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2. WHORL1. LOOP

FD-258

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON, DX. 20537 

APPLICANT
To obtain classifiable fingerprints:

1. Use printer’s ink.
2. Distribute ink evenly on inking slab.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Wash and dry fingers thoroughly.
Roll fingers from nail to nail, and avoid allowing fingers to slip.
Be sure impressions are recorded in correct order.
If an amputation or deformity makes it impossible to print a finger, make a notation to that effect in the individual finger 
block.
If some physical condition makes it impossible to obtain perfect impressions, submit the best that can be obtained with a 
memo stapled to the card explaining the circumstances.
Examine the completed prints to see if they can be classified, bearing in mind the following:
Most fingerprints fall into the patterns shown below (other patterns occur infrequently and are not shown here):

3. ARCH

Law-enforcement agencies using this card for pistol permits, licenses, etc., should indi­
cate type of permit or position in space “company and address.”

Department of Defense activities and contractors initiating this card will make no 
entries in “contributor and address” and “number.” Such entries will be made 
by the Department of Defense investigative agencies concerned. Department of 
Defense activities using this card for military personnel or civilian employees will 
enter designation and address of requesting activity in “company and address.” 
Department of Defense contractors will enter contractor’s name and address in 
“COMPANY AND ADDRESS.”

The space “NUMBER” should contain the number designated for the particular case or 
code designation. The number appearing in this space will be quoted on answers 
to the fingerprint search.
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