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KC 44-760
ALBERT J, PEPPER is a relative of the subject.

LILLIBRIDGE advised that subject also had
aspirations of making a big haul and retiring to Mexico.
RAY had replied he had stayed with peasants in Mexico
before on the outskirts of a town called Campeche, located
on Campeche Bay near the Yucatan Peninsula, RAY had
advised to LILLIBRIDGE he bad gone to this location in
Mexico at least twice in the past to cool oft from robberies.
Subject also stated to LILLIBRIDGE that he had earned money
by smugglidg in small appliances such as TVs, washing
machines in fishing boats, which he sold to peasants,
for a profit, who did not want to pay import duty. These
appliances were smuggled in from Brownsville, Texas. .

Teletype from San Antonio to Director, 5/6/68,
advised that approximately 500 shrimp fishing vessels
operate out of the Brownsviile, Texas area, all of which
fish southern Gulf area, including Bay of Campeche. Such
boats usually rendezvous in shallow water area commonly
known as Campeche Flats within sight of Campeche, Mexico.
American seamen are not allowed in port of Campeche except
on emergency basis but fishermen desiring to visit places
of amusement can usually arrange so clandestinely through
Mexicans operating small vessels, known as '"'bum boats"
or '"Cayuqueros'", which bring women, liquor, marijuana,
etc, out to shrimp boats from Campeche, Mexico in exchange
for cash, shrimp boat equipment or anyother desired articles
in possession of such fishermenj

LILLIBRIDGE also stated he had heard RAY reifer to
Dr. KING as "MARTIN LUTHER COON".

Reporter LEWIS LOMAX, North American Newspaper
Alliance in press release dated 4/29/68, stated a phone booth
used by RAY in the lobby of the Si. Francis Hotel had
written on the wall "down with Mexicans, niggers and MARTIN
LUTHER COON".

In view of the above and in vieew asmuch as the
information furnished by LILLIBRIDGE, that could be checked,
was found to be truthful, it is felt that an additional
interview with LILLIBRIDGE should be conducted and the Bureau
and Memphis are requested to send any suggestions or questions
they ieel would be pertinent during this interview. It is to
be noted that LILLIBRIDGE will continue to be confined in the
Coie County Jail until at least 5/16/68.
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‘ liay 8, 1968 .

vear wr. Hoover, N/

On April 2rc ay son willtan set out for a
hitch-hiking trip to Florida. His atm was to
see Ft, Lauderdale. Ilie 1s a college student
at the Untv. of Conn. he vistted his iAunt in
Lake Alfred s couple of days, Ft. Lauderdals
and Miami & couple of days, and then decided
to see the Florida Keys. On Apr!l 10th he was
part way down on the Keys «l = place called
Marathon. A man plcked him up there in an old
beat up forelgn car, As they jogged along the
man toid him, willlam, that ne had just got out
of iatl that mornitng in wiam! and that he had
had the car only two Lours. He also satd he did
net have any plans snd d4dn't kunow whab he was
golng to ¢o &t KLey west when he got there. ~£s
thifs d*d not seem very destrable comwpany wilillam
asked 50 Ge 1let out at the first tiafftc light
in Key West. That was tiwe lsast willian saw of
the man.,

The other day we were talk'ng about =11 this
and bt cecurred 1o me that this could have been
Galt, the msn that shet wartin Iuther King.
Wi1lliam sa'd he could have teen tn his thirties
but otherwlse he can't renember what he 1ooked
1tke,

At tnis late dste this may not be wny help
tc you but 1t was a b't coinctdental time wlse
and thought you should know abcut 1t.

Sincerely yours,

§§JJJtZZ<? ﬁ#%FWQdéL/
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Memorandum to Mr., DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Stange spent four days hunting in the mountains and inquired
of the guide as to the possibility of buying a pistol and morphine,
He also inquired about going into business at Puerto Vallarta, Some
motel employees also state Stange resembles Ray. Sacramento is
conducting investigation at Redding, California,

- N

Margarita-Montes Meza, Casa Susana, Puerto Vallarta,
has advised that she was the first prostitute visited by Ray when
he was in Puerto Vallarta in October and November, 1967, She
states Ray told her when they first met that he was in Puerto Vallarta
on a 40-day vacation,

Three officers of the Memphis Police Department have
received similar anonymous calls from a man identifying himself
only as "Charlie," Charlie alleged that Ray was paid $50, 000 to kill
King with the money passing through twelve people before it reached
Ray, Charlie claimed Ray was able to spend only about $10, 000
and the arrangements to kill King were made at least three years ago.

According to Charlie, Ray left Memphis immediately after
the killing, was out of town in twelve minutes, went to Atlanta,
Birmingham, Las Vegas, Phoenix, and then into Mexico.

Charlie stated the man who planned King's death and paid
Ray has arranged for Ray's body to be found between 5/15/68
and 5/18/68 in an area 50 miles south of the place where a man
from Baltimore was arrested by Mexican police two weeks ago.

It is noted that on 4/24/68 it was widely publicized that
Mexican police at Caborca had arrested a hitch hiker who resembled
Ray. This man was identified as Daniel David Kennedy, Baltimore,
who was eliminated as a suspect, Legat, Mexico, is conducting
appropriate investigation,

Russell Lee Martin, Little Rock, who requested his
identity be protected, has advised he was in St, Louis 5/4-5/68 and
contacted Carl Drake, narcotic addict and pusher who was in
Missouri State Penitentiary with Ray. Drake allegedly told Martin
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AT 42-2386

LEADS

SAVANNAH

AT GLENNVILLE, GA,

Will ascertain if GEORGE B, FRANKS, 707 Virglnia
Avenue, Glennville, Georgla, 18 identical with JAMES
EARL RAY.
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THE REVIEYW OF THE TELEPHONE CO, RECORDS WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED

WITH FULL SECURITY AND THE RURFAU'S INTERFST WILL RE

PROTFCTED,
END.

WP ¥

FeI WASH DC

T
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PH u4-13638

PITTSBURGH
AT TYRONE, PA.

1. Will contact ESTHER RAYMOND to obtain any
information she might have relating to this case.

2. Will ask RAYMOND if she knows of any other
E. RAYMOND who might reside in the Coudersport RD #2 area.
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LA 44-1574

PLATZ suggested the possibility that the subject,
JAMES EARL RAY might have grown a beard and is hiding out
wlth hippiles. He stated he had no further information to
furnish the FBI.

No further investigation is being conducted regarding
Information furnished by PLATZ ilnasmuch as the subject was
incarcerated at the Missouri State Penitentiary during the
period of time PLATZ stated he had observed subject.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176








