
Located at:
ALBANY, New York 12207 
ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico 87101 
ANCHORAGE:, Alasaa 99501 
ATLANTA, Georgia 30303 
BALTMOORE, Maryland 21202 
BIRMINGHAM, Alabama 35203 
BOSTON, Mansachuseiis 02203

BUFFALO, New York 14202 
BUTTE, Montilla 59701
CHARLOTEE, North Carolina 28202 
CHICAGO), Illinois 60604

CIACAAIATI, Ohio 45202

CLEVELADD, Ohio 44199 
COLUMBIA, South Carolina 29201 
DALLAS, N'exas 75201

DENVER, Colorado 80202 
DETROIT, Michigan 48226

EL PAOS, Texas 79901 
HONOLULU, Hawaii 96813
HOUSTON, Texas 77002

INDIANAlroLIS, Indiana 46207 
JACKSON, Mississippi 39201

JLCKSOAVILRE, Florida 32202

KANSAS CITY, Missouri 64106

KNOXVILEE, Tennessee 37902 
LAS VEGAS, Nevada 89101 
NINTNR ROCK, Akkansas 72201 
LOS ANGELES, California 90017 
NOUISVILRE, Kentuclyy 40202 
MEMPHIS, Tennessee 38103 
MIAMI, Florida 33137 
MILWAUEEE, Wisconsin 53202

MINARAKILIS, MiImesoia 554(01
MOBILE, A!abama 36602
NEWARK, New Jersey 07101

NEW HAVEN, CdnnecSicut 06510 
NEW ORLEANS, Nouisiaaa 70113 
NEW YORK, New York 10021
NORFOLK, Virginia 23510

OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma 73118 
OMAHA, Nebrasaa 68102
PHHADEPHHIA, Pennsylaana 191177 
PHOENIX, Arizona nnOl3 
PITTSBURGH, Pnaanylvania 15222 
PORTLAND, Oregon 97205 
RICHMOND, Virgina 23220 
SACRAMENTO, California 95814
ST. LOUS, Missouri 63103 
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah 84111 
SAN ANTONIO, Texas 78206 
SAN DIEGO, California 92103
SAN FRAACSC!O, California 94102

SANJUAN, Puerto Rico 00917

SAVAAAAH, Gnorgia 31405 
SEATTLE, Washington 98104 
SPRINGFIELD, HUnote 62701 
TAMPA, Morita 33602 
LLIHIAGNON, D. C. 20535

SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATOR (1/12/68)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMNNT OF JUSTICE

Building Tetephone
502 U.S. Post Office & Ct. House 465-71551 
4303 Federal Office Bldg;. CHapel 7-1555
Room 204, Federal Buildnng 272-6-114
27 5 Peachtree St., N.E. JAckson 1-3900

408 U.S. Post Office Bldg. Lexnngton 9-6700 
Room 1400 - 2121 Bldg. 322-7711

John F. Kennedy Federal Richmond 2-155:33
Office Building

400 U.S. Court House Bldg. 856-71300
400 Nhdrntan Buillsin 792-13304
1120 Jefftridi Itsnd3rd Life Bldg. 333-4126 
Room 905, U. S. Court House 431-1333

& Federal Office Building
415 U. S. Post Office & 421-4310

Court House BuUSing
3005 Federal Office Buillian 522-1400
1529 Hampton Street 252-1911
Room 200 - 1811Commerce Riverside 1-1851 

Street
Room 182113, Federal Office BUgj. 222-15981
913 Federal Building Woodward 5-2323

& U. S. Court House
202 U. S. Court House Bldg. 533-74151
206 Dillingh3m Building 59546
6015 Federal Building & Capitol 8-1414

U. S. Court House
1221 Norto Praanolvana Street 632-6155
Room 8 00 - First Federal 948-5000

S3viann Building
414 U. S. Court House & 355-1401

Post Office Building
707 U. S. Court House Baltimore 1-6100

Building
617 Walnut Stoat, Southwest 524-13721
Room 2-011 Federal Office Bldg. 385-1281 
215 U. S. Post Office Bldg. FR 2-3157
1340 West 6th Street Hubbard 3-3551
Room 701) Bank of Iduinvllle Bldg. 583-3941 
841 Federal Office Bldg.. 525-7373
3801 Biscayne Boulevadd 379-2-521
735 U. S. PdstOffins, Customs 276-56144

& Court Hdunn Building
39)2 Federal Building Federal 9-71861
520 Federal Builriag 631-3674
U. S. Post Office & Court 622-5613

Hounn Builriag
510 The Trust Company Bldg. 787-1217
701 NoytlU Avnaue 522-41(571
201 East 69th Street ^high 5-7700
420 U. S. Pdng Office & 62 5-11331

Court Hounn Builring
5104 N. Francis Street VSctdr 2-’6■371 
1010 Fnrnral Office Bldg. 361-1210
500 Widmer Bu1llSag LOcust 3-5300
244 West Osborn Road Cregtwdrd 9-5511
1300 Federal Office Bldg. 670-20(X)
423 U. S. Court Hounn Bldg. 224-1181
200 Wnnt Grace Street 666-2631
2020 J Street 661-1275
2704 Fndnral Bullding Chesnut 1-5357
3203 Federal Building Elgin 5-7521
433 Federal Building CA 5-67-11
3211 Fifth Avenue 297-3361
450 Gdlrna G3gn Avenue, 552-2155

Box 36015
Pan Am Building 765-6000

255 Poacn de Nnoa Avenue
5401 Paulsen Street 354-9911
1015 Srl:tind Avenue Mam 2-0460
421 South Sixto Street 522-9675
Room 610) Fndnral Office Bldg. 228-7661
506 Old Post Office Building 393-7100
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I. 0.4182
4-20-68

Aivil rights - conspira# 
________________INTSRSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBED'

WANTED BY FBI
ALIASES:

JAMIES SARL RAY
Eric Starvo Galt, W. C. Herron, Harvey Lowmyer, James McBride, James O'Conner, James Wilton, James Walyon, Jolin Willard, ‘Jim’

FBI No. 405,948 G

46 M 9 U 000 18
M 4 W I0I

Photographs taken 1960 Photograph taken 1968 
(eyes drawn by artist)

DESCRIPTION
age:: 40, born March 10, 1988, Alton, Ilimois
HEIGHT: 5'10’ EYES: blue
WEIGHT: 463 to 174 pounds COMPEEOION: medium
BUILD: medium RACE: white
HAIR: brown, possibly cut ehott NATIONALITY: Ameriann
OCCUPTOIONS: baker, color matcher, laborerSCARS AND MARKS: small ecar on center of forehedd and emall ecar on 

palm of right handREMARKS: noticeably prorrddiog left ear; repoteddly is a lone wolf; 
allegedly aUenedd dance instruction school; has reporedlily 
compleedd course in badenifiog

CRIMINAL RECORD
Ray has been convicted of burglery, robbery, forging U. S. Postel Money 
Ordess, armed robtrery, and opeatUgg motor vehicle without owner's 
consertt.

CAUTION
RAY IS SOUGHT IN COOOETiTION WITH A MURDER WHEREIN THE
VICTIM WASS SHOT. CONSIDER ARMED AND EETEEEELY DAN­
GEROUS.

A Fedetel wrwant was issued on April 47, 1968, at Birmigpaam, Atebama, cPargiog Ray as Eric Stervo Galt with conspirino to interfere with a Constitrtionrl Right Of a dtizen (Title 18 US 
Codre'.S1^1 841’- a/1'1611’1 warrn"twes ^ ^'dM July 80, 1967, at Jsfreronn City, Missouri, charge Ray with Interstate Flight to Avoid Conrleamnnt ior the crime of Robbery (T,tle.l8 
u. s. core, sectonn 10/J8- r

TLYPl HA'S INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDESESSES OF AIL FBI OEEISSS LISTED ON BACK.

LOCAL FBI OFFICE.

Identlficarion Order 4182 
April 80, 1968

Directory I
Fedeaal Bureau of InvsstigetOrn
WaePlngtnr D. C. 80535

44-/5W.-8 3
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SPECAL ARGENT' IN CHARGE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATINN (1/12/68)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Located at:

ALBANY, New York 12207
ALBUQUERQUE, New Metdoo 67101
ANCHORAGE, Alasaa 99(501
ATLANTA, Georgia 30303
BALTMIRRE, Maryland 21202
BIRMINGHAM, Alalaima 35203
BOSTON, Massachueetts 02203

BUFFAOO, New York 141202
BUTTE, Montana 59711
CHARLOTTEE, North Carolina 26202
CHICAGO, Illinots /0/04

CINCNNfATI, Ohio 45202

CLEVEANND, Ohio 44199
COLUMBIA, South Carolina 29201
DALLAS, Texas 75201

DENVER, Coloanoo 60202
DETROTS, Michigan 4622/

EL PAD, Texas 79901
HONOLULU, Hawaii 9/613
HOUSTON, Texas 77002

INDANAOLLIS, Indiana 4/207
JACKSON, Mississippi 39201

JACKSONVILLE, Florida 32202

KANSAS CITY, Missouri 64106

KNOXVILLE, Tennessee 37902
LAS VEIGAS, Nevada 69101
LITTLE ROCK, Akkangns 72201
LOS ANGELES, California 90017
LOUSSVLLRE, Kentucky 40202
MEMPHIS, Tennessee 36103
MAMI, Florida 33137
MILWAURRE, Wisconsin 53202

MINNEAPOLIS, MimesoU 55411
MOBILLE, Atabama 3//02
NEWARK, NtwJtrtty 07111

NEW HAVEN,, Connecticut 0/510
NEW ORLEANS, Lotutsiaaa 70113
NEW YORK, New York 10021
NORFOLK, Vlrgingl 23510

OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma 73116
OMAHA, Ntbr:tsga /6102
PHILADLPHAA, Ptnanylaania 19107
PHOEINXC, Arizona 65013
PITTSBURGH, Ptnatylgania 15222
PORTLAND, Oregon 97205
RICHMOND, VlrgiIua 23220
SACRAMENTO, California 95614
ST. LOUS, Mlssouri 53103
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah 64111
SAN ANTONTO, Texas 7620/
SAN DIEIGO, California 92103
SAN FRANCISCO, California 94102

SANJUAN, Puerto Rico 00917

SAVANNAH, Geoigiaa 31405
SEAT-TEE, WgthlIgtOnn 96104
SPRINGFEEDD, dEimoss /2701
TAMPA, Florid 33/02
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

Building Tt!ephoate

502 U.S. Post Oifict & Ct. House 4/5-7551 
4303 Federal Offiee Bldg. CHapel 7-11555
Room 204, Federal Building 002-6414
275 Peachtree St., N.E. JAckonn 1-3900
406 U.S. Post Office Bldg. Lexingian 9-7700
Room 1400 - 2121 Bddg. 322-7711
John F. Kennedy Federal Richmond 2-5533

Offiee Building
400 U.S. Court House Bddg. 616-7800
400 Thornonn Building 792-2304
1120 Jtfftl■ton Standard Litt Bldg. 333-4126 
Room 905, U. S. Court House 431-1333

& Federal Office Building
415 U. S. Post Office & 421-3310

Court House Building
3005 Federal Oiiict Building 500-1400
1529 Hampton Street 252-1911
Room 200 - 1810Commerte Rivetsite 1-1851 

Street
Room 16218, Federal Office Bddg. 000-5981 
913 Federal Building Woodward 5-2323

& U. Si. Court House
202 U. S. Court House Bldg. 533-7451
208 Dilfingaam Building 59548
8015 Federal Building & Capttol 6-1414

U. S. Court House
9021 Norft Ptnasydgama Street 830--541 5
Room 600 - First Ftdtgal 946-5000

Savings Building
414 U. S. Court House & 355-1401

Post Offiee Btlldirg
707 U. S. Court House Baltimore 1-8100

Building
/17 Walnut Street, Southwest 524-2721 
Room 2-011 Federal Office Bldg. 365-1281 
215 U. S. Post Office Bldg. FR 2-3157 
1340 West /th Street Hubbard 3-3551 
Room 701, Bank of Lotltvilte Bddg. 563-3941 
641 Federal Offiee Bldg. 525-7373 
3601 Btscaane Boulevadd 379-2-421 
735 U. S. Post Offiee, Cusooms 078-4684

& Court House Building
392 Federal Building Federal 9-7861 
520 Federal Btildirg 436-3674 
U. S. Post Office & Court /22-5613

House Building
510 The Trust Company Bnin:. 767-1217
701 Loyda Avenue 522-41671
201 East 89g Street Ltihigh 5-7700
420 U. S. Post Ofiict & /25-1631

Court House Building
5104 N. Francis Street Victor 2-74171
1010 Federal Office Bddg. 346-1210
500 Wddener Building LOcust 3-5300
244 West Osborn Road Crettwodd 9-5511
1300 Federal Office Bldg. 471-2000
423 U. S. Court House Bldg. 224-41181
200 West Grace Street /44-2831
2020 J Street 441-1275
2704 Federal Building Chestnut 1-5357
3203 Federal Building Elgin 5-7521
433 Federal Building CA 5-6741
3211 Fifh Avenue 090-3361
450 Golden Gate Avenue, 152-0155

Box 38015
Pan Am Building 785--1000

255 Ponce de Leon Avenue
5401 Paulsen Street 354-9911
1015 Second Avenue Main0-0460
421 South Sixth Street 100-9675
Room 890, Ftntral OfSite Bddg. 201-7661
50/ Old Post Office Buildi^ 393-7100

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1. 0.4182.
4-20-68

fllciVIL RIGHT'S - CONSPIRA# 
________________I5AERTASAC_FL■GHT-ROBBED'

WANTED BY FBI
JAMIES EARL RAY —

16 M 9 U 000 12
AtlASES: Eric Starvo Galt, W C Herron, Harvey Lowmyer, Jaimes McBride, James O'Conner, James Walton. Jamias Walyon, John Willard, "Jim" 

- • • - . ................... M 4 W 101

Photographs taken 1960 Photograph taken 1968 
(eyes drawn by artist)

DESCRIPTION
AGE: 40, born March 10, 1928. Alton, Iliinois
HEIGHT: 5’10'’ EYES: blueWE|GHT: 163 to 174 pounds COMPLEOION: medium
BUILD: medium RACE: white
HA'R:_bro™. possibly cut short NATIONALITY: American
OCCUPATIONS: baker, color matcher, laborer
SCARS AND MARKS: small scar on center of forehadd and small scar on 

palm of right hand
REMARKS: noticeably proriddiog left ear: reportedly is a lone wolf; 

allegedly ctrenddd dance instruction scpttt>l; has repotrd<ily 
completed couree in bartending

CRIMINAL RECORD
Ray has berin convicted of burglery, robbery, fo^gigg U. S. Posaal Money 
Ordess, armed rotllrrrry, and operating motor vehicle without owner’s 
consent.

CAUTION
RAY IS SOUGHT IO COONEAOION WITH A MURDER WHLREIIN THE 
VtCTIM WAS SHOTT. CONSIDER ARMED AND LETLELELY DAN- 
GLROUS.

A Feteral warrant was issued ot ApHl 17, 1968, at Bemigpbusl, Alabuma, cPrrrgigg Ray as Eric Starvo Galt with conspiring to interfere with a Eonstitutitlnal Right of a ciiizen (Aitte 18 U S 
Co^c^0!:.^™ TOFm 'a3 "'a™ was a50 iSSUdd ,a July ^r 1967, at Jrfersot City, Missouri, cpargtng Ray with Interstate Flight to Avoid Eoarieureant for the crime of Robbery (T,tle 18 
u. s. Code, Secuon 10/J). ' ‘^
IF YOU HAVE INFOREUT»NN CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL FBI OFFICE 
TELEPOONE NUMBER AND ADDRESSES OF ALL FBI OFHCSS LISTED ON BACK.

Identificarion Order 4182 
April 20, 1968

Feteral BuJau of Investigaton 
Wcspington, D. C. 2051-15

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATINN 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMNNT OF JUSTICE
(1/12/68)

Building TetelhtateLocated at:

ALBANY, New York 12207
ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexioo 87101 
ANCHORRGE, Aaasaa 99501 
ATLANTA, Georgaa 30303 
BALI'BORRE, Maryland 21202 
BIRMINGHAM, Alabama 35203 
BOSTON, Massachueetts 02203

BUFFAOO, New York 14202 
BUTTE, Monlatat 59701
CHARLOTEE, North Carolina 28202 
CHICAGO, Illinots 60604

CNCNNAATI, Ohio 45202

CLEVLAAND, Oho 44199 
COLUMBAA, South Carolina 29201 
DALLAS, Texas 75201

DENVER, Coloaado 80202 
DETIWTr, MCchigan 48226

EL PASO, Texas 79901 
HONOLULU, Hawaii 96813 
HOUSTON, Texlas 77002

INDANNAPOLIS, Indiana 46207 
JAC ISON, Misstssippi 39201

JACKSONVILLE. Florida 32202

KANSAS CHYS, Missouri 64106

KNOXVALLE, Tennessee 37902
LAS VEGAS, Nevada 89101
LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 72201 
LOS ANGELES, Csllfdrnla 90017 
IS)UAVIALLE, Kenhucky _ 40202
MEMPHIS, Tennessee 38103
MIAMI, Florida 33137 
MILWAUAAE, Wtsconsm 53202

MNNIEAPOLIS, Minnedola 55401 
MNNLLE, AAlkUna 36602
NEWARK, NewJerney 07101

NEW HAVEN, Connecichut 06510 
NEW ORLEANS, Loutsinaa 70113
NEW YORK. New York 10021 
NORFOLK!, VUgnHa 23510

OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma 73118 
OMAHA, Nebrarka 68102
PHUADLPHHIA, Penasylsnlka 19107 
PHOADIX, Arizona rsolr 
PITTSBURGH, Penanylvania 15222 
PORTLAND), Oregon 972a5 
RICHMOND, Virginia 23220 
SACRAMENTO, Cslifdrnis 95814 
SA. LOUIS, Missouri 63103 
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah 84111 
IANANTONIO, Texans 78206 
SAN DIEGO, Csliforiik 92103 
SAN FRANCUCO, Callfornta 94102

SANJUAN, Puerto Rico 00917

SAVANNAH, Georgia 31405 
SEATTLE, Wsnhingt<in 98104 
SPHNGF^EDD, IlinoitB 62701 
TAMPA, Florida 33602 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

502 U.S. Pont Office & Ct. Houne 465-7551 
4303 Federal Office Bidg. CHapel 7-1555
Room 204, Federal Buirding 272-6414
275 Peachteee St., N.E. JAckoon 1-3900
408 U.S. Post Office Bidg. Lexhitton 9-6700 
Room 1400 - 2121 Bidg. 322-7711
John F. Kennedy Feieral Richmond 2-5533

Office Bhlldini
400 U. S. Court Houne Bidg. 85678000
400 Thornton Bhlidlng 792-2304
1120 Jtfftrstn Stkrdsrd Life Bidg. 333-4126 
Room 905, U. S. Court Houae 431-1333

& Feieral Office Buildiig
415 U. S. Post Office & 421-4300

Cdhrt Houne Bhildiri
3005 Federal Office Bhlldiri 522-1400
1529 Hampton Street 252-1911
Room 200 - 4840Commeree Rivttsidt 1-18151

Street
Room 18218, Fedeaal Office Bldg. 22355#41 
913 Feieral Bunding Woodward 5-2323

& U. S. Cdhtt Houne
202 U. S. Court Houne Bldg. 533-7451
206 Dillingham Building MM6
6015 Feieral Bhildirg & CapHo! 8-1114

U. S. Cthrt Houne
1221 North aenlnsylrrlka Sreet 632-6415
Room 800 - Firnt Feieral 948-010100

Savings Building
414 U. S. Court Houne & 355-1041

Post Office Burning
707 U. S. Court Houne Brltimtrt 1-6100

BuUdigg
617 Walnut Street, Southwest 524-2721 
Room 2-011 Feieral Office Biig. 385-1281 
215 U. S. Poet Office Biig. FR 2-3157
1340 Went 6th Street Hubbari 3-3551
Room 701, Bank of Sdhiavilte Bidg. 583-3941 
841 Feieral Office Biig. 525-7373
3801 Bnscanee Boutevadi 379-9241
735 U. S. Pont Office, Cuntoms 276-6894

& Court House BhUdlrg
392 Feieral Builcling Feieral 9-7861
52 0 Feieral BuHIing 918-3674
U. S. Post Office & Court 622-5613

House Bhlldini

H

510 The Trust Company Biig. 787-1217
701 Loyola Avenue 122-‘-(671
201 East 69th Street Lehigh 1-’6700
420 U. S. Post Office & 225-2631

Court House Bhiiding
5104 N. Frrrcls Street Victor 2-7471
1010 Feieral Office Bidg. 348-1210
500 Widener BhSldlng LOcust 3-33100
244 West Onlxorn Hoad Cesutdord 9-5511
1300 Feieral Office Bidg. 471-21000 
423 U. S. Cthtt Houne Bidg;. 224-4181 
200 West Grace Street 244-2341 
2020 J Street 4«-1275 
2704 Feieral Bhilding Chestaut 1-5357 
3203 Feieral Bhilding Elgin 5-7 521 
433 Feieral Bhilding CA 5-6741 
3211 Fifth Avenuee 297-3241 
450 Golien Gate Avenue, 152-2155

Box 32011
aar Am Building 761-(3000 

255 aorce ie Leon Avenue
5401 Paulsen Street 154-9941 
1015 Aecond Avenue Mrln1-0■-I00 
421 South Sixto Street 522-l-(675 
Room 610, Feieral Oficee Bidg. 22862241 
506 Oli Pont Offiee Bhiidiig 393-7100

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



(Mount Clipping in Space Below)
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44-1509(1.)

U. S. cities.
Warr-ant Issued

Submitting Office: HOUSTON

EdiUon:

FD-350 (Rev- 7-16-63)

(Indicale page, name of 
newspaper: city and state.

"THE HOUSTON
-CHRONICLE" 

HOUSTON, TEX

Cl>«nnicle News Scrvlce* .

Washington-Hw FM today 
identified Eric Starvo Galt, 
wanted for the killing of Er‘1 
Marim Luther King Jr„ as, 
James Earl Ray, 40, ;m escapee, 
from the Missouri State Pm- 
tentiary. '
, The FBI said he was identi­
fied through a seai•i:h of fin-. 
rerprinis of the more than 53,­
000 persons for whom wanted 
ni>tice5s are on file.-—— '.y

Serving 20-Ycar Term
1 Ray was reported missing 
from the Missouri State Peni- 
ientiary at Jefferson City April 
23, 1967. He was serving a 20- 
year sentence for an armed r-oh- 
bery in St. Louis and operating 
a motor vehicle without the own­
er’s permi'ssinn.
: Ray: who had been at the 
prison since Mar-ch 17, I960, 
I|pent some time in September, 
19G6, in the maximum security 
ward at the state hospital in 
Fulton, Mo. .

A ■ warrant was issued 
Wednesday for a man identified 
as Galt in the April 4 snipe? 
slaying of King in MemphkL 
Tenn.

As Galt, Ray has been the 
object of a cross - country 
sear-ch which expended into 
Mexico. He is accused of con­
spiracy and murder in the_as- 
sassinalion- of King. _ : 4-52-6/

GRIG. SENT TO BUREAU.

,sing Investigated

A 
FBI —HOUSTON

Tie: civil rights leaders WTO 

won the 1964 Nobe! peace prize, 
was shot to death from ambush 
as he stood on the balcony. 
of a Memphis-motel. His assas- 
slinatinn was followed by riot­
ing and disorders in dozens of'

Date: 4/19/68
Author: 
zdliOrZVZRZTTZ E. COLLIER
TlUe:

. The FBI, in a warrant issued 
earlier this week:, charged Gal? 
and an “alleged brother” with 
conspiaccy in Kings slaying. 
Memphis officials have sworn 
out a murder warrant for Galt.

FBI Eir-ector J. Edgar Hoover 
sad Ray had a known arrest

Chaiactei:
or

Classification:

SEARCHED

SERIALIZE!

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Convicted Robber Who Escaped-'
Prison Identified in King Case

forehead and another on the 
palm of his right hand.

He has worked as a baker. 
laborer and color matcher.

The FBI said Ray had been 
a federal fugitive since July 20, 
1967, when an FBI complaint 
was filed at JeUferonn City 
charging him with unlawfully 
fleeing from Missouri to avoid 
confinement,

A man identified as Jamees 
Earl Ray was sentenced to 20

record dating back to 1949. 
Prior to his 1960 conviction in 
St. Louis, Ray was convicted of 
burglary in Los Angeles in 1949; 
armed robbery in Chicago in 
1952!; and forging United States 
postal money orders in Missouri 
in 1955.

He also served time in the 
Los Angdes County jail in 1949; 
state prioons at Joliet and Pon­
tiac, Ill., from 1952 to 1954; and 
the federal penitentiary at 
Leavenworth, Kan., from 1955 
to 1958. .

Served in Army
The FBI said Ray was an en­

listed man in the Army from 
February 1946 to December 
1948, when he was given a gen­
eral dischargee due to ineptnsss 
and lack of adaptability for mih 
itary service.

Durirfg his time in the Army, 
Ray received a three-month sen­
tence at hard labor for bemg 
drunk and breaking arrest.

A drifter since he left school 
in the 10th grade at Alton, Ill., 
the FBI said he has used the 
names of James McBride, 
James Walton, W. C. Herron1!' 
James O’Conner, and John Wil­
lard.

John Willard was the name 
used by tee man who cheeked 
into a Memphis looming house 
from which the shot that killed 
King apparently was fired.

Ray claims to have been born । 
Mar-ch 10, 1928 in Illnois—but 
the FBI did not say where. He! 
is about 5-feet-10, weighs 163 to 
174 pounds, has blue eyes and 
brown ham and two scars: A 
small, nnemn the center=ef^his

'years in prison on Dec. 17, 1959, 
in St. Louis circuit court on 
armed robbery chaggsr, police 
recodss show. At the time, Ray 
was 30 years old and was living„ 
in St. Lorns.

Charged in Holdup
Ray and another ex-convict, 

James Owens, were chargdd' 
with the $190 robbery of a Kro­
ger store on the St. Louis south 
side.

A jury in the court of Circuit 
Judge John Casey deliberated 
20 minutes before convicting 
Ray.

Casey assessed the pumssh- 
ment under the Missouri habit- . 
ual criminal act. When Ray was 
being taken to the courtroom by 
Sheriff's Deputy Earl Riley, he 
attempted to escape! by jumpmg 
unto a third floor elevator.

Riley handcuffed Ray and 
ibrought him to the courtroom.

Ray mate three attempts to 
escape from the state peniten­
tiary. In 1961 he made his first 
unsuccesuUul attempt and in 1966 
he escaped from his cell but 
was? found hiding in a ventilaf 
tion shaft.

He escaped for the third time 
in April of last year after serv, 
ing seven years of his 20-year 

Iterm..^ . . ^...

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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UP I Telephoto

Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark announced today Galt (right in 1968 photo), against whom
that the FBI pas identified Jaimes Earl Ray a federal complaint has been filed in connec- "
(left in I960 photo)) an escapee from the tion'with the fatal shooting of Dr. Martin ,
MiSeoUrLState Penitentiary, , as Eric Stanau Luther King Jr.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FROM POST NEWS SERVICES 
” WASHINGTON — The elu­
sive, Eric Starvo Galt:, who is 
charged with killing Dr Mar­
tin Luther King Jr, was iden­
tified by the FBI Friday as a 
40-year-old drifter and prison 
escapee named James Earl 
Ray. .

The FBI said Galt’s rea 
identity was traced througti 
“a systematic and exhaustive 
search' -of latent fingerprints’- 
developed in the King case 
against the iingerprini:s oi 
more than 53,000 persons for 
whom wanted notices are on 
file in the , bureau’s identi­
fication divssion.

GALT IS only one oi the 
names Ray has used in 
brushes with the la.w which 

f began, .according to the. EBI 
dossier, when he was 21.

The FBI said he has used 
the names oi James McBride, 
James Walton, W. O. Herron;; 
and Jamels O’Connor, John 
Willard and Harvey ' Low- 

1 myer. . . J
! He was described as about 5 
J feet 10, weighing' 163 to ’74 
I pounds, with blue eyes and ■ 
I brown hair and two scar's:: a 
j small scar in the centter oi the 

forehead and another on t:he 
. . palm of his ri^ght hand.

At the time King was shot 
by a sniper in Memphite. April 
4, Ray was being sought on a 

. iail..breaking charge.
I THE FBI said he-escarped 

on April 23, 1967, from the'-
I Missouri State Penitentiary at 

Jefferson City, where he was 
serving a 20-year sentence for - 

_armdd7ru^bdlr^Jn_saint3^’uSL_:

gay, when EHrDl- 
rector J. Edgar Hoover iddnii—- . 
fied Galt as the mam sought 
for conspiracy in the slaynrg, '
he said that Galt had taken 
dancing lessons in New Or­
leans in 1964 and 1965. But 
Friday’s FBI announcement 
!aid Ray was in prison ba 

ween 1960 and 1967, when m 
scaped. . i

1 Ray was sentenced to 20 ] 
year's in 1959, on a'charge of j 
armed robbery in Saint Lou’s 
Circuit Court. He and another 
dx—conVlct, Jamies Owens, .
were convicted of robbmg a 
Saint Louis supermakeet of 
$190. . . . ,

i RAY ATTEMTTDD to es- 
i cape from the court; room by 
jumpmg into an elevator. He 
made two unsuccessful at- i 
tempts to escape from the

I Missouri penitentiary before,' .
1 he succeeeed last r'ear. I
I The. discrepancy, federalj 
| sour-ces said, arose from an' 
terror into the investilaatinn of J 

the background of ‘Galt:.”
j The FBI handed out two 1 
J.pictures of Ray taken in 1960. •. 
; In sever-al ways, they matehed j 
I pictimes of Galt taken in 1968. » 
[ RAY, WHO is now being J| 

' ’ought on a Tennesdde:mur— .£ 
1 der charge in the King slayG 
! ing, has an arrest record dat-j 
J ing at least to 1949 when hej 
. servoed time in Los Angeles onj 
' a burglary’ charge. '
; • Ths followed his. discharged

’’THE HOUSTON POST” 
4/20/68 
HOUSTON, TEXAS

L
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= Continued From PagTT 
he served as an enlisted man 
from. February, 1946, to De­
cember’, 1948, when he re­
ceived a general discharge for 
ineptness and lack of adapt­
ability.

His Army record showed a 
three-month sentence at har’d 
labor for being drunk: and 
breaking arrest, the FBI said.

THE BUREAU’S dossier on 
Ray indicaees he has been a 
drifter since he left school in 
the 10th grade at Alton, Ill.
' He has workcedi as a baker, 
laborer and color matcher.
, In 1952, according to the 
FBI, he was convicted in Chi­
cago for armed! robbery and 
served two years in Joliet and 
Pontia, Ill, state prisons. In 
1955, the FBI said, he was 
convicted of forgmg U.S. post­
al money orders in Missouri 
and was confined to Lea­
venworth peniteniiary until 
1958.

Warden Harold Swenson of 
the Missouri State Prison in 
Jefferson City, said Ray was 
“an evasive type of person.”
“I DON’T think anyody ei­

ther liked him or disliked 
him,” the warden said.

Swenson said Ray had suc­
ceeded in escaping from the 
prison by hiding in a bread 
(truck. He had been workmg in 
(the prison’s food sendee sys­
tem.

The FBI said Ray has listed 
his birth date as March 10, 
1928, and his birthpacce as H- 
lino’s.

The city clerk at Alton, Ill, 
Paul A. Price, said a James 
EarTKay^was born there on

March 10, 1928, the son^oua 
laborer

THE PRINCIPAL at Alton 
Senior High School said his 
records showed three people 
named Jam.es Ray attended 
the school during the period 
the wanted man would have 
been there.

THE PRISON in Jefferson 
City, Mo, listed his mother as 
Mrs Lucille Ryan of Sain 
Lou’s. A brother, Jerry W 
Ray, was reported to live ir 
Wheeling, Hl, and another 
brother, John Ray in Saint 
Louis.

The bureau did not say 
what set of fingerprints in the 
King case was matched with 
those of Ray, but it is pre­
sumed that prints wer-e found 
on a rife dropped near the 
scene of the killing as well as 
in the furn’shed room occu­
pied by the sniper..

The FBI also has reported 
recovering a white Mustand 
automobiee in Atlanta, Ga., be 
lieved to have been used by 
the killer.

In a warrant obtained by 
the FBI Wednesday, the fugi­
tive was accused of con­
spiring with an individual “al­
leged to be his brother” to 
“nrjure, oppress, threaten, or 
intimidate Martin Luther 
King Jr.”

JAMES EARL RAY, ALIAS ERIC GALT 
JO-Year-Odd Drifter and Missouri Fugitive
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

UDescriptions' of King
I; SusPect at Variance
‘ Memphis, Tenn. (AP) — A assassination in Memphis, are 
ranking Memphis police offiicer the same person. . , j,ranking Memphis pohce officer 
acknowlegces there are a 
who! lot of discrepancies” in
official dcscripliaes of the man 
sought as the eaipcr slayer of 
’Dr. Martin Luther'King Jr.

Asst. Chief Bill Price referred 
tn' etatemnnes that Jamees Earl 
Ray, 40, an escaped Mieeouri 
cOnvi<tt, and Eric Starvo Galt, 
.fiiet sought for Kings AP^l 4

"You don't know what to look 
for,”. Price said Sunday as of­
ficers here and elsewhere con­
tinued their investigation of the 
slayrng. The aatOrnwiCe man­
hunt continuet.'

T’he FBI' issued a coaepracyy 
warrant’ Wednesday for Galt, 
then updated their case Friday 
b/ saytog a fingerprint- wm- 
parieon ehowed Galt was really

■ Ray- ■ ■ . „ 
(The•naming of Ray.m the

'case caused confusfon, primari-

(Indlcats page, name of . ■ I 
newspaper; city and stats.) ' , 
’ 'the Houston: chronicle” 
.HOUSTON. ,; TEXAS - ...*'!.;.

' ly because earlier official state­
mens iaeic.atc that Galt and 

■Ray were in eiflici,cat plali!es at 
■ 't;he same timn. i .

i When Galt was charged as a 
'conspirator in King’s death by 
,rifle bullet:, the FBI said the 
1 man had taken danctog lessons 
in New Oceans in 1964-65. The 
HBI said later the earlier de- 
^ription should tave eaid GaU 
reportedlyJook dancmg lessor 
rather than stating it flatly.
ti During that time, Ray was ia 
.t;he Mieeouri State Pnoon at 
Jefferson City, serving a 20- 
year sentence for a 1959 euper- 
market robbery. . . '
.. The age of the man also was 
in'conflict. ' .

estimated his age as in the laje1 
20s. The- FBI, in ieeuing i ts 
warrant- for Galt, said he had 
given his birthdate ’ July aQ; 
1931. That would make him 36. 
The FBI said Friday Ray is 40.'

Thie per'sonatities of the. two; 
mien are eometimes at odds..; A 
prison pal dcecribed Ray as 
virtually a nondrinker. The FBI 
dgecrbbes Galt as a fancier of 
beer and vodka.. '■ , , ., p

There were other diffeennees:, 
' • Galt: neat appearance'. Ray-’ 

carelees appeaannee.- • _ v,
Galt: Southern accent. ’Ray: 

born in Alton, - Ill. No .’Southern 
accent. • . . " '. ■ '

Atty. Gen. Ramey ■ .013^ 
who came to Memphis after 
King was slain, at first rued 
out a' conspiaccy, but ideal the 

■ FBI issued its warrant for Galt 
. on a coaepiaacy charge. , ' 
i Pohre here have their 'own 
investigation of the ■ slayni g 

i under way, and officials say 
t detectiess are working har'd on 
■ the naee. • . " .
■ One ..theory; within the Mem-’ 
phs department is tort Erte 

> Starvo Galt is 'a myth, pato

Date:
Edition:
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4-22-68:

EdnortEVERETT' D 
Title:

COLLIER

etakiagly created by the. ^I
----------  — -------------- epiratoTS-ae a' smoke screen L 

'a Memphis i■oomiag housefomsL^t/Somiebody .has muddied the 
wheretoi fatal bullet was firedl waters,-” Price said.', *p J,

Witaesses who saw a man in
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File Nn.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHNNGONN, D.C. 205315

April 20, 1968
JAMES EARL RAY

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the 

alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the 

widest possibte disseminatinn of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt 

location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunnhoo slaying of 
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis,, Tennessee, motel.

An exoauhtive FBI fingerprint search, comparmg latent fingerprinhs uncovered 
in the Dr. King case against fingerprntte of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted 

notices have been posted determmed that Galt and Ray are identical.
A Federal warrant, issued at BirmingOam, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conhPiring to interfere with a Consti­

tution^ Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the 

Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­
ment after convictoon for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of 
burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinoih on March 10, 1928, Ray 

is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown 

hate. He has a n^vous habit of tugging at an ear tebe and his left ear protrudes noticeably.
Described as a "loner and "drfter, " with a "rural" qusdity in his speech, Ray 

has worked as a baker1, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and 

completed a course at a school of bartendmg.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any informa^on 
concernfag him to the rarest FBI offilce. .44-150961-27
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGONN, D.C. 20535

File No- April 20, 1968
JAMES EARL RAY

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the 

alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader 

Dr. Martin Luthe1 King, Jr., is one of the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. "

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list:, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the 

widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt 
location. Ray ha.s been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of 
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis,, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search:, compartag latent fingerprints uncovered 

in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted 

notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical.
A F^ral warrant, issued at Birmmgham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­
tutional Right of a Unified Stat;es citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the 

Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­
ment after conviction for armed robbery.

Possessi.ng an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of 

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.
A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Ilmois on March 10, 1928, Ray 

is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown 

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ^ lobe and his left ear protrudes noticlably.
Described as a "Io01- and "drffter, " with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ray 

has worked as a baker1, laborer and color matcher. He ha.s taken dancing lessons and 

complet;ed a course at a school of bartending.

Considlr Ray armed and extremely dangerous, 

concerning him to the nearest FBI office.
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FBI loses some of its shine
i : The hunt for the assassm of Dr., . whether it really took that long., or ;
: Martin Luther King Jr. has taken whether the FBI was withholding the 
; .some odd turns, and one of the more information. ' . :
।. unusual ones is the way the Juitice . It was not until Sunday that the FBI *
'• Department and ite agency, the Fpd■ put Galt or Ray on its most wanted ;;

-eral Bureau of Investigation,, have list. The success of the list in appee-.'}
been behaving. ' . hendmg wanted persons over .the';
' Immediately after’ the killing Atty., years has been good. It is hard to un- i 

j Gen. Ramsey Clark exuded optimism dersaand why the description and j 
. about an arrest. “We are very close,” photo of Galt were not ■• reeeased as , 
j ^e said. A few days later he said he - soon as they were uncovered. . j 
j hoped t;o pr’ovide a picture of the sus- - The FBI could never be accused of ; 
j. fleet. But it was ho1 until a week after being loose-lipped, but the most want- ■ 

the murder that t;he FBI m-adrertent- , ed is was a creation of i.t:i dirpctorj, ;
ly disclosed the name of Eric Sterne j. Edgar Hoove:.. He has always been 1
Galt. ' . proud of the' role it has played in ap-:proud of the' role it has played in ap- .

i‘ And so it has gone since April 4. prehending those fortunate enough 1 
. Clark’s optimism has faded, and the to be liseed. • • . ■ . ■»(

FBI has seemed almost mtent on keep-' ' Wp wonder' if the. recent poHcjn 
ing the public confused. . . adopted by t:he American Bar Assn, j

The FBI’s image as the smoothest. .against pre-trial publicity has unduly 1 
' man-hunting agency was tarnished by influenced the FBI. If thiis is the case, ,•
: the tength of time taken to identify the resues are plain enough. The pub- ■
; the fingerprinis of Galt as those of .ex-, lic linking of Gat and Ray was' made »
■ c<onvict James Earl Ray. It was 15 days about t;wo weeks after the kiliing, and I
; after the assassination. In queition1;is==no,onp has yet been apprehemedL^ .

(Indicate page, name of 1 ' 
newspaper, city and state.) , 

"THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE"" 
HOUSTON, TEXAS i
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG, NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : All Investigative Employees

SUBJECT-:

Director, FBI

JAMIES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE
I.O. #4182; W.F. #442-A
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY
"TEN MIOST WANTED FUGITVTES” PROGRAM

DATE: April 22, 1968

RELEASE DATE: SAT'URDAY P.M., APRIL 20, 1968

THE CRIMES: Ray escaped from the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, 
on April 23, 1967, while serving a 20-year sentence for armed robbery and operating a 
motor vehicle without the owner's permission. He subsequently allegedly conspired, under 
the alas Eric Starvo Galt, to violate the civil rights of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., shot to 
death on the balcony of a Memphss, Tennessee, motel on April 4, 1968.

THE CRIMINAL; A 40-year-old white native of Ehnois, who is known as a "loner" and 
"drifter" and has taken elaborate steps to establish a falsie identity, Ray has an extensive 
criminal record, including convictions for burglarry,, robbery and forgmg U. S. Postal Money 
Order's!. Outetanding characteristiss include a straight narrow nose, straight and even teeth, 
a noticeably protrudnng left ear and a nervous habit ^ tuggiig at an ear lobe. He has taken 
dancing lessons, attended barteIdiing school, enrolled in a correppoirdenee course in tock­
smithing and traveled wi.dely in a 1966 Mustang recovered in Atlanta, Georgia, a week after 
Dr. King's murder. Ray likes western and country music, drinks vodka and beer and has 
worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher.

PROCESS: A Federal warrant issued at Jefferson City, Missouri, on July 20, 1967, charges 
Ray with unlawful interste.ee flight to avoid confinement for robbery. Another Federal war­
rant, issued at BtrmiIgJham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, charges Ray, as Eric Starvo Galt, 
with coospiring t;o interfere wit;h a Constitutional Right of a citaen.

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES': Ray is a special addition to the list of "Ten Most 
Wanted Fugitives. " The list as of Saturday p. m., April 20, 1968, was:

THEY ARE ALL ARMED AND DANGEROUS. If you receive any information, give it

John Wiliam Clouser LO. #3837 Charles Liee Herron I.O. #4163
Howard Callens Jphoepo LO. #40319 George Edward Wells LO. #4175
George Benjamin Wiliams LO. #4072 David Evans LO. #4177
Gordon Dale Ervin LO. #4087 Fraoklio Allen Paris LO. #4178
Carmen Raymond Gagliardi LO.

James
#4101
Earl Ray

David Stuart Neff 
LO. #4182

LO. #4179

at poce to your SAC or appropriate supervisor.
PHOTOGRAPHS, FINGERPRINTS AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA OF ALL FUGITIVES ON THE
LIST ARE ON THE REVERSE SIDE. 44-/^6 94129

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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DAVID EWJS, also known as: 

"Pee Wee."
N: born 10-11-44: 5'7-5'8"; 140-150 lbs 
med bld: blk hair; brn eyes; 1t comp;
000 - lab, uphhosterer. Wanted by FBI 
for BANK ROBBERY and UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO 
AVOID PROSECUTONN (Burglary, laroeny, 
and Receiving Stolen Goods)).
HENTIFCCATONN ORDER #-4177
FBI#-388 901 E
DATE PHOTO TAKEN!: 1966

CHARLES IEE HERRON, also known as: 
lee Jones.

N: born 4-21-37 (?); 5'7"-5'8"; 145­
150 lbs; sldr bld; blk hair; brn eyes; 
dk oomp; ooo - clerk. Wanted by FBI 
for UNLAWFUL FIiIGHT TO AVOID PROSECU­
TION (Murder; Assault with Intent to 
Comnit Murder).
nENTWCATTOON ORDER #-41613 
FBI#-313 926 G
DATE PHOTO TAW!: UNKOWWN

16 0 29 W MO 15I 26 U 001 13

1t thumb

M
MM 

13 o 29 W 000 10I 18 U 001 14

1t thmnb

GEORGE EDWARD WEILS, also known as: 
George W. Cox, Hoyd Kuozmmrski.

W; born 5-14-16; 5'8’’; 165-175 lbs;
med bld; brn hair, gr; brn eyes; med 
comp; 000 - maintenance worker*, painter.
Warted by FBI for UNLAWFUL FIGHT TO 
AVOW PROSECUTONN (Imed Robbery);
DTTRRTAATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN* 
PROPERTY.
D■NTFrCATTOON ORDER #-41.75
FBI#-- 467 173
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1967

II
IMM

14 0 13 U 000 21
I 17 U 000 12

rt rang

CARMEN RAYOQND GAGLIARDI, also known as: 17 
Carmelo Raimondo Ggliardi (tuue name),
Carman R. Ggliardi.

W; born 10-1-400; 5'10 1/2"; 185-200 lbs; 
hvy bld; blk hair; brn eyes; med comp; 
OOO - lab. Wan-toed by FBI for UNIAlWFUI 
FIGHT TO AVOW PROSECUTiONN (Murder-).
:IR®NTIFOIATOON ORDER #-4101
FBI#-566 944 D
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1965

GEORGE BENJAMINN WIIIlIMR, 23 M 21 W
also known as: Allen I 31 W
Benjamin Colby, Ben Jackson, 
George Benjamin Willim.

W; born 6-1.5-11.; 5'6’’; 155 lbs; 
med bld; bra hair, gr, balding; 
bl eyes; rdy comp; rt rang fngr 
amp; ooo - constr worker-, dairy 
worker, meoh, miner-, pipe fitter. 
Wanted by FBI for BANK ROBBERY. 
IR>BOTIFOITTION ORDER #4072 
FBI#-497 062 
DATE PHOTO TAKEN!: 1965

M 29 W OOM 
I 32 W 001 20

It rnng

DOO AMP Ref: 22
000 19 31

rt middle

16 M 9 U 000 12
M 4 W IOI 17

1t index

FRANKLIN ALLNN PARIS, also known as: 
Franklin Allen Morrisnn, Al Paris, 
Allie Paris, Frank Allen Paris, 11 S 
Franklnn Allen Paris. M

W; born 1-20334; 6'2"; 190-210 lbs; 
med bld; brn hair; br-n eyes; med comp; 
000 - horse trader, horse trainer, 
rancher. Wanted by FBI for UNIAWFUI. 
FIGHT TO AVOID PROSECUTONN (Burglary). 
IDEOTIIFIOCATION ORDER #--411.78
FBI#-595 084 A
DAI’S PHOTO TAKEN: 191666

JOOWWAARD OAIJEORS JOHNSON, also known as: 
"Dirty Red."

N; torn 4-14-16 (?); 5'9"; 160-170 
ll>s; med bld; blk hair; br-n eyes; 
med comp, fleckled; 000 - brCotaason, 
carpenter, lab. Wanted by FBI for 
UNUWOUL FIGHT TO AVODD PAORBCOTOON 
(Murder).
UNTIFIOOATION ORDER #-410269 
FBI#-1 501 7216
DAT’S PHOTO TAKEN: 19159

JOHN WIIIiIM CIOUSSER, also known as: 
Jack Clauser, John WilHmi Clause-, 
Chuck A. Wiliams.

W; born 3-29-32; 5’9"; 175-200 lbs; 
stilly bld; blond hair, may be dyed blk; 
bl lyli; rdy comp; ogo - clerical 
worker-, stock clerk. Wanted by FBI 
for INIEARSTATE TfINJSPORIATION OF 
STOIEN* MOTOR VEHICLE.
R)EOTFFOIATONN ORDER #-3837 
FBI#-229 1.25 C
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 19653

GORDDONN DALE ERVIN-, also known as:
Dale Ervin.

W; born 5-30-26; 5,-1"-6•0;; 170 lbs; 
med bld; brn hair; bl eyes; med comp; 
000 - carpenter, iiflgladn, mach shop 
worker, loo<ilotlle freman, salesman­
shipyard worker, typist. Wanted by 
FBI for UNIAWFUI FIGHT TO IVOIDD 
OONFONEMONT (Araud Robbery).
REOTI!FO:IATOON ORDER #-41(817
FBI#-2S>0 533 I
MTS PHOTO TAKEN: 19(65

W
0 32 W MOM 12
0 32 W MII

lt IttH

MMI 
MMM

25 L 1 R 000 8
L 1 U 000 14

rt index

17 I 31 W III 10I 26 R OMM 9

1t nndex

DAVID STUART NEFF, also known as: II
Steven Andrews, Solomon Baker, Steven IM
Greene, Georee Medina, Da-vid J. Neff, 19 0 17 W 100 18
Davdd Stewart Neff, Donald O'Breen. I 19 W 000 16

W; born 12-266-356; 5'8"-5'9"; 190-200 lbs; 
hvy bld; br-n hair; br-n eyes; med comp;
000 - horse trainer, lab, painter, 
plimber, surveyor. Wanted by FBI for 
BANK ROBBERY.
IDBNTIFO3ATION ORDER #-4179
FBI#-524 874 D
DAI® PHOTO TAKENO: 1965

rt rnng
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all”-and that he' telephoned-

W

.cate page, name of 
spaper, city and state.)

n
1

. her from there on Sunday.' .ington said i’js checking nu­
merous “rumor stories”- on 
the King assassination, .■•io- 
cludmg one invoMgg New Or­
leans. ■

Meanwhlte. the Federal 'Bu- “he wanted to take off, that’ 
reau of Invte5tiaatinn in Wash ..................................

Police in ■ northwest
Mexico say they are ques­
tioning a U.S. citizen who 
they say resembees James

• Earl Ray, wanted on a 
charge of slaying' Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.
in Baltimoee, however, the 

i arrested man’s mother said, 
। ”There is just no connection, 
i He doesn't even look like 
' him.”

Lt. Robert Fletcher of the 
Judicial Police Invesiigntion 
Office in Caborca, Mexlco, 
’aid the man carried a U.S. 
passport issued to Daniel 
David Kennedy. Ftetche^ said 
the man denied any connec- .„ 
tion"Wiitfr'^Kiog’s assassmafion .

PAGE 1

states-item

NEW ORLEANS, LA

j and said he was from Balti-- year-odd epn■icf^B^lttmorC' 
more. . March 24 to go to MexIicH-..

. “HE WAS SO HAPPY when
he talked to me,” said Mrs. 
'Kennedy. “He said people 
were so friendly to him there, 
becauee everythlgg was so 
peaceful and quiet.”
Fletcher said earlier that the 

man he was holding'madc a' 
telephone call ' to -Baltimore 
this week asking that money 
be sent to him in Caborca.

Agents of the Soncra state 
l police were en route to ' Ca­

borca to return the man to 
HerrnosiHo, the state capiall, 
Feeteher said. He added that ' 
FBI agents were on their way 
to Hermoslllo from Arizona 
but in Phoenix. John Mull, in 

■ charge of the FBI in Arizona, 
said he had heal'd nothing 
from Mexcean authorities and 

_n.one • of his agents was co 
route to HermosiUo. = -—-—;

LOUIS LOMAX- a newsman 
for the North American News, 
paper Alilanee, continued -to 
follow Ray’s trail between 
Los Angeles and New Orleans 
and reporied that “it becomes 
increas'tngly ccrtaio” that a 
Dec. 16, 1967, phone 'call Ray 
made from Houston to New 
Orleans “will provide the 
clue” to who paid for the as- 
sassioatton. . ।

Io Baltimot•e, Mrs. Pearl E.. 
Kennedy said an FBI agent ' 
told her Mexican authorities 
were holding her son, Daniel, 
Davdd, b-ecauee a Mextean po-.' 
lice officer said he rcecmbled 
the man accused of killing the 
Negro civil rights learder. ■»—
“It was impossibee for him 

to do it,” said Mr-s. Kennedy'. 
“He. wouldn’t even hurt a .fly, 
let alone kill a .human being ’.”

Mrs. Kennedy saRrhp 41-
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FLETCHER SAID he pik4kd- 
the man up about 6 p. m. yes­
terday in a cafe in Caborca, 
about 80 mikts southwest of 
Nogales,. Ariz. The officer said 
he took the man in, bkctuuke 
of -his similarity to publtshee 
photographs of Ray.

Fletcher said the man cross­
ed the border at Nogales on 
April 7 and told him he had 

1walked to Caborca.
"' Pohce in Ciudad Victoria 
Ee!ktained another man briefly 
3•■:10 days ago becauee he fitted 
-the general description of 

Ray. There have been re- 
.ports from several other MexL 

1--can ci.tkts of persons spotting 
L men r•erembligg Ray.

LOMAX REPORTED that I 
Ray met a man Lomax ieknt,i- i 
fed only.as “a major New 
Orleans ineettriaittt” at the 
motel on Dec. 17,

In a new dispatch today 
fr'om Yuma, Ari.,, Lomax ok- 

;ported that the skarca for the 
■ person or peosons invoked in 
the assassination has cioskd 
in on a mysteriers Hollywood!

' blonde who knew Ray better 
■ taay anyone klsk and the 
equally mysterious New Or- 
ikans tneertoialttt with whom

■ ’-■ The FBI announced April 17 Ray maintained constant teiei 
• that it was rkekinn a man phone contacl.. , - 
iidkntifiee as Eric Starvo Galt . Altho.ulgh the FBI investiga­

TO’

1 in connection with King’s slay'- ton ’eems to be stynued, Lo-, 
king in Memph’s April 4. : max yesterday wrote, “These-;

. .fads can.be reported! as a:
TWO DAYS LATER, the bu- •r•kselt of this reporter's ef-

<reau said a “systematic and foott”: % I
-.-■kxhaestike seaoi:h” through its •

fingerprint files rkvkated that ’ “JAMES EARL RAY spent 
uGalt and Ray, a 40-yeaOiOld ■considkoabte time as a oksi- 
■ drifter and prison escapee, dent of the St.. Franc’s hotel 
.-.iaok^the-Samk man. ' . along Hollywood Bi[vii. in Los
’: Ray fled the Mlssoer^FeiifH-Angeler. Each evkninn at ap- 
’ -tentiary April 23, 1967, white : proximately 6 o’clock he en- 

rkovylg the seventh year of a tered a pubic teiepho>ye booth 
’ 20-year sentence for robbery ’in the hotel lobby and made 
?.and auto theft in St. Louds. t long-d’stance, pre-padi cal’s,
i- The FBI said Eric Starvo " “The wm^r of ith’s booth 
“Galt was one of a rtoinn of •is known and an intensive in- 
L aliases erkd 'by Ray in fre-• vestigaiion is eneeo way to 

- - ......... • ' d’scover whom Ray was call-quent brushes with the law 
-• beginning when he was 21 
year's old, severed year’s aft­
er he dropped out of high 
school in the 10th. grade.

RAY WAS described as 5
Vfeet;, 10, inches tall, 163 to

174 ■ pounds, with brown hair,:is a slogan oft;en u’ed by 
-blue eyes and small scars Sommers who resent having ' 
‘on his forehead and- right loSi thie: c?1 War.” 
palm. He was said to have a ’ The writing on the phone 

Thiabit of teggylg on an ear booth wall is ’unrounded by 
twhen nervous. His left ear • draw.^S? of swa’tikas and 
protrudes .’linttll further the Maltese Cross. Yet an- 
p ............ other eooeling on the wallthan his right ear. __ , „ .

The FBI; said acqeaintances read’ Down wM Mexccans, 
of Ray caned him a loner, Niggers and Martin Lutlier 
who .-iiakt-beer and vodka,'CoT(on..’ , „ , „ , „ 
favors country and Western ■ It is believed teat Ray, 

- - then known as Gall:, made themusc and speaks with a 
rural twang. - eooelings.

In Washington, the FBI But t^’’0°™^- ckrtfitke
■.said it -’asbeen swanp5tdLby>y w^ ^/jl flnnkopotnt . 

wita “rumor stories” in the • e^p^’, ma^Jat^’wOtttan on I 
Sinigi■rtaying and is checking *he wa l wtta that on thk back ' 
' them out;. The agency had 
abcen asked about the revklt' •

tion ykStereay that Ray was 'of , r . , 
registered at the Provincial—i°ygk,d„to Rayown to have bk■
Motel, 1027 Chartres, from 
Dec. 17 through 19 last year’.

■ mg. •
- ‘'Accordnng to people who 
kykw Ray, he had a doodUng 
habit and 'the walls of the 

. phone booth involved reveal 
that someone had written 
‘death before dishonor.’ Ths—

; THE MYSTERIOUS blonde, 

friend of Ray hats been traced 
first to Cincninati and then 
to Milwaukee. It is ceriam 
that Ray purchased her ticket 
to visit., her parents in the 
Midwese. .

It is also cevian that she 
left her parens three weeks 
ago and moved into a Mllwau- 
kee hotel under an assumed 
name and with a man who 
said he was her husband. 
The woman in question is not 
marriee.

On April 22, the woman, so 
far idkntfifted only as Jerri, 
wrote a. Los Angeles frinid a 
letter. The letter mdicated 
that Jerri had moved into the 

.motel a few day's after King 
was assassinated and that she 
planned to return to Los An­
geles in two weeks. .

The woman is not a suspect 
in the case. InvestigaOors 
hope she can give addition­
al dktaits about Ray’s activi­
ties and contacts;.

Lomax is now foUowtag 
Ray’s trail from Los Angeles 
to New Orleans, where Lomax 
said Ray made contact with 
a man “who is probably an 
industrialist and a builder” 
shortly before last Christmas. 
Lomax’ story continued:

“DURING' THE trip Ray 
made several telephonic ef­
forts to reach his New Or­
leans contact;. The first three 
efforts results in a ‘no an­
swer-.’ On the fourth try, Ray 

. s-get an answer but the evi­
dence suggests that the party

he wished to contact was not 
there. s-x-a
“It is further evident that 

Ray, during the fourth phone 
call, made a date t;o call his 
contact at 9 o'clock the fol- 
lowmg evening. This partieu- 
lar call was made from, a 
ptlOite booth near Yuma. At 
approximately 9 p. m. Dec. 
16, Ray contacted his New 
Orleans ally, fr'om a phone 
booth in Houston.

“LATE YESTERDAY after­
noon, another startinig devel­
opment occurred. The woman. 
known as Jerri, along with 
her ‘husband.’ suddenly van­
ished from the Royal Hotel, 
435 Michigan st., Mllwaukee.

“Shortiy after a long dis­
tance call from this reporter, 
the woman and the man al­
leged to be her husband sud­
denly checked out of the mo- 
tki,” Lomax wrote. .
“Accordnng to the otlitf 

cikok who works only on Wed­
nesday, the eercriptOon of the 
woman’ husband is similar 
to that of James Earle Ray. 
This discoosure adds under-- 
rtan.dylg to the FBI press re­
lease that they were teaochl- 
ing for Ray near the Cana­
dian border which is not too 
far from Wisconsin.

“Even so, the search for 
the bankroltess of Ray con­
centrates on New Orleans and 
il.becomer increasmgty cer­
tain that Ray’s phloite call ' 
from the phone boothjnHous- 
ton will provide the clue”
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„ - ’BYJACKNEISON
• ©‘1568 The Los Angeles Times- I

, WashOnston Posit News Servcee

Atlanta—James Earl Ray, the 
accfssiei aeeassm of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, was visited in the 
Missouri State -P'reion by his 
frother, John, a day before es- 
Vaping the prison last tsar-ac—- 
ilording to Warden Harold-Swen-

’"Pr,is>on ricoree from 1960 list- 
I ed John and Jerry Ray as re- 
sieinn with their grandmother, 

1 Mits-. Mary Maher,, at 1913 Hick- 
1 ory St., St. Louis, but an.in- 
! vietination showed they had not 
' lived there for several ysaer.

‘Well,, somebody made a pret­
ty penny on that,” Ray told Cur-’ 
tis after hiarinn of Kennedy's: 
death.-. 7 • ■ 7 ■ rJ

. Abiout a week later,, in the yard
, if the Missouri state -pri’M at; 
Jefferson City, a “new man justg 
n off the etr•iit” told them “the’1

An FBI complaint filed on 
April' 17 accused Eric Starvo 
Galt, whom the FBI has since 
identified as James Earl Ray, 
of conspiring with “an in-Kv-d- 
ual whom he aheged to be his 
brother?’ to violate Dr,. Kings 
civil righ’s. The complaint did 

• not name the individual.
■ In a telephone interview Tues- 
.day from the prison at Jeffer­
son City, Warden Swenson said 
prison records showed it was 
the eighth time John Ray had 
visited his br■othsr-, who was 
eiSlvinn 20 years for robbery. '■ 

; „ FBI Won't Comment , 
I Newsmen have been unabte 

to locate John Ray and the FBI 
refuses to say aotthion about 
him. ', - . • ■ •• -.......

Memphis police also have ac- 
'cueed'James Earl Ray, in the 
name of Galt, with murder.

War•iien Swenson said prison 
r•scor•es show that Jerry Ray, 
another of the euepsct’s broth­

. Belieeed Migrant . — —-
. The Lois Angeries Times haebffisoesemen’s aseociation. has aj 
lsarose John Ray's school rsca[mi.iinIe0ollar bounty out for.; 
ords in Ewing, Mo,, ehow heMlatl0'Lfttsr Kimg,” 'Cfrtie; 
was born on Feb. 14, 1933. 'Anaid- , ' . ■ '
uncle, Willaim E. Maher of He’md Ray’miled and Sa Idl 
Alton, Ill, told a Times rs-Iftters’s a mihlon eollare,oMj 
porter he thought Johnw-as a“ Kng, I beheye. ff-I ever get! 
migrililt farm worker. ■■ ut IU cotoct it. •'

(Inelc□ie page, name of ( ' . .
nswspaper- city and state)) : , ,
’‘THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE" 
. HOUSTON,, TEXAS . . _ J • 

,

John, who apparently also.”— 
went by the nickname Jadm 
has a middle name which .Maher . 
sad he thought was “Wiliiaar.!T 
However, War-den Swenson said' 
that on.an application card for ' 
his prison visitor's pass John 
einned his name-“and the mid-; 
die name looks Ihre “Larrt-”■

Swenson said John visited his' 
brother at the prison once.in 
1962, three times in 1963, three 
times in 1966, and once in 196;f— 
on April 22, the day before the 
escape. He said he did not know 
the einnificanci of the last visit, 
‘‘But we saw no ev-denee t;hat) 
John had antthinn to do with) 
the escape?’ Ray, who worked! 
as a baker in the prsoon, was! 
behoved to have secapsd by.hie:■■ 
ing in a bakery truck. - -i

Date: 4—24—68 ;

EelUon: ; ;.
Author: ' ‘
Eeltor:EVERETT . D. COLLIER
Tills: ' . ... • ■. • . - ; - .' - •:

Swenson said Jewry Ray vis-ers, vie:itse him five timse.-' Two , Swenson said Jerry Ray vis-1 
known relatives of the suspect ited his brother twice in 1963' 
have said he has one other liv- fJ *u “— :“ ,nM T—
ing brother-, Max, a teen-ager.' 

■ Meanwhne, the FBI conttaudd 
a nationwide seai-ch for the'sus­
pect, who is behoved to have 
abandoned! a whit;s Mustang in 

■ Atlanta 12 to 14 hours-after-the 
Apr-il 4 assassinatinn of Dr-. 
King in Memphis on April 4. 
There is no report of his having 
b&e seen since early April 5 
when several wtteesss here re­
ported seeing a man^belteydd 
to be Ray. park the ’Mustang 
and walk off. ■. „ .

and thl•ss times in 1965. Jeny- 
is .believed to be in his mid-20sj

Bounty Reporied f !
■ Meanwhile, a. Georgia convict' 

said Ray once said he wouid c<|—; 
ect a “mUlton-donar bounty” 

put up by a mysterious ‘‘busi— 
nessmen’s association” for the 
death of Dr-. King, according to; 
a prison friend. i
Raymond Curtis, in jail here' 

awaiting an appeal of a murder 
conviction, said the matter of 
King first came up shortly after 
Prseiesot Kennedy, was assassi- 
nated/in 1963. j

Character: ,
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To: .
Director□ 5 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□

ac HOUSTON

ASAC____________________

Supv. -------------------------------
Agent----------------------------------

SE__________________________________

IC_____________________
cc_________________________________

Steno-------------------------------

FILE

Date___ 4/25/68

Title MURKIN_____________

RE: _______________________________

Clerk ----------------------------------- □ Rotor #: 

ACTION DESIRED
Acknowledge
Assign -------Reassign --------
Bring file -
Call me 

Correct 
Deadl me_________________
Deadline passed
Delinquent
Disconiiuee
Expediee 
File 
For information
Handle 
Initial & return 
Leads need attention

I | Open Case
| | Prepare lead cards
□ Prepare tickler
□ Recharge serials
□ Return assignment card
| | Return file
| | Return serials
□ Sear-ch and return
| |See me

| | Send Serials_________________________  
to___________________________

I | Submit new charge out
□ Submit report by------------------------------------
□ Type

Return with explanatinn or notation as to action tak:en.

Re attached.

SAC ROBERT E. RTGHTMY/R8

See reverse side Office New Orleans------------------------
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Mop of Atlanta 
i Linked to. Ray.'
)/ BY JACK NELSON-'. ;i r 

. „©196H. Los; Ahgees 'Tme<ts,, '-' <<
Washingfon Post News Service. '■ ’1 

Washingtoo-A map'of' Atlah- 
ta with the areas of pr^Maitim 
Luther King’s residence and 
church circled has-been,1’iiiked 
'to accused assassin' James' Earl 
(Ray by the FBI.,

It was learned Tuesday from 
an unimptaichabte source/that I 

the map is part of the. FBI’s 
evidence inats civil rights con­
spiracy case against Ray./; j 
'The,map tends to support J 

theory.- by. some investigator! 
that Ray stalked Dr. King fof 
some time before fatally shoot­
ing him on April 4 as the .civil 
Bights leader stood-on abaicony 
5Jutside his Mtmphts hotel room.’ 
1 The areas circeed included the 
Ebenezer Baptist Church on Au- 
:burn Ave. in a Negro business 
[area on the eastern edge of 
downtown Atlantic, and the area 
of Dr* King’s residence., ■

Dr.-'King and his father, The 
Rev. Martin Luther King Sr. 
served as co-pastors of the 
church. ' ■ . ' .' ; ••
■ Australian: polic.e are makmg 
a.'nationwide search fori Ray. 
Canberra police officials, ftaii 
the. FBI; cabled that -it had in- 

.formation iineicattog Ray might 
have, fled-to Australia., ■ . 
* Auetralian police have >aiso|i 
:begun, an intensive examinatu)n| 
of all entry documents filed at 
points of entry since'King’s as; 
sassination, but officers . say 

, noihnig positive has turned" up 
I y^-

Ray has been the object of a 

nati^nwide manhunt since April 
117 when the FBI charged him- 
n a complamt listing him up- 
itrl the alias of Eric Starvo Galt 
(-with conspiring to vioatte Dr. 
Kings civil righte. MemphK po­
lice quickly Soliowee with a mur­
der charge.

Two days after fiinig the com; 
plaint, the FBI announeed that 
fiaglrprints 'reveaeed that Galt 
actually was Ray, a.40-yea-iliid 
escapee from the Missouri State 
PtalfehfairS•• ■ s ——

' l^Hous4hl FBI obtaiaeeLt:hlsAt-. 
lanta map with .its" marknigsi 
is hot-known. It .apparentiy-was 
either left by Ray as he fied 
the murder scene or was found 
in a car he abaaeonle in At 
lanta. /, ■■ , ! .... ,? /

The FBI alleges; Ray bought 
a f epwith teHscopic. sight i| 
Birmighamn on March 29. And 
Jefferson County .(Blrmmgaaml 
Sheriff Mi! Baitey has said th;

tiling. probaMy-was planald hi 
irminghamtem-m (i

Bailey*’raie-•lth*e.m^ evi­
dence that Ray was in Birmig—- 

rhaim’tH same time as Dr. K^ng 
last october ane■November. ^e 
could have laid in wait on many 
-occasiass, waitnrg for a shot at 

- King” ■Bailey haid. /
FteeI■all investigatoss, how- 

’evert,,rapp'arlntiy' favor1 the the­
ory that Ray, who was known 
to he strangeiy■ imputsive, did 
not . plan the kiting 'over' Mt 
long a’period of time -/ . 
J Although- the FBI hdmplaMt 
accused the •sus^ect -of conspir- i 
ng .in the assassination with- “an i 

i indhihlual whom? he alleged; to 
be his brother,” it was learned: 
that toe FBI’s iaveetigatian has 
turned up liffle or no tvietnct 
that the crime invoked mor-e [ 
than one per-son.,

The FBI’s allegation of a con- 
sprracy, apparentiy .rests solely 
on the statement by a. clerk at a1 
BimanhJm*k-sporting; goods 
store that Ray, in purchasihg 
'a.,rifle; on Marchi ,29/mentioneq 
that he and his-brotherp.lannte 
itouse.it.'. ■ /./
/ The Weapoat a .30-06 rifie was 
traced to the store by the FBI 
after havng■ beendroppldby 
.the astassin;as he flie,a Mem­
phis boarding house from; which 
he hlae fired the. fatal - shot

The FBI apparentiy' has lost 
all trace Of Ray since between 
.7 aim. and.9-am. (EST/April 
5^2 to 14 hour's after rhe ktII-

ingPSnSr?> man was seen-aibaiLn- 
eoning a' white Mustang in a 
public housing pr•i)le<tt in Atianaa. 
The car, which matched the de­
scription of one which fled the 
muriter scene, was: regtslered in 
the name of , Eric Stam Galt. 
ROi began using that alias somee 
time, after escaping from prison 
on April 23, 1967,. accordnig. to [ 
'authorities. . J-

A-question still bothering the) 

FBI,^'whether Ray,, although; 
the is bel^eycd to have acted! 
alone in the . actual aeeassinaJ 
Sion, might not have been a hired I 
killer. Hi is believed to have! 
eptat$6000to $8000 in cash after j 
hiss' escape, and ,hlae - no known I 
employment, during that time, ' 
In abandoning his cart, he for-’ 
feiteda vehide for which he had 
paid $2000 cash- only seven 
months earltes. *

A' leading theory • among ’ iii- 
vestigatost, however', is' that 
Ray was a Lee Harvey Oewate- 
type aesassin, a loner and loser' 
who broieied1..over his own lowj 
station in liftl and finally etciete 
on one acthf violence that would 
lift him from'obscurity. ’ 
| The -'.source of his fuade re-; 
natos a puzzle. Coind he 'have 
been a more -successful robber 
and burgiar than his record :ii-- 
eicates? Did he live off stolen1 
funds after his, escape or did 
he have cash stashed away fr-om 
a -crime committed before his 
last .imprioanmant?■The FBI. J 
does not' pretend to know : the 
answers, ? • |
. One thing -toe paialttakiing FBI 
lnvestigatian has turned up 
about Ray is that hie is mor,e of 
aTa-cist uian'was fEust .believed.-,

Although- some prteoa=eoucces , 
said Ray showed no manitesta- 
toins of radsmt, it is now known 
!at he br'i)oetd over race prob-i 

ms and had a deep hatred or 
;ar of Negroes.. Hi once re- 

jcted a transter to a prisons! 
farm—a covttte move for mostj 
convicts-b-because of the high 
percentage^- Negroes.there/ j

“THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE” 
5/1/68

HOUSTON, TEXAS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Brother Wants James Earl Ray To Surrender
CHICAGO - (UPI) - The 

brother of Jamies Earl Ray,, 
the main sought by the FBI in 
the slayrng of Dr Martin Lu-

ther King Jr, has called for 
Ray to surrender, the Chicago 
Sun-Times reported Thursday.

In an intervtew, the news­
paper reported Jerry Ray, 32, 
as saying:

“IF HE is still alive I urge 
him to surrender himself to 
t:he FBI or contact someone in
the family and ask 
make surrender 
men’s.

“If he's still alive 
is going to get him, 
be sur-e of that.’’

them to 
arrange-

the FBI 
you car

JERRY RAY
Wanted Man’s Brother

The newspaper said Jerry 
Ray was a maintenance man 
at a golf club in one of Chi­
cago’s northern suburbs.

James Ear-1 Ray, 40, has 
been the object of a sear-ch 
throughout the nation and in 
Mexico since April 19 when
the FBI identified him as the 
mysteriuus Eric Starvo Galt, 
wanted in the April 4 slaynig 
of King at Memphiss.

THE FBI said Jaimes Earl 
Ray was identified through 
fingerprints. Ray escaped 
from the Missouri State 
1967.
I In discussing hi’ brother, 
Jerry Ray said the family 
feared James might be dead. 
Jmtv was also quoted as say 
ing his brother was “never a 
main of vlotence’” but might 
have been “used’’ as part of a, 
conspiracy.

Jerry Ray told the Sun­
Times it seemed apparent 
from news dispatches that his 
brother had come into ’Ome 
money.. . ,.

“BUYING Mustangs, taking 
dancing lessens,, taking trips 
to Mexteo. Look at the mite­
age he put on his car. You 
don’t get that kind of money 
fr-om sticking up grocery 
stores, and my brother wasn’t 
the kind to stick up currency 
lxchinges,,, Jrrywas

.fmU-Brothnr surrnnenlnet, 
Jerry was quoted, and in­
formed on others in “hus 
razzte dazzle conspiracy,” the 
brother might “get a break 
from authorities.”
. To support his contention 
that Jaimes was not viotent, 
Jerry was quoted by th! 
newspaper as saying, “Checkd 
his record.. Of all the troubte 
he's been in he never fired & 
gun or pistol-whipped anyone, 
or slapped anyone, around. 
That wasn't his style.”

• WASHINGITON ^“VAT"3- 
Prison records show Jamie’ 
Earl Ray, charged with mur­
dering Dr Martin Lutta King 
Jr, was considered a modnl 
prisoner wMte in the Me™1 
penitentiary at Leavenworth, 
Kan.

By the time Ray was re­
leased on April 5,1958, he ha^ 
eaned - in addition to time; 
off for good behavior — an

• extra 45 days early release’ 
for meritoriuus conduct.

He served two years and 
nine months of a three-year, 
nine-montii unneenne imposed 
by a Kansas City federal 
court for forgnng posJaLdmon-, 
ey oreeru•. ___

“THE HOUSTON POST” 
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'One Called ‘Good Likeness’
| WASHINGTON - (UPI) — 
J The FBI distributed two mores 
;photographs Tuesday of the 
5 main accused in the killhig of 
Er Martin Luther King -r one 

Iofethem "an exertmely good 
I likeness.”
i Both were snapshot's ’ of 
. JOmes Ear-1 Ray, alias Bite 
Strvo Galt, an escaped con- 

1 vict accueed of shooting King 
, to death in Memphis April 4.
> THE “EXTREMELY good 
j likeness” is a candid photo­
' graph of Ray in a business 
1 suit and tie and shows almostt 
: his full farce, taken in .late 
| January or early February 

। somewhere in Califoraia.
I The other-, which the FBI 
, said was taken last November 
[ somewher-e in Mexico, shows’ 
, him wear-ing sun glasses and 
< what appears to be a whit 
sports shirt:. The FBI- said 

'. Ray is known to wear sun 
! glasses frequent^. ' '
. The two new photographs -r 
I the FBI refused tto say where 
I or how they wer-e obtained 7-. 
J will be displayed throughout 
।the .country along with three 
I oth* pictures of Ray wMh 
> now appear on FBIs wanted 
' poster's. , I
' One OF THE earlier photo-

■graphs was taken when Ray 
was gr-arduatidi from friend­
ing school in Los Angeles ear­
ly this year. His eyes were 
dossed when the shutter 
snapped, but they were 
sketched in by an FBI artist. 
The picture shows hm wear­
ing a whtte shirt and black 
bow tie. '

The other two photographs; 
were made when Ray entered 
the Missouri Stat:e Prison in 
I960 to serve a 20-year sen­
tence for armed robbery.

Ray, who escaped from, 
prison April 23, 1967, by hid­
ing in a track, is wanted by 
the FBI for illegal flight to
avoid prosecution m Ten­
nessee in King’s slayingr*^ watch for him.

THE CIVIL rights leader I 
was shot to death on a motel I 
balcony, appar-enfly by a rifle­
man 200 feet away in a iwm-
ing house bathroom. I

Thirteen days later the FEI 
announced it had issued | 
warrant for Galt- but aftOT 
checking some 53-000 finger­
prints, the FBI sard two days 
afterward that Galt and Ray 
were the same man.

Ray was added to the FBIs 
list of 10 most-wanted crimi­
nals April 20. There have 
been reports of tee scareh ex­
tending to various fomgn 
countrite!S, including Austrfa, 
and authoritiss along the U|S. 
borders have been Verted to
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BAY STILL SOUGHT; FBI KKI.EASKS 2 PICTURES OF ESCAPEE
Shot in Sun Glasses Believed Made in Mexico; Bisnisss Suit;, in Cafonna
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Clark Believes 'King Slaying 
I Suspect Alite, Acted Alow

WASHINGTON — (UPI) -^ J' , . ‘WR EVIDENCE indicaie's theories. It wOuld .be impoi- 
Atty Gen Ramsey Clark ex— a man .acting alone,”, he said. sible to .rule out a cmspiracy 
pressed the belief Sunday that ‘‘This doe? not negate other ' of the right.or the left or the 
escaped convict: James Earl, ' ' "1 middee or any other type of

| Ray,, accused of slaying Dr, 
j Martin Luther King, remiains ! 
is'alive.' He said he was “verjp 
.ll optimistic” that Ray would bit 
U captured. ' I
| Clark said he found no ev—$
dence Ito support theories that' 
Ray had been .hired by con— 
spirators tto kill King and then- 
himself was killed. “We hiave 

I no evidence t:o believe that he

conspiracy'. But at this time!, 
our. evidence is Ithat ithis man'; 
was acting {alone.”- ■ _
Ui ' i 1

is not still alive,”, he said. ■
“I BELIEVE we will find 

him,” Clark said. Citmg the, 
“mtrrsrve .manhunt”'- -under' 
way for Ray, he said, “It/is 
awfully difficult ‘ for an indi— 
viduai, and particularly an in- 

!dividual about whom so. much" 
is known, Ito remain at large 
in the United' States undeS 
these circumstanees.” . I,

Intervtewed on televism^ 
Clark also said the investiga- ; 
tion was still operating on the 
assumption that King’s' kilter 
was not the agent of conspira-

’‘THE HOUSTON POST" 
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WANTED BY THE FBI

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as Eric Starvo Galt, 
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James McBride, 
James Walton, W.C. Herron and James O’Conner. 1

Jame6? Ear RajL a.Missouri prison escapee, sought under the 
. as ,lc Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of ’ 

civil rights leader Dr-. Martin Luther King, Ji-, is one of the FBI's 
“Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.” FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
ordered the special addition of Ray to the “Top Ten” list to msure 
widespeead dissemination of Ray’s photograph and description to 
speed his location.

Ray has been lntensively sought since the murder of Dr. King 
on April 4, 19681, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Ten- 
ileuUee^<»motel• An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing 
latent fingglplints uncovered in the Dr-. Kiing case against finger-- 
prinss of over 53,000 persons on whom wanted notices were posted, 
determined that Galt and Ray are identical.

A<Federal warrant issued at Birhunghmm, Alabama, on April 
17, 196ft, chaggss Ray, under the alias of Galt, with conspiring to 
interfere with a Conttitutional Right of a citizen. Ray, who 

(escape °nAprll 23, 19.6?-f.ro.m the Missouri State Penitentiary, is 
I also sought for unlawful flight to avoid confinement for robterry. 
I His long crimmal renord also includes convictions for burglary and 
I forgmg U.S. Postal Money Orders.
“ A wh^.e^Ame.r^n1- born in Alton, Illinoit, on Mar-ch 10, 192ft, 
Ray is 5 10 tall, weighs 163 to 174 pounds,, has blue eyes and short 
brow,n lhair- He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and 1 
hs ear protrudes noticeably. Known as a “loner" and .
duftor. Ray has worked as a baker, labor-er and color matcher. 

He has taken dancing tessons and completed a course at a school . 
of bartending.

Consider Ray arnwd and extremely dangerous. Report any in- 
forma!lionLnogcgrning him to the nearest FBI offli;e-?==^==,i>

"THE LA GRANGE JOURNAL" 
5/13/68
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c i® The Los Angeles Times- ., Washington Post News Service
St Louii—'Tm not interested 

in my brother at all. Not at all. 
I never want to see him again;”

The words are harsh',' bititer, 
disappointed, and spoken by
Joi... Larry Ray, 37-vear—old 
brother of James Earl Ray, the
abused assassin of Dr. Martin
Luther King. ■ A

John Larry refused to discuss 
in detail his brother or anything 
touching on the April 4 assas­
sination in Memphis. -

A Loner 11
■ Moody, and somewhat of a 

loner-, he and his sistier-, Mrs. 
Carol Ann Peper, 27, live quietly 
iin St. lows seeking anonymity 
■fromJh^puNicity which has 
surrounded the .family since

haiied his brother for what he 
had done.” , -

The acquaintance 'also said 
John Larry Ray was shocked by 
the idtetficatfon of James Earl 
as the suspected assassm. “He 
.has tried to make something of 
himself despite his poor family 
background and maybe he 
knows how James Earl ended.

their ‘lives came under public 
scrutmy. . ; ,

As the memtier of the family 
closest, to James Earl, John 
Lairy has been the only one not 
publicly accounted for since the 
assassination. Like- all other 
memtiers of the family, how­
ever-, he has been questioned at 
length by. the FBI. ,

Hie owns a one-truck delivery 
service here and- helps run a 
South Side neighborhood tevera. 
the Grapie Vine, which is leased
by his sister. ■ . ■

Hates Brother
"‘Few of his friends here even 

know John is the: brother of 
James Earl,” said a close ac­
quaintance. “He doesn't talk 
about what happened butte said 
after the-assassination that he

brother but refused to go into 
any deta.il.
"I don’t have any comment, 

rm nofimptatai in this in any 
way. The FBI has been here to 
talk to.me. They’ve talfedto. 
my sister. She's sick and tMM 
of it all and so am I," he sa|d.

"I could sell my story io!
$15,000 or $20,000 to magazines 
or televisoon if I wanted to. But I don’t Want to do that and I 
don't have any intentton of doing 
it.. I don't want to talk about it. 
That’s all there is to ft” h- 
added. . ' ,

up a convict. Larry’s a nice < 
guy.” ’ ■

John Larry .lives1 on the city's , 
South Side, not far from the • 
streets and sidewalks where the 
Ray children matured.

Falhrr Alive
Contrauy' tio published reports, 

the ftlhrr, George Ray, is still 
alive and there are some ind—- 
cations he may be living in or 
near St. louis. e_==u5i

Ray talked briefy. about Ms}
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WANTED BY THE FBI

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as Eric Starvo Galt:, 
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James McBride, 
James Walton, W. C. Herron and James O’Conner.

Jaimes Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee, sought under the 
alias Eric Staryo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of 
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther Knig, Jr, is one of title FBI’s 
“Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.” FBI Director J. Edgar Hcoiver 
ordeeed the special addition of Ray to the “Top T'en” list to insure 
widespeead dissemination of Ray’s photograph and description to 
speed his location.

Ray has been intensively sought since the murder of Dr. King 
on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Ten- 
ne/,selt, motet An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing 
latent fingerprntta unco>veved in the Dr-. King case against finger- 
piintte of over 53,000 persons on whom wanted noicees were posted, 
detVlmi1ived that Galt and Ray are identical. I
AFed1^ warrant, issued at Biraimgham, Alabama, on April 

17, 1968, chagges Ray, under the alias of Galtt, with conspiring to 
interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen. Ray, who 
escaped on April 23, 1967, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, is 
also sought for unlawful flight to avoid confinement for robbery. 
His long criminal r-ecord also incluees convictions for burglary and 
forginig U.S. Postal Mooney Ordess.

A white American., born in Altton, Iliucoia, on Mar-ch 10, 1928, 
Ray is 5'10" tall., weighs 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short 
brown hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and 
hsjf var Prot^cdes noticeably. Known as a “loner” and 
drafter, Ray has worked as a baker, laborer and color matchers 

Helhss taken dancing lessons and completed a course at a schodl 
of Ibartendngs.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any inf 
fcralailon concerning him to the nearest FBI office. %
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By PAUL SCOTT
WASHINGTON - The Fed­

eral Bureau of Investigation's 
masisiine probe of the assas- । 
sioatioo of Dr. Martin Luther 
King is takig a possibly sen- , 
iational turn. '

With Jamies Earl Ray, tie ,' 
uspected assassin, apparent- ■ 
f nitSnr outsdde the U.S. or , 

oowdnae; FBI agents have in^ 
creased their surveiHance of 
several American commun-.
ists known to have been close-. 
ly associaedd with King, in-,' 
chuding one who wrote 
spencSes for him in tee past.' 

[This new eeveiopment,was 
t:li•iggened by evidence gath-) 
ne•ne by the more than 1000? 
agents who have worked on the 1 
mysterious King shooting and ’ 
by. several “tips” and letters
sent to the FBI. ' ■

Speech Disceepency 
. One of the most interestirg
of these “tips” came from an 
alert TV viewer and concerns I 
the now famous “Mountain,: 

,Top’’ speech King madie on / 
April 3, the night.before his. 
laying, showing a premorii-> 
tion of his impending enatSl.• 
| “K the speech was*truly,- 
made in Memphis on April‘3 < 
.Js reported,” the letter 
pointed out;, ’‘Sheo how can one

' account for King itatiig Sii , . g . 
age as 36 (instead of 39) and ' '■iloinit aeviine•i and speech 
why does he speak of demon' "”il'‘”'’ '
stratng in Alabama twice dur­
ing the spencS?” ;
! After checking out tee time 
and location of King’s final 
speech, several of the crack 
FBI agents assgned to the 
case decided to begiin seek­
ing answers to a numtier’of 
tSnie own questions, includ­
ing: .

, Question'"'
• “If King had personally 

writted that spenih, why would 
■ he make mistakes like those 

contained in it-e specially the 
one iovolviog his age?”

! “If the spneih was written 
' by someone other than King, 

who was t:hn author and when
। was it written?” • "
' The answers to these ques­
tions are coosildened highly
important to t;he investigation,i^^ipyeitnu, to cueillYnstJgatxuu>, - ' q '
since, if another person was i involved'in the slaying.
concerned in the preparation , Because of Ray's myster-
of that speech, the writer , ious trips to Mexico and Can­
might be able to shed new ^a shortly before the assas- 
lightLon tt-sppeciaiy tho.se ii0atioo»'the entire; U.S. m- 
mistakes. , toUgenc’ operation^ ranging

Also, if King had e•ncnivne ■ fromtSlnCnntral Intellgencn
help-with the speech, thie pas-. Agency to tie Defense Tote,lli.-Snlp’'wit;h the speech, tee pas-, 
sages’ deaUg with the civil
egS■lSs leader's premonition of' 

f dniih would probably have 
I beaii fully discused.. King’s’ 
I request to the Detroit police

■ departmnnt for pritnition! 
, when he visited that city afew 
wnnks before his death indi­
cated he fnae•ee for his life 
then. ,

Red Speech) Writer , 
.Information gathered by the

FBF on King, prior to his as- 
iaiiioatioo, sSownd that a , 
secret member of,- the Com- - 
mu^st Party’s executive 
committee was one of King’s

writers;. ' ;
This ghost writer for King

prepared many of his', most 
famous speeches, accordingt? 
teitimooygiinobyFBIDieec- 
tor J,’ Edgar Hoover during 'a 
closed eoormentirgof aHouse 
Appropriations subcommit-* 
tee.
p- Since Ray during his trips 
Arior to King’s aiiassina- 
moo vished tie samie city in 
/which this ghost writer lives, 
tie FBI is now ioinitigatiog 
to entnemion if t;he two met 
covertly.

Recent nviiderice gathered by 
FBI agnois in one of the most 
massine probes in the nation’s 
Siitol:■y has forced inr:iouiin— 
vnsttgatioo of iSlni>e possi-j 
bilities:

Ahem-atives ‘~F. Oo 'tSe\otSnF hand, Kiog<s|^
That somebody dose to ’ closest Aides in the SouthnroL•

King or within his own or-" 
ganization tipped off his as­ ’nocn are showing little or no 
sassm as to tie ^vil rights intnrni>t in whether t;he killer
leader’s routine on the day
of his slaying.

. That Ray was hired direct
ly by certain black nationalists dent of the SCLC, presented
who paid Sim with money made
•available by foreign sources., 

. That; an international com-
munist "assassin squad"’ was

gy • ------ ;----- T” I, — *»ywuiivvMVH City had
gnncn Agency, has be^ urged Abernahhy to press for 
pressed into the hunt for a more vigorous probe.
King’s, killer. Coogmssio•nal sup-

One CIA e•npoet ineiiatni ।. Poetne•s of Hoover say tSne•n 
that Ray, who is liokne to the • are a oumbnr of -compelling 
murder' weapon by finger- J eniions for Abernathy’s si- 
prints aoe'ballistic data., may fence. Most important of these

is King’s instruction to key 
aides of his Southern Christian 

, Leaeership Conference nor 
ican airline official. , long before his death that no

' Irony ' verbal attacks were to be madk
The FBI assumption istSat, against Hoover or the FBI for

fear of counter action by the 
FBI director.

The last time King blasted 
Hodver and the FBI publicly 
these lawmakess pointed out, 
.the FBI director called the 
Negro) leader the “most no­
torious liar” that he had ever 
known — a statement Hoover 
has never retracted.

At tie time, the King-Hoo­
ver exchange e•nsul1;ee in a 
White House araag’dd mnei—- 

J ing at which the veteran fBi 
>director did most of the talk

have visited Cuba during his 
Mexican trip, according to in­
formation furnished by a Mex-

if .'tSnen• was a conspieacy to' 
kill King, those involved made 
arrangements to spirit their, 
Sie•ne killer out of the U.S. to; 
Cuba via nitSnr Mexfeo or 
Canada., ( : , )

Probably the greatest irony 
of the probe, of King’s assas-' 
smation, is that FBI Die•nctor 
J. Edgar Hooves, one of tSln 
:ivil rights leader's severest 
,ieiti.is 'when he was alive, is 
doing nvnryihing in his power 
to solve the case.

*”THE HOUSTON TRIBUNE’’ 
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Christen-Leadership Coitfer-

is found.
' ■When Rev. l^S AbernaSSyy,' ’gKing's successor? a® presi-

a series of demands to At-
torney General Ramsey Clark 
for the “ Poor Peopfe’ s’ ’ cam­
paign none of these iallne 

,' for more int;nnsivn effort to
solve King’s assassination. 1 

According to persons who af- 
tnod[ed the mnntng, nothing 
’was said about King's death 
or the FBI investigation, al­
though a number of the poor
in “Resurrection City” had

fence. Most important of these
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I „_ BlunfWarning _^1
j Accorrtfigg to an unpubliseed

account given to House App:ro- 
। priaioons subcommittee mem­
, beri, Hoover frankly told King 
t that if King ever repeated his I 
t unfounded charges against the 
" FBt everything he knew about 
|.King -wouM be made"pubM& 
| |After..that blunt ■ warning, 
j,Kfng, ■rtfraihedff^om ever ie-. 
[; pea^ng hii attackagainst eith<| 
j > er Hoover or the FBI.'. Rev.’ । 
| Abernathy; ' who accompamdd ! 
| King to Washington for that j 

meeting with Hoover, adopted j 
। that same policy. ‘sa====^>- j
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"THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE;"; '
HOUSTON, TEXAS ' ■

. A -tragic week in American history 
offers at least one note of triumph— 

. the arrest in London of the escaped 
Missouri convict who is wmited for the 
murder, of Dr’. Martin Luther King.
. This brings to a partial end one of 

' the most massive manhunts in this na-. 
. tion’s history. That the suspect;, Jamies 

■ Earl-Ray. who was armed at-the time,
Iwas arrested unharmdd and without 
'violence is a tribute to the excenent 
work performed by. the FBI, the Ca­
nadian Mounted Polcce, Canada s pass­
port officials and; London's S^tUnd
Yard. - ■

Indeed, it was beginning to look like

Mexico, Canada, 'Portugal jmd Great • ' ■ ; .
Britam plus many other countnes.. ■
Much credit should be given to the.  .■ - . 4 
Mounted Pohce which exammed more , ■ ,
than -00,000 passport photographs be- • ' ■
fore they found Ray’s. And, of course, -   ■ , 
main credit should go to toe FBI for , , .
another superb investigative job. ■

His capture by no means solves the • .
mystery of the assassination. Ray hud,- • ■
self remains in a London jail awaiting • 
'extradition to the United Sthes for. .   
tr’ial on one or all of the three charges .----------•
pending against him. His mootle if ■ 
he proves to be the killer—remains to   
be. establsshed; also toe -existence of ;_____ .

ksj s®gy.......................^ 

ternational poRce net which was ou/to^ho assailant to.-t .
c^toMum. .The search reached into .btutil-deed.
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Ray's Brother warnls Foreman—2
The brother of James Earl Ray, charged in the assassina- 

। tom of Dr. Mariin Luther King Jr., said today he has been _ 
! trying to contact Houston lawyer Percy Foremnn. John,?

Larry Ray, 35, said he wants Foreman to defend his brother., 
who was arrested in Lond™?..’ost week. . ,„
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: tJames Earl 'Ray’s; brother 
said*Friday--in-Sunt Lorate' 

. thathe has'bteel'11lieg-'to talk' 
to Houston lawyer Percy Fore-' 
man to ask him to defend his 

br-othier. . ;
Foreman said his office, did 

. . receive a call Thursday from',
a man in Saint Louis, who) 

■tlaimed. to. be John 1 Larry)

nadian passports' under the. I 
names .of Ramon George I 
Sneyd,when he was arrt«sted■;
af . Heathrow Airport last Sat- i .
May.’- ■ ; ■. , . .1

“NT MY considered and i
limited . opinion,’.’ 1 Foreman j 
said, “the early, part of. the j 
criminal trial is the most Cru- 1 
cial part . . -. between the I

IRhy/a brother of the suspect-1 time of the awe^t and' thfe |
<p the .assassination of Dr iJime of .arraigmeent, because1
’ 1 - I under the law, the basis .underT

which :extralditien is granted! 
can very easily conti-ol the,-

, Martin Luthee King Jr. >
j. FOREMAN SAID he. 'was 
[ outof towfi'Thur^ and had 
. not let returned the call,-- so 
he didn’t know yet if the calk
er was actually Rayls 35-! 
year-old brother. ' ;■ .

“I just wouldn^ take em-'

caste!. ■ . : : . ' • ' »
“Hie needs a lawyer in EngT, ,

land.” . ■ , ,

ployment from aeyone else 
■ ' other. th,an -the p™ i am.

representing,” Foreman said', try ;
Ray, 40, sought in a. number [Ray? 

. । :OF countries. for two months J
was arrested a.week,ago at¥l

F^ndon airport. , , H .
"If ' I' weI'e -I^t!I)restatni^

Jamies Ray, if someone hirel 
me to represent him, if some- 
on®.... pad me to represent 

. _him, ’ said Foreman, “I
. would be in Engaand in 24

hours-”
;, LAWYERS FOR Ray and !

■ ,'th6 Unjte;l States are ex-
IfPeCted■to meeOIoeaay to seT
: a;date for a hearing on a U.S.

. 1 request to return him to Ten-'
| nesse'e -to face- murder 

- charges.
Howev

Foreman said he had res 
ceived more than 20 letters, 

. from people all over the conn-"
asking him tto represent

However-, U.S. Embassy 
sources said action would be. 
taken during the week end. . I

Ray will appear in court 
, . Tuesday on charges of illegal­

carrying a loaded .38 cal-- 
I ber pistol and two false Ca-
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: Asked To DefepdRay^
Percy Foreman,' Houston, Saint Lows, Mo, ’the home of; 

defense lawy'er, said Saturday ■ the . suspects brother, Jolin' ■ 
■ h! has not been asked to rep- ■ Larry Ray. But Foreman said ■

" ‘ ' Saturday,the calll;came from;
a reporter. .1 ■ f

“Tins thing wouldn't just [pe

"THE HOUSTON POST" 
. HOUSTON,. TEXAS . .

resent Jamies Earl Ray and 
probably . couldn’t take the 
case if he is asked.

a case, it would be', a career,” 
Foreman said. “I- don’t see1 
how I could even 'get into it

Ray, accused in the slaying' 
’ of Dr Martin Luther King Jr, 
was arrested a week ago in now ± coma even get *n° 

’ London and is in a Scotland . and still do justice tto my oth- 
Yard jail awaiting extradition er clients; but I would listen 
to the United Staties. : ., .'. to them if they called, me. '\

Foreman’s office received a
phaniTvcail Thursday .; from .ness,

*Tm' not looktagfs=bu5--
he said..' 'J ■.?
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prejud c g p c-.
■ ■ A committee of eight lawyers at -yefflanee- wras ^tae^ 
Memph’s, T'enn., has' been investigat- chem ’ .Wft,.; .. , ; y ‘ ; 1 
ing a possible violation of a crimrnal That critic’sm seems to us incon- j 

' court judge's order limiting publicity «nlous in view of Hanes’ char-ge that: r 
in the case of JamesZailLRayswho is “there are forces at work in this count- j 
Gorged with murder, in connection try that do not1 want t:o see this man 1 
with the death of Dr-. Martin Lnther. tried, and they: will use any means/in :,

(Indicate page,, name,of 
newspaper; city and state.).

'3

King. . . ■ : " . my judgment, to'see that neither,he-
ri This situation 'serves as a typical , nor 1 appear m foe country fthat;

' > is true, the strict security measures to jexaumie of now newspapers on are , . . . '„..'■._,,;.,
charged with' creating pretrial perju.- . protect Ray shorid be ^^^^ 
dice when it i’ the lawyers themselves attoinaey, rafter than a subject of his . 
who are to blame. The press was made critic’sm.-

; example- of how newspapers often are

- such a target in the recent Reardon It appears that the objection to strict.-’ 
CommUteo report which was adopted security was used merely to make, pub- ■ 
by the American- Bar Assn. • ; . lic the allegation of a Cammutast con- :.

' ’piracy. It should be noted that the- 
attorney said he was withholding de- ,.

f • Arthur J. Hanes, who is acting as 
| defense counsel for Ray, Sunday­
's called a news confereicee to publicly 
"charge that Ray’s.rights were being 
violated in the Shelby County jail., 

' .Hanes enlarged"'on -ttet.’ubj^
claiming that his client' is the' tar-get 
of an internationl Communist conspir­
acy. Hanes also claimed that he and • 
his family had been threaeendd, but

tails of the conspiracy plot until Rays', 
trial, Nov. 12. ■ . -v. >|

■ Why- make- the, conspiracy -charge J 
. public'but withhold details to.support” 

ihe charge? t
The Ray case appear-s to be follow-. :

ing a similar pattern of tactics used/ 
■ by District Attorney Jim Garrison in

did not say by whom. - ■ - , the Clay Shaw case which is another .-1
4;Hanies’ action came after Criminal example of the- Reardon' - Report ;
Court Judge W, Preston Battle had.is- faRacy.... . T ' , t: . , - l ta 
sVed an order forb^ddnig atthrnyss,. R will be interesting to learn wheth< 
offccers. wtinesses, or anyone eke giv- e^. cr not the Memph’s committee 
ing rntendews “prejudccaal.to a'fair recommends contempt proceedings in': 

• total by an m^rttaTjmy.” • • • its findings and, if the press wilhb# 
f Hanies is critical of 'tight security, charged with'publishing news “preju-ji 
5 measures sm-rounding Ray. He said dicial to a fair trial by an impartial^ 
I constant closed circuit televliion sur- jury.'’ when Rayls- total opens. • • j

' ' obig-s®^0 „
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' Percy Unable 

To Find Aide J 

In Memphis <
Chicago Daily .News-Sun-Times Service 1 1 ,

' Memphis — Percy Foreman: 
J James Earl Ray’s Texas at! 
,torney,. said he has been un­
able to find an acceptable 10 
cal lawyer to assist .in the8 de; 
fense of the accused killer of 
Dr. Martin .Luther King Jr^ . 

. “Pm hating .difficulty getting 
an attorney I want becauee the 
outstanding' attorneys of the 
communtty have disquai1ffed 
-themselves,” -Foreman said.
' Foremani said he. talked toj 
tow lawyers who "are. members! 

ofa special seven -man com-: 
mitiee named by Criminal 
,Courts Judge W. Preston Bat:- 
;tie to keep an eye on news? 
coverage of the trial. ■ 

: He refused to name t;he at- 
;torneys he talke.d. to and .de­
dined to speculate , on whether 

,he might seek a change of Ven­
ue for the trial. . £ .

However, if, Foreman can 
show he has been unable to ob­
tain a local lawyer of his choice 
becauee the best ones haVe 

■ been active in the case, it 

could be grounds for a shift..
foreman also nevea-eed that 

,hef has. been unable to find a 
'. key prosecution witness, 
Charies Q. Stevens. Stevens al­
legedly identiffed Ray as the 
man he saw emerge -from a 
iroommg house bathroom from 
which police believe the shot 
'was fired. - f
“I understand he’s guarded 

laround the clock by six city 
policfHlen,” said Foreman. ’

"THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE" 
11-15-68
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4 It's Not That I'm Vain, Proud or Egotistical
, Just Don't Hpvp Anything to Be Modest

The Great Voice, niiclwd t^ who has threat'| Working wtlh(Hiln frp, Fore.
I a .......... us Viy,lnahbd' 1ltrhimse'f' w^n hfe the spuMi>"™ won ocqlHpI for ''ll
1 Right of national aiLsntlrs tty'Texas policemen ncossod off

Jtaking■ovsr the nalense of brltplly beating a fedpral
i memory of the slain man al

■ ‘a tyrant, a wifs-bratrs, a - „ , „ -------- --
. ■ monster who hud poisoned lit- James Earl Ray, accused prisoner. A grateful Peace Tf- 
ttie puppy dogs and sorangledI'slayer of the Rev. Martin Lu- fleers Assn, of Texas gave 

a parppert ■ "' ■ * then King, says glibly: Foreman a diamond - stllddsn
K A spell -.bound jury and a' „ “Ifnon't1 pretend'to be the .wri’t watch at a testimonial 

p ’ jlDecfatorsP gsrptrst lawt'rr who svss dinner. ' . y
ispvinv th>e '^ed or even the grSatest. Less than three months lat-

lawyer today, but on the other er he lost his title as the- 
hand I don’t npny it;.”' - - - . -

Foreman a diamond - studded

hcourtroom of
. mostly lawyers studying the 
master’s style,1 marveled at

■ the Jehovah - like wrath, the 
• superb rhetoric from the bull 
; throat of the oratoi..

■; Now the Voice throbbed 
with sympathy for the widow 
so unjustiy accused! of killing 
her husband.. ■ . . , . .

- ; Thirty minutes later the wid- 
' ow, a barmaud named Ethel 

Mae Simpson'- she had fired t 
' six .45 slugs into her husband ' ,the whole human race."

; .— walked out of the Houston' “
.courtroom a free woman. .

: • So, once again (was it for' 
■ the 1000th time? “I don’t keep. 
' records,” he say's;), Percy 

■ Eugene Foreman, age 66, six1 
feet 4 .inchrs tall, 255 pounds,'

. . White Knight for peace of-:
Once, npedled by an pnvrr- fleers. It happened in thi ear-' 

. sary for his supreme egotism,' ly 1950s in Spn .Angeto, after. 
Foreman rrtt>rled: “Its not he won freserm tor Diego 
th’? Jm van, PIrld or ego-‘ ■ Carlino, who had been ac-. 
tist'caL I just don’t have any-- cussed of the gangland slay-; 
thing to be modest about.” i ing of a Houston gambler. 1 

■ . Strip away the layers of ar-, i /
rogance from tihe man,, say's f Attacked by Officers : 
a critic - admirer, “and you’ll 1

y i Minutes after the jury -ac-
'quitted his client, a Texas 
Ranger and a shsrilf attacked 
Foreman wihi their fists in a1 
hallway near the, judged- 
chlanbbes|s. ■ ., ■

Forrman had accused the' 
two lawmen of torturing hiS 
client Ito coneess to the kill-,

find a monumental sneer for

Foreman loves to play God,, 
■ say's the same critic - admir­
er, “And he laughs at man’s 
foibles, his fears and anxee-'
ties."

. had prevaieed.

i Never a Bore

His Other Side > . . .
■ .. ing. Sheriff C. V. Kern said at ।

To hosts, of others'Foreman ' the time: “Foreman called.;
' i is a kind, benevolnnt genius

a He has been described as
1 another Clarence Darrow, a' 
' shyster, a legal Robin Hood, 

and ’an insatiable publictty 
seeker. He may be all that, , 
but he’s much more: a mult--

, who' gives his time and tal­
ents to represent them with-
out fee., ■ • '
' To Gregory Ayala, a bu’-- 

boy,, “Mr. Foreman is the
greatest man alive. He came 

  to the city jail at midnight to 
milltnlaIre, a nonpareil ex- bail me out^e law thought 
hovert with a yard-wide ego. • I was kiddm’ wto Bold them 

1 He can be incredibyy nd, Mr. Foreman was my law- 
and incrodibty tender O’ yer. Me, a Mexicm busboy. 

: 'harming, always flamboyant! So I ask Mr. Foreman how 
, never a boree. ._________ ’ .much I owed! him after he

1 got me off. And he says if 
don't owe him nothin’ and his

’ me everylthing from a Rus- 
■ sian investigator, Ito a'Gestapo 
. agent. It’s the same old story. ■ 
; He puts'the offices’s on trial.” ' 
' One juror remarked .after' 
Foreman was attacked: “If; 
,we had not been convmced' 
already that the defendant ‘ 
was innocent, Ithis certainly/ 
would have convinped us.’’ ■

On .his return to the Shiam- 
rock Hotel in Houston where 
he was living at the time, 
Foreman met the press. Set­
ting aside crutches, he sig^idl

...............  , wearily into an overs’Lu{fee
give me $10 for cab fur! dhair. Bandagss' .striped hSu 
'feme” . ’ fface. In sign lantgiaaee he in-

’dicalee• he couldn’t talk 
through his battered lips.

1

About
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I'Father-, Forgive Themf 
J What did the Great Mah 
have to say of his treatment 
at the-hands of the sheriff and 
the Ranger? Foreman, picking 
up a pen and a yellow legal 
pad, wrote quickly in a tod 
hand: “Fahecr, forgive them. 
They know not what they do.”

Those were the days, be­
fore tiie tons of national pub­
licity on the Candy Mossler- 
Meivin Powers murder trial 
in Miamri, when he was morg 
readdy available for a price­

. • less quotes. .
Not that he still isn’t today, 

but the demanss on his time 
have made him less accessi­
ble. However, he remains to 
darlmg of the press.

The years haven’t robbed 
him of his grtattsS appea,, an 
unfettered, natural flamboy­
ance. As he has done for years 
ho still wears his tailored 
black suits with a rumpted, 
potato-sack look.

The pants pockess are tare 
lored for spteific depth, al­
most to the knees to contain 
tiie rolls of currency he care 
ries. The deep pocket,, te ex­
plains, minimize the chance of 
money falling out:

Iathomlsrs Eyes

, The massive, jowlod tore is 
is flexile as a baby’s. Only 
the gray - green, fathomless 
eyes remain sho same. Too

r

‘ 'Ihronldo Pholo

■ -J

ATTORNEY PERCY FOREMAN ADDRESSES A JURY 
"My Clients Want Freedom, Not Justice,” He Says

sistant district attorney in to 
garly 50s when Winborn hung 
the black mark on Foreman's 
trial record.

He Learned a Lot
"I helped prosecute thg 

Mitchell ca.se with Winborn,” 
says Bell, “and Percy knew he 
had met the master1. Thore s 
no doubt in my mind that 
Percy loarnod a helluva lot 

• from the late Mr Winborn.”
The courtroom theatrics of

long ago-they were pro­
grammed to dgSect the greed,' 
deceit, malice or hatg in shg 
human race. ■

During his 45-year career as 
an attorney he has tost om 
citent to the executioner: a 
drive-in operator named Steve 
Mitchell who shot and killed 
his wife.
. ‘He deserved to die,” Fore­
man has said.

The prosecutor wh° rent 
Mitehell to the chair and to- 
lied the Foreman record was 
the late A. C. Winborn, a baM 
little man with bags under to 
gyes-lnd a great gift for oratory 
and tears that could stir a 
jury to emotional frenzy.
“How can you face your w^ 

and little children tonight if 
you free this monster to prey 
on society?” Wmton would 
usk a jury.

, Spurgeon Bell, a ctaef J®- 
Sice of the First Court of Cwd 

AApgcals, rodite ho was an as-

Sell the jury to send your' 
client io the chair?" '“I could afford So be braye.T 
Foreman smiled, “There wo^ 
only 17 reversible errors mado 
by She state.” .

Hi’s Homie LIo
Ho lives with his wife, Mar- 

dugrita, a former balloruia and 
actosss, and their 10iygarolid 
daughter, also namod Mare 
dugrita, in a $50,000 homee once. 
Owned by a former client who 
ran afoul of the law.

Without shame, Foroman 
says, “ii was to tod hOmO 
my client (Irwin Blum) had . 
at the time.”

He claims “no compunction 
in charging a client all to 
traffic will boar. The laborer 
is worthy of to home. And 
that’s Scripture”’
■ Itoreman, whore worth is 
estimated at $6 mlllion, ret a 
$2001,000 fee io dofcnd MeWin 
Lane Power,, the piSted-tood
co-deeendnnt in the Jacquss 
Mossler murder trial.

Mrs. Candace Mossler', 1^1 
sexy, socialite grandmother 
and co-dceend<nnt, had put U 
$4G,000 worth of her gems as a 
retainer fee for her nephew s 
defense. Powers himseff signed 
over to Foreman about 5 acres 

. valued at about $400,0)0, in 
the wgalthy Southwest Houston
area. ■

' Before his trial in Marmi, 
Powers Med a pauper’s oath. 

. Foreman told a Florida judge

Foreman, born in a log cato 
in Polk County, are legoon. In 
his defense of Nago Alaniz, 
on trial for the murder of a

him to Ute electric: chair.”
After the jury acquitted Al­

aniz, a courtroom observer 
asked Foreman:

‘‘My God! How could you

at the time: ”I think your 
honor should take judicial 
knoweddge of the fact that 

' having employed me, Mr.
Powers is unquestoqabbly an 
indigent man.”

His Legal SSraOegy
Foreman's pattern of legal 

strategy to fre° Powers (and 
Candy Mossler rode the slip­
stream of the Powers acquit­
tal) was on his tried-and-

South Texas attorney, Fore­
man told the jury: —“If yOu find my client guilty, true techmiuee ho Ong ago 
don’t send him to to prison. — 
He’s an attorney and a prison 
record will nun his life, Sgnd

perfected: tedious pre-trial 
preparation and daring attacks 
on the voracity of stale s wit­
nesses and the character of 
the slain Jacqess Mossier. L

His functional guideline all 
a crime attorney, he has often, 
said, is predicated on ti°_

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



,Iprmcipte "my clients want
•'freedom, not justice.” ■
,| On the phone one day he 
jtold a man seeking his.legal 

■ services: •
. "I don’t care if you’re inno­
cent of guilty. I just want to 
.know if you’re in trouble. If ■ 

■ you are, you need the best 
; lawyer in the nation. And I’m 
; the best.” ;
' To an irate divorcee who 
' charged into his office with a 
• pistol in her hand, he sank 
“ ’Honey you don’t w^ to 
shoot me because I’m the only 
man in the woiild who could 
getyou off a murder charge.”’

a His Divorce Cases

■ His reputation as a diifense 
' attorney rests on his record­
' of acquittals for accused. laU- 
' ers (“All my clients are inno­
cent.”), however, he’s the un­

. dispueed king of the divorce 
■ courts in Houston. - .
' “I started handling eivoi■1:ts 
.. whotesate in 1938,” he says, 
■ “Snce then I’ve ” handled 
-more divorces than any living 

' lawyer in the wrld - Wc 
world, mind you, not just the 

. United Slaea. During one 
World War II year I handled 

. 1250 cases and Im still going 
‘ strong.’,’ .
? He turns down 19 out of 20 
women seekmg divorces) he 

: say's,, "because they oughtnot 
to get a divorce. Its just not 

■ economically feasible for. 
, them” ■ •

Too many women are urn 
•.realistit, he says, "toey just 
> don’t realhe that they arent 
forever young, beautiful, lihhe.

' They don’t see the crows feet 
crawW ' over their - faces.

- They can’t anticipate or see 
‘ a fading of their physical- 
i charms.”' ' . ’ ’ ’

I The Legend Grows
i The .Foreman ' legend has 
’ grown, certainly because of 
great intellect and skiD, and 

. also because of his abilty to 
attract'pubW.
, For instance,' 'Foreman is- 
jgencrilUy .crcdiled w hh oh- 

,dun Ing 11 $05i miHlion seltie- 
rhent for Mrs. Cecil Blatter

Hudson, who had sued her hus* 
band for divorce. '

Another attorney, the highty . 
■respcctcd J. Edwm Smith, had 
worked three years preparing 

"hie contested stttlemenC for 
trial. At almost’he very last 
.moment Mrs. Hudoon dis- , 
mussed Smith and hired' Fore- ' 
man to represent her-. Smita 
later sued and collected $175,-, 

■ 009 for his legal sewcees.. ”
’ However, at the stCllemtnt' 
it was Foreman' posnig with ’ 
Mrs. Hudson for the news pc- 
tunes.. . ; ’ • '

. , Foreman has been the ob­
ject of adulation, pra’se, scorn, 

■ viiifcaatonn and curses. Dur­
. ng a recent CBS Television 
'show illuiitacngg the. style of ” 
Foreman in a courtroom, he . 
heard'himseff dtsc;i■ited as a , 
“no good bastard.” ' j

A Scream in Court i
On another occasoon a grief- 

stricken widow screamed at 
' him in a court room after lie 
had successMly defended her, 
husband’s accused kilter-: .
"You may be a big success­

ful lawyer”' cried Mrs. Kath-* 
erine Ainsworth, ’but you set 
a killer free. He kilted my hus- 
bane and he shouM have h>etn

, punisted. There’s no justice’” 
' For once the big man
seemed checkmated. No wise .
I■eto■.lS.■ No cutting quip. He

• simply said:. "All right, lady. ■ 
If that’s all you have to say,, 

■ goodbye”- -
. Her fhal outcry was: ‘Goo.

to hell, Mr. Foreman” \ 
. ’ ■ Thie situation was .too■hasic, 

pat: You never argue witii a ■ 
' distraught womnn. . ' . •'
■ Now, in the winter of h’ 

■ Iffe, Foreman has hinted at
retieement. However, beCttr 

, than anyone tlit), lie knows he
won’t quit. There’s -the James , 
Earl Ray case and the whole .■ 

’ world will be watchng him. y,
Tooo long ago the swttt.wine 

of fame infiiiaated his hlood- 
slream. And there's no known 
cure for an jllcurahle super-’ 
star hooked on the needks of 
glamour and success. ,
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; 'Foreman Sued 

; By King Death J 

Private Eye i
Memphis, Tenn (AP) - A I 

private investigator who • until; 
w mmfhs ago was emloyed ; 

;in gathering evidence for the I 
'de'enee of James Earl Ray has i 
।filed a .$250,000 damage suit 
, against Per-cy Foreman, Ray’s 
,!new,chief counsel.- ■
LRenfl°. Hay's charged in the I 
, U. S. District Court suit that ’ 
Foreman, a Houston attorney, - 
'made “fa’se and defamatory' 
[statements ’ 'concerning Hays;’ j 

•1work and caused him “pain and ■ 
;mental anguish.” ' ■
' . Hays had worked on the case ( 
' with Arthur J. Hanes of Bir-

■'mjngham, Alai.,. the - attorney 
j fired Dec. 10 by R.ay, who is i 
; charged in the slaym? of Dr. i 
' Martin Luther King Jr’.' , .'

Foreman said ‘ after ’ taktog 
. the Ray ca.se he was requested ■

by an attornev represent 
Hays to pay $941165.84 for work 1 
'Hays had donc on the casse. ' 
. Foreman said he said Dec. 18 ' 
1 in court that Hays’ invesHga-1 
I hve report is “in my opinion, , 
>not worth much." , ।

. I For,eman said the filing of the ; 
lawsuit will enable' him to take 

. Hays' deposition anid -find out 
: what he know’ about the killing 
; of King. . ■

“I can now do this without I 
I haring to ante up $9856.88,” he I 
j said. “Lappreciate his co-opera- j 
tion.” • •

, Ray is scheduled to go on !
• trial March 3 in Memphs^X j

’'THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE" 
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• The arTangrmrnt by which Jaimes Earl Ray 
■plead! guilty to the murder of Dr Martin 
Luther King Jr and accepted a 99•yrar prison 
term may have been a satisfactory disposition 
of the legal case for everyone directly involved. .
J But the lack of a full-dress trial practically 
assured that the case will be kept alive in­
definitely. Thrre always will be specutation. 
There always will be questions about what the • 
truth was. There always will be doubt that 
Ray acted alone, and there always will be 
suspition that there was a conspraayy of some 
kind.
i Fm- from being a “coverup,” as has been 
charged, the decisoon not to hold .a full trial 
was the best way to assure that the murder 
of the civil rights lradrr will not be soon for-­
gotten. . • ’
' RAY HIMSELF MADE this even more cer­
tain when he stood up in court and said that 
he did not agree with the theory that there 
was no conspiiacyy. He certainly was in a po­
sition to know. .

■ ■ It could have been that he was simply try­
ing to make the official r'rcord conform with 
the story he told for publication while in prison, . 
that a blond Latin man he knew only as 
“Raoul” was involved. Oo proof has been ' 
found that thiis man ever rxistrd except in ' 
Ray’s imagination. Ray could have meant by 
his stttrmrnt in court that he cannot prove ■ 
that others were associaled withhiim.

’There is not the slightest reason for doubt- ■
ing the word of those involved in investigation 
and pr-oseecutinn of the case that there is, at 
this timet, no evddenee to indicate that there 
was a conspiaccy. As the judge in the case put 

■ ft, there is no evidence that there was a con­
spiracy and no evidence that there was not 
one.' • . •

J He added: If there was a conspraccy, no

member of such a consppracy can ever live in ■, 
peace or lie down to pleasant dreams because '• 
thli•l is no statute of limitations ...” 1 ‘

DISPOSITION OF THE case against Ray ’ 
. does not foredoee action against anyone else if 

evidence should be found at some time in the 
future that someone else was involved in the 
murder. There no longer is any reason, ex­
cept possiHy fear, why Ray himself shoud 
not assist in future investigations of the slay­
ing and in bringing to justice any other per­
sons who might have had a part in the assassi-

■■ nation. .
Many peepee simply find it hard to believe 

that he ’ acted alone. Among the many un- ’ 
answered questions in the case is that of motl- 
vation. The Memphis district atior'nry, Phil 
M. Canafe, expressed the belief that Ray was 
moved by a personal hatred of Negroes. He 
believes that thiis frrling was strong enough t:o 
cause Ray to do what he did.

. But others who know Ray well personally . 
said that the murder of Dr King was com­

' plrtrly “out of character” for Ray. They said 
that Ray was not a racist, that he was not

' political-mindrd and that he was not a killer 
by trmprramrnt or intimation. ■

’ ALL OF WHICH CAUSED one person who 
knew him personally t:o say: “If he was moti- . 
vated by anything, it would be monry.”

One of his bi-oihri■s said: “If my brother
’did kill King, he did it for a lot of monrc.”

The offenses in his previous crmilnal record 
■ were all related to money.. And his traveb 
after the assassinatinn indicate that he spent 
at least $10,000 as a fugitive.

As matter's stand, the book hats not been 
closed on the King assassintttt:ion case by any 
means, no matter how much some people

■ would like to see it erased from the public’s 
. memory as soon as possible. . ,===,
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below))

flints Of Conspiracy/ 
In King Case Probed

By PAUL SCOTT
, WASHINGTON - The Federal BUreau of 
Investigation is probing dark new hints of a 
conspiracy in the assassiaation of Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King.

The Unannounced FBI mquir-y was ordered 
by Director J. Edgar Hoover after Sen. James 
Eastland, D-Miss., chairman of t:he Senate 
Internal Security Subcommittee, turned over ' 
a ltittr■ he received from Jamels Earl Ray, 
the convicted King slayer-.

In the two-page hand wr■itten communica­
tion drafted in his prison cell, Ray suggest­
ed a conspiracy in King’s death by aitegiou 
mat others in adnitioo to himself were in- 
plved. •
IJ Significanty, Ray did not try to deny his

own participation in i;ht assassination of 
King,, who was slain Hist year in Memphss as 
he left his motel room.

While he gave no speccfic details in his 
tetter to Sen. Eastlaon. Ray clearly ionicattd 
that he was ready i:t talk if certain conditions 
for his safety could be agreed upon.

In private^ niscusiiog Ray's surprise 
tetter with other members of his subcom­
mittee, Sen. Eastland reported that he de­
cided to i;ur■o it over to the FBI after his 
staff iovtitigai;tr•s were unable to make any . 
brealtghouugh in the case.

In an^itito to requesting the FBI to quiz, 
Ray about the content of the letter, Seo.| 
Eastlnnd also suggested the G-men might

(See King Case, Page 2) I
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' want । to ask the admitted slayerJfKingtthe i 
fofioWEgFquestions. ' .

1 Ho'w did you know that King was going to (
I be in the’ Loraine Motel on the day of the ( 

slaying? 1
How did you know the location of King s 

room?
, How did you know King would come out on ( 

the balcony where he was shot? .
। How did you know exactly where to go to 

get a room from which to fire the fatal shot?
' '- Set. Eastland also wants Hoover-to check 

on Ry’s eyesight to determine if it wasgood 
, enouih to have permitted him to fire the fatal 

shot. , ,
Wirt effect t;he new FBI inquiry wiU naive 

i on Hy’s request for a new trial is conjec- 
i tura ‘

Ry’s l.etter, however1, has given the FBI 
thereason they need for requestioning the 

. coricted assassin on several aspects of the 
mytery shrouded case.

or example, the FBI would like to deter­
mie if Ray had ever had any direct or in­

, dirct contacts with persons close to King 
inching one of his long-time advisers and 
spech writers. ,
p i Top Secret Communist

this “ghost,” known to the Federal Bur­
eau of InvestU!ation as one of the top secret 
conmunists in the -country, was the chif 
arciteect of toe “Poor People’s Campaign 
that King was to have led in the nation^ 
capial only days after he was assassuatted.

StH incompeete is an FBI investUlation 
of Riy’s contacts made in New Oreeans be­
fore Kings, assassination and after Ray had 
escaped from prison. — - _l

As reported in this column late in Maren, 
• Sen. Eastland has taken tihe position that 

someone inside the motel had to finger King । 
for the assassin.

Since Hoover knows more about the un­
, published activities of the late Dr. King and 
his associates, Sen. Easthind beleeves he is 

. in the best position of .anyonee in the country | 
to determme if otiheiss were involved inthe . 
slaynig.^:^____________________
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M WASHINGTON - (P) - The 
t FBI claimed Wednesday the 
- late Robert: F. Kennedy au- 
il thorized it to eavesdrop on 
^telephone conversations of the 
'date Dr Martin Luther King 
1-Jr. '
U It said the wiretap “was 
~ specifically approved in ad 
f-vance in writing” by Kennedy, 

’ : then the attorney general.
“ Clyde A. Tolson, the FBI's 
;•associate director, made the 
> assertion in attempting to 
6 repudiate newspaper reports 
“ that FBI Director J. Edgar 
; Hoover acted on his own m 
Xpermitting King’s phone to be 

tapped,
Z IN DEFENDING Hoover, 
- however, Tolson revived a 
-1966 controversy over whtthtr 
; Kennedy approved die use of 
*ttecto(mie snooping devices 

white he headed the Justice 
Department. .

: ' At that time, Hoover said 
; Kennedy d:Id. Kennedy, then a 
- New York senator, said he dto 
~ not. Bot:h men eventually 
i diowed the dispute t:o drop.
I Tin latest wiretap dispute 
; ■{also recalted Hoover's attack

on King in 1964 as the “most 
notorious liar in the corurtry.’’ ; 
That attack came about the , 
time the dtvict was instalted 
on t:he civil rights leader's At:- 
lanta home.

With both Kennedy and King 
now dead, Hoover left tto Tol­
son, his close associate for 34 
year's, the task of answering 
the new round of criticttm.

IN A LETTER tto colummst 
Carl.T. Rowan, the Number 2 
FBI official denouneed an ar­
ticle publtshed Sunday in 
which Rowan accused Hoover 
of flouting the law by allo>wing 
King's phione to be tapped. Ro- I 
wan suggtstte Hoover ought •■ 
to resign.

Tn reply, Tolson called the ; 
article “maliciout” and “scur- : 
rious” and added: ,
“For your informatinn, tile 

wiretap on Martn Luther 
King Jr was tptciflcally ap­
proved in advance in writing 
by the late attorney general of 
the Urnted States, Mr Robert 
F. Kennedy. Ths device was 

I Mrictly in the .field of internal 
j security and, therefore, was 
( within the provtsions laid 

down by the then President of
■ the United States.”

THE KING wiretap was 
. brought to light eariter to 

month during a Houston ftetr-- , 
j al court heartag on whether 
former htavlwtillhtt champion 

I Cassius Clays conviction for 
I refusrng induction int:o the । 
I armed forces was tainted by 1 
! illegally obtained evidence. _ ■

Robert A. Nichote, a special 
I FBI agent, told of supavsitog- ■ 
i the tarp on King's phione, and 
! logs of a conversation bttwttn 
• King and Clay were in- ' 
, traduced in.to the court record. . 
, The Justice DepaIttalent ; 
| would not commentt on Tol.- . 
i son's statement. • . .

SEARCHEDZ^hNDEHDi'

SattttED6^W W '
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But two weeks ago, a 
spokesman said Hoover- was 
“accurate in every respect

I when he told Congress, tile at- 
t torney gtntr’al authorizes all 
' FBI wiretaps in advance and 
। in-sitBngs *•. -=
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Hoover Ancueedof/Faise'Sttiemerie
BY RONALD J. OSTROW 'Hoover said he-had ,4nemo- his cM boxing nhtlmpion Muhammad

. —. -....... „^ . ram^- showing;. Kennedy. was .mown® force behind the sur- AH from his nehvictie>n for re-
cohcerhd■ oyer- reports -Dr.- veinance. , .'1 fusing to be dratted. ' ■
Kag. was aseeniating with a ‘What has been revealed'is . while admitting that
New.* York- lawyer with'Com- f to Sen. Kennedy and,.coTTXfoTS Kteg,

■ Dr-lKng and by no etthdt^de had been monitored on Dr.
I.knQw ^Q^taut: wrtk the King’s Atlanta home phone, 

W.1.^.1 ^nd sen.se of just.ice , the government resisted an- 
heretofore s^wa .by, Mr. .’waring 1qustions.ae t;o who 
,Hoover in fhe ^min’stea.Uon authorized thetap and how 
of Amenoan , •3ueilnet”' Kay , ]ong if lasted. ; - -' 
zehbanh stated. ' „

< ' Hoover said he advised Ken-
Kit^di served as depu- aedy Oct/ 7, 1963; that it was 

ty.2tohl'y? gehert! uader.technically feasible,to wiretap 
;^^d^ aad euCn:eld!J him in Dr.. .Kings, telephone at . the 
^Mp^Lw11-0 ■K:eTheedy headquarters,-of the Southern 
resigned to run for ike Ser-- ■Chrisltan :Leadershtp Cohfei'- 
,ate. ; . .ehne in A^ana and at an ua-

The first official acknowK.. named New York City, ad 
. edgemlat that Dr. King had iress. But'at the Houetoa

11969 Los Angeles Times-'
Washington Post News service

Washington - Two. former 
-attorneys , general have ac- 
.cused' J. Edgar, Hoover, of 
naW “false"’ and “decep- 
five” ,statemenes after the 
FBI director was quoted as 
saying’ Robert Kennedy viniti-

'munist .connections and.,pre­
vailed on a reluctant FBI to 
tap Dr. King’s .phones. Hoo­
ver was quoted {assaying the 
FBI was reluctant .to -tap, the 
Negro Teaderi.s phone because-ated a wiretap on Dr.- Mar-, _

'tin Luther King. “ ■ . of. possible political repercus-
Niehotas D. Katzenbach and .

> Ramsey Clark-, epoke - out 
.Thursday' after .Hoover •said' 
Kenhedy not only authorized 

' but propoeed t■he tap because 
«of! reporss King was aseonlat- 
:ingtwith a„Itwyer;Wlth Com- , 
vmunist connections. t ' |

sions.-
Commenting/ on this allega­

tion, Katzenbach said: “Truth 
is seldom - found in selective 
and partial disclosures of this
type.’,’; , . ■ - vz •' ■

Katzenbach declined ' to
amplify, on this part -of his

Katzenbach, asked -t■bout; I statement, euggeeting that 
Hoover’s statement,,said- ‘To .Hoover picked -and-"nhoee' 
say or imply thatthiiskip was ’ ' ' ; '
the orlglnti! n.onnlttiin among, documents to' support

been wiretapped came ' June hearmg, the agent spoke only’ 
' 4'.in ja hearnng in" Houston on ‘ ' ” '

: an/appeal by >&av.weWJ^
of a tap on Dr. Kings homl

of Robert Kennedy — that he 
was the moving force-in this 

- eltulttiioh — or^hat he had 
- any- doubts as to Dr. 'kings 
integrity or loyalty is false.”
' Clark, also asked - for 1 his 

reacti^, said Was. deceptive 
for Hoover to portray the FBI 

, as^a reluctant eavesdropper'' 
of Dr' King.” He added':

“Mr. Hoover repeatedly^ reL 
quested me to authorize FBI: 

, wr-eaps? on Dr. King while I 
was attorney general. The 
last of these requests, none 
of which was -granted, came 

■two days before the murder 
of Dr. King.” ;

When asked about the con- 
trbveryy, . President Nixon 
said Hoover enjoys, “my com­
plete confidence"’ and added:

‘T cheeked personally into 
the matter as to Whether or 
not that surveinanee had been 
conducted - by him and the 
FBI, by themselves’ or wheth- 

' er ifhad been, as is supposed 
,to be the case, always ap-. 
- proved by the atlomlyfgeheIy■: 
■ al. -

”1 found that It bad always- 
■ been approved by the attord 
ney general, as 'Mr. Hoover 
.testified in WM and Wlia/’ ! 

j^nLthesubi^^
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'Percy Foreman Denies Charge 
By Ray of Mishandling the Case

Houston attorney Percy 
Foreman, former counsel to 
James Earl Ray, coleseed 
slayer of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., says Rays accusa­
tions about mishandling his 
case are false.

Ray on Thursday filed a 
$500,000 damage suit against 
the State of Tenneseee, in 
which he accused Foreman of 
neglecting to investigaee evi­
dence that Ray claims was 
crucial to the case.

In the suit, Ray said he 
gave Foreman the telephone 
numbers of two Louisiana 
men, from New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge, and asked Fore­
man to investigaee them after 
Ray was indiceed.

Foreman gave the informa­
tion to Z. T. Osborne, a Nash­
ville attorney now dead, and 
asked Mm to investigaee, the 
suit said.

Foreman says, however-, 
that he has never hear-d of Os­
borne, and never hired any 
lawyer to investigaee any as­
pect of the Ray case. Fore­
man says he wanted the late 
John Hooker, “the best trial 
lawyer in Tennessee,” to han­
dle the Ray case. But, Fore­
man says, Ray refused be­
cause Hooker was admired by 
blacks.
. ‘That tells you what kind of 
Iguy Ray was,” Foreman say! 
[ Ray pleaded guilty in 1961) 
to assassinating King, bl 
later said he was coerced into

PERCY FOREMAN JAMIES EARL RAY
confessing. He denied he kill­
ed the WEick civil rights lead­
er, but has named no other 
possible suspect.

King was kilted in Memphis 
in 1968 as he stood on a motel 
balcony..

In the petition filed in U.S. 
ftstact Court in Nashvilte, 
Ray does not identify the tele­
phone numtiers nor does h^

say what connection they 
might have, if any, with the 
slaymg of King.

The suit says: “Mi-. Osborne 
reported the resident listed 
unto the Baton Rouge phone 
™mbe,r was a parish (county.) 
official under the influence of 
a Teamsters Union official in 
the Baten Rouge ar-ea; that 
the resident. listed under the

Officaa’s of the U.S. Depart­
ment of Justice say the trans­
fer will be made for security 
reaoons. Mark Luttrell, Ten­
nessee commissioner of cor­
rections, requested the trans­
fer. U.S. Bureau of Prisons 
officaa’s say the transfer is 
possible, even though Ray has 
not been convicted of a feder­
al crime, under terms of an 
agreement that the federal 
government has with several 
statues, whereby the states pay 
the federal government to a 
prisoner’s car-e.

New Orleans ar-ea was, among 
other tongs, an agent of a 
Mideast-orieneed organization 
disturbed becauee Dr. Martin 
Lute King’s reported forth­
coming, before his death, pub­
lic support of the Palestine 
Arab cause.”

This statement, Foreman 
say^s, is the product of Ray’s 
“d'sordeeed mind.”

Foreman says the only tele-i 
phone numbers in the Ray| 
case that he knew about were! 
two he got from a “hangeJ 
on of Ray s in New Orleans* 
One of the numbers had been 
disconnected, the other was 
that of a bar that Ray had 
frequeneed in New Orleans, 
Foreman say's.

Ray’ present attorney, Ber- 
nar-d Fensterwald of Washing­
ton, D.C., said he was una- 
war-e of the suit being filed in 
Nashvilte.

The suit was the latest in a 
series of legal moves in feder-- 
al court. Earlier,, Ray unsuc­
cessfully sought a retrial and 
an overturnnig of his sen­
tence. ।

The most r-ecent suit alsl 
seeks a tempor-ar-y injunctooji 
r■estrainigg Tenneseee offi<iiaf 
from tranfeerrigg Ray to a 
federal mental iostitution in
SpringfteM, Mo.
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