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Impetus Lost
Eﬂ Manhunt
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10 Days After Murder &f

Dr. King, Clues Seem
~ To Have Narrowed

By JAMES KILLPATRICK
Within minutes after
Martin Luther King Jr.
gunned down, police
enough clues
seemed — to solve a dozen

- crimes.
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The attorney general of the
United States came to Mem-,
phis the next day and talked'

about an imminent arrest.

But 10 days now have passed
and the glimpses through the
tight screen of security put up
by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation show that many

. of the clues may not be what
i they first appeared.

Dr. King’s body was still on

i the balcony of the Lorraine

Motel where a 30-caliber bullet

. had slammed him backward at

"6:01 p-m. Thursday when re-

ports of the evidence began to
+ pile up.

A white man had come down
the stairs from the rooming
house at 4181442214 South
Main, -and had dropped a rifle,
a pair of binoculars, and a
small bag containing some
clothing in a doorway. The
man climbed into a white 1566
Mustang parked on Main and
#ped off nerth.

‘s Police had a good descrip-
i tlon of the man.

He was 30 to 32 years old, 5
feat 10 inches tall, weighing
&53: 185 pounds, with hair
¥arausly  deseribed as from
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| L) enclosures t6 __ Bureau ‘
10 go with Los Angoles -repm ~lotter alrttel
dated___ 4/15/68 , described as:

L copies of additional FD- 3u2 reflecting info of positive nature.
Mater:.al concerning Home Serw\r:.ce Laundry & Dry Cleaning.

Re: JKIN

Los Angeles file number lﬂl—l‘i'ﬂ# :
‘ BU fiie number 44 -38861

¢
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N s - M 3?‘
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FBI

[
l
|
|
~ |
. | .. Date:  }/15/68 i
|
Transmit the following in (Type in plaintext or code) :
, AIRTEL ATR MAIL - REGISTERED |
Via (Priority) I .
_____________ b
____________________________________ -
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (L44-38861)
FROM @ _SAC;-EOS ANGELES (LA4-1571)
SUBJEC’ICS MURKIN- |
Re Los Angeles airtel dated 4/14/68 forwarding
FD-302s,
Enclosed for the Bureau are four (L4) copies of
an additional FD-302 reflecting information of a positive
nature. The material concerning the Home Service Laundr
and Dry Cleaning previously furnished the Bureau on 4/12/68
for laboratory examination.
| / B
[lat v~ gone
LA Int 10, B8 6L Q{lléz.f Reg, , HY3Y
KEL)bo ¢ 6F /2/\\ Lo w LT
! ENorosea
. » el Nt s,
3 - Bureau (Encls. 4) (RM) 12 APR 30 1958
‘ 2 - Los Angeles
/a1 i‘rv T -
WBN/d1lp .
() LOSURE 41y

BENAT S 1968

Approved; _ i Sent : M Per
‘ Special Agent in Charge
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

¢ o

ﬁ‘é*—“—"‘ L -
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 .

Date . U4/12/68
Records of the Home Service Laundry and Dry

Cleaning, 5280 Hollywood Boulevard, were inspected in the

presence of LOUILS PUTERMAN. The following records were

located:

Item No. 1 Cleaning Invoice No, 7418, white copy,
dated March 11, 1968, customer E. GALT;
articles to be cleansd two pants, blue and
brown.

Item No. 2 Yellow copy of Cleaning Invoice No. 7418

: with same information as Item No. 1.

Iten No. 3 Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices Numbers
Thi7, 7418, Th19.

Ttem No. 4 Cash register tape, dated March 14, 1968 -
Thursday, in total amount of $83.26.

Item No. 5 University Notebook, with customers names.

Item No. 6 Laundry 1list, upper portion only, number 2646,
with the name, E. GALT.

Item No. 7 Cleaning Invoice No. 5949, white copy, dated
February 23, 1968, customer GALT; article
to be cleaned onepant. :

Item No., 8 Pink copieg of Cleaning Invoices numbers
5948, 5949, 5950.

Item No. 9 Laundry 1list, upper portion only, number 1939,
with the name, E. GALT, and mark GALT,

Item No. 10 Laundry 1list number 2311, with the name GALT,
and mark: GALT,

Item No. 11 Laundry list number 2246, with the name E.
GALT

Item No. 12 Cleaning Invoice No. 5697, white copy, dated
January 23, 1968, customer E. GALT; articles
to be cleaned one sport coat, one slack.

Item No. 13 Cleaning Invoice number 8455, yellow copy,
dated February 8, 1968, customer GAULT; articles
to be cleaned one pair pants, two ties.

Item No. 14 Cleaning Invoice No. 5589, white copy, dated
January 16, 1968, customer E. GALT:; articles
sto be cleaned one tie, one palr blue slacks.

On 4/12/68 .. ~Los Angeles, California gy, Los Angeles 44-1574

SAS FRANCIS G. KAHL and

by RICHARD H. ROSS /pjc Date dictated 4/12/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Item No. 15

Ttem No. 16

Item No. 17

Item No. 18

Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices 5588, 5589,
5590.

Laundry list number 2851, with the name
GAULT, and mark: GALT

Laundry list number 3065, with Thermo Seal
sticker 02B-6 with the name E., GALT.

Textile Marking Machine Company, Thermo
Seal instruction book with warranty for
Thermo Seal Machine, Serial No. 31454,

dated March 21, 1960.

1
n
]
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date h/12/68

Records of the Home Service Laundry and Dry
Cleaning, 5280 Hollywood Boulevard, were inspected in the
presence of LOUIS PUTERMAN. The following records were

located:
Item No. 1 Cleaning Invoice No. T418, white copy,

‘ dated March 11, 1968, customer E. GALT;
articles to be cleandd two pants, blue and
brown. -

Item No. 2 Yellow copy of Cleaning Invoice No. 7418
with same information as Item No. 1.
Item No. 3 Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices Numbers
THLT, TH18, Th19.
Item No. 4 Cash register tape, dated March 14, 1968 -
Thursday, in total amount of $83.26.
Item No. 5 ' University Notebook, with customers names.
Item No. 6 Laundry 1list, upper portion only, number 2646,
with the name, E. GALT.
Item No. 7 Cleaning Invoice No. 5949, white copy, dated
February 23, 1968, customer GALT; article
to be cleaned onepant.
Item No. 8 Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices numbers
5948, 5949, 5950.
Item No. © Laundry 1list, upper portion only, number 1939,

' with the name, E. GALT, and mark GALT.

Ttem No. 10 Laundry list number 2311, with the name GALT,
and mark: GALT.

Item No. 11 Laundry list number 2246, with the name E,
GALT

Item No. 12 Cleaning Invoice No. 5697, white copy, dated
January 23, 1968, customer E. GALT; articles
to be cleaned one sport coat, one slack

Ttem No. 13 Cleaning Invoice number 8455, yellow copy,
dated February 8, 1968, customer GAULT; articles
to be cleaned one palr pants, two ties.

Item No. 14 Cleaning Invoice No. 5589, white copy, dated
January 16, 1968, customer E. GALT; articles
*to be cleaned one tie, one palilr blue slacks.

On L/12/68 .. Los Angeles, California pj, s LOs Angeles 44-157L
SAS FRANCIS G. KAHL and
by RICHARD H. ROSS /pjc Date dictated L/12/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not Lo be distributed outside your agency.
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Item No. 15
Item No. 16
Ttem No. 17
Item No. 18

Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices 5588, 5589,
5590.

Laundry list number 2851, with the name
GAULT, and marks GALT

Laundry 1list number 3065, with Thermo Seal
sticker 02B-6 with the name E. GALT.

Textile Marking Machine Company, Thermo
Seal instruction book with warranty for
Thermo Seal Machine, Serial No. 31454,

dated March 21, 1960.

- 2 w
w——e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



R e R e S o S N e A~ AH

Q

oo D222 (Rev. 4-15-64)
= .."l»; _,&?‘» 2

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date L/12/68

Records of the Home Service Laundry and Dry
Cleaning, 5280 Hollywood Boulevard, were inspected in the
presence of LOULS PUTERMAN. The following records were

f located:

? ITtem No. 1 Cleaning Invoice No. 7418, white copy,

: dated March 11, 1968, customer E. GALT;
articles to be cleangd two pants, blue and
brown.

Item No. 2 Yellow copy of Cleaning Invoice No. 7418
with same information as Item No. 1.
Z Item No. 3 Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices Numbers
THLT, Th18, 7419, .
Item No. 4 Cash register tape, dated March 14, 1968 -
Thursday, in total amount of $83.26.
Item No. 5 University Notebook, with customers nanes.
Item No. 6 Laundry list, upper portion only, number 2646,
: with the name, E. GALT. ’
Item No. 7 Cleaning Invoice No. 5949, white copy, dated
February 23, 1968, customer GALT; article
to be cleaned onepant.
Item No. 8 Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices numbers

i 5948, 5949, 5950.
: Item No. 9 Laundry 1list, upper portion only, number 1939,
with the name, E. GALT, and mark GALT.

Item No. 10 Laundry list number 2311, with the name GALT,
and mark: GALT,

Item No. 11 Laundry 1list number 2246, with the name E.
GALT

Item No. 12 Cleaning Invoice No. 5697, white copy, dated
January 23, 1968, customer E. GALT; articles
to be cleaned one sport coat, one slack:

Item No. 13 Cleaning Invoice number 8455, yellow copy,
dated February 8, 1968, customer GAULT; articles
to be cleaned one pair pants, two ties.

Item No. 14  Cleaning Invoice No. 5589, white copy, dated
January 16, 1968, customer E. GALT; articles
sto be cleaned one tie, one pair blue slacks.

On L/12/68 ,, - Los Angeles, California ... Los Angeles 44-157k

SAS FRANCIS G. KAHIL and
) by RICHARD H. ROSS /pjc

Date dictated h/12/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the BT and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Item No. 15 Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices 5588, 5589,
5590.

Item No. 16 Laundry list number 2851, with the name
GAULT, and mark: GALT

Item No. 17 Laundry list number 3065, with Thermo Seal
sticker 02B-6 with the name E., GALT.

Item No. 18 Textile Marking Machine Company, Thermo
Seal ingtruction book with warrant{ for
Thermo Seal Machine, Serial No. 31454,
dated March 21, 19690.

”?;"
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|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Date: 4/25/68 !
|
|
1
|
|
|

FBI
Transmit the following in TTyme Tn plaimiont or oode)
Via ’AIRTEL

(Priority)

" FRoOM: SAC, ATLANTA(44-2386) (P) A @
SUBJECTE

(00: MEMPHIS)

Re»Atlanta‘teletype summary to Bureau, 4/24/68,

- Enclesed for Bureau are three copies of insert
reflecting interview with LEWIE RAYH@BID DOWDA,

. Qne @py of above insert being furnished to Miami
and Memphis. = for information. Tweo copies of insert furnished
to St; Louis and San Diego.  Six copies of insert furnished
to Kansas City. '

In addition to leads previously set out in ratel,
the- fell@mﬁg offices are requested to conduet the :Eellming
investigation: :

/@-— Bureau (Enc. 3)
- Kansas City (Enc. 8).

REC 15
1 - Memphis (Emc. 1) : / <4
%  San Dicge (Env. 2) /‘/ i’;g 5 éﬁ /- 242

- 8t, Leuis (Enc, 2)
2 - Atlanta e 16 APR 29 1968

Approved | ) Sent M Per
iSpecial Agent in Charge
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AT 44-2386

At Jeffexs@n'eity, Missouri:

1) ©  Wwill, at Missouri State Penitentiary, determime
frem medieal records type rash JAMES EARL RAY had on side
of head and medication preseribed. for. RAY,

2) ' Cheek corresponsdénce file to determine if RAY
has any approved cerrespondence which may identify girl friends
- BAY talksd about,

3) Attempt to determine supplier of narcotiecs to RAY
‘while RAY in prison and attempt to develop information comcerning
‘RAY's outside source of income, as RAY may now attempt teo :
contact thése persons.

4) Ascertain present whereabouts. of immate JERRY WHITE,

5) Through sources at prison, evaluate information
furnished by DOWDA,

At Kansas City, Missouri:

Attempt to locate bar known as Gaslight, to determine
i! subjeet RAY is known there and attempt to determine identi ty
of girl. RAY met there,

At Celumbia,-nissouri:

Centact bans in vieinity of college and determine if
subaect RAY known as well as attempt to learn 1dent1ty of girl
RAY had met in this area,

- At Lake Ozark, Missouri:

o will, threugh.sourees, attempt to identify narcetics
pushers and thrbaghAthem determine if subject has ‘been in this
area,

SAN DlEG@

- At Pales Verdes, Galiiarﬁiaz‘

" Will lecate BOB GRAHAM and intervi@w'a@nc@rnang
DOWBA's visit Thanksgiving 1967; determine if DOWD
any remarks comcerning contact with RAY or anyone else
“dim Califernia. - .

as?m

2025 RELEASE UNDERE. O 14176



| e

AT 44-2386

- ST, LOUIS

St, Louis, Hisseur1.

Will attempt to locate bar kmown as Gaslight'
to determine if RAY is known at this bar and identity

* .of RAY's girl friend.

, B
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AT 44-2386
JTB:bjc
l .

On April 24, 1968, SAs JAMES RICHARD FLICK,
JOSEPH G, SHEA, and JACK T. BEVERSTEIN interviewed LEWIE
RAYMOND DOWDA, an inmate at the Cobb County Jail, Marietta,
Georgia. DOWDA advis ed he was formerly incarcerated at the
Missouri State Prison, Jefferson City, Missouri. He stated
whlle at the Missourl State Prison, he was acqualnted for
approximately three years with JAMES EARL RAY, a fellow
inmate. DOWDA advised he was released from the Missouri
State Prison on December 23, 1966, and JAMES EARL RAY was
8till incarcerated. He stated he had been the chief cook
at the Missourl State Prison and RAY worked as a bread
slicer,

DOWDA advised RAY was the type person the other
inmates did not "mess with." He described RAY as a "loner"
who usually initiated the conversatlion 1f he wanted to talk
to anyone. He stated that RAY spoke in & mild, low tone and
when angry would speak even softer. He stated he had never
known RAY to become excited and shout. To his knowledge,
he has never known RAY to smoke. He stated RAY had a falr
complexion, which was blotchy, having pimples around the
lower portion of his face. He stated RAY had a rash on the
right side of his head during the entire time he had known
RAY and RAY would scratch this rash. He stated this rash
was very noticeable due to the type of haircut in the
Penltentliary and RAY put some type of salve on this rash,
He stated RAY's hair was lightly streaked with gray. He
advised the only scar he can recall which RAY had was a
large burn scar on hils forearm, side unrecalled. He
stated this scar was located near the wrist. He stated
RAY had dingy teeth.

DOWDA advised RAY always talked about '"running

around" in St. Louis, Missouri. He normally talked about
two girl friends, one of these he had met at the (Gaslight

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




AT 44-2386
JTB:bjc

2

(a bar) located in either St. Louis or Kansas City. DOWDA
stated the other girl was a glrl RAY had met around the
college at Columbla, Missouri, and it was his impression
this girl had worked in a tavern there.

DOWDA advised RAY, while in prison, wore a ring
on his left hand which wags made at the Penitentiary,
having been made from white metal with raised lnitials.

He stated RAY never smiled, but when he smiled, it looked
like a smirk. He advised RAY was clean and not sloppy

in his dress. He described RAY as an avid reader and
considered RAY to be intelligent. He advised RAY partic-
ipated in softball games as a pitcher and would watch all
of the baseball games at the Penitentiary, however, he

had never heard RAY speak of professional baseball.

DOWDA stated that some time in 1966, a group
of Black Muslims had petitioned for the right to have
their own religious services. He stated the Muslims would
congregate in groups and that a subsequent search of the
Negro prisoners had uncovered a large cache of weapons.
DOWDA stated the white prisoners then armed themselves and
there was a riot at the prison. DOWDA stated three Negro
prisoners were killed. DOWDA stated he would not say RAY
had knifed these Negro prisconers, but did say that if RAY
had not knifed them, he definitely knew who had killed them.

DOWDA stated RAY definitely was a racist and
hated Negroes. He stated RAY had made the statement and
firmly believed that all the Negro prisoners inside the
Penitentlary should be killed. He stated RAY had on
several occaslons made the statement that if the price were
right, he would kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DOWDA stated
he does not recall ever hearing anything which would indicate
a "contract" was out for the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O.‘ 14176




AT 44-2386
JTB:bjec
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DOWDA advised he would not be surprised if JAMES EARL RAY
was the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, however, he does
not belleve RAY would have killed KING without being

pald for it.

DOWDA stated approximately four months before
he, DOWDA, was released RAY had attempted to escape from
the Missouri State Prison by golng out of the prison behingd
the ovens in the prison bakery. He stated RAY was appre-
hended and RAY had broken his arm in this escape attempt.
He stated RAY had talked about escaping from the Penitentlary
prior to this. DOWDA advised he does not belleve RAY returned
from maximum security confinement prior to DOWDA's release
from prison.

DOWDA stated whlle in prison, RAY was particularly
interested in Western music., He stated he does not recall
RAY ever mentioning anything about dancing. He stated that
during this period a number of orchestras from the Lake of
the Ozarks had played at the State Prison and RAY would
never miss these performances. He stated RAY often talked
about planning to go to the lLake of the Ozarks when he got
out of prison. DOWDA stated he would have no idea who RAY
would contact at the Lake of the Ozarks, bubt stated if he
were to look for RAY there, he would first find out who was
selling dope and through this person, locate RAY. He stated
RAY had talked about being on dope prior to being in the
Missouri State Prison. He advised RAY had to have an out-
side source of income while in prison inasmuch as RAY's
dope habit was costing RAY $35 to $40 a week for shots and
RAY appeared to be well fixed, never wanting for anything.

DOWDA extimated RAY spent $15 to $20 a week for
personal convenlences, He stated RAY, while in prison,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




AT 44.2386
gTB:bjc

used amphetamine, taking the shot in the "main line." He
stated RAY would take two to three shots a day. He stated
RAY never lacked for money, but had no ldea of RAY's source
of income. DOWDA stated he 1s certaim RAY was not selllng
amphetamine to other prisoners, stating he has known RAY’
to give free amphet&mine to prisoners who needed a shot.
DOWDA denied that he himself had ever taken any shots, but
admitted he has taken pilla. DOWDA claimed he and RAY
were not engaged in the sale of amphetamine at the Missourl
State Prison.

DOWDA stated that HAROLD SCHAEFER, Guard on the
gate in the kitchen of the Missouri State Prison, was very
close to JAMES EARL RAY and 1t was DOWDA's understanding
that SCHAEFER was RAY's source of amphetamine. He stated
BENJAMIN O, GOODIN was a civilian in charge of the kitchen
and he 1is certain GOODIN was not connected in any way with
the bringing of amphetamine into the prison. He stated
while GOODIN was friendly with RAY, he understands it was
GOODIN who had disclosed RAY's hiding place when RAY had
attempted to escape in 1966,

DOWDA advised one NEIL ABBY (phonetic) was RAY's
closest friend in the Missourl State Prison and was respon-
sible for bringing RAY into the kitchen. He stated ABBY
at this time was chief cook at the prison. He believes
ABBY was serving time for breaking into a drug store and
he does know that dope was connected with ABBY's offense.

He stated ABBY had a detalner on him as he was an escapee
from the State of Texas. DOWDA does not know whether or not
ABBY is presently in custody but does not belleve he 1is
presently in the Missouri State Prison.

He stated RAY had another friend, one DONALD DEAN
RIGGER. He stated RIGGER was from California and RIGGER's
wife was a psychliatrist at the Napa State Hospital, which

. ——
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AT 44.2386
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is located north of San Francisco, California.

DOWDA advised that RAY and other inmates that might
have DOWDA's address would have a Route 1, Sanford, Florida,
address, and would not know that he ls presently ln Marietta,
Georgia. He stated his father, STEVEN C. DOWDA, presently
resides at 110 South Chandler Street, Deland, Florida, and
that anyone inquiring for him st Sanford, Florida, would be
sent to Deland, Florida. DOWDA claims he has not been
contacted by RAY and has heard nothing to indicate RAY has
attempted to contact him. He stated RAY had talked about
traveling over all the United States, but had never mentioned
anything which would indicate RAY was assoclated with any-
one in the Atlanta, Georglia, areca. DOWDA stated the only
other prisoner he knew who was from the State of Georgia,
who was an inmate at the Missourl State Prison was one
JERRY WHITE from Calhoun, Georgia. He advised WHITE had a
Federal detainer against him and believes WHITE is still
incarcerated at the Missourli State Prison.

DOWDA advised he had made a trip to California in
November of 1967, and that he and his wife had spent
Thanksgiving Day visiting her uncle, BOB GRAHAM, who resides
at Palos Verdes, California. He stated GRAHAM is Regional
Manager for IBM in that area. He stated that he and his wife
had stopped at Jefferscon City and while there, contacted a
Missouri State Prison guard, Mr. "PETE" PETRIE. He stated
he had not made any inquiry concerning RAY and was not
aware that RAY had escaped. He stated he had not made any
inquiry concerning inmates inasmuch ag his wife did not know
he was a former inmate of fthe Missouril State Prison. He
stated he had stopped in the Kansas Clty, Missouril, area
"and attempted to locate PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., who had been
in the Missourli State Prison as PAUL ALVIN CARTER. He
stated LAIL had been released appreximately a year before
“he had and that they had agreed to attempt to get together

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




AT 44.2386
JTB:bje

after their release from prison. He stated LAIL worked in
the license shop at the Missourl State Prison and although
he was acquainted wlth RAY, he did not believe LAIL was a
particularly good friend of RAY., He stated after his return
from California, he was contacted by PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR.
He stated LAIL owns a home at 34 Barbedos Drive, Palm’
Springs; West Palm Beach, Florida, Telephone Number 965~
4221, He stated LAIL in February of 1968 was out of a Job
and had come to Marietta, Georgla, loocking for employment.
He stated LAIL had come to Marietta, Georgla, with his

wife and a small baby and had resided with DOWDA for
approximately one and ene-halfl weeks, leaving approximately
two or three days after DOWDA was arrested, DOWDA having
been arrested on March 4, 1968.

DOWDA advised he could recall nothing else concern-
ing RAY which might assist in his location, but in the
event he remembered anything additional, he would contact
the FBI,
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,  On April 24, 1968, SAs JAMES RICHARD FLICK,
JOSEP G. SHEA, and JACK T. BEVERSTEIN interviewed_ LEWIE
WDA, an lnmate at the Cobb County Jall ’etta,
GEGFEAA. WQOWDA advis ed he was formerly incarcerate f

SSouri State Prison, Jefferson City, Missouri. He stated
while at the Missourl State Prison, he was acquainted for
approximately three years with JAMES EARL RAY, a fellow
inmate. DOWDA advised he was released from the Missouril
State Prison on December 23, 1966, and JAMES EARL RAY was
8till incarcerated. He stated he had been the chief cook
at the Missourl State Prison and RAY worked as a bread
slicer.

DOWDA adv1sed RAY was the type person the other
inmates did not "mess with." He described RAY as a "loner"
who usually initiated the conversatlon if he wanted to talk
to anyone. He stated that RAY spoke in a mild, low tone and
when angry would speak even softer. He stated he had never
known RAY to become excited and shout. To his knowledge,
he has never known RAY to smoke. He stated RAY had a fair
complexion, which was blotchy, having pimples around the
lower portion of his face. He stated RAY had a rash on the N
right side of his head during the entire time he had known AN
RAY and RAY would scratch this rash. He stated this rash N
was very noticeable due to the type of halrcut in the '
Penltentiary and RAY put some type of salve on this rash,
He sfated RAY's hair was lightly streaked with gray. He
adviged the only scar he can recall which RAY had was a
large burn scar on his forearm, side unrecalled. He
stated this scar was located near the wrist. He stated
RAY had dingy teeth.

DOWDA advised RAY always talked about ''running
around" in St. Louls, Missouri. He normally talked about
two girl friends, one of these he had met at the Gaslight

! —_—
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(a bar) located in either St. Louis or Kansas City. DOWDA
stated the other girl was a girl RAY had met around the
college at Columbia, Missouri, and it was his impression
this girl had worked in a tavern there,

DOWDA advised RAY, while in prison, wore a ring
on hisg left hand which was made at the Penitentiary,
having been made from whlte metal with ralsed lnitials.,
He stated RAY neveyr smiled, but when he smiled, it looked
like a smirk. He advised RAY was c¢lean and not sloppy
in hls dress. He described RAY as an avid reader and
consldered RAY to be intelligent. He advised RAY partic- -
ipated in softball games as a pitcher and would watch all
of the baseball games at the Penitentiary, however, he
had never heard RAY speak of professional baseball.

DOWDA stated that some time in 1966, a group
of Black Muslims had petitioned for the right to have
their own religlous services. He stated the Muslims would
cohgregate in groups and that a subsequent search of the
Negro prisoners had uncovered a large cache of weapons.
DOWDA stated the white prisoners then armed themselves and
there was a riot at the prison. DOWDA stated three Negro
prisoners were killed., DOWDA stated he would not say RAY
had knifed these Negro prisoners, but did say that if RAY
had not knifed them, he definitely knew who had killed them.

DOWDA stated RAY definitely was a racist and
hated Negroes. He stated RAY had made the statement and
firmly believed that all the Negro prisoners inside the
Penitentlary should be killed. He stated RAY had on
several occasions made the statement that if the price were
right, he would kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DOWDA stated
he does not recall ever hearing anything which would indicate
a "contract” was out for the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING.

=
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DOWDA advised he would not be surprised if JAMES EARL RAY
was the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, however, he does
not believe RAY would have killed XING without being

paid for it.

DOWDA stated approximately four months before
he, DOWDA, was released RAY had attempted to escape from
the Missouri State Prison by going out of the prison behind
the ovens in the prison bakery. He stated RAY was appre-
hended and RAY had broken his arm in this escape attempt.
He stated RAY had talked about escaping from the Penitentlary
prior to this. DOWDA advised he does not believe RAY returned
from maximum security confinement prior to DOWDA's release
from prison.

DOWDA stated whlile in prison, RAY was particularly
interested in Western music. He stated he does not recall
RAY ever mentioning anything about dancing. . He stated that
during this period a number of orchestras from the Lake of
the Ozarks had played at the State Prison and RAY would
never miss these performances. He stated RAY often talked
about planning to go to the Lake of the Ozarks when he got
out of prison. DOWDA stated he would have no idea who RAY
would contact at the Lake of the Ozarks, but stated if he
were to look for RAY there, he would first find out who was
selling dope and through this person, locate RAY., He stated
RAY had talked aboubt being on dope prior to being in the
Missouri State Prisgon. He advised RAY had to have an out-
side source of income while in prison inasmuch as RAY's
dope habit was costing RAY $35 to $40 a week for shots and
RAY appeared to be well fixed, never wanting for anythlng.

DOWDA extimated RAY spent $15 to $20 a week for
personal conveniences. He stated RAY, while in prison,

S
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used amphetamine, taking the shot in the "main line." He
stated RAY would take two to three shots a day. He stated
RAY never lacked for money, but had no ldea of RAY's source
of income. DOWDA stated he is certain RAY was not selling
amphetamine to other prisoners, stating he has known RAY
to give free ampheta&mine to prisoners who needed a shot,
DOWDA denied that he himself had ever taken any shots, but
admitted he has taken pills. DOWDA claimed he and RAY
were not engaged in the sale of amphetamine at the Missouri
State Prison. .

DOWDA stated that HAROLD» HAFFER, Guard on the
gate in the kitchen of the MISSourl StXge Pris®u,~was very
close to JAMES EARL RAY and™ it was DOWDA's understanding
that SCHAEFER was RAY's source of amphetamine. He stated
BENJAMIN O. GOODIN was a civilian in charge of the kitchen
and he is certain GOODIN was ncot connected in any way with
the bringing of amphetamine into the prison. He stated
while GOODIN was friendly with RAY, he understands it was

GOODIN who had disclosed RAY's hiding place when RAY had
attempted to escape in 1966,

DOWDA advised one NEI BY (phonetic) was RAY's
closest friend in the Missourl Stat rison and was respon-
sible for bringing RAY™IRTC the kitcheir. He stated ABBY

at this time was chief cook at the prison. He belleves

ABBY was serving time for breaking into a drug store and

he does know that dope was connected with ABBY's offense.

He stated ABBY had a detalner on him as he was an escapee
from the State of Texas. DOWDA does not know whether or not
ABBY is presently in custody but does not believe he is

presently in the Missouri State Prison.

P He stated,RAY had another friend, JONALDLEAN
SN\RIGCGER. He stated RIGGER was fron ‘ rnla and RIGGER'S
TR e was a psychiatrist at the Napa [GBpital, which
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is located north of San Francisco, Californisa.

DOWDA advised that RAY and other inmates that might
have DOWDA's address would have a Route 1, Sanford, Florldas,
address, and would not know that he is presently in Marietta,
Georgia. He stated his father, STEVEN C. DOWDA, presently
resides at 110 South Chandler Street, Deland, Florida, and
that anyone inquiring for him at Sanford, Florida, would be
sent to Deland, Florida. DOWDA claims he has not been
contacted by RAY and has heard nothing to indicate RAY has
attempted tc contact him., He stated RAY had talked about |
traveling over all the United States, but had never _mentioned
anything which would indicate RAY was assoclated with any-
one in the Atlanta, Georgia, area. DOWDA stated the only
other prisoner he knew who was from the State of Georgila,
who was an inmate at the Missourl State Prison was one
JERRY WHITE from Calhoun, Georgila. He advised WHITE had a
Federal detalner against him and believes WHITE is still
incarcerated at the Missouri State Prison.

DOWDA advised he had made a trip to California in
November of 1967, and that he and his wife had spent
Thanksgiving Day visiting her uncle, BOB GRAHAM, who resides
at Palos Verdes, California. He stated GRAHAM is Regilonal
Manager for IBM in that area. He stated that he and his wife
had stopped at Jefferscon City and while there, contacted a
Missouri State Prison guard, Mr. "PETE" PETRIE. He stated
he had not made any inquiry concerning RAY and was not
aware that RAY had escaped. He stated he had not made any
inquiry concerning inmates inasmuch as his wife did not know
he was a former ilnmate of the Missouri State Prison. He
atated he had stopped in the Kansas City, Missouri, area
and attempted to locate PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., who had been
in the Missouri State Prison as PAUIL, ALVIN CARTER., He
stated LAIL had been released appreximately a year before
he had and that they had agreed to attempt to get together

o
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after their release from prison. He stated LAIL worked in

the license shop at the Missouri State Prison and although

he was acquainted wlth RAY, he dld not belleve LAIL was a

particularly good friend of RAY, He stated after his return

from California, he was contacted by PAUL.ALVINEAEEwm..JR

He stated LAIL owns a home at 34 Barbodos ] 1m
, West Pal. 86 sl ga, Telephone Nvmber

“*"He stated LAIL in February of 1968 was out of a job

and had come to Marietta, _Georgla, looking for employment.

He stated LAIL had come to Marietta, Georgila, with his

wife and a small baby and had resided with DOWDA for

approximately one and one-half weeks, leaving approximately

two or three days after DOWDA was arrested, IX A having

been arrested on March 4, 1968. PauL by ~&AK+EQ\

DOWDA advised he couTq FECALl NOLALNG 6i8e cencern-
ing RAY which might assist in his location, but in the
event he remembered anything additional, he would contact

the FBI.
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e ': ‘ vgéfémi"(g'ggm 101-11.6 g
" . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
- Memorandum

TO A :DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

l+SAC, COLUMBIA (44-299)

SUBJE QMURKIN .

00: MEMPHIS

Re Bureau teletype to All Offices, 4/9/68, Albany
teletype to Columbia, 4/9/68, Tampa teletype to Columbia,
4/10/68, and Albany airtel to Director, 4/10/68.

A survey of all laundries in the State of South
Carolina didgclosed that 12 thermo seal marking machines are

located in this State.

Enclosed are samples from these machinpes as

indicated:
OWNER

1. Post Laundry

3. Deluxe Cleanpers and
Laundry
310 State Street
West Columbia, S. C,

4. Navy Exchange Laundry
U. 8. Naval Station
Charleston, S. C.

‘ 5. Navy Exchange Laundry
' U. S. Naval Station
Charleston, 8. C.

{2-Bureau (RM) (Enc. 12)
2-Memphis (44-1987) (BM)
1~Columbia

MBM:pel q
(5) 4
‘

7 9 1Y 6y 0685

2,
L 5010-108-01
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ESAN

ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY (D-560301 JK)

. Marine Corps Recruit Depot
Parris Island, S. C,
2. Post Laundry
Marine Corps Reauit Depot
Parris Island, S. C.

vings Band;ﬂg{legulﬂrly on the Payroll Savings Plan

i

DATE?

SERIAL NUMBER

33487

33486

32571

34424 EX-115
et ofy-3p6) D43)

T
34422 - Aéwﬂ 1968
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10.

11.

12.

Doughty Dry-~Cleaners, Inc.

1410 Taylor Street
Columbia, S. C.

Lane's Dry-Cleaners and
Laundry

359 Meeting Street
Charleston, S. C.

Georgetown Laundry
Georgetown, S. C.

Port City Laundry and
Cleaners

Palmetto Shopping Center
Charleston, S. C.

Newberry Steam Laundry
Newberry, S. C.

White's Cleaners .
Shaw AFB, S. C.

Summerville White Swan
Laundry
Summerville, S. C.

These enclosures are being sent to the Bureau fog
comparison with known specimens obtained in this case.
Bureau may retain these samples for future use.

Regarding Albany airtel to the Bureau, 4/104B,
the. following information is being furnished for the Memphis

Office:

Inquiry at Robinson Laundry and Cleaners, 2547
Forest Drive, Columbia, S. C., disclosed that they sold their
thermo seal marking machine to the Newberry Laundry mentioned
above and that Robinson had never used markings such as located

in instant case.

31837

31962

32363

32658

33643
32436

34096
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On 4/15/68 Miss NELL TAYLOR, Center Supply Company,
915 Lady Street, Columbia, S. C., advised that this concern
has not sold thermo seal marking machines for about three years.
He said that this type machine with serial number 32571 was sold
to Deluxe Cleaners and Laundry, West Columbia, S. C., new, several
years ago. Regarding thermo seal machine with serial number
32568 she said that this machine was burned and completely
destroyed in their warehouse on 3/7/63 and his no longer in
use. She said these are the only two termo seal machines ever
delivered to this company as the others sold by them were
delivered directly to the purchaser.

For information of Memphis Office, an insert will

be submitted concerning these machines, none of which appear
to be pertinent to this 1nvest1gat10n.
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T T ‘ 1- Mr. &Gowan, 2712
- -y " 1- Mr. Wonrad
‘ 1 - Mr. Griffith
1 - Mr. Devine

4/35/68
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 LOCATED FOR 8COTT NORDAL. AVAILABLE WRITING OF WALTER
WHICH ARE NOT COMPARABLE

FURNISHED SEPARATELY. .

NOTE FOR MEMPI-I[S No Laboratory report will be submitted regarding
the results of the examination set out above.
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' SPECIMENS DETACHED IN LFPS

7

v

-H&W, Betaivie,
far m M&mm is u regigtration &m 6834,

_ sther dates, NORDAL furnished backg ¥

« .9
4/22/68
. AFRTEL « ATMA BT
b i}
PROM;

Enclosed m;m for the mtm A
registration carde feor the mtiuug&t Inm, mx nrx
sumbers 8267, 8486, 85384, 8834,
m aua, znd m Aled enclomed

from the mmwa Totel, BOB Carendolat reat.

. gae fellewisg infermation wasm developed

| . um Wsﬁ Ld mzms&mtum publication

it o ranl JAEER L, white mle,
m %1 smt, Few mm, ‘ba,, fTrom

threug /88, but unid statoe he was sbsent
zm m m nost of m tine,

m&mm mnmimgtthnw

wf Teoe Bisters Bestawrant, 613 Beyal Street, from 3/24 |

umtil 4/13/68, with shaenaes om &f& and possibly on

to the w @ﬁ oo Sisters Besia -
rezy. 1iconse m a nat of un scheols

4in Califorsis alemg with his sother's
miifﬁ‘aﬁw : .
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NORDAL placed a second lock on his room and
permitted no me access to this room while he was absent,
HORDAL had a large guantity of clothing a2nd luggage and
on one occasion the wmaid saw 2 large quantity of currency
in & pack in the bed that contained a $100 bill on the
top. :

During a search of NORDAL's room a key to the
Candlielight Inn, 4801 Airline Highway, Metairie, la.,
was found, This key was for Room 219, A map was also
found in this room that bore several cryptic notations,

" The Los Angeles Division has advigsed the Hew
Orieans Division telephonically that all background infore
mation furnkshed by NORDAL at the Court of Two Sisters
has been checked and has proved to be false, The records
of the Candlelight Inn Motel were checked and vregistration
cards for Room 219 were obtained for all individuals not
known to be regular customrs at this notel, Further
investigation in New Orleans disclosed that SCOTT NORDAL
stayed at the Chalmette Hotel, 808 Carondelet Street, New
Orleans, la., from 3/22 - 3/23/68,

The Laboratory is reduested to compare the
handwriting on all of the enclozsed regisiration cards with

the known handwriting of JAMES EARL RAY, and WALTER TERRY RIFE,

FBI #455~876-6,

The Laboratoery is also requested to attempt to
determine through handwriting analygis if the dindividual
registering as SCOTT NORDAL at the Chalmetie Hotel signed
any of the snclosed registration cards from the Candlelight
Inn Motel.

A1l enclosed registration cards are also to be
checked for any latent fingerprints of value which might
be found, It is known that these registration cards have
been handled by numerous individuals acting within the
scope of their employment at their respective hotel or

notel, . _ . N
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: : For the information of the Laboratory, the
known handwriting of the individusl using the name SCOTT
NORDAL appears on the top half of the registration slip
from the Chalmette Hotel and 811 writing on the bottom half
and reverse side of this card was written by the night clerk
at this hotel,

- 3% -

T
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- DIRECTOR, FBI N ; SR . 4/82/68
: ‘ (ATTN’ FBI LAB) ' ‘

' sAc, m ORLEANS (167-10673)

MUREIN . ; : |
e oo Re: SCOTT NORDAL. (LOOKALIKE) .

) ’;I‘hé feliﬁing? 11:ems are bemmmitted under
' ,se@arate aﬂvar'

ST ﬂ& @bpy of apgliﬂatian Blank dated 3/24/68 for
1“v,inﬂiy&daal ‘Khnown as gﬁ@T@ R@RHAL for’ amylmyment

2): One pie@a,whit@ paper appr@ximately 2 by 4.

‘Item 1 wzﬁ wbtaimad from the Court of Twe Sisters,
‘ New @rlsans, where NORPAL worked as a waiter through 4/13/68
and picked up his final pay cheek on 4/15/68.

" ftem mumber 2 was @btained fr@m the room he occupied
at 623 Royal 8t ﬂntil 4/17/68

"~ The Buraau is regues%sd to examlne both speeimens
for latént Tingerprints and te cenduct handwriting comparisons.
. Amy evidence develeped ‘Sheuld be compared with the fingerprints
and handwriting of JAMES EARL RAY and WALTER TERRY RIFE, ,
. ¥BI numbeér 455 8766, Advise Memphis amd New Orleans of
’ resulﬁs. -

- The Geurt of Twe §isters have requested that item J
1 be returned t@ them when eamparisam eampletg.

‘E’ Bureau
{1 ~ Pickdge) (RM) (AMSD)
1 = Memphis (Info)
2 - New Orleans . ,
E&H/jme CT - k ‘

U e [ < F.
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