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UN SUB; THREAT TO KILL MARTIN LUTHERTkING,

MIAMI ^- THREAT.
^W/y ^/^

sper— 
allahan

Mr. 
M 
Mf. 
Mr.
Mr. Conrad.
Mr. Felt-----
Mr. G
Mr.
Mr.
Mr. Tavel__
Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room— 
Miss Holmes.
Miss Gandy-------

TWO TWENTYONE SIXTYEIGHT;

AT EIGHT ZERO FIVE PM, INSTANT, ANONYMOUS TELEPHONE

RECEIVED BY MIAMI OFFICE FROM MALE CALLER. CALLER ASKED

CALL

IF

FBI AWARE MARTIN LUTHER KING IN MIAMI. CALLER STATED INTENDED

TO KILL KING AND WOULD LIKE TO BOMB ROOM OF KING AT HOTEL BUT

FEARED INJURING OTHERS.

KING STAYING SHERATON FOUR AMBASSADORS HOTEL, MIAMI.

SIMILAR CALL RECEIVED BY SWITCHBOARD OPERATOR SHERATON SH.QRTLY

BEFORE EIGHT PM INSTANT. ^ 3 *
SECRET SERVICE, OlJt€WwRFD EL^VENTH^K^^^

AUTHORITIES,..MIAMI, ANI^tf^DR^Yi.'C^F^EH SHERATON ADVISED. 

HOTEL SECURITY ADVISING KING RE THREAT

END

REC 8

SUtax
hold mxsFEB1968

ST. Up­

CC-MR. ROSEN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I 8 d 
HJ«1 30 0.9311

H OV 0 ^ 40 O>^ B9W«H H«3J
8!. W K O' 11 ^ ^^W** > ft n,

0.33H

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



eiHBSdae?

lEFE^AbE

VbB ^3308
COWWOMiCVllOMS 2EC1I0M 

ft* 2 DEbWWEMl Gt W21® 
ifor eiwwn ot imejucvuom

"’'rVi'*1

EHClbHEKED
VbB 81868

AW lETElAbE

„„,riir— twBHW®

jt VbH 8 1368

tWRIWuy rWTIWW !M»WW

GCH:cpa (?)

tOM BEA^M " IE7O ^^ Cb DEUAEBA

•y ■CObiE? ODE DUE*'? * ba

Di^rrmijiioii* bolh rocvrrx wr i: Dni^vn'

VM K?'j.rox ZKOKirXTl! r^r)M:D SHOfffT EC *1/7 EWIXJ01K

mmOK XO W!?2IBF£ 1*^1 7 niiaFHVXIOr O"' BiK 'iv/wnr

vrr sonHCE’’ (Bv^nr1 ^nfin^1 viv cmmE'/D* ;m we lm 

^ K^m ol un: ^rwmmvvi^ ;^ ki^c‘ in^mv*rA 7777-7

in Air# oil wsrnrra oz E"\i'Tr^*A ®i:;®s xv^^ 

?28wnrwiiJM 0^.7 il'u/tLill rauiEr xruf u/"K?cnr wvjeste’

WU DlffiCMK1 LHI - /

.U): MT OEM CEP /

I - ^' o'cmooxg
J - gnjjTAau
I - D^roscy

M;n*Ab" 7; *17

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1 - Mr. D( Loach
1 - Mr. R( in
1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan
1 - Mr. Martindale
1 = Mr. McDonough

April5, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

1 - Mr. Long
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Sullivan

At approximate 6:03 p. m., April 4, 1968, Martie Lather 
King, Jr,, was on a second floor balcony of the Lorraine Hotel and 
Motel, Memphis, Tennessee. King's associates, who were at the 
street level, heard a shot and King fell immediately after the shot was 
heard. Ho was taken at once to ft. Joseph BMpd where he was 
pronounced dead at 7:06 p. m. Death resulted bom ballet damage to 
molar neck vessels mid the spinal word.

Investigation indicates that the shot may have been fired 
from the second floor bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main 
Street, approximately 206 feet from where King was standing. A shot
was heard frupi the second floor st approximately 6 p. m. mid 
irnmnately titter the shot was fired, a white man left the bathroom 
and rap out of the betiding. The bathroom provides an open view of 
Klng'troom^ Oecupants of the rooming house had observed a white 
man drying# package approximately throe feet tn length and 
praillp wrapped in a piece of btamlcot. This man occupied Room 5B 
on A^U 4, MS. s& 1M 38861 "

lA. M Irmr, Miaftr t< the rooming houao, iMied 
that a white man who identified himself only asd^^PHlard and who 
gave no address, appeared at the rooming housOonKHmeWween 
3 p. m. and kN p. m., April 4, 1968, and rented Room 5B, paying 
one week's rent in advance. Room SB affords a view of the Longhfi. mm. 
Hotel and Motel. We are making every dfort to locate Willard as 
quickly as possible. so APR 5 1968

Guy WSrren Canipe, SrTToparates an amusement machine
company approximately 366 feet from King's room. At approximately 6 p. m.
he heard a noise at bls door. He looked up and saw a man walking away.

Tolson __________ ^
DeLoach ________ vb^' ^

^n 1 cc - The White House, the Attorney Gener^the Deputy Attorney General, 
caSSPePr------- Assistant Attorney General Stephen J. Pollak by routing slip dated 4/5/68.
Callahan __ :_____ «
Conrad __________
Felt____________
Gale-------------------
Rosen __________
Sullivan_________
Tavel __________-
Trotter_______X
Tele. Room __ *
Holmes_________

°6TJPR8-

WLM:vea l^f^
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MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

He then found an open carton and saw a gun barrel in the carton. A 
piece o< green cloth was wrapped around the carton and a small 
simper bag was nearby. Canipe also observed a white Mustang being 
driven away d a high rate of speed.

The items found by Canipe are presently undergoing 
exhaustive enamtnetioas in the FBI Laboratory and extensive efforts 
are being made to trace each item. The carton contained a. 30-06 
Springfield caliber Remington Gamomastor rifle, Mod# 760, serial 
number 461476. The rifle is equipped with a Redfield variable power 
telescopic sight The sippor bag contained various personal items 
including a pair of binoculars^

The bull# recovered from King’s body 1* also being examined 
by the FBI Laboratory.

Frees retorts have referred to two suspects who were 
arrested after they wore observed changing clothes in a garage. These I
mon are Manuel Marcus Lovin and Alox J. Hurdor. Both have been 
identified as civil rights workers by the Southern Christian Leadership j
Conference and have boon released. j

A full investigation torn been instituted and every effort is ,
being mado to promptly identify the person or persons responsible for ’
this murder. I
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FD-323 (Rev. 1 1-29-61)

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Atlanta, Georgia 
April 5, 1968

Title COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Character

Reference

INTERNAL SECURITY - C
RACIAL MATTERS

Atlanta Memorandum dated and captioned 
as above.

All sources (except any listed below) whose Identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. •
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

32

Atlanta, Georgia 
April 5, 1968

. 1^

COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR.
RACIAL MATTERS

adio Station WSB, Atlanta, Georgia, during a 
newscast April 5, 1968, announced that Reverend 

D. Abernathy, Vice President and Treasurer, Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), would assume 
leadership of SCLC following the assassination of Reverend 
Martin Luther King, Jr., formei' President, SCLC.

■ A confidential source advised on April 5, 1968, 
that SCLC for several years had named Abernathy to succeed 
Reverend King in the event the latter should become 
incapacitated.

In addition to his duties with SCLC, Abernathy has 
also served as pastor of the West Hunter Street Baptist 
Church, 775 Hunter Street, N. W., Atlanta.

Source furnished the following descriptive data 
concerning Abernathy:

Name Ralph David Abernathy
Sex Male
Race Negro
Age Approximately 42

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. 
your agency; 
outside your

It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
it and its ,contgn.t^ are not to be distributed 
agency
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COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING

Born 
Height 
Weight 
Education

Marital Status

Dependents 
Residence

Alabama 
5 feet 9 inches 
185 pounds 
Graduate of Alabama 
State College, 
Montgomery, Alabama 
Married (spouse - Juanita 
Abernathy, nee Jones) 
Three children 
690 Laverne Drive, N. W. 
Atlanta

2*
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date: 4/6/68 |
Transmit the following in_____________ _ ____________ _________________________________ I

(Type in plaintext or code) ” ' I
Via PMIN TEXT_______AIRTEL________________________ I

(Priority) ’ ' j

FROM

SUBJECT

DIRECTOR, FBI ATTN: FBI LABORATORY

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

Submitted herewith are additional items recovered in 
connection with the murder of Dr.MARTINLUTHE>dKING, JR.:

(1) One pair of men's shorts. (Waistband in unstretched condi­
tion, one side, measures approximately 11 3/4 inches, which 
would be waMband of approximately 23$ inches. Fully 
extended waistband measures approximately 17$ inches, one 
side or a total of 35 inches.

(2) T-shirt, size 42-44, designated "Jockey Power Knit" T-shirt, 
large size. It appears on visual examination that lower 
portion of T-shirt has been cut.

any
Laboratory requested to examine T-shirt and shorts for 

hidden laundry marks and any other examination that may help
to determine originUof garments. In connection with the laundry 
tape that appears on both the shorts and T-shirt, the number 
02B-6 appears. Since a portion of the left side of each of
these tapes is missing, the possibility that the "O" might be 
the re ^£ the letter’^T.Msr some other combinations should

Inquiry

►ked.

theInquiry of the Albany Office discloses t|at the Textile 
'In^OMaftUna Co., Syracuse, N.Y., has a representative, JOE 

COMBS, 5232 DeWh#ire Dr., OxenBill, Maryland, Tel. 301-248-6126 
in residenas^ta OwnhiLlpg COMBS reportedly has the ability to 
determine oh iwpttjtidwvi laundry marking

Marl

not this is typo tape produced, by 
product^ same. ||| /? x 1

”O . HEC.D - CIA KIPH Lt^ 
3/- Bureau (Enc.- ) /a 
1 - Albany
1 - Birmingham
2 — Mfrph'if r

*

Appn

machine

H«<D - c^u^

Sent Y
^V
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

ME# 44-1987

L&Vlf Request that Laboratory prior to conducting its examinations 
^arrange for COMBS to view tape.

T In addition, there is submitted herewith one board which is 
part of a window sill in window of bathroom at 422 J South Main, 
from which it appears that fatal shot was fired.

Laboratory requested to examine board to ascertain any 
possibility of breech powder burns or agy other identifiable 
markings that may be made by weapon in question. Possibility 
that recoil marks may appear on board. Texture of board was 
such that no Intents of significance could be developed. Suggest 
however that the Bureau reexamine for possibility Intents might 
be developed by FBI•

In nddition, there is submitted herewith five cards 
appropriately identified of variotsi latents lifted by representa­
tives of the Hemphis PB. These latents should be examined 
against any latents developed in examinations conducted by FBI.

-2-

Approved:  Sent M Per_____ ;_________ ___
Special Agent in Charge
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- . , ■ i :< •; ■* ”,7 ;;< ..... £*>

EASE TWO > ■ ^

CHICAGO THROUGH CHICAGO PD RECOW OR OIH® SOURCES 

ATTEMPT TO LOCATE WEBB AM© ESTABLISH HIS WHEREABOUTS ON 

APRIL POUR LAST. 

END. > .

GFH 

FBI WASH DC
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Mr. Tolson

FBI WASH DC

1247AM

FBI DALLAS

F 4/6/6S JDP ;

federal bureau of wwemamoN 
u. S. OF JUSTICE

COMMUNICA'

Mr. Mohr----------
Mr. Bishop-------- |
Mr. Casper .
Mr. Calla'
Mr. Conrad .
Mr. Fdt

. Gale
Mr. gpsen |JeTZ
Mr. Sullivan
Mr. Tavel........
Mr. Trotter-------
Tele. Room--------
Miss Holmes-------
Miss Gandy-------

' TO ^RECTOS, MEMPHIS AND NEW ORLEANS 
^ #M DALLAS (44-2649)

ASSASSINATION OF MARFIN LUTHER NOG, ^^ CI VIL. - RIGHTS. OO-MEMPHIS.

ON APRIL FIW LAST, yJ@E CONLEY, DEPUTY SHERIFF, POTTER CO.

SO, AMARILLO, TEXAS ADWSED ®»E DALE NEWBY WAS 'AT A PAY PHONE AND

WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK TO AN FBI -AGENT. CONTACT WAS MADE WITH

NEWBY WHO ADVISED HE HAD READ I« NEWSPAPER CONCERNING THE

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. AND BELIEVES THE MAN 

WHO MIGHT BE RESPONSIBLE’IS JAMES JOHNNY HALL. NEWBY SERVED TIME 

WITH HALL IN FCI, EL RENO-, OKLA.. HALL HAS BEEN RELEASED FROM FC I 

AND IS REPORTEDLY LIVING WIW^OTHER (NAME UNKNOWN) AT TWO NINE 

SIX ONE GROON OR GROOM ST., BAKER, LA.

NEWBY ADVISED THAT BHRlWIIHE ®’WS AT FCI EL RENO, HALL 

HAD NUMEROUS FIGHTS WITH UEG^^^^^^ID INFORMED HIM WHEN 

HE GOT OUT HE WANTED TO KILL A ’’NIGgA" AND MARTIN LUTHER KING

WAS SINGLED OUT BY HALL AS.

6 2 APR 171968

END PAGE ONE

HE FURTHER
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PAGE TWO

DL 44-2649

STAGED HA^ TOLD HIM HE MDsMUHW IF HE HAD THE CHANCE.

;' NEW% DESCRIBED HALL AS FOLLOWS: WHITE MALE, AGE TWENTY- 

THRE^OR-WENTY-FOUR, FIVE FEET FIVE OR SIX’INCHES, ONE FORTY 

LB'j^BAg WITH DARK BROWN HAIR AROUND SIDE OF HEAD, BROWN 

EYES, DAJ« COMPLEXION, SCARS ON ARMS (SUICIDAL ATTEMPTS): TATTOOS 

ON BOTH ARMS (ONE DESCRIBED AS EAGLE ON LEFT ARM).

NEWBY ADVISED THAT HALL VISITED MEMPHIS FREQUENTLY.
NEW ORLEANS AT BAKER, LA. ENDEAVOR TO ESTABLISH WHEREABOUTS 

OF HALL ON AFTERNOON OF APRIL FOUR LAST.

HALL SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS HAVING SUICIDAL TENDENCIES.

END

ELR

FBI WASH DC
CO- MR. SULLIVAN
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d MT. XOa^'''-----
Mr, D?O't”K

AW 4/6/

o0??^ J!^^ * <*wsr»mai 
k JL1 wwwareFi eCOMMUNICATI |Qff

APR 
ar

Tor hWTOR, MEMPHIS/MIXAS, AID KMOXVILLE

FROMS HEW ORLEAASd 57-10S73) ~
ASSASS I HAT IOS OF MARTIN LUTHER^JHG, JR. 00 $ MEMPHIS. 

^ /RE DAEWS TELETYPE TO 0IREC!ORf WHJS ARD HEW ORLEANS 

|{ FOK^ ^BSTAMT. ■

. RE XWOXVILLE CMHETY OM DASH TWO SIX THREE TWO) TELETYPE 

' tWh# AHO «W ORLE< WW TW IIXTYEIffllT.
; t A1*Bin^(HI ^I^'., IW&M^M RECEIVED AT-DALLAS

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.

Moa

F

Tavei
Mr. Trotter__
Tele. Room—.
Miss Holmes__
Miss Gandy___

TO

BAIER, LOBISIMA, WAS POSSIBLE SU#ECT I^ASSASSINATIOH OF 

HAi^lH Lulfet IIIS, JR, HALL O|sto HAS I»IC|

MR^lA KING, JR* WOULD ^ A GOOD "MIBBER" TO KILL.

. ^LJfPORTEPBY HOXVILLE ARRESTED 8YB0A8HTS 

At J[|6SP#, TEHRESSEE APRIL #0 SIXTY EIWTFOR BAM ROBBERY. 

HALKGHAR® BEFORE#«> STATES COMMISSI OMER SAME BATE.

OOXSlWtAT E^^ Whf #1# IF HALL IH CUSTODY 

at w r <>mMmm^ wh, jr. aw if mot

ENDEAVOR TO ESTABLISH WWREASpUTS OF HALL OH AFTERMOOH OF APRIL

raBun- ^^M/-i
MALL SHOULD BE C0MS1DERED TO HAVE RtSciDAL TEMMWIES.

^^^^^^ " "^^""^"""""“^"“^8"88"8^^B"^^BlHHHj||iimBBBnBfc«$^i$UBfli^si^p(BiH$lAl ' ^ L ' AHRIiHBNlM^A MIWBA

.SOffl^Mvj
MAPR 10 WB

FBI WASH DC

c 6 APR V1968

JU f 4^
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M^^^
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FBI KEV YORK

VIA TELETYPE

ENCIPHERED
5:10 PM URGENT 4*5-68 AVS

TO DIRECTOR, CHARLOTTE AND MEMPHIS (PLAW 

ATTENTION DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION

Mr. Tolson-----
Mr. DeLoach— 
Mr. Mohr— 
Mr. Bishop— 
Mr. Casper- 
Mr. Callahan- 
Mr. Conrad- 
Mr. Felt---- p. 
Mr. Gale—
Mr. Rosen.-kU 
Mr. Sullivan- 
Mr. Tavel -— 
Mr. Trotter—

ASSASSINATION of JUUrtBS, JR; RM,

Mira Gandy,

REMY TEL CALL TO MEMPHIS FOUR FIVE, SIXTYEIGHT,

ON APRIL FlWg INSTANT, INSPECTOR AL OWENS, NASSAU COUNTY 

POLICE BIPAWM^SUCPD)., ADVISED INFORMATION WAS RECEIVED FROM < 

A HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL RELIABLE, SOURCE, DURING ONE NINE SIXTYSIX, 

WHOSE IDENTITY 1^KNOWN ONLY TO THE NYCPD INDCATING T^HT A LETTER 

SIGNED ROB^T E. BAGWELL, REFLECTED IN PART: ” I DON BELIEVE THAT 

DOING AWAY WITH KING WOULD BE A NICE JOB TO START WITH." BAGWELL 

WAS ARRESTED OCTOBER THIRTY SIXTY SIX, WITH OTHER MMINUTEMEN BY 

NYCPD. CHARGES SUBSEQUENTLY DISMISS|^5^ /^* ^ff^/ —
BAGWELL, SUBJECT OF CHARLOTTE FILE ONE HUNDRED DASH ONE 

ZERO FOUR THREE SIX, IS DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, FIVE SEVEN,

, ASHVILLE, NORTHHUNDRED FIFTY ^t BORN

CAROLINA, HAIR BROWN, EYES HAZEL, DEEP SET, NOSE SMALL, MOUTH

END PAGE ONE

CORR L7 W -DO"

flpg APR 171968
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PAGE TWO

SMAALL NARROW, CHIS SQUARE, EARS SMALL, COMPLEXION DARK, SWARTHY. 

TATTOOS -CROSS, "BORN TO RAISE HELL," SKULL AD CROSS BONES, 

WITH SNAKE RUNNING THROUGH, WITH INTIALS BSRP. LOCATION OF

TATTOOS NOT KNOWN,

^HARWITE. AT CHARLOTTE, N. C. THROUGH INTERVIEW

©ETELINE AND ADVISE OF BAGWELL’S WHEREABOUTS At TIME OF ASSASSINATION

OF MARTIN fUTHER KING.
END^

WA... ® ' ' . ' ' ; '

WA...2/-,/6

WA WILL YOU PLS ACK FOR NUMBER OP

FJB

FBI WASH DC

C C ’
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J f' UNSUB, AKA JOHN WILLARD; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -

VICTIM, CR. 00: MEMPHIS.

RE MEMPHIS TELS APRIL FIVE LAST.

CEDERTOWN, GA. TEL. NO. SEVEN FOUR FIGHT DASH NINE 

TERO NINE SIX LISTED TO CITY PACKAGE SHOP, MAIN STREET, 

CEDARTOWN, GA. WILLIAM GOLDEN, PROPRIETOR ADVISED SHERMAN 

SANDERS IN SHOP AFTERNOON APRIL FIVE, USED TELEPHONE. AFTER 

HANSING UP, OPERATOR CALLED PACK AND GOLDEN BROUGHT SANDERS PACK 

TO PHONE. STATED SANDERS WAS DRUNK.

' AGENTS WENT TO HOME OF SANDERS. HIS WIFE WAS OUT SIDE

OF HOME. SHE SAID SANDERS WAR VERY DRUNK, HAD LOCKED HER 

OUT OF HOUSE, AND HAD GUN. AGENTS WERE ARLE TO GET INTO HOUSE 

A!T GET GUN AWAY FROM SANDERS. HE ADMITTED HF WAS IN CITY 

PACKAGE SHOP IN AFTERNOON BUT DENIED MAKING TELEPHONE CALL.

DOTS NOT KNOW CHARLES WADELL WILSON BUT K ARLES WENDELL

WILSON AND BUD DAWSON. DENIES ANY KNOWLEDGE TN’STANT MAll RR.

SANDER’S WIFE STATED WHEN HF IS DRUNK, HF DOES CRAfT“^

THING AFO dcfs pqt REMEMBER THEM. AHE STATED HE WAS PI^8 ^^ ^ ^^

END PAS’7 O^F.

3 GAPS 171968

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Apr 8 l#e$O

U. S. DEPT.OF JUSTICE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO..

CEDARTWON ALL DAY APRIL FOUR. OTHER INVESTIGATION REFLECTS 

SANDERS DID NOT REPORT TO WORK EVENING APRIL FOUR BUT CALLED 

SUPERVISOR AND STATED WAS HAVING CAR TROUBLE. NEIGHTBOR STATES 

WAS IN CEDARTOWN ELEVEN PM APRIL FOUR.

; CHILES WENDELL WILSON ARRESTED ABOUT ONE MONTH AGO 

AS UFAPe^UBJECT AND BELIEVED STILL IN CUSTODY. THIS BEING 

CHECK oJr.

CHARLES HAYNES, CALLOWAY GARDEN APARTMENTS, ATHENS IS 

TWENTY C^g YEAR OLD GRADUATE STUDENT AT UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA. 

HAS NO KNOWLEDGE INSTANT MATTER AND DOES NOT KNOW SANDERS OR 

OTHER INDIVIDUALS.

PUD DAWSON NOT AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW. HOWEVER, 

SEVERAL NEIGHTBORS SAW HIM IN CEDARTOWN DURING AFTERNOON AND 

EVENING APRIL FOUR.

IN VIEW OF FOREGOING, NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING 

CONDUCTED THIS FACET. .

END...

ELR Ur M MVAN
FBI WASH DC '
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4*7-68

Aimt AIRMAIL

TO: SAC, MQtraiS 

ISOM: SAC. ST. LODIS (44-775) (P)

Re BL Teletype to Bureau end Memphis, 4-7-68

Inclosed for Memphis Division is five copies 
of photograph of BOU AM IM IRAMKLIM GIBBOH, Imperial 
Viaard, Oaarfc Alaa of Kiaaoari.

l|W 3

X- Meaphis (one 8)tiECJ 
i Cp- Bureau (iafo)

J - St. Louis .
JAFsJaf

: olw
; 7 0 APR 121338

1 6 APR 9 1968

1
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OPTIONAL FORM HO. 10
MAT 1962 EDITION 
OSA GEN. KEG. NO. 27

3010-106

TO :

FROM .

SUBJECT:

/ I

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
Mr. DeLoach

Bishop __________
Casper __________
Callahan ________

Sullivan --------------
Tavel ___________

DATE; 4/8/68

Mr, Fred Ramsey, a former NBC producer who is known 
to Leinbaugh in my office, called this afternoon regarding captioned 
case. Ramsey said that several years ago he had co-produced a TV 
documentary regarding Neshoba County, Mississippi, and the Miburn 
case. Ramsey said he spent some time interviewing ’’Preacher” 
Killen (Reverend Edgar Roy Killen) and his three sons. Ramsey said 
the three Killen boys would be in their late 20's or early 30's and he 
said all of them had very prominent noses and he felt the artist's 
conception in this case bore a resemblance to ’’Preacher” Killen's 
sons. Ramsey said he specifically recalled that all three of the 
Killen boys considered King as the most dangerous man in the country 
and they all made comments to the effect that sooner or later he had 
to be killed.

RE COMMENDATION

It is recommended that this memorandum be referred to 
the General Investigative Division and that appropriate instructions be 
issued to the Jackson Office to check out the three sons of ’’Preacher” 
Killen as possible suspects in the slaying of King.
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WASHINGTON —07— 415 PM B

URG 4-9-68

VIA TELETYPE

*6

ENCIP
APR 9 1968

RED
) DIRECTOR, RICHMOND, MEMPHIS AND CHARLOTTE PLAINTEXT

FROM NEWARK (44-854)

RE RICHMOND TEL TO BUREAU APRIL NINE SIXTY EIGHT RE

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.
Mr. 
Mr.

Tolson
DeLoach —
Mohr
Bishop___
Casper___
Callahan....

r. Conrad_____
r. Felt________
r^Gale .......^^
PflisenJiC-
r. Sullivan___

Mr. Tavel_____
Mr. Trotter
Tele. Room______
Miss Holmes____
Miss Gandy_____

SUSgECT ULSTER FORSYTHE,
S RICHMOND SHOULD REFER TO CASE CAPTIONED LESTER IRVING 

FolsYTHjl JR., AKA-FUGITIVE, PV, 00 RICHMOND, RICHMOND FILE

SEVENTY SIX DASH ONE FIVE NINE ZERO, BUFILE SEVENTY SIX DASH TWO

FOUR SEVEN FOUR TWO; FBI NUMBER EIGHT TWO EIGHT FOUR SEVEN FOUR A.

P.O. BOX TWELVE, CALDWELL, NJ, IS HAILING ADDRESS FOR

UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC. PARER UKA, END PARES, IN N.J.

LESTER FORSYTHE IS NOT KNOWN TO NEWARK AS BEING ANYONE

CONNECTED WITH UKA, AND INDICES NEGATIVE EXCEPT FOR ABOVE
REF|gENCE^

BrICH^D, AT STAUNTON, VA., EXHIBIT PHOTO OF LESTER IRVING

F0R9^E,4jR. TO ROBERT JONES, TO DETERMINE IF IDENTICAL TO

* NEWMgg WILL ATTEMPT TO INTERVIEW JOHN BEHRINGER, GRAND

DRAGON OF UKA IN N.J., UNDER SUITABLE PRETEXT GN APRIL TEN

NEXT TO FURTHER IDENTIFY SUSPECT.

MAIL COPY TO BIRMINGHAM WITH COPY OF RE TEL. 
END

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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COMMUNICATION SKTIOH 
AR

Mr- DeLoach.
Mr. Mohr-----
Mr. Bishop—
Mr. Casper— 

. Callahan.
Mr. Conrad-

FBI WASH DC

FROM MEMPHIS 4W9ST IP

osen 
Mr. Sullivan____  
Mr. Tavel__ 
Mr. Trotter.. 
Tele. Room— 
Miss Holmes 
Min Gandy

RE KANSAS CITY TEL DATED APRIL EIGHT, SIXTYEIGHT, TEH 

EIGMTEEH PM^O BUREAU, MEMPHIS, SALT LAKE CITY, AO BOSTON.

EXTENSIVE FUGITIVE INV^TIGATION BEING REQUESTED INSTANT 

CASE li gpUMglOH WITH ROBERT BOLIVAR DE PUGH AND WALTER PATRICK 

PEYSON/^RUTH A&G1TIVES IN A BR CONSPIRACY CASE IN WHICH SEATTLE 

ORIGIN. *S0GG®’ BUREAU, IF NOT ALREADY HANDLED, COMPARE PRINTS 

OF THESE TWO FUGITIVES WITH LAtENTS INSTANT CASE. IN EVENT THEY

CAN BE ELIMINATED ON BASIS OF PRINTS, FUGITIVE INVESTIGATION RE 

THESE TWO SUBJECTS CAN BETTER BE HANDLED IN THEIR OWN FUGITIVE

CASES. P. END

BJP 

FBI WASH DC
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5 31 PM

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
APR 61968

TELETYP

IMMEDIATE 4/6/68 CAH

Mr. 
Mr. 
M 
M 
Mr. 
Mr.

Felt.

Miss Holmes.
Miss Gandy_

ale

Mr. Tolson 
Mr. DeLoach. 
Mr. Mohr_  
Mr. Bishop.. 
Mr. Casper.. 
Mr. Callahan___ , 
Mr. Conrad______

hvan. 
TaveL___ 
Trotter_

if

TO MECTOR, KWPHIS, AND PHOENIX .

FROM /NEV HAVEN *(157-818) (Pr

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER XING.-JR. RM

FOLLOWING FURNISHED BY .DETECTIVE RUSSELL HUGHES, WEST

HARTFORD, CONN., PCW DEPARTMENT, THIS DATE.

WILLIAM LESLI EWILLARD, >ORN

HARTFORD, CONN., RESItpT FIVE SEVEN RAYMOND, ROAD, WEST

HARTFORD, CONN.; HARTFORD. POLICE DEPT., NUMBER FOUR FOUR TWO 

FOUR NINE, SIX FEET TW«ES, ONE HUNDRED NINETY POUNDS, BROWN

HAIR, AND AT TIMES WEARS MASSESy PRESENTLY SOUGHT AS CHECK

ASSER. DISCHARGED UNITfr WATWiAW ■BECAUSE OF MENTAL CONDITION.

ABOUT ONE YEAR AGO KNOWN TO HAVE PURCHASED AND EXCHANGED RIFLES 
£ V OU r —— —

AND SHOTGUNS AT SEARS ROEBUCK ST^E, 'VEST HARTFORD.

WILLARD LEFT RESIDENCE THREE TO FOUR WEEKS AGO AND NOT ...

HFARD FROM UNTIL NIGHT OF APRIL FIVE, LAST, WHEN HE CALLED HIS^>x

6 2 APR 171968
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PAGE TWO

MOTHER IN WETHERSFIELD, COOT., SEEKING FUNDS TO TRAVEL HOME ON 

APRIL SIX, INSTANT. <W KNOWN IF MOTHER SENT HIM. MONEY. FAMILY 

INTENDS TO COMMIT HIM TO MENTAL INSTITUTION WHEN HE RETURNS 

HOME. HE TOLD MOTHER HE WAS AT YUMA, ARIZONA, AND RECENTLY 

DISCHARGED FROM HOSPITAL FOLLOWING A FALL.

DETECTIVE HUGHES STATED WILLARD CLOSELY RESEMBLED ARTIST’S 

CONCEPTION OF UNSUB WHTCH APPEARED IN HARTFORD PAPER THIS DATE 

AND SIGNIFICANT THAT UBSUB USED NAME JOHN WILLARD WHEN HE 

RENTED ROOM IN MEMPHIS.

PHOTO OF WILLARD SENT MEMPHIS.

PHOENIX AT YUMA, ARIZONA, ^ FOR RECORD

OF WILLARD AS TO-BATES OF HOSPITALIZATION.

NEW HAVEN INDICES NEGATIVE.

END. . . ' -

GFH

FBI WASH DC tfl^tt,!!
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VIA TELETYPE
APR 9 196^

enciphered

WA20 

43W1JRGEIIT 4-9-68 MMS 

^0.. DIRECTOR, BIRMINGHAM, 

AUD MEMPHIS PLAINTEXT

LOS ANGELES (44-1574)

Mr. Tolson.____
Mr. DeLoach------
Mr. Mohr
Mr. Bishop_____
Mr. Casper
Mr. Callahan___
Mr. Conrad....... -
Mr. Felt_______ ,
Mr. Gal^^-Z
Mr. RosM^wr:
Mr. Sullivan____
Mr. Tavel___ __
Mr. Trotter_____
Tele. Room_____  
Mias Holmes____
Miss Gandy-------

FROM.. MEW YORK (44-1609) IP

RE LOS ANGELES TEL TO THE BUREAU APRIL EIGHT LAST.

ROTH PETERSON, MOTHER OF ALAN ROY PETERSON, CONFIRMED

ALAN TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED HER MORNING OF APRIL EIGHT

LAST TO DETERMINE WHY FBI TRYING TO CONTACT HIM. SHE

STATES ALAN FORWARDS ALL HIS MAIL TO HER WHICH CONSISTS

OF ONLY CHURCH BULLETINS. SHE STATES NEITHER
SHE NO^ ALAN’S FATHER HAVE ANY BROTHERS OR SISTERS, THEREFORE

ALAN HAS NO COUSINS. SHE KNOWS OF NO ONE OTHER THAN

HERSELF WHO COMMUNICATES WITH ALAN PETERSON.

«UJXL#JL£ldui^^

END

HWL

FBI WASH DC

66APR17A968
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FBI WASH DC

Mr. DeLoach—
Mr. Mohr— i 
Mr. Bishop-....— !
Mr. Casper-----— 
Mr. Callahan— , 
Mr. Conrad——— z 
Mr. Felt-------- —<
Mr.
Mr. W^UE— ■
Mr. Sullivan  
Mr. Tavel- , —
Mr. Trotter — 
Tele. Room — 
Miss Holmes....— 
Miss Gandy—

FEDERAL BUREAU OF lUVf^TiSATION 
U S DEPARTMENT Of WST1CE

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

FBI MOBILE

$f 334 PM

TO IRECW, MEMPHIS (44-1987), BIRMINGHAM AUD BALLAS

FROM MOBILE CI57-te7)

NT 4/9/GR AAH

OH JAN. EIGHTEEN, SIXTVFIVE, WHEN MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 

WAS LEADING VOTER REGISTRATION ACTIVITIES AT SELMA, ALA., ONE

JIJW«^gJLJfi81W TO THE ALBERT MOTEL, SELMA, WHERE 

KING WAS STAYING, AND PHYSICALLY ASSAULTED KING WITH A BLOW TO 

THE RIGHT SIDE OF HIS HEAD. ROBINSON, AT THAT TIME ALLEGEDLY AN

AFFILIATE OF THE NATIONAL STATES RIGHTS PARTY.

ROBINSON ALSO^SAOLTED FORMER SA DANIEL D. DOYLE, FBI, AT

R. §|VEN, SIXTYFIVE, AND WAS CHARGED WITH VIOLATION 

rSEqtfOH ONE ONE ONE AND SIX FOUR ONE. SUBSEQUENTLY 

AUG. THIRTYONE* SIXTYSIX FOUND NOT GUILTYROBINSON TRI

SELMA, ALA.,

TITLE EIGHTE

IN JORY TRIAL?

IN VIEW OF ABOVE, MOBILE FEELS ROBINSON SHOULD BE *—
. a APR 10 1968

CONSIDERED LOGICAL SUSPECT INi

ROBINSON DESCRIBED AS WM

KING. 

BOR N [

END PAGE ONE

6 2 APR 171968
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PAGE TWO

AT BONHAM, TEX., SIX FOOT-OWE AW OWE HALF INCHES TALL, ONE SIXTY 

LBS., BROWN HAIR, BLUE EYES, SLENDER BUILD. ROBINSON HAS FBI NO. 

TWO TWO NINE SEVEN ONE D.

ROBINSON REST DEB AT FIVE TWO EIGHT AU. AVE., SELMA, AU., 

APR. TWENTYONE, SIXTYFIVE, AND IN INTERVIEW-ADMITTED MEMBERSHIP 

IN NSRP, STATING HE SERVED AS NSRP ORGANIZE IN DALLAS. ROBINSON’S 

UST KNOWN ADDRESS WAS GARLAND, TEXAS.

SUBSEQUENT TO ABOVE ASSAULT, ROBINSON IS KNOWN TO HAVE 

BEEN IN BIRMINGHAM, ALA., AREA WHERE HE VAS AR ASSOCIATE OF J. B. 

STONER.

BIRMINGHAM WILL ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE IF ROBINSON IN BH

AREA AND REVIEW THEIR FILE ONE FIVE SEVEN DASH EIGHT SIX SEVEN 

FOR LOGICAL INVESTIGATION TO LOCATE ROBINSON.

DALLAS WILL REVIEW FILES EIGHT NINE DASH FOUR HINE AND ONE 

FIVE S#l DASH TWO ONE FIVE IN AN EFFORT TO DETERMINE ROBINSON’S 

LOCATION DURING PERTINENT PERIOD.

MOBILE AT SELMA, AU., WILL CONTACT LOGICAL SOURCES IN AN 

EFFORT TO DETERMINE IF ROBINSON IN SELMA AREA DIKING PERTINENT 

PERIOD.
END /

CAB

FBI WASH DC
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