2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

AT 44-2326€

REPORTEDLY LEFT MCNTREAL, CANADA AREA SOMETIME DURING AUG, 'SIXTYSEVEN

AND POSSIBILITY RAY UTILIZED STOLEN CADILLAC FOR TRANSPCRTATION TC
SOUTH,

KANSAS CITY TMMEDIATELY CONTACT PHILLIP PETROLEUM AND ATTENMPT
TC IDENTIFY ST. PIERRE. THEREAFTER, SET OUT LEADS TO LOCATE ST. PIERRE
WITH INSTRUCTTIONS THAT PHOTNS OF RAY BE DISPLAYED IN AN EFFORT TC
IDENTIFY HIM OR FLIMINATE HIM WITH STOLEN CADILLAC.

APMED AMD DANGEROUS, P

FBI WASH DC
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5/1/68

AIRTEL ATRMATL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44%-38861)
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-76C) P
MURKIN

Enclosed herewith to the Bureau are 3 copies
of an investigative irsert concerning an interview with
CECIL CLAYTON LILLIBRIDGE aka CARL LILLIBRIDGE,

MSP #67755. LILLIBRIDGE is currently confined in the
Cole County Jail, Jefferson Cily, Mo. and requested his
identity be concealed. Therefore his name is not being
set forth on the investigative insert.

2 copies above insert are enclosed to Memphis.

1 copy above insert enclosed to San Antonio,
St. Louis and Chicago.

The pertinent portion of this information has
previously been furnished by teletype, however the insert is
being enclosed for complete information.

It is to be noted that the prison records reveal
JOHN HURTT aka KENNETH HURTT, MSP #75502, on 1/20/67, sent a

/4rBureau (Enc. 3)
2~-Memphis (Enc. 2)
1-San Antonio (Enc. 1)
1-St. Louis (Enc. 1)
1-Chicago (Enec. 1)
2-Kansas City

RBH:ssc
(11)
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5/1/68

AIRTEL AIRMATIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (4h4-~388561)
FROM: SAC, KANSA3 CITY (u44-760) P
MURKIN

Enclosed herewith to the Bureau are 3 copies
of an investigative insert concerning an interview with
CLCIL CLAYTON LILLIEBRIDGE aka CARL LILLIDRIDGE,

MSP #67755. LILLIERIDGE is currently confined in the
Ccle County Jail, Jefferson City, Mo. and requested his
identity be concealed. Therefore his name is not being
set forth on the investigative insert.

2 copies above insert are enclosed to Memphis.

1 copy above insert enclogsed to San Antonio,
St. Louis and Chicago.

The pertinent portion of this information has
previously been furnished by teletype, however the insert is
being enclosed for complete information.

It is to be noted that the prison records reveal
JOHN HURTT aka KENNETH HURTT, MSP #75502, on 1/20/67, sent a

(W-Bureau (Enc. 3)
2-Memphis (Enc. 2)
1-3an Antonio (Enc. 1)
1-St. Louis (Enc. 1)
l1-Chicago (Enc., 1)
2-Kansas City

PBH:ssc
(11)
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KC 44-760
THW:ENV
1

The following investigation was conducted by
SA THOMAS H. WEAVER:

AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI:

On April 29, 1968, a former inmate of the Missouri
State Penitentiary advised as follows:

He knew JAMES EARL RAY at the Missouri State
Penitentiary (MSP). From his conversations with RAY, he
learned that RAY's maximum ambition in life was to make a
"score" of about $20 - $30,000.00, after which he would go to Mexico
to "hide out", living simply on the loot at the favorable
Mexican exchange rate. RAY had spoken to him about his
previous trips to Mexico, following "two or three" armed
robberies, involving small scores, where he would "cool off"
and live on beer, beans and milk. RAY spoke of Campeche
Bay, near the Yucatan Peninsula, and he spoke of living with
peasants on the outskirts of the town of Campeche, Mexico.
RAY also spoke of a cheap "red light district" he favored
located in the town of Torreon or Torrejon (phonetic), which
the former MSP inmate thought was located in north central
Mexico. Cost was a factor in anything RAY did, and he
apparently lived frugally and budgeted his money carefully.

RAY did not like Negroes in general, but he
expressed no particular feeling toward MARTIN LUTHER KING,
although he has heard RAY refer to Dr. KING as "MARTIN
LUTHER COON". RAY read enthusiastically, especially the
weekly news magazines available at the MSP, and he would
react in an outspoken manner opposing H. RAP BROWN and
STOKELY CARMICHAEL when he read of their activities, as
well as in opposition to publicity Dr. KING received in
certain instances.

FHELOSURE
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The former MSP inmate never heard of any bounty
mentioned with regard to Dr, KING at the MSP or elsewhere,
He believes he has heard RAY speculate that there might be
some money available through some splinter group for the
murder of BROWN or CARMICHAEL, but he never heard him speak
in this regard about Dr, KING, RAY did not mention specific
groups or any knowledge of any real payoff information, He
recalls RAY's telling him, during the time he celled with
him, that while he was on the minor construction detail at
the MSP, one of the guards referred to the Negro inmates
working on the detail as '"boy', and the Negroes went on a
"sit-down" strike, and induced about two of the white inmates
to join their strike, and when one of the Negroes referred
to RAY as ''gray", he got into a fight with that inmate, although
the prison officials never learned of the fight, and the former
MSP inmate'!s knowledge of the fight was as a result of RAY's
telling him, and he does not know whether or not it is true,

RAY was a hypochondriac in that he took six or
seven different kinds of pills daily, imagining that he had
a "cranial depression'" and a 'rapid palpitation of the heart",
He would use former inmate's watch with a second hand and
time his pulse, He was able to obtain "pills" from going on
sick call as well as through inmate sources in the MSP, The
former inmate had some pills he had obtained for treatment
of his arthritis, from which he obtained no relief, and RAY
took these pills, thinking that he might some day have arthritis,
and the pills might ward off future effects of that affliction,
He believes RAY was selling amphetamine all the time he was
in the MSP, but former inmate does not know his source,

RAY mentioned a traffic for the sale of small
appliances in Mexico, due to the tariff Mexicans had to pay
for such items they purchased legally, and he spoke of
having smuggled such items into Mexico, He said he was
acquainted with a man who operated a small scale smuggling
business, who lived near the town of Campeche, Mexico, RAY
mentioned this man so often that former inmate recalls his
name: either MATEO LOPEZ GARCIA or MATEO GARCIA LOPEZ, who
apparently had lived for some time in the United States, and
who spoke English, He bellieves this is the man RAY referred
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to as the owner of a small fishing boat, and he would
smuggle things from Brownsville, Texas, into Mexico through
Campeche Bay. He believes RAY made trips on this boat with
the man, and apparently Mexican Nationals are not checked
upon entering Mexico through Campeche Bay in fishing boats,
He does not believe RAY could speak Spanish, other than for
basic words for basic needs, He heard RAY mention a brother
in St, Louis, Missouri, and he believes some of RAY's trips
to Mexico were with either the brother or with someone he
had participated in armed robberies with, name not given,
RAY indicated he had invested a little money in TV sets and
washing machines which were transported to Mexico by his
friend with the fishing boat, RAY said he had been to Mexico
City "a couple of times', and he apparently liked Mexico
City, but said it was a "tourist trap'", and he could not
afford to stay there,

RAY's only reference to working had to do with past
bartending jobs, He believes RAY said he had tended bar
somewhere in Peoria, Illinois, and at some other town in

southern Illinois, exact location not known, He never mentioned
Oregon or Canada, that former inmate recalls,

RAY never mentioned to him his plans for escape or
specific plans to hide out any particular place, but his
conversation indicated he wanted to ''make the one big score'"
and retire in Mexico, He mentioned that he and another man,
name not mentioned, drove to Mexico, apparently Campeche,
one time, in an old model Chevrolet, specific routes not
mentioned, He does not know how RAY made his other trips to
Mexico he claimed to have made, He said that he had lived
in a rented three-room shack on the outskirts of Campeche,
within walking distance of the town, and from his conver-
sation, former inmate gathered that this was during the late
1950's, RAY said he had been in Arizona before, but he did
not mention any of the Mexican-United States Border towns,
other than Brownsville, Texas,

He recalls RAY mentioned having watched a "fire
dance" done by small Negro boys at a hotel in Acapulco,
Mexico, He indicated he had not stayed at the hotel where
the performance was, since it was too expensive, but stayed
at an unnamed cheaper hotel, and he indicated that live coals
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA THOMAS H. WEAVER:

AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI:

On April 29, 1968, a former inmate of the Missouri
State Penitentiary advised as follows:

He knew JAMES EARL RAY at the Missouri State
Penitentiary (MSP). From his conversations with RAY, he
learned that RAY's maximum ambition in life was to make a
"score" of about $20 - $30,000.00, after which he would go to Mexico
to "hide out", living simply on the loot at the favorable
Mexican exchange rate. RAY had spoken to him about his
previous trips to Mexico, following "two or three" armed
robberies, involving small scores, where he would "cool off"
and live on beer, beans and milk. RAY spoke of Campeche
Bay, near the Yucatan Peninsula, and he spoke of living with
peasants on the outskirts of the town of Campeche, Mexico.
RAY also spoke of a cheap "red light district" he favored
located in the town of Torreon or Torrejon (phonetic), which
the former MSP inmate thought was located in north central
Mexico. Cost was a factor in anything RAY did, and he
apparently lived frugally and budgeted his money carefully.

RAY did not like Negroes in general, but he
expressed no particular feeling toward MARTIN LUTHER KING,
although he has heard RAY refer to Dr. KING as "MARTIN
LUTHER COON". RAY read enthusiastically, especially the
weekly news magazines available at the MSP, and he would
react in an outspoken manner opposing H. RAP BROWN and
STOKELY CARMICHAEL when he read of their activities, as
well as in opposition to publicity Dr. KING received in
certain instances.
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The former MSP inmate never heard of any bounty
mentioned with regard to Dr, KING at the MSP or elsewhere,
He believes he has heard RAY speculate that there might be
some money available through some splinter group for the
murder of BROWN or CARMICHAEL, but he never heard him speak
in this regard about Dr, KING, RAY did not mention specific
groups or any knowledge of any real payoff information, He
recalls RAY's telling him, during the time he celled with
him, that while he was on the minor construction detail at
the MSP, one of the guards referred to the Negro inmates
working on the detail as '"boy", and the Negroes went on a
"sit-down" strike, and induced about two of the white inmates
to join their strike, and when one of the Negroes referred
to RAY as '""gray", he got into a fight with that inmate, although
the prison officials never learned of the fight, and the former
MSP inmate's knowledge of the fight was as a result of RAY's
telling him, and he does not know whether or not it is true,

RAY was a hypochondriac in that he took six or
seven different kinds of pills daily, imagining that he had
a "cranial depression'" and a "rapid palpitation of the heart",
He would use former inmate's watch with a second hand and
time his pulse, He was able to obtain '"pills'" from going on
sick call as well as through inmate sources in the MSP, The
former inmate had some pills he had obtained for treatment
of his arthritis, from which he obtained no relief, and RAY
took these pills, thinking that he might some day have arthritis,
and the pills might ward off future effects of that affliction,
He believes RAY was selling amphetamine all the time he was
in the MSP, but former inmate does not know his source,

RAY mentioned a traffic for the sale of small
appliances in Mexico, due to the tariff Mexicans had to pay
for such items they purchased legally, and he spoke of
having smuggled such items into Mexico, He said he was
acquainted with a man who operated a small scale smuggling
business, who lived near the town of Campeche, Mexico, RAY
mentioned this man so often that former inmate recalls his
name: either MATEO LOPEZ GARCIA or MATEO GARCIA LOPEZ, who
apparently had lived for some time in the United States, and
who spoke English, He believes this is the man RAY referred
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to as the owner of a small fishing boat, and he would
smuggle things from Brownsville, Texas, into Mexico through
Campeche Bay. He believes RAY made trips on this boat with
the man, and apparently Mexican Nationals are not checked
upon entering Mexico through Campeche Bay in fishing boats,
He does not believe RAY could speak Spanish, other than for
basic words for basic needs, He heard RAY mention a brother
in St, Louis, Missouri, and he believes some of RAY's trips
to Mexico were with either the brother or with someone he
had participated in armed robberies with, name not given,
RAY indicated he had invested a little money in TV sets and
washing machines which were transported to Mexico by his
friend with the fishing boat, RAY said he had been to Mexico
City "a couple of times", and he apparently liked Mexico
City, but said it was a "tourist trap", and he could not
afford to stay there,

RAY's only reference to working had to do with past
bartending jobs, He believes RAY said he had tended bar
somewhere in Peoria, Illinois, and at some other town in

southern Illinois, exact location not known, He never mentioned
Oregon or Canada, that former imnmate recalls,

RAY never mentioned to him his plans for escape or
specific plans to hide out any particular place, but his
conversation indicated he wanted to '""make the one big score"
and retire in Mexico, He mentioned that he and another man,
name not mentioned, drove to Mexico, apparently Campeche,
one time, in an old model Chevrolet, specific routes not
mentioned, He does not know how RAY made his other trips to
Mexico he claimed to have made, He said that he had lived
in a rented three~room shack on the outskirts of Campeche,
within walking distance of the town, and from his conver-
sation, former inmate gathered that this was during the late
1950's, RAY said he had been in Arizona before, but he did
not mention any of the Mexican-United States Border towns,
other than Brownsville, Texas,

He recalls RAY mentioned having watched a "fire
dance" done by small Negro boys at a hotel in Acapulco,
Mexico, He indicated he had not stayed at the hotel where
the performance was, since it was too expensive, but stayed
at an unnamed cheaper hotel, and he indicated that live coals
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA THOMAS H. WEAVER:

AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI:

On April 29, 1968, a former inmate of the Misscuri
State Penitentiary advised as follows:

Ile knew JAMES EARL RAY at the Missouri State
Penitentiary (MSP). TFrom his conversations with RAY, he
learned that RAY's maximum ambition in life was to make a ,
"score" of about $20 -~ $30,000.00, after which he would go to Mexice
to "hide out", living simply on the lcocot at the favorable
Mexican exchange rate. RAY had spoken to him about his
previous trips to Mexico, following "two or three" armed
robberies, involving small scores, where he would "cool off"
and live on beer, beans and milk. RAY spoke of Campeche
Bay, near the Yucatan Peninsula, and he spoke of living with
peasants on the outskirts of the town of Campeche, Mexico.
RAY also spoke of a cheap '"red light district" he favored
located in the town of Torreon or Torrejon (phonetic), which
the former MSP inmate thought was located in north central
Mexico. Cost was a factor in anything RAY did, and he
apparently lived frugally and budgeted his money carefully.

RAY did not like Negroes in general, but he
expressed no particular feeling toward MARTIN LUTHER KING,
although he has heard RAY refer to Dr. KING as "MARTIN
LUTIHER COON". RAY read enthusiastically, especially the
weekly news magazines available at the MSP, and he would
react in an outspoken manner opposing . RAP BROWN and
STOKELY CARMICHAEL when he read of their activities, as
well as in opposition to publicity Dr. KING received in
certain instances.

LG BLESPRE
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The former MSP inmate never heard of any bounty
mentioned with regard to Dr, KING at the MSP or elsewhere,
He believes he has heard RAY speculate that there might be
some money available through some splinter group for the
murder of BROWN or CARMICHAEL, but he never heard him speak
in this regard about Dr, KING, RAY did not mention specific
groups or any knowledge of any real payoff information, He
recalls RAY's telling him, during the time he celled with
him, that while he was on the minor construction detail at
the MSP, one of the guards referred to the Negro inmates
working on the detail as '"boy", and the Negroes went on a
"sit-down'" strike, and induced about two of the white inmates
to join their strike, and when one of the Negroes referred
to RAY as ''gray', he got into a fight with that inmate, although
the prison officials never learned of the fight, and the former
MSP inmate's knowledge of the fight was as a result of RAY's
telling him, and he does not know whether or not it is true,

RAY was a hypochondriac in that he took six or
seven different kinds of pills daily, imagining that he had
a ''cranial depression'" and a '"rapid palpitation of the heart’,
He would use former inmate®s watch with a second hand and
time his pulse, He was able to obtain "pills'" from going on
sick call as well as through inmate sources in the MSP, The
former inmate had some pills he had obtained for treatment
of his arthritis, from which he obtained no relief, and RAY
took these pills, thinking that he might some day have arthritis,
and the pills might ward off future effects of that affliction,
He believes RAY was selling amphetamine all the time he was
in the MSP, but former inmate does not know his source,

RAY mentioned a traffic for the sale of small
appliances in Mexico, due to the tariff Mexicans had to pay
for such items they purchased legally, and he spoke of
having smuggled such items into Mexico, He said he was
acquainted with a man who operated a small scale smuggling
business, who lived near the town of Campeche, Mexico, RAY
mentioned this man so often that former inmate recalls his
name: either MATEO LOPEZ GARCIA or MATEO GARCIA LOPEZ, who
apparently had lived for some time in the United States, and
who spoke English, He believes this is the man RAY referred
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to as the owner of a small fishing boat, and he would
smuggle things from Brownsville, Texas, into Mexico through
Campeche Bay, He believes RAY made trips on this boat with
the man, and apparently Mexican Nationals are not checked
upon entering Mexico through Campeche Bay in fishing boats,
He does not believe RAY could speak Spanish, other than for
basic words for basic needs, He heard RAY mention a brother
in St, Louis, Missouri, and he believes some of RAY's trips
to Mexico were with either the brother or with someone he
had participated in armed robberies with, name not given,
RAY indicated he had invested a little money in TV sets and
washing machines which were transported to Mexico by his
friend with the fishing boat, RAY said he had been to Mexico
City "a couple of times', and he apparently liked Mexico
City, but said it was a "tourist trap'", and he could not
afford to stay there,

RAY's only reference to working had to do with past
bartending jobs, He believes RAY said he had tended bar
somewhere in Peoria, Illinois, and at some other town in
southern Illinois, exact location not known, He never mentioned

Oregon or Canada, that former inmate recalls,

RAY never mentioned to him his plans for escape or
specific plans to hide out any particular place, but his
conversation indicated he wanted to '""make the one big score"
and retire in Mexico, He mentioned that he and another man,
name not mentioned, drove to Mexico, apparently Campeche,
one time, in an old model Chevrolet, specific routes not
mentioned, He does not know how RAY made his other trips to
Mexico he claimed to have made, He said that he had lived
in a rented three-room shack on the outskirts of Campeche,
within walking distance of the town, and from his conver-
sation, former inmate gathered that this was during the late
1950's, RAY said he had been in Arizona before, but he did
not mention any of the Mexican-United States Border towns,
other than Brownsville, Texas,

He recalls RAY mentioned having watched a '"fire
dance'" done by small Negro boys at a hotel in Acapulco,
Mexico, He indicated he had not stayed at the hotel where
the performance was, since it was too expensive, but stayed
at an unnamed cheaper hotel, and he indicated that live coals
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were kicked over a cliff into the surf below the hotel,
after which the boys would dive into the surf as it rushed
through a small inlet,

He recalls RAY once had another inmate, KENNY HURT,
or HURTT, in about 1966, send out about $15,00 for him once,
purportedly for the purchase of stationery for legal papers,
The prison authorities watch inmate expenditures closely and
at the time, the inmates were allowed only about $23,00 per
month expenditures, but RAY had some income from his illegal
activities in prison and needed to conceal the money in
other than his own treasury account, HURIT got RAY's money
and sent it out to a Mr, and Mrs, (name unrecalled)
Stationery Company in St, Louis, Missouri, but no stationery
ever came to HURTT, who worried about it and thought it might
have been stolen until he was told it would never come, by
RAY, who had used HURTT for getting rid of the money without
HURTT's knowledge of what he was doing,

Former MSP inmate does not know who RAY might
contact, other than the supposed friend at Campeche he named,
and he has no knowledge of his whereabouts and no knowledge
of his plans to escape, or activities following escape, He
does not approve of the murder with which RAY is charged,
however, and desired to furnish the above information to help
if he can,
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STRADER stated he had found a note in the recessed area of the
speedometer of his car. (Mrs. STRADER pointed out that the speedometer
has been broken; therefore, her husband was not normally attracted

to the speedometer). She related this note was made up of words cut
from newspapers and pasted on the back of a pocket calender (unable
to describe the calendar). Mrs. STRADER said the note read in
substance, "If you go to the police or the FBI you will be killed."
Mrs. STRADER advised her husband, after returning with the note,
proceeded en route Detroit, Michigan, and after a short period of
time had elpsed, he telephonically contacted her, stating he was at
the Holiday Inn, Bloomington, Illinois. Mrs. STRADER stated her husband
informed her that upon reaching the road one mile north of the
CARMICHAEL residence, and Route 66, he saw a 1966 or 1967 Chevrolet,
tan in color, no license information, with two men in the car, parked
along the road. Mrs. STRADER stated her husband told her that this
car followed him en route Bloomington. However, they did not turn
into the Holiday Inn when he did. Mrs. STRADER advised her husband
then told her he was proceeding on to Detroit, Michigan,

Mrs. STRADER advised upon discussing above with her parents,
her mother, Mrs. E. P. CARMICHAEL, stated she had noticed a late
model, tan car, making several trips on the main rural road near
the CARMICHAEL residence on the early morning of 4/22/68.

Mrs. STRADER advised that on the night of 4/22/68 her
husband telephonically contacted her, but he would not disclose his
location as he stated he was afraid to mention his location over the
phone. She related her husband told her that he stopped at a rest
stop area after leaving Indianapolis, Indiana. Upon leaving his car
and walking the direction of the men's restroom, he saw a tan
automobile occupied by two men driving very slow. He stated at this
time the rider in this autombbile fired a shot at him. STRADER told
his wife the shot just missed his ear and he, STRADER, hit the
ground where he laid as if he had been hit. STRADER stated that the
tan car disappeared and he has not seen it since.

Mrs. STRADER stated her husband believesthis action was
due to his being in the men's restroom at the Gulf Truck Stop,
Lebanon, Tennessee, on 3/27/68, where he allegedly overheard five men
planning to kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Mrs. STRADER stated her
husband told her that one of the men in the restroom was RAY, whom
he recognized after RAY's photograph was published. She stated he
further informed her that he would be able to recognize the other men
he saw in the restroom. Mrs. STRADER advised she recalls being at the
Gulf Truck Stop at Lebanon, Tennessee, on 3/29/68. She stated upon
their leaving the truck stop, her husband did not mention to her anything
of hearing of the plan to kill KING, She stated she does recall her

-2
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husband remarked, "If King goes back to Memphis he will be killed!
Mrs. STRADER advised her husband did say he wanted to see CARL
STERN of NBC, Washington, D.C, whom he knew but did not state why
he desired to see STERN,

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband returned to the CARMICHAEL
residence at Lexington, Illinois, on Friday, 4/26/68, where he stayed
until the morning of Saturday, 4/27/68, at which time STRADER and
his mother-in-law had an argument over Mrs. STRADER's son by a »
previous marriage. Mrs., CARMICHAEL told STRADER to leave, which he did.

Mrs. STRADER stated she told her husband she had contacted
Mr. DONALD T. SULLIVAN, Assistant Special Agent in Charge, Springfield
Office of the FBI, and that he, STRADER, should call Mr. SULLIVAN
and set up an appointment; that Mr. SULLIVAN had informed her he
would make an appointment to meet STRADER at any location or at
any time when STRADER was available. Mrs. STRADER stated her husband
told her he was afraid to attempt to meet with FBI Agents, as he felt
he was being followed. Mrs. STRADER stated she was unable to convince
her husband to make arrangements for a meeting with the FBI. She
advised her husband is very much interested in obtaining protection.

Mrs. STRADER advised of some of her husband's activities,
which are not concerning the murder of Dr. KING. She advised that
she does not know all of her husband's business and that she is sure
he has not told her all he knows,

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is acquainted with RAYMOND
STARNS of Baton Roug, Louisiana, who told STRADER in the summer of
1967 that there were several busineesmen in the area of Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, who were taking up a collection to obtain money to have
KING assassinated. Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is well acquainted
in the Baton Rouge and Denham Springs, Louisiana, area. She stated
he was, in the summer of 1967, eonnecfed with the E.C. Donnell
Construction Company of Denham Springs, La., which was doing construction
work for the telephone company. She related E. C. DONNELL lives in
Dallas, Texas. She related DONNELL had an equipment rental business
and while STRADER and DONNELL were attempting to rent the equipment
they were trying to gain financing for a recreational park in Louisiana
similar to "Six Flags Over Texas." She related that some way they
came in contact with a CHARLES and LILLIAN SHAPIRO (ph) of Miami,
Florida, who advised they could finance same but were not. interested,
in a recreational park but would be interested in financing a horse
racing track. Mrs. STRADER advised Mr., DONNELL obtained RAYMOND STARNS
to help locate his land which could be used as a horse racing park. He
also obtained sanction of the sheriff, (FNU) IRWIN and SAM BOSKO, both
of Slidell, La; however, 'things got out of hand" and an article

-3~

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



®

SI 44-561

appeared in "Life' magazine, and the Governor of Louisiana placed
a stop to the entire operation.

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information as
to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid.
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any
information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact
any FBI Field Office, who will then arrange for an interview
with him,

For information receiving offices, Inspector THOMAS E.
BISHOP, SOG, on 4-24-68 advised he had received a telephone call
CARL STERN, Washington, D. C., NBC Office, who told him that a
man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while cover-
ing a story in the South, had, on 4-24-68, telephoned him from
someplace around Toledo, Ohio. STRADER informed him he was
en route to the home of his wife's parents in Lexington,
I1linois, He then told STERN a "fantastic tale'" about him,
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on 3-29-68 in Lebanon,
Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING.
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people
involved in the conversation knew he had overheard them, and
they had taken his license number. STRADER believed there
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time.
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning
KING's murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet
him at his convenience in their territory. According to Mr.
STERN, BISHOP stated that STRADER is afraid to approach any
office and may desire to have someone meet him at a location
other than an office.

The files of the Springfield Office contain the
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be
determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois:

On 11-19-65 ROBERT STRADER, 6'1l" - 2", 175 1bs.,
employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illinois, and in
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards-
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SIfile 91-2642.

—4-
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SI 44-561

In 10-66 prosecution of ROBERT H. STRADER was
declined in an ITSMV matter which involved a rental car.
ROBERT H. STRADER had represented himself as an employee of
General Telephone Co., of Illinois, registering at two
motels at Bloomington, Illinois, and had skipped without
properly checking out and without paying for his room.
SHRADER could not be located at that time but was described
as a white, male, 35 - 40, 5'10" - 6', 150 1lbs., dark brown
hair, medium build and medium complexion. He was subject
of SIfile 26-39006,

One ROBERT HOOD STRADER was subject of an ITSMV;
UFAP - AUTO THEFT case in which Milwaukee was 00,9/63,
Bufile 26-316708, SIfile 26-23403. This individual had a
rather extensive arrest record dating back to 11/48 at which
time he was AWOL and which involved record of arrest for issuing
worthless checks, mail fraud, investigation of forgery, and
defrauding an innkeeper. ROBERT H. STRADER whose FBI No. was
given as 244 633 A, was twice a patient at hospitals, one as
a patient at the Patton State Hospital concerning which finger-
prints were furnished by the State Bureau of Identification,
Sacramento, California, on 8-3-60 and subsequently again on
9-21-60, was a patient at Atascadero State Hospital, California.
That individual was described as white, male, approximately
6'3", 190 1bs., fair complexion, hazel eyes, brown hair and
was considered +to have suicidal tendencies.

A check through NCIC on 4-30-68 indicated ROBERT
STRADER was not currently wanted.
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WFO 44-703

Mr, ALLEN HARDY, Nigerian Desk, Office of
Inter-African Affairs, Department of State, advised
on 5/1/68 that the Wilder 0il Company or the McDERMOTT
Company in Nigeria are unknown to him, He stated that
there are many small American companies with contracts
and sub-contracts in Nigeria. He suggested that the
Department of Commerce be contacted to identify and
locate such companies.

On 5/1/68, Mr. JAMES H. ASHIDA, Foreign Service
Office, USDS, attached to the African Division, Bureau
of International Commerce, U. 5. Department of Commerce,
advised SA ROBERT W. DAWSON he could locate no record
for a Wilder Oil Company of the U. S. doing business in
Nigeria. He stated, however, that the McDERMOTIT Overseas,
Inc., has address of Habbib House, I-9, Berkley Street,
P. O. Box 2841, Lagos, Nigeria; further that the J. Ray

McDermott and Company, Oil Division, has offices at 1l4th
floor, Houston Club Building, Houston, Texas, and at 200
Loyola Avenue, New Orleans, Louisiana.

HO and NO conduct investigation through J. Ray
Mcbhermott Company to determine if MUSGROVE is identical
with JOE MUSGAQUE, and if MUSGROVE is residing at Bristol
Hotel, Lagos, Nigeria.

Copies of this communication are being furnished
to AQ in the event further information is required in that
Division to eliminate MUSGROVE as a suspect in this matter.
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PAGE TWO CG 44-1114
ON PART 0% JERRY. 1IN ADDITION SECURITY GUARD SERVICE FOR
COUNTRY CLU3 MAKES HOURLY CHECKS DURING EVENING TO DETERMINE

THAT JERRY AT WORK,

AS PREVIOUSLY NOTED JERRY IS MAINTENANCE MAN FOR CCUNTRY

CLUB FROM ELEVEN PK UNTIL FINISHED MEXT MORNING, THEREBY

HAS ACCESS TO FOUR PRIVATE PHONES AND SEVEN PAY PHONES LOCATED
ON COUMTRY CLUR PREMISES, THZ PAY PHONE IN THE COTTAGE WHERE JERRY
RESIDES IS UTILIZED BY ALL OTHER MEMBER OF THE COTTAGE. IN
LETTER TO IMARJORIE FETTERS, CAMDEN, N.Je., JERRY MAKES COMMENT
INDICATING THAT PAY PHONE USED DURING CONTACT WITH HER.
FFEASIRILITY OF CONTINUING CHECKS CON TOLL CALLS FROM THE ABOVE
MENTIONED PHONES AT COUNTRY CLUB BEING DISCUSSED WITH IBT WHO
ARE OF THE OPINION THAT DUE TO NUMBER OF CALLS THEY MIGHT
MOT BE ARLE TO HANDLE,

IN THIS REGARD OFFICES RECEIVING THIS TELE FURNISH PHONE
NUMBERS OF RELATIVES AND KNOWN ASSOCIATES. NEWARK FURNISH PHONE NUMBER
OF MARJORIE FETTERS, BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF TELEPHONE COVERAGE
EFFECTED,

LMD PAGE TWO
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HO 44-1509

The following investigation was conducted at
Galveston, Texas on 5/1/68 by SA B, PERKOWSKI, JR.:

Mrs., VIVIAN FRIEDBERG, 5711 LaFitte Avenue,
advised she stayed at the Hotel Rio in Puerto Vallarta,
Mexico, sometime in about October, 1967 for a period of
about four or five days., She was accompanied by her sister,
Mrs. E.N, COLLINS, JR, Shown photographs of JAMES EARL
RAY and told that he may have used the name of ERIC GALT,
she stated she doeg not recall that she noticed this
person at the Hotel Rio or elsewhere during her visit to
Mexico, She does not recall her room number in this hotel
and does not believe she held any conversation with GALT,

She stated also her sister lives in Houston, Texas
at 5208 Mt., Houston Road and is employed in the office of
Dr, HAROLD SCHAFFNER at 5105 San Jacinto, telephone number
JA 3-9812,

Mrs. E,N, COLLINS, JR., 5208 Mount Houston
Road, Houston, Texas advised that during her trip to Puerto
Vallarta, Mexico in October, 1967 whenshe was accompanied
by her sister, VIVIAN FRIEDBERG, she can recall no male
who looked like the pictures of JAMES EARL RAY, aks Eric
Starvo Galt, It is her recollection most of the resgidents
at Hotel Rio were elderly people and not fit the descrip-
tion of RAY, aka Galt. She was unable to recall the number
of the room at the Hotel Rio in which they stayed,
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