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lam O. ^Woodt CTT^O^ 
1801 daLczit Attest, aN* ^W^ 
Q/Vadtington^ &• ^* 20009

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th N. W.
Washington, District of Columbia

April 22, 1968

Subject: INVESTIGATION OF DR. KING’S ASSASSIN, RE: GALT-RAY

My Dear Mr. Hoover:

I wish to inform you ■feat I have some very ’hot* leads on^your 11th most 
wanted man, James_J2ari^^ alias Eric Starvc<fialt, Joh/ftllardj^rvy 

Lowayer and obviously many others.'—- —* - —— •

I do not believe that this man you are really searching for is the true 
assassin of the Rev. Dr. Martin Lather King, Jr., who was gunned down in 
Memphis, Tennessee on the evening of April 4, 1968. It is quite possible 
he may be connected with a conspiracy plot of which was well planned some
time

Here

1

prior to the shooting

are some detailed pointers that have puzzled me in many ways:

In the first place when Attorney General Clark went to Memphis
after King was slain immediately said there was no conspiracy involved 
Later on Galt was charged in conspiring to King’s death by a single 
rifle shot.

2. It was reported that Ray was in the Missowri State Prison during 
the years of 1964—65. Remember at this same time Galt was taking dancing 
lessons in New Orleans, Louisiana*

3. How about the true age of the suspect ? I believe witnesses at the 
Lorraine Motel estimated his age at around 25 to 30. Your office in 
issuing the warrent for Galt gave his date of birth as | | /
My cal (dilation by this account would say that he is now 36 years of age. / 

On Friday, April 19, 1968 your headquarters announced he was 40

4. I have through good sources discovered that Ray was very careless 
and did not give much of a ’hoot* about his appearances. On the other

Also Galt was ^uite fond of bee

Last but not least Ray was bora in Alton, Illinois StTobviously no® 

rn accent wherefore Galt was noted as ouito Soui^pm SnH 1
ole* ftill-Billy music

# /

>
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F*B.I. Director J* Edgar Hoover (GALT-RAY INVESTIGATION) April 22, 1968 P #2

Tn order that I will be able to conduct a proper investigation that may 
perhaps lead to the apprehension and arrest of this ’dangerous criminal’, 
I must first have full authority in the form of a Commission issued by your 
Department or the President of the United States* It must be necessary 
that I have a proper permit to carry a weapon as authorised for Special 
Investigators in such cases* I will further need a clear photo (front and 

side view) of the suspect*

My commission was denied by the Metropolitian Police Department over two 
(2) years ago* I have written several letters to Chief of Police Layton, 
Director of Safety Murphy, D. C* Mayor Washington, U* S* President Johnson 
along with many other high officials* I failed to receive any response 
whatsoever in most cases. In other words I have not been properly informed 
as to the reason why my commission is being denied in this, instance.

Many times within the past Mr* Hoover, I have had the opportunity to help 
in the apprehension of criminals, but without the authority, I am more or 
less just like the other average citizens, *1 do not care to get involved*.

Another point I would like to mention here if I may; I do not approve of the 
"Poor Peoples Campaign March* on Washington early in May. Although it is 
intended as non-violent, it is quite evident that we <111 witness a lot more 
looting, rioting and burning. I herewith predict that the worse will come 
to happen around Monday, May 13, 1968, the week after "MOTHER’S DAY”.

If something isn’t soon done in order to combat crime and disorder within 
our cities, we are heading for one of the worse revolutions of our time. 
The so called Militant leaders are teaching (behind closed doors) their 
followers just how they can win by breaking law and crtler.. They must be 
purnished for the crimes they have committed regaidless of the cost.

I honestly believe Mr. Hoover, you and your staff of some 6,000 Special 
Agents are doing a magnificent job. This is one great reason I would be 
highly honored to work with you.

I will be expecting a prompt answer along with my Official Credentials 
before it is too late.

I thank you Mr. Hoover. / /

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Transmit the following in

Via . AIRTEL

To:/ /

rSubject

Director

Date: 4-26-68

(Type in plaintext or code)

VIA AIR COURIER
(Priority) .

Legat, Ottawa (44-4)(P)

Remytel 4-25-68.

Enclosed are single copies Of the three Canadian 
Postal Money Orders mentioned in retell M

Arrangements have been made through the cooperation 
of Canadian Postal Inspectors to expand the search for other
money orders 
9-15-67, and 
arrangements 
of results.

purchased by subject in Montreal to 4-15-67 - 
for the entire City of Montreal. These
were effected on 4-25-68. Bureau will be advise

4-25-68, the RCMP were requested to 
insure that all stops have been made as outlined
4-24-68

On recheck t 
in BUtel

Numerous possible idents being checked out
immediately as received, but no pertinent information 
developed to date.

REC- 44

5 - Bureau (Enc£^3)
1 cc - Liaison
1 cc - Memphis 

1 - OTT 
MLI:, 
(O

Approved:

« APR 391968

Direct

_M Per-—.—'— ____ _ Sent
in Charge
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OPTIONAL1 FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
G^A GEN. REG. NO. 27

5010-106

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

FROM

SUBJECT MURKIN

Mr. DeLoach

A• Rose

DATE: April 24, 1968

- Mr. DeLoach 
- Mr. Rosen 
- Mr. Malley 
- Mr • McGowan 
- Mr• McDonough 
- Mr• Bishop

Tolson _ 
DeLoach 
Mohr -----  
Bishop - 
Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
Felt 
Gale
Rosen 
Sullivan 
Tavel _ 
Trotter .
Tele. Room 
Holmes ----  
Gandy ------

This case concerns the murder of Martin Luvher 
King, Jr.

TELEGRAM TO ATTORNEY GENERAL FROM CONGRESSMAN SELDEN

Mr. Sol Lindenbaum, the Executive Assistant to 
the Attorney General, has forwarded a telegram dated 
4/19/68 addressed to the Attorney General from Armistead 
Selden, Congressman from Alabama (Democrat). Congressman 
Selden's telegram reads as follows: "Please advise why 
arrest warrant for Eric Starvo Galt was issued in Birmingham 
FBI's evidence revealed thus far clearly indicates that Galt 
spent only a few weeks in Birmingham and that he also spent 
tinfe in several other states. The crime was not committed 
in Birmingham. This is a most unusual procedure to follow 
Armistead Selden, Member of Congress."

Mr. Lindenbaum enclosed a copy of his acknowl­
edgment to Congressman Selden's telegram informing him that/
the matter has been referred to the Bureau Lindenba
letter to Congressman Selden states in part as follows: 
"The choice of a jurisdiction in which to apply for the 

/ warrant was made by the investigators. Your telegram is
therefore being referred to the FBI for reply. 
I might add that since the warrant was based on 
alleging a conspiracy that began in Birmingham, 
Inappropriate to seek it in that city."

However, 
a complaint 
it was not

Bureau files show we have had cordial 
with Congressman Selden, 62-98924

relations

BACKGROUND

On 4/16/68, the Attorney 
the filing of a complaint charging 
violation of Title 18, Sectioh 241

General authori^S^ 196&

U. S. Code, foF

Enclosures

wjc CONTINUED - OVER

-.Ecopies moe W

FOR REVIEW AT FEL -i A^
TO HSCA FL
(SEE 8UFILE O2-H7290')
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: MURKIN

conspiring to interfere with the constitutional rights of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Galt has been identified as being 
James Earl Ray.

Under the statute used, the complaint can be
filed in any district in which the conspiracy took place or 
an overt act occurred. Since the shooting occurred in Memphis 

, and the gun had been purchased in Birmingham, consideration 
was given to filing the complaint at Memphis or Birmingham. 
It was our understanding that we could not rely on the U. S. 
Attorney at Memphis and if we attempted to file the complaint 

/ there, we would immediately lose control of the situation. 
| Therefore, the complaint was filed at Birmingham where, on 
the basis of facts then available, the first overt act in 
furtherance of the conspiracy was committed. Based on the 
complaint, the U. S. Commissioner then issued the warrant of 
arrest.

ACTION

In light of the above it is recommended that
Congressman Selden be advised along similar lines to the 
acknowledgment made by Mr. Lindenbaum. Congressman Selden is 
being advised that since the complaint alleged a conspiracy 
which, on the basis of facts availably began in Birmingham 
the warrant was obtained in that city. Attached for approval 
is a letter to Congressman Selden. A copy of our acknowledgment 
to Congressman Selden is being furnished to the Attorney 
General, Deputy Attorney General and Assistant Attorney 
General Stephen J. Pollak, Civil Rights Division.

- 2
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

SUBJECT:.

Mr. Ro DATE: April 30, 1968

Burkin

- Mr. 
- Mr. 
- Mr. 
- Mr.

Rosen 
Malley 
McGowan 
Long

Tolson ------ 
DeLoach — 
Mohr ---------  
Bishop -----  
Casper ------ 
Callahan — 
Conrad------ 
Felt ---------- 
Gale ---------  
Rosen ------  
Sullivan — 
Tavel -------  
Trotter -----  
Tele. Room 
Holmes----- 
Gandy ------

2100 Mary land Avenue, Louisville, 
Kentucky, telephon^452-2803, called the Bureau at ^6:35^ a. in., 
4/30/68 and advised follows. (He sounded like he was drunk  
on narcotics.)

or

He stated he is an attorney in Louisville, Kentucky, 
and approximately ten days ago a fellow asked him to represent him 
because he had killed Martin Luther King. He said he called this 
information in to the FBI previously and the FBI showed him a picture 
of James Earmy which didn’t look anything like the individual that 
contacted him (difference in age and looks). Andrews advised he 
has no idea as to the identity of this individual nor how to get in touch 
with him.

Andrews advised his wife had just inherited $300, 000 and he was 
celebrating, and had a bad toothache.

Based on available background information, there is no 
identifiable record in Bufiles on Andrews.

ACTION:

SAC Baken, Louisville, was contacted and instructed 
to interview Andrews for full details and send a teletype to the 
Bureau in the event Andrews had not been previously interviewed
concerning this matter.

HGR:rmr

6 2 MAY 9 1968

REC- 69

IB MAY 1 1968
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URKIN

Tolson______
DeLoach____
Mohr.__
Bishop.., 
Casper- 
Callahan
Conrad

Felt___  
G 
R
Sullivan
Tavel__
Trotter..

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. J. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FBI

FBI

FBI

TO

WASH

WASH DC

AM 4/1137

ECTOR (44-3S861)

768 URGENT CLM

FROM

COMMUNICATIONS 
APR

SECTION
8

LOUISVLE

M'
LOUISVILLE (44-947)

RE BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL TODAY

JACK ANDREWS, ATTORNEY, TWO ONE ZERO ZERO MARILYN

AVENUE, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, RECONTACTED RELATIVE TO CALL

TO BUREAU ON EARLY A.M. THIS DATE MADE ADMITTEDLY BY HIM

WHIL^INTOjdfcATED

WR UFO BUREAU, ANDREWS HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY CONTACTED 

BY LOUISVILLE OFFICE AND EXHIBITED PHOTOS OF SUBJECT RAY 

AND'STAT^SAME NOT IDENTICAL WITH INDIVIDUAL ALLEGEDLY

REQUESTING ANDREWS REPRESENT HIM

ANDREWS REQUESTED AND INSTRUCTED TO CONTACT LOUISVILLE

OFFICE DIRECT

RELATIVE THIS

AIR MAU

END

WPK

IN EVENT HE RECEIVES ANY WORTHWHILE I

CASE OR ANY OTHER MATTER I

COPY TO MEMPHIS

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

FBI WASH DC p
70 MAY 8 1988

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.
Tele. Room— 
Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy_

is MAY 2 1968
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0-19 (Rdv. 7-27-67)

RjyrS?^ Descriptions: 
Vary/Cause Confusion-
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — A .in New Orleans in 1964-65. The 

ranking Memphis police officerJFBI said later the earlier de­
,----- x.— — “-Ascription should have said Galtacknowledges there are a

whole lot of discrepancies” in 
official descriptions of the man 
sought as the sniper slayer of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Asst. Chief Bill Price referred 
to statements that James Earl 
Ray, 40, an escaped Missouri 
convict, and Eric Starvo Galt, 
first sought in connection with 
King’s April 4 assassination in 
Memphis, are the same person.

“You don’t know what to look
for,” Price said yesterday as estimated his age as in the late 
officers here and elsewhere con-i^0s. The FBI, in issuing its war- 
t-inued their investigation of the i ' “ " ‘
slaying. The nationwide man­
hunt continues.
t*The FBI issued a conspiracy 

Arrant Wednesday for Galt, 
then updated its case Friday1 by 
saying a fingerprint comparison 
showed Galt was really Ray.

The naming of Ray in the case 
caused confusion, primarily be­
cause earlier official statements 
indicate that Galt and Ray were 
in different places at the same 
time.
* When Galt was charged as a 
conspirator in King’s death by 

bullet, the FBI said The 
taken dancing lesions

reportedly took dancing lessons 
rather than stating so flatly.

During that time, Ray was in 
the Missouri State Prison at Jef­
ferson City, serving a 20-year 
sentence for a 1959 supermarket 
robbery.

The age of the man also was 
in conflict. .

Witnesses who saw a man in a 
Memphis rooming house from 
where the fatal bullet was fired
estimated his age as in the late

rant for Galt, said he had given
his birthdate July 20,1931. That 
tvould make him 36. The FBI 
said Friday Ray is 40.

The personalities of the two 
men are sometimes at odds. A' 
prison pal described Ray as vir-; 
tually a nondrinker. The FBI de­
scribes Galt as a fancier of beer 
and vodka.

There were other differences*
Galt: neat appearance. Ray: 

careless appearance.
Galt: Southern accent. Ray: 

born in Alton, Ill. No Southern 
accent. . .
^Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark, who 
carfie to Memphis after King 
v^s slain, at first ruled out a; 
Conspiracy, but then the FBI is­
sued its warrant for Galt on a 
conspiracy charge.

Police here have their own 
investigation of the slaying un­
ier ways.

One theory within the Mem­
phis department is that Eric 
Starvo Galt is a myth, painstak­
ingly created by the conspira­
tors as a smoke screen- 
^Mebpdy has muddied th^ 

voters," Price said. ^ '? I

(FW^
j€OPY MA

--------------—-------MAY 3 1968
FOR MR. TOLSONT

CpLoach 
Mohr 
Bis 

/Cas'per 
( Callahan

Conrad _ 
elt_

Qale —

Sul/ivan 
Tavel _ 
Trotter _ 
Tele. Room 
Holmes ___  
Gandy ____

The Washington Post 
Times Herald_____

The Washington Daily News

The Sunday Star (Washington) 
Daily News (New York) ____  
Sunday News (New York)___ 
New York Post____________  
The New York Times______  
The Sun (Baltimore) _______  
The Worker_______________  
The New Leader __________  
The Wall Street Journal ____  
The National Observer_____  
People's World____________

^ 2 2 1968
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4-22 (Rev. 1-22-60)

Federal Bureau
Records

vestigation 
^ch

, 19.

Forward 
Attenti 

etur

Name Searching Unit - Room 6527
Service Unit - Room 6524

to File Review

Supervisor Room Ext.
Type of References Requested:

Regular Request (Analytical Search)
All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive)
Subversive References Only 
Nonsubversive References Only
Main References Only-

Type of Search Requested:

Buildup
Exact Name Only (On the Nose)

1—Subject
Birthdate & Place
Address _________

Localities

R& Date

Variations

FILE NUMBER SERIAL
Prod.

- /y v r- 'A t*
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