y „,„,,.,.,..,—.....,■,..,„, M Per,.................,^^
Special Agent in Ch-aj-ge

, GPO ; 1975 O- 590-922

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



3

n.0889 2322204Z ’

s 8 ho me jn. •
DE DL '

0 212045Z AUG 7 8 . ‘ '

FM Dallas (44-2649) Ruc "

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) IMMEDIATE

MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) IMMEDIATE

JACKSTN immediate

BC .

UNCLAS EFTO . ,

ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH. 

'MUrIN. ■ . ' •

' RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE CO DIRECTOR 8-20-78. '

BETTY LOU WADE RECTNCaCED 8-20-78, AND STATES VISIT TO MEMPHIS 

TO SEE V^NON HOOTEN, BAPTIST HOJSPTaL, WAS SEVERAL WEEKS AFTER KING 

MURDER. •

. WADE CONFIRMS WILSON BOUGHT DAUGHTER A CREAM COLORED MUSTAG 

N FEBURARY 1968, BUT SAY'S HE NEVER DROVE VEHICLE ON ANY TRIPS 

TO HER KNOWLEDGE. SHE ALSO RECTNFRMMS THAT WILSON WAS AT HOME IN 

GRANDVIEW, MO. AT TIME KING MURDERED. SHE STATED THAT SHE HAS NEVER 

HEARD WILSON MAKE any STATEMENT that he killed mar kt in ,
LUTHER KING. , 1

STEpHEN WAYNE WILSON SAYS HE WAS 15 ON-4-4-68, AND RECALLS 

SERG OF KI^ DEATH ON TV AC HOME IN GRANDVIEW, MO. HE CONFIRMS 

father burgess audie wilson was also home at that time. states chat

THERE WAS NO WAY HIS FATHER COULD HAVE KILLED KING. .

14-2649-7/6
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• page, two Dallas 44-2649 unclas efto

STEPHEN WILSON CONFIRMED SISTER OWNED. 1965 MUSTANG AND FATHER 

DROVE IT ON OCCASION BUT DOES NOT RECALL HE EVER DROVE IT TO MEMPHIS,

TENNESSEE. .

describes father as alcoholic with serioie mental problems. 

Said he placed father in alcoholic rehabilitation clinic at san 

ANTONIO, TEXAS FOR 3 - 4 DAYS IN JANUARY ^976 TO DRY HIM OUT. 

Father lived with him for brief time afterwards and would drink 

©instantly and do and Say crazy things. says never heard 

Father ever make statement that he killed martin luther king.
MARK ANTHONY WILSON INTERVIEWED 8/20/78 AND STATED FATHER 

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON IS A VERY, SICK MAN AND POSSIBLY INSANE. 

Says his father could not have killed dr. king since to the best 
OF HIS RECOLLECTION BURGESS WIL.SON WAS AT HOME IN GRAND VIEW, ’ 

MD ON THAT date. THINKS mother and sister visitiig grandmother 

AT MEMMHIS, TENN. and FATHER WAS home with HIM and BROTHER STEPHEN.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE DL 44-2649 UNCLAS e fto

WILSON DECRIBES FATHER AS HaBITUaL LIAR AND ALCOHOLIC WHO 

"WOULD WALK AROUND THE TRUTH TO TELL A LIEw SAYS FATHER HAS 

Always wanted to be someone importaitt and has . expressed the 

OPINION NUMEROUS TIE MES THAT THE WHOLE WORLD IS CRAZY AND HE IES 

THE ONLY Sane person in it. states father WAS private PIL.OT 

at ONE time and died have bonanza aircraft while they lived at '
. GRANDVIEW, MO. CONFIRMS SISTER HaS CREaM MUSTANG AND FATHER DROVE

IT ON OCCASION BUT NEVER TOOK IT OUT OF TOWN.

HE SAYS He Last SAW HIS FaTH£R IN SAN MARCUS,, TEXAS IN JANUARY

1978 WHEN STEPHEN AND HE HaD DINNER WITH THEIR FATHER. SAID HE.. 

GEEMED TO BE DOIGS Ox AND NO INDICATION OF ANY PROBLEMS AT THAT TIME.

SAYS HE NEVER HEARD HIS FATHER MAKE ALLEGATION THAT HE KILLED MARTIN 

LUTHER KING. , 

bt 

#

. 232 2230Z Hq 1

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD36 (Rev. 7-27-76) 
i

TRANSMIT VIA: 
© Teletype 
O Facsimile 
Q Airtel

PRECEDENCE: 
fX] Immediate 

Q Priority 
O Routine

FBI
CLASSIFICATION: 
Q TOPSECRET 
O SECRET 
Q CONFIDENTIAL

CLEAR
Date 8/21/778

FM DALLAS (44-2649) (RUC)

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) IMMEDIATE 211l
MEMPHIS (44-1987) (SUB M) IMMEDIATE ^ ^^

JACKSON (62-544) IMMEDIATE^/ ^-

BT ^

UNCLAS

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH. 

MURKIN; OO: MEMPHIS.

RE MEMPHIS TELCALL TO DALLAS, AUGUST 21, 1978.

BY REFERENCE, MEMPHIS REQUESTED STEPHEN WAYNE WILSON

BE RECONTACTED RE HIS KNOWLEIGEE OF JAPANESE SNIPER 

RIFLE WHICH HIS FATHER, BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, ALLEGED TO 

HAVE OBTAINED FROM A MITCH, NO DAT'S INDICATED.

STEPHEN WAYNE WILSON, 3117 LIVINGSTON, FORT WORTH, 

TEXAS, CONTACTED ON AUGUST 21, 1978, AND ADVISED AS 

FOLIDWS:

/the WILSONS WERE CLOSELY-KNIT .FAMILY, AND WERE VERY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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UNCLAS DL 44-2649 PAGE TWO

CONSCIOUS OF EACH OTHER'S ACTIVITIES. HE IS POSITIVE 

HIS FATHER OBTAINED THE JAPANESE RIFLE FROM AN UNKNOWN 

SOURCE AFTER HE WAS IN THE MILITARY SERVICE, WHICH WOULD 

HAVE BEEN AFTER 1970. /OeCALLED HIS DAD SHOWING IT TO 

HIM WHEN HE CAME HOME ON MILITARY LEAVE. STEVEN NEVER 

fifed the weapon because he was afraid that it would NOT 

FUNCTION PROPERLY, AND SECONDLY, BECAUSE THEY NEVER HAD 

ANY AMMUNITION FOR THE RIFLE. HE PERSONALLY NEVER KNEW 

OF HIS DAD using the weapon. sis dad had the stock of 

THE WEAPON WORKED ON BY T FRIEND WHO WAS T FURNITURE 

REFINSSHRR IN CANYON LAKE, TEXTS, BUT THAT WAS THE 

ONLY WORK HVER DONE ON THE RIFLE. THE GUN WAS OF JAPANESE 

MANUFACTURE!!,, AS II HAD JAPANESE PRINTING ON ITS VARIOUS 

PARTS.

WILSON'S DAD GAVE THE GUN T'O SIM WHILE HE WAS IN TSH 

SERVICE, AND HE HOCKED THE RIFLE AT T PAWN SHOP -IN SAN 

ANTONIO SOMETIME! IN TSH EARLY 1970's, DATE NNRECALLHD. 

HH HAS NO RECEIPT OR BILL OF LADING FOR THE RIFLE.//

MARK WILSON, 514 SOUTHEAST GARDENS, BURLESON, TEXTS, 

------ -—CON-TACTEP-AUGUST 21, 1978, AND TDVliSED the following?_________

Approved:-^.,....... . ... ... .......... . Transmitted     Per
(Number) (Time)

GPO s 1977 O- 225-539

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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HE PERSONALLY HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF HIS FATHER'S ■ 

WEAPONS, AS HE HAS NO INTEREST IN THEM. HIS DAD WAS 

DEFINITELY AT HOME IN GRANDVIEW, TEXAS, TAKING CARE OF 

HIMSELF AND HIS BROTHER AT THE TIME DR. KING WAS KILLED 

IN MEMPHIS. HIS DAD FLEW HIS PLANE, A BONANZA BEECH­

CRAFT, USUALLY ON WEEKENDS, FROM A SMALL AIRFIELD NEAR 

TOWN. HE BELIEVED HIS DAD OWNED THE PLANE, HOOVER, 

HE IS NOT POSITIVE-. WILSON STATED HIS DAD WAS NOT AWAY 

FROM THE HOUSE ON THE DAY DR. KING WAS KILLED, AS HE 

WAS TAKNNG CARE OF HIS BROTHER AND HIMSELF AT THE TIME, 

WHILE HIS MOTHER AND SISTER FLEW TO MEMPHIS TO SEE THEIR 
GRANDPARENTS. ’

MRS. BETTY-LOU WADE, 233 SMITH ROAD, BURLESON, 

TEXAS, RECONTACTED ON AUGUST 21, 1978, AND ADVISED THAT 

SHE HAD NO RECOLLECTION OF HER FORMER HUSBAND HAVING 

A JAPANESE RIFLE. SHE STATED SHE SEPARATED FROM BURGESS 

WILSON IN 1974, WHICH WOULD MEAN HE MOST PROBABLY 

OBTAINED THE RIFLE AFTER THAT PERIOD. SHE IS SURE SHE 

WOULD HAVE BEEN AWARE OF THE GUN, IF HE HAD BOUGHT IT

Approved: Transmitted
(Number) owY

Per
CFO : 1977 0-225-539
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UNCIALS DL 44-2649 PAGE FOUR 1

WHILE THEY WERE LIVING TOGETHER.

ADMINISTRATIVE

DALLAS IS NOT COVERING LEAD AT CLEBURNE, TEXAS,■ 

REGARDING NON-CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT FOR WILSON, AS IT 

HAS NO BEARING ON PERTINENT FACTS OF. CASE, UACB. 

BT

Approved: Transmitted .....  . ..... . -.... ,
s (Number) (Time)

Per ................^
GPO g 1977 'O222--599
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RM DALLAS (44-2649) (KUO '

’ TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) IMMEDIATE ’ '

MEMPHIS (44-1987) (SUB M) IMMEDIATE

JACKSON (62-544) IMMEDIATE

■ BT 
1 
UNCLAS =

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH.

MUKKN; 00 : MEMPHIS. '

KE .MEMPHIS TELCaLL TO DALLAS, AUGUST 21, 1978.
, BY REFERENCE, MEMPHIS REQUESTED STEPHEN WAYNE WILSON

be recontacted re his.knowledge of Japanese sniper

RIFLE WHICH HIS FATHER, BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, ALLEGED TO 

Have obtained from a pitch, no date indicated.
‘ STEPHEN WAYNE WILSON, 3117 LIVINGSTON, FORT WORTH, 

TEXAS, CONTACTED ON AUGUST 21, 1978, AND ADVISED AS

FOLLOWS:

THE WILSONS WERE CLOSELY-KNIT FAMILY, AND WERE VERY

ZZ-26 49-7/7'
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




