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LATENT PRINTS SOLVE ASSASSINATION OF 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On April 4, 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. while st 
on a balcony in Memphis, Tennessee, was brutally assassina 
gunshot by an unknown assailant.

Latent fingerprints develped on a rifle, binoculars, and 
of Mexico were identified as the left thumbprint of JAMES EAR 
FBI #405942G, a Bureau fugitive. These left thumbprints 
identified through the utilization of computer technology to I 
the fingerprint records of all Bureau fugitives for compa 
Additional latent fingerprints were also identified as finger! 
of JAMES EARL RAY. I

As a result of the latent fingerprint identification!
EARL RAY was convicted of the assassination of Dr. Martin 
King, Jr., and was sentenced to ninety-nine years in prisol
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
_______ ——WASHINGTON, .D. C. 20537 ________ ••_____________

OCCUPATION EMPLOYER (if U.S. Government, indicate military (gilk serial number) or civilian employing agency.)'*
TMATTiWTIMa? ST*T$

n/a. .^rr .^JimM

RESIDENCE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED
Illinois

CURRENT ARREST OR RECEIPT
DATE ARRESTED 

OR RECEIVED

3-11-69.

^

CHARGE OR OFFENSE
(If code citation is used it should be accompanied by charge)

DISPOSITION OR SENTENCE
(List FINAL disposition only. If not now available, 
submit later on FBI Form R-84 for completion of record.)

Murder 1st Degree 99 years a

j

FOR INSTITUTIONS USE ONLY 
Sentence expires

If arrest fingerprints sent FBI previously and FBI# unknown, furnish arrest # — 
If COLLECT wire reply or COLLECT telephone reply is desired indicate here:

.Date - O

[ | Wire reply I | Telephone reply

2. TYPE or PRINT all information.

Please Paste Photograph In This Space

5.

SEND COPY TO:

Note amputations in proper finger squares.

Since photograph may become detached indicate name, 
date taken, FBI number, and arrest number on reverse 
side whether attached to fingerprint card or submitted 
later.

Indicate any additional copies for other 
agencies in space below - give their com­
plete mailing address including zip code.

INSTRUCTIONS

3.
4.

Telephone Number including area code

FORWARD ARREST CARDS TO FBI IM­
MEDIATELY AFTER FINGERPRINTING 
FOR MOST EFFECTIVE SERVICE.

REPLY WILL QUOTE ONLY NUMBER AP­
PEARING IN THE BLOCK MARKED 
‘YOUR NUMBER.*

Recorded
MAR 25 1969

IDENT. DIV. 89
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PHOTO AVAILABLE’

PALM PRINTS TAKEN?

X

IQATION, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

IF ARREST FINGERPRINTS SENT FBI PREVIOUSLY A^l^ FBI NO. UNK^WN 
FURNISH ARREST NO_____________________ DATE

STATUTE CITATION (see instructions no 9) CIT

ARREST DISPOSITION (see instruction no 5) AON

EMPLOYER: if u s government indicate specific agency.
IF MILITARY. LIST BRANCH OF SERVICE AND SERIAL NO

OCCUPATION
1^ 
CO

INSTRUCTIONS
UNLESS OTHERWISE PROVIDED BY REGULATION IN YOUR STATE. FINGERPRINTS ARE 

TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO FBI IDENTIFICATION DIVISION FORWARD IMMEDI­
ATELY FOR MOST EFFECTIVE SERVICE.
FINGERPRINTS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED BY ARRESTING AGENCY ONLY (MULTIPLE 

PRINTS ON SAME CHARGE SHOULD NOT BE SUBMITTED BY OTHER AGENCIES SUCH AS 
JAILS. RECEIVING AGENCIES ETC.) REQUESTS COPIES OF FBI IDENTIFICATION RECORD 

FOR AIL OTHER INTERESTED AGENCIES IN BLOCK BELOW GIVE COMPLETE MAILING 

ADDRESS INCLUDING ZIP CODE.
TYPE OR PRINT AU INFORMATION.
NOTE AMPUTATIONS IN PROPER FINGER BLOCKS.
LIST FINAL DISPOSITION IN BLOCK ON FRONT SIDE IF NOT NOW AVAILABLE SUBMIT 
LATER ON FBI FORM R B4 FOR COMPLETION OF RECORD. IF FINAL DISPOSITION NOT 

AVAILABLE SHOW PRE-TRIAL OR ARRESTING AGENCY DISPOSITION e g. RELEASED. 
NO FORMAL CHARGE. BAIL. TURNED OVER TO, IN THE ARREST DISPOSITION BLOCK 

PROVIDED ON THIS SIDE
MAKE CERTAIN ALL IMPRESSIONS ARE LEGIBLE. FULLY ROLLED AND CLASSIFIABLE 

CAUTION CHECK BOX ON FRONT IF CAUTION STATEMENT INDICATED BASIS FOR 
CAUTION (ICO) MUST GIVE REASON FOR CAUTION, e g. ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
SUICIDAL. ETC.
MISCELLANEOUS NUMBER (MNU) SHOULD INCLUDE SUCH NUMBERS AS MILITARY 

SERVICE PASSPORT AND OR VETERANS ADMINISTRATION (IDENTIFY TYPE OF NUM- 
BER.) .
PROVIDE STATUTE CITATION. IDENTIFYING SPECIFIC STATUTE (example Pl for PENAL 

LAW) AND CRIMINAL CODE CITATION INCLUDING ANY SUB SECTIONS 

ALL INFORMATION REQUESTED IS ESSENTIAL.
PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 (P.l. 93-579) REQUIRES THAT FEDERAL. STATE. OR LOCAL 

AGENCIES INFORM INDIVIDUALS WHOSE SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER IS REQUESTED 
WHETHER SUCH DISCLOSURE IS MANDATORY OR VOLUNTARY. BASIS OF AUTHORITY 

FOR SUCH SOLICITATION. AND USES WHICH WILL BE MADE OF IT.

^ w«5- 

^QWIti . 
cun —

J'REPLYDESIRED? YES NO
RESIDENCE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED
RIVERBEND MAXIMUM SECURITY INSTITUIIQM
7475 COCKMIL BEND IND. ROAD
NA5IMUL TN 3W-18#

SCARS. MARkS. TATTOOS. AND /

TWILL BE SENT IN ALL TO BE WANTED!

IF COLLECT WIRE OR COLLECT TELEPHONE REPLY DESIRED 
INDICATE HERE: (WIRE SENT ON AU UNKNOWN DECEASED)

SCAR-RIGHT JJAMH_

BASIS FOR CAUTION ICO

DATE OF OFFENSE DOO

MISC NO MNU

4 WIRE REPLY TELEPHONt REPLY TELEPHONE NO. AND AREA CODE

SKIN TONE SKN

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

* ^NDCOPYTO NAME ORINUMBER ANO ADDRESS

LEAVE BLANK

irU.S.G.P.0. 1990-262-201/20099
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riGATION, UNITED
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

WE [JPALM PRINTS TAKEN’

PHOTO AVAILABLE?

STATUTE CITATION (see instructions no 9) CIT

2.

3.

ARREST DISPOSITION (see instruction no. s) ADN

EMPLOYER: IF U S GOVERNMENT INDICATE SPECIFIC AGENCY.
IF MILITARY LIST BRANCH OF SERVICE ANO SERIAL NO

tor 20’91
IF ARREST FINGERPRINTS SENT FBI PREVIOUSLY ANO FBI NO UNK^QWN.
FURNISH ARREST NO_____________________ DATE 444

ZUS

OCCUPATION 0)

RESIDENCE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED
MVERBEND MAXIMUM SECURITY INSTOUUQN
7475 COCKMLL BEND IND. ROAD
NASHVILLE. TN—372W-1046

SCARS. MARKS, TATTOOS. AND X

SCAR-RIGHT HAML

BASIS FOR CAUTION ICO

DATE OF OFFENSE DOO SKIN TONE SKN

Ml SC. NO MNU

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION LEAVE BLANK

cOreplydesired? YES NO

TOM WANTED)

re i ephon e no an d area com

• UnocOPY TO NAMe OM NUMBER AND ADDRESS

-Tru.s.G.P O. 1990-262-20veoaaa

IF COLLECT WIRE OR COLLECT TELEPHONE REPLY DESIRED 
INDICATE HERE: (WIRE SENT ON AU UNKNOWN DECEASED)

WIRE REPLY TELEPHONE REPLY

INSTRUCTIONS
UNLESS OTHERWISE PROVIDED BY REGULATION IN YOUR STATE. FINGERPRINTS ARE 

TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO FBI IDENTIFICATION DIVISION FORWARD IMMEDI 
ATELY FOR MOST EFFECTIVE SERVICE
FINGERPRINTS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED BY ARRESTING AGENCY ONLY (MULTIPLE 

PRINTS ON SAME CHARGE SHOULD NOT BE SUBMITTED BY OTHER AGENCIES SUCH AS 

JAILS. RECEIVING AGENCIES ETC.) REQUESTS COPIES OF FBI IDENTIFICATION RECORD 
FOR ALL OTHER INTERESTED AGENCIES IN BLOCK BELOW GIVE COMPLETE MAILING 

ADDRESS INCLUDING ZIP CODE.
TYPE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATION
NOTE AMPUTATIONS IN PROPER FINGER BLOCKS.
LIST FINAL DISPOSITION IN BLOCK ON FRONT SIDE. IF NOT NOW AVAILABLE. SUBMIT 
LATER ON FBI FORM R-84 FOR COMPLETION OF RECORD IF FINAL DISPOSITION NOT 
AVAILABLE SHOW PRE TRIAL OR ARRESTING AGENCY DISPOSITION «.g RELEASED. 

NO FORMAL CHARGE. BAIL. TURNED OVER TO. IN THE ARREST DISPOSITION BLOCK 

PROVIDED ON THIS SIDE.
MAKE CERTAIN ALL IMPRESSIONS ARE LEGIBLE. FULLY ROLLED ANO CLASSIFIABLE.
CAUTION CHECK BOX ON FRONT IF CAUTION STATEMENT INDICATED BASIS FOR 

CAUTION (ICO) MUST GIVE REASON FOR CAUTION, e g. ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
SUICIDAL. ETC 
MISCELLANEOUS NUMBER (MNU) SHOULD INCLUDE SUCH NUMBERS AS MILITARY 

SERVICE. PASSPORT AND OR VETERANS ADMINISTRATION (IDENTIFY TYPE OF NUM 

BER.) * 
PROVIDE STATUTE CITATION. IDENTIFYING SPECIFIC STATUTE (•xompU PL for PENAL 

LAW) AND CRIMINAL CODE CITATION INCLUDING ANY SUB-SECTIONS.
ALL INFORMATION REQUESTED IS ESSENTIAL
PRIVACY ACT OF 197 4 (P.L. 93-579) REQUIRES THAT FEDERAL. STATE, OR LOCAL 
AGENCIES INFORM INDIVIDUALS WHOSE SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER IS REQUESTED 

WHETHER SUCH DISCLOSURE IS MANDATORY OR VOLUNTARY. BASIS OF AUTHORITY 

FOR SUCH SOLICITATION. AND USES WHICH WILL BE MADE OF IT.

< YREPlYWIUBeSENTIN Ml
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