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5 '
FBI WASH DC

FBI CHICAGO ' V ■ -

329PM URGENT 5/2/68 JLS

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM CHICAGO (44-1114) 2P

MUR KIN.

. RE MEMPHIS TEL TO BUREAU AND CHICAGO INSTANT.

RE INTERVIEW BROTHER JERRY, MAY ONE LAST JERRY

STATES HAS NO INFO OR INDICATION FROM JOHN RAY OR CAROL PEPPER THAT 

THEY WERE EVER AWARE OF SUBJECT’S WHEREABOUTS SINCE IN FUGITIVE 

STATUS. JERRY HAS NO INFO OR INDICATION THAT AMY CONTACT HAS BEE’’ 

MADE BY THE SUBJECT WITH EITHER JOHN OR CAROL AND IS OF STRONG 

OPINION THAT NO CONTACT HAS BEEN MADE. IN LAST INTERVIEW AND OTHER 

INTERVIEWS, JERRY HAS STATED THAT HE HAS READ THAT THE FIRST 

APPEARANCE OF ERIC STARVO GALT WAS SEPTEMBER ONE LAST AT

BIRMINGHAM. IN ATTEMPTING TO DETERMINE POSSIBILITY OF BROTHER 

JOHN’S ASSISTING SUBJECT IN ESCAPE, JERRY WAS QUESTIONED AS TO

WHETHER OR NOT JOHN DIE AID SUBJECT AND WHETHFR^^ OR CAROL HAD

ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING S UBJ ECT’ S' WHEREAS OUTS FROM' TlW^bT'^cPT’ 

UNTIL NEWSPAPER ACCOUNT OF GALT’S APPEARANCE IN BIRMING^W 6 1??^

END PAGE ONE 1 -------- --------

7 9 MAY ’ 01968
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PLAINTEXT
5-2-68

TELETYPE URGENT

TO SACs BIRMINGHAM
TAMPA 
MEMPHIS

FROM DIRECTOR, FBI „
R£C 5

MURKIN

REBHTEL MAY ONE

CHARLES RAY JOHNSON

(44-1740) 
(157-3231) 
(44-1987)

(44-38861)

1 - Mr. Hudson

LAST AND TPTEL MAY ONE LAST RE

BIRMINGHAM, REINTERVIEW SPARKS CONCERNING INFORMATION

HE FURNISHED IN VIEW OF FACT HE IS UNKNOWN TO L. B. DEMAY

BHTEL OF

IN TAMPA

AND THAT

APRIL TWENTYEIGHT LAST STATES SPARKS SAW JOHNSON

THREE DAYS PREVIOUS TO APRIL TWENTYEIGHT LAST

HE FIRST SAW JOHNSON IN TAMPA ON APRIL EIGHT LAST

AND OBSERVED HIM DAILY UNTIL HE

FURNISHING TAMPA WITH PHOTOGRAPH

ASSIST TAMPA IN IDENTIFYING THEM

SPARKS, LEFT TAMPA. CONSIDER

OF SPARKS AND HIS WIFE TO

TAMPA, RECONTACT PERSONNEL OF ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS AND

HAVE THEIR RECORDS THOROUGHLY RECHECKED FOR ANY INFORMATION

RELATING TO SPARKS OR JOHNSON. FROM INFORMATION FURNISHED BY

SPARKS, IT IS APPARENT IF HE WAS NOT IN FACT EMPLOYED BY

ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS, HE IS AT LEAST AWARE OF THE IDENTITY OF
Tolson — 
DeLoach
Mohr ------ 
Bishop —
Casper — 
Callahan 
Conrad — 
Felt ___  
Gale ___ 
Rosen — 
Sullivan
Tavel — 
Trotter -

Hoim^
Gandy

’’HOT SHOT” WHO

FJH.-jlh 
(3)

TAMPA HAS IDENTIFIED AS L. B. DEMAY

see Note page two

7Fl
MAIL ROOMl------1 TELETYPE UNIT
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NOTE:

James Sparks advised Birmingham on 4-28-68, he was 
former employee of Royal American Shows, Tampa, Florida, and 
that he had observed one Charles Ray Johnson as an employee 
there between 4/8 - 28/68. Inquiries Royal American Shows 
disclosed no record of Johnson or Sparks, and no one recalls 
Johnson or Sparks. Sparks maintains Johnson resembles 
photograph of subject, Ray.
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T'r I '

FBI

FBI

409

WASH DC

B IR MG HA DI

PM URGENT 5-1-68 JGA

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861, MEMPHIS 44-1987 AMD TAMPA

FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1 740 3P

BURKIN

RE BIRMINGHAM TELETYPE

TELETYPE APRIL TWENTYNINE.

JAMES SPARKS, TWO ZERO

APRIL TWENTYEIGHT, LAST, AND TAMPA

LAST

ZERO ELEVENTH STREET, ROBINWOOD

MERLY EMPLOYED BY ROAYL AMERICAN SHOWS, WAS CONTACTED THIS

BUREAU AGENTS REGARDING CHARLES RAY JOHNSON, AND FURNISHED

FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

HE FIRST OBSERVED JOHNSON WHEN

FAIRGROUND OF ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS

EIGHT, LAST, SEEKING EMPLOYMENT AS

NEATLY DRESSED, WAS WEARING A DARK

DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, SIX FEET

HE

AT

AN

F0R-

DA TE B Y

THE

(JOHNSON) CAME TO THE WINTER

TAMPA, FLORIDA, ON APRIL

EXTRA JOHNSON APPEARED

BROWN BUSINESS SUIT. AND IS

TO SIX FEET TWO

ONE SIX FIVE TO ONE SEVEN FIVE POUNDS, DARK BROWN ^AIR
W 6 1968

SPARKS

CONCESSION

AND MOVING

ADVISED JOHNSON WAS HIRED A5 A "ROUGHIE" AROWHUJHE

STANDS TO PERFORM ODD JOBS, SUCH AS, PAINTING, STOCKING

SHOW EQUIPMENT. FROM CONVERSATIONS WITH JOHNSON, SPARKS

ABE ONE
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PAGE TWOO

ADVISED HE BELIEVES JOHNSON IS TOTALLY UNFAMILAR WITH THE OPERATIONS

OF AN AMUSEMENT PARK AND THE FUNCTIONS OF A "ROUGHIE. SPARKS STATED

HE OBSERVED

AGO WHEN HE

SPARKS

NERVOUS AND

JOHNSON

(SPARKS)

FURTHER

DAILY FROM THE DATE HE ARRIVED UNTIL FOUR DAYS

LEFT THE COMPANY TO SEEK NEW EMPLOYMENT.

ADVISED THAT IN HIS OPINION JOHNSON ACTED VERY

WAS WARY OF STRANGERS AROUND THE SHOW

SPARKS STATED THAT AS AN EXTRA", JOHNSON WAS PAID IN CASH ON

A DAILY BASIS AND PROBABLY LIVED ON THE TRAIN WITH THE REST OF THE

SINGLE

EXTRAS

EXTRAS

MALE EMPLOYEES SPARKS ADVISED THAT EMPLOYEES HIRED AS

ARE NOT INCLUDED ON THE PAYROLL BY NAME BUT ARE LISTED AS

ONLY

SPARKS ADVISED THAT THE CONCESSION SUPERVISOR FOR ROYAL

AMERICAN SHOWS IS KNOWN AS "HOTSHOT AND WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY KNOW

JOHNSON

AND WILL

MRS

SPARKS STATED HE BELIEVED THE SHOW IS ENROUTE TO MEMPHIS

EVENTUALLY SET UP IN CANADA

LINDA SPARKS, WIFE OF JAMES SPARKS, ADVISED SHE WAS EM-

PLOYED ON THE CONCESSION STANDS OF ROYAL AMERICAN

OBSERVING A PHOTOGRAPH OF SUBJECT RAY, SHE STATED

MAN SHE KNEW AS CHARLES RAY JOHNSON

END PAGE TWO

SHOWS, AND AFTER

THAT THIS WS A
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAT 1962 EDITION 
G'L GEN. REG. NO. 27

5010-106

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

Mr. DeLoach

A. Ros^i .

MURKIN

1 -
1 -
1 -
1 -
1 -
1 -
1 -

Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

This case involves the

date: May

DeLoach 
Rosen 
Malley 
McGowan 
Long 
McDonough 
Martindale

°>

1
1
1
1
1

1968

- Mr, 
- Mr, 
- Mr, 
- Mr, 
- Mr,

1 - Mr

Mohr 
Bishop 
Conrad
Gale 
Sullivan 
Trotter

murder of Martin Luther King, Jr

Attached is a photograph of Ray that has just been obtained from 
the Postal Inspector of Los Angeles. It has been determined from 
identifying numbers on the back of this Polaroid print that the film was 
manufactured in August, 1967. The photograph was mailed on or about 
2/17/68 to a girl Ray had written through a correspondence club. This 
is considered the best picture of Ray yet obtained since it shows more 
detail of the lines and features of his face than previous photographs have 
shown.

ACTION:

This photograph is being duplicated for wide distribution 
through field offices and Legats.

Enclosure

WLM:vea , 
(14V '

A

COPY MADE FOR MR. TOLSON
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KO 44-760

PAGE TWO

RELEASED MAY FOUR, NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE. MO FURTHER 

INFORMATION DEVELOPED IN KANSAS CITY RE FONTENNOT.

RE WILLIAM THOMAS JACOBS, FBI NUMBER TWO FIVE THREE ZERO 

FOUR ZERO ZERO.

JACOBS WAS NOT LOCATED THROUGH CREDIT, CRIMINAL, AND

A CHECK OF ALL TRUCK DRIVER UNIONS IN KANSAS CITY.

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION REQUESTED TO FURNISH KANSAS 

CITY WITH ARREST RECORD OF FONTENNOT, FBI NUMBER EIGHT SIX 

ZERO FOUR EIGHT NINE B AND THE RECORD OF JACOBS, FBI NUMBER 

TWO FIVE T^EE ZERO FOUR ZERO ZERO.

AIRMAIL COPIES TO MEMPHIS AND SAN ANTONIO.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

P.

END

WPK

FBI WASH DC r
CALLED: L

By—Tinier—? '
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via AZRIEL

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

contacted

F B I

Date: 5/2/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, PHILADELPHIA (44-1368)

MURKIN

Re Bureau airtel 4/22/68 to Philadelphia.

On 4/24/68 SAs NED W. HERSMAN and MICHAEL B. DAVIS 
ARIEL TINSLEY regarding her letter to MR. HOOVER.

MISS TINSLEY said she saw the referenced individual
only one time, at which time she was walking home on Cobbs 
Creek Parkway behind the individual she believed to be GALT. 

‘ ' 'he had a full face and was inShe said she only saw that 
work clothes. This was on 
murder.

April 5, 1968, the day after the

She has not seen this individual since and could
not identify the photo of JAMES EARL RAY as being identical 
to the individual she saw. MISS TINSLEY could furnish no 
further information of value on the individual.

Information copy being furnished Memphis.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

3 - Bureau (44-38861) (RM)
1 - Memphis (Info) (RM)
1 - Philadelphia (44-1368) 2 MAY 3 1968

MBD/lpm 
(5)

^ C. - Bishop

gent in Charge
Sent M Per
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EE NOTE

PLAINTEXT
5/2/68

TELETYPE URGENT Mr. Long

TO: SACS. BIRMINGHAM AND MEMPHIS

FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
SEE NOTE ON REVERSE SIDE

MURKIN

REBUTEL FOUR TWENTY-FOUR SIXTY-EIGHT

BUREAU IS DISSEMINATING THE REPORTS IN THIS CASE TO

THE DEPARTMENT. THEREFORE. BUREAU AUTHORITY IS GRANTED

TO BIRMINGHAM TO DISSEMINATE ONE COPY EACH OF THE REPORTS

OF ATLANTA. BIRMINGHAM. LOS ANGELES AND MEMPHIS TO USA AT

BIRMINGHAM. COPIES OF REPORTS SHOULD NOT BE DISSEMINATED

■TO USA, MEMPHIS OR ANY OTHER USA

ADVISE USA. BIRMINGHAM IN WRITING THAT REPORTS

OR CONTENTS THEREOF ARE FOR THEIR OWN USE AND NOT TO
“1^ -

DeLoach 
Mohr ___  
Bishop _ 
Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad . 
Felt __  
Gale — 
Rosen _ 
Sullivan

Gand'

BE DISCLOSED TO OUTSIDE

AIR MAIL COPIES TO

PERSONS.,, .

ATLANTA AND LOS

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

ANGELES 'S * 6 »

2
2

ATLANTA. 
LOSA^G

REL:cs
(7) nJ

MAIL ROOM I___ I TELETYPE UNIT
ECTOR’S OFFICE
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NOTE: Reports from Atlanta, Birmingham, Los Angeles and
Memphis Divisions received. Process obtained in this case at 
Birmingham, Alabama, and Birmingham was directed to confirm 
prosecutive opinion of USA by letter. The above offices were 
instructed not to disseminate the reports until Bureau instructs 
otherwise. The reports have now been read and in view of the 
fact that the evidence and the results of Lab examination of the 
evidence have been sent to Memphis, the reports should be 
disseminated to the Department at this time. Birmingham is being 
instructed to disseminate reports to USA at Birmingham.

See Memo Rosen to DeLoach, same caption, dated 
5/2/68, REL:cs.
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