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.he was arrested and hagd not seen AUSTIN since 1956.

E_Qulncy at the time he noved to Quincy.
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. The following investigation was conducted by SA
ELYON B. DAVIS at Quincy, XIllinois, on lay 10, 196S8:
GERTRUDE VALLING, 1120 College Strect, Quincy,
Illinois, advised that she formerly resided at-904 Lind
Street, Quincy, Illinois. She advised that when she
lived on Lind Street she occasionally rented rooms in
her home and sometime around 1956 she rented a room to
JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN. She advised that she remembered
AUSTIN'S date of birth to be 1898 inasmuch as her year
of birth was the same and that was the only person

. she had ever lived in a house with who was born the

same year as her. She stated that AUSTIN when he came

to Quincy, Xllinois, came to Quincy through some

contact with a Catholic priest in either Quincy or
Chicago., She advised that AUSTIN had been in ‘the
Illivois State Penitentiary and came to Quincy in an
effort to obtain a job and that apparently this unknowmn
Catholic priest had obtained AISTIN a job in Quincy.
However, AUSTIN lived at her home less than one month
when he left and ‘she heard shortly thereafter that he
had bcen arrested and was returned to prison. She stated
‘that she could not remember the name of the ‘town in which
She-
stated as ‘far as she knew AUSTIV did not have any relatxves

‘or associates in Quincy, IlllhOls, and -that AUSTIN was not-

related to her. He simply Lived in-her home for a per;od
of less than one month and that was as a border. .

She advised that she did not know JAMES EARL RAY
and had never known AUSTIN to speak concern;ng RAY under
RAY'S true hame or known alxases‘

L] o :'

i

She stated that she 1s certain JOSEPH ELHER AUSTIN
was not a Quincy resident and that he knew nothxng concerning

- » wF

. = Photographs ‘of JAMES EARL RAY were exnibi
~ GERTRUDE WALLING and she adviséd that she hhnﬁn;kepﬁség5§?
this individual: before.
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On May 10, 1968, ELIZABETH ROTH, Credit Bureau
of Quincy, Inc., 528 North Fifth Street, advised ‘that her
file contains very little information concerning JOSEPH
ELMER AUSTIN other than a newspaper clipping which showed

-that JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN, age 59; had been arrested on:

August 4, 1957, in Robertson County, Tennessee, with

. JOIIN GEWIN SCROGGINS, age 38, and a DORRIS CALVIN MEACHAM

of Elkton, Kentucky. The three had been arrested for the
alleged kidnapping of a Guthrie, Xentucky, motel clerk
and had allegedly taken him across the state line into
Robertson County, Tennessce, where they robbed him of
$139.00 and set him.free. The trio was stopped for
speeding near Ashland City, Tennessee, and ‘the $139,.00
believed stolen from the Guthrie, Kentucky, motel clerk
was found scattered along the highway near the scene of
arrest.

~ AUSTIN was then committed to the Central State
Hospital in Nashville, Tennessece, after Governient
attorneys said they believed he might not be nentally
capable of advising with council.

- The artlcle showed that AUSTIN came to Quincy,
Illinois, in April, 1950, and previous to that he had
been sent back to prison threée times for violation, of
parole and had spent three months in a tuberculosis
sanxtarxum in Jachsonvzllez Illxnoxs.'

’ , *
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_ On April 25, 1968, investigation at Springfield,
Illinois, revealed MILTON DEAN BATCHELDER, also known g
as Bucky, FBI #548 312 B, white male, dob April 25, 1932,
at Quincy, Illinois, was the individual to whom a Hannibal,
Missouri, policeman sold a car from RAY and forwarded the
proceeds to. Checks at Menard State Prison, Menard,
Illinois revealed BATCHELDER was transferred to Joliet ~
Brancy, Illinois State Penitentiary on September 7, 1966,

é ..
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- . - . .. On_5-1-68, ‘SAts FRANK E, CORN SR., and Ros RT C.
« HAINES, 1nterv1ewed HILLI ARD ALLIEN SANDZRS, at 137 East
-Acton Strect ¥ood River, Illinois,

SANDERS stated that he was 1ncarcerated in the
. Missouri State Penxtenuzary, Jefferson City, Missouri
on 1-20-52, upon conviction of an armed robbery charae
. at St. Joseph, Missouri, He said he was releascd on
Y parole on 9-1-64. -

_ SANDERS advised that he never became acquainted

i g - with or had knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY during the time he

was incarcerated in the Missouri State Penitentlary e

-:{ said that while he was in the penitentiary, he worked at

4 several trades ‘and that the last two jobs he had in the

13 penitentiary had to do with the sewing machineé mechanical
. section and that the last job he had was a halltender from

1963 to 1964.

SANDERS said that upon parole he went to Gadsden,
i . Alabanx, where he lived and worked for approximately 18 months;
Lo that he then.went to Canden, South Carolina, where. he was

' . employed by the. firn oz E. I. DUPONT for 9 months. SANDERS
oy said that he then cane to JNood River, "X1linois, whexé-he ‘
. has been working on constnuctzon at the Shell Oil Conpany
R Plant in Wood River., He sgid that he arrived in Wood River
b in 7—67 and has resxded ln‘vood Rlver since that time,

f ' - . SANDERS concluded by statlncr that when national

! Lo puollczty was released concerning the identification of °
JAMUS EARL RAY, he viewed photograplis appzaring on tele=

k ] . "vision and in the news media and determined that he had

| never knowvmn RAY while both were at the Missouxi State

|- Penitentiary. _
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On 4/20/68 WILBUR COMNNORS, aka MANNY. COY INORS,
ae 825 South Flfth Street, Quincy, Illinois, was interviewed
by ASAC DONALD' T. SULLIVAN and SA ELYON H. DAVIS and

furnished the following information:

On that date was the first he had learned of his
wife, KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, had been arrested with
WALTER RIFE and JAMES EARL RAY in Hannibal, Missouri, in
1955. He advised that he had never heard his wife mention
JAMES EARL RAY and is quite certain that she did not Xknow
RAY or have much of any contact with him. He pointed out in
X 1955 his wife was only Seventeen years of age and that she
did not have a criminal record and for this reason he did .
not believe she had been involved with RAY and QIFF in any
crime. :

.

WILBUR CONNORS advised that his sister-in-law,
LAURA CONNORS, owns the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second
Street, Quincy, Illinois. CONIIORS advised that he -is in
this hotel on almost a daily basis and can state that
WALTER RIFE was certainly working each day at the restaurant
and the ergxnxa Hotel from the period, 3/27/68 through
4/4/68. 7r et
\w
CONNORS advxse& that he personally does not: know
JAMES EARL RAY and does not have "any information concerning
o * RAY's actxv;txes or whereabouts.
4 On 4/20/68 LAURA CONNORS, owner, Virginia Hotel,
- B 534« North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois, was interviewed,
by SA ELYOM. H. DAVIS and ASAC DOVALD T. SULLIVAN and
N furnishead the followxng 1nformatxoq ‘
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Around 2/6/68 she had leased. the restaurant in
the Virginia Hotel to WALTER TERRY RIFE. She advised
since that date the restauxant has been operated by RIFE
and that RIFE has been working in''the. reotaurant every day.
She advised that RIFE's wife, JAN RIFE, gave birth to a
baby in late 2/68 and for this reason WALTER RIFE had woxked
from approximately 7:00 each moxning until 11:00 at night
operating the restaurant. She stated that certainly WALTER
RIFE was working during the perxod 3/27/68 until 4/4/68.

She advised that she cdoes not .know JAMES EARL RAY,
FBX No. 3064431, and after viewing five different photograons
of RAY advised that this is not an individual who she has
ever known. She stated that MELBA MARIE RYAN does live at

.the Virginia Hotel and that- she had leaxned on the previous

night that MELBA MARIE RYAN was a sister to JAMES EARL RAY.
She stated, howevex, in her conversations with MELBA MARIE
RYAN, i1ELBA MARIE RYAN had denied any knowledge of the
whereabouts of RAY and she does not believe that RAY has
contacted the szster sznce ‘his escape from the Missouri State
Penitentiary.

On 4/20/68 ARTHUR CONNORS advised that he is the
husband of LAURA CONNORS, owner of the Virginia Hotel,
534 North Second Street, Quincy, XIllinois. ARTHUR COINORS
advised that he can verify that WALTER RIFE was working
at the restaurant in the Virginia Hotel during the period
of 3/27/68 through 4/4/68.

ARTHUR CONNORS also viewed photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY, FBY #306443A. CONUORS advised that this
individual was cowpletely unknown to him and he has never

- seen him at the V;rgln;a Hotel.
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On 4/20/68 KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRA, presently

- married to WILBUR COMNORS and residing 825 South Fifth

Street, Quincy, Illinois, was interviewed.by 'ASAC
DOVALD T. SULLIVAN and SA DAVIS.

. *  She advised that she had never met JANES EARL
RAY, FBI :306443A, until one night durxng 1955 whén WALTER
RIFB,an acquaintance of her, approachea iler in a tavern
in Quincy, Illinois, and asked her if she wanted to go with
. RIFE to Hannibal, Hissouxi. While in the autowoblle, she
was introduced to JAMES EARL RAY and after arrival in
Hannibal, ilissouri, WALTER RIFE and JAMES EARL RAY wer
arrxested concerning some postal money oxders that had been
stolen. She advisced that she had never seen RAY before
that date and has never seen him since. She stated that she
had no information concerning the whereaboufs of RAY or
any information concerning. the nackground of RAY.
. ., 7 She - adv;sea that her husband did -not know RAY and
‘had never heard of her being arrested with RAY and RIFE in
Hannibal, ’ussourx .

» »

T s She adv;sed that she is acqualnted wzth MELBA MARIE
RYAN since MELBA dARIE*RXAV resides at the Virginia. Hotel |

* but that she did not know that th;s was a sister of- JAH;S
EARL RAY. ) *

n
-

She adv;sed t&at she would furnlsn any infoxrmation
of value that she might learn to the FBI concerning RAY or
the RAY and RYAW" family; however, she nad none to furnzsh

at the present time. e e o s " .
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The ;ol;owznﬂ 1nvest1gatlon was conducted by SA
ELYON H, DAVIS .

On April 24, 1968, ART CONNORS, whose wife LAURA
CONNCRS, owns ‘the Vzrﬂxnla Hotel in Quincy, I1llinois, advised
that he had received no information concern:ng JAHES ¥ARL RAY.

. He adviscd that he intends to cooperate in every way with .the

FBI in this matter and will immediately advise the FBI of

anything concerning RAY's whereabouts,'

He advised that RAY's sister, MELBA MARIE RYAN, has
stated numerous times she has no information as to RAY's where-
abouts. He advised that XATHERINE BUSKIRK, now married to
CONNORS' brother, WILBUR CONNORS, known as MANNY CONNORS,

. has told hin. that she knew nothlng concerning RAY other

than she was arrested with RAY and WALTER RIFE at Hannibal,
Missouri, in 1955, Inasruch 2s she was not involved and
knew nothlng concerning the passing of the stolen money
orders, she was released on the same day of the arrest

and no charges pressed against her,

CONNORS advised he is certain in his own mind
that neither MELBA MARIE RYAN or WALTER TERRY RIFE has
any information concerning the whereabouts of RAY. -
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The following investigation was conducted at
the Menard Branch, Illinois State Penitentiary, on
April 26, 1968:

On April 26, 1968, MAX FRYE, Warden, Menard
Branch, Illinois State Penitentiary, advised that one
of the inmates by the name of JOSEPH ADAMS, who works
in the Office rs Mess at the Penitentiary, indlcated
to him recently that he was acquainted with JAMES EARL -
RAY having beén with him at the Missouri State.Penitentiary
An Jefferson City, Missouri,

Warden FRYE stated that he did not question
hin concerning his contacts or knowledge of RAY but )
thoughit it might be of value to interview him,

On April 26, 1968, JOSEPH ADAMS, also known as
Shorty, who has Menard #11745 was interviewed at the
penitentiary and advised after viewing a photograph-of RAY
that he was acquainted with RAY when RAY was at the Missuri
State Penitentiary.

ADAMS advised that he left the penitentiary
for Menard last October, 1967, and that when he got there,
RAY was already there,

ADAMS advised that his only knowledge of RAY
was that RAY brought food over to the hospital where
ADAMS was working and he assumed that RAY apparently worked
in the prison kltchen oo e “
ADAMS advised- that he never talked dlrectly to RAY
.at any time nor did he ever'observe him with any other inmates,
He described RAY as a very quiet individual and this is
‘all the information he had concerning him,

.
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On May 9, 1968, BERNICE DUCKAN and ELIZABETH ZIMMERMAN,
owners of the Jewel Lounge, 106 (rear) - 5th Street, Peoria,
Illinois, advised that they have owned that tavern for
approximately one year. Both are from the State ofCalifornia -
and they advised that the Jewel Lounge was formerly known as the
m & n Tavern and that the -tavern is still commonly .referied to
as the "0ld M & N''. They advised that the former tavern
owner (1959) called "Rusty'was unknown to them and they could
fprn1sh no information concerning her identity or whereabouts,

On May 10, 1968, LARRY ENNIGER, 1800 North

- Knoxville, ‘Peoria, 1111n01s former tavern operator, adused

that "Rusty" was widely known in the Peoria, Illinois area
inasnuch as during the 1950s shelxi:tended bar at two or three
different establishmrents,

, On May 13, 1968, BETTY MEYERS, owner of the

Beer Barrel Tavern, suggested "Rusty'"” whose name she did not
know nay be employed at the Piere Marqueite Hotel in
Peoria, Illinois,

Oon the same date, PHIL BUSSMAN, Sales Representative,
Plere Marquette Hotel, identified "Rusy' as Mrs. RAY M,
TYLER, also known as MELVINA TYLER, 408 Bryan Street,
Peorla, Illinois and 213 Franklin Street, Bartonville, Illinois,
He advised .she has been employed as waltress 1n the 1ounge
" of the hotel for the past 6 years.,

l
‘; Y
v

Sv

A
it

o

2025 RELEASE UNDER'E.O. 14176




/

FO-302 (Rov, £-15-62) . e “3
"’g 1" 3,

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

o ' ' Dote___May 16, 1968

]

< _ MELVINA TYLER, also known as-"Rusty", and "Mrs. Ray
M. Tyler, 213 Franklin Street, Bartonville, Illinois, was
interviewed at her residence regarding her knowledge or any
prior association with JAMES EARL RAY, FPBI # 405 942 G. She
viewed photographs of RAY and advised that thls individual is
unknown to her and that she could furnish absolutely no in-
formatlon regarding thxs nan. . ) A -

She advised that she was the owner on record, and
- operated the M & N Tavern, 106 (rear) -5th Street, Peoria,
Illinois, during 1958 and 1952.. She sdid she purchased the
tavern from MILLIE and MAC BURDIN who now operate the. "Galley"
a basement night club at the Hotel Jefferson, Pcoria, Illinois.
She said prior to 1958, she had operated bars at the Beer
Barrel, 1034 Northeast Adams Street, Peoria, Illinois, and
also the Pour House, 800 North Main Street, Peoria, Xllinois.
She advised she was born in Norfolk, Virginia, and cane to
~Peoria, Illinois, at the age of 16. She advised that she
married SAM ALLEN in early 1950 and she and ALLEN had had
business interests in the above taverns between 1953 and
1959. )
She stated she divorced ALLEN in 1958 and married v m
RAY M. TYLER,' a brick layer by trade, in 1960. She advised
she is the mother-of two children, ages 7 and 8. -She stated
she has been steadily employed as a waitress at the Piere
Marquette Hotel, Peoria, Illinois, for the past Ssix years.
. She was advised “that it had been' reported that she
.may have associated soczally with RAY and that she had.been ..
termed "a girl friend 'of’ RAY" about 1959. She stated that
due to her association thh\the -general public for the past
several years as a waltress, she had become widely known in
the Peoria, Illinois area due to her natural red hair, how-
ever, she advised that in many instances she would not know
or recall customers who may have remembered her by name. She

advised she is positive ‘thatishe has never known RAY socially ..

and has- never corresponded with him. She advised that she :

. " would immediately notify the FBI should any 1nformat10n con=

bl
.
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On__5/13/68 _ot_Bartonville, ¥1linois File#__ST.4456)

. SA ELIAS WILLIAMS JR & - :
by SA QUENTIN_P._STINSON skt Date dictoted—5/15/68
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cerning this individual come to her attention.

¢

' The following physical descriptlon was obtained -
fron observatlon and interview ana comments maae by Mrs.

TYLER:

Nanme: .
Aliases: i

Adaress:

Sex: ,

Race: . -

Age: ’

Height:

Weight: -

Hair:

Complexion: :

Marital Status:
Husband:
Occupation:

Previous addresses:

. Telephone numbeyx:.
. o
Occupation: .

" MELVINA TYLER

YRUSTY" .

Mrs. RAY M. TYLnR
213 Franklin Street
Bartonville, Illinois
Fenmale

White

40

5 5ll

130 1bs.

Red (shoulder lenwth)
Fair, freckled
Married (1950)

RAY M. TYLER

Brick layer

408 Bryan Street
Peoria, Illinois
Unlisted ..

697-0122 '
Waitress. == )+ = .-
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA ROY LEE WILKERSON, JR. at Springfield, 'Illinois:

-

P ﬂ"/
On May 15, 1968, WILLIAM K@FFMAN, Division of

* Supervision of Paroles, 103 National Guard Armory Building,

Springficld, Illinois, advised that his officé has a file

" concerning JAMES LAOMA OWENS and OWENS has been incarcerated

at the State Prison in_Menard, Illinois, and ‘the Missouri
State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri. FKARMAN
advised that JAMI S OWENS has a prison registory number
for ‘the State Prison of Menard, Illinois, being 20208.
OWENS’ registory nunmber for stsourz State Penitentiary .
at Jefferson- City, Missouri, ‘is 69846. KAUFMAN advised
that the only descrzptzon that he has in his file 1s as
follows:

NAME: JAMES LAOMA OWENS

RACE: White ..
SEX: \ Male
FBI NUMBER: 1-397~707 ’
AGE: . 27 on March 12, 1947
HEIGHT: 5'23"
WEIGHT: , 129
HAXR: Charcoal medzum ' .

~ EYES: % s Dark Black . e
COMPLEXION: . Fair .

s OCCUPATION:-. 1%,  Clerk
CHARACTERISTICS: .4 Top of head bald.
i

OWENS was incarceréted at the Illinois State
Penitentiary, Menard,Branch, Menard,'lllinois, having
number 20208, received from St. Clair County, Illinois,
« March-12, 1947, on ‘the cr1ne of robbery. . _—
, BAUFFMAN adv1sed that the most current address
"that his files reveal is an addréss of 3804 Folsom Avenue,
St. Louis, Missouri, and this addréss was current as of
rAugust 15, 1965, as a communication sent to OWENS on this
date was not returned. .JAWFMAN stated that.on August 15,- .-

was discharged on Juﬁb 27, 1965, at the expira EGTHED L D SNOXED
sentence from the Szate Pr1son Menard Branch, SEfENER Aéthf/’
P

Rights of Citizenship. KAFFMAN Stated that JAF?Q‘nuvvs

L aad)

-

" 1965, OWENS was issued a Certificate of Restoration of the ~

e
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Xllinois. KAFFMAN advised that he has not had any further
comnunication or correspondence with OWENS since August 15,
1965. g

KAIFFMAN stated that any additional information
needed’ concerning OWENS could be obtained from the Missouri
State Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, or the
State Penitentiary of Menard, -Illinois, and this information
at the penitentiaries would be more current then the
- information that he has, especially information concerning
, [ description and background information. l
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L, ANDREW WILSON "BLACKIE' DE CORE
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Menard Prison records reflect on May 17, 1968,
ANDREW WILSON DE CORE, also known as.De Cora and Blackie
De Core, Menard #23415 received Menard Prison, June 15, 1953,
on 2 transfer from Joliet, Illinois prison to serve a
sentence of 1 to 20 years for robbery.

DE CORE was paroled June 15, 1959 to.Rev, JAMES
WINENEGAR, St. Louis Rescue Mission, St, Louis, Missourij,
and was returned as a parole violator to'Menard, July 19,
1860, He was paroled January 15, 1965 to Baptist Rescue
Mission, Collinsville,Avenue, East St. Louis, Illinois.
lie was returned to Menard as parole violator, May 28,1965,
He was discharged upon expiration of sentence,

December 20, 1966, Upon discharge, he expressed intention
of going to his sister's residence, Mrs. YALANDA DI CASOLA
and her husband, VINCENT, 37555 Glenmore Drive, Freemont,
California, Other friends and relatives contained in
prison records are as follows:

Brother

ANTHONY DE CORE
713 South Claremont,
Chicago, Illinois or
1938 North 70th
Melrose Park, I%linois ;
~ ¢
Sister ° Ay
LY
Mrs., MARTHA BUTTITTO, -
husband -~ BENNIE %
9241 North Maple Court,
Morton Grove, Illinois;

Sister T
NANCY COSENTINO ‘

502 East Memorial ’“
Bensonville, Illinois;

-«
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Niece

Mrs. GEORGE ROGERS
2020 North Le Clare
Chicago, Illinois;

Cousin N

PAT.COLLESE
1641 North Latrobe,
Chicago, Illinois

Fiance .

Miss HELEN HARE
3020 West Madison,
Chicago, Illinois;

Brothers

HARRY DE CORE and NICK DE CORE
addresses unknown

Friend

Miss MARY SAWYER

City Hospital Number 1
1515 Lafayette Street
St. Lais, Missouri,

Yy,
ALY

*
.~$ -
N
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
'EDWARD A, CARPENTER: ‘ . >

At East St. Léuis,'lllinbis

On May 22, 1968, Reverend DAVID BLISS, Pastor of, the
Baptist Rescue Mission, located in East St. Louis, Illinois,
was contacted and advised that ENDREW "'WILSON DE CORE is unknown

; ‘ to him, and according to his records, he could not identify

’ ' him in the East St. Louis, Illinois area and could not identify

him as having given any service at the Rescue Mission.

Reverend BLISS advised that in the event that DE CORE
should contact the mission, that the would make this fact known
to the FBI.

r

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




SI 44-561 : | c

V. INVESTIGATION AT ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY
PONTIAC BRANCH
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A, RECORDS RE JAMES EARL RAY
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STOW E, SYMON, Supervising Sociologist, Xllinois
State Penitentiary, Pont:ac, Illinois on April 25 1968, advised
his file contains little information concerning RAY who was

‘a model prisoner while incarcerated Pontiac, July 7, 1952

until discharged March 12, 1954, He stated RAY was confined

on a charge of robbery under Criminal Court, Cook County, Illinois
case 52-1155 which sets forth in statement of facts subject at
time of arrest, in Chicago, Illinois was wounded in both -
arms by police bullets. No information was located at * ’
Pontiac describing wounds or location of scars, Subject

RAY at Pontiac assigned Honor Farm, August 12, 1952 until
discharge. This is dormitory type housing rather than

cell type. Subject was assigned to the kitchen as a cook and

also on officers quarters detail,

The following inmates were identified am are set
forth with their last known addresses furnished the prison
at their time of release:

LEE MILLER

Pontiac Number 19200

6538 North Talman Street and
3542 SouthPort

Chicago, Illinois;

EDVARD PAUL RIVERA, : Co -
Pontiac Nunmber 19294
515 West 63rd Street,
Chicago, Illinois, ; ’
GUS MARZAHN "\
Pontiac Number 19095
''1620 West Nelson Street,

Chicago, Illinois;

NS ) - .
CHARLES REED b - C
Pontiac Number 18492 - g
2286 Street >
Madison, Illinois

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FRED M, PETRAKIS
Pontiac Nunber 18516
Route 1 )

Peoria, Illinois

518 Sanferd Street,
Peoria, Illinois;

KENNETH D, FOSDYCK,
Pontiac Number 19218
Route 1

Bushnell, Illinois;

DWIGHT ROWE
Pontiac Number 19086

*432% South Vine,

Kewanee, Illinois,
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B, INTERVIEWS WITH POSSIBLE INMATES
OF JAMES EARL RAY
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{ " Cn /2 57 “P“D P:?Z-XI 290 Eorth Avalon -

: Place Peaoria, linois, a former 1 nate at Poniiac Pon-
, 1tentlsry was ovn 2 1990 photozraph of JAMES EARL RJY
i ' without effecting an identification. '

m teed (.3

/
1
3]
[l
>

\

PETRAYIS advised that for about onsz
~.months in late 1953, he served 23 a barber o
Eonor Farm in the pegiuentlzry, however,; he d
I RAY. Prior to this, he cut inmntes® hh_a at

a0 prison and served thirtjmpnfec months at -Pontdi
1 to early 1933 before baing p?r oled. P“”RAK 8
. he took inmate : NORMVAN DEAN's
DEAH may recall HAY.

~.
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: On é/l/oo; (CREAN DEAN, barber, 027 Court Stre cot,

.P-hin, Illincis, a fo.mer inuwate at Pontiac Penitentlary,

was shown @ 1955 photogrzph of JAMES EARL RAY without .
. effecting an ide ntlflcaxio“. CDEAY o ed that. he was .
- discharged from :Oﬂtl c Lur13" the winter of 1952 and never
. . cut hair on the Honor Fara.,: Hu'poSsessed no llLO”nathD '
o - regarding BAY und ¥aAS noi avars that RAY was confined at

T Pontzac durlng t oc] tlh» of his 1n0ﬂrc ration.
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related that he has not kept in contact.with an yone

he net while at thefarm znd knows nething of the whereahouts
of any of the iunrmates who were incarvcevated at the farm -

while he was thexre,

‘Age . ~ App “GXLK&tOTY 38
Height' 5' g"

Veight " 1490 : .
Haix» Blonde, erew cut

Eyes . Blug L

Conplexion Ruddish .
Linps due to a crippled right le

R

CMarital . _
- status Bingle, lives with his mother
: ac the above noted add '
Enployer sitation woxiie
’ riazng on sanitat 103 trucks
in the Uﬂdlma-“ ranite City, Illinais area

¥

. REED has. 5 broihe% 'living An the lMadis nwwran;to
'City area and 1 sister, It is noted from & v imlnﬁl cH ck’
&t -the Madison city PD that CHARLES'E, REED has had sone’
credit problens oz 011 a3 being arrested for speseding
and disorderly conduct since his releaze f£rom Pontiadc.:
(21so from Granite City PD records) '
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
ELYON H, DAVIS:

, On May 2, 1968, Deputy Sheriff, JOHN BLIVEN,

Mc Donough County, Macomb, Illinois, advised that KENNETH
D, FOSDYCK no longer resides in Bushnell, Illinois, but
resides in Macemb, Illinois. He stated that FOSDYCK has
a criminal record and is holdexr of FBI #442 181 A, He

-advised that FOSDYCK is presently employed by Burell

Florists in Macomb, Illinois, and resides at 321 College
Street, Macomb, Illinois. He advised that the record

of FOSDYCK shows he was first arrested on October 14,
1948, for tampering with a motor vehicle and has later
arrests for robbery,. petty larceny, auto larceny,
probation violation; however, Deputy BLIVEN advised

that the last known arrest for FOSDYCK was on December. - .

- 3, 1954 when he was :returned-to the Illinols State

Penitentiary at Joliet, Illinois, for parole v101ation. ‘

ne RS

He furnished the following phys;cal description of |

FOSDYCK: | ‘ e e
Race White
Sex Male i
Date of Birth Novenmber 12, 1928
Height o .5'10" ;
Welght ] 155 pounds
Hair v e Black
Eyes ’ AR Brown
Build * * % Slender
Education *x  8th Grade

On May 2, 1968, ELMER BURELL, Owner, Burell's Florists,
Macomb, Illinois, advised that KENNETH D, FOSDYCK is employed by
him and has been for a number of years., He stated that FOSDYCK
resides at the Florist at 321 College Street, Macomb,- IlIin01s,'
and that during the past several years FOSDYCK has been working~
regularly., He advised that FOSDYCK was working during the
period of March 27, 1968, through April 4, 1968.
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A number of photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were
exhibited to ELMER BURELL. He advised that he has never
seen anyone with FOSDYCK remotely resembling RAY. He
also advised that he had never heard FOSDYCK mention RAY
and felt certain that this individual had not been in
Macomb in the recent past.,

On May' 2, 1968, KENNETH D, FOSDYCK was interviewed
at 321 College Street, Macomb, Illinois, A number of photo-
graphs of JAMES EARL RAY were exhibited to FOSDYCK, FOSDYCK
furnished the following information:

The photographs of JAMES EARL RAY are vaguely
familiar to him as someone he has seen in the past,

FOSDYCK advised that he (FOSDYCK) was assigned to
the .Illinois State Penitentiary Honor Farm at Pontiac,
Illinois, from September 15, 1952 until February 5, 1954,
He advised that there was not a large number .of individuals
residing at this Honor Farm and it is quiet possible that
he knew JAMES EARL RAY vaguely-during this period of time.

" FOSDYCK advised that he certainly has not seen RAY since-

February, 1954, and has had no information concerning RAY's
whereabouts,

= — /50— -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



o cohduadaieinibtauite® LalaVaAkisbe .

mw .

i

A Y ‘i"

13

S 44-561

R

On 5/7/68 Chief of Police DEAN'WATSON, Kewanee,
advxsed ‘that he knew of a DWIGHT ROWE having formerly
lived in Kewanee, but advised that he had not seen him~’
in years. He further advised that both of ROWE's parents

. were decéased, but that he believed ROSE V.. JACABSON, 111

Hollis Street, Kewanee, was*relatcd'in some way to ROVWE,

On 5/7/68 Mrs. ROSE V, JACABSON, 111. Hollis,
Kewanee, ‘advised that DWIGHT ROWE was her first husband's
brother. She further advised that ROWE quite often visits
her children, but has not done so since the assassination
of MARTIN LUTHER KING., She has never heard him mention
JAMES EARL RAY. Mrs. JACABSON advised that ROWE presently
resides at 905 Third Street, Green Rock, Illinois.

On 5/7/68 attempts were made to contact ROWE, 905
Third Street, Green Rock, Illinois, but were unsuccessful.

On 5/8/68 DWIGHT PIERSON ROWE, 905 Third Street,
Green Rock, Illinois,. advzsed that he had served tine at
“Pontiac, Illlnoxs but stated he did not remember JAMES '
EARL RAY. He stated that to.the.best of his knowledge
the first he had ever heard qf RAY was when his picture
appeared in the newspapers in regard to KING. ROWE advised
that he met so many other men while in Pontiac using so

many different names that he could have met RAY and not
rea11zed 1t.
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) b VI, PRIOR THREATS AGAINST MARTIN LUTHER K'ING, JR.
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DAVID V., LANSDEN, Attorney, Cairo, Xllinois,
advised on April 27, 1968, that he has had BENNY K, PINKSTON,
FBI #314 7431 as a client on 2 or 3, occasions, LANSDEN. ,
states that PINKSTON is a heartless individual who professes to
be & separationist and usually acquires small amounts of money
fron businessnen in the white community by soliciting

- donations in $1 and $2 amounts to promote his separation of the
.races progran.

LANSDEN stated that PINKSTON usually carries a
quantity of JOHN BIRCH literature and distributes sanme
and generally operates in the ‘Sikeston, Missouri, or
Forrest City, Arkansas area, -

LANSDEN was unable to recall any conversation wherein
PINKSTON threatened the life of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,
nor docs he recall PINKSTON ever consulting him as to what
night happen if he killed KING, LANSDEN states to the
best of his knowledge, PINKSTON is probably in Forrest City,
Arkasas where he has a mother and other relatives. LANSDEN
stated to the best of his recollection, he last saw PINKSTON
3 or 4 years ago.
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VII.

"INTEROFFICE' LOOKALIKES AND POSSIBLE

SUSPECTS
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A. VINCENT DE PALMA
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f On April 6, 1968, RONALD LORENZEN, Managing

Editor, Times Denocrat, Davennort, Iowa, -advised he received a
telephone call from EDWARD BUMGARDNER of 917 -~ 6th Avenue,

_Erie, Illinois on April , 5, 1968, BUNGARDNER .advised him that
the photograph d;splayed on televis:.on of the assassination suspect,
appears to be that of one VINCENT DE PALMA; BUMGARDNER also
advised that he is a former Minuteman and the assassination

* may have been connitted by a2 member of the Minutemen,
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B. CARL RICE
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JUDITH 10TT, 1103 West North Crest, Peoria,
Y¥1linois, telephonically advised on April 5, 1968, '
she viewed a composite drawing of suspect 1n slaying
of captioned individual on Channel 235 WEEK television,
Peoria, Illinois, which individual resembles CARL RICE,
Minneapolis, Minnesota, LOTT was described as:

s

Race . White

Sex Male

Height ' 5*' 11" -

Age 32 .

Hair . Blonde

- Byes Blue

Weight 155 pounds -

LOTIT continued by saying RICE was previously
involved in narcotics and racial matters, He attended”
Blake School, Minneapolis, resided with father, Doctor
CARL RICE, suburb of'"Edina,“Minneapolis, approximately 10
years ago, HARLEN BARRD, WEEK TV, Peoria, Illinois, advised
the composite drawing of suspected slayer of captioned
individual was shown on television April 5, 1968, which
drawing was from UPI Wire Photo Service,
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C. WILLIAM RAY KING
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On Apr11 7, 1908 Detective Sergeants JOHN COLEMAN
and ROY VEST, Rock-Island Polzce Departnent, advised an

anonynmnous telephone call was received at the Police Department that

2 white male wearing gold colored clothing was at the Ft,
Armstrong Hotel in Rock Islarnd Illinois, either had a gun

or guns or nade statements that he had killed somcone

or that he had been in Menmphis, Tennessee, when MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. was killed., The. voice was very muffled and
the exact comments could not be dzstzngulshed

Both proceeded to the Hotel where they immediately

ylocated BILLY RAY KING whom they checked for a gun, In

subsequent conversation, they determined that KING came
from lLouisiana and spoke very bitterly of MARTIN LUTHER
KING,! He stated he got what he deserved and when asked
if he had killed him, this person responded that even if
he had he wouldn't tell them, They décided to take him

to the Police Department for further investigation,

ek b

'
~ X7
R

- 160 -

vt

»

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176






