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property narked by ”2015-3** until the Laboratory advises that 
this is the nark in question.

JAMES EARL RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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4/26/68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL - REGISTERED

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (MU-31861)
ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY

FROM: SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (173-65)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

RE: LAUNDRY MARK "2OR-3”

Enclosed for the FBI Laboratory are four samples of 
Thermo Seal tapes, two on pale yellow and two on goldish-yellow, 
obtained from the Deluxe Laundry, 1745 East 14th Street, Oakland, 
California.

On April 24, 1968, ANSELM GOUIG, Owner, Deluxe Laundry 
made available the above samples, two from Thermo Seal Machine 
Model H5K2, Serial Number 30942, and two from Model H5K2, Serial 
Number 30948. The samples from Serial Number 30942 are "20P-3" 
rather than "20R-3" inasmuch as the letters for that roll from 
R through Z will not print. GOUIG stated he does not know how 
long ago this happened.

Deluxe Laundry uses the code *'20R-3” which is a system 
suggested by the Thermo Seal Company at the time of installation 
of the machines. The ”20” indicates the lot number, "R” indicates 
the week of the year, and "-3" indicates the package numbey. 
Under the system there arc two weeks each year when R is used. 
The last "R” week was the week of January 15 - 20, 1968, at which 
time a goldish-yellow Thermo Seal tape was used. GOUIG indicated 
this firm uses 14 different colors of Thermo Seal tape.

"20R-3” was used around January 17 - 18, 1968. It was 
processed through a load of sheets and pillow slips which were 
subcontracted from PETE TAYLOR, a driver for Sparklizing Cleaners

M^ Bureau (Encs. 4) (RM)
1 - San Francisco 
RER/sms #11 
(5)



SF 173-65
RER/sms

and Laundry, 3217 Danville Highway, Alamo, California, Ticket 
Number 45333. The customer for this load was ’’BOTTO” with address 
*Estabuenof! and the ticket was not dated.

The laundry usually indicates on the ticket which 
articles of th® load are colored and from the ticket it would 
indicate the sheets and pillow slips were white in color.

On April 25, 1968, LEE TAYLOR advised AL BOTTO, MO 
Estabueno, Orinda, California, has been a customer of his for 
over ten years. He stated that BOTTO is one of his best customers 
and that his laundry and cleaning bill is usually somewhere between 
$125 and $200 a month. BOTTO owns Art’s Buffet Bar and Restaurant, 
4023 Broadway, Oakland, California, is now semi-retired, and spends 
most of his time on his yacht and BOTTO’s oldest son, DICK, operates 
the bar and restaurant. BOTTO has a younger son who is attending 
college and works nights as a bartender at the restaurant. Both 
sons are married and do not live with their parents.

On April 25, 1968, AL BOTTO was contacted at the Bridge 
Marina Yacht Harbor, Antioch, California, and advised that to his 
knowledge he is not missing any bed linens from either his home or 
his boat. He also stated that he has not had any burglaries in 
either his home or his yacht wherein any bed linens were taken.

He viewed photographs of JAMES EARL PAY, aka, and stated 
he does not recall ever having seen him.

Indices of the San Francisco Office indicate BOTTO is 
identical with ALBENO LOUTS BOTTO, born 191U in California and 
has CII Number 2881361. He was arrested by the Oakland Police 
Department, their Number 166338, on January 17, 1964, for enticing 
a minor female for prostitution.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DICEROUS.
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Laboratory Transmittal Term 
7-7 2

^.... LABORATORY ...... -6.......

1 - Mr. Rosen 
(Mr. Long 2260)

1 - Mr. Conrad 
I - Mr. Mortimer
1 - Lab File

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

FBI, Memphis (44-1967) May I, 1966

r- KURKIN

00: Memphis

FBI File No. ^mjgggj
■ •■ D-S6128S JK

PC-A5960 IZ

Airtel 4/12/68
Examination requested: Document - Microscopic
Remarks:

In view of the elimination of Jerome Vernon as a 
suspect in this matter, the items designated in the attached 
report as 007 and ALSO SUBMITTED were not treated for 
latent finwrintB.

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

2 - Los Angeles (44-1574) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

JHM:AW (10)

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE



7-1 b REPORT 
of the

p=—>5
..-at:.... LABORATORY ___ A.. .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

To: BI, Memphis (44-W)

Re: WMIH
(S

Specimens received 4/22/6®

K207 Laundry list Mo. 3065, containing cm© sample laundry 
tape obtained from House Service laundry and Dry ClMMn, 
Los Angelos, California

ALSO SMIT®: Spiral notebook, ledger obento, tablet and 
University Notebook all containing laundry 
records

Basalt of examination:

The 007 laundry tape is stellar to the QfiB and Q70 
laundry tapes in color, construction and composition. The 
007 tape enseres 1/4 inch by 1 1/8 Inches. The Q8t and Q70 
tapes measure 1/4 inch by 1 1/16 inches.

The sine of type and printing characteristics of 
007 are similar to those on 068, Q7D and OU indicating that 
all nay have been prepared by the sane Machine. The laci of 
significant identifying features precluded a definite conclusion 
fm being reached.

The submitted Material is temporarily retained.



7“2

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

IAB FILE

Laboratory Work Sheet

Re: MURKIN 
CR 
00: Memphis (114-19,87)

File * 44-38861
Lab. * D-561288 JK

Examination requested by: SAC, Los Angeles (1*4—1^74) Airtel 11/1^68

Examination requested:

Result of Examination:

Document - /Microscopic, 
C t4c.i + ^ AI tvs) 
/Mis tt llavi eon*

Date received:

Examination by:

V22/68

IC Lol 4* U*»>. >
^ w4 -/^X ^ ^ ^, ^.^ dZuLuv-^ . 

p Pl c

Libi ,(f 70 f tC/DLL-A, oM^'&b^

i^l 1^.

/xuj-^ji^iL-. 0^ JCRd^f-U^t-MOtP^ ^^Z"^1 y xXu~_5. £k.*$L. ^i.af iCl^-jf kS ^^ Ia^^^ ^@»k-c<-X^

Specimens submitted for examination

K20? Laundry list No. 3065, containing one sample laundry tape 
obtained from Home Service Laundry and Dry Cleaners, Los Angeles, 
California

ALSO SUBMITTED:

^.^^(jf'/ff})

2-L/){<?<?-/$'?</)

Spiral notebook, ledger sheets, tablet and 
University Notebook all containing laundry 
records



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION LAB FILE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Laboratory Work Sheet

Re: MURKIN 
CR 
00: ifemphis (44-1987)

File # 44-38861
Lab. # D-561288 JK

PC-AJ%0 IZ

Examination requested by: SAC, Los Angeles (44-1574) Airtel 4/12/88

Examination requested: Document - ^iceo^p'n. 
C tiling

Date received:

Examination

4/22/65

MortimeirResult of Examination:

5<y '^xf ^.4.: ICtil ^ .^iLa.^ (t^^j^ / A^o^< ^U^X^ ^y

K2O7 Laundry list No. 3065, containing one sample laundry tape 
obtained from Home Service Laundry and Dry Cleaners, Los Angeles 
California

ALSO SUBMITTED: Spiral notebook, ledger sheets, tablet and 
University Notebook all containing laundry 
records

^M4&7o o^li^



i .aboratory "■ransmittai ' orrn

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

1 - Mr. Posen
(Mr. Long 2260)

1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Mortimer
I - Lab File

o: Fd J. Jies phi® (44-1287)
DatR; May 1, ma

KOlItt 
at
00: Memphis

4M88SI 
MS1MT M 
o-mssa «
MS181T J«

Examination requested by:

Reference:

Examination requested:

Tu^ft, Charlotta* 
rfackseavHk

AkUls, 4/26/68 
Wuuaent

Beclosaroe (2) (2 Lab report)

1 - lamp* (U7«3#l) Bneloeere (Lafe report ?

1 - Charlotte (44-1365) Eaelmra (Lab report)
1 * JackaosrilU- (44-702) a&clmre (lab report) 

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 'IM:# (11)



REPORT 
of the

...JL..... LABORATORY ..... .A... .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

to: FBI, Memphis (44-087) oat. Hay 1, 1068
FBI File No.

Re: ®K» Lab-No- B-561M7 JI
Clt D-5618S8 JS

D-W1817 JI

Specimens received 4/WB, fraa FBI, Jasonville

012 Piece of cloth containing- fourteen saaplcs of laundry 
tape obtained fro® Til Ima Laundry and Cleaners, 
Jacksonville, Florida

Specimen received 4/29/68, from FBI, Charlotte

013 Bight ample laundry tapes obtained frost two 
Therm-Seal machines located at Canton laundry. 
Canton, Morth Carolina

Speeimn received 4/29/08, fro® FBI, Twapa
014 Three sample laundry tapes obtained fm Winter Park 

laundry, Winter Park, .Florida

Result of examination.-

Differences were noted between the laundry tags 
represented fey 012, 013 and 014 when cockered with the 
laundry tags appearing on Q97 and CW, but the Lack of significant 
characteristics precluded a definite determination regarding- 
these specimen®.

012, 013 and 014 haw been retained.



7-2
1

FEDERAL BURbnU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE LAB FILE

Laboratory Work Sheet

Re: MURKIN 
CR 
Memphis (Up •1987)

File * 
Lab. *

Ui-38861
D-561857 ■ JK

p-Sb{6& fit

Examination requested by:

Examination requested:

SAC, Tampa (157-3231) 
Document

Airtel h/26/68

Result of Examination

Date received: b/29/68 
Examination by: Mortlij:

K^Zt/CZ/^ ST ^7^f ^^

Specimens submitted for examination

K21U Three sample laundry tapes obtained from Winder Park Laundry, Winter 
Park, Florida



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE lab FILE

Laboratory Work Sheet

Re: MURKIN
Qi .
001 Memphis (1U1—1987 )

File #
Lab. #

a-38861
D-361858 JK

Examination requested by: SAC, Charlotte (hU-1363) Airtel U/26/68

Examination requested: Document Date received: U/29/68

Result of Examination: Examination by; Mortimer

M.

Specimens submitted for examination

K213 Eight sample laundry tapes obtained from two Thermo-Seal machines located 
at.Canton Laundry, Canton, North Carolina



4/26/0

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TOt DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
(ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY)

FROM! SAC, JACKSONVILLE (44*769) (F)

SUBJECT# MURKIN 
CIVIL RIGHTS

(00» ME) 
BUFILE: 44-38861)

Re ME airtel to all offices, dated 4/19/68; 
Bureau teletype to ME, 4/12/68,

There is enclosed for the FBI Laboratory a piece 
of cloth abstaining specimens of Thermo-Seal Lawndry maxicing 
machines. Serial Numbers R31998 and R31999, made available 
by Mr. J.F. HICKS, Manager, Tillman Laundry and Cleaners, 
310 Park Street, Jacksonville, Florida, on 4/26/68 to 
SA CHARLES J, HONETOR.

For Information of the Laboratory, Mr. TILLMAN 
has advised that these Thermo-Seal Marking Machines are 
not presently in use but were in use during the period from 
August, 1967 until approximately two weeks ago. He 
advised that his laundry in the past has used the code 
"20R-3* on a yellow tape. He said the only record maintained 
of customers would be the book containing record of this 
code number, the customer's name and the laundry branch from 
which it was received. He stated the listings were not 
enclosed in numerical order within the books and all books 
in which laundry receipt was recorded by the brantdies 
during the period from August, 1967 to date would have to 
be reviewed.

f- Bureau (Enc. 1)
- Memphis (44*1987) 

2 - Jacksonville 
CJHtpas 
(7)



JX 4MO

The? FBI Laboratory is requested to compare the 
enclosed specimens with, the questioned jpeelM»s found 
on the pillow case and bed sheet mmi'fK® the trunk 
of the OO ^hite Maatang located at Atlanta, on 4/11/0,,

The purpose off the above is to determine if 
possible whether the questioned laundry mark -Jas mad® by 
the two Hw«»8«al irking Machine# in the possession of 
Tillman** Laundry and Cleaners.

The enclosed 8pwl»s need not be returned upon 
completion of thia lBW«ti<afci« and may b® destroyed if 
of no value.

- i -



4/26/68

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
ATTRITION: FBI LABORATORY

FROM: SAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365) (P)

MURKIN

Slewed for the FBI Laboratory are two envelopes 
■pies of Therao Seal tapes for comparison with 
_ _ in possession of FBI Laboratory.

On 4/24/68 Mr. W. K. SUTTON, Superintendent of 
Laundry, Canton Laundry, Canton, N. C., made available several 
samples of two machines utilised by his company in the 
process of laundry. Mr. SUTTON stated that both machines 
are Thermo-Seal Machines, the Number One Machine having 
Serial Number 33882, Model No. H5 84 Bl. Mr. SUTTON stated 
that Machine No. 2 is also a Thermo-Seal Machine with 
Serial Number 33883, Model No. h5 84 Bl.

SUTTON advised that he has used the code "20 R-3" 
in the past. He said the 20 is the lot number, the R 
designates the week, and the 3 designates the package which 
corresponds with the customer’s name. He advised that his 
tickets are kept in no particular order and that it would 
entail a review of thousands of tickets in an effort to 
locate those carrying this number.

The FBI laboratory is requested to compare enclosed 
Thermo-Seal tags with tapes already in the Bureau's possession.

^Bureau (Encs. 2) 
^-Charlotte 
JJQ:egp 
(5)



4/26/68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
ATTMi FBI LABORATORY

FROM: SAC, TAMPA (157-3231)

MURKIN
CR
00: MEMPHIS

Re Memphis airtel to all continental offices 
dated 4/19/68.

Enclosed for the FBI Laboratory are three 
samples of laundry marks "20 R-3" on yellow marking 
tape as manufactured by the Textile Marking Company, 
Syracuse, New York for comparison with similar 
tapes described in re airtml.

For information Bureau and Memphis, above 
samples obtained 4/25/68 from Vinter Park laundry 
161 Vest Fairbanks Avenue, Vinter Park, Florida. 
Owner signifies week of the year, In this Instance week 
of January 7, 1968 and number "3* indicates bundle 
number.

Search of records determined customer 
with this symbol was Mrs. K. B. KING, 247 Virginia 
Drive, Vinter Park, Florida.

^■Bureau (Ends 3) (RM)
2-Memphis 
1-Tanpa 
RCB:sas



TP 157-3231

Mrs. KING contacted 4/26/68 advised she is 
not sissing any sheets and upon taping shown 1.0. 
for JAMES EARL RAY stated this person unknown to 
her.

-2-



Laboratory Tra;
7-72

Form

^a .„ LABORATORY ___A-

1 - Mr. Rosen 
(Mr. Long 2260)

1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Mortimer
1 - Lab File

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

° FBI, Memphis (44-W) Date: Ml^ 1, 1868

\

Be: MU2K1M 
C» 
00: Memphis

FBI File NO. 44-38861
Lab. no. Meim JI

Examination requested by:

Reference:

Examination requested:

Kansas City

Airtel 4/27/68

Document
R emarks:

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

2 - Kansas City (44-760) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

1 - Birmingham (44-1740) Enclosure (Lab report)

1 - Atlanta (44-2386) Enclosure (Lab report)
1 - Los Angeles (44-1574) Enclosure (Lab report) 

jahM ^ajlNISTRATIVE PAGE



REPORT
of the

7-1 b

.»ac:_ LABORATORY ___ ft.....

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

To FBI, Memphis (44-1987)

Re MUROM 
OR

Date May 1, 1968
FBI File No. 44«*3^^H
Lab‘ No' 0-561775 JR

Specimens received 4/29/68

K211 Various documents comprising thirty-four pieces of
paper hearing purported known handwriting and 
printing of JAMBS MARL RAT, obtained from his 
at Missouri State Penitentiary

hand 
file

Result of examination:

It was concluded that the questioned hand printing 
appearing on items attributed to Eric s. Galt was prepared 
by JAMES EARL RAY, K171 and Oil.

Because of the presence of characteristics which . 
cannot be explained on the basis of the known handwriting of 
JAMES EARL RAY, it cannot be definitely determined whether 
the "Harvey Lowmyer" signature on Q72 was prepared by this 
individual; however, significant handwriting similarities were 
noted.

Specimen GUI has been photographed and is
temporarily retained.



f

Mr. Tolson.
F : . 6 (Rev. S-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/27/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL AIR MAIL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) (ATTN: FBI LABO

FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) (P)

MURKIN 
(00-Memphis)

an..

Mr. Gai

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

DeLoach. 
Mohr
Bishop__
Casper

Mr.
Mr.

Rosen_ ___  
Sullivan__  
Tavel_____  
Trotter___

Tele. Room___
Miss Holmes_
Miss Gandy__

Mr. Gz

dated 4/24/68.
Re FBI Laboratory transmittal form to SAC, Memphis

561775
Enclosed herewith are 34 pieces of paper containing 

purported handwriting and handprinting of JAMES EARL RAY. 
These items were contained in the Missouri State Penitentiary 
file of RAY, and were furnished to SA ROWEN B. AYERS on 4/26/68 
by Mr. HARRY LAUF, Records Officer, Missouri State Penitentiary 
Jefferson City, Mo. They are to be returned upon completion 
of use by FBI.

Referenced communication identified the "GALT" writings 
with K171, previously submitted; however, were unable to make 
positive identification between K171 and ’’LOWMYER" signature 
on Q72.

REQUEST OF FBI LABORATORY:

samples
It is requested that the Laboratory compare handwriting 

being submitted with Q72.

samples 
arising

Kansas City Office is currently reviewing handwriting 
and will submit leads for necessary investigation 
from this review

34)(AMRM)

& C. - Bishop

f3)-Bureau (Enc. 
z-Memphis 
2-Kansas City 
RBH:lib

DIA^IOH

r' > fr.

Sent1 \Approved M Per



7-2

FLEZEAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION LAB FILE -
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Laboratory Work Sheet

Re: MURKIN 
CR

. 00 s Memphis (M87)
File #
Lab. I

ljli-38861
0-561775 JK

Examination requested by: SAC, Kansas City (Ui-760) Airtel U/27/68

Examination requested: Document Date received: xMo±XKJtrV29/68

Result of Examination: 

fd. /4 . P. O^ ^J^> UW. U
Examination by: Mortimer 

e£>c S. Sait e ja«»-j 6a«u ft a/l^n if iCn \, ^^^

* 77, 6J^ s/^^j £y4Zi T^j7 7^ C "/fa&u<ey ^d^^ v^jt r ^7 2 c ^

Specimens submitted for examination

K2H Various documents comprising thirty-four pieces of paper bearing 
purported known handwriting and hand printing of JAMES EARL RAI, 
obtained from his file at Missouri State Penitentiary



^^ @'S / ’^ Q / / / __  >
^^^(3 - 7^^^^_ ,

^'^U^ T^^r - /^^/^ - ^o--rh^^ ^ - ^- c. - ^



La bo rat- 
7-72

Transmittal Form

-A- LABORATORY -..... ft.....

1 - Mr. Rosen
(Mr. Long 2280) 

1 - Mr. Conrad 
1 - Mr. Mortlner 

(V- Lab *11®

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

o Memphis (44*1987) D te April 30, 1988

Re: MURKIN
CR
00: Memphis

Examination requested by:

Reference:

Examination requested:

San Antonio

Airtel 4/23/88

Document

FBI File No. 44^38881 
^■no. D-561680 JK

R emarks:

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

2 * San Antonio (44*1242) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

JHM:AV (10)

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE



REPORT
of the

7-lb

^Jt.... LABORATORY ___A_

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

T° FBI, Memphis (44-1987)

Re KURKIN 
CR

April 30, 1968
FBI File NO. 44-38301
Lab NO 0-561680 JK

Specimens received 4/26/68

K201 Six sxaple laundry tapes and four samples of cloth 
obtained from White Star Laundry, San Antonio, Texas

Result of examination:

It was concluded that the machine used to prepare 
the laundry tapes comprising K201 was not used in the 
preparation of the laundry tapes appearing on 069, Q70, Q97 
and Q99.

K201 has been retained.



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE LAB FILE

Laboratory Work Sheet

Re: MURKIN 
CR
001 Memphis (144.-1987)

File # UU—38861
Lab. # D-561680 JK

£1/^ /2 nJ
Examination requested by: SAC, San Antonio Airtel 4/23/68

Document

Result of Examination:

Examination requested: Date received:

Examination by:

Specimens submitted for examination

K201 Six sample laundry tapes and four samples of cloth obtained 
from White Star Laundry, San Antonio, Texas

/^ <4 /^erC <?<?-/? s 7



Laboratory ^ x x-smina’ Form 
7-72

-31.... . LABORATORY ___ ft-.. .

1 - Mr. Rosen 
(Mr. Long 2260)

1 - Mr. Conrad
1 -Mr. Mortimer
1 - Lab File

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

° FBI, Memphis (44-1987) D te April 30, 1968

He: MURKIM
Ct
00: Memphis

Examination requested by:

Reference:

Examination requested:

FBI File No. 44-38861
L b No D-561749 JK

Oklahoma City, Phoenix, 0-561745 JK
Dallas D-561711 JK
Airtela, 4/24/68, 4/25/68, 
4/25/68

Remarks:

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

1 - Oklahoma City (4* • 386) Enclosure (Lab report)
1 - Phoenix (44-371) Enclosure (Lab report)

1 - Dallas (44-2649) Enclosure (Lab report)

JHM:AW (11)

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE



REPORT
of the

7-.b

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987) r— April 30, 1068
FBI File No.

mnucix Lab No D-561749 JK
at D-561746 JK

D-561711 JK

Specimens received4/28/68, from FBI, Oklahoma City

002 Piece of white cloth containing nine polio* laundry 
tape* obtnined fro* Clinton Laundry and Cleaners, 
Clinton, Oklahoma

003 Two pieces of white paper, one containing three sample 
laundry tape* and the other containing ten sample 
laundry tapes from Stillwater Laundry, Stillwater, 
Oklahoma

Specimen received 4/26/68, fro* FBI, Dallas

004 Throe pieces of white cloth containing a total of ton 
yellow sample laundry tapes obtained fro* White Star 
Laundry and Dry Cleaners, Dallas, Texas

Specimens rocoivod 4/26/68, fro* FBI, Phoenix

005 White handkerchief containing nine sample laundry tapes 
obtained fro* Glover Cleaners and Laundry, Tucson, 
Arizona

006 Fifteen sample laundry tapes obtained fro* Varsity Cleaners 
and Laundry, Tucson, Arisons

Result of examination:

It was concluded that the machine used to print specimen 
006 was not used to imprint either of the marks appearing on Q97 
or Q99.

Wage 1 (continued on next page)



The spacing on speclawns represented by K202 through 
K205 differs from that on the laundry marks appearing on Q97 
and Q99 indicating the questioned tapes nay not have been prepared 
on any of the machines used to prepare K202 through K205. The 
limited nature of the questioned material Involved precluded a 
definite determination from being reached.

8202 through 8206 have been retained

Page 2
D-561749 JK 
0-561745 JK 
D-561711 JK



4/25/64

AIBTBh

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
ATTWTIOM: FBI LABORATORY 

FROM: SAC, DALLAS <44*2643) (P)

SUBJ1CT: HBBK1S

Re: Laundry Mark Checks

Re Memphis airtel to all Continental Office* dated 
4/W/68.

Inclosed for the Bureau are three pieces of cloth 
containing sanplc tapas iron three Therao-Seal machines.

On 4/24/68, WARRIM TYSON, Manager, White Star 
Laundry and Dry Cleaners, 4535 Cole, Dallas, Texas, furnished 
the enclosed sample laundry narks from the three fterao-Seal 
marking machines operated by his concern. He advised the ”20” 
is a lot number, the ”R” is the week, and the ”3” is the 
customer invoice. He uses eight colors of Thermo*Seal tape 
each week and a light yellow color is therefore used 1/8 
(approximately) of each week.

The enclosed samples are gold colored tape as opposed 
to the light yellow color he uses. Gold is used exclusively 
for one day specials. He stated he would put tape markers on 
sheets and pillow cases only when they are brought in for one 
chy special service. He does not use any marker on normal 
fiat work such as sheets and pillow cases, handling that by 
the bundle.

TYSON advised he makes records of the identity of 
customers only if they have a charge account. Almost all, if 
not all, of his one day service is done on a cash basis.

1 * Bureau (£nc. 3)(RM)
2 - Memphis (44*1987)
2 * Dallas
JJS/8C8
(7)



BL 44-2643

TYSON informed that he had two one-week period® 
within the last year daring which the ”B" symbol was in use. 
During each of these two weeks, the light yellow tape was 
used for one series of numerical lots. Me advised a search 
of his records failed to disclose any record of identity for 
a customer #3, Mot 20, yellow tape series and iron this, he 
assumes the customer oust have been a cash customer. The 
first week was in June, 1967 and the second week was from 
February 26 to March 2, 1966.

TYSON advised machines 2 and 3 are used constantly 
and the ink ribbons on them mist be changed at least once 
every ten days. Machine #3 temporarily has the ’&” symbol 
broken off. Machine #1 is used only for overflow work and 
would be used only a fraction of each week.

Request of the Bureau

The FBI Laboratory is requested to compare the 
enclosed samples with those found on the sheet and pillow 
case taken from the Mustang recovered at Atlanta, Georgia 
for possible identification.

** 2 *•



4/24/68

AIRTBL AIRMAI I,

TO: DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861)
Attention: FBI Laboratory

FROM: SAC OKLAHOMA CITY (44-686) (P)

MUPKIN
00 Memphis

Re Memphis airtel to all continental office# 4/19/68.

Ret Laundry checks

Enclosed herewith for the Laboratory is a piece of 
white cloth containing samples of Thermo-seal laundry markings 
of the Clinton Laundry and Cleaners, Clinton, Oklahoma, and 
two pieces of paper containing Thermo-seal laundry markings of 
the Stillwater Laundry, Stillwater, Oklahoma.

On April 23, 1968, RICHARD SUTTON, Assistant Manager, 
Stillwater Laundry, 402 South Main, Stillwater, Oklahoma, 
advised SA PAUL R, KEISER that Thermo-seal laundry mark 20R-3 
is employed in his business, SUTTON stated that the letters 
of the alphabet are used to designate a particular week and that 
each letter could be used only once every 26 weeks. The digets 
used in the code before the letter are used to designate a load 
number and digets used after the letter designate a particular 
order in that particular load. The color is changed at random 
and tan colors in all are used, SUTTON produced laundry receipt 
number 13824 dated 1/30/68, in the name of JAMES DEAN, no address, 
for two shirts, which had a Thermo-seal tape attached, red in

Jr- Bureau (Eac 3)(RM) 
2 - Memphis (44-1987) 
2 - Oklahoma City
JAC:ow
(7)



OC 44-686

color and imprinted with code number 20R-3, SUTTON advised that 
DEAN is a regular customer and is well known to him. SUTTON 
further advised that code number 20P-3 has not been used since 
1/30/68, and would have been used prior to this in August of 1967, 
but due to the fact that no records are available, it would be 
impossible to determine who might have been assigned this code 
at that time or the color of the code used. SUTTON furnished 
samples of Thermo-seal tape used in his business for submission 
to the FBI Laboratory.

SUTTON was exhibited Wanted Flyer number 442-A for 
JAMES EARL RAY, at which time he advised that he could not 
identify this individual as being identical with anyone he has 
observed in the past.

On 4/23/68, ROBERT POOLE, manager, Clinton Laundry 
and Cleaners, Clinton, Oklahoma, advised SA WILLIAM R. FARRIS 
that his firm uses a code such as 20R-3. The letter in the code 
is changed weekly and the entire alphabet is utilised. By 
calculating on a ctendar POOLE was able to determine that the 
symbol 20R-3 would have been in use from noon, 9/22/67 through 
noon on 9/29/67. Prior to this time the code would have been 
used in March, 1967. In March 1968, the code would have been 
used again but in March, 1968, POOLE* s firm was not using a 
Thermo-seal marking machine. Prior to September, 1967, the 
firm was using a Thermo-seal marking machine which is no longer 
in operation but this machine produced a wider tape. This particular 
tape was a wider tape than the current machine being used and the 
tape used was gold in color. POOLE stated his firm does not 
retain records on home delivery transactions over 3 months.
They do have available records on cash items at the counter. 
These records were searchedfor the period 1/1/67 through 4/1/68 
without locating any having the symbol 20P-3. Symbols 20R-2 
and 20R-4 were located and POOLE stated this indicates 20R-3 
was a home delivery on which no records are available. Samples 
of the Thermo-seal laundry markings were obtained from POOLE 
for submission to the FBI Laboratory.

REQUEST OF THE FBI LABORATORY

The FBI Laboratory Is requested to compare the enclosed 
samples of Thermo-seal laundry markings with the questioned

- 2 -



OC 44-686

specimens previously submitted in this case to determine if 
the machine at Clinton, Oklahoma, or at Stillwater, Oklahoma, 
could have produced the questioned laundry markings.

The enclosed samples may be retained or discarded 
by the FBI Laboratory and need not be returned to Oklahoma City 

PAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AMD DANCBROUS

- 3 -
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Toi Mnitor, FBI (1^38861) 
Mil FK IAawImf

!hai UC» Phoenix(MiR371) (F)

Kyml MVXll

h Albany airtal tn Bureau, V10/68, ant Maaphis airtal tn 
all offices, V19/68o

Kncloood via registered mil far esaaination by the 
Laboratory art nine Therm-Seal laundry tapa* fm Slam Oleaacrs and Laundry, 
Tucson, Arizona, and IS Thorne-Seal laundry tapes free Varsity Gleaners .
ana Tumen, arisona,

Ga V25/68, Frodario Ernest Boof, Mgr», Orrar Cleaners and 
Laundry, Tumen, Arlsana, furnished 9 Map!* tape# frost his Therm-Seal 
m«um» m*z advised that Ms aMpay has mad the amber, ■May1 in the 
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Ms oonpasy has mod the mahor ^KM* 1* the past. Me advised that it would 
take quite awhile to trace the naan of the wustoner or oustonors to whan this 
momor was assigned, .

Inquest of the Burmnc The Laboratory is requested to cmdM the enalosed tapes 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Laboratory Work Sheet

Re: MURKIN
CR
00: Jfemphis (U-1987)

File # Ul-38861 
Lab. * D-$617^9

0 -56/ 7*7S’

JK
JK

£)-Sb/ 7//

Examination requested by: Phoenix (Ul-371) Airtel U/2$/68

Examination requested: Document

Result of Examination:

Date received:

Examination by:

h/26/68

/Ki ^/a^M a— &? 7 r^??

^^^^^ ^ AS Joi-9/CTOS’,

Specimens submitted for examination

K20$ White handkerchief containing nine sample laundry tapes obtained 
from Glover Cleaners and Laundry, Tucson, Arizona

$. K2O6 Fifteen sample laundry tapes obtained from Varsity Cleaners and 
Laundry, Tucson, Arizona



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION LAB FILE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Laboratory Work Sheet

Re: MURKIN 
CR 
00: Memphis (Mi-1987)

File # Ui-38861
Lab. #>-561711 JK

Examination requested by: SAC, Oklahoma City (Mi-686) Airtel U/2U/68

Examination requested: Document Date received: V26/68

Result of Examination: Examination by; Mortimer

Specimens submitted for examination

K202 Piece of white cloth containing nine yellow laundry tapes 
obtained from Clinton Laundry and Cleaners, Clinton, Oklahoma

K2O3 Two pieces of white paper, one containing three sample laundry 
tapes and the other containing ten sample laundry tapes from
Stillwater Laundry, Stillwater, Oklahoma
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE LAB FILE

Laboratory Work Sheet

Re: MURKIN
CR
OOs Memphis (Wt-1987)

File # Wi-38861
Lab. * M617H5 JK

Examination requested by: SAC, Dallas (Mi-2614.?)

Examination requested: Document

Result of Examination:

Airtel 4/25/68

Date received: 4/26/68

Examination by: Mor timer

^ - ^6/ 7 y/ J7<

Specimens submitted for examination

K2O4 Three pieces of white cloth containing a total of ten yellow 
sample laundry tapes obtained from White Star Laundry and 

J)ry Cleaners, Dallas, Texas



Laboratc.ry Transmittal Form 
7-72 ‘

LABORATORY

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 2©535

to: FBI, Miami (44-1854) Date: April 17, 1968

MURKIN
CR
00: Memphis

Examination requested by: Miami

FBI File No. 44-38861
Lab. No. D-560661 IH

Reference:

Examination requested:

Airtel 4/11/68

Document - Fingerprint

Remarks:

C)
A separate report is being furnished on the 

latent fingerprint examination of Q124 through Q126 and the 
disposition of this material.

DO NOT INCLUDE ADMINISTRATIVE 
~"PAGE(S) INEODMATICN IN 

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

Memphis (44-1987) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

2 - Birmingham (44-1740) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

1 - Cleveland Enclosure (Lab report)

^/O ' .^ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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Z^iU LABORATORY —A—

j 
I

FEDERAL BUREAU OF HWSHGATIOR
WASHmGTOri, D. C. 20535

to, FBI, Miami (44-1854) • Dat.: April 17, 1968
' . FBI File NO. 44-38861

Re: -MURKIN • ' Lab. No. D-560661 IH
CR ' .

Specimens received ~* xx// uu

Q124 A piece of brown wrapping paper containing a label 
bearing the number 777, a Garber shipping slip 
containing the number 52360, a three inch slip of 
paper ripped from the shipping slip, and a piece of 
cellophane tape

Q125 A piece of brown wrapping paper with a label 
attached bearing the number 6829 ' '

Q126 A cardboard box, postmarked 4/5/68

„ Result of examination:^ ’

The hand printing appearing on the slip of paper 
comprising a portion of Q124 was searched in the Anonymous 
Letter File without effecting an identification. Appropriate 
photographs have been added to this file for future reference.

The cellophane tape comprising a portion of Q124 is 
of common | inch-wide variety, the ends of which appear to j
have been torn or cut unevenly. . ■ ।

Due to the limited nature of the questioned hand i
printing on Q124 and because of unexplained variations, a i
definite conclusion could not be reached whether the hand [
printing on Q124 is identical to the hand printing appearing j
on documents attributable to Eric S. Galt, submitted in this .
case. A number of significant differences were noted indicating i

Page 1 (continued on next page)



this questioned hand printing may not have been prepared by 
the writer of the hand printing on documents attributable 
to Galt. ’

Q124 through Q126 are temporarily retained.
Appropriate photographs of Q124 and Q125 only have been made.

Page 2 
D-560661 IH



4/11/68

A I B T B L

TO: DIRBCTOB, FBI (U-Jtttt)
(ATTN: FBI 1ABOBATORT)

FROM: SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) (P)

SOBJ1CT: MmiM

Inclosed lor th* Bur com, liaUgliiOi and Menphis 
1* one xerox copy of Garber shipping slip *52360, Also 
enclosed for the Cleveland Division are mo copies of Gerber 
shipping slip *52360.

KATHBIM MOBSOM, Pittsburgh flats Glass Company, 
17851 N.W. Mani Ct., Msani, Fla., advised she had ordered 
sone stationery supplies free the A. 1. Garber Conpany, 
printers, Ashland, Ohio, through the Pittsburgh Plate 
Glass Co., and it arrived at Pittsburgh Plate Maas Co., 
Mani, Fla., 4/10/68.

Mrs. HOBSOM advised she opened the outer package 
and runovod one inner package and started to ranove a second 
loner package when she noticed a 3 inch by ^ inch piece of 
paper which had been ripped fron the package copy of the 
shipping bill. Witten on this slip of paper was, "Dr. Bev. 
MUN 1« UM will be dead by 4/4/68." This slip of paper 
together with the shipping bill was taped with cellophane

^4>> Bureau (lacs. 4) (BM)
v41 * Package Copy)

2 - Cleveland (Encs. 2) (BIO .
2 - Menphis (Bae. 1)
1 - Birninghan (Kne. 1) 
1 - Mad 
Ml/vjl 
(10)



3 44-1854

tap# to a package of paper pads

Mm. MOBSCMf advised the Garber shipping number is
52360 and was picked up by Baited Parcel Servite ea 4/5/68, 
and delivered as 4/10/68.

KBclosed for the FBI Laboratory are tee pieces 
of wrapping paper and a cardboard bex, described as follows:

J 1. A piece ef brown wrappi^ paper containing

•hipping slip containing the number 52360, 
a 3 inch by ^ inch slip of paper ripped from 
the shipping slip, and a piece of cellophane

6 h^ 2. A piece of brown wrapping paper with a label 
attached bearing the number 6829•

FBI Laboratory is requested to examine the hand
writing on the 3 inch by % inch slip of paper attested to 
item 1 for possible comparison purposes and to examine the 
cellophane tape on iten 1 for possible comparison pur­
poses.

Thereafter the FBI Identification Bivision is 
requested to examine these 3 items for any fingerprints•

MM*

l. Will locate and interview officials of the 
Garber Company to determine who was responsible for packing

• 2 -



ifti 44-1854

2, Will thereafter interview this individual 
and/or others to determine who wrote the rote as Mentioned 
above regarding the killing of M£HM L. KING.

- 3 -



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Laboratory Work Sheet

00: Memphis
LATENT

File # 44-38861
Lab. * D—560661 IH

Re:MURKIN
OR

Specimens submitted for examination

0125

iece of 19302 brown’ wrapping paper containing A label Rearing the number 
, & Garbar^iijping isilp '.containing the number 5236u, a three inch

slip of paper pipped from the Shipping slipband a piece of cellophane 
'tape ^ '

A piece of brown wrapping paper with a label attached bearing the number 
6829 Xn .

A cardboard box, postmarked 4-5-680126
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Laboratory Tiinsmittal Form 
7-72

_ A^^ LABORATORY ---- A.... .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

l-Mr. Rosea
(Mr. Long 2260) 

l-Mr. Conrad 
l-Mr. Mortiner 
I-Lab File

: FBI, Memphis (44-1087)

Re MURKIM 
CM 
00: Memphis

Date: April 30, I960

FBI File No. 44-38861
Bab. No. 0-561771 «

Examination requested by: Loi Anftlu

Reference*. Airtel 4/26/68

Examination requested: Document - Fingerprint

Remarks:

You will bi advised separately regarding the 
results of the fingerprint exanination and disposition of 0293 and 
0294.

Enclosures (3) (2 Lab report)

2 - Los Angelos (44-1574) Enclosures (3) (3 Lab report)

JHM:AV (10)

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE



7-1 D REPORT 
of the

.-kJ... . LABORATORY ___ A... ..

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

FBI, Memphis (44-1987)

MUREIN
CR

0-501771 JR

Specimens received 4/29/58

Q293 Air Mail envelope postmarked "LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 4B 
PM 26 FEB 1968’’ bearing typewritten address ’•TIFFANY 
ENTERPRISES. 8512 WHITWORTH DR. LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. 
90035 ’’ and typewritten return address "ERIC S. GALT 
5533-HOLLYWOOD, BLVD. HOLLYWOOD; CALIF. 90028.”

0294 Accompanying sheet of paper bearing typewritten message 
dated 2/26/68, signed "Eric 8. Galt”

Result of examination:

The typewritten impressions appearing cm 0293 and 
0294 are the same style as those appearing on itns previously 
submitted in this case attributed to Eric 8. Galt. Because of 
the lack of identifying defects, it could not be definitely 
determined whether the sane typewriter was used in preparing 
0293 and 0294 and the other items submitted, but no significant 
differences were noted.

It was concluded that the "Eric 8. Galt” signature 
on 0294 was prepared by the writer of the signature in this 
name appearing on numerous other specimens previously received.

0293 and 0294 are temporarily retained. Photographs 
wore made.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST: 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 0

Laboratory Work Sheet

Re. MURKIN
CR o x
00 s Memphis (44-1987)

Examination requested by: SAC, Los /ngeles (44-1574)

Examination requested: Document, Fingerprint

Result of Examination:

^^rW/ s^^.-^^- ^ ^. ^C.

77^* .^, /^ ‘

JUSTICE IAB FILE

Specimens submitted for examination

File #
Lab. #

44-38861
D-561771 JK

Airtel 4/26/68

Date received: 4/29/68

Examination by: Mortimer'

Q293 Air Mail envelope postmarked ”L0S ANGELES, CALIF. 4B Hi 26 FEB 
1968" bearing typewritten address "TIFFANI ENTERPRISES. 8512- 
WHITWORTH DR. LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. 900»» and typewritten return 
address "ERIC S. GALT 5533-HOLLIWOOD,BLVD. HOLLYWOOD: CALIF.
90028."

Q294 Accompanying sheet of paper bearing typewritten message dated 
2-26-68, signed "Eric S, Galt"

^^

PHOTOGRAPHED

APR 2 111
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