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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

-

B bote__ADTil 11, 1968

R BILLY RAY KING was interviewed at the Roek- Island,
Illinois, Police Department, by ROBERT A, WICKWINE and CIARLS
E, SHITH who identified themselves as Spescial Agents of the
I'Sl, KIHG was warncd of his rights and he waived them as
shown oan an executed warning and wailver form, -

_ BILLY RAY KING advised he has resided for +ten years
. at 102 Arlington Sureeu, Lake Providence,. Louisiana, He Rhas
been omploveq as 'a deck hand on dlii@;CﬂL boats in the lMississippi
Rlvcr'Sano he was 18 years of age He stated for the last
- three months he has been employed as a deck hand on a towboat
for the X.G.,W. Towing Companj out of Greenville, HMississippi.

He added that he had been injured on his boat
,approximately’twenty ca3s ago and had been tre ated at the
" Greenville, Iississippil, General Hospital, but had been
rccuporauind at his hone in Lake Providence, Louisiana,
He had recovered and arranged to catch his ooat, which is
the George Veathers, at ﬂulncy, Illinois. His Personnel
Director, JBRRY WILSON, with the K.G.W, Towing Company in’
Greenville, Mississippi, had given him an airplane ticket
from Greenville, Mississipui to St. Louis, Missouri, to
Quincy, Illinois, for April 5 1968; however, he determined
that all planes were full anq wa.s 1nstrucuec to take a bus
‘o Menphis, Tenﬁds see;. to. cateh a . plane ‘to St, -Louls, He’
- left his nhome by Trailway Bus around noon on April 4, 1968
and proceeded to MHemphis, Tennessee, which is about 175
.miles, He arrived in lemphis sometime ip the afternoon .
probably around 4:00 p.ni; While at the Trailway Bus Depot,
_the riots broke out due- ‘to_the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER
KING. He advised that the bus depot was closed, There
was no busses allowed to leave ‘or enter and the people in
the bus depot were forced to: remain in the depot all night
long. He advised that the depot was only two or three
" blocks from the Lorrgine Motel in Memphls, Tennessee, where,
KING was shot, . He advised that he knows where this mobe1
is located as. he had stayed’ there on prev1ous occasions,
He added that it was general knowledge in all the papers
that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING was in Mempnls and staylnﬂ at
_the Lnrr11ne Motel‘ : -

L T T A

o 4-7-68 at__Rock Island _Illinois Filoy_ ST 44-561 ~— .
SA CHARLES. E, SMITHCZ® .. - - . . .. o }'_;.,-\ -
y__ 54 ROBERT A4, WICL(WIRL. oo [ras L icrated 4=9-68 -

This document contains neither recommendanons nor’ Loticlusions of the FBI. It is the property “of the FBI und is |°°ned to your agem:y
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. -
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KING stated that he did not shoot MARTIN LUTIHR

_KING.but hastily added even if he had done so, he would not
‘tell, He also stated that MARTIN LUTIER KING got just what

he deserved and that the people in the North are getting
just what they deserved on this racial problem as they
caused the whole thing., When asked if he was a member of
the KKX, KING stated that he was not.a member but also
added even if he was, he would not tell, ‘

KING then stated dufing'the early hours before

daybreak, the busses started to move and he was able to

take a taxi to the airport, He recalled that the fare
was somewhere around $4,65, When he arrived at the air-
port, he determined that there was only one plane that he
could catch to Quincy, Illinois; however, this plane was
full and he was placed on stand by. When the plane left

. and he could not get on, he then made a long distance

telephone call to his boss JERRY WIILSON who then told him
to catch a bus to St, Louis and a bus to Quincy where he
could catch the boat, He advised that he took a .cab back
to the bus depot where he boarded a Trailway Bus for St,
Louis, Missouri. He advised this was early in the morning
and arrived in St. Louis sometime around noon., He then

. caught a bus from St. Louis to Oulncy, howevpr‘ this’ bus

made many dlfferent stops and he arrived too lqte in Qulncy
to catch the boat. He then took another bus to Rock Island,
Illinois, where he now uwaiting for the Doat wnlch is due to
arrive at 12:00 mldnlﬂht . . - :

_ KING stated that he owns a 1967 briglit .blue Mustand~“'
Wthh is at his home at paké Providénce, Louisiana, He

explained that the papers for this car ale in the name of
his friend TRAVIS SHEFFIELD, ‘who lives approximately three

‘blocks away on Foster Street. He stated he bought this. car. -

from SHEFFIZLD and is making the payments but he has not
had the papers changed over.to his name, The car is at his
kome, -KING also admitted that he -owned a ,38 pistol and a
shotgun which are ootn at hls‘home. : :

.‘)"

The follow1nﬂ description was obtalned from o

.observatlon and- 1nterv1ew-
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Name-
Sex
Race
Date of Birth
. Place of Birth
Height s
Weight
Hair
- BEyes
Complexion
Address

Occupation
Education )
Marital Status
Employment

Mother
Arrests

- -

Tt .
R S

-

"White

BILLY RAY KING
Male

!!o !osepL, Louisiana
thn"

185 pounds

Dark Brown, Curly
Blue

Medium to ruddy

‘102 Arlington

Lake Providence, Louisiana

Deck Hand, Towboat

Seventih Grade

Single e

K,G.,W, Towing Company
Greenville, Mississippi A |
GERTRUDE TRITH

Admits juvenile arrest

before the age of 18 for
assaulting a Negro police

‘officer in Lake Providence,
. Louisiana, explaining he beat
"this officer with a pipe, served

nine months in a reform school
at Monroe,,Louisiana;

- Admits arrest at the age of 18

for carrying a pistol at Lake
Providence, Louisiana, fined
$200.00 and .$37,00 costs and -

~two years probation,

e . I
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TOM MOSS, Chief of Police, Yankakee, Illinois, advised
on April 5, 1968, he received an anonynous telephone call
stating that a young white nman staying at the West Lane Motel,
Marion, Arkansas, had told a female employee of this motel that
he was a Chicago police officer and that he was on his way
to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, No further information
was obtained from the anonymous telephone call,

w

[ ——
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The Springfield, Illinois Police. Department, on
April 8, 1968, advised ALLEN RICHARD THAYER was in custody
and that he fits the general description of the individual
who shot MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. THAYER interviewed
this date by Bureau Agents and he advised he could

‘not account for his whereabouts on the pertinent dates

as pertained to this case, He did advise, however,
that he had been traveling across the United States for
several weeks and that to the best of his knowledge he was in.
Denver, ‘Colorado on the day that he heard that KING had been
assassinated. THAYER advised at no time was in in Alabama
or Tennessee this year, THAYER'and companion were traveling
in a 1959 gold Chevrolet,

THAYER is described as:

Height 5' 11"
Weight * 155 pounds
Hair Dark brown
combed straight back
Eyes . . Blue
.Complexion Dark
Tattoo ’ +  Skull and crossbongs
left forearn
Previous arrests Armed robbery

Ontario Canda
breaking and entering
Hartford, Connecticut
DOB - K P
» ,, Bristol, Connecticul

THAYER advised he ‘knows nothing concerning the murder

of KING nor has he any anxmosities toward KING. The Springfield

Police Department filed charges.against THAYER for defraudlng
an innkeeper,

- *
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On April 9, 1968, discreet investigation was’
conducted re WILLIAM LOAMEYER, Route 1, Strawn, Illinois,
Information was developed LOHMEYER has been in the Strawn
Illinois area, during the pertinent period re captioned

natter, '
¥
_ LOHMEYER is described as:
Race ' White
Sex Male
Age . 43
"Height 5t -9on
Weight 165
Conplexion Ruddy
4 Hair Brown
! Burr cut
\ Build Medium - stocky
. round facial features
i ’ Occupation Farmer
‘ Well respected in community
! 3
|
b NS Jr )
;- Ty s"

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FIw 290

.ST 44-561

]
.
ps Iy
. »
& v' lg’h.\i.: ) Rt e
x 3 L
v‘ l - <
4,
\ .
» 3
-
*
s .
N 1 .
NERRR
.,
]
- 170 -
!
=
- v
-
LA «
T Sy e
i

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




LI T —

[Ep—

SI 44-561
) . JEROME J,. TRARES, is described as: ‘
Race White
Sex Male
‘DOB
Height , g
Weight 230 pounds
Hair ) Brown, graying .
' bald, front and top
4 Sheryl Drive,
East St, Louis (Caseyville)
Illinois
Employer U.S. Gypsun

salesman of building materials
to wholesalers

Was in Menmphis, April 2-4, 1968
to contact BILL WOOD at

lumber yard owned by

JOHNSONS, owners,

Holiday Inn Mofel Chain
Driving 1968 Green Ford

4 door registered to

U.S, Gypsunm

TRARES departed Memphis at 4:00 P M, April 4, 1968,
arriving at residence 10:30 P,M, the same date after
stop at Cairo, Illinois, . Co

~ Je

Due to varience *in physical and car description and

zdeparture time, he does not appear identical to the

unknown subJect \
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ROBERT L. PLUNX, white male, age 34, born

5' 10" tall, 160 pounds, dark brown hair,
receding, brown cyes, was a passenger on train number 6 IC Railroad
to St. Louis, Missouri, at 5:00 A.M, this date, April 11, 1968,
PLUNK briefly interviewed at Carbondale, Xllinois, in view of
information furnislhied.’ by train personnel indicating PLUNK resembled
artist's sketch of assassin of Dr, KING, PLUNK boarded

IC passenger train #10 out of Jacksonville, Florida, at Corinth

. Mississippi with a round trip ticket to St., Louis., He was with

his mother, EULIA PLUNK and resides at RR 2, Michie, Tennessece.
PLUNK produced a letter from Veteran's Administration Hospital
(vah) St. Louis, Missouri, addressed to ROBERT L, PLUNK,

RR 2, Michie, Tennessee, requesting him to report for

physical re disability claim. PLUNK has TB was a Korean

war veteran and had prior chest operation for TB at Murphyreesboro,
Tennessee, VAH. The letter directed PLUNK to report VAH

A 139, out patient service, 915 North Grand, St. Louis,
Missouri, April 11, 1968, PLUNK claims he does

not work due to physical condition, PLUNK obviously in

poor physical condition and had difficulty in moving and
breathing.
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‘On April 13, 1968, LEONARD I RJORhY, Manager,

Lipsett Steccel Products Conpuny, 2520 East 23rd Street,
Granite City, Xllinois, advised ‘that D, L, PETERSON is
actually a D, L. Peterson Leasing Company, Baltinore,

; ' Maryland, and the automobiles for Lipsett Steel Products
Conpany are leased through the D, L., Peterson Lcasing
Conpany.

He advised that the Lipsett Steel Products
Company and the Luria Brothers and Company are -the sane
caapany,operating out of 2520 East 23rd Street, Granzte
Clty, Illinois. , :

He said A. J. CONSTANTINO was an cmployee of the

Lipsett Stell Products Company and that CONSTANTINO was
residing at the Executive Apartments at 10038 Executive

Drive North, St. Louis, Missouri, and wouXi not beg returning

| - back to -the company unt11 April 15, 1968.- He further
; advised that CONSTANTINO was the only enployee of the

conpany who took ‘travelling assignments.

He advised: that

he ‘did not have any inforrmation concernzng the 1968

Illin01s license 411809 at the presént time.

oo e
.
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KENNETH NEVBLE, 1817 North Nortl. Street, Peoria,
Illinois, viewed on April 18, 1968, a composite photograph
of ERIC STARVO GALT. He advised this individual is definitely
not the crewman which he had reference to aboard the SS Hudson
in December, 1961, to February, 1962, He advised there is distinct
differences in the hair and facial features, NEWBLE is of the
opinion he knew the crewman as RICHARD GALT and cannot offer
explanations or suggestions as to which crevman he may have made
reference .to, He advised he recalls RICHARD SANTAMOUR, also a
crewnan, who is definitely not identical with the individual
he had reference to, Based on NEWBEL's statements, 'after viewing
a conposite photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT and in the absence of
any recorded crewman naned GALT. no further investigation to
locate this individual will be conducted.
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On May 17, 1968, Mr., WCODROV TiHOMPSON, Parts
Manager, enployed 23 years with Rust Internatlonal Inc.,
International Harvester (I-H), Inc,, Industrial Tractor,
and Equipnmnent Company, 1803 West Washington Street,
Bloonington, Yllinois, advised that there has never been
a WILLIAM A, MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Jllinois,
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in
the Bloomington, Illinois area., THOMPSON further advised that
the closest representative for the International Harvester
Conpany is L, C, BARNETT, District Manager, International
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois.
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, X1llinois; Police Department,
Bloonington, Xllinois; Mc Lean County Sheriff's Office,
Bloonington, negative. A search of city directory and telephone
directory failed reveal any listing for WILLYAM A, MARSHALL
or similarity. =
Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L, C, BARNETT,
District Manager, X-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island
‘Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the
Northern 60 counties for the State of Xllinois which includes
Bloonington, and his records reflect no one by the name
WILLYAM A, MARSHALL as being an employee of his oxr as being
a franhise dealer in his district. BARNETIT further advised
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district
to the State of California. BARNETT stated that any further
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H
Hone Offices, 401 North .Michigan Avenue, Chicago, I1llinois.- Y

., » ’ ‘-\

v
-

“
“

.

A =

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




[ O—

SY 44-561

13
.
. 3
«
~ Fe
» "
. KW
v ¥
4 T
.‘;‘- .-
'\ s
. 13
.
L3N
. f vy ' *
:4\ ‘%" -
R
-
. -
-
--195 -
. -
on® .
"‘* {rmes
1
oo
L Y Py

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




fe . !

A ROBERT HOOD STRADER

P . .
-~ T
. $ N
. ., . . , "._ S . s
~ » [}
.
. L4 -
€« -
‘\ ,
Py »
:
‘ -
1 13
)
L .
- ; ‘ {r -
- t LI ¥
¥ P ool s
. '
¥ ’

™ .
- P
N
-
-
= on® R
e oy
5 S
:
.
.
i Y
-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



i

Serniam s NaSE L
oA

DG R

0D
.. Subzeguently, last Sunday night their car was broken into and

s

Ca this e lirs, RORERT STRADER of Lezington
Illinois, telepho: 09 355-3143, teleghonically contoctod the
‘office concerning s naitor,, bl ad
considorably upset enoticenally,. g r
hushband to return homs {rom Datr aftorneon
and vanted to know vhethsr oy not would t bis
identity would ke protecie 2 o 4R tien
provided to us concoraing ¢ se, IMrs. BIRADIR also
agked what kind of protection we could give Yo her husband
vip felt his life was in Canger. '

lrs., STRADER was advised that any information -

Frrnished to this Buresu in confidence wovld cértainly be
protected but that we were in no position to plhysically guard
her husband and if he £olit his life was in danger this was

a matter he should take up with local auvthorities, however,

we wvere desivous of interviewing him concerning any valuable
information he might have in regard ito this case and would do
- s0 at his convenience upon his aryrival, lirs. STHADIR advised
she would have her husband contact the office upon his arrival
"at Lexington, Illinoig, :8hs was also fuvnished the nane of the
SRA at Bloonington ond of-,the whereabkolits of our office there.

: Mrs, STRADIR s & she and her bhusband were passing
through Mewmphis at the time HARPIV LUTHIR KING was slain, Ier
hsband allegedly overheard a conversation zaong five individuals
one of wiom he claims embles the publishad photograph of RAY,
the subject, in this casze, in which they talked avout the killing.

n
on Monday he claims he vas foilpwed fron Lexington to Detroit
by a tan Chevrolet, the regisitration nimber of which he was
uvnable to obitain. This car contained two individvals whom
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Ae d:.d not recognize and at a rest stop these men tock a shot
ofF hin but did not hit him because he "hit the ground". le

.ow fears he is in grave danger for his personal safely becausc
sow fof

he has information about the killing of MARTIN LUTHEER KING,

. Mrs.  STRADER was advised immediately upon -her husband's
return she should contact this office and we would set up a.
mutually agreeable time and place during: which we could interview
her husband concerning this matter,

L

[
¢
N
°
. .
N
A
- -,
s
3 N g e
B . ta, ~
e M -
wy
-197. -
T > "
- .
L -
I
- Im. - e 1 . -
- 1 N
- -
-
- me
‘;"w' -

-

-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




ST 44-561

T TR T e e

GO

ETRYITN
EAEUECAKY

L)

of

P
VLD

-y

TR

...
2 pes
oo
-

" ¢

{

Soert T
A SN

g ey

LA

B -

1le

{mmohl

1

-
v

VoA
el

§ -
A1)

o wabal

ey

.
L4

Kol

L]

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- cg T -
- ‘.\ n
< . o .M
. 5K [ B B
1)) ] - O o Q42 - P&
[GIE~ « - oA & e
ol 2 Y O . . 5o O WS
. < n ORI SR )
& G W 0 > o 0] for IS
o G Ry e @ R ETLM G
3 L B O it w%q c 2 ol
] OO0 U0 @ YD A Qe 0
- e *En QoI u e Q00
el G o O P OO dP K
‘ & 6 W O G § el @S 1, 4
O . D oy et e @l 4 ., [ON ] LPuyunga
s B O NTUEDd L "gd 0 oMaAno o~ 0.0
(<> SR SRR/ + T O O G C
=S i 1 N g g
<5 0N ] i QW2 o
£ g0 0w
N B3l BSOS
: RS PO e
. ' G QMK .
B ! 21 G . Rl iR M o Rro]
4 = QA0 T H o Wi @ aNNKO
&3 o e o I ¢} o Gt o (W o - 2
- £2 fa W ). QR OO0 MO0 o o« ~OTT &
: 9 I I - o g ,w o
~t 01,.» 1ru qm.\» vl » » . . o *
QS egs i =] b “ R : ? @ - R
& e 4 f O O & Qoo fadiiv B o) =
. et 7 L R B~ O &L o
o 23 Q5 ¥ o B = .. G U © o
: (8] (o] B O e O 88D 1i o
i . R I RO B OO SR
! hed O R R Q. o o
: 2 PG I (G R SR R I N [
i S o - 3 0w ex - z
! e fr O DT O 0 4 1 5
i ] S o) OO 1|
| 3 oo £l \ @
} " D o m
! iw] o 5] D?l ? ﬂ
H o e
! o) o ~Od &
; ot © [ 3
! = =] [l o] e}
i o o R 3
i @ < )
i , o] Q05
. ; e (s} Qada
h £ R A
. m & 3 £ 0
; 2y ] =
: 2o (AR OB & oo
SR EYT o 4.0
; £l oA N 0 D P
{ &2 i = 2 6]
| n i~ [ BT NE 2 B B X cu 53 « [o 4 kot .
. ! REER IR I @ W I A O Qs [9)] (] 1530
i 4 NO Gk 00 PR % A
' w00 L3 Sl el B i B o &b
=t (IR Rrwi 10O i) = . Kalion] oada
w X e @ ol N o B A el 0 6 R oo
Te) Thoo ™ K o) T O e e IS PR 1) nr o~
. { t O 0 o yR - ) o< 1od ¢ W @ O T -~ o
) . o o iy =0 g0 B kAo @
; ¢ (e} G- 2 a1y Q 0 o} G o 53
L 0} 4= 0 hviNO} N OO TEWnOoGg - Q
~i IR K U agd = 9 Q< DO D N po KRR o ]
(72} RIS IR Woerd U @ O 4 L 5 Ll RN & ,g e U420

e meeiamme e 4 en ke e s coae 3 . Fee e e aamem e




e ) o :
. J - i " Pe]
- RN - " . - je 2T o L)
N © e . ¢ . r 2
- e e : 3 w34
: . . R o 0N
. P - BRI
. s ©
S e w4
L 5 o}
© . ad Tas e £
. RO el
< A o :
D) (SRR
aed 40 . ju ]
D p 4. [
o . 0L dO 0 &
¢ faEmng sEaa aR~ e
@] R OR R G I o CA o6y i 06 O d g

-
L

LU G~ S e OO g QL
| H

GO ~0 0D “
Qe .
. ®'ow ﬂmt
o -
. FRaT S

4D R
nuM a Q) =t o o @
ol s 0 R SR O

DRI N RGOS T
e T 3 e B et
Q M4 O @ =T @l O

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

G0 @ v9 oM e el 0 i
S R S IR I N R w B 75 I o R v O e A A T [
O @l BBy 63 & ] R B
i s O[T .
oo Yl Q Ot WO o
- e Q £f G~ O ] * S
0 & Tel 0N X
fa I el QMW o2 ’
‘ i £ 3 SR RN TR e Sl
Qe sl S IS R RE O R 3 lihse 0 I = kee B G I N I )
o R el D il S ix IS e I
, « . A " te .
S by 02 Gy 4 @
[ - [N N
& ot T - K & B N
) &4 0 3 orf
: n od
. W SR nm ; > .
: o] GO PO B At d eed O
: 0 GOS0’ 0GR QR o 4R
; O «0 8oL Rl I MO0
: OIS 200 Pyl el 15 S
.. RO W I R | k- 2ol eE g oo
¢ ‘ QO L Q 00 LEAEMLTd Qe
_ HOWAMOUR s<iede Od O O o
’ PR~ RS R N vl O ¢ BT I S
i Bl Bl Sl SO g D 0G0
: Ll 0O 0Ly | H.a 60008 «»
% = WS O A Q0O QRO
I~ ( O M clof wWagdd O DO et e
oo A o e ¢ I =] O gufl O8N RN S I R
oy O 1 & O Kl 0] A O At O S 0 20T
) 4 SN0 0w Nt @ QW et 138 Aot ’D 3 Bt O
w o8 @ K R0 2 I I I T & A B R -} Y,
: A L R Fleem{ QO 40 22 Y3 e Baerl O 4y W el Q0
, el s o~ R {a R S Sl OO 80
) 0o QI S4 0 MO QMR S 000 o 8. ded £ 6O ,
i RoO e 50 NN GO 2R R G O A @O
R R e AR TR R T St Crrrr e epma A0t LS @ St phay s T Ewe W Tasiae A PR e & e MU A B3 AAIE ) oy s e e AN s BN e e :..A.«l.!.vnvi! o s vwor e
. S VS . : KT

B L T )
PR LN L S NP T S - -




M

EUEEERERE L ESILS oA ok T

SI 44-561

appeared in "Life' magazine and the Governor of Lousiana
placed a stop to the entire operation.

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid,
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any
information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can coritact
any FBI Field Office who W111 then arrange for an interview
with hlm.

CARL S'TERN, Washlngton b.C., NBC Offlce, advised
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon, that
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while :
cozring a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned.
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohio, STRADER informed him
he was en route %o the home of his wife's parents in Lexington,
Illinois., He then told STERN a "fantastic tale" about hinm,
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on. March 29, 1968 in
Lebanon, Tennessee, ccncerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING,
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they
had taken his license number. STRADER believed there
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time,
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning
KING's murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet
him at his convemience “in ’their terrltory. According to Mr.,

STERN, BISHOP stated that“STRADER is afraid to approach any

office and may desire to- have comeone meet him at a location
other than an office. 'K\ .

The files of the Springfield Office contain the
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be
determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT

HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois.

- On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 61" -2", 175 1bs.,

employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illindois, and in
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards-
ville, Xllinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery .of
the Hamel State Bank Buflle 91~26560, SI file 91-2642,

-
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SERRY EXNEADE, Prineipal, Eldowade Ilsh fchool, Niderods,
, Ii1linciyg, on ﬁ/uu/tu nade a 'seaveh of prot acndenie rocoids
i sveslable ak the school. i waz detoveined that in 1243 J0 07
! LI 2AY also mpowdk a8 Jimny Boy grodusisd from the school. 1L

iz the son of J. A. RAY of Wamson, L]Llﬂu_u, aad was bory on
in 8aline County aad enteregd the sohool 9/1/09 oad
ovasinnted $/30/743 with a rank of 105 orz oi 119, TNY'L vaoac
* hoaoll rhobozranh was cxaqxnod as to Adentification with the
subject in eo 3Lioa d cng The photo &id not appoar to Lo
Ldenticl. o, cund ,__;: {? B -

PR

N Ve X PR

““'T;n JUAX T R; [oa Cnotmue;, E¥igsrodo Jlliinols, who
14 nresoatly zeeretary te the principel nt Siderado High

"l

L)

coineol giaved. that JANES DIER RAY was a sohovol mate of heXs.
Cwho euaalnad o photo of JANNS RARY, DAY and.siabed thaf shetls
cerialin that (e two are pot ideptieal: Bbe further advised
tihat ohe has geen JAUES DIE, R%Y ulthin the pogt four yours ant
theb $here i no question that his looks have not chonged to t
degrer thiat hoe mizht reu“ahlogd 1£s FnRL Hhs.
' - - .-... '.. . .-;_ o
. i N
e - ;_-k:'-'_-.ﬁ - = Lo, s
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Mrs. TRENCH was coatacted at her home on 4/2@/68

She advised that her ex-son-in- ~-law, CECIL RAY, foruwerly
of Vandalia, Tllinois, has benn to her residence ol aDDrOXLHWLQly
Lwo occasLons within the last five 'years, adcompanied by *an

Jindividual who rﬁscmbled J\hES EARL'RAY. It is he“ belief that
CCIL RAY rﬂLpr“o Il to this person as JWiuS RAY. IMrs., FRONCH

was unn>lc to furnish any uwore specific 1nLormatLon as to the
times or when the visits were wade.

She stated that CYCILIL RAY was sepnarated from her step-
daughter, JULITH SARLINE RAY, who resides at 1913 Main Street,
Hiz n]an]. Illinois. They have been senarated about four years.
C2CIL RAY is believed to be emnloyed in JOLIET, ILL., as a truck
driver for an unidentified Gas and O1l Comnany and was last scen
by Brs. TRENCH In 1966, CECIL RAY's pareunts arce deceased but he
1s believed to have a brother who resides in Vandalia, Illinois,
name unknowa. CT“IL RAY was emnloyed as a bartender at ona time

at an unidentified bar on the main strest in Vandalia. MDS.
had no photogranh . and coulu furnish no description of

nAY . . . )

By way of back@vound concerning MRS. FRUENCH, her husband
TAR]L, TRINCH was beat to death' “in E L_lnvham I1linoils, in early
1957 anl the casze has not beeu: olved, @-Mrs FREMCH resides alone
with her dog and according to ShorlFf A. P. DITTER, 1s an avid
beer drinker. ¥rs. FRENCH did nb aopear to have been drinking
at the time of the interview, Shedid refer to the death.of her
husbhand on several occasions and mentioned thaL she knew ‘how

‘an WTMND FQ1 1 . e by i e R e
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