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Reproduction of Material Form
Congressional Inquiry Unit

Date__ . /Q/Rﬁfl7é '

The follow1ng material has been reproduced
for excising and review at FBIHQ by representatives of
the House Select Committee on Assassinations:.

File No. 3/6/‘336)9/
Section /7(5

Serials 2@ l 7 through On/ﬂ/

(except following serials not in
file on this date:

Enclosure Behind File or Bulky Enclosure:

No. Copies 3 - By !g

RETAIN THIS FORM AS TOP SERIAL
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FD-263 (Rev . e i) , 1‘l‘

- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REFPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

ATLANTA MEMPHIS 5/17/68 4/18/68-5/15/68
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY

JAMES EARL RAY, aka - SA ALAN G. SENTINELLA
FUGITIVE CHARACTER OF CASE

10 #4182
WF #442-A
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.- CR - CONSPIRACY; UFAC -
VICTIM ROBBERY

REFERENCE : Atlanta report of SA ALAN G. SENTINELLA, 4/18/68.
- P -
LEADS
ATLANTA

AT ATLANTA, GA.

Will continue efforts to locate subject and report
results thereof.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAWMED None ACQUIT-

coNnvic. [AuTO.| Fus. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [Jves X]no
. PENDING PROSECUTION
l OVER SIX MON THS CJvyes Eno
:

CASE HAS BEEN:

o S

)
APPROVED 7LZf" L SPEcLAL AcENT DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
/7 '

5-Bureau (44-38861) x EX;lOQ
4-Birmingham (44-1740)
4-Memphis (44-1987)
1-Chicago

1-Kansas City

1-St. Louls

1-New Orleans
2-Atlanta (44-2386)

Disspmipation, Record of Attached Report Notations
R EREEAY  EASD FA N

Agency Y o]
; JE (ot sk

IRSTAd
Ui 771968

N
I -

FPS B “ o
/uc»ifp{m7u(;/ Fopy o0 O
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AT 44-2386

ADMINISTRATIVE:

Rerep sets forth check of various agencles pre-
viously conducted with negative results. Upon determination
by Bureau on 4/19/68, that subject of this case is JAMES
EARL RAY, these agencles were appropriately rechecked, that
is, airlines, banks, birth, city and telephone directories,
credit, arrest, car rentals, drivers license, dancing
schools, hotels, INS, laundries, motels, public utllitiles,
MVB, Selective Service, publlic transportation other than
alrlines, labor unions, and criminal and racial informants.

In addition, the authors of want ads appearing
in the metropolitan Atlanta newspaper reused cars for sale
during the period 3/24-4/5/68, were contacted, all look-
alike complaints resolved through interview, appropriate
agency checks and neighborhood investigation where
warranted.

The foregolng efforts proved negative and results
are not being set forth in this report. Results of each
inquiry appear in Atlanta file 1ln appropriate form.

Coples of this report for the United States
Attorneys at Birmingham and Memphls are included wlth coples
for those offices, but not marked as such. Disseminatlon
to be held in abeyance pending Bureau instructions.

With reference to interviews of RAYMOND LOUIS
CURTIS, this individual stated he would not testify to
the information he furnished because he feared for his
1life. It 1is noted that CURTIS furnished the same information
to the national news medila.

- B* _
(COVER PAGE)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) ‘

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Report of: SA ALAN G. SENTINELLA Ofic: Atlanta, Georgia
Date: May 17, 1968

Field Office File #: AT L44-2386 Bureau File #: 44-38861

Title: JAMES EARL RAY,

I0 Number 4182

WF Number 442-A

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -

VICTIM

Character:
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY; UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID
CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY

Synopsis:

Results of FBI Laboratory examination of items
obtained from 1966 Mustang and during search of subject's
room set forth. Flbers on several items in Mustang could
have come from bedspread in which rifle previously located
in Memphis, Tenn., was wrapped. One latent fingerprint on
map of Mexico located in room determined identical with a
latent fingerprint on above rifle and binoculars also
located in Memphis. Reinterviews of "GALT's" landlord did
not produce information of significance. Landlord identified
photograph of JAMES EARL RAY as being photograph of individual
known to him as "GALT." Operati® of neighborhood laundry
used by "GALT" identifled photograph of RAY as belng good
likeness of "GALT." Interviews with LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA
and RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS previously incarcerated with RAY
set forth. Unable to suggest subject's whereabouts. IN
VIEW OF CRIME FOR WHICH SUBJECT SOUGHT, HE SHOULD BE
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

- P -

DETAILS :

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI., It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

¥r U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1967 -0-273-878

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386

TABLE OF CONTENTS

RESULTS OrF EXAMINATION BY FBI
LABORATORY AND IDENTIFICATION:
DIVISION

A. Re 1966 Ford Mustang

B. Re Search of Subject's Room
PRESENCE OF SUBJECT IN ATLANTA
A. Reinterviews of Landlord

B. Use of Laundry

INTERVIEWS OF FORMER JAIL MATES OF THE
SUBJECT
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AT 44-2386

I. RESULTS OF EXAMINATION BY FBI LABORATORY
AND IDENTIFICATION DIVISION
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AT 44-2386

A. Re 1966 Ford Mustang
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AT 44-2386

B. Re Search of Subject's Room

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




REPOOT
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2 LABORATORY —_—r

| FEDERAL BUNEAY GF LIVESTIRATIOH
o WASIIIETS:, D, €. 20835

!FBI, Memphis (44-1987) - bate: April 23, 1968
‘ : FBI File No. 44-38861

| MURKIN o Lab.No.  D-5G60880 JK

%CR - ‘ PC-A5688 14

l
\
1

Specimjens received 4/16/68

QL74
QL75
Q176
QL77
-Q178
Q179
-Q180
Q181
Q182
Q183
Q184
Q185
Q186
- Q187
Q188
Q189
Q190
Qlol
Qlo2
Q193
Q194
Q195
Q196
Q197
Q198
Q199
Q200
Q201
Q202
Q203

Booklet entitled "What is the John Birch Society"
Gulf 0il Company map of Atlanta '

“"Arrow" map of Greater Atlanta

Box of Nabisco Saltine Crackers

Jar of French's Mustard

Coffee cup

Viater glass

Small can of Carnation Evaporated Milk

Jar of lMaxwell House Instant Coffee

Box of YC & H" Sugar

One knife (Forgecraft)

One Nationalts Citation pencil

Wire electric cup heater

One portable Zenith television model #N 2205-6

Jar of Kraft's Catalina French Dressing

Package of Golden Grain California Lima Beans

Can of "Iris' ground black pepper

Box of five National's Citation pencils

Gulf map of Southeastern USA-

Shell map of Texas and Oklahoma

Map of lMexico

Map of Los Angeles published by Hltock & Sons

Map of Los Angeles (Atlantic Richfield Co, )

Shell mep of Louisiana

llap of California

Enco nap of Arizona and New Mexico

Standard Oil map of Birmingham and vicinity

Tie (Brown with brown, blue and silver diagonal stripes)
Pair of grey trousers

Booklet entitled "Your Opportunities in Locksnmithing"

12
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Result of examination:

: Examination of Q176 ("Arrow" map of Atlanta) revealed
the following markings: In area number 17, ink lines were noted on ™
Daniel Street between Arbor Avenue and Boulevard Drive; in area
nunber 03 an ink circle approximately 3/8 inch in diameter the
center of which would be approximately on Auburn Avenue atCourtland;
in area number 14, two ink 0110199 which are approximately concentric
with diameters of about 1/4 inch and 1/2 inch, The centers of these
two circles lie approximately at the intersection of Simpson Road
and Paines; in area number 09 an ink circle appreximately 1/2 inch
in diameter and the nuneral 10 were noted, The center of this
circle lies epprozimately on 1l4th Street between Crescent Avenue
and Peachtree Road; in area number C8 an ink circle approximately
3/8 inch in diameter appears The center of this circle is
approximately at chG mbetlng place o nghldnd Vlew and Poncb de
Leon Tcrr 'Ceo, . .. o T Lo

s

The not tlons SE uout below were obpervcd on quo

("Atlantic Richfield Co.'" street map of Los Angeles.,') On the
top ol that side of this man which contains the alphabetical
street listings a small pencil circle was noted in the "Van Nuys

Dlsﬁrlct" au tne 1nberscctlon of Buffialo Avenue and Oxnard Sirect,

.On the 1wrwe map on the other side of this map the
following markings were noted in the Beverly Hills area, Two
vertical lines in ink at the east end of the park which is located
at Clympic Boulevard and Heath Avenuc; vertical lines in ink at
San Vicente Boulevard and lasselin Avenue; an ink line running
between the two vertical lines previously mcntloned generally
folleowing Pico Boulevard and Packard Street; an ink line extending Irom
the vertical lines at the park along Olympic Boulevard to Alifred
Street.

s "~ An ink line at the intersection of Beverly Glen
Boulevard and Voodruff; an ink line at the intersection of Beverly
Glen Boulevard and Varnall Avenue,

Also noted was an ink mark at Sunset Boulevard and
Palm Drive,
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Ink parentheses were noted around the words "Somma Way"

and "Rocca Pl" which are located in Stone Canyon,
o _ ,

The pair of trousers, specimen Q202, is old and soiled,
The lining and pockets are yellowed, the two front pockets have
holes in them and the edge of the left fvront pocket is threadbare,
The trousers have a "NEEDLECRAFT' label, The waist is 34 1/2 '
inches and the inseam is 26 inches, A name handwritten in black
on the right rear pocket is probably a cleaners mark. This name
appears to be "Z SOLOFF;" however, the last two letters are not
clear, No invisible cleaners marks were found on Q202,

Several brown to dark brown head hairs of Caucasian
origin were found on the trousers and in the pocket debris.
These hairs are different from the hairs from the lMustang and
Memphis scene, It was concluded that they did not originate from
the same source, No hairs were found on the Q201 necktie,

Nofibers were found on the Q202 trousers or on the Q201
necktie that could be assdtiated with cloth items previously
:submitted in this casec,

No marks or labels were found on the Q201 necktie,

Examination of the other items described above
disclosed no other pertinent information.

The subnitted evidence has bheen retained,
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. FEDERTL BUREAU CF INVETHIGATION

. Washington, D. C. 20537

REPORT

of the

IDENTIFICATION  DIVISION

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

YOUR FILE NO. 44-2386 April 19, 1968
FBI FILE NO. 44-38861

LATENT CASE NO. 91075

TO:

SAC, Atlanta

|
Fr—:: MURKIN

REFERENCE: L,etter 4-15-68

EXAMINATION REQUESTED BY:, Atlanta

SPECIMENS: .
o Portable TV and numerous items from storage

room in Rooming House at 113 Fourteenth Street,
Atlanta, Georgia, Q174 through Q200, and Q203

Six latent fingerprints and one latent impression,
which may be a fingerprint, impression of lower joint of a
finger, or partial palm print, were developed on map of Mexico,
Q194. No other latent impressions of value found or developed.

One of the latent fingerprints on the map is identical
with the latent fingerprint previously reported on the rifle, Q2,
and with the latent fingerprint previously reported on binoculars,
Q14. Other latent prints on the map compared with latent prints
previously reported in this case but no identification effected.

John Edga bver, Director
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SAC, Atlanta April 19, 1968

Results of laboratory examination and disposition
of specimens subject of separate report.

l This report confirms and supplements Butel of
'f1-17 -68.
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AT 44-2386

II. PRESENCE OF SUBJECT IN ATLANTA
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AT 44-2386

A, Relnterviews Of Landlord
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? (Rev. 4-15-64%)

1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIGN

Da&;April 30, 1968

JIMMIE DELTON GARNER, 107 ~ 1l4th Street, N.E,,
Atlanta, Georgila, was. interviewed at his place of employment
The Vista Cafeteria, 1052 Northside Drive, N.W., Atlantf,
Georgia,

At the outset of the interview, GARNER acknowledged
' that he had been on a prolonged "drunk" since about Friday,
April 19, 1968, and was at the time of the interview in the
throes of a "terrific hangover." GARNER explained that he
has had a continual drinking problem for the past few years
in that he has from time to time "gone on drinking sprees"
for perlods lasting several days in duration.

GARNER at this time acknowledged that he was
previously on one of his "drunks" from a period beginning
about March 22, 1968 through about March 30, 1968 which

" iIncluded the first week that tne man known to him as ERIC S,
| GALT resided at the rooming house operated by GARNER at
113 - 14th Street, N.E., Atlanta, Georgila.

‘ GARNER said that despite his being in the throes
of a "hangover" resulting from his most recent drinking
binge, he now felt able to again recount his recollations
of his contacts with "GALT". GARNER provided the following
information: '

GARNER began drinking in his room at 107 - 14th
Street about Friday, March 22, 1968. On Sunday afternoon,
before darkness (exact time unknown but possibly between
3:00 and 4:00 p.m.) the man whom he later knew as ERIC S,
GALT appeared at GARNER's door. GARNER salid he now beliieves
the door to his room was open, and that he (GARNER) was
sitting in a chair in his room in a drunken condition.
GARNER recalls that "GALT" inquired regarding obtaining
a single room, At the time the rooming house at 113 -
14th Street, N.E. had been closed for sometime possibly
three or four weeks. This rooming house had been closed
because it had become "infested with 'hippies'" and the

Atlanta 44-2386

4/25/68 o Atlanta, Georgia

On File #

]

SAs JOHN E, OGDEN and

0. RICHARD HAMNILTON  JEO: hJm 4 /30/68

by Date dictated —

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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AT 44-2386

- JEO:hjm
2

only way he could get them to move from the rooming house was
.to close it up., When "GALT" asked for a single room, there

was no single room available in the rooming house at 107 - 14th
Street, N,E, so he decided to put "GALT" in the rooming house at
113 - 1l4th Street, N.E. Accordingly, "GAILT" was the first
roomer in this rooming house for several weeks,

GARNER now recalls that "GALT" produced a partly
consumed quart or fifth size bottle of vodka. This bottle was
square in shape but the brand name could not be recalled, He
believes he may have had a drink with "GAIT" in his (GARNER's)
room at 107 - 1l4th Street, N,E, after which he accompanied
MGALT" to the rooming house next door where he showed "GALT"
room number 2. When "GALT" stated that the room was quite
small, GARNER opened the door connecting with room number 4
which is utillized normally as a storage room and which s no
windows,  GARNER told "GALT" he could use the connecting room
and at this time there was some mention made that "GALT"
would put his television set on the d esk .in room number 4
as well as other articles belonging to "GALT". GARNER recalls
that the connecting door is equipped with a hasp and padlock
and that he (GARNER) upon unlocking and opening this door,
replaced the padlock, (nlocked) on the hasp. GARNER said he
did not see the television or other items belonging to "GALT"
at this time and has no clear recollection of ever seeing any
of "GALT's" possession prior to "GALT's" departure from this
address,

GARNER also recalls that "GAIT" left the partly
consumed bottle of vodka with GARNER and that after showing
"GALT" to his room, GARNER returned to 107 % 14th Street, N.E,

where he continued to drink.

He said the vodka bottle .was undoubtedly thrown
away in the trash,

GARNER states that he is unable to recall any of the
conversations he may have had with "GALT," When specifically
‘asked whether "GALT" had stated how he happened to plck this
particular rooming house; where he had come from; whether he
had made inguiries about places to eat, laundry and drycleaning
ficilities or service to his automobile, GARNER said he cannot:
recall any conversation concerning these or similar matters.

20
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He reiterated tha+t his contzct with "GALT" on this occasicn is very
hazy because 0f his intoxicated condition, '

At this point, GARNER stated that information previously
provided to Agents concerning having obtained "GALT's'" name at
the time of initial contact was probably erroneous because he
now recalls that he did not have "GALT' write his name at this
time but that this was done a week later on March 31, 1968, when
“"GALT'" paid GARNER for a second week's rent in advance.

GARNER said that he continued his drinking activities
on through the week of larch 24, 1968.and did not begin to
gober up until the following weekend, He cannct clsarly rocall
any of his actions during this week but has a hazy recollection
of going to "GALT's" room at 113 - 14th Street, N.E, about
Tuesday night and of again having some drinks with "GALT" in tkis
room, He states that he cannot recall any of the couversations
with "GAIT' at this time and he does not recall observing arny of the
items that might have been in rcom number 2, He dees noti recall
why he happened to go to the room but suspected that he may have
been 'checking the building" and just dropped in %o visit with
"GALT " when he discovered ke was in the room, He believes this
was Tuesday night, March 26, 1968, but is not sure cof thi.

' CARNER also statad that sometims during
possibly on Wednesday, he recalls walking across

his residence to Postal Sub Station C for the pur

scue envelopss,

coadition but hazily recalls encountering a young wmarn approximalaly
20 years of age in froni of the Post Ofifice who ediressed CARNER

by name, This unknown individual asked GARNER a quastion to ithe
effect '"Who was the man Y saw you with last night in the

white Mustang?'" GARNER said this suvggested {to him that ke had
possibly gone with 'GALT" somewhere in "GALT's" autounobile waile

he (GARNER) was dead drunk but although he has tried to rocall

such an inciden®, he cannct recall ever being in "GALT's'" car,
GARVER was specifically questioned at this poind as to whether ke

has any friends or acquaintances residingz in the vicinity of
Highland View Street, Ponce de leon Terrace and Barastt Stryrest,
N.E. GAFNER said that he did rot know aayonme in thai reighto:x

and canuot recall baving visitsd that neighhorkood on any
in the recent past,
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Several effcocrts were made to encourage GARNER to
recall additional infermation concerning the unknown man who
questioned him concerning being in the white Mustang, but
he repeatedly stated that he just does not know this person but
that it is possibly someone who has been & patron at one of the

restaurants vhich GARNER has operated in the past,

GARNER recalls no further contact with "GALT" until
Sunday, March 31, 1968, At this time GARNER had "bsguun to
sober up'" and went to the rooming house at 113 - 14th Street,
N.E. to check the rcooms, He said he does this frequently to
bel sure that the "hippies" have not again invaded these prenmises,
On this occasion, he encountered "GALT'" in theball, At this
time, "GALT" said "he might as well pay him for another week,"
GARNER said that he did not enter "GALT's" room at this time
but picked up an envelo pe which was lying on the table
in the hall and it was at this time he had "GALT" print his
mme thereon with the view of transferring the name to his
permarent records when GARNER returred to his own roouw, GARNER
said he knows he was paid in cash but does mt recall the dencniration
of the bills cr any further conversation with "GALT" at this i

GARNER said that he remained in a sober condition from
Harch 31 until the beginning of bis rost recent drinking spree
on Apxil 19, 1968, He is, accordingly, sure that he did not
see "GALT" again-after he was paid on Sunday, March 31, 19E€8,
He said he way have seen "GALT'S" automobile parked in the
rear of 113 -~ 14th Street, N.E., at varicus times during ths
veek, but could not be positive ard does not recall any
specific dates, He noted that he doss mot recall ever seoinyg
“"GALT's" car parked in tke parking lot bhehind the rocming house
when GARNER returned freom his restaurant to 14th Strest aboui
4:00 p.m, Ee said tkat when and if he saw the car, it is his
best recollection that it would have keen during ths early
morning hours when he left to go to the restaurant ox possibly
late in the evening, He stated he retains the iwpression thai
"GALT" left the roeming house scuetime in the sorning and ‘
would not return until quite late in the evening, He concsdued
that it is possible thkat the caxy may bave bzen sbsent
rooming house for periods of two or three days wkie
a tenant there, ' '

A
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CARIZIR reizted that on Fridew, April
went to his resltaurant at 1052 Northside Jrive, 3111
5:30 in the morning. He remained at that resta T until abouy
10:00 a,m, at which time he returned to the roeleo
on 1l4th Street for the purpose of getting the liren ready 16 b2
picked up by an employee of the Atlanta Linen Company which
perforns the laundry services for GARNER, GARNER siztad ihat
when help is available, he usually takes one of the fenals
employees from the res+ Urant when he goes to the rooning
houses c¢n Friday to chauge the linen, He recalled, hO':w“r,
that on Friday, Apdil 5, 1968, he was ‘'short of help"” at iuo
restaurant and, accordingly, went along to get the linen ]
believes he could hdve arrived at thes roocing ‘house La*ﬁ'
10:00 and 10:30 a,m. at which tine the driver Ffor i
Lin2n Coupany was waitlnv for him, GCARNER said ba '
all of the occunwcd“rocms and tovk the liren fr
Upcn entering room rumber 2 at 113 - 1l4th Strewt, N.u., he
observed that the bed was made up but from the appezsns Gi
'the bed it locked as though soueone had been lying on
'the spread, He found on top of the bad a note F“aulul
on a piece of cardboard of iths type placed in shird by
laundry. This note was apparently from "GALTY z2rd alihe
he cannot recall the exact wording, stalisd soxs
effect that "GALT" had to go to Birmirghan and
in about a wesk +o pick up his tolavision ang /o
GARNER said he tossed the ncte in the wasic can i
obtained the linen from the bad which he turrnsd
enployce of the Atlanta Linen Caspany.

While in th2 rcom, he observed thaiy
cornecting reom mumber 2 and the adjacent storag
locked but he did not enter the xeon at this
what property had been left thare by 'GALTY
he did enter the rocm and notsd thait a tel
room along with miscgellaneous items which
recall that were lying on tke desk in the

, GARNER said that he has not receive
communication from "GALT" convernlug the prope
He cannot recall sesing "GALT" 121k to any of
at either of the rocming houses and kiows no

of "GALT's" activities while he residad at : v
certain that "GALT" did not meution having bean rad g

rooning hkouse by anyone and feels that bhe would have racallisa Lhis
even though ke was in an intozicatedcndition during a grezd
portion of the time "GALT" resided there,
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) . .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

5/7/68

JIMMIE DELTON GARNZR, 107 - 14th Street, N.E,,
Atlanta, was interviewed at his place of business, 1052
Northside Drive, N, W,

GARNER specifically was asked regarding any
discussions he may recall with the man whom he knew as ERIC S,
GALT concerning drugs and/or narcotics, GARNER replied that
he could recall no counversation with "GALT" concerning these
matters and can recall nothing to indicate GLT was using drugs
or narcotics. '

GARNER also was asked specifically whether he recalled
any conversation with "GALT" concerning racial maetters, GARNER
said he cannot recall any such conversation,

GARMER reiterated information previwsly furnished
that the only conversation with GALT was the one on March 31,
19568, at which time he was paid for an additional week's
rent, e again stated he is positive he did not encounter "GALT'™
at 113 - 14th Street, N,E,, on Friday, April 5, 1968, when he
GARNER, went to that .address to remove the dirty linens to we given
to the laundry man,

GARNER said FERRY LEE ZACKERY, the cook at Garner's
Cafeteria, and another employee at the cafeteria, went to the
rooning houses on 1l4th Street on the afternoon of April 5,
1968, to make up the bhads, He cannot recall thé identity of
the woman who accompanied ZACKERY, but knows only it was a
Negro female whom le had picked up to work in the restaurant
as a dishwasher. Hz noted that during the past several
weeks, he has had numerous different women working at the
restaurant, andcannot specifically recall which one was working
on April 5, 1968, He suggested that EDNA JACESON, who resides
at 646 Vhitaker Street, might have been the woman who
accompanied PERRY ZACK:ERY to clean the rooming houses on
April § 19868,

5/1/68 at Atlanta, Georgia File # Atlanta 44-235%6

SA JOIN K, OGDEN:lcc 5/3/68

by - — Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside vour wency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

Date May 9: 1968

JIMMY GARNER, 107 14th Street, Northeast, was
shown- a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY in which he was wearing
a sult, white shirt, and fore-in-hand tie. He stated this
is the best likeness he has seen to date of RAY and stated,
"If not him, it's his twin brother."

- GARNER stated he has continued to try to recall
. additional information concerning RAY and his brief stay

at 113 1l4th Street, Northeast; however, he has been unable
|-to recall any additional information.

L]

On 5/6/68  at Atlanta, Georgla . pie= _Atlanta LL-2386

by ___SA ROBERT R. PERRY tbje  paedictaed - 5/T/68

This document contains neither tecommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL Tt as the property of tie FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are Mot to be distributed outside your wfenvy.
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B. Use Of Laundry
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© FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date May 9, 1968

. Mrs. ESTELLE PETERS, Piedmont Laundry, 1168
Peachtree Street, Northeast, was shown a photograph of
JAMES EARL RAY in which he 1s wearing a dark suit, white
shirt, and fore-in-hand tie. She stated she belleves the
photograph of RAY in which he was wearing a bowtle 1s a
better likeness, however, stated the more recent photograph
in which he is wearing a fore-in-hand tie looks older and
the eyes and nose appear very similar,

She stated she has been unable to recall any
additional information concerning the individual whom she
knew as ERIC S. GALT.

i
1

5/7/68 Atlanta, Georgia File ¢ _Atlanta 44-2386

by __ SA ROBERT R. PERRY _ibje Date dictated - 5/1/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. [t is the property of the FBI and is loaned fo

—_—
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III. INTERVIEWS OF FORMER JAIL MATES OF THE SUBJECT
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% On April 24, 1968, SAs JAMES RICHARD FLICK,

' JOSEPH G. SHEA, and JACK T. BEVERSTEIN interviewed LEVWIE
RAYMOND DOWDA, an 1inmate at the Cobb County Jail, Mariletta,
Georgia. DOWDA advis ed he was formerly incarcerated at the
Missourl State Prison, Jefferson City, Mlssourl. He stated
‘while at the Missouril State Prison, he was acquainted for
-approximately three years with JAMES EARL RAY, a fellow
“inmate, DOWDA advised he was released from the Missourl
State Prison on December 23, 1966, and JAMES EARL RAY was
s8till incarcerated. He stated he had been the chief cook
at the Mlssourl State Prison and RAY worked as a bread
slicer,

DOHWDA advised RAY was the type person the other
inmates did not "mess with." He described RAY as a "loner"
who usually initlated the conversation if he wanted to talk
to anyone. He stated that RAY spoke in a mild, low tone and
when angry would speak even softer. He stated he had never
known RAY to become excited and shout. To his knowledge,
he has never knowo . RAY to smokse, He stated RAY had a fair

“eompiexion, which was biobLchy, having plmples around the
lower portion of his face. He stated RAY had a rash on the
right side of his head during the entire time he had known
RAY and RAY would scratch this rash., He stated this rash
was very notlceable due to the type of halrcut in the
Penltentiary and RAY put some type of salve on this rash.
He stated RAY's halr was lightly streaked with gray. He
advised the only scar he can recall which RAY had was a
large burn scar on his forearm, side unrecalled. He
stated this scar was located near the wrist. He stated
RAY had dingy teeth.

DOWDA advised RAY always talked about "running
around" in St. Louls, Misscuri. He normally talked about
two glirl friends, one of these he had met at the Gaslight
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(a bar) located in either St. Louls or Kansas City. DOWDA
stated the other girl was a girl RAY had met around the
college at Columbla, Missocourl, and it was his lmpression
this glrl had worked in a tavern there. :

DOWDA acdvised RAY, while in prison, wore a ring
on his left hand which was made at the Penltentiary,
having been made from white metal wilth ralsed initials.

He stated RAY never smiled. but when he smiled, it looked
like a smirk. Fe advised RAY was clean and not sloppy

in his dress. He described RAY as an avld reader and
considered RAY to be intelligent. He advised RAY partic-
ipated in softhall games as a pltcher and would watch all
of the baseball ganes a% the Penitentiary, however, he

had never heard RAY speak of professional baseball.

DOWDA .stated tha%t some time in 1966, a group
of Black Muslims had petiticned for the right to have
their own religlous services., He stated the Muslims would
congregate in groups and that a subsequent search of the
Negro prisopers had uncovered a large cache of weapons.
DOWDA stated the white prisoners then armed themselves and
there was a ric% at the prison. DOWDA stated three Negro
prisoners were killed. DOWDA stated he would not say RAY
had knifed these Negwo priscrers, but did say that if RAY
had not knifed them, he definitely krew who had killed them.

DOWDA stated RAY cdeflinltely was a racist and
hated Negroes. He stated RAY had made the statement and
firmly belleved that all the Negro prisoners inside the
Penitentiary should be killed. He stated RAY had on
several oczcaslions made the statement that if the price were
right, he would kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DOWDA stated
he does not recall ever hearinpg anything which would indicate
a "contract" was ocut for the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING.
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DOWDA advised he would not be surprised if JAMES EARL RAY
was the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, however, he does
not belleve RAY would have kllled KING without being

pald for it.

DOWDA stated approximately four months before
he, DOWDA, was released RAY had attempted to escape from
the Missouri State Prison by golng cut of the prison behind
the ovens in the prison bakefy. He stated RAY was appre-
hended and RAY had broken his arm in this escape attempt.
He stated RAY had talked about escaping from the Penitentlary
prior to thls. DOWDA advised he does not belleve RAY returned
from maximum security confinzment prlor to DOWDA's release
from prison.

DOWDA stated while in prlson, RAY was partlcularly
Iinterested in Western music. He stated he does not recall
RAY ever mentloning anything about dancing. He stated that
during this period a numter ¢f orchestras from the Lake of
the Oéarks had played at the State Priscn and RAY would
never miss these performances. He stated RAY often talked
about planning to go to the Lzke of the Ozarks when he got
out of priscn. DCWDA stated he would have no idea who RAY
would ccntact at the Lake of the Ozarks, but stated if he
were to look for RAY thers, he wculd first finrd out who was
selling dope and through thi r=2rson, locate RAY, He stated
RAY had talked arcut beipg cn dope prior to being in the
Missourl State Frison. He advised RAY had to have an out-
silde source cf income while in prison inasmuch as RAY's
dope habii was casting RAY $35 to $40 a week for shots and
RAY appeared to be well fixed, never wanting for anything.

DOWDA extimated RAY spent $15 to $20 a week for
personal convenlsnces., He stated BAY, while in prison,;
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used amphetamine, taking the shot in the "main 1line." BHe

- stated RAY would take two to three shots a day. He stated
RAY never lacked for money, but had no idea of RAY's source

of income. DOWDA stated he is certain RAY was not selling

amphetamine to other priscners, stating he has known RAY

to glve free amphetamine to prisoners who needed a shot.

DOWDA denied that he himself had ever taken any shots, but

admitted he has taken pills. DOWDA claimed he and RAY

were not engaged in the sale of amphetamine at the Missouri

State Prison.

; DOWDA stated that HARQLD SCHAEFER, Guard on the
gate in the kitchen of the Missourl State Pr*son, was very
close to JAMES EARL RAY and 1% was DOWDA's understanding
that SCHAEFER was RAY's source of amphetamine. He stated
BENJAMIN O, GOODIN was a civiilan In charge of the kiltchen
and he is certain GOODTIN was nct connected in any way wlth
the bringing of amphetamine into the prison. He stated
while GOODIN was friendly with RAY, he understands 1t was
GOODIN who had di closed RAY's hiding place when RAY had
attempted to escape in 1966,

DOWDA advised one NEIL ABBY (phonetic) was RAY's
closest friend 1n ths Missouri State Prison and was respon-
sible for bringing RAY intc the kitchen. He stated ABBY
at this time was chiefl cook at the prison. He belleves
ABBY was serving time for breaklig into a drug store and
he does know that dope was connected with ABBY's offense.

He stated ABBY had & detainer on him as he was an escapee
from the Stats of Texas. DOWDA does not know whether or not
ABBY 1is p“eaeﬁtlj in custoﬂy bt does not b°lleve he is
presently in the Missouri State Prison.

He stated RAY had another friend, one DONALD DEAN
RIGGER. He stated RLGGER was from California and RIGGER's
wife was a psychiatrist at the Napa State Hospltal, which
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i8 located north of San Francisco, Callifornia.

DOWDA advised that RAY and cther inmates that might
have DOWDA's address would have a Route 1, Sanford, Florida,
address, and would not know that he 1is presently ln Marletta,
Georgla. He stated his father, STEVEN C. DOWDA, presently
resides at 110 South Chandler Street, Deland, Florida, and
that anyone inquiring for him at Sanford, Florida, would bte
sent to Deland; Florida. DOWDA clalms he has not been
cantacted by RAY and has heard nething to indicate RAY has
attempted to contact him, He stated RAY had talked about
traveling over all the United States, but had never mentloned
anything which would indicate RAY was assoclated wlth any-
one in the Atlan%a, Georgla, area. DOWDA stated the only
other prisoner he knew who was from the State of Georgia,
who was an inmate at the Missourl State Prison was one
JERRY WHITE Ifrom Calhoun, Georgla. He advised WHITE Lad a
Federal devainer against him and btelleves WHITE is still
incarcerated at the Missouri State Prison.

DOWDA advised he had wade a trip to Califorsia in
November of 1967, and that he and his wife had spent
Thanksgiving Day visiting her uncle, BOB GRAHAM, who resildes
at Palos Verdes, Californla. He stated GRAHAM is Regional
Manager for IBM in that area. He stated that he and his wife
had stopped at Jefferacn City and while there, contacted a
Missouri State Prison guard, Mr. "PETE" PETRIE. He stated
he had not made any inquiry concernlng RAY and was not
aware that RAY had escaped. He stated he had not made any
inquiry concerning 3Inmates inasmich as his wife did not know
he was a former lnmate of the Missourl State Prlson. He
stated he had stopped in the Kansas Clty, Missourl, area
and attempted to locate PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., who had been
in the Missouri State Prlison as PAUT. ALVIN CARTER. He
stated LAIL had been released approximately a year before
he had and that they had agreed to atiempt to get together
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after thelr release from prison. He stated LAIL worked in
the license shop at the Missourl State Prison and although
he was acqualinted with RAY, he dld not belleve LAIL was a
particularly gocd friend of RAY. He stated after his return
from California, he was contacted by PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR,
He stated LAIL owns a home at 34 Barbodos Drive, Palm
Springs; West Palm Beach, Florida, Telephone Number 965-
4221, He stated LAIL in February of 1968 was out of a Job
and had come to Marietta, Georgla, looking for employment.
He stated LAIL had come to Marietta, Georgla, with his

wife and a small baby and had resided with DOWDA for
approxlmately one and one-half weeks, leaving approximately
two or three days after DOWDA was arrested, DOWDA having
been arrested on March 4, 1968.

DOWDA advised he could recall nothing else concern-
ino RAY which might assist in Lis location, but in the
event he remembercd anything additional, he would contact
the FBI.
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December, 1987, and was received at that time by ecither

LLOYD JERINGAN or DAN AYERS (Phonatic). DOV advisaed that
he lwas not ceriain which of thege persons received this

phone czll but was advised that the person wvho called left

no phona numbsr and avpparently did not identify himself

to the parson who received the telephone call. DCWDA advised
he had no idea who the phonz call may have beon from and
stated that hs never &1 receive any further information abhout
this call, nor was the call ever completed to him.

DOVDA stated as best he could recall the phone call

night have originated in Cilahomn, but stated that neither
he nor, as bast he could recall, RAY had any mutual friends
in that area.

1

‘ 0. A. HEMBRER, 2424 Sewell Mill Road, llarictta,
Georgia, advised that LEWIE RAYNOID DOWDA had been ennleoyvaed
by him as a tractor driver ané all avcund assistant from
March 8, 1068 to Aoril 12, 1968. IEMDIRLES advised thot
during this timz DOWDA had worked satisfactorily for hin
every day that they could have worked, woathzy psrmitting.
HEMEREAR advised the total duration of this tinmn was annroxinately
five weeks and stated tlat as best he could recall at no tine
did DOWDA ever leave this avea. HIUBRUE contiauzd that on
two or three occasions, DOWDA had worked on Saturdnvs, but
had never workad on any Sundays during this tino. RN
advisced there was no way to specifically doternine the
exact dates on which DOWDA werkad, but orovidad tihn following
dates on which DOWDA was paid and the amounts.

Date Anicunt of Chrok

March 8, 19€8 » SHO
15, 19¢ ' 365
S05
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Amount of Chack

April 5, 1968 860
April 21, 1968 880, 64

. ATMPBRER stated during this five or six week
period, he had mads two loans to DOWDA in two checks, onc
for $30 and onz for $10, HEUBREE advised that if DOVWDA
were to have bzan emibved five days per week, his checks
would run approximately $00 to 3115, HIIBREID advised
that 211l of the checks indicate that DOWDA may not have
possibly worked all five days of the week, but again
stated that this was duc to th2 weathewr, stating that in
rainy-type weather it was inpossible for them to worik.

EBMBELE statzd that DOVDA had beoen a satisfactory.
employee while working for hin.
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On April 29, 1968, LEWIE RAYLOND DOWDA was interviewed
at the Marietta City Jail, lMarietta, Georgia, by Special Agents
ROEBERT B, PERRY, JAMES RICHARD FLICK and JACK T, BEVERSTEIN,
DOYWDA had been transferred to this jail due to an escape attempt
by other prisoners at the Cobb County, Georgia, Jail,

DCUDA advised JAMES EARL RAY had bzen very close to
(First Name Unknown) "PUNCHY" HNILLER, an ex-boxer who had
worked in the kitchen at the Hissouri State Penitentiary (MSP),.
MILLZR had bsen one of the leaders at the }SP and was removed
from thes kitchen after the accidental killing by him of another
prisoner during a fight, DOVDA stated he had no knowledge
that MILLER was engaged in the distribution of amvphetamines
at the prison, iz stated MILLER was releassd from prison and
went to a town located close to the MSY, where he started
passing bad checks, SENJAMIH O, GOODIM, Supervisor in the
HSP kitchen, tried to retrizve these bad checks, but was
unable to do so bzfore MILL¥KR wags returned to prison for
passing bad checks. DOWDA could not explain why GOODIN should
make MILLYR's chacks good, DOWDA stated GOUDIN had begen in
the U, S. Navy and had served aboard several ships which
wvere sunk, He stated GOOUIN reports to the Veterans Adnministration
weekly and is on somz kind of drugs, which he believes MILLIR
obtains by prescription, He advised RAY was not particularxly
close to LEQ BARNETT., FHe staited LEG DARINETT's mother lives in
Flat River, Missouri &ilina a bother, DARRELL BARNRTT, who is
in the HSP,

DOVDA advised that in April, 1967, he had taken a trip
to Missouri and had gone to Flat River in an effort to locate
LEO BAQMETT, He stated BARMNATI's mother told him ILEQ was
serving time in the penitentiary in Florida, He stated he then
returnzd to Georgia without seeing any of the guards or anyoue
else in iligsscuri, He advised on Lhis ravurn trip he had met
VDIMNKEY CHINAULMY in a bar in Alabama, Iz stated CHUMLEY was
having trouble with his wife, who had burned all CHUMLEY's
clothas and he was enroute to Georgia in an effort to got awony
from her, He stated CHUMLMY decided to come to Marietta,Georyia,
with him, which_ he did, DOWDA stated the trip to lMissouri
only took him thrce days and again donied havivg contacted anyonc
clse,
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DOWDA stated CHUMLEY stayed in the Atlanta area for
seve‘al months and then left to go to South Carolina to sce
a girl friend., He advised CHUMLEY returned from South Carolina
and told DOVDA that he had a job and was working sonewhere in
Atlanta, Georgia, DOWDA stated he has no idea concerning the
present whereabouts of CHUMLEY,

DOWDA advised that RAY, while in prisop, worked ag
a bread slicer and only earned between $5 and $o per month,
but never sceemed to want for money, He stated KAY, while in
prison, always woxe his hair short. e stated RAY only mentioned
two girls while in prison and from conversation, DOVDA felt
RAY thought more of the girl he had met at Columbia, Missouri,
than the girl he had met at the Gaslight.

DOWDA adviged NEIL ABBY (phonetic) was 77 5
of amphatamines in the M3P., He stated he belicveu.al

source was HAROLD SCHARFER, a guard at ths kitchen

]
ay
the prison, K2 stated ABBB nearly ran the K Hall an
his transfer to C Hall, ABBY nearly ran it also, He :
ABBY could get hLis cell door opzn by guards anytinm® he vantud.

DOWDA advised the main supplier of uMUhOLQWi
in MSP was a prisoner whose name he does not now rec }1
This persocn was known by two initials and he was serving a
long sentence for the fatal shooting of a St. Louis police
officer, He advised this person attempted tu escape several
times and was almost in complete charge of C Hall, He stated
he had the run of the prison and had a pass to eat in the
officers dining room, which he did most of the time. = was
very close to Varden HASH and after NASH's suicide, tried
unsuccessfully to get close to Varden SWINHOM, le stated
after Varden SVINSON took over, one-half pound of
amphetamnines were found in the trash can of this prisconer's
o1k, 'i‘his 01,.,01101‘ had six to eight prisoners pushing
the am ines for him, 2 stated he believed this
prlscne stoined his drugs through a guard, 2 desceribad
th"o AN ay as yhit an 1€ approximat“]y 32 .. 33 yezars
of ag - ' LG . Llnek hair, Il stea tez! this
pris was ciose t LA DAL AY, as well aw pwid
LeQ L REATT ar N '

na e
LSCRECS
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stated ho had not obtained RAY's address, however, he fecls
RAY has his address in Florida, but would nct know if he were
in Marietta, Gecorgia,

DOWDA stated he had taken a trip to California
during the Summer of 1965 and on this trip he had spent
two or three days with a distant cousin , JACK HOLCOMBE,
who resides at San Jose, Califormnia., He stated ho had also
visited a fricnd of his sister, onc BEVERLY WHZIELSR, who is
a nurse in a Los Angeles hospital, He stated it was on this
trip that he got in trouble in Missouri and was sentenced to
the MSP, DOWDA denied having returnced to California the
£...705 of 19€7, FHe stated that on his trip to California
in the Fall of 1967, he had planned to call JEVWEL RIGCER,
psychiatxist at the Napa State Hospital located outside Santa
Rosa, but had not made the call, He adviged JEVWVEL RIGGER
is the wife of an inmatec at the MSP, He stated LIOYD A,
BILT, Supervisor in the kitchen at the lSP resides at Hoaley,
Missouri and on the trip to California, in the Fall of 1967,
be had vigited EILT,

DOWDA advised that within the MSP there are two
gangs, onre being from St, Louis and the other from Kansas
City, Hissouri, Iz stated thers was a good deal of friction
bztwoen those gangs and that RAY associated with ths lcaders
of the St, Louis gang,

" DOVDA advised he had talked to his wife concerning
the reported visiter to hisz home at 2:00 AHM, on a norning
in the Fall of 1¢67. N2 stated his wife claims she has no
knowledge of anyone visiting their apartmesnt at this tine
of the morning, DOVWDA stated hoe has no idea who this person
could bz, DOIDA stated th2 resident nonager of theseopartments
must have been mistaken., Fe stated ths pnrmiger had not
approached his wife concoraing any porson visiting their
apartment at 2:00 A,lMl. in the norning,

DOWIA advised that during the period he worked
at the Lons Liggett Drug Store, locatsed on the corner of
Peachtrec and 10th Strcets, he m2t nany persons hoe felt
wore ¢x-cons, but denied ever being approached comsrning
source of drugs in {fus arca, DOYDA stated he has no knowledge
as to the persons who might be supplying drugs in that arca,
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He stated he is cerxtain the druggist at the Lane Liggett
Drug - Store was not supplying these individuals, He recalled
having talked to a man in his late 40s, approximately 5' 10",
150 -~ 155 pounds, having dark curly hair, with gray streaks,
who had visited the restaurant in the drug store and had
mentioned owning several rooming houses in the areca, He
advised he does not recall this person's name and had

only the one contact with this individunl. DOWDA advissd

the name JANES GARIER sounded familiar to him and feels

he has heard this name mentioncd sometime in the past,
possibly when he was employed at the restaurant in the Lane
Liggett Drug Store. He advissd he does not personally

krow JAMES GARNER and could furnlsh no information concerning
hin,
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‘The following investigation was conducted by SAs
JACK T, BEVERSTEIN and JOSEPH G, SHEA,

On April 24, 1968, CARL GEN& TAYLOR, also known as
"Junior" TAYLOR, 185 V. Dixie Street, Marietta, Georgia, advised
that the photo of JAMES EARL RAY did not resemble person known to
him as "Red", who had stayed with LSWIE DOWDA a couple of weeks
in approximately March, 1968. He stated person known to him
as "Red" was a white male, approximately 6', 35 years of age,
185 pounds, and had bright red hair, He advised this rerson
had come to Marijetta, Georgia, with his wife and small ba by
and had resided with the DCWDAs at the Olive Spring Apartmente.

' TAYLOR advised he had bzen employed with DOWDA at the
Benanza Steak House in Marietta, Georgia. He adviscd he had
never scen anyone resembling JAIES EARL RAY in the company of
DOWDA,  He stated during the Fall of 1967, DOWDA and his wife
had traveled to California to visit her relatives and at no time

did DOWDA ever mention contacting anyone he was acquainted with
who could logically have been JAMES EARL RAY,
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RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS, who is confined in the
Whitfleld County Jail, Dalton, Georgia, advised he did
not personally serve tilme wlth JAMES EARL RAY in the Menard
Prison, 1Illinois, and the only information he has regard-
ing this is what RAY told him. Thils information was
related to him by RAY while he and RAY were serving time’
together in the Jackson County Jail, Kansas City, HMissourl,
for a six or seven month period.

He stated he never heard RAY say that he hag
served time 1n Jollet or Pontiac Prisons, but he felt that
1f' RAY had served time in either one of those places, he
would probably have been shipped to Menard Prison for
discharge.

CURTIS advised thare was a cloge assoclate of
RAY's serving time in Jackson County with them. He cannot
recall the name of this individuazl, but stated he was
convicted as & co-defendant with RAY on the same check
charge and fron conversation with RAY, this individual
was presumably theé same person with whom RAY served time
in Menard Prison.

CURTIS advitced he recalls a third unidentified
indiviaual visitling RAY and hils co-defendant in Jaclkson
County Jail who Qeened very close to both of them, but
stated he strongly doubted that the visitor's log main-
talned at the Jall would reflect the namne of this visitor
due to irregularities in keeping such logs.

He advisged he could not furnish a description
of the third man.

CURTIS advised he was confined in the Jefferson
County Jall with RAY and his co-defendant from approxi-
mately lMarch of 1955 until July of 1955, and that they
all subsequently ended up tozether in Leavenworth Prison.

Wl

Oon_ 4/22/68 .. Dalton, Georgla File # _ Atlanta-44-2386

» 7 - = . Y ~
by ___SA BERNARD R. BERRY tbjc Date dictated . 1/26/68
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
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