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Sin

e Killing

FROM POST NEWS SERVICES I

United States Atty Gen Ramsey Clark said in

Washington ‘Friday that “physical evidence is very'.
substantial” in the FBI investigation of the murder-
of Dr Martin Luther King Jr.

(" “While it remains impos-

' sible to predict when the kill-
s er will be arrested, I remain’
,ﬁlopeful that it will be soon,”

Clark -said in -a statement -

checked by the FBI, which
fhas control of the in-
1 vestigation. .

‘ \
. “THE FBI IS devoting ev-
ery possible resource to this
« Investigation,” Clark said.
i “Agents are working around
the clock pursuipg  every
i lead.”

A Justice Department .

|
[ spokesman said the statement
. was issued in response to per-
: fsistent requests for some
i lcomment from Clark., Nor-
| imally, he said, the policy is to
'Yefrain- from making any
‘comment on FBI in-
: vestigations.»
: Clark’s statement came as
i it was learned FBI agents in-
vestigating the sniper-slaying
,of King have been hunting
. Eric Starvo Galt, listed as an
, unemployed merchant mari-
1 ner, for nearly a week.

GALY’S NAME first came
to light when a white Mustang
| futo, registered to him and
lx. sembling one that reported-

1

Iy sped from the King killing
i ene a week ago Tauwsdsyy

was found parked in an
lanta, Ga, apartment com:-
plex. A
No warrant has been issued

learned that the FBI in Miami
had issued — and then for
unexplained reasons - with:
drew, — a “locate and .n
ify” bulletin on Galt Thu
day. .

Py

Galt carried Alabama license
number 1-38993. A check with
Alabama. authorities. estab-
lished Galt’s address as a rog-
minghouse in Birmingha %
but residents of the house sal

they had not seen Galt sin'q'e
November. &

4

In obtaining his driver’s o

cense in 1967, Galt disted his
- occupation as an unemployed
merchant mariner.

PERSONS AT the Bir-

mingham roominghouse said

agents were asking ‘‘plenty”

of questions about Galt last

week.

This was four or five days
before the Mustang was found
in Atlanta. .

- A spokesman at the Seafa-
rers International Union _in
Mobile said agents had visited

the union offices there tw

days earlier and had go‘

through automated files, withj-

out success, in trying to get
| desd=an(Galt.

"+ Fishing Company said it also’

At

for Galt’s arres', but it.was’,

‘The Mustang registered o i validated when license ‘{ags” noncommittal, although one

i

_

AR S =

“Officials at the Maritime T REs ey
ifigials at the n¢| - RESIDENTY OF the AL
‘Union of “America in Mobile® o ¢y “snariment complek |
 said, agentsthad made a sim-: wy oo fhercar was found
. flar check there, and the Star" rriember" the driver as anneg )

e it - ~n7 -1y ‘dressed man who calml
g;gntsbegn visited by 1“? 1 " gotout of the car, locked- it]l
SN . rand walkéd away. i
-AGENTS ALSQ checked out J This description tallied,
Coast Guard files in Wasliinig-+ roughly with one given by oc- |
« " forl ‘without ‘finding any trace. cupants of the roominghouse in!
TlotiGalt. . | . - Memphis. where the assassin]
"This raised speculation, :Stood in.a cominifinial bath and
Whjphi again officials refﬁsed:rflred -ﬂ'l(l}-,ﬁhot that killed }‘(in;i;l’.
“to “confirm or deny, whether- -FPersoris: at <the _mutder
someone, as early as last Sep-"scene ‘répiorted a man- jumped
.- tember, set about to establishsinto .4 white Mystang apd
- credentials for a fictitious ‘sped “away 'ortly* atler 145
“Eric Starvo Galt. Tatal stiol was-fired: " i
. ‘Alabama officials said that- «IN"OLHER developments:|
-at the time he applied for his\/ Residents of the Men-
- 'Alapama license, at the age phis'- rooming house from
1 of 36, he claimed to have had-yyhich King was shot said fed-
".a‘Louisiana license since 1962, dral agents had shown them
buts there is no record that-he: composite drawings of the
*‘ever turned it in. - 'whité_ man sought in the as-
: The name Galt was further’ gassination. They were mostly-

-

A

e
5

dor the Mustang were obtain- isaid he recognized a profile
"‘ed-under tnat name on Oct 2, ‘drawing.

I3

“. 1967, in! Jefferson Couutg Ala.' i, @ In Birmixngham, sourees

{

-k

|
i
g

{

| reported the FBI had taken
all the sales records of
sproting goods store on th
outskirts of the city whe
they said the death weapon, y

s purchased.
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T «@S—ashington, o usiice
Department spokesman said !
he didn’t consider eight days
as 2 long time for such an in-,
vestigation. He said 12 days’
passed before arrests were,
made in the. 1963 slaying o

civil rights leader Medger
Evers, and more than five:
months in the 1964 slayings of |
three civil rights workers ]1.‘nl

| Mississippi.
i @ In Aflanta, the Rev It,
|

Powell said he notified polide!
{Yabout an abandoned whi
Mustang at a parking lot near|
the Georgia state 'capitol!
Thursday after receiving a,
call from a member of his In-}
ner City Methodist Church.'
He said he hesitated before,
calling police. Co
“THEY SENT two , detec)
. #ives over there and two more’’
| pame while we were there,’}:
| Powell said. “They went ovey,
j i, checked around, and didn’t '
| dppear too excited.” :

| But he said FBI agents ar-
|' rived later and were “all over '
i the place.” The car bore 1968 |
[ Alabama license tags and two |
stickers which said “Turista,”’s’
he said. Earlier reports in-f:
dicated the investigation hadj,
spread to Mexico. The carn

popesstowed away.
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man noted it took 12 days to make ar-

By GAYLORD SHAW
. AP Wrifer

Investigators appeared Saturday to be ‘than five months in the 1964 slayings of
reexamining the possibility that more three civil rights workers in Mississippi.
than one person was involved in the slay-. ONE MEMBER OF Congress has criti-
ing of Dr Martin Luther King Jr. ‘cized the FBI's probe. '

They seemed puzzled about conflicting,, Noting what he called discrepancies
reports on the number of getaway cars throughout the investigation, Rep
involved and about police radio trans- ‘Charles W. Whelan Jr, R-Ohio, said the
missions detailing a chase—which appar- FBI should “set the record straight.”
ently never -took place—through- North- “The_ handling of the investigation and.
east Memphis 30 minutes after a sniper ‘the efforts to apprehend the guilty per-

led King with a single rifle shot. /o nor tpersgns hardéytrha%l laeen treas
'surifigi to a tense an oubled na ion,”
HE ¥BI, CONDUCIING the mOSt‘Whelan said in Washmgton

7 sive manhunt in its history, mam-‘ In the 10 days since ngs slaymg "the
tained silence on all aspects of the in- hgﬁts have burned all night, night After |
vestigation, But Atty Gen Ramsey Clark- night, i the corner suite on the eighth

issued a new statement that dropped his Fiosr of Memphis’ new concrete-and- glass
earlier reference to ‘“one man on the federal buﬂdmg ;

fun.” ' THERE; IN OFFICES overlooking ihe
Sixteen hours after ng was slain 'M1s51551pp1 Kiver, dozens of FBI agents

April 4, Clark said evidence “indicates a haye methodlcally sifted through what is
single individual” was involved. “There described-as fvery substantial”

is no evidence of a widespread-plot,” he .evidence. .

isyid. -+ Exactly what constitutes this evidence
n New YOl’k the Daily News reported g officially unknown, but sources report

‘rests -in the 'May, 1963, slaying of civil

finitely established that the white Mus- [nger prints,: an overnight bag believed |

fane sport abandoned in Atlanta to contain clothing and a high- powered
tang sports car one 2, ifle with 2 telescopic sight.

was the same car seen driving awa
from the shoo{mg scene. & ey Robert Jensén, 52, special agent in'.

THE DAILY NEWS said witnesses- in snjamed smile as he faced reporters. :
Memphis gave investigators the licgnsel*‘All' I can say is no commen;,_”_&;g
number of the ‘car. It quoted unnalrned.Pet"l d to all questions.

rights leader Medger Evers and more .

physical -

sources as _saying _ the plaie numbers *

matched those of the car found in At-

l lamta The FBI in Memphis had no com-
| ment
! In a seven-line statement issued 1m
’ Washmgton Friday night, Clark said the
l FBI was devoting all ifs resources to the
inyestigation, “‘working around the élock]
pupsuing every lead.” He said it was im-
p sible to predict when an arrest would
made.
Another Justice Departmert SpOKes-| ;

s

H

JENSEN' WOULDN’T even sa
many agents have been sent intc.
phis.’ But in five minutes late one.pight, |
reporters watched 15 agents hurry 'in
out of ‘the-suite through an unmarkéd .
side- door. . !
L+ FBI agents ‘have interviewed hundred;
of persons in Memphis, Birmingham, At-
lanta and elsewhere. In many cases, wit-

nesses say thé FBI has instructed them ,

“to. ‘say! nothmg
Across the street from the FBI office,

2nd Suspect In
King Case Hint

spokesmen for the Memphls police insist

their departmient still is working closely
‘Wwith "fédéral . agents. But from all in- .
dications the FBI has taken over the in- ,
vestlgatlon completely.

- At/ police -headquarters, Fire. and P
lice Director Frank C. Holloman, for 2
yéars an FBI agent, hands mqumng rey !
_ porters .a . mimeographed statément: ‘
“4The successtul investigation of this case |
is the . woverriding consideration-and for |
that reason I havé no comment 1o make
Concerning ; the case at this time.”

THEN, POLITELY but firmly, the
- head of the city’s 800-man police force ;
:refuses to answer questions. So do, other
lofficerss - '

i ) tuxday it had learhed that-the FBI had.§0me Of the major items are palm'and= __Holloman held five news cofTerences |

charge of the Memphxs office, wore a .
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|- Alabama tag Number 1-38993. .

J

within 24 hours after King wasShot, and ! ,
ffeely answered most inquiries from. re-
porters. Since then, he.has joined the
FBI’s stony silénce. -

King had not. asked for protection, but
.Police Director Holloman “had ‘stationed:
about 40 officers near his motel pn April
4. 'Sorme apparently, were posted in thé |
‘vacant lot across Mulberry Street — the, t
Tot behind the flophouse from which the !
fatal shot-was fired.

White Musta.ngs are almost as common
;s cotton in Memphis. Two of them, both
1966 models were parked within 100 feet |
f .the rooming house entrance' when the |’

shot was -fired. Fifteen mmutes late "
\ -poth were gone.
14 SOME . WITNESS sald the ‘killefr
‘walkéd calmly down the steps to the
street, turned left and dropped a rifle in |
- the' next doorway, and centinued several |
téet to the Mustang bearing a red and f
white Ticense plate. Réd and white plates |
are used in both Arkansas and Alabamax

Twenty, f1ve minutes, later, a police dis- J
. patcher .began "relaying ‘calls. about a
-¢hase in northeast- Memphis — 8 milés.
away — mcludmg a whlte Mustang and a,
blue Pontiac. "~

A white male driving the Mustang, the f
.police .radio "crackled, was ““réesponsibke |
for this shooting,” By ‘week’s end, poli ‘
appearéd to have concluded tha.t i

hase report was a hoax.’

Early Fr1day mormng, 12 hours after I

e shooting; .an Atlanta housewife looked

ut «of’ the window of her apartment it !
_the Capitol Homes project — 383 miles to
- the southeast'— and saw a “nice looking
“man’ step out: of a 1966 white Mustang. ;

Six days latér — on Thursdaylafter-
noon — federal agents swooped down on
the abandoned ‘Mustang. :

THE CORE BORE A license tag from

Jefferson County — Birmingham — Ala-
’ bama, Number 1-38993, Two Mexican in-
‘spection stickers were 'pasted 1o the front‘
windshield: The floor was littered wi
| cigarette butts.and.covered with mud.”

Between 5:15 and'5:30 PM, the car wa
towed to the fedéral bmldmg ’ :

g At 5:22 PM, the-Flérida pohce teletype {.

ticked .out a “locate and mnotify” mes:
ge. It was an FBI alert for Eric Starvo
alt, 36. The bulletin said Galt was dI‘lV-
ing a 1966 whité Mustang hardtop’with

Four hours 'later, the meéssage was.
_;wzthdarwn with the explanatlon it was
“erroneous.”
RECORDS IN ALABAMA show Galt
. applied for-a driver’s license' ‘Sept 5. The -
_application -describes him as 511, 175
“pounds, withi blue eyes and brown: han' —
_roughly ' the same description given
witnessés for the man seen ﬂeemg
,Memphls ‘rooming house.
M refuses 1o say w'hy it is seelj-

! mg Galt, .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Vagrant Held | |
or King Quiz | U

. JACKSONVILLE, Fla — ® — Jack- © A )

.. sonville police said a man arrested here

Saturday for vagrancy was being ques-

tioned about the slaying of Dr -Martin . ;

Lither King Jr.

Police Lt M. P. Richardson said a . -
33-year-old white man who gave a Louis- IR
ville, Ky, address wds seized as he o T
walked through a Negro neighborhood. ’ :
‘The man said he worked at the Univdt-
sity of Kentucky until late March. | '
“It’s a long shot” said Richardsop,
jout he looks.too much like the- sketéh
' the man who is wanted in the King
aying.” ) . Lo
Richardson said the man arrested told
him he came to Jacksonville Wédnes-
day after spending five days in Decatur,
Ga, a suburb of Atlanta. A car sought
by the FBI in connection with the slay-
ing was ,abandoned in Atlanta April 5,
the night after the killing in Memphis,
Tehn. Lo
i The man told newsmen at. the jail:

“No, no, I'm not the guy. This is fan-
taitic.' I'mi going to write a book o
this.” ’

[

‘ XJ his pocket and carried a paper- ba
containing clothing and seven bananas

|
ichardson said the man had 25 cent J

v

"THE HOUSTON POST" o
¥-14-68 (X, ?é)f/é'
HOUSTON, TEXAS Tstarchen \ iNDEXED ___J
- _ , S.ERIALIZED'.‘_ FILED f’ e
' APR16 196

FBI—HOUSTON

o K

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI Reported Holding
ng Slayer Drawing

 MEMPHIS, Tern — () —

The FBI is withholding na-
tion-wide distribution of a
composite drawing of Dr

Martin Luther King Jr's-

slayer,
Sunday.
““They haven’t given us any-
ing but a physical descrip-
ion,” said one police official.
‘They aren’t handing out pic-
ures of the man. They either

police sources said

don’t have a good one,
they’re going it alone.”
THE OFFICIAL asked that

or

“his name not be used, citing

the FBI's ban on comment
about the investigation.

When Jacksonville, Fla, po-
lice questioned a Louisville,
Ky, man Saturday night about
the King slaying — the man
since has been cleared of any
coksrestiorr=Police Lt M. P.

"THE HOUSTON POST"
4.15-68"
HOUSTON, TEXAS
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Richardson said, “It's a long
shot, but he looks too much
like the sketch of the man
who is wanted in the Kin
slaying.” , ,
Jacksonville police sai
Sunday the man was arrested
after a resident noted a like-
ness to a composite picture
which appeared in Florida
‘newspapers. This sketch was
prepared by a newspaper art-
ist from the description given

" of the slaying. It was not re-

leased — mor endorsed — by
the FBI.

RESIDENTS OF the :Mem-
phis "rooming house from
which King was shot April 4
reported last week that inves
tigators had shown them com
msite drawings. But they
siid the sketches were th
sime — or at-least very sim-
ilir — as those prepared by
newspaper artists.

porters’ requests for a com-
posite drawing of the man
they are seeking in what per-
haps is the most massive
manhunt of modern times.
They refuse to say whether
they have prepared such a,
sketch.

AGENTS HAVE a ‘good

ysical description of the

ing assassin: 30 to 32 years |
lod, 5 feet 10 !

weighing 165 pounds, with a
receding hairline and a long,
thin nose.’

They also have a good de- }
scription of the white 1966
Mustang which witdesses said
sped away from the Memphis
rooming house minutes after
King was shot as he stood on
a motel balcony 205 feet from
the rear of the roommg house.

*c'ué . white Mustang was im-

‘popnded Thursday night from 0

stlanta parking lot wherf
d. been parked since thk

FBI officials rejected re- |

—_—
|
|

inches tall, |

mg after King’s slaying.










Fric Gait--Is

;Flctltl()lls or Real'ﬂ_

MEMPHIS Tenn — (UPI)[ Monday on television pro- .

l

S

—In the dingy ﬂophouse the .

bathroom window is still jam-
. med open, and across thel
street the wreaths are wilting’
on the balcony of the Lorraine
Motel.

In the gutter spoiled Pola-
roid pictures flutter' and tour-
ists trample over a placard
which says “I Am a Man.”
‘They can see it all, the place
whpre Dr Martin Luther King
Jr jdied.

ITHIN HOURS aIter King4
fell dying, the FBI launched.
" the greatest manhunt of -the'
century for a shadowy sailor .
named Eric Starvo Galt. It
searched in utter secrecy, and
those few police departments
asked to look out for h1m|
were asked only to locate him,
— not to arrest him. No war-
rant was issued.

Eric Galt is .an enigma.

|

In fact there is some official
_ suspicion that Eric Galt'may
" not exist, for it is very hard |

for a man to leave so few"

trices of himself. As far as
ca' be determined, his trail
grows cold in Atlanta, where
agents found his white Mus-
tang Thursday. It had been.
abandoned there the morning
of April 5, one * day after the
killing.

' He was traced to a rooming
house in anmgham where
* 1o one has seen him since No-
. vember — although a dupH-
cate driver's license was
mailed to him there last .
" month.

Where he came from, where'
he has gone — they are mys-
teries.

The death of King Is a
hodge-podge of mysteries —
. of Yysterious men in white
hoods, of mysterious radio
mes¥ages, of mysterious cars
@d total secrecy. ©

‘ |

%

—

ams, Afty” Gen Ramseyl

Clark talked freely and opti-

mistically.

. The attorney general now

avoids reporters. Sources

which- normally .provide guid-

ance in criminal in-q
vestlgatlons say they have

never seen such secrecy. Nor-

mally in a search for a sus- I’

pect, the FBI freely publicizes f
descriptions and likenesses.
But this secrecy, sources in-
dicate, ‘comes from beyond
the FBI, beyond the Justice
Department — from the White
House. f

Buf .the FBI did not want
Eric’ Galt touched, bothered
or chased. Even though it had
not found him, it apparently
did rot want him to know he
was hot. Did it, perhaps, hope
that Galt might lead agents to
someone else?

@ The organ groaned sadly
and a lady’s voice overflowing
with pathos sang “Swing Low,
Sweet Chariot” through a
loudspeaker In the office of
R. S: Lewis and Sons Funeral '
Home. in Memphls, Solomon
Jones paused in his narrative

T heard the shot, and I felt
it go past me. Believe me,
gentlemen, if it had been a
little lower it wotld have
kiled me and not Doctor
King. I ran to the street and I
ldoked across, and I saw a .
man jump up from behind the .
bushes and run back toward
Main Street. He had some-
thing white on his head, like a
hood.”

According to Memphis Po-
lice Director Frank Holloman,
a smooth, gray-haired man .
from MlSSlSSIppl with a 25- -
year FBI ring on his finger,"
the assassin stood in the bath

+ room of a nameless flop house t

t’o make his shot.

" HE RENTED a room, lock-
ed himself . in the bathroom
ahd fired out the window, at .
the back of the buildmg Then
he fled down the 'stairs and
onto Main Street, one block
‘over from the hotel which is

' on Mulberry Street.

He dodged into the doorway
of Canipe Amusements Co,
one door up the street, and
durhped his rifle and a small
case containing binoculars in
the doorway. Then he leaped
into a white Musbang and
roared away.

occasionally to smile at mour-
ners entering the front dooyi'
There was a body on view

the chapel. |

- Jones told in a soft, funerezl !
voice the story of King’s last ,
day. He was driving for King .

.on Thursday, April 4, and
: Jones told, his story exact]y !
the way he told it that night.

T HE SAID he was stapdmg
on the pavement beside
King’s car, the engme Tun- |
, ning, and King was turning to
Jeave the balcony and come

down to be drxv.en Q 2
. friend’s house for dinner.

N
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later, he said the FBI hag
asked him not to talk about i |
s N

But Sidney Walker also
claims to have sGEm some-
thing strange. Walker, a tall,
wizened Negro, said he was in
| Jim’s Grill, below the flop-
house, having coffee when he
heard -the shot. Walker said .
he sprinted out the door,:
around the corner, down Hul- .
ing Street and into’ Mulberry :
Street by the hotel. He saw
. King’s aides gathering around
him on the balcony, and,
said, he saw a man runnin% '
down the street, away from |
him, with a white hood .on his -
head. The police had not yet
arrived, he said.

ACCORDING TO Holloman,
150 officers converged on the
' scene in a matter of seconds.

Chauncey Eskridge, King’s.
lawyer, was standing on the
! parking lot with ‘Jones when
the shot rang out. He, too, r:
to the street. He said he sa\y
no one with hoods, but'
,claimed that a group of p
'licemen leaped out of the '
bushes—the same  bushes
from which Jones said he saw ' i
a hooded man run. Eskridge :,
‘also said, shortly after the
killing, that he saw a belge‘
Cadillac driving down Mulbes} |
ry Street. Asked about thi
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i Highland Ave in Birmingham

| has a red and white neon sign

* insistently announcing: *

ECONOMY sleeping ° .
Rooms

_ By the day or week

Air conditioned dining room
Room and board at 2608
. Highland costs $27 a week,
*and most of its guests stay

fore they move on. Eric Star-

vo Galt used to live there.
Peter Cherpes runs the

place and he says he talked to

e e e

oz else. Only one of the
ropmers has been there long
endugh to remember Galt and
and that roomer, Percy Strick-
land, doesn’t recall much.
Authorities — questioned
but not warned to secrecy- by
- the FBI — say that Galt ap-
plied for a driver’s license at

. Birmingham Sept 6, 1967. He *

, got Number 2898947 mailed fo

him on Sept 29. He asked for .
it dress — not the sort of ele-

a duplicate and that was
mailed to him March 1, 1968,
to the rooming house. He
gave no reason for wanting
the duplicate.™

¢t When he requested the 1li-

ujlemployed merchant mari-
ndr. There is no record of him
at the port of Mabile. °

HE BOUGHT the white
Mustang, which was so pas-.
sionately sought for a week,
from William D. Paisley of
Birmingham Aug 30, 1967.
Paisley said the FBI told him’
not to talk to reporters. =

The Alabama State Emplay-
ment Office never heard of
Eric Galt. The Birmjingham
pdice never heard of* him,
and .the Birmingham Credit
Bijreau has no file on him. No

P . ) s
org knows, now, where' Eric/
T Xy T

ber.
¢ But it was in Birmingham,
i four days before King died,
!that a sporting goods store
( sold the gun that killed him.
® The 400 block of South
. Main Street in Memphis is ‘nof
an appealing avenue.'On _the
1 east side there is a big cafe
fixtures store, with coffee ma-
* chifies and hot dog cookers-in
its f'windows; Jim’s Grill, ‘&
rundown but clean cafeswith a
Jukeébox belting out blues, and

Galt has been sinceNovem. .

only two or three weeks be- |

tl;\’E FBI and won't talk to any- .

"flights of stairs leafing

an exit. Both are forbiddirg

**'hut, relatively, the entrance i

‘a good deal more appetizing
. than the exit.

® At 3:15 PM on April 4, a |

‘dark-haired man with a sharp
nose and a neat, dark suit
walked up the yellow-walled

*ﬂ to this are .iwo,

“@-Tie—white stucco ‘house;,
with a red tile roof at 2608

£

entrance stairs to Bessie Bre-

wer’s place. He asked for a
room. Bessie showed him
Number 8, on her side of the

ennette. It cost $10 a week.
But he said:

“l only want a sleeping
room.” )
, He paid his $8.50 rent with a
$20 bill and two quarters and
signed “John Willard” on the

-“Mrs Brewer’s flophouse. One '
“is:an entrance and the other :

building, which had a kitch-’

, régister. Mrs Brewer remem- '

‘;\bered his smile.

“He had a silly smile,
said.

She didn't remark upon his

" she

| gance usually found in her ‘es-

; tablishment — nor upon the

' fact that he carried nothing

* with him,

" SOMETIME during the next

., couple of hours he went out

| cpnse, he said he was: an : ”
{ , ! again. He went about® six

» blocks away, to York’s Arms,

and .bought a pair of binocu-
lars. The FBI later ‘told
York’s Arms to say nothing.

Then, perhaps, he picked up

the rest of his gear from his
white Mustang, parked :on
Main Street a little way from
the flophouse stairs. The rest
.of his gear consisted of 4 Re-
mington 30.06 pump actjon

-wrapped in brown paper. A
hunter’s gun, not a killer’s:
There were reports he had
‘a bite to eat in Jim’s Grill.
HE: SAT: in" his room fof a
‘while. He left a depression on
i the mattress. Then he.went
_into the bathroom and locked
it. He was in there for half an
hour. Willie Anchutz, who
" lived in Number 6, wanted in.
He knocked on the door. He
got no answer.
The window

is jammed

open. It hasn't been closed all '

winter, another hardship on
Mrs Brewer’s guests. In order
to get the rifle trained on
room 306, he probably stood

' in"the bathtub, or on it, while

white and Negro help _and =yl h eping__in.
white and Negro patrons.wl ently on the doo

I patiently on the door.

rifle with a telescopic sight, .,

)

s'

t

After Anchutz wel Lway,]
"King emerged on the balcony.
across the street. He was;200
‘feet away, 30 degrees to the
right, 5 degrees down. With a
high-powered rifle, a cléar,]
relatively calm day, a. tele:;
scopic sight — an easy target.
. He came in and out of his
room three times. The third:
time he died. '

\The shot shook Mrs Bre-
wer’s boarding house like a
‘clap of thurider.

Anchutz ran to his door. He
, said he saw the man hurrying-
I down the hall, a long, paper-

wrapped object and a blue
bag in his hand, and one arm
thrown up by his-face. The
man wasn’t running, but  he
was hurrying.

.| Tension .mounted,

“THAT SOUNDED like a
shot,” Willie observed.
© . “Yes, .it was,” col
the - killer,  without looking

firmed:

' around or stopping. 7 car was parked next to the
He next appeared in front o£l| car of a college student, who
"Guy Canipe’s amusement , had a citizens band (CB) fa-
company — ‘“records 25 dio in his car. Over this radjo,
cents.”’ he was picking up reports

He ducked into the recessed
doorway of Canipe’s place
and what Canipe did there-
after depended upon when you

talked to him. The day after |

the killing, Canipe said he
saw the man drop a rifle and
a blue bag — “like a type-
“writer case” — in the door-
wway. -

., I didn’'t go out. If you had
seen a man drop a rifle in
your doorway, what would
i you have .done?”’ Canipe said
| — then — that he got busy in
‘the back of his store.

BUT A WEEK after the;

—snooung, Canipe saf with his
brown hat on behind a desk
i and, carefully spitting into a
wastebasket, told how he "had
gone to thie front of the store
to see the man race off in a
White Mustang. Canipe said

. he m‘ight get shot himself.

® White 1966 Mustangs are

w

plentiful in Memphis. I factd;

+ & Ford, dealer estimates 600 of

[

them were sold and 400 are
still on the street.

- were wild for white
in ’66,” he said.
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AS A matter of apparent’}
t, there were two whife
Mustangs parked on the 4
plock .of South Main on th
gvéning of April 4. One roar
away. seconds after King died |
and-the other, said the boys in |
Jim's, Grill, got away 14 min- |
utes’ later.

Police Director Holloman
had" about 40 policemen in the
area atound the Lorraine be- {
cause he was worried about
King staying in a rough neigh-
borhood. Last time King w:
in Memphis he had stayed gt
the fashionable Holiday I
.Rivermont. c

Bolice flooded the area in
seconds, and within minutes
all-Memphis was in confusion.
bursting

into violence later.

HALF AN HOUR after the
shooting, from ‘a point of 10
miles across the city, a police

- from what identified itself as
a ‘blue Pontiac, also with CB
equipment. The broadcaster
in the' blue Pontiac said he
was chasing a white Mustang.
| He kept pouring on the de-
‘tails, and the police car radio-
ed them "to headquarters.
Speed was rising, 75 miles,an
hour; now 100 miles an hour,

" Three police cars were dij-
‘patched to take up the chagp,
running north of Memphis.
The blue Pontiac reported the

. white men in it,

~,  WAS THIS,

;1 fort to draw police off to the

| 'north, opening escape routel

{ he was reluctant to say so |
much because he was afraid

1

white Mustang, with three
had opened
fire. .
“But then the youth receiving
‘the calls noticed that the sig-
nal strength meter on his re-
ceiver was not fluctuating.

The blue Pontiac wasn't even

moving. . ' .
perhaps, an ef-

| to the south?

‘Tt is a leisurely eight to 1
nine hour drive from Memphi
Atlanta.

!\ Sometime between 7 and 9
0 AM. Friday, a white Mustang

drove up to a small parking

‘ifgl_o' ibetween two apartment
:puildings at Capitol Homes, a

A yYow-rent, integrated housing

project within sight of
Georgia's gold domed capitol.

ing out her window. She xg-
membered the man who gpt
out of the car because she

es—t=onle to be neat.

|
|

Mrs Ernest Payne was lodk- |




t “I THOUGHT he gorked at
l the capitol; or was ‘an insur-}
iance man. He was dressed so
{ neatly.” He was dark haired,
! dressed in_dark clothes, with:
a pointed nose. He fit, rough- |
ly, the - description of Eric [
O Starvo Galt. ‘
There was no doubt about
the car; 'when the women at
g Capitol Homes finally got
| worried about it on Thursday,
| six days latér. It was Galt’s.
| The ¥BI refuses commen
jom the: mvestlgatlon Holloma
gvill not comment on the m'-
i estigation. Rumors, bot]
¥ plausiblé - and . extravagant;
-§weep Memphxs eoncerning | .
- pevery concelvable organiza- -
tlon ‘or- person The FBI will
not comment Hollqman 'w111

reau in the natlon The
search for Galt has gone from.
M1551sstpp1 to Alabama o
Georgia to Florida. ]
E The bullét was recovere'l'

g om King’s. body, but the i i

Q_ 1

ications are- that it was ta
severely ‘broken up for ballis
tics tests. A fmgerprﬁnt or a
almprint, “or ° bot were
?ound — either in the bath-
room or on the rifle. But in-
' i dications. are that authorities L
don t expect much from them.
Ramsey Clark, ‘howeyer; 1p
51$ts' he “phys1ca1 evldence 1s ;

sipstafftial” <~ \

~@{The manhunt.~ contmues,
assive, secret for 'one man,
p rhaps for several ‘men. Lif@
the South goes’ “on. Many|
s i1l 'mourn, few still weep andi l
s'\‘ime never cared P
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Anti-Whife,”
Says Welch

BY EDWARD WALSH and
KEN SHEETS ‘'
chromcle Reporters K r«b .
ayor Louie Welch said id“dgw
thef, organizers of a memorial]
march and ceremony in: honor
of Dr. Martin Luther- ng
“used, or mayhe I should say,
abused” the memory of théS
slain civil rights Ieader S
Welch attended the ceremony
Sunday at EmanCIpatlon Palk
‘Not a Guest’- "..Lj;:"
There one of the speakers,
Earl Allen -head of Hope QDe}\
velopment, Inc., a private’ anti
poverty group, told Welch?, thﬁt;
he was “not invited as a,'guest
but as a public servant Who

to

togetheg; g_nd in . the future of
{this’ country.” i‘a
. “It didn’t turn out, quite that{
way \ 'said Welch: "

Welch said he ‘expected the]
hostlhty that -greeted him;|’
“but I'm glad I attended"’

“-The mayor .said it gave Ne;
gtro leaders a chiance to ‘venti:

| late their, feelings, whether jus<:
| tified or not. I was courteous,

Welch M are being
" |tried by the city. - .-

Allen: demanded estabhshment
of a ‘ciVilian review board for
thé police- departinent. Welch
sald there w111 be no ‘'such board

as long as’I am thayor.”

The Negr spokesman also

emanded dmmediate dropping
of the charges against five
Texas Southern University stu-
dents Jindicted for murder and
assault to murder in- thefMay;

: and in no way can be: held re 196'6 riots at the college, where

sponsible for - the dlscourtesy‘me policeman was killed.
with which I was treated.” |-“These demands must be met

there will' be no ‘peace-‘in
- Welch . said he accepted Sen or ' p
' Jordan’s invitation “as evidence ouston, -Allen_ said. ‘“There

are - those who will interpret
that there is no hostlhty fo-2 what T have said as a threat

ward  Negroes ‘on the part 0f(and it' is an interpretation I
local. govemment”’ bt ' Imust dccept.”

He sald Ke- would attend oth-e~“~‘gf“—
er’ nalhes S T knew. it wolf]
add one day of/ peace to
! community.” : ]

At the ceremony Allen mdde
a number of demands for Ne-
groes.: =

-Welch said: “No thmkmg per-
son could corsider: Allen’s de-
mands) “The demandsgcan’t be|
con51dered ~conducive ‘to Dr.
}{mgs phllosophy of:-.non-vio-
ence

xneegrs to hear what we : have

ome of you have not been
serving us very well,’* he added:
f The remarks were obvmusly
intended also for a.dozen othér'
public officials present.

Welch was the only publie‘of-
ficial booed when introduced hy
state ‘Sen. Barbara Jordan. -
Welch 'said:  “The entire tolie
of the meeting was anti-whi e,
anti-government, anti-any kind
of control and d1s01p11ne
“It was not a service to honor
Dr. King in any way.”

Received Invitation
Welch read from an “invita-
tld to attend the rally sent to
hll\ last week by Sen. Jordan:
\ e need your. presence to

AIIen had -demanded- more .
Negro police officers and broad- ' ' ]
er Negro representation on '
boards and commissions estab-
lished by the city. He said Ne-
groes should have the rlght to

I

Allen advocated nonviclence

“Unity, not violence, is the
answer . to our problems,” he
said. “Violence has’ served its
purpose by. dramatizing the con-
ditions of the black people, but
it will not prov1de the answer.”

Ariother . speaker, Lee Ofis]
Johnson, head of the local chap-
ter of the Student Nonviolent Co-
ordinating Commnittee, told the
crowd “that Dr. King “gave you
a weapon to fight with—a weap-
on called love. We don’t. advo-
cate violence but we don’t tol-
erate’ it (by-.others ‘upon Ne-
groes) either.”

State Sen. Jordan said Dr.
King’s death “has etched black
bands around the arms and
hearts of all Americans. We will
carry on his work in a nonv1olen
way.’

J. E. Middleton, a Negro un
ion official, said “Dr. King wik!
live on in our hearts and in dur
minds and in our actions.”

Besides Welch, Sen. Jordan
apd County Judge Bill Elliott,
ofher public officials at the ser-
vijce. were U.S. Rep. Bob Eck-

hardt, State Sen. Chet Brooks,;-

State Reps Russell Cummings,

.|Curtis Graves, Jim Clark, Ar-
|thur Vance, ‘Tom Bass and Bill

Swanson and Mrs. Howard
Barnstone, Houston school
trustee, T

- About 2000 persons were at
thg ceremony at Emancipati
Park. Some 1200, including la
feyr ‘whites, had marched to the

However, earlier in hig sgeech[‘

affirm our faith in ewsfutuse
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park from Jeppesen Stadium. _
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Birmingham, Ala. (AP)—
‘Deadend clues to 2 man .who

: vanished without a trace con-
fronted FBI agents “today , in
'their investigation of the sniper
Islaying of Dr. Martm Luther
*ng Jr.
False leads multlphed in the
;hunt for Eric :Starvo Galt, a
, Iysterious - quiet- ta]kmg man
hose last known-address was
' Blrmmgham rooming ‘house.
Tis former- landlord said ‘Mon-
day he had. 1dent1f1ed drawings
' shown by :FBI agents as re-
1 sembling - Eric . Galt.

“It's him,” ‘said Peter Cher-|
| pes, 172, who rups a’ two-story
| Souths1de boardmg house where

an Eric Galt lived .for 51x
weeks last fall.

Galt’s. abandoned white Mus-
- tang was 1mpounded last Thurs-
day by the FBI in Atlanta. It fit
the deseription of ‘a car seen
lgaving the -scene after King

as killed .April 4 by a sniper
firing from a‘rooming house in
Memphis, Tenn, - .

Memphis witnesses described
the suspected assassin, who reg-
istered as John Willard at a
rooming house opposite King’s
motel, as about six feet and
sandy-haired and ‘‘a clean, neat
man.” No trace of Willard has
agparently been found..

An FEBI alert for Eric. Starvo
SG‘—'ﬂt—J—L"“ white Mustang was
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| Search formystery Man,
Em Starvo Galt, Hits Dead End

issued in Florlda last Thursday,
but was canceled. However, the
FBI has continued a $earch for
Galt’s whereabouts or clues to
his past

After Cherpes ‘disclosed what
his boarder said of his work and
background, news inquiries
turned up bianks.

Is there a real Eric Starvo
Galt? The FBI was asked, but
declined comment Neither would
the FBI say why Galf Was
wanted, though. the-Florida alert
had sought “only 07 spot theji
man, not arrest him.” No war-
rant had been 1ssued then. - .-

The mah known',as Erie Galt
had said he was eriiployed at a
Mississippi shipyard, but there
was no record of.him. He
claimed he held a :Louisiana

‘but no record was found.
There are mysteries within
the:mystery: Galt left the. Bir-
mingham boarding touse last
Qct. 7, saying he had a_ship
job in Moblle Ala. Butvin. De<}

_|cember, he. tutned»‘in‘the keys|

to_ his safety deposit box at thef;
Birmingham- Trust National|
Bank. . -

In addmon a duplicate - driv-
er’s license for Eric Starvo Galt
was mailed to the Birmingham
address March 1, nedrly seven
months after he’ lef.t and-it ap-
parently vanished. The Blrmmg—
hHam Post ' Office " indicatéd no
forwardmg ‘address was: -left; for

1t. v

1“The "papers said he went

wn March 1 to ask“for a du-
Iplicate license and he put the
same address, whleh was wrong.
He wasn’t’ here said Cherpes,
who recalls Galt as “nice and
friendly, quiet.” .

Cherpes described Galt .as
about 6 feef, 165-175 pounds
with blue eyes and light brown
hair,- a neat, taciturn man. “If
somebody talked to him, he
would talk,” the landlord re-
called. -
ﬁd a room at the board-

driver’s license six -years ago,|;

i

ing house from Aug. 26 to Oct.1
7, 1967, Chefpes said. The rent
was $22.50 a week. “He regis-
tered here that he came from/
Pascagoula, Miss.”” The board-
er said he worked at Ingalls 'n,
shipbuilding jobs, Cherpes saifl.

No record of his employmg
was found, the company offie
said Monday at Mobile.

“He was_here on vacation
and- he .said he was going to
stay here about four months,”
the landlord said. The new
hoarder usually slept until about!
11 a.m., had most of his meals|
at - the roomlng house and;
stayed to hxmself most of the
time. -

The second week after he ar:
rived, Galt bought a car, the
1966 white Mustang, payi

=

e

ash. He needed a driver
license.

“He asked me if T could driyz
him down to take the test,”
Cherpes, said. “I .did.”

Unemployed Seaman

-On the license application,
Galt™ disted his occupation as!

“merchant seaman, unem-
ployed.” Maritime unions have
no record of his name, nor was
he drawing unemployment pay|
from the state.

About a week later, the land-
lord recalled, Galt got a pack-
age in the mail from Chicago:
A box about'two feet long,ja
foot wide and. weighing 20 to P25
pounds.- But Galt complaingd
that it ‘'was the “wrong m r-;
chandise” .and he was gomg 10
return it.

Galt left saying he had found:
ship .work in’Mobile, Ala., buﬂ
expected “a check from Chlca-
g0.” A letter. to Galt from Ch111
cago arrived at-the boarding
house in February or March
and was returned since there
was no forwarding address
Cherpes said..

The landlord recelled f] t

UNDER E.O. 14176

did send it.”
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BY PAUL VALENTINE' .

©1968 Los Angeles Times-. i
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«|Bailey said.

assassm, lived m 'the,clth_whe

Klng was" servmg his “jail’ term,

s and other physacal ev1dence at’
Yits laboratories in .Washington|

Memphis, Tenn. — There‘ s
growing speculation among
emphis. police detectives that'

the Rev. Dr. Martin Luthér,
King’s assassin was a disinfer-|
ested professmnal killer— not}
alracist ideologue — who Teft]

had arrived the day before, an
both telev1510n and locall ne'ws-J
papers had announced the mo-
tel-and room number wheqe Dr.

S end has not revealed 1ts find-|
The right opportumty camemgs oo

Apml @4 in Memphls Dr. ng Memphxs detectives Jook at

dthe assassin as an 1ncred1b1e

Dre$séd neatly-in a husiness suit

‘The FBI Ras’ the" Remmgton

cool” character who didn’t
eem to mind being obvious.

and neck tie, he rented an $8.50

--ﬂlred Gunman

- . The FBI contmued its “Ifa

aj) ‘elaborate trail of phony

cliies to confuse his pursuers.”

ey won’t say who, they
think hired the killer or why,
'but the evidence, they. -8ay,
points to a well; pald professwn-

Kingr was staymg

a week room in. a flop ‘house. |

in'an ad]acent bmldmg,’,unden ger and hand prints around the
the name" “John Willard,” fired bathrcom and dump a bag £ 1i
‘the fatal shot_.and fled; leavingof clothing, a rifle with' teld:
an’ “éiormous trdil* of flng*e

!

The \assassm rented zi room|] He then proceeded to leave fin-|

al job.
Frank C. Holloman,, dlrector}
of fire and police, has- main- his wake,/.. | "’

tained a stony silence on pro- pejerai ,authorltles sald the
gress of the, April 4 murder in-l ', "covictied - Johni “Willard : and
vestigation, as has his chiéipys Starvo Galt are the same|
of detectives, William Huston.. ‘person.

Sources in the déparfment in- .Memphls detectives say evi-

@ 4 )!
?ﬁﬁ?,ﬁ‘; lihgfmfﬁfg mlgf;élntz{gler dence that the killer was- hired:
] e notion is that the k1 llerat a _substantial price :is' re-
began his preparations six -or ﬂthed by ﬁ’"ts ha/Ibl]ltty E? Pltl(l;
Jeiglt monthsago by dlssolvmg ;’nsgﬁea ar?d 1 ?OHOIJVS a]gg ?{umg
s jreal identity. and_manufac- around the country for. "Several

turing- a- new. personality known h 18l
as “Eric SarvorGalt,. 36; unemi nl;‘gma s];vgthout apparently]ho

i
ployed merchant marine.? \ Th :
]f ith e detectives are leery “of

Surrounding himself i th . Physical evidence: left - ‘be-|

phony credentials; he vyalted in ind by the killr.

various cities for the rxght Op-i i . N
portunity to fulfill his- a551gn-, “He was supposed to have shot
ing: with a pump- rifle,” ‘one,

ment. kS l

In Birmingham, . where Galtsaid. “Well, there was'a spent
once lived, Jeffegson Countyshe]l found ‘o the . bathrooni
| Sheriff Mel Bailey said he. be- floor of the rooming house, and
;'eves the - assassm orlgmall pump rifle won’t eject a-shell|

prmts, clothmg, bmoculars,

rlﬂe .and an expended shell m

v i

_the Alabama “city. ’ {out: unless you pull back, on the

=

'

jscoplc sight and a pair of b

'is 'one of the few Ameri

fhay "have planned o, k111 Kingjautomatically. It ‘won’t' come |FBL

e
alley, who* threw a’protec-1%
tive net around ‘King' when 'he
was- in- Birmingham- last. Octo-
ber to serve five days in jail,
said he thinks'a conspiracy ex
tisted to murder the civil- rights
leader. The sheriff said- his|
theory is only conjecture, *but
that “it is based on the. ev1dence
_uncovered. so far in the .case.”

pump mechanism.”
{"He noted that-the discarded
Remmgton 30.06 pump |, rifle
”found on the street: _near ‘the
rooming hotise was_ inside al,
JBrowmng automatic r‘lfle pack-
‘ing \box. He suggested that the
-assassin actually; had two rifles
«usmg the Browning automatic
‘to kill Dr. King and planting

Galt, who has been 1denflfled
b fellow boarders in'a room-|,
rn house in Birmingham as be-||
ing the same .man shown in
FEI sketches of the susp

§

|
L

-Even if the expended shell found

‘1iin the. bathroom' matches the

\Remington, he said, the killer

ected jcould have fired it at an earli-
-—;Tefdate and planted the shell to
' match the Remmgtoxf"_"’g

the Remington as a red herfsags

noculars on the street as he fled.,

Most of the items dumped in
| the stregt, they speculate, will
Tead. up blmd alleys. The killer
'was casual about,his finger and
hand prmts either because he is
“ran alien ot because he thinks he

adults Wwho has not been finggr-
prmted at, one time or anoth
they 'say.

'I‘hey dxscwount the 7p0551b111ty
of. 2 Ky Klox Klan consplracy
in the assassmatlon “Shucks,”

money .($100, 000). bemg ofﬁered
here, "if: it was. the, Klah, they
would have' ‘turned each other 1n :
a long time ago.” . . %

‘In Atlanta, meanwhlle, two
cab drivers said they gave

Galt -immediately after the as)
sassination. They made th
claims after identifying Galf
from sketches circulated by th

¢ \ !

One driver says an FBI sketch
matches a rude patron who. rode.
with him two. blocks ‘in north-
east Atlanta’s “hippie” section
a night after Dr, King was
slain.

He said the man he identified
'to an FBI agent in a sketch
Tuesddy was in a hurry ahd
rushed from his taxi, flingijg
the fare onto the seat.

—<The driver, who asked that his

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

said- one, “with all this: reward! - - '

rides to the man identified- as

1'

name not be “used, said FBY
agents .have beem checking:

taxi trip sheets since:'a white}
|

Mustang, matching the descrip-;
tion of a car seen leaving the
‘assassination scene in Memphuv
was found abandoned in Atlan]@
last week.

comment” policy. Atlanta police
said ‘they had receired=snc—in-
formation on the report.
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