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fEDLRAL 3IIRFAU OF msnQMHW
& s. department or jUmict

COMMUNICATION SECTION
11968

teletype /

JJRGENT 5-1-68 CND

^/DIRECTOR 44-388861 , MEMPHIS 44-1987 AND KANSAS CITY 44-760

FROM SAN DIEGO 44-387

MURK IN

RE SUSPECT GERALD B. GERLT .

RE KANSAS CITY TEL TO BUREAU APRIL TWO NINE LAST.

GERALD BRUCE GERLT, FOUR NINE ONE NORTH FIRST STREET, 

EL CAJON, CALIFORNIA, INTERVIEWED APRIL THIRTY LAST AND 

ADVISED AS FOLLOWS;

GERLT, HIS WIFE, TWO STEPSONS, AND A DAUGHTER LEFT 

KANSAS CITY, KANSAS, MARCH THREE ONE LAST ENROUTE CALIFORNIA 

ARRIVING LEUCADIA, APRIL THREE LAST AND STAYED AT WOLVERINE 

MOTEL APRIL THREE THROUGH NINE LAST, WHICH WAS VERIFIED 

THROUGH MOTEL RECORDS.

DURING MONTH OF MARCH LAST GERLT, HIS WIFE, AND TWO 

STEPSONS MADE ONE TRIP TO NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, IN CONNECTION 

WITH HIS EMPLOYMENT, JERRY'S NURSERY AND LANDSCAPING COMPANY, 

SIX FIVE FOUR ZERO STATE AVENUE, KANSAS CITY, KANSAS.
IT IS GERLT'S RECOLLECTION ^SE^epa^TED KANSAS CITY, 

KANSAS, MARCH TEN, LAST, STAYING AT THE GRElWWl~ 

END PAGE ONE 23 MAY 3 1968
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PAGE TWO

NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE. NIGHT OF MARCH TEN. HE LOADED EIGHTEEN

THOUSAND POUNDS OF NURSERY STOCK, MARCH ELEVEN. AND DEPARTED

FOR KANSAS CITY. KANSAS STAYING OVERNIGHT AT AN UNRECALLED

MOTEL. WEST MEMPHIS. ARKANSAS. MARCH ELEVEN. AND LEAVING

EARLY MORNING OF MARCH TWELVE ARRIVING KANSAS CITY APPROXIMATELY

EIGHT P.M.. NIGHT OF MARCH TWELVE LAST

GERALD JONES. PART OWNER. JERRY'S NURSERY AND LANDSCAPING

COMPANY. CAN VERIFY DATES OF TRIP THROUGH RECORDS

GERLT RECALLS NO OTHER TRIPS TO TENNESSEE SINCE SIXTYFIV

20N MARCH FOURTEEN LAST. HE AND HIS WIFE SALLY WENT TO

FALLS CITY. NEBRASKA. WHERE FINAL PROCEEDINGS WERE FILED BY

WIFE AGAINST CHARLES WERNER

GERLT ADVISED RACIST VIEWS OF STEPSON'S CAN BE

TRACED TO THEIR FATHER. CHARLES WERNER. ONE NINE ZERO TWO

ABBOTT STREET. FALLS CITY. NEBRASKA. WHO HAS TAUGHT THEM TO

HATE PERSONS OF NEGRO RACE

PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY DISPLAYED GERLT AND COULD FURNISH

NO INFO

DESCRIPTION OF GERLT. WMA. BORN

FALLS CITY. NEBRASKA. SIX FEET. THREE FOUR ONE

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

POUNDS. BROWN HAIR. BROWN EYES. PARENTS INEZ G. GERLT, NEE

FARLOW. MOTHER. RUDY GERLT. FATHER, BOTH RESIDE FALLS CITY

NEBRASKA

KANSAS CITY CONTACT GERALD JONES AND VERIFY DATES GERLT

AND FAMILY IN NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

MEMPHIS. AT NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE, VERIFY GERLT'S STAY

AT GREI3ERS MOTEL, MARCH TEN LAST

END

ACK
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fiKSAt eb%su of ww,fi(;iSH. N

COMMUNICATION S^n

FBI

FBI

410

WASH DC

LASVEGAS

PM URGENT 5-1-68 KXS

TO DIRECTOR. FBI (44-38861)

FROM LAS VEGAS (157-133) 2P

MURKIN

teletype!

AND MEMPHIS (44-1987)

RE ATLANTA AIRTEL APRIL TWENTYFIVE LAST. BUTEL APRIL TWENTYNINE

LAST. AND LOS ANGELES TEL APRIL TWENTYNINE LAST

RE LATENT FINGERPRINT FILES

ONLY AGENCIES MAINTAINING LATENT FINGERPRINT FILES IN NEVADA ARE

LAS VEGAS POLICE DEPARTMENT AND CLARK COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

NEITHER DEPARTMENT CLASSIFIES UNIDENTIFIED LATENTS AND THEY ARE

KEPT ONLY WITH INDIVIDUAL CASE FILE. NO EFFORT IS MADE BY EITHER

DEPARTMENT TO INDEX CASES IN WHICH THERE ARE UNIDENTIFIED

THE ONLY

UNSOLVED

LATENTS

LATENTS

WAY THEY CAN BE LOCATED IS BY COMPLETE REVIEW CF

CASES. OR BY RECOLLECTION OF INDIVIDUAL OFFICERS

ALL

SUBMITTING

BOTH DEPARTMENTS HAVE STATED THEY HAVE INSUFFICIENT

PERSONNEL TO DO A COMPLETE REVIEW IN A SHORT TIME. BUT PROMISED

COOPERATION. BUREAU AND MEMPHIS WILL BE ADVISED OF ANY POSITIVE

INFORMATION

END PAGE ONE

O

b-

25 May 3 1968
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PAGE TWO

LV 157-133

RE MODE OF TRANSPORTATION USED BY RAY WHEN DEPARTING ATLANTA IN

APRIL OR MARCH. NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT

ALL CAR RECOVERIES IN NEVADA SINCE MARCH TWENTYTHREE LAST

REVIEWED. NO CARS BORE GEORGIA LICENSE. NO CARS RECOVERED

WHICH RAY COULD LOGICALLY BE CONSIDERED SUSPECT

RE TELEPHONE BOOTHS. ST. FRANCIS HOTEL. LOS ANGELES

LAS VEGAS TELEPHONE NUMBER SEVEN THREE FIVE NINE SEVEN

IS AN OUTDOOR PAY TELEPHONE LOCATED ON THE CORNER OF ALBERT

AND KOVAL LANE IN LAS VEGAS. THIS TELEPHONE IS NOT IN VIEW

ONE THREE

STREET

FROM

ANY OF THE SURROUNDING BUILDINGS. IN VIEW OF ABOVE IT IS NOT

BELIEVED FEASIBLE TO ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY USER OF THIS TELEPHONE AT

THREE TWENTYEIGHT PM DECEMBER TWENTYTHREE NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN

END

WPK

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

FBI WASH DC
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FBI WASH DC

FBI JKSN MISS

2:23 PM 5-1-62 URGENT LDG

TO DIRECTOR (44-32861)

FROM JACKSON (157-9586)

PUPKIN

ATLANTA, A ND B IRMI NGHAM (44-1 740)

RE BIRMINGHAM TEL TO BUREAU, ATLANTA, JACKSON

KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS, AND MIAMI APRIL THIRTY LAST,

SUPERVISOR JOHN WHITE, DELTA AIRLINES, JACKSON, MISS

ADVISED MAY ONE INSTAMT THAT I NBO UND-PASS ENG ER RECORDS ARE

NOT MAINTAINED BEYOND TWENTYFOUR HOURS. PASSENGER WEAVER

(FNU) NOT RECALLED AND UNKNOWN AT JACKSON. WHITE ADVISED

PRESENT LOCATION OF CREW OF FLIGHT ONE FIVE ONE FROM BIRMINGHAM

TO JACKSON TO DALLAS CAN BE OBTAINED AT DELTA AIRLINES ATLANTA

WHITE ADVISED THAT IN EVENT WEAVER

OVEH THE COUNTED IMMEDIATELY PRIOR

IDENTIFYING DATA WOULD BE AVAILABLE

PURCHASED TICKET AT BIRMINGHAM

TO TAKEOFF, NO FIR THEE

IN THE EVENT WEAVER MADE

RESERVATION AND PICKED UP TICKET AT COUNTER, FURTHER DESCRIPTIVE

END PAGE ONE

^1

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176





2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176





2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LS 44-947

MEMPHIS

AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

Will advise Los Angeles whether further investigation
is desired in an attempt to locate ALONZO F. COOK, JR. for 
interview to determine whether or not he attempted to call 
his mother on 1-12-68 from the St. Francis Hotel, Los Angeles 
California.

A
A
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12-47 PM AST RKK

T 5-1-68

.Mr
Mi 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
.Mt 
Mt 
M r 
M r 
Mr 
Tri 
Mis 
Mi;

To,gon_____  
l>£caeh 
Mohr._____ 
Ei’Gp 
Casper_____  
Callahan 
Conrad .
FJt ^ /

TO/DIRECTOR (44-28861), MEMPHIS, AND MOBILE (PLAINTEXT)

MEMPHIS AND MOBILE VIA WASHINGTON ()

. RirlU
IL riles 
Gandy

FROM SAN JUAN (157-61) -P- 2P

MURKIN

RE JACKSONVILLE TELETYPE APRIL THIRTY, LAST, TO BUREAU.

JAMES EARL RAY, JR., USN B NINE FOUR FIVE ONE FOUR THREE, 

INTERVIEWED MAY ONE, INSTANT, AT ROOSEVELT ROADS NAVAL STATION, 

PUERTO RICO. RAY IS SON OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL JAMES EARL RAY, 

PRESENTLY' IN U.S. ARMY, VIETNAM. MOTHER, TERESA LEE, RESIDES 

FOUR ZERO THREE HONEYSUCKLE COURT, MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA. RAY, JR., 

SUPRA, NOT ACQUAINTED WITH JAMES EARL R^fpS^ECT OF MURKIN AND

DOES NOT BELIEVE RELATED. RAY’S GRANDPARENTS WR . AND MRS, RUFUS 

RAY, TWO FIVE EAST SOUTH STREET, MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, ORIGINALLY 

FROM WASHINGTON, D. C. AND WOULD KNOW IF ANY RELATIONSHIP’’” 

EXISTS WITH SUBJECT. RAY, JR., ASSIGNED TO SQUADROnM%e seven 

FOUR AND WILL RETURN TO CECIL FIELD, USN, JACKSONVILLE/TtORIDA , 

ON ABOUT MAY TWENTY-FIVE, NEXT. -

uDMAy A 
END PAGE ONE .........

UFTAYED TO
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PAGE TWO

SAN JUAN 157-61

LEAD

MOBILE DIVISON

AT MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

WILL CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO FURTHER IDENTIFY JAMES EARL

RAY, SR., AND DETERMINE IF RELATED TO SUBJECT OF INSTANT CASE

END

WA

MKP R RELAY

FBI WASH DC
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u andv

CABLEGRAM

DeLoach

Bishop

Callahan

CODE

URGENT

1 - Mr McDonough

*
TO: LEGAT MEXICO CITY

FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

YOU SHOULD FULLY REVIEW THE SITUATION IN THE TERRITORY

COVERED BY YOU RELATIVE TO PUBLICITY IN ORDER TO INSURE

^ THAT THE MOST EXTENSIVE AND WIDE-SPREAD PUBLICITY IS BEING

/-AFFORDED THIS MATTER

REWARDS IN THIS CASE

THE BUREAU HAS NOT OFFERED ANY

PARTICULAR EMPHASIS SHOULD, HOWEVER

"BE PLACED ON FULLY PUBLICIZING THE REWARDS IN THE VICINITY

OF ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS WHICH, ACCORDING TO NEWS

~ iffiDIA, ARE OUTSTANDING. IT IS TO BE

THESE REWARDS ARE NOT OFFERED BY THE

INTERESTED SOURCES. SPECIFICS AS TO

WHOM WILL BE FURNISHED UPON

YOU SHOULD CONTINUE TO

CLEARLY

FBI BUT

AMOUNTS

UNDERSTOOD THAT

ARE FROM OTHER

OFFERED AND BY

RECEIPT OF THIS INFORMATION FROM

n^ PUJLICITY O 

PRESSYOUR SOURCES TO

THE MEMPHIS OFFICE. ADVISE

ANY INFORMATION IN THIS CASE AND NO AVENUE OF LOGICS MAY 3 1%8

INVESTIGATION IS TO

MEMPHIS. ARMED AND

2 - SAC, MEMPHIS

1 - Foreign Liaison

(6)
TELETYPE UNIT

BE LEFT UNEXPLORED. AIRMAIL COPXJTQ

DANGEROUS

Unit

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO
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NOTE:

This is to insure that Legat, Mexico City is 
maintaining pressure on this case through public interest 
and through investigative sources. Although we have not 
offered any rewards, we are aware of rewards issued in 
Memphis according to public pronouncements. Wide-spread
publicity concerning these 
should be an inducement to 
to come forward if they do 
been known to have been in

rewards by other interested sources 
Mexican residents and authoriti.es 
have any information. Ray has 
Mexico, and he has mentioned

Mexico in his conversations with persons we have interviewed.
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Transmit the following in

AIRTEL

F

TO

SUBJECT:

SAC, CHICAGO (44^1114)

Atlanta 
re look

F B I

Date: 5/1/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

(P riority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Re Chicago tel to Atlanta dated 4/26/68 and 
tel to Director, Memphis, and Chicago, 4/25/68, 
alike observed at R. B. Jones, Pure Oil Station,

Americus, Georgia, 4/16/68.

Enclosed for the Bureau and Memphis is one copy 
of investigative insert setting forth investigation at 
Pure Oil Company, Palatime, Illinois. Enclosed for the 
Atlanta office are two copies of the above mentioned 
insert. In addition, there is enclosed for Atlanta Office 
are two Xerox copies of the transmittal slip and credit cards 
submitted to Pure Oil Company by R. B. JONES on 4/18/68.

LEAD

ATLANTA

AT AMERICUS, GEORGIA. Will utilize the enclosed 
credit slips in further interview of RANDOLPH B. JONES in 
an effort to establish the identity of the person he believed 
to be identical with subject at his gas station on 4/16/68.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

Bureau (Enc . 1^f ; 0- 1 ■
(44-2386) (AMSD) (Enc. 4)2 - Atlanta

1 - Memphis
1 - Chicago

RJD:bJo 
(7)

(44-19^ (Enc. 1)

Approved:'..-/'( i ' ___________________  
.Special Agent in Charge

Sent Per
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CG 44-1114 
RJD: bj o 
1 InvestigationPure Oil Company, Palatine,Jllinois

The Atlanta Division advised on April 25, 1968, 
that Mr. RANDOLPH B. JONES, Pure Oil Company Dealer, 
Americus, Georgia, advised he sold gas to an individual on 
April 16, 1968, who closely resembled 1968 photo of JAMES 
EARL RAY. Mr. JONES described the car he believed the 
person to be driving as well as furnishing a physical 
description of this individual. He also stated that he 
believed the individual purchased gas on a temporary Pure 
Oil Credit Card, which he believes expires in August or 
September, 1968. He also advised that the credit card slips 
were purchases on April 16, 1968, and had already been 
forwarded to the Pure Oil Company Retail Department, Palatine, 
Illinois.

On April 26, 1968, Mr. CLYDE E. RHODES, Accounting 
Department, Pure Oil Company, Palatine, Illinois, was 
telephonically contacted by SA RENE J. DUMAINE, at which time 
he advised that the package of credit card slips mailed in 
by Mr. JONES on April 17, 1968, would already be in the 
Balance process, Accounting Department, and would take until 
at least April 30, 1968, to locate. He said it is possible 
that he would be able to locate the credit card slips mailed 
in on April 22, 1968. He requested that he be furnished 
with the Transmittal Slip number used by JONES in submitting 

credit card transactions.

On the same date, Mr. RHODES was furnished with 
following transmittal numbers:

4/18/68 - 7-0217999 
7-0218000

4/22/68 - 7-0217997 
7-0217998 

foregoing were obtained from the Atlanta Division in

the

the

The
contact with Mr. R. B. JONES. Mr. RHODES advised that he 
had located all of the credit card slips submitted on 
April 22, 1968. A review of these slips did not reveal any
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CG 44-1114
RJD:b j o
2

credit card slips for any transaction on April 16, 1968

In a continuing review of Pure Oil Company
records, in conjunction with Mr. RHODES and THOMAS DAVINI 
by SA ROBERT F. PEVAHOUSE on April 29 and 30, 1968, 
located the list of credit card invoices submitted by Mr. 
JONES on April 18, 1968. Credit card purchase number 
0882579109 was made by Lt. Col. WILKERSON, however, the 
invoice itself could not be located and the address was not 
yet in file. The charge for credit card number 603-855-3685 
is another company credit card and the ticket has already 
been separated elsewhere. No further effort will be made 
to locate this card in view of the comments made by Mr. 
JONES. It should be noted that this review did not reveal 
any purchase made on a temporary Pure Oil Credit Card.

companies;
There were purchases made by the following

Americus Utility 
Aladdin Insulaters 
Georgia Highway Department 
V. R, Bush Company 
Southern Bell of Georgia 
Simplex Nail 
W. C. Page

The charge for H. 0. JONES, JR. was not further
checked out since it was in the amount of $101.43, which 
could not have been a mere gas purchase.

A review of the credit card slips submitted 
reveals the following purchases for gasoline on April 16, 1968

A.U. ARNOLD
RFD Americus, Georgia

JAMES F. TRAINOR
P.O. Box 265
Damascus, Georgia

J. ROY STUDSTILL 
212 Daniel Street 
Americus, Georgia
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