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do this for him, This would have been in about 1966, after

RAY got out of solitary confinement following his return to the |
MSP from the State Hospital in Fulton, Missouri, as HURTT re-
called. HURTT said that he was in solitary confinement when

RAY escaped in April, 1967,

HURTT advised that he never heard of '"Cooley's,
Organization", and he has been in the MSP for fifteen years.
He said that., he is not acquainted with any inmates named ORR
or MC CLELLAN, and he does not recall any such inmates being
assigned to jobs with RAY or celling near him. He stated that
he never heard RAY speak of Mexico, Canada, Australia, or
New Orleans. He advised that RAY celled with CARL LILLIBRIDGE
when RAY returned to the MSP from Fulton, but he knows of no
other cellmates RAY had. He said that he has no information
Eo indicate RAY was involved with the sale of amphetamine in

he MSPp,

On May 9, 1968, and May 10, 1968, Warden HAROLD
SWENSON and Major B. J. POIRY, Assistant Associate Warden of
Custody, MSP, advised that they haveno knowledge of "Cooley's
Organization” and have been unable to identify it with any
segment of the population at the MSP or to verify its existence,
past or present,
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AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI:

The fbllowing investigation was conducted by
Investigative Clerk WILLIAM C, MC DONALD:

On May 8, 1968, Mrs. LILLIAN WILLENBRINK, Secretary
to Warden HAROLD SWENSON, Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP),
advised that the only "Indian barber" in the MSP is ROMAN
SAGE, #14319, the "F-Hall" barber.

The following investigation was conducted by
Special Agent THOMAS H. WEAVER:

On May 9, 1968, ROMAN SAGE, #14319, who is of
Indian heritage, advised that he did not arrive at the MSP
until Octobexr 13, 1967, which is his first sentence here,
and he did not know JAMES EARL RAY and has no information
regarding hin,
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The following investigation was conducted by
Special Agent THOMAS H, WEAVER:

AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI:

On May 9, 1968, HOWARD NUNN, #68889, inmate at the
Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP), advised that he was in
K-Hall at the MSP during the time RAY celled there in 1967,
He said that he was in K-Hall at the time RAY escaped in
April, 1967. He said that he did not know any inmates named
MC CLELLAN or ORR, and he does not know if inmates with those
names}were in the MSP at the time RAY escaped, He stated
thit he never worked directly with RAY, but he did see him
in the MSP and spoke with'him. He said he went to work at
the, bakery at: the' MSP following RAY'S escape, but he never
heard any talk in the bakery about RAY or his escape while
he was there andjhe has no|information as to the identity of
any inmate who may have'aided RAY in his escape. NUNN said

that he was working at the tag, plant when RAY escaped, and he
did not know"0f his plah to escape or his plans following
escape. He recalled’'that RAY was a "loner" who did not speak
unless he was spoken to, and RAY never discussed his future
plans to him, He said that he has no information regarding
any "bounty" for the death of Dr. KING, and he never heard RAY
speak of such a "bounty" or of Dr., KING, He stated that he
got the impression that RAY had lived in New Orleans, .
Louisiana, as he did speak of New, Orleans in his conversation,
but he cannot recall any specifi¢ comments RAY made’ concerning
New Orleans. He said he does not recall RAY's speaking of
Mexico or Canada, and he has no idea where RAY might be
located. He said that he recognizes a 1967 photograph of RAY
in coat, white shirt, and tie, as RAY, with a fuller face.
He stated that RAY never mentioned any assassination plans,
and he felt that RAY was the non-violent type, since he was so
%uiet. He said he never heard of '"Cooley's Organization* at
he MSP, , .
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The following investigation was conducteé by
SA THOMAS H, WEAVER: ! L e

AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI:

On April 30, 1968, IDNALD JONNSON, #0987, inmate,
Missouri State Penitentiary, advised that he was in the
Missouri State Penitentiary during 1950-656 on onc sentence,
and he believes he may have known who RAY was during that
tine, but was not acquainted or associated with him personally.
He said. when he canme back to the Missouri State Penitentiary
in February, 1967, to begin his current 15-year sentence fron
Clay County, HMissouri, he worked in the bread roon at the
Missouri State Penitentiary during the early part of 1967,
and he was working the morning shift at the bread roon during
the tine RAY escaped. He stated that he recalls RAY was
working the afternoon shift in the bread roonm, and he does
not recall seeing RAY the day he escapcd. e advised that
he did not see RAY very nuch anyway, and he did not know
of any plan RAY had to escape and never heard anything beforve
he left or afterward as to where RAY planned to go after.
escape., e sald that he does not khow whether or not an
inmate aided RAY in his escape, and he does not suiscribe
to the theory that RAY escaped in the bread box being
delivered to onc of the prison farms. JOHNZCN said that
his shift was from 4:00 A} until 1:0D PM and he gencrally
at about 8:00 AM tool the bread vox for the lcuz Farn down
to the dock from tiie bread rocm to be loaded onto a truck
going to the farm. He said as he recalls, theday PAY

*
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supposedly escaped, he personally .loaded the bread into

the wooden bread box, personally took it down the elevator
operated by an inmate to the dock, and assisted in placing
the box onto the truck. He asserted that he placed the
bread into an empty box, and there was nothing unusual

about the box he loaded. He said that he does not believe
RAY left the prison in the bread box, unless the bread

box was exchanged for one in which RAY was hiding without
JOHNSON's knowledge. He denied that he agsisted RAY in his
escape, and stated that the bread box was generally loaded
with from 35 to 60 loaves of bread, which he always stacked
neatly in the box. He said that he never worked directly .
with RAY at the prison and did not consider himself a friend
of RAY. Hec stated that he never heard anyone at the prison
speak of a bounty on Dr, MARTIN LUTHER XING, and he never
heard RAY say anything that would reveal his fcelings with
regard to race or about his plans for the future. He said
he never heard RAY nention Oregon, lexico or Canada. He
said that he does not believe that the bread he packed into
the bread box on the day RAY supposedly escaped cane to the
top of the bread box. He advised that sonetines the bread
sits on the truck at the dock unattended while the driver
picks up other supplies to be delivered to the prison farms.
JOINSON denied having knowledge of any plan RAY had to escape
and denied knowledge of his possible whereabouts.

AT TUSCUMBIA, MISSOURI: ,

On April 30, 1968, Sheriff WENDELL HENSLEY, lMiller County
Sheriff's OLffice, advised that the town of Lake Ozark, Missouri,
is in Miller County, located on the Lake of the Czarks.

He said that he knows of no investigation being conducted

at this time or recently by any law enforcement agency about
"narcotics pushers"” at Lake Ozark or area, and he personally
has no knowledge of any peddlers of narcotics operating

din this area. He said ‘there has never been any proof of which
ke is aware that RAY was. ever in ¥Miller County or area.
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA THOMAS H, WEAVER:

AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI:

On April 29, 1968, BOBBY FRED ASHE, MSP #01562
inmate, Hissouri State Penltentiary (usp), advised that he
knew JAMES EARL RAY at the MSP, but was not well acquainted
with hin, He said he wduld doubt that anyone was '"well
acquainted" with RAY, as he was a quiet individual who did
not becoxne involved in any of the prison rackets, He stated
he never knew of RAY to be involved in the sale of "pills"
or amphetanine, or to operate or play in poker games, He
advised that he never knew RAY to express strong opinions on
any subject, including racial matters, and he never heard
of a2 bounty mentioned regarding Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING., He
said he knows nothing of RAY's fanmily, background or associates
and has no information regarding his escape or plans following
his escape, He advised that RAY was not known, so far as he
knows, as a "kid" or a '"punk" in the prison, and he doubgg.
that RAY was ever a cellmate of JIMMY CARPENTER, T

i
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The following investigation was conducted by -

SA THOMAS H, WEAVER:
AT JEFFERSON CiTYy, MISSOURI:

On April 29, 1968 a former cellmate of JAMES EARL
RAY at the Missouri State Penxtentzary, CECIL CLAYTON LILLIBRIDGE,
also known as Carl Lillibridge, Missouri State Penxtentlary
numbér 67755, advised ad follows:

He knew JAMES EARL RAY at the Hissouri State
Penitentiary (NSP). Frem his conversations with RAY, he
learned that RAY's maximunm anbition in life was to make a
"score” of -about $20 - 530,000.00, after which he would go to Mexico
to "hide out®", living simply on the loot at the favorable
Mexican exchange rate. FRAY had spoken to hin about his
previous trips to Hexico, follouing "two or three” armed
rOuberzes, involving srall scores, where he would "cool off*
and live on beer, beans and milk. RAY gpoke of Carpeche
Bay, near the Yucatan Peninsula, and he spoke of living with
peasants on the outskirts of the towun of Caspeche, !} cxico.
RAY also spoke of a cheap "red light district” he favored
located in the town of Torreon or Torrajon (phonetic), whiek
the former HSP inmate thought was lccated in north central
Mexico. Cost was a factor in anything RAY did, and he
apparently lived frugalldy and budgeted his money carafully.

RAY did not like Hegroes in general, but he
expressed no particular feeling toward MARTIN LUTHER XING,
although he has heard RAY rafer to Dr. XING as ”LARTIR
LUTHER COON"., RAY read enthusiastically, especially the
weeckly neus ragazines availabkle at the HMSP, and he would
react in an ocutspoken manner oppesing B. RAP BROWN and
STOKELY CARMICHALL when he vead of their activities, as
well as in opposition to publicity Dr. KING received in
certain instances,
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The former USP inmate never heard of any bounty
‘mentioned with regard to Dr, RING at the LSP or clscwhere,.
“H#lo hellieves he has heard RAY -speculate that thero uight be
soxne noney available through sone splinter group for the
purder of BROUN or CARMICHAYL, but ho never heard hinm speak
in this regard about Dr. KIHG, DRAY did not nention specific
groups or any knowledge of any real payofZ inforaation, He
reealls RAY's telling hia, durding the itinme he celled with
hin, that while ho was on the aino. construction detail at
the #5P, one of the guands roferred to the lNegro inmates
working on the detail as "boy", and the Hegroes weat on a
"sit-dowa' sirike, and induced about two of the white inmates
to join their strikeo, and when ong of the Regroes referred
to RAY as "gray", he got into a Light with that iunate, although
tho prison officials never learned of the £ight, and the former
USP innate's knowledge o2 thoe £ight was as a result of RAY's
telling hin, and he does not know whether or not it is true,

~ RAY was a hypochondriac in that he took six or
seven differont kinds of pills dally, imagining that he bad
a VYeranial deprossion™ and a Mrapid palpitation of the-heart”,
Ho would usc former innate's watch with a second hand and
tino his pulse, IHe was able to obtain "pills" Iron going on
sichk call az well as throush innate sources in the USSP, The
forgper inmate had sone pills he had obtained for treatnont
of his arthritig, fron which he obtnained no xelief, and RAY
tool these pills, thirking that he night soxo day have arthritis,
and the pills night ward off future effects of that afiliction,
He belicves RAY was seolling apphetaminoe 311 the time he was
in the HMSP, but fornmexr inmate does not know his source,

RAY meantionod a traffic for the esale of szall
appliances in Hexico, due to the tariff Hexicans had to pay
"for such itens they purchased legally, and ho spoke of
havinz smuggled such ifterms into lexico, e saild he was
acquainiad with 2 man wviho operated a onall scale smuggling
business, who lived near the town of Campeche, iexico, RAY
neationed this nan so often that former inwate recalls his
nane: elthor MATEC LOPEZ GARCIA or UATEO GARCIA LO¥EZ, who
apparently had lived for seoso time in the United States, and
who spoke English, He believes this is the nan RAY referrcd
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to as the cwnor of a small fishing boat, and he would

snuggle thlngs from Browpsvillo, Toexas, into Hexico through
Campechie Bay. He belicves RAY made trips on this boat with
the man, and appareantly Mexican Nationals.-are not cheched
upoen entering lexico through Campeche Bay in fishing hoats,
ile does not believe BAY could speak Spanish, other than for
basic wvords for basic needs. He hoard RBAY pention a brother
in St, Louis, Missouri, ard he belioyves some of HAY's trips

Lo Hexico vwore with cither thebrother or with sonzone he

had participated in armed rodberies with, nance not given, .
BAY indicated he had inwvested g 1ittle gmoney in TV sets and
vashing sinchines which were transported to lexico by his
frioend with tho fishing boat, RAY said he had been to ilexico
City Ya couple of tiﬂes" and he apparently likea llexico
City, but said it was a "touri t trap", and he could not
afford to stay there,

RAY's only reoference t{o worliing had to do with past

‘bartending jobs, Ho bolicves RAY said he had tendod bar

sopewhore in Pooria, Illinois, and at seomo other tovn in
southera Illinois, exact location not known., Ie never neantloned
Oregon or Canada, that former inmate recalls, .

RAY nevor mentioned to hin his plans for escape or
gpecific plans to hide out .any particulnr place, but his
conversation indicated ho wanted to "nake the ono big score™
and retire in Mexico, IHe menticned that he and anothor man,
nane rot montlianed, drovo to lexico, appavently Caapeche,
orne tinse, in an old model Chevrolet, specific xoutes not
nentioned, He does not kuow how RAY made his othor trips to
Yexico ho clained to have made, He said that he had lived
in a rented throe-yoon gshack on tho cutskirts of Caapeche,
within walking distance of thoe towa, and from his conver-
gation, forpmor inmate gathored that this was during the 1ate

-1959's, BAY said he had been in Arizona before, but he did

not nontion any of tho Hexican~balited States Border towns,
othex than Brownsville, Texas,

fle recealls RAY nentioned having watched a “fire
danco" done by snall Negro boys at & hotel in Acapulco,
Nexico, ilo indicated ho had not stayed at the hotol where
the porforpance was, since it was too expoansive, but stayed
at an unaased cheapox hotel, and he indicated that live coals
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were kicked over a c¢liff iato the .sur{ bolow the hotel,
~after.which the boys would dive into the surf as it rushed
throuzh a bnall inlet, -
He recalls RAY once had another innate, EENNY HURT,
or HUSTT, in about 1568, send out about $15.00 for hin onco,
purportedly for the purchase of statlonery for legal papers.
Thae prison authorities wateh inmate expenditures closcly and
at the tine, the inmates werce allowed only about $23,00 per
ronth .cxpenditures, but RAY had somo incoxoe froa his illogal
activitics in prison and nceded to conceal thoe money in
other 'than his owa trcasury account,: HURIT got BAY's noney
and sent it ocut to a ¥r, and MMrs, (uaze ‘unrecalled)
Stationery Conpany in St. Louis, ifisgouri, but no stationery

- -over -cane to.URIT, who worricd about it and thought it night

have booen stelen until he was told it would never conz, by
“RAY, who had used RUATT for getiing rid of the noney without
HUKIT's kaowledge of what he was dolng,

. Forner 4SY inmate does not know who RAY might
contact, other than thoe supposed fricnd at Campeche he named,
and ho has no knowledge of his whercabouis and no knowledge
of his plans to escape, or activities following escape, He

' does not approve of the rmurder with which RAY is charged,
however, and desircd to furnish the above information to holp
if he-can, ‘
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The following investigation was conducted by -

Speclal Agent PRINCE G, MELTON:
AT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS:

A former inmate, JULIUS MAURICE BLOCK, of the Missouri
State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, currently
incarcerated Federal Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas,

advised on April 30, 1968, that he had worked in the bakery

at the Missouri State Penitentiary while JAMES EARL RAY was

an inmate at the penitentiary and also a bakery worker. .

RAY was a friend of BOB POWELL and an inmate recalled only

as J. R, RUSSELL, believed to be from Farmington, Missouri.

POWELL intimated that RAY was planning an escape
from the penitentiary and his escape was finally effected
with a large bread box--POVELL, RUSSELL; and possibly others
assisting in the loading of the bread box containing JAMES
EARL RAY. When the bread truck came in, a remark was made by
POWELYL about sending something to the farm, and a rather heavy
bread box was loaded on the bread truck.

RAY on one occasion made the remark concerning a
Negro guard known as Lt. BILLY BOB "That's one Nigger that
should be dead." RAY on one occasion referred to a male
Negro cook as "that black son-of-a-bitch.”

RAY was characterized as a loner and one who seemed
to live in his own world. RAY was known to purchase the
physical favors of homosexuals while still in the Missouri
State Penitentiary, although it was believed that RAY would’
seek sexual relations with women outside the prison walls.

Prior to the time that RAY escaped in the bread box,
POWELL was overheard telling RAY that he wanted RAY to go to
Doe Run, Missouri, where a girl named FRANKIE BARBARA (phonetic)
resided. POWELL wanted RAY to "beat that bitch real good, but
'don't kill her." POVWELL wanted RAY to tell FRANKIE that the
beating had come from POWELL. Apparently FRANKIE BARBARA had
been POWELL's girl friend, and when she stopped corresponding
with POWELL, POWELL became quite upset.
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It was also believed that RAY had stabbed one
inmate while still in the Missouri State Penitentiary down
on the dock by the garbage cans, but his identity was never
discovered by prison officials. It was believed that POWELL
held this inmate while RAY stabbed him with a knife. It was
not believed that this was a mortal wound, but simply an
assault with a knife.

It was indicated that RAY used to steal locks from
different doors in the bakery and kitchen area and practiced
plcking these locks later.

RUSSELL was described as a white male, .age 35,
about 5'10", 160 pounds. POWELL was a nice-looking, well
built, white male with black hair,
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The following investigation was conducted by o
Special Agent PRINCE G, MELTON: :

AT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI:

On May 1, 1968, STERLING JUNIOR HILL; 9104 Walnut,
phone JA 3-0790, advised that he was an inmate in the Missouri
State Penitentiary at Jgfferson City, Missouri, while JAMES
EARL RAY was also an inmate in that institution., HILL advised
that he was enmployed in the prison hospital, at first preparing
dentures and later as supervisor of nursing. HILL advised
that he was never a close friend of RAY, 'and they actually
resided on opposite sides of the prison. RAY was in the
hospital a few times on sick call, but was never actually
checked in to occupy a bed. RAY just picked up his medication

and left. HILIL said, therefore, that although he knew RAY

to speak to him, he had never had an extended conversation
with RAY and actually knew very little concerning RAY's personal
life or friends at the prison.

) He remembered RAY as a "loner'", who always acted
like he was troubled. He remembered that RAY seldom sniled,
and he judged that RAY was precoccupied with his own thoughts,
After RAY escaped,HILL thought that probably RAY was thinking
about his escape plans rather than the events closer at hand.
He viewed the photographs of RAY and indicated they were good
likenesses, recalling that RAY did cock his head a little to
one side,

HILL said he would have no idea as to RAY's where-
abouts, since RAY had never mentioned any escape, any friends
inside or outside the prison, and had never given any possible
itinerary if he left the prison. HILL said that since someone
would probably make some money for turning RAY. in, he himself

would contact this Bureau if he ever does see RAY on the

outside., HILL said that his own nickname was "Shotgun" while
he ‘was -in the prison at Jefferson City, Missouri,

It will be observed that the whereabouts of STERLING ,
J. HILL was obtained through JUNE A. HILL, Attorney (no relation),
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Legal Aid and Defender Soclety of Greater Kansas City,

1029 Oak. Attorney HILL had arranged for inmate HILL's
release on the basis of improper legal representation when
HILL was originally tried. Attorncy HILL said the State
then decided that it would not retry HILL because of the
time that he had already served. STERLING HILL can also be:
contacted in care of his sister, Mrs, JUANITA BOSTON, 8120
Main, Kansas City, Mo., phone EM 1-7658,

’
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The followxng investigation was conducted by
SA ROWEN B. AYERS:.

On May 2, 1968 RICHARD BEMAN, MSP # 07694, serving
life for murder, stoourl State Pen;tentxary, since Septenbor 30,
1960, said he has worked in the main dining room, the main
kitchen and the hospital at the penitentiary. In April of 1967,
he said, he was working #n the hospital.

He said he knew RAY on sight and spoke to hzm and
that was all. He said he worked for a time with RAY in the
kitchen, -but did not associate with him in K Hall and he did
not know RAY's associates. He said RAY was very gquiet and he
had no information on the personal habits or beliefs of RAY.

He never heard of any bounty for -the’ klllxng of Dr. XING, or
rumors to that effect. He could furnish no further 1nforvatzon

Police Departments at Jefferson City, Columbia and
Sedalia, Missouri, and both the Identification and Laboratory Sec-
tions of the. Missouri State Highway Patrol have been requested to
compare any latents on hand or reccived with the prints of RAY.
Only the Missouri State Highway Patrol had such. To date,
checks. in' this regard have been negative, according to Lieut.
'KENNETH MILLER, Missouri State Flghway Patrol Laboratory, who
so advised on May 6, 1968.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
ROWEN B. AYERS:

On April 24, 1968 Mr. DONALD BUNKER, Classification
Offlce, Missouri Departwent of Corrections, adv;sed that NEAL’
EDGAR AEBY, No. 137626, was received at the Department of
Correctzons, Huntsvxlle Texas under that number as of April
10, 1968. He 1is former:Mzssourx State Penitentiary (MSP) No.
03927 and was discharged August 1, 1967. His emergency address
was care of Mrs. JUDY AEBY, 6714 V;llape Way, Houston, Texas.
The file indicated he was not expected to live long because
of cander and Hodgkins disease. His brother, BILLY AEBY,
No. 03546, was dischargedJuly 12, 1966.

L)

On April 24, 1968, Lt. WILLIAM ROBERT TURNER, also
known as "BILLY BOB"™, a Negro, advised that he was the first
Negro officer at the MSP to have general jurisdiction over the
whole yard, including white cells. He said, for this reason,
some of the inmates resentedihim.

Lt. TURNER said he knew "JIMMY" RAY as an inmate and
observed him in the yard on many occasions. He said the only
inmate he ever saw RAY with on more than isolated occasions,
was a NEAL AEBY, who was a cell mate of FRANK JOSEPH GUINAN.

He noted GUINAN received a card signed "NEAL" which he believed
to be from AEBY. It had no message except greetings "to a wonder-
ful friend”.

TURNER said it was his opinion that AEBY was a person
who would be willing to kill Negroes. He did not believe RAY
" would. He said he had occasion to sit on a dlsczplzne board
before which AEBY appeared. He said AEBY tried to "snow the
board" and he, TURNER, recommended rather a harsh punishment
for him. He saxd th;s word could have gotten to RAY, who
may have resented it.
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TURNER said that RAY was very quiet and got along
well with the Negro population, but did not associate with
them. He said AEBY did not get along well with them at all
and continually "bad mouthed" them. He also recalled that
AEBY had a cancer conditionaand may have had a lung removed.
He said he was also suffering from some other type of disease
and always was very pale. He said the sketch, which first
appeared concerning the assasin of Dr. KING more closely
resembled AEBY -than RAY.

Lt. TURNER said he circulates among the entire
prison population all the time and supervises recreation
periods in the yard. He said he never heard of any bounty
on Dr. KING and he would have heard of this had there been
any conversations in this regard in the penitentiary.

Lt. TURNER further recalled that he was on duty in

the yard on April 23, 1967. He said an inmate came to him and
advised him there had been an escape and perhaps two from this
institution. He said he went to Major BERNARD POIRY, in charge,
and gave him this information. They then called all known
"escape artists" to the control center. However, for some
reason, RAY was not included. All of the known "escape artists"”
were accounted for. They then took a roll call of all innates
and at the time discovered that RAY, and only RAY, was missing.

He said the inmate who advised him of the escape
is J. C. FLETCHER. He said this escape was called to his
attention between Noon and 1:00 PM. He said FLETCHER d1d
not know who had escaped.

Lt. TURNER said he has talked to may inmates in

. the pentientiary regardlng both RAY and possible hate groups
such as the Ku Klux-Xlan in the penitentiary. He said there
are a few Black Muslims, 'but otherwise there is no indication
of any "hate groups”.

TURNER said he is acquainted with JIMMY CARPENTER,
released, and he could not recall ever seeing RAY with this

person. He did not know RAYMOND LEWIS CURTIS either as an inmate
or associate of RAY's
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Lt. TURNER recalled that RAY operated a magazine
service by himself. He charged twenty five cents to let
inmates read magazines or paper back books he acquired. He
said many inmates used cigarettes instead of money for exchange
medium in the penitentiary and as a result RAY usually
had a lot of cigarettes from his book business. He said,
no doubt, RAY sold some of the cigarettes for cash.

’
Lt. TURNER said that JIMMY BRADLEY may have known
RAY, but he did not think so. He said BRADLEY, doing life,
could be described as a "top-con” in that he is a "fast
operator" and always is able to accumulate money through
various "prison rackets". He recalled that BRADLEY was 1n
solitary confinement when RAY escaped.

Lt. TURNER said that RAY did not have the reputation
of being a drug user, including amphetamine and there was
nothlng to indicate he had any abnormal sexu&l problems.

He opined that the killing of Dr. KING by RAY is hard for him
to belleve as he "just is not the type".

: On April 2%, 1968, THOMAS BEECHER CREWS, Hospital,
Missouri State Penltentlary, No. 71845, serving llfe for murder
said he came to the MSP in 1956. He escaped from Fordland Honor
Camp, Fordland, Missouri in May of 1967. He hitchhiked to
Springfield, Missouri and took the bus to St. Louis. He said
he had slightly over $100.00 when he left Fordland. He said
he "just happened on to James Dailey in St. Louis". He said he
did not know any JOHN DAVID DAILEY. He said he went to school
with DAILEY and has known him all his life. He said DAILEY
operated a cafe on Jefferson Boulevard. He said DAILEY tried
to talk him into turning himself in. He said he drank coffee
at Dailey's off and on .for one day and then went to the home
of his brother, BILL CREWS, probably 2021 Clark Avenue, where
he was arrested.
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He said he did not know JAMES EARL RAY in the MSP}
although he said the photograph of RAY in the newspapers 1ooked
familiar. He said he never heard that DAILEY would hide out
anyone. He said he did not know any associates of RAY.. He
said he did not know ROBERT POWELL or JAMES OWENS. He said
he had not seen DAILEY since 1955 until May of 1967. He said,
however, that DAILEY has been visiting him since that time and
attempting to get him a parole. He said he believed that |
JAMES DAILEY was in the’ MSP many years ago. He said he knew
nothing of DAILEY's contacts with other inmates or of his
activities at any of the roads near the Honor Farms as he has
never been in any except Fordland.

On April 2%, 1968, the visitor's card of CREWS
was examined. It did not have anyone by the name of DAILEY
listed thereon.
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E The following investigation was conducted by
Special Agent THOMAS H. WEAVER:

AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURIX:

On April 30, 1968, JERRY WAYNE WHITE, #10743,
Missouri State Penitentiary, advised that he is a native
of Georgia, and he is due to be released soon to the
Federal detainer filed against him. He said that in about
1965 he worked in the kitchen at the Missouri State Penitentiary
when JAMES EARL RAY was pushing a food cart to the hospital,
He stated that he probably never spoke to RAY, and he does
not recall having ever heard RAY speak. He advised that he
has no information about RAY, his plans or his possible
whereabouts,
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Dr. D, B, PETERSON, 4D, Superintendent of State
Hospital Number One, Fulton Missouri, advised that JAMES
EARL RAY was confined in the maxinum security unit of the
hospital for mental evaluation from September 8§ to October .21,
1966, e said nental evaluation was requested by RAY'S
attorney aftexr the latter had been charged with attemptlng
to escape (within the walls) of the Missouri State Peniten-
tiary at Jefforson City, lissouri.

Dr. PETERSON .furnished a negative of phgto taken
of RAY. He also furnished a letter written to the hospital
by RAY in his handwriting.

Dr. PETERSON likewise furnished a diagnostic eval-
uation of RAY. He explained that this iten is confidential,
and the contents thoreof can be nadeavailable ony by subpoena
duces -tecun which should be addressed to hin,

-

O 4 /10/68%' — Fulton,—Missouri File # KC..44=760

5 SA-RGYVEN-B+—AYERS-—-D Dote dictoted ___4/231 /68
This document contains aeither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI ond is looned to your agency:
it and its contents are not 1o be distributed outside your ogency.
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