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airtelVia

TO:

562328FROM:

Sent Per

of
as

Bureau

2—Atlanta

MURKIN

case

BODKER and the
initials "JEB.”

DIRECTOR FBI
ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY

5/2/68Date:

REGISTERED MAIL

be

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

SUBJECT:

Re Atlanta teletype to Director dated 5/1/68.

Enclosed herewith for the FBI Laboratory is Hertz
Rental Agreement #939484 executed 4/19/68
BODKER and bearing his initials

signed JAMES E.

Hertz at Albany
For the information of the Laboratory_ an employee

Ga. has described BODKER generally the same
JAMES- EARL RAY and has viewed his photos and believes possibly
identical. The only handwriting appearing on this contract
which is in BODKER’s handwriting is JAMES E

The Laboratory is requested to compare this
handwriting with the known handwriting of JAMES EARL RAY.

It is also requested that the contract be processed
for latent fingerprints in this matter re Mr. CHARLES V TYSON,
manager, Hertz, Albany, Ga. who has handled this document
He was in the U.S. Army with serial number 34 976 214. 
This document shodId returned to Atlanta for return to Mr.
TYSON unless [it becomes of value as evidence in the MURKIN

2-Memphis

MEC: him

Approved:
nt in Charge
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AIRTEL

TO

FROM

RE

Sent Per

The information contained in this letter is

RAY’s activities

AIR MAIL

AC

(7)

4/29/68Date:

DIRECTOR

FD-36 R^v. 5-22.64)

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

FBI (44-38861)

KANSAS CITY (44-760) P

JURKIN/

Enclosed for Bureau and Memphis is one copy of
a report by a psychiatric consultant to the Board of Probation
and Parole State of Missouri, dated December 20
regarding JAMES EARL RAY

1966

This information is being furnished because of the
psychiatrist’s comments regarding RAY’s increasingly severe
obsessive compulsive trend which may aid in evaluating

confidential and cannot be released without a court order. ,

^Bureau (Enc.

CP

Memphis (Enc. 1)(44-1987)
2 Kansas City
RBH:ksw

SpJ<M^gent in Charge

k'V 16. APR 30 1968
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0-19 (Rev. 7-27-67)

XL, Gruitib^
Li (Attorney General Aggravated Bureau 

By Glowing Report on King Case
ovak- -By JRowkuiwEvaiis and Rob

?

4

ft

f

a

1

I

1

W D E$P-scated unhappi- 
Ancss of J? Edgar Hoover’s 
^Federal Bureau of Investiga­
tion with its boss, Attorney 
^General Ramsey Clark, was 
^aggravated by Clark’s mis­
leading public optimism 
about a quick solution of the 
murder of the Rev. Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr. ' 
&FBI agents working on the 
King case grumbled privately 

^hat Clark’s repeated state­
ments hinting at imminent 
capture of the assassin were 
not justified by the actual 
progress of the investigation. 
On the contrary, some agents 
complained that what legiti- 

gmate information the Attor- 
|ney General did let drop
risked drying up the killer’s. and the Steel Workers were
trail. ,
i^bn Justice Department

^conferences, Clark justified 
his contribution to the credi­
bility gap on the grounds

^ that optimistic talk about 
* , closing the case “would help 
I morale”—that is, calm down

Negro anger in the 
days immediately 
the murder.

Simultaneously,

turbulent 
following

there is
considerable skepticism in- .the previous week

feide the Justice Department 
land FBI that the present re­
newed investigation of Black 
Power-extremist Stokely Car­
michael will result in any ac­
tion.
©FBI agents are making de­

tailed probes into Carmi­
chael’s role in formenting the 
Washington, D.C., riots of 
April 4-6 following Dr. King’s 

|death, but many feel Clark 
will never push for a Carmi- 

xchael prosecution. The Jus- 
llico Department staff over­
whelmingly recommended a 
year ago that the Govern-
ment seek an indictment of

gCarmichael, but the Attorney
•General vetoed the advice on
grounds that it would only 
make him a martyr. .

’ iBarkan’s Mission
1THE LATEST secret- mis­

sion by Al Barkan, organized 
labor’s -Hold. Political action 
agent M iwAsrnQRobdtQC 
Kennedy's ’cm?d fw the pres­
idential nomination wound 
up a complete failure.

head ofu the . A^L 
‘CIO's Committee on Political

Education (COPE), flew from 
Washington to lndianapolis 
for a closed meeting last 
Tuesday of the Indiana AFL- 
CIO executive board. His 
mission: to win support for 
Gov. Roger Branigan, the fa­
vorite son. candidate, against 
Kennedy and Sen. Eugene 
McCarthy in Indiana’s May 7 
primary.

Barkan was supported in 
this view by the United Steel 
Workers, powerful in the 
Gary area—but few Other 
unions. While many Hoosier 
Tabor leaders said they would 
back Vice President Hum­
phrey if he were on the bal­
lot, they opposed supporting 
Branigan. Against Barkan

the United Auto Workers, 
machinists, plumbers, pack­
inghouse ' "
gamated 
oil and 
teachers 
ployes.

workers, the Amal- 
Clothing Workers, 
chemical workers, 

and municipal em-

The result was neutrality 
by Indiana labor, a victory 
for Kennedy—thanks largely 
to his brother, Sen. Edward
M. Kennedy, who had

Indiana union heads 
commit themselves.
Miller in South

spent 
urging
not to

WILLIAM E. Miller, the 
former New York ’ Congress­
man who was Barry Gold­
water’s running mate in 1964, 
will be hunting delegates for 
Gov. Nelson Rockefeller in
the South this spring.

As former Republican 
tional chairman, Miller 
plenty of political tics in

na­
il as 
the

conservative South although 
lining them up for Rockefel­
ler will be most difficult.

Miller’s impending travels 
mark the slow upswing in 
Rockefeller’s unannounced 
candidacy for the nomination.

The moderate Republican 
political pro, Al Abrahams, has 
been signed on as Washington­
based trouble-shooter. He’ll

o

■W^naking quick swings west, 
setting up RooEeJiULler-for1 
President state and local 
campaigns. Some Rockefeller 
strategists want Abrahams to 
work into a key political in­
telligence job for the Go ver-- 
nor as - the pipeline between 
Washington and the New 
York-based Rockefeller staff

Abrahams has excellent 
credentials for the job. He 
served as executive director 
of Republicans for Progress,, 
a post-Goldwater organiza­
tion that provided financing 
and research help for mod-, 
erate-to-liberal Republican 
candidates.

Rockefeller’s personal top­
level research will be 
handled by New York attor­
ney Oscar Rubhausen. The 
highly respected Richard 
Nathan, on leave from the 
Brookings Institution, will be 
chief of domestic affairs and 
Henry A. Kissinger of Har­
vard will handle foreign af­
fairs. '

Without fanfare, Rockefel­
ler’s Washington headquar­
ters will be opened this week' 
on Connecticut Avenue—but 
without the usual political

. fanfare and flag-waving.
A footnote: Gov. George

Romney of Michigan attend-, 
: ed a high-level strategy 
■ breakfast by Rockefeller sup* 
• porters Thursday morning at; 
■ Washington’s Mayflower: 
' Hotel (at the invitation of;

Sen. Jacob Javits of New!
York) but remained uncom-' 

• mitted. He explained that he ’ 
; had to keep his favorite son' 
: status to keep Michigan’s 48­
. member delegation from 
■ splintering. The consensus of

others present was for a 
; Rockefeller announcement of

candidacy, as soon as pos- 
’ sible. -

© 1968, Publishers-HaJLSJBidkati) ■
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Jrolson __^ 
। DeLoach IL 
Johr —
^S^hop .

Casper
CallaharTO
Conrad 

AFelt____y 
[Gal»__  
' Rof^Jy

Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter-----
Tele. Room
Holmes 
Gandy 

I

w. 5 V

>

4,M

The Washington Post 7^. ”
Times Herald----- — 

The Washington Daily News — 
The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) . 
Daily News (New York.) ---------  
Sunday News (New York.) ------  
New York Post---------------------  
The New York Times 
The Sun (Baltimore) 
The Worker__________________
The New Leader ------------------- 
The Wall Street Journal --------- 
The National Observer
People’s World---------------------

Date

4 MAY 6 I860
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: MURKIN

Upon identification of Ray as being Galt we were then enabled
to furnish more precise description and background information from 
official records.

The descriptions of the then unknown subject developed in
the initial stages of this investigation were based upon extensive inter­
views of witnesses in varied locations reaching from Tennessee to 
California. The remarkably close resemblances which we developed 
and the information elicited which revealed the true extent of the 
subjects physical description shows that a most commendable job 
was done by the Agents in their investigative activity.

The Associated Press article had been the subject of a
previous memorandum in which it was indicated that Assistant Chief 
Bill Price of the Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, denied 
making the statements attributed to him and this was submitted to 
the Director in a letter from Frank Holloman, former Special Agent 
who is now in charge of the Memphis Police Department.

For information

- 2 -
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o^--Kvbs
’ By Gayiofd Shaw >

” Aiioekted Preu v ■ J 
| FBI officials are quietly trying to 
play down contradictory descriptions . 
of the appearance and habits of James 
Earl Ray, alias Eric Starvo Galt, the 
elusive escaped convict charged with 
the murder of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.

The discrepancies have fueled spec-. 
ulation that perhaps Ray and Galt 
actually are two persons, or that two 
or more persons used the name Galt.

No official statement has been is­
sued to rebut this theory. But FBI., 
sources insisted that Ray and Galt 
are the same person. .

“We know there’s only one person 
Involved here,” said one official;

“We’ve got his fingerprints and we 
know who he is.” ^—

•F^ .Although the FBI now insists the 
man it seeks is Ray, it Jhas not amend­
ed a conspiracy complaint against 
Galt — charging that Galt had con­
spired with “an Individual he alleged . 
to be his brother” to violate Dr. King’s 
civil rights—to change the name to 
Ray. .

In enlisting the public’s help in 
(the manhunt, the FBI has distributed 
thousands of flyers. The first set ’
bears Galt’s name, 

Puzzling aspects 
/ tinue to pop up.

. Atlanta residents 
cigar ashes were

the second Ray’s, 
of the case con-'

said cigarette or 
scattered on the

‘carpeted floor of a white 1966 Mus- 
ftang that FBI agents impounded there ' 
a week after Dr. King was slain. They

• •also sa[d a cigar butt fell out ofjhe 
leaf when agents opened the door. The_ 
|FBI has said the car was:<owned ^by ;
Galt? But a number of people who 
knew Galt say he does not smoke.
| Reporters showed copies of the FBI­

. released picture of Galt to the Bir­
mingham witnesses, and to residents 
of the Memphis rooming house from 
which the fatal shot was fired. Almost 
all said the photo didn’t resemble the 
man they saw.

Varying ages have been given for 
the hunted man, from 25 on up. The 

^FBI said Galt gave his age as 36. It 
said Ray is 40.

V
St

Estimates of the fugitive’s height 
have ranged from 5-feet-8 to 6-feet, 
his weight from 160 to 175 pounds. His 
eyes have been described as either 
blue or hazel, his hair as either browji

| U An FBI official brushed, off the

Tolson _ 
DeLoach 
Mohr-----  
Bishop 
Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
Felt
Gale----- 
Rosen — 
Sullivan
Tavel — 
Tr,otter _

varying descriptions, saying "you run : 
into this every time — it’s *human ria- 
ture.”

“Anyway, this guy is a professional 
’ con. He can change his hair Une in 

three minutes with a razor, and he 
‘ can gain or lose 20 pounds when he 

wants to.”
There are conflicts, too, in descrip­

tions of Galt’s habits, including: 
0 Appearance: The FBI reported Galt 
“is said to be a neat dresser,” while 
others who knew Ray said he was’ 
careless in his dress.

Speech: The Memphis rooming 
house manager said the man to whom , 
she rented a room three hours before 
Dr. King was slain had a Southern 
drawl. An inmate who knew Ray in 
the MLsutiri penitentiary said Ea^i 

_ of Illinois, had no Southern ac< 
cent.

Money: Galt appeared to spend 
money freely, and paid $2000 cash for 

; the white Mustang. Ray, said the in­
mate, “was tight as a tick ... if you 
owed him money, even a few cents, 
he would bug you to death.”........... ’ 

® Music-dancing: The FBI said *Galt 
“is a fan of western and country 
music” and “is said to be an avid, 
dancer.” The inmate said Ray "never 
expressed any liking” for music or- 
dancing.
$ The FBI said Galt took dancing 
lessons in New Orleans in 1964 and, 
1965. But after reporters pointed out \ 
Ray was in prison these two years,;,' 
FBI officials said the statementjshould ; 
ksvs^cad “reportedly” took dancing 

^lessons. . .. . __ ___ _  _____
’ ’ ’ G^^graduated from a Los Angeles,'.

bartending school last "March; "the 
(FBI said. Reporters determined that 
at this same time a duplicate driver’s 
license was mailed to Galt at the Bir­
mingham rooming house.

■ Dr. Donald B. Peterson, superin­
tendent of a Missouri state hospital 
where Ray was examined for six 
weeks in 1966, said “We didn’t find 
anything to indicate he was a killer 

, or had tendencies to kill.” ‘
■ The penitentiary warden, Harold 

Swenson, said he remembered Ray. 
“It’s odd, but I won’t believe he did 
it (killed Dr. Kjng) until it is .proven.”;

• But. an Dalton, Ga., a former cell* 4/-/ 
mate quoted Ray as once saying he

i ^ould, be willing to kill Dr. King for’ E 
, a $1 million bounty*. . ...JT^TT51

Tele. Room-------- _/ 
Holmes —_l-_Z-

Gandy

The Washington Post zj — 
Times Herald_N

The Washington Daily News 
The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) . 
Daily News (New York)  
Sunday News (New York) 
New York Post
The New York Times

The Sun (Baltimore)
The Worker__________________
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal  
The National Observer 
People*s World

Date APR 2 7 1358
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Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

TO:

Date: 5/3/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIR MAIL - REGISTERED R.R.R
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (UU-38861) (ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY)

SUBJE

FROM: LOS ANGELES (UU-157U)

5623.32

Re Los Angeles telephone call to Bureau today

Enclosed herewith in a cellophane envelope is a type** 
written letter captioned ’’Dear Editor” and ending ’’JAMES RAY^ 
an envelope attached addressed to the ’’Editor in Chief, the 
Los Angeles Times Newspaper, Los Angeles, California”; and a 
Los Angeles Police Department original record card in the name 
of JAMES E. RAY, which card bears his description, prints and 
samples taken on IO/II/I4.9 of his handwriting.

The letter was received from Deputy Chief of Police 
ROBERT HOUGHTON, Los Angeles Police Department, by SAC WESLEY 
G. GRAPP and Supervisor WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN on 5/3/68. HOUGHTON 
advised that he had received the letter from JERRY COHEN, a 
staff writer for the Los Angeles Times, who had brought the 
letter to Deputy Chief HOUGHTON in the hopes of being able to 
determine if it had any authenticity. Deputy Chief HOUGHTON 
advised that he desired to make this available to the FBI for 
examination, and also that COHEN had requested of him that COHEN 
be advised if the letter is authentic or the work of some 
prankster. Deputy Chief HOUGHTON has advised COHEN that he
has

the

2 ** 
(9)

turned the letter over to the FBI

The Bureau is requested to compare the signature on
etter

Bureau

enclosed

c

of JAMES EARL RAY

Memphis (l|lp*1987) (AM) 
Birmingham (1|4**17UO) (AM) 
Atlanta (^2386) (AM) 
Los Angeles 25 MAY 7 1968

WJN:CM

Sent
Special Agent in Charge
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la UU-157U

in an effort to determine whether or Kot this is an authentic 
letter# Also,.the Bureau is requested to conduct a latent 
fingerprint examination for fingerprints of RAY# In addition/ 
a typewriter examination should be conducted, as well as a 
comparison of the contents, spelling, spacing, typings ability, 
etc#, to determine if RAY is the author. The Bureau is also 
requested to examine and advise of any data pertaining to the 
paper and the envelope and to conduct all other possible exami* 
nations to develop the fullest amount of information # >

The letter has been touched by Deputy Chief HOUGHTON^ 
whose prints should be bn record; JERRY COHEN, staff writer/-1: 
Los Angeles Times; JACK GOULDING, Assistant CityEditor, and 
one MIKE STRAZ ER (or STRAUZER), also of the Los Angeles Times; h 
and their female secretary. Of the-male individuals involved, 
it is believed; that they have all served in the m^ ;

/ The original police card is to be returned to Lbs v
Angeles for return to the Los Angeles Police Department. e i

# : / The Bureau is requested to advise Los Angeles of , /
' .results#5: X
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