
fD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Pn»A April 11, 1963___ _

BILLY RAY KING was interviewed at the Rock Island, 
Illinois, Police Department, by ROBERT A. WICKWIRE and CHARLES 

■ E. SMITH who identified themselves as Special Agents of the 
FBI. KING was warned of his rights and he waived them, as 
shown on an executed warning and waiver form.

BILLY RAY KING advised he has resided for ten years 
‘at. 102 Arlington Street, Lake Providence,■ Louisiana. He has 
been employed as a deck hand on different boats in the Mississippi 
River'since he was 13 years of age. He stated for the last 

' • three months he has been employed as a deck hand on a towboat 
for the K.G.W. Towing Company out of Greenville, Mississippi.

He added that he had been injured on his boat 
approximately twenty days ago and had been treated at the 
Greenville, Mississippi, General Hospital, but had been 
recuperating at his home in Lake Providence, Louisiana. 
He had recovered and arranged to catch his boat, which is 
the George Weathers, at Quincy, Illinois. His Personnel 
Director, JERRY WILSON, with the.K.G.W. Towing Company in 
Greenville, Mississippi, had given him an airplane ticket 
from .Greenville, Mississippi, to St. Louis, Missouri, to 
Quincy, Illinois, for April 5, 1968; however, he determined 
that all.planes were full and was instructed to tajce a bus 
•to..Memphis,- Tennessee j- to catch a plane' to St. -Louis. He 
left his home by Trailway Bus around noon on April 4, 1968 
and proceeded to Memphis, Tennessee, which is about 175 

.miles-. He arrived in Memphis, sometime in the afternoon . 
probably around 4;00. p.nit While- at the Trailway Bus Deppt, 

..the riots broke out due’‘to the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING. He advised that the thus depot was closed. There- . 
was no busses allowed to reave 'or enter and the people in 
the bus depot were forced td remain in the depot all night 
long. He advised that the depot was only two or three 
blocks from the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee, where 
KING v/as shot. He advised that he knows where this motel 
is located as. he had stayed*there on previous.occasions. ■
He added that it was general knowledge in all the papers 
that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING was in Memphis and ,staying at . 

____  the T.orraine Motel ._____:i______ _____________ :---------------------

on 4-7-68 qt Rock Island Illinois f;i./ SI 44-561 
SA CHARLES E. SMITH 

by j^OBER^^ < /ras DoteJidated_±±lC_____
This document contains neither recommendations no/-occlusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 

It ond its contents ere not to be distributed outside your agency. *
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■ • KING stated that he did not shoot MARTIN LUTHER 
KING but hastily added even if he had done so, he would not 
tell. He also stated that MARTIN LUTHER KING got just what 
he deserved and that the people in the North are getting 
just what they deserved on this racial problem as they 
caused the whole thing. When asked if he was a member of 
the KKK, KING stated that he was not.a member but also ■ . 
added even if he was, he would not tell, • ■

KING then stated during the early hours before 
daybreak, the busses started to move and he was able to 
take a taxi to the airport. He'recalled that the fare 
was somewhere around $4.65. When he arrived at the air­
port, he determined that there was only one plane that he 
could catch to Quincy, Illinois; however, this plane v/as 
full and he was placed on stand by. When the plane left 
and he could not get on, he then made a long distance 
telephone call to his boss JERRY WILSON who then told him 
to catch a bus to St. Louis and a bus to Quincy where he 
could catch the boat, He advised that he took a.cab back . 
to the bus depot where he boarded a Trailway Bus for St, 
Louis, Missouri, He advised this v/as early in the morning 
and arrived in St. Louis sometime around noon. He then 
caught a bus from St.. Louis to Quincy; however, this bus . 
made many different stops and he arrived too late in Quincy 
to catch the boat. He then took another bus to Rock Island, 
Illinois, -where he now awaiting for the boat which is due to 
arrive at 12:00 midnight,. ’ ‘ .

■ KING stated that^be owns a 1967 bright .blue .Mustang
which is at his home at Lake■Providence, Louisiana. He • . 
explained that the papers for this car are in the name of 
his. friend TRAVIS SHEFFIELD, who lives approximately three 
blocks away on Foster Street. He stated he bought this, car 
from SHEFFIELD and is making the payments but he has not ' 
had the papers changed over do his name; The car is at his 
home. -KING’also admitted tha'.t he owned a .38 pistol and a ■ 
shotgun which are both at his‘home, ■ .

. The following description was obtained from 
observation and interview: '
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Name .
Sex :
Race 
Date of Birth

■ Place of Birth 
Height „

Weight .
Hair ‘

• Eyes ' 
Complexion 
Address

BILLY-RAY KING ' 
Male
White ■

Louisiana

Occupation 
Education 
Marital Status 
Employment

Mother
Arrests

6*1" 
185 pounds 
Dark Brown., Curly ’ 
Blue
Medium to ruddy 
102 Arlington .
Lake Providence, Louisiana
Deck Hand, Towboat 1
Seventh Grade

Single
K.G.W. Towing Company 
Greenville, Mississippi ।
GERTRUDE FRITH I
Admits juvenile arrest 
before the age of 18 for ।
assaulting a Negro police 
'officer' in Lake Providence, 
Louisiana, explaining he beat 
this officer with a pipe, served 
nine months in a reform school 
at Monroe,\Louisiana;
Admits arrest at the age of 18 
for carrying a pistol’ at Lake 
Providence, Louisiana, fined 
$200.00 and.$37.00 costs and • 
two years probation. .
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TOM MOSS, Chief of Police, Kankakee, Illinois, advised 
on April 5, 1968, he received an anonymous telephone call 
stating that a young white man staying at the West Lane Motel, 
Marion, Arkansas, had told a female employee of this motel that 
he was a Chicago police officer and that he was on his way 
to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.1 No further information 
was obtained from the anonymous telephone call.

i . ; V;165 -
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E. ALLEN RICHARD THAYER

4

' I
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The Springfield, Illinois Police. Department, on 
April 8, 1968, advised ALLEN RICHARD THAYER was in custody 
and that he fits the general description of the individual 
who shot MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. THAYER interviewed 
this date by Bureau Agents and he advised he could 
not account for his whereabouts on the pertinent dates 
as pertained to this case. He did advise, however, 
that he had been traveling across the United States for 
s'everal weeks and that to the best of his knowledge he was. in; 
Denver, Colorado on the day that he heard that KING had been 
assassinated. THAYER advised at no time was in in Alabama 
or Tennessee this year. THAYER1and companion were traveling 
in a 1959 gold Chevrolet.

THAYER is described

Height 
Weight 
Hair

Eyes 
Complexion 
Tattoo •

Previous arrests

as:

5* 11”
155 pounds 
Dark brown 
combed straight back 
Blue
Dark
Skull and crossbones 
left forearm
Armed robbery 
Ontario Canda 
breaking and entering 
Hartford, Connecticut

DOB
Bristol, Connecticul

THAYER advised he knows nothing concerning the murder 
of KING nor has he any animosities.toward KING. The Springfield 
Police Department filed chargesvagainst THAYER for defrauding 
an innkeeper.
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On April 9, 1968, discreet investigation was' 
conducted re WILLIAM LOHMEYER, Route 1, Strawn, Illinois. 
Information was developed LOHMEYER has been in the Strawn
Illinois area, during 
matter.

the pertinent period re captioned

LOHMEYER is described as:

Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Complexion 
Hair

White 
Male 
43 
5* -9” 
165 
Ruddy 
Brown 
Burr cut

Build Medium - stocky 
round facial features

' Occupation Farmer
Well respected in community
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G. J»J« TRARES

,4 ■
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JEROME J., TRARES, is described as;

Race 
Sex 
DOB 
Height 
Weight 
Hair

White 
Male

230 pounds
Brown, graying 
bald, front and top
4 Sheryl Drive, 
East St. Louis (Caseyville)
Illinois

Employer

i 
I
I

U.S. Gypsum 
salesman of building materials 
to wholesalers

Was in Memphis, April 2-4, 1968 
to contact BILL WOOD at 
lumber yard owned by 
JOHNSONS, owners, 
Holiday Inn Motel Chain 
Driving 1968 Green Ford 
4 door registered to 
U.S. Gypsum

TRARES departed Memphis at 4:00 P.M. April 4, 1968, 
arriving at residence 10:30 P.M. the same date after 
stop at Cairo, Illinois. / ■ *.

Due to varience’'in physical and car description and 
departure time, he does not appear identical to the 
unknown subject. ’V
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I. ROBERT L. PLUNK
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^__^^ROBERTL.' P^UNK, white wale, age 34, born 
5' 10” tall, 160 pounds, dark brown hair, 

receding, brown eyes, was a passenger on train number 6 IC Railroad 
to St. Louis, Missouri, at 5:00 A.M. this date, April 11, 1968. 
PLUNK briefly interviewed at Carbondale, Illinois, in view of 
information furnished,’ by train personnel indicating PLUNK resembled 
artist’s sketch of assassin of Dr. KING.’ PLUNK boarded 
IC passenger train #10 out of Jacksonville, Florida, at Corinth

. Mississippi with a round trip ticket to St. Louis. He was with 
his mother, EULIA PLUNK and resides at RR 2, Michie, Tennessee. 
PLUNK produced a letter from Veteran’s Administration Hospital 
(Vah) St. Louis, Missouri, addressed to ROBERT L. PLUNK, 
RR 2, Michie, Tennessee, requesting him to report for 
physical re disability claim. PLUNK has TB was a Korean 
war veteran and had prior chest operation for TB at Murphyreesboro, 
Tennessee, VAH. The letter directed PLUNK to report VAH 
A 139, out patient service, 915 North Grand, St. Louis, 
Missouri, April 11, 1968. PLUNK claims he does 
not work due to physical condition. PLUNK obviously in 
poor physical condition and had difficulty in moving and 
breathing.
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j. A* J« consoling
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V ' ' 'On April 13, 1968, LEONARD KORMORNY, Manager,
I Lipsett Steel Products Company,. 2520 East 23rd Street,

• I Granite City, Illinois, advised that D. L. PETERSON is
I actually a D. L. Peterson Leasing Company, Baltimore,, 

Maryland, and the automobiles for Lipsett Steel Products 
Company are leased through the D. L. Peterson Leasing 
Company.

He advised that the Lipsett Steel Products 
Company and the Luria Brothers and Company are the same 
company,operating out of 2520 East 23rd Street, Granite 
City, Illinois. ,

He said A. J. CONSTANTINO was an employee of the 
Lipsett Stell Products Company and that CONSTANTINO was 
residing at the Executive Apartments at 10038 Executive 
Drive North, St. Louis, Missouri, and would not be returning 
back to the company until April 15, 1968.- He further 
advised that CONSTANTINO was the only employee of the 
company who took travelling assignments. He advised-that • 
he did not have any information concerning the 1968 
Illinois license 411809 at t^e present time.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561

K. UNKNOWN SUSPECT, AKA RICHARD GALT
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On this date, April 1”, 1033, KFZu?“TH iirnsiz?., x„„, 
Herth Horth Street, Poorin, llliY\<jis, telephone number 
632-1577, tciophos.tc7J.l7 co nt netou the Peoria kosident 
Agency to advise that ho End hoard a radio broadcast fren 
a CuringfieId station, iyuiugfi*l^> Illinois, not identified 
while driving iron Springfield to Focrin on this elate. 
He recalled the ccnrsentatcr said the FBI was trying to 
locate an individual (FEU) GAIT who was a seaman working cut 
ci Dirciinghan, Alabama. To advised that ho is a ferror 
seamn, and he imodiatoiy recalled an individual known to 
bin as PICHXiD GAL'? (phonetic? when he had sailed with on 
the S3 Hudson cZ the Viet cry Transportation Line, Few York 
City in Docouber ci 3.331 to.February ci 1332, cn a voyage 
to Spain and return to Port Arthur, Texas. Me advised 
he and this individual known to him ns BICHIPD GALT were 
both rubers of the Eenfarers International Union, Mobile, 
Alabama, whose national office is Brooklyn, How York,

He advised he and another seaman named ToBYDAMCY 
of Mobile Alabama, and also a member of the said union, 
discussed racial natters and religions ratters and politics 
at length, during the above voyage. He stated there were 
four Negroes in the crow of approximately 40 non and that , . 
ho, JTEWILH and FAHCY ware the only two mho 'associated with 
GALT (PHONETIC). -' /

He described this individual as follows:

Age Approximately 40-42 years of age at 
this time

' Height ' 6» "
Weight 165
Build ■ Thin ' I

Casual dresser, had excellent knowledge 
of hand guns and had excellent knowledge 
of Eux-opoan countries. ,—-/ 1-
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1IEVDLS advised that this individual had related 
that lie had studied ior the priesthood in Chicago, Ill., 
during his early years. B. also advised that he was an • 
experienced veteran seaman.

JSuBIS v?as contacted in person by SAs ELIAS 
UJLLI/iiS, Jr,, and the writer, and he could add no 
additional inioraation to the above.

180
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KENNETH NEWBLE, 1817 North North Street, Peoria, 
Illinois, viewed on April 18, 1968, a composite photograph 
of ERIC STARVO GALT. He advised this individual is definitely 
not the crewman which he had reference to aboard the SS Hudson 
in December, 1961, to February, 1962. He advised there is distinct 
differences in the hair and facial features. NEWBLE is of the 
opinion he knew the crewman as RICHARD GALT and cannot offer 
explanations or suggestions as to which crewman he may have made 
reference to. He advised he recalls RICHARD SANTAMOUR, also a 
crewman, who is definitely not identical with the individual 
he had reference to. Based on NEWBEL’s statements, after viewing 
a composite photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT arid in the absence of 
any recorded crewman named GALT, no further investigation to 
locate this individual will be conducted.
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investigation by SA FXSSOT BISH RASCOS at Winch ent 
I2.lir.ois, revealed on 4-15-03 that both license pinion, 
CO 0633, are on 2.^32 white Chevrolet Eel-Alvo hardtop. Such 
is in accordance with records of LEV at Springfield, chocked 
4-14-63. Cai* duly resistors;! to CLOSE Dd'lHS, Winchester, 
Illinois. ' . .. .

Hrs. LEAKE interviewed. She advised her husband 
recently passed away and that only she and her husband ever 
used the auto. Sho further advised that, the car definitely 
has not Loon to Chicago." and that the plates have not boon 
removed or need ca any other auto.

Ko further investigation being conducted in view o 
discrepancy in description bf auto soon in Chicago and that 
of LAAlS's auto.
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M‘ ^os^^ CLAYTON MONTAGNE
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Information was received from the Jackson 
Division, on April 19, 1968, that Pascagoula, 
Mississippi Police Department stopped an individual driving a white 
Corvair bearing 1968 Illinois license DG 3109. The driver 
identified himself as JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE. MONTAGNE 
was accompanied by another white male whose identity was not 
determined. MONTAGNE indicated he was a musician and 
the other person indicated he was a seaman and.they were 
.both heading for New Orleans.

The officer who stopped the above individuals said 
that MONTAGNE resembled the photo of GALT and that after hearing 
a description of JAMES EARL RAY having a scar in the middle of 

j his forehead he believed that MONTAGNE might bo RAY as he
I recalled MONTAGNE having such a scar. No further description

was available on MONTAGNE or the other person.

Auto Registration Section records, Springfield, 
Illinois, revealed 1968 Illinois license DG 3109 is registered 
to RAYMOND HILLBURN, 6039 North Ridge, Chicago, Illinois for 
a 1956 Dodge, Four door, VIN 32233139. Auto registration 
and drivers license checks re MONTAGNE negative.

Drivers License Section records re HILLBURN 
describe him as:

Name RAYMOND MITCHEL HILLBURN
Address - ^ 1254 Leland,

, Chicago, Illinois. ______ . •. .
DOB 
Height 

* Weight
Hair 
Eyes 
Drivers

*\ 5’ -10”'
\160 pounds 
Brown 
Blue

license ^|^^^^^^|
•• J Suspended since 3/10/68
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N. PAUL STANLEY BOOTHBY
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Ca 4/10/33, Sheriff O'. ■'LOS M.MT, Mitt County 
Sheriff’s Gddicn, dinted, "Hirois, :.dvis„J Id, Spring- 
field, Illinois, that ho had in custody eno PUL STfl'LJT 
MMY who had been arrested by the Mitt County Sheriff’s 
Cffleo authorities at Clinton, Illinois. Subject had boon 
riding a freight train iron .M’iugfiold, 1115,0013 to Clinton, 
Illinois, illegally and was arrested on local charges, r.'i/ Or 
adviced that subject resembled J..;U5 MUL IIP/, also known ns 
ERIC STU70 GIL?.

Subject PAUL. STfj'UT SCOTM’was fingerprinted by 
refitt County Sheriff’s Office and was interviewed by IDI • 
Zgcats in Clinton, Illinois,, at L-Uitt County Jail.

During interview, Subject advised that ho 'ins in Mem­
phis, Tennessee, on 4/3/33 through 4/12/33. Ho stated that ho 
had loft Chicago, Illinois on Cho 7th of .April by freight train 
cn route to Eo-apais to soil a pint of his blood i’er £15.00. 
Subject advisee! that lac bad. traveled throughout the United 
States by hopping freight trains and ho had so done this lor 
the past two years and and had-worked. in jenny states doing 
odd jobs. Subject advised that he was in Chicago on 4/1/J3 
whore ha worked for Help Unlimited Corporation. Subject ad­
vised that while ho was in Memphis, Tennessee, ho resided at 
the Mission at London and -2nd street. Subject advised that 
ho had no information re tin? death ex MduTlu LUTHS?. KISS, JR. 
nor did ho know of anyone who might have participated in the 
kilPa". ."—

- 187 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561

0. UNKNOWN SUSPECT, AKA J, CARNAHAN
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On April 29, 1968, Motor Vehicle Bureau, Springfield, 
Illinois, advised 1968 Illinois license B291617 was issued to 
JAMES J. MC GOVERN, 10023 West Devon, Rosemont, Illinois 
for 1966 Chevrolet Fleotside Panel Truck, VIN C2546F163402 
Drivers license listed as Social Security
number ■

1967 Illinois license B291617 issued to GEORGE WARD, 
Route 2, D Street, Murphysboro, Illinois, for a 1956 Ford pickup 
truck, VIN F1OV6G25421, drivers license listed as
This license originally issued for 1954 Ford PickujHjRnicj^^ 
driver's license listed as^^^^^^^^. These 
are not Illinois drivers license.

Drivers licens^se^^n^Springficld, advised 
drivers license number ^^^^H|K issued February 14, 
1968, to JAMES J. MC GOVERN. This chauffeurs license expires 
March 7, 1969 and described him as 5* 10”, 190 pounds, 
brown hair, blue eyes, DOB ^^^H application reflects 
he is self employed and dba J.’ J. Me Govern Motor Service,
Rosemont, Illinois.

Drivers license number |^^^^^B issued 
December 8, 1967 to GEORGE L.‘ WARi^jro^rhirdstreet, 
Murphysboro, Illinois, and license expires December 8, 1968 
and describes him as 5* 11”. 190 pounds, brown hair, hazel 
eyes, DOB
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P. JAMES E. BODKER
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Illinois Drivers License issued
June 2, 1967 to JAMES E. BODKER, 14341 SouthAvalon, Dalton, 
Illinois will expire January 30, 1971 and describes him 
as male, born ^^^|^^^^| 5' 10", 175 pounds, 
brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer. 
Records reflect license, was suspended December 12, 1967 for . 
an accident. It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three 
moving violations but is presently clear and valid.
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Q. WILLIAM A. MARSHALL
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. On May 17, 1968, Mr. TODROI? THOMPSON,, Parts .
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc., 
International Harvester* (I-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor, 
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street, 
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been 
a WILLIAM A. MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL 
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois. 
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in 
the Bloomington, Illinois area. THOMPSON further advised that 
the closest representative for the International Harvester 
Company is L.’ C. BARNETT, District Manager, International 
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois. 
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; Police Department, 
Bloomington, Illinois; Me Lean County Sheriff’s Office, 
Bloomington, negative. A search of city directory and telephone 
directory failed reveal any listing for WILLIAM A. MARSHALL 
or similarity.

Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L.1 C. BARNETT, 
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island 
Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the 
Northern 60 counties for the State of Illinois which includes 
Bloomington, and his records reflect no one by the name 
WILLIAM A. MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being 
a franchise dealex' in his district. BARNETT further advised 
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district 
to the State of California. BARNETT stated that any further 
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H
Home Offices, 401 North^Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. •

> * •
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VI11 ? MISCELLANEOUS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561 .

4 *

I

A« ROBERT HOOD STRADER
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Oil this date Mrs. EOBEST STRIDES of Lexington, 
Illinois, .telephone-309 365-314-3, telephonically contacted the 
'office'concerning this natter., Urs. S?3ADSl, who sounded- 
considerably upset emotionally^ advised she expected her 
husband to return home from Detroit sometime late this afternoon 
and wanted to know whether or not via would assure that 'his 
identity would be protected in regard to any information 
provided to us conco-rning the L1SKIN case. Mrs. STRADER also 
asked what kind of protection we could give to her husband 
who felt his life was in’ danger.

Mrs. STRADER was advised that any information 
furnished to this Bui-©an in confidence would certainly be 
protected but that we wore in.no position to physically guard 
her husband and if he felt his life was in danger this was
a natter he should take up with local authorities, however, 
we were desirous of interviewing him concerning any valuable 
information he night have in regard to this case and would do 
so at his convenience upon his arrival, Mrs. STRADER advised 
she would have her husband contact the office upon ’his arrival 
at Lexington,- Illinois.. ’She was also furnished th© name of the 
SEA at Bloomington and of ..the whereabouts of our office there.

Mrs. STRADER stated she and her husband were passing 
through Memphis at the time MART IN LtJTHER KING was slain. Her 
hsband allegedly overheard a conversation among' five individuals 
one of -whom he claims resembles the published photograph of RAY, 
the subject, in this case, in which' they talked about the- killin; 

. Subsequently, last Sunday night their car was-'broken• into and 
on Monday he claims he was followed from Lexington to Detroit 
by a tan Chevrolet, the registration number of which he was 
unable to obtain. This car contained two individuals whom

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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he J-^ wt recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shot 
^hiri but did not hit him because he "hit the ground". He 
raja fears he is in grave danger for his personal safety because 
he has information about the killing of MARTIN LUTHER king J

Mrs. STRADER was advised immediately upon her husband's 
retain she should con cact this of r i c e and we would set up a - 
mutually’ agreeable time and place during' which we could interview 
her husband concerning this matter.
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MARGRET CAIEUCHAEL S72AS3H, vifo. of RC332T uccD S 
was contacted-at the residence of her father, E.. P. CAKilC 
Route ^1, -Lexington, Illinois, on 4/30/68. Mrs, STRADER a 
she and her husband were at ths CARMICHAEL residence the w 
of 4/20-22/68. She advised that on the night of 4/21/68 o 
early morning of 4/22/60 her husband was awakened by the 0 
barking outside the farm residence which is located up a f 
ono-hali mile from the main rural road. She advised her h 
and. her father., E. P. CAKHCHAEL, upon making a search of 
outside area, found that'the STlAEEn’s 1967 Oldsmobile Dol 
croer. colored with black vinyl top, had boon broken into. 
STRADER advised nothing was missing from the car- and no o: 
located or soon in the area. Mrs. STRADER advised hor hus 
left alone from the CARMICHAEL residence on the morning of 
en route Detroit, Michigan. . •

• • Mrs. STRADER advised- that in a short period of ti
Mr. STRADER returned to the CAIpiXCMAEL residence. Upon hi
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STBS2H stated ho had found a note in the recessed -area .of p-r- 
speedometer of his cm?.. Ch’s. ST3S2B pointed-out that tho :z-’.' - • • 
has boon broken? tliorofore, he?? husband oas not lioraally attract.-.;! 
to the spe-edemeter). Che related this not© was aado up of words c-J> 
from newspapers and pasted on t^e bach: of a pocket calender (unabL- 
to describe, the calendar). Hrs. ■STi^SIl said the note read in 
substance, ”lf you go to th© police or the RBI you will be killed." 
Hrs. Sh’rfS advised her husband, sifter returning with tho note, 
proceeded en route Detroit, Michigan, and after a short period of I 
tine had.©hosed, he’tGlephonically contacted her, stating ho was at 
the Holiday Inn. Blocihnston, Illinois. . Jbs. ■ ShlHSB stated her busbar.-; 
'informed Her that upon reaching the road eno mile north of the ।
CARMICHAEL residence, and Route 'Go^-he saw a 1936 or 1967 Chevrolet, I
tan in color, no license infomat ion, with two nan in the car, parked 
along the road. - Mrs.' STRADER stated her husband told her that this 
car followed him on route Bloomington, However, they did not turn 
into the .Holiday. Inn when he didi Mrs. STIH33B advised her husband 
then told her ho was proceeding on to Detroit, Michigan,

Mrs. STRADER advised upon-discussing above with her parents, 
her mother, Mrs. E. P. CARMICHAEL, stated she had noticed a. late 
model, tan car, making several, trips on the main rural road.near 
the CARMICHAEL residence on the early mining of 4/22/63.

Mrs. STRADER advised that on the night of 4/22/63 her 
husband telophonically contacted her, but he-would not disclose his 
location as he stated he was afraid to mention his location over the 
phone. She related her husband told .her that he stopped at .a. rest 
stop area after leaving Indianapolis, Indiana. ’ 'Upon leaving his car 
and walking the direction-’of' the menfs -restroom-, he saw a tan 
automobile occupied, by. two men<. driving very slow. He stated at this" 
time the rider in this automobile fired-a shot at him. STRADER told 
his wife the shot just missed His ear and he, STRADER, hit ths 
ground where ho laid as if he had’-been hit. STRADER stated that the 
tan car disappeared and he has not seen it. since.

Mrs. STRADER stated her- husband believesthis action was 
due to his being -in the men’s re’streoa at the Gulf Truck Stop, 
Lebanon, Tennessee, on 3/27/63, w^ere he allegedly overheard five men 
planning to kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER-SING, JR. Mrs. STRADER stated her. 
husband told her that one of the men in the restroom was RAY, whom 
he recognized after RAY’s photograph was published. She stated he 
further informed her that he would be ’able to recognize the other men 
he saw in the restroom. ' Mrs, STRADA"advised she recalls being at the 
Gulf' Truck Stop at Lebanon, Tennessee',; on 3/29/63.-- She stated upon 
their leaving the truck stop, her husband did.not mention to her anythin 
of hearing of the plan to'; kill KING. She stated, she does recall her
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advised her husband returnsd to th.-- s • -

his roihor-i’>la-? had an argument over Mrs. STRADER’s sen t-.- -. 
previous marriage. ^s. CARMICHAEL told SiSMXS to lo-7^\.';'

■ - Mrs. STRADER stated she told her husband she had con'--'
Mr. I01ALD T. SULLaYAH, Assistant Special Agent in Charge,

p Office of the EBI. and that he, STRADER, should call hr. suit!?:.1, 
and set up an appointment; that Mr, SULLIVAN had informed her ?

s ■ would make an appointment to meat S53AES at any location or at
i i any tine when ■ STRADER was available. Kirs. STRADER stated hex' km:;;?-.0
f ; told her he was afraid to attempt to meet with FBI Agents, rs la f
! i he was being followed. Mrs. STRADER stated she was unable to cc-rr:..".
|J her husband to make arrangements for a meeting with the FBI. :;:w
* 1 advised her husband is very much interested in obtaining protect^!::.

Mrs. STRADER advised of sone of her husband’s activit,
; which are not concerning the. murder of Dr. KING. She advised tkat

| ] she does not know all of her husband’s business and -that she is
‘ 5 he has not told hex’ all he knows.

‘ Mrs. SHAD33 advised her husband is acquainted with Af/A:?
. i STAHtS of Baton Roug^ Louisiana, who told STRADER in. the Jsummer of

; 1937 that there were several,,businessmen in the area’of Baton Rouge,
= Louisiana, who were talcing up a collection to obtain money to. h?ve

■ KING assassinated, lirst STSW3 advised hex’ husband is wolf ac.-.uaU?.
I in the Baton Rouge and Benham Springs, -Louisiana, area. Sho state.;

he was, in the summer of 1937, connected'with the E.C. Donnell
; Construction Company of Denham Springs, La., vzhich was' doing^conx; t rca : ;
i work fox' the. telephone company. She related E. C. DONNELL live*; in
1 Dallas, 'Texas. She related DONNELL had an equipment rental taom-er;
5 and while STRADER and DOli'SLL war.© attempting to. rent the co !a; ..ent.
i they 7/sre trying to gain financing fox’ a recreational paru m xouisi^x
• ■ similar to ’’Six Flags Over Tends.’,’• She related that some way tky

. r ■ cane in contact with a CHARLES and LILL I ATT SHAPIRO .(ph) of Mia^i,^
; Florida, who advised they could finance same but were not. interested, 
x in a recreational park but would be interested in financing n ^norsc
I racing track. Mrs” STRADER advised JIr. DONNELL obtained ^F"10^?.1'^0 
j ^° help locate his land which could'be used as a torse r:!C11;^,.')‘‘r;'"J..''‘ 
• also obtained sanction of the sheriff, (KiU) • IRHIN and SAM ECShO, co tn

4 °f Slidell, La; however,lathings got out of hand” and an article .
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appeared in "Life" magazine and the Governor of Louisiana 
placed a stop to the entire operation.

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic 
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information 
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid. 
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband, if he has any 
information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact 
any FBI Field Office who will then arrange for an interview 
with him.

CARL STERN, Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised 
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that 
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while 
coering a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned 
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohio. STRADER informed him 
he was en route to the home of his wife’s parents in Lexington, 
Illinois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale" about him, . .
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on March 29, 1968 in 
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved 
in the conversation knew he had overheard them arid they 
had taken his license number. STRADER believed there ’ 
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time. 
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning 
KING’S murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should 
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of 
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet 
him at his convenience in'their territory . According to Mr.. 
STERN, BISHOP stated that'\STRADER is afraid to approach any 
office and may desire to hav6 comeone meet him at a location 
other than an office.

The files of the Springfield Office contain the 
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be 
determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT 
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois. •

• On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6*1" -2", 175 lbs.,
employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illinois, and in 
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards­
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of 
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-26560, SI file 91-2642.
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In 10-66 prosecution' pi ROBERT H. STRADsn-^" 
’declined in an ITSj? natter which involved a .rental-car. 
ROBERT II. ST7DB hud represented hirsalf as an.’empTb7Q« ci 
General Telephono Co., ci Illinois, regi'stenng.at*^".. 
motels at Blconlrpton, Illinois/, and had skipped without 
properly ‘■checking out' and. without payins: for his rocm. 
S13AD22 could not be located'at that time but was described 
as a white, male, 3.5 -'40,. 5’10” - S’, 150 ibs., dark-brown 
hair, nodto bnild and medium coaoleson. . He was subject 
of SHile'26r#00-3. . . :

' OnevROB^T HOOD .SW^^^ •
HEAP ~. AUTO TIHIT case in which Milwaukee' was 00,9/63, 
Bufilo'26-3X6703, ••Sl.t^ This individual had a
rather ©sionsive arrest record ■'dating back to 11/43. atwhich 
tine.-he was A7DL and "which, involved record of arrest-for issuing 
worthless cheeks,.. ’711 frauds■investigation of forgery, and 
defrauding da innkeeper, 1C312T H4 STH/D2^“whose-EBIHo." vzas ' ' 
given as 244 633 A,.was twice a patient at hospitals, one as 
a. patient at the Patton Struts Hospital concerning which finger­
prints were furnished by ths State'Bureau of Identification...... 
Saezaaato, California, on 8-3-60 and subsequently.' again on 
9-21^60, was a patient at Atascadero'State Hospital, California. 
That individual was described’as white, male, approximately-' 
'6*3”.,. 190'lbs.’, fair complexion,- hazel/eyes, brown .hhi^ 
was considered to-have, suicidal'-tendencies?'-

"A check through HCIC on 4-30-68 indicated ROBERT* 
STRADER vzashnot-cxu’rently. wanted,.-• . ’
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B‘ INVESTIGATION, ELDORADO, ILLINOIS
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5171'7 lilliXASH, Principal, Eldorado nigh -School, Elder 
Illinois, on 4/29/63, us.de a'search of pass academic r^co:^:: 
available at the school, it was determined that in 1943 J.'.:":;

i .USD ;iA7 also Known as Jinny Hay graduated from the school. 1. •
is the son of J* A. RAY of Wasson, ZH Inais, and was born, on 

la Saline County and entered the school' 9/1/39 and 
rraduated 5/30/43 with a rank o? 105 out of 119. RAY'S year

A book photograph was examined as to identification with the 
subject in captioned case. The photo did not appear to bo 
identical. ■

Elin/fA JEAIf FOX, noo Choiscor, Eldorado Illinois, who 
is presently aecretury to the principal nt Eldorado High 
School, stated that JASIE3 DEE RAY was a school mate of hers. 
3ho ^aain^d a photo of JJUIES EARL RAY aatRetated that ^^ ^s • 
certain that the two are not identical; She further advised 
that she has neon JAL!Ej] 5)S3^AT within the past four years and .

• ■ • that--there is no question tbat his looks have not changed to the 
degree that lie might receabl^JAAKS SARL HAY.
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Mrs.-FRENCH was contacted at her home on 4/29/68.

She advised, that her ex-son-in-law, CECIL RAY, formerly 
of Vandalia, .Illinois, has been to her residence on approximately 
two occasions within the last five years, accompanied by'an 
individual who resembled JAMES EARL'RAY. It is her belief that 
CECIL RAY. referred to this person as JdhS RAY. Mrs. FRENCH 
was unable to furnish any more 'specific information as to the 
times or when the visits were made.

She stated that CECIL RAY was separated from her step­
daughter, JUDITH EARLINE RAY, who resides at 1013 Main Street, 
Highland, Illinois. They have been separated about four years. 
CECIL RAY is believed to be employed in JULIET, ILL., as a truck 
driver for an unidentified•Gas and Oil Company and was last seen 
by Mrs. FRENCH in 1966. CECIL RAY's parents are deceased but he 
is believed to have a brother’ who resides in Vandalia, Illinois, 
name unknown. CECIL RAY was employed as a bartender at one time 
at an unidentified bar on the main street in Vandalia. MRS. 
FRENCH had no photograph and could furnish no description of ■ 
CECIL RAY. " ' • ’ ,

By way of background .concerning MRS. FRENCH, her husband 
EARL FRENCH was beat to death’jgn Effingham, Illinois, in' early 
1967 and the case has not been,'-solved. -• Mrs .FRENCH resides alone 
with her dog and according to Sheriff A. P. DITTER, is an avid 
beer drinker. Mrs-. FRENCH did not appear to 'have been drinking 
at the time of the interview. Shedid refer to the death.of her 
husband on several occasions and mentioned that she knew how 
V^o VTMQ fall- • • ..
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JIIJ^TS U£?f steles feuit ho}?. fiusDS^, CJCzL PA\r 
is at - the present tine separated fsoa her although they are 
not divorced. . Sae stated that .there is a state warrant 
cutstaah;^ against /? hsU^d, C2CjLs is sued by the States 
Attorney’s O2fice/atf$Vlward^^^^ Illinois, charging hex’ 
husband with !’cnstxec¥i; of the 4 child3?en- which she has. 
JUDSl IlAY stated that it is her inferstand lag. £?oa th© 
Staves Attorney’s 0x2x00 At Uu72”cc7il.L5f A2ii.Kozs} una-c hex* 
husband nay have recently saved to ’Jiaoon-sin, in .orc’ar to 
escape vne warrant outstantlxag agaxnst axu xn tn® Stave ex 
Illinois. . '

However, she stated that his location, if he 
has raoved to Wisconsin, is unknown to her.-. She further 
.stated that it is her belief that’her husband -C2C2L BAY: ’ ' ’ 
has not saved to Wisconsin/but' is instead■ living in Vandalia, 
Illinois, with sone of his relatives-. She stated that she-. • .
has ca several occasions contacted relatives of Her husband 
in- Vandalia- but they have roi&ssi to help hex’ locate her 
husband. .She related that it' is.Her belief that tbs relatives 
know the location of bar husband but refuse to cooperate 
with her in f inding hia and they know the warrant- will .bp 
issued against.bin. ' . . ' ■

.Hrs. BAY stated'that.:she does not know of any 
association which her husband'elsv/have, had with the subject 
but said he -could have associated withhis before their narriage 
in 1955 and nay have associated soust/es siwalhSjLvWL__  
hia in Alton, Illinois. _ -------------------------- a'BFxniTTD—i------
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Sh^ stated that;approximately il years ago, 
sha .and bar husband resided in a downtown apartment in 
Alton, Illinois, and they resided there for appeoixstely 
3 years. She stated that driving their stay in Alton, her 
husband brought nssrous friends hoaa with bin to .drink 
in the apartment or play 'cards and he novar identified 
any-of those parsons vitl him* Sho stats d that.she never 
inquired as to their-identity and would not be familial’ 
with the. name JAKES SARL RAY.

lbs. RAY stated that her husband is wellknown 
in the Vandalia, Illinois arsa in' that he* vis raised in 
that City, She stated that her husband’s relatives all 
live in Vandalia and they possibly may know, the present 
wherea’oouts of her husband.

She stated that she is amdevg to learn the 
present whereabcutB of her husband and that she frill cooperate H 
with the RBI in any way possible in determining his location.
She stated that it is her belief if anyone knows his 
present-.whereabouts, it will be a member of his. family in' 
Vandalia,

.It is her belief that his relatives there nay 
be protecting, his-present address.

She stated that a member of thslaMly'post likely 
to know his address will-be .-GILBERT RAY.who lives on Randolph 
Street, Vandalia, Illinois. \ She stated that a brother of her. 
bus band > LARRY RAY, also resides in Vandalia, Illinois, but-* 
his address is unknown, - iA .

Another brother', STAHLEY RAY resides in Vira, 
Illinois, and both parents of her husband are deceased.

Hrs,-RAY stated .that .LEONARD'. SOT/LS is a close 
friend of her’husband and-may possibly know his pf-esent’where­
abouts. ■ She stated that'lie is the-owner of Hotsgers Tavern, 
Vandalia, Illinois, and the esact'address is unknown to ' - 
her.
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